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TE CORZFEGIANO, 


OR 


The COURTIER: 


Written by the LEARNED 


Conte Baldaffar Caftiglione, 


AND 
A new VERSION of the fame into ENcLisu. 


Together with 


Fis othér celebrated Pieces, as well La TIN as ITALIAN, both in 


PROSE and VERSE, 
To which is prefix’d 


The LIFE of th AUTHOR. 


By 4. P. CASTIGLIONE, Gent. 








Having difpatch'd his Negociations in that Court (meaning the Englith, where he had been Ambaffador) he re- 

turned to Urbino, where, to gratify the preffing Inflances of Alfonfo Ariofto, his particular Friend, hegave a 
beginning to thofe incomparable Books of the Courtier, which he compleated at Rome in 1516. By them it may 
be eafily conceiv’d how knowing he was in, and familiar with the Greek and Latin Authors, having abfiraged , 
and gleaned the fineft Flowers of their Wit, and treafur'd up, as it were, in a Jingle Cabinet, the richeft 
Jewels of Antiquity; fo that it is not to be wonder'd, if that Book of his was fa aniverfally well received, 
both in Italy and Abroad: That it was tranflated into Jo many Languages, reprinted fo often in the Courfe 
of a few Years, read again and again by all kinds of People, and admired without Exception : if you Jeek 
Jor the Italian Yongue in its Perfection, no one hath excell’d him; infomuch that the very Florentines, but little 
praisd by him, are yet obliged to bold it in the higheft Efteem, and propofe it asthe Model of fine Writing : if you 
Seek for Entertainment, there is not a Book more delightful than his Courtier ; if for profitable Reading, you can 
no where borrow a better Syftem for Living, than from him ; in fine, tis of fuch Worth and Excellence, that if 
a Perfon were furnifbed with no other Reading thax that Book, and it well imprinted on bis Mind, he night 
pafs, not only for a Man of Learning and Science, but by a iri Objervance of its Precepts, might moreover 
make himfelf diftinguifhed for a Perfon of Wifdom, Nobility of Birth, and Fitnefs to keep Company with the 
greateft Potentate whatfoever. : Extraét from the Life of the Au rHor. 


The SECOND EpITION. 
pe eee Gs sg a ae PhS 


LE OP ENG “De On N>: 

Printed for H, SLATER, in Clemeni?s-Inn; F. Nos ie, at Ofway’s Head, in St. Mar- 
tin’s-Court, near Leicefter-Fields ; W.andT. Payne, at Horace’s Head in Round-Court, 
oppofite York-Buildings in the Strand; T. Wricut, at the Bible, in Exeter-Exchange-; 
and J. Duncan, in St, Martin’s Court, near Leicefter-Fields. MDCCXLII. 
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« ALLA MAESTA 


DI 


FIORGIO 
Re della Gran BRETAGNA, 


Elettore del S. R. Impero, 


Duca di Brunfvic, e Luneburgo, &c. Ge. 


SIRE; 


Heaee| RA le Gefta Gloriofe della Maefta Vo- 
Be 22| ftra, non ¢ la minore quella, di haver 
eo! attirate in quefto Suolo tante Nationt di- 
verfe, che con la varieta degl’ Idiom! 


hanno altresi apportate le Arti loro. 








ergnle 


















DEDICATIONE. 


Il Voftro- felice Regno, ¢ flato di lunga mano: 
PAfilo deg! Infelici, che dogni Parte fon venuti 
in effo A ricoverarfi; e parrebbe loro efler nella 
= propria Patria, fe la Tranquillita che in eflo gédo- 
oe no, non li facefle aveduti, che trévanfi ne’ Voftri 

Domini. 


se Quando Ja Benigna Voftra intenzione, di fon- 
pa vey Set’ livin Jiventi., fur fé alee 
dar la Lettura di Lingue Viventi, ft fatta palefe, 
Io con piacere abbracciai la prifma opportunita che 
mi fi porfe, per efprimere in qualche modo la mia 
eratitudine verfo una tanto generofa Natione; 
nella quale fui da prima dalla Cofcienza condotto, 
e probabilmente I’Inclinatione mi vi fara rimanére 
“fempre. Il prefente Libro allora mi fi pork 
per iempre. preiente Libro aliora mi fi porfe 
avanti; e di eflo bafti il dire, che fu {critto da Per- 
fona, che vifle qualche tempo nella Corte del Ré 


Enrico VII, e tradotto in Latino fotto il Padroci- 
io della Regina Elifab myadaonar ° : 
della Ixegina Flilabetta, per guadagnar a mé un 


nie 
facile acceflo di {cufa per l’Ambitione che hd in 


Dedicare la prefente Editione colla Verfione Inglefe, 
alla Maefta Voftra. i 
f Prudenti mezzi de’ quali fi fono ferviti que’ 
due Gloriofi Monarchi in prefervando la commu- 
ne Pace, non oftante i continui impulfi ufati_ per 
cifturbarla; il fommo riguardo che hanno havuto 
per 
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DEDICATIONE 


per mantenere la Liberta de’ Popoli, edi loro Ifi- 
tuti; le ficurezze da effi date alla Corona, ne i 
mal fondati timori de i-poco bene intentionati ; 
le difficolta formontate nel. principio, e la favia 
Ammiuniftratione in tutto il feguito del Loro Re- 
eno, fono Attioni si eminenti, che degnamente 
fi fon fatte diftinguere in que’ tempi; né pud gid 
mai alcunorammemorariene, fenza farne (O Sire) 
la Comparatione, e riconofcere la Giuttitia degli 
Encomiu, che fi dévono 4 que’ Préncipi, nella raf- 
fomighanza che detti Fatti hanno con gli Affari 
prefenti. Ma {fe alcuna particolarita di queft’ Ope- 
ra dee volgere la Confideratione verfo il Governo 
della Maelta Vofira, vedraffi per certo l'intéro fuo 
difegno éffere una Immagine della Voftra Corte. 
F, fe il Caftuglione in quefti tempi vivefle, potrebbe 
da effa ritrarre al Naturale que’ dogmi, peri quali 
noi tanto lodiamo la fua Immaginativa; defcri- 
vendo il perfetto Cortegiano, non da quello che 
dourebbe éffere, ma da quello ch’é in effetto. Le 
Arti Liberali ch’ei ftima neceffirie di efler abbrac- 
ciate da un compito Gentil’huomo, fon general- 
mente conofciute per i veri Ornamenti delle No- 
bili Perfone che Vi fervono; mentre fi vede, che 
1 piu Eccellenti Profeffori di quelle, da’ Paefi Stra- 
nleri, qui ricorrono per éflere rimunerati. 





Feliciti 






















te ttale 





DEDIGATIONE 


Feliciti noi dunque il Ciclo, col prefervar la 
Vita alla Maefta Voftra; e fia in ciafcheduno quel 
medefimo Zelo di gratitudine, per le Felicita che 
fopra noi {pargete, qual’ Io profeffo di havere, che 
fono, con profondo rifpetto 


Della Maefta Voftra 


Humiliffimo, Offequiosiffimo 


e Riverentiffimo Servo, 


A. P.Caftighione. 
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: @| 2 Ame it may not be reckon’d the leaft, that 
egeenes| You have brought all Nations home to 
us, and with ther Languages bave given us their 
Arts. 


Tour Majefty’s happy Realm, which has long been 
the Afylum to the diftreffed in every Nation, will 
now become fo much thew Countrey, that the Peace 
they enjoy in it, can alone incline them to think it 
not fo. 






























DEDICATION. 


When Your gracious Intention to eftablifb Pro- 
feffors of the Modern Languages was made pub- 
lick, I embracd with Pleafure the furft Oppor- 
tunity for exprefing my Gratitude towards a 
gencrous People ; among whom, as at frft [was 
brought by Confcience, I am likely ever to remain 
by Inclination. The following Work immedtately 
employ d me, and 1 need but mention it, as wrote 
by one that had lived in the Court of King Henry 
the Seventh, and tranflated into Latin, under the 
Patronage of Queen Elizabeth, to gain an eafy 
Excufe for my Ambition to infcribe the prefent 
Verfion and Edition to Your Mayjefty. 


The prudent Methods to preferve the publick 
Peace amidft continual Attempts to difturb tt, the 
ftri Regard to the Liberty and Froperty of the 
Subjech, the Fears pretended by evil minded Peo- 
ple, and the Security given on the Fart of the 
Crown, the Difficulties firuggled with at the begin- 
ning, and wife Adminftration obferved through 
the whole Courfe, which fo remarkably diflinguifh 
thofe two Glorious Reigns, can never, Sir, be thought 
of, but we immediately run the Parallel, and know 
the Fuftice of the Encomiums on thofe Princes, 


from 



























DEDICATION 


from the Refemblance they bear our prefent. But 

if any particular Confiderations of this Work turn 

our Thoughts to Tour Majefty’s Government, the 

| whole Defign of it muff fix them in Your Court. 

There Cattiglione, bad he now lived, might have 

drawn fromthe Life, the Fiece for which we fo much 
applaud his Imagination, and defcribe the Compleat 
Courtier, not frone what he ought to be, but what 
be really was. The liberal Arts be recommends, 
are fo univerfally known to be the Ornaments of 
the noble Perfons in Your Majefty's Service, that 
the moft eminent of the Profeffors in Foreign Coun- 
tries feck Encouragement in thts. 


Long may Tou reign to blefs us; and find in 
every Breaft the fame grateful Senfe of the Blef.- 
fings Tou beftow, as in that of 


Tour Majefty S | 
Moft Devoted, 
Moft Obedient, and 
Moft Humble Servant, 


A. P. CastiGLione. 
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READE R. 


HE Size of the Book, fo much beyond my Expectations 
when I publifh’d Terms of Subfcription, as it might juftify 
even the Want of a Preface, may well excufe a very fhort one. 
pa The greateft Care has been taken to give the Publick a correc 
Se Text. I have collated all the Editions in any Efteem; and if, 
a while I have corrected many Faults, I have made none, there 
will be as little to obje& to the Editor as to the Author. 
For the Tranflation I muft own my felf indebted to my Friends, 
a in Favour of which I hope there is no Reafon to apply to the 
ee Reader’s Good Nature. It certainly hath the beft Claim to be 
read with fuch a Difpofition, as there was no other Motive to the 
a undertaking it. I have contracted many Obligations in the Pro- 
Rs grefs of this Work, of which I pay this general Acknowledg- 
is ment, affuring the Gentlemen to whom they are owing, that to 
receive them was not a greater Pleafure to me, than it would beto 
requite them: But the Generofity of one has been fo extraordi- 
nary in the Degree, and fo particularly engaging in the Manner 
of it, that it would be unpardonable in me, not to make my 
Thanks as diftinguifhing as I have experienced his Kindnefs. It 
is the Right Reverend the Lord Bifhop of London that has given 
thofe Sweets to a foreign Soil, which if they have not occafion’d 
an utter Forgetfulnefs of my native, have at leaft taken off all 
the Pain of Remembrance, and has blefled me in a Countrey 
which affords me Refuge, and the much greater Happinefs of 
profeffing the true Reform’d Religion with a Freedom and Sa- 
tisfaction not to be expected inthat which gave me Birth. But I 
forbear - My Praifes cannot equal my Obligations; and he, 
Iam fure, would be very unwilling to read, what the doing 
Juftice to him and my felf would tempt me to write. 
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Conte Balda[far Caflighone. 


ALLA Terra di Caftiglione, ch’é fituata nell’ Inft- 
bria, di la dal Po, hebbe l’Origine, ed il Nome l’Anti- 
chiflima Famiglia de’ Caftiglioni.. Il primo de’ quali, 
che fi habbia memoria, fi Sant’ Onorato, Arcivéfco- 
vo di Milano, che ftori nel 566 di Noftra Salute. 
In effa fiorirono parimente Urbano H. e Celeftino IV. Pontefici ; 
molti Cardinali, Arcivefcovi, Vé{covi, ed altri huémini di San- 
taVita; molte Perfone famosiflime in Armi, ed in.Lettere. E 

odono fino ad ora il Titolo di Préncipi di Antidchia, mediante 

uel Rinaldo Caftiglione, che hebbe in Conforte Coftanza, Nepo- 
te di Baldovino IJ. Ré di Gerufalemme, per quanto riferifce Gu- 
glielmo di Tiro nella Guerra Sacra (Lib. xvii. Cap. 2.6.) 





Confeguirono, per il loro Valore, Nobilta, e Mériti, da Si- 
gifmondo Re de’ Romani, due Infigni Privilégii, che paffaron 
poi ne’ loro Succeflori: Li quali, per effer molto onorévoli 4 que- 
{ta Famiglia, mi fo lécito di eftrarre qui alcune cofe particolari, 
che 
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HE 





Count Balthazar Caftighone. 


Spee ROM the Town of Caltiglione, which is fituated 

Me) 77 Infubria, on zhe other Side of the Po, the Ca- 
ea S| ftiglione’s, a Family of very great Antiquity, deri~ 
p48) ved both their Name and Origin. The firfe of thefe, 
' of whom we have any mention on Record, was Saint 
Honoratus, Archbi/bop of Milan, who flourifh'd Wcgi Pes lour 
of Chrift a2 From the fame Bos @ defcended the two Popes, 
Urban Il. and Celeftin IV. and a Le many Cardinals, Arch- 
bifhops, Bifbops, and other Perfous of pious and diftinguifh d 
Lives, as well as many of great Renown for Arms and Eminence 
in Learning. And the Defcendants of this Family enjoy to this 
Day the Tule of Princes of Antioch, by the Means of Rinaldo 
Caftiglione; who had to Wife, Conftanve, the Niece of Baldwin 
the fecond King of Jerufalem, as we are told by William of Tyre 
im bis Holy War (Book xvii. Chap. 26.) 

They obtaiwd, for their Valour, their Nobility, and Merits, 
vwo remarkable Privil leges from Sigifmond King of the Romans, 
whith have been continued down to their Succe effors: From thefe 
Grants, becaufe they confer fo much Honour on this Family, I Shall 
a 2 take 





































Vita dell Autore. 


| che in effi fi conténgono. Nel Primo fa efenti tutti i No- 
bili Caftiglioni d’ogni Gabella in qualunque luogo ove siano: 
Nel Secondo li crea Conti del Sacro Romano Impero, e che ogn’ 
anno ad arbitrio loro. poflan far elettione d’uno della medéfima 
Famiglia, il quale in vece di Sigifmondo e de fuoi Succeffori all? 
Impero Romano, habbia, la totale fua Giurifdittione ed Impe- 
ro fopra tutti gli altri Nobili e Conti Caftiglioni, e fopra tutti i 
dipendenti delle loro Cafe; ed amminiftri anche Ginftitia a gli 
abitanti della Terra di Caftiglione, ed in qualunque altro Inogo 
dov’églino havéflero Stati. Donde puo conofcerfi quanto quefta 
Famiglia fofle tra Palere diftinta; che in véro non é€ a niuna 
di quelle Nobiliffime d'Italia inferiore. 


Difcefe da quefti, Baldaffar Caftiglione, che l’Anno 1478. a 
fei di Decembre, nacque nella fua propria Villa di Casatico, 
nel Ducato di Mantova. Il Padre di lui fti Criftéfaro, figliuolo 
del Gran Corrado, huomo di molte Léttere, e Valorofo nelle 
armi; e fua Madre Alvigia Gonzaga figliuola di Antonio, della 
Cafa de’ Marchefi di Mantova, e di Francefca degli Uberti. On- 
de da canto di Padre, e di Madre, non havea che pit defide- 
rare in genere di Nobiltd. 


<0 siete 


Non fi tofto Baldaffarre fa giunto alla capacita di appréndere, 
che da’ prudentiffimi Genitori le furon dati Precettori adequati al- 
la fua Abilita; fotto de’ quali approfittoffi nella Lingua Latina, 
e Greca; e per la feconda di quefte Lingue, hebbe le iftruttioni 
dal famofo Demetrio Calcondite Coftantinopolitano, che allora 
ftanziava in Milano. D’indi, fcorfi poi oPaltri ftudii, fece 
con il fuo velociffimo Ingegno in effi tal progreflo, che in bre- 
ve tempo fi fparfe da per tutto il grido del fuo Sapere. 


Non contento di quefti ftudii, diédefi nello fteffo tempo @ tut- 
te le arti Cavallerefche, tanto neceffarie 2 chi & nato Nobile: 
Onde 
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take the Liberty of extratling a few Particulars. In the firft 
of the Grants, the King exempts all the Nobles of the Houfe of 
Caftiglione from every Gabel, and Tax, im whatfoever Place they 
were: In the fecond, he creates them Counts of the facred Roman 
Empire, with a Power every Year, at their own Pleafure and 
Nomination, to elect one of the fame Family; who, in the Place 
and Stead of Sigifmond and his Succeffors to the Roman Empire, 
Should have his full furi{dittion and Controul over all the other 
Nobles and Counts of Caftiglione, and over all the Dependents of 
their Families; and who fhould lkewife adminifter Fuftice to the In- 
habitants of the Town of Caftiglione, or wherever elfe they fhould 
have any Kftates. It may be eafily judged from hence, how high- 
by this Famely was diftinguifled from others, as indeed it is not m- 
fertor to any of the moft noble Houfes in all \taly. 

From fuch a Line defcended our Balthazar Caftiglione, who was 
born on the fixth of December, im the Year 1478. in his own 
Villa at Cafatico, im the Duchy of Mantua. His Father was 
Chriftopher, zhe Son of that Great Conrade (he was a Man of 
extenfive Learning, and of great Bravery in War) and his Mo- 
ther was AlvigiaGonzaga, the Daughter of Antonio, of the Hou/e 
of the Marquiffes of Mantua, and of Francifca of the Uberti’s. 
So that nothing was wanting to him in point of Nobility, either on 
the Father's or Mother’s Side. 

Balthazar was no fooner arrived to an Age capable of Inftruétion, 
than Preceptors, fuitable to his Abilities, were appointed him by brs 
moft prudent Parents; under whom he acquird a Knowledge im 
the Latin and Greek Tongues: In the latter of which he was in- 
Jirutted by the famous Demetrius Chalcondylas of Conftantinople, 
who then refided at Milan. From thence, running through other 
Studies, by reafon of his quick Parts and Genius, he made fuch 
4 Progre/s in them, that the Fame of his Knowledge and Acquire- 
ments foon made a Nozfe all around. 

Not content with thefe private Studies, he apphed bhimfelf at 
the fame Time to all the Cavalier Arts, fo neceffary to the Accom- 
plifbment 
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Vita del? Autore. 
Onde riufci eccellente, non folo ne’? maneggi di Arme 2 piedi, e 
2 cavallo, ma fimilmente nella Lutta, nel Natare, ed in altri 
fimili effercitii; ne’ quali non hebbe molta fatica di giunger in 
effi al fommo grado di perfettione; havéndolo dotato la Natu- 
ra duna inarrivabile difpoftezza di corpo, e robuftezza di mem- 
bra: onde da lui quefte Qualita furono perfettionate ed accre- 
{ciute con il continuo Effercitio. Diédefi in oltre in Gioventi 
alla cognizione della Pittura, Scoltura, ed Architettura (la qual 
cognizione poi ando in lui accrefcéndofi con gli anni) fi come 
appare da quel Libro ch’ei ne {crifle in lode, e da quella Epifto- 
la che mando a Leone Decimo, la quale attualmente fi confer- 
va fra i Manofcritti della Libreria Vaticana. Onde giamai Raffa- 
ello da Urbino, ed il Buonaroti, penfavano che le Opere loro 
foffero perfette, fe non ne havévano il {uo giuditio, ed appro- 
vatione: fecondo evidentemente appare per la feguente Léttera 
del primo di effi, che trovafi imprefla nella raccolta di Bernar- 
dino Pino (Vol. ii. p.400.) la quale per éffere belliffima, enon 
molto longa, ftimafi neceffario di qui trafcriverla. 


Al Conte Baldaffar Caftighone. 


Signor Conte, 

« He fatto Difegni in pii maniere, fopra PInvenzione di 

- “VS, efodisfaccio a tutti, fe tutti non mi fono adulatori; 
«< ma non fodisfaccio al mio giuditio, perché temo di non fo- 
“* disfare al voftro. Ve gli mando: V.S. faccia eletta d’alcuno, 
« fe alcuno fara da lei ftimato degno. Noftro Signore con [’o- 
“‘ onorarmi, mvha meffo un gran pefo fopra le fpalle; queito é 
«« Ja cura della Fabrica di S. Pietro: Spero ben di non cadervi 
“ fotto; e tanto pid, quanto il Modello, ch’io ne ho fatto, 
“ piace a {ua Signoria, ed e lodato da molti belli ingegni. Ma 
| Vorrei trovar Je belle 
“< forme degliEdificii Antichi, né {6, fe il volo fara @Icaro: me 
“ne porge una gran Luce Vitruvio; ma non tanto che batfti. 
“* Della 








The Life of the Author. 


plifoment of a Nobleman: Hence he arrived to an Excellence in 
the Exercife of Avms both for Hovfe and Foot, as well as in Wreft- 
ling, Swimming, and fuch other Exercifes; in all which it was no 
great Labour to him to attain the higheft Perfection; Nature hav- 
wg endowd him with an unparallel'd Agility of Body, and Strength 
of Limbs: Qualities that in him were fill heighten’d and im- 
provd by continual Application. He likewife im bis Youth gave 
Some Time to the Knowledee of Painting, S culpture, and Architec- 
ture, (@ Knowledge that imcreasd with him as he grew im Tears) 
as 1 evident by the Book which he wrote in Praife of thefe Sciences, 
and by the Letter which he fent to Leo X. the Original whereof is 
preserved among the Manufiripts of the Vatican Libvavy. For this 
Reafon, Raphael Urbin and Buonaroti never thought their Works 
perfect, unlefs they had his Judement and Approbatin: This is 
evident to Demonfiration, from the following Letter of the former 
of them, which we find printed in the Collection of Bernardino 
Pino (Vol. ii. p.400.) and which, bemg very neat, and not long, 
L thought neceffary to tranfcribe here. 


To the Count Balthaffar Caftiglione. 
My good Lord, 


“ J Have made Defigns in feveral different Manners upon your 

“ Lordfhip’s Invention ; and I give Satisfaction to all, if all 
ave not my Flatterers: But I cannot fatisfy my own Fudgment, 
“ becaufe Lam fearful of not Satisfying yours. I herewith fend 
“ them to you: Let your Lordfhip pleafé to make Choice of any 
“ of them, if any of them deferve the Honour of your Choice. His 
“ Holine/s, in doing me Honour, has laid a heavy Burthen upon 
“ my Shoulders, which is, the Care and Charge of building St. Pe- 
“ters. I hope, however, not to fink under wt; and the rather, 
“ Gecaufe the Model which I have made, pleafes his Holinefs, and 
“ is commended by many of fine Tafte. But I raife my Self to a 
“ fill higher Ambition: I would fain find out the fine Forms of 
“* the 
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“¢ Della Galatea, mi terrei un gran Maeftro, fe vi foffero la me- 
+3 delle cofe, che V.S. mi f{crive; ma nelle parole riconofco 
“¢ Pamore che mi porta: e le dico, che per dipingere una bella, 
“* mi bifogneria vedér piu belle, con quefta conditione che V.S. 
“ fi trovafle meco, 4 far {celta del meglio: ma effendo careftia, 
“ e di buoni giudicii, e di belle Donne, io mi fervo di certa 
“‘ Idea, che mi viene alla mente: Se quefta ha in sé alcuna ec- 
“ cellenza d’arte, io non sO; ben m/’affatico di haverla. V.S. | 
‘¢ mi commandi. 


























Di Roma. RAFFAELLO DA URsino. 


Fi anche intendentiffimo della Mufica Vocale ed Iftrumentale ; 
il che perfettamente fi conofce, da quanto ne {fcriffe egli, nel 
fuo ammirabile Cortegiano, ove frequentemente parla, e con 
gran fondamento di quella Scienza. 

Giunto all’eta di anni diciotto, fi pofe a fervigii Militari di 
Lodovico Sforza Duca di Milano, per rendorfi abile nelle cofe 
di Guerra; ma poco dopd morendo il Padre, e fopravenendo 
alcuni fuccefhi difaftrofi 2 quello Stato, fti coftretto a licenziarfi | 
da eflo, e tornarfene 4 Mantova, ove trovO uno affai amplo, ed | 
onorato Patrimonio, col quale potea non folo ferbar la dignita | 
della nobile fua Nafcita, ma rénderfi benéfico a giovamento d’al- 
trui. Molto fi accrébbero in lui le facolta ed i beni della fa- 
miglia, ftante che Baldaffarre, uno de’ fuoi Avi, (figliuolo di quel 
Criftoforo Caftiglione, di cui fi ha un compendiofo Trattato De 
Legibus Italicis, che quant’ é pid fuccinto, tant’é pid eccellente, 
e ftimabile) effendo ftato chiamato da Lodovico Gonzaga Mar- 
chefe di Mantova, e come perfona valorosiffima, eletto da lui 
Commiflario Generale, e Collarerale dell’ Effército del Duca di 
Milano 
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“ the antique Buildings; I dowt know whether I am attempting 
to foar like \carus. Vitruvius grves me great Light, but not 
“ what is fufficient. Concerning myGalatea, I fhould account my 
“¢ felf indeed a great Mafier, if ithad half the Beauties your Letter 
mentions ; but I fee in your Expreffions the Love your Honour 
bears me: And give me Leave to Jay, that to pamt a very beau~ 
tiful Woman, I ought to have before me thofe that are the mo 

fo; with this Conditwn, that your Lordfhip might alfift me im 
chufing out the greateft Beauty. But as I am under a double 
“ Want, both of good Judgment, and fine Women, I am forced 


“to go by a certain Idea, which I form in my own Mind. Whe- 
“ ther this hath any Excellence of Art in it, I cannot determine ; 


but °tis what I labour at. I wait your Lord/bip’s Commands. 


From Rome. 


RapHareL d’Ursino, 


He was likewife a very great Mafter in Vocal and Inftrumental 
Mufick, as we ave perfectly inforw’d from what he writes himfelf 
wn his admirable Courtier ; where he frequently fpeaks, and with 
the deepeft Knowledge, of this Science. 

Being avrivd to the Age of eighteen Years, he put himfelf iu- 
to military Service under Lewis Sforza Duke of Milan, to ren- 
der himfelf expert in the Affais of War. But bis Father Soon 
after dying, and Some difaftrous Circumflances overtaking that 
State, he was obliged to quit the Camp, and return to Mantua; 
where he found fo ample and noble a Patrimony, that be was not 
only enabled to live up to the Dignity of his high Birth, but to ren- 
der himfelf beneficial and affiftant to others. The Eftates and Riches 
of the Family were greatly augmented to him, ia that Balthazar, 
an Aaceflor of his (the Son of that Chriftopher Caftiglione, of whons 
we have a compendious Treatife, De Legibus Icalicis; and which, 
as tis fo fuccin, is the more excellent and ehimable) being invited 
by Lewis Gonzaga Marguis of Mantua, and, as a Perfon of diftin- 
guifh'd Bravery, appointed by him Commiffary General, and Pay- 
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Vita dell’ Autore. 


Milano (del quale il Marchefe era allora Generaliffimo) fu inve- 
ftito di tutti i Podéri appartinenti, per le ragioni della Villa di 
Cafatica. Criftoforo, poi fuo Erede (Padre del noftro Conte) 
vendendo, e trafportando 4 Mantova, la maggidr parte delle 
Facolra che teneva nel Milanefe, le aggiunfe in tanti beni Stabili 
a quelle di Cafatico, in modo che notabilmente fi accrebbe, e 
divenne opulenta !’Entrata faa. 

Dopo di quefto, il Marchefe Lodovico, accertato da’ continui 
fegni, della Capacita e Talento, ¢ delle rare Virtd del noftro Bal- 
daffarre, Vinvito a voler effer feco nella Guerra di Garigliano, al 
che egli prontamente aderi; ed ivi con non minor valore, che 
prudenza, diede intéra {atisfattione all’ afpettativa che di lui ha- 
vuta haveva il Marchefe. Ma d’indi 2 poco tornato da quella 
imprefa, e defiderofo di vedere altre Corti, e particolarmente 
quella di Roma, col confenfo del predetto Marchefe, a tempo 
appunto, che Giulio II. della Rovere afcefe al Pontificato vi ando. 
Quefto Pontefice non si tofto venne alla cognitione del Conte, che 
giudico, per lo fuo grande Ingegno, Vivacita, e Nobili portamenti, 
ch’eeli doveffe riufcir abilifimo ne’ Maneggi di Affari diStato; e 
che farebbe per apportar grandiffima utilita, a chiungue in effi 
ne lo havefle impiegato. Onde f{criffe 4 Guido Ubaldo di Monte- 
feltro Duca d’Urbino fuo Cugino, che s’egli inviato ’havefle, 2 
Nome fuo, alla Corte di Roma, col CarAttere di publico Mini- 
ftro, Phaurebbe ricevuto 4 fingolar favore. 

Era la Corte d’'Urbino in quel tempo in grandiffimo crédito, 
e {plendore, pii che alcun’ altra d'Italia, e forfe di Europa. 
{In efla fiorivano tanti huomini Mluftri ed Eccellenti in ogni gé- 
nere di Vocazione, che non havévano occafione da invidiare al- 
cun’ altra. Soggiornd in effa il Conte gran parte di fua Vita,, 
non pur fino alla morte di Guido, ma anche fuccedendo al Du- 
cato Francefco Maria della Rovere fuo Nepote, e pofcia Figliuolo 
adottivo ed Erede di tutto Jo Stato, egliin effa rimafe con alcuni 
altri Nobili Cavalieri, 
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mafier of the Duke of Milan’s Forces (of which the Marquis was 
then Generaliflimo) was invefted with all the Eftates appertaining, 
wn Right of his Villa of Cafatico. Chriftopher, who was after- 
wards his Flew (and who was the Father of our Count) felling, and 
removing to Mantua the greateft Part of the Effects which he held im 
the Milaneze, added them all to thofe of Cafatico, fo that That Eftate 
was confiderably increased, and the Revenues became rich and ample. 

After this, the Marquis Lewis, being convinced by repeated Proofs 
of the Capacity, Talents, and rare Virtues of our Balthazar, gave 
him an Invitation to accompany him in the War of Garigliano , 
to which he very readily complyd; and where, with no lefs Brave- 
ry than Condutt, he anfwerd in full to the Expettations which the 
Marqus had entertain’d of him. But returning in a {hort Time 
from this Expedition, and being defirous to fee other Courts, par- 
ticularly that of Rome, with the Confent of the above mentioned 
Marquis, at the very Time when Julius I. of Roueres obtaimed the 
Popedom, be went thither. This Pope no fooner had a Know- 
ledge of the Count, than he judgd, from his great Genius, Vwacity, 
and noble Behaviour, that he muft neceffarily make a Figure in the 
Adminifiration of State Affairs; and that it would turn greatly to 
the Advantage of the State which fhould employ him. This Opinion 
made him write to Guido Ubaldo of Montefeltro Duke of Urbino, 
his Coufin, that if he would fend him, in bis own Name, to the 
Court of Rome, with the Charaéter of a publick Minifter, he fhould 
take it as a fingular Obbligation. 

The Court of Urbino was at that Time in the greateft Credit 
and Splendor of any other in \taly, or perhaps in all Europe. So 
many illuftrious and excellent Perfons m every Capacity and Vo- 
cation flourtfh'd there, that they had no Occafion to envy any o- 
ther. Our Count refided there a great Part of bis Life, not only 
will the Demife of Guido, but alfo when Francifco Maria of Roueres 
his Nephew, and afterwards bis adopted Son, and Heir to all his 
| Digaities, fucceeded to the Dukedom, he remained there with Jeve- 
ral other noble Gentlemen, ) 
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Vita dell’ Autore. 


Nell? Anno Ventefimo fefto dell’ Eta fua, fi {celto dal fuddert- 
to Guido Ubaldo, per fuo Rapprefentante in diverfe Corti dj 
Préncipi ; cofa, che in vero fara di fomma forprefa, confideran- 
do che un si prudente Signore f{cegliefle un cosi gidvane Mini- 
tro: Ma quando che fi confideri la gran fufficienza del noftro 
Caftiglione, non fi diminuira in alcun modo il concetto che fj 
dee havere del Préncipe, ma piu tofto fi ammirera la fua per- 
{picacia, e avedutezza, nella fcelta di lui. Tanto piu ch’egli la 
fece fommamente fpiccare, haverido adempito il fuo Impiego con 
ogni prudenza e fedelra; in modo che non folo fui di fatisfar- 
tione al fuo Signore, ma di Ammiratione al Mondo tutto. 


La prima di quefte Ambafciate fa alla Corte Pontificia, a ri- 
chiefta di Papa Giulio, come di fopra fi é detto, per aflettare Af 
fari di fomma importanza, e concernenti lo Stato d’Urbino, af 
fieme con la fucceffione di Francefco Maria. 

La feconda fii al Ré di Francia Lodovico XII. dal quale fa 
benignamente raccolto, e fommamente onorato; e tali érano 
le fue maniere, ch’egli non folo si accattivé la buona oratia, 
e favore del Ré, ma il rifpetto, e benevolenza di tutti i Miniftri, 
e Nobili Signori della Francia. 

La ‘Terza ad Enrico VII. Ré d’Inghilterra, ove andé per inve- 
ftirfi del Nobilifimo Ordine del Collare per il Duca fuo Signore: 
quantunque il Crefcimbeni (nella fua Iftéria della Volgar Poesia) 
ed altri Autori, vogliono ch’egli fteffo foffe ftato fatto Cavaliere 
di quel Nobiliffimo Ordine. Ma perche tal Notitia non fi trova 
tn alcun Regiftro, f{timafi, ch’efli confondéffero il Collare dell?- 
Ordine di S. Giorgio, che volgarmente chidmafi la Giartiera , 
con la Collana di S.S. che attualmente quella Maefta fi degnd 
prefentargli. Sia pero come fi vuole, é certo che al fuo atrivo 
in Inghilterra fi, ricevuto con tutti j fegni d’?Onore e di {tima, 
come fe fofle {taro Ambafciatore del] pid Potente Monarca del 
Mondo; fino ad effere incontrato, per Ordine del Ré, al Porto, 
dove sbarco a terra, dal my Lord Halting, Conte di Huntington, 
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In the twenty fixth Year of his Age, he was chofen by the faid 
Guido Ubaldo, zo be his Embaffador at the Courts of Several 
Princes; an Affair, that im Truth, fhould give us the higheft 
Surprize, when we confider that fo wife a Prince fhould chufe fo 
young a Mimfrer:. But when the great Sufficiency of our Caltiglione 
comes to be weigh'd, we fhall um no Kind leffen the Opinion we 
ought to concerve of that Prince, but rather fiand m Admuration of 
his Sagacity and Forefight im the Choice of him. And fo much 
the more, as be render'd his Employment emmently confpicuous, by 
conducting himfelf in 2 with the utmoft Prudence and Fidelity ; fo 
that he behav'd not only to the Satisfattion of bis Mafter, but to the 
Afionifhment of all the World. 

The firft of thefe his Embaffies was to the Pope's Court, at the 
particular Inflance of Pope Julius, as before has been hinted, to ac- 
commodate Affairs of the higheft Importance, both concerning the 
State of Urbino, and the Succeffion of Francifco Maria. 

The Second was to the Court of Lewis XIf. King of France, dy 
whom he was moft cordially vecewved, and highly honoured; and fo 
happy were his Manners and Deportment, that he not only won to 
himfelf the Grace and Favour of that Prince, but. the Refpett and 
good Well of all the Minifters and Nobility: of France. 

Fits third Embaffy was to Henry VIE. Kmg of England,. whither 
he went to be invefied with the moft Noble Order of the Garter for 
the Duke his Mafter: Although Crefcembeni (2 bis Hifiory of Ita- 
lian Poetry) and fome other Authors will have it, that he himfelf 
was created a Knight of that moft Noble Order. But as we have 
no Authority for this in any Regifter, it is to be fufpected that they 
have confounded the Collar of the Order of St. George, commonly 
call'd the Garter, with the Collar of SS. which that Prince aétually 
beftow'd upon our Count. Be this. Matter as it will, *tas certain, 
that on bis Avvival inEngland, he was received with all the Marks 
of Honour and Efteem, as if he bad come anEmbaffador from the 
moft Potent Monarch in the Univerfe ; beimg met, by the Sovereigns 
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Order, at the Port where he landed, by the Lord Halting, Lar! 
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Vita dell’ Autore. 


ch’allora era Gentil’huomo dellaCamera, accompagnato da molti 
altri Signori, aflieme con |’Araldo Régio. 

Finiti i fuoi Negotiati in quella Corte, torndffene in Urbino, 
ove, per gratificare le premurofe iftanze di Alfonfo Ariofto fuo 
particolar Amico, dié cominciamento 4 fuoi incomparabili Libri 
del Cortegiano; i quali poi in breve {patio di tempo riduffe 4 
fine in Roma, nel mefe di Marzo del?’ Anno MDXVI. In ef 
puo ben comprénderfi, quanto egli fofle pratico ed intendente, 
de’ Scrittori Greci e Latini, havendo in quelli riftretto i loro pid 
bei Sali; e quafi in uno Scrigno ripofte le pid belle Gioie dell? 
Antichita. Onde non é da meravigliarfi fe guefto fuo Libro, fi 
cosi ben ricevuto da tutti, tanto in Italia, che fuori; tradotto 
in tante Lingue; riftampato tante volte in pochi Anni; letto, e 
tiletto da ogni génere di perfone, ed ammirato da tutti. Se fi 
vuole la buona Lingua Italiana, niuno ha in effa meglio {critto 
di lui; mentre i Fiorentini ifteffi, poco da effo lodati, fon forza- 
ti di pregiarlo all’eftremo, e proporlo come un Esémpio del ben 
parlare: Se fi ricerca il diletto, niun Libro é pid dilettévole 
del Cortigiano: Se lutile, da niun Libro simpara meglio 4 
vivere che da quefto. In fine, é€ cosi degno, ed eccellente, che 
fe alcuno non haveffe altra Lettura, che detto Libro, e lo ha- 
vefle bene impreffo nella mente, paflera non folo per Huomo 
dotto, e letterato, ma, offervando bene i fuoi Precetti, fi fara 
altresi condfcere per Perfona Prudente, Nobilmente nata, e de- 
gna di tenér compagnia, 4 chi che fia gran Potentato, 


Fu molto ftimato, e favorito dal Duca Francefco Maria, non 
folo in riguardo de’ Servigii ch’egli havea refi al Padre fuo, a 
cui per via di Donne era proffimo Parente, ma in riguardo del- 
la fua Fedelta nel promovere l’Intereffi, e Vantaggi della fua Fami- 
glia: onde lo eleffe principal Miniftro di Stato, tanto negli Af- 
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of Huntingdon, who was then Lord of the Bed Chamber, accom 
panyd by many other Lords, and a King at Arms. 

Having difpatch’d bis Negotiations im that Court, he return’d to 
Urbino, where, to gratify the preffing Infiances of Alfonfo Ariofto 
his partuular Friend, he gave a Beginning 10 thofe incomparable 
Books of The Courtier, which in a finall Space of Time he com- 
pleated at Rome, im the Month of March, and the Year 1516. 
By them it may be eafily concewed, bow knowing he was in, and 
familiar with, the Greek and Latin Authors, having abjtratted and 
glean'd the fineft Flowers of thew Wit; and treafiwed up, as it 
were, in a fingle Cabinet, the richeft Fewels of Aniiguity. So that 
wt ts not to be wonder'd, if that Book of bis was fo univerfally well 
recew'd, both im \taly and abroad, that it was tranflated ito fo 
many Languages; reprmted fo often in the Courfe of a few Years; 
read again and agai by all kinds of People, and admir’d without 


Exception. If you feek for the Xtalian Tongue im. its Perfection, 


#0 one hath excelled bim; imfomuch that the very Florentines, 
but litle praifed by him, are yet obliged to hold it in the higheft 
Price, and propofe it as the Model of fine Writing: If you feek 
for Entertamment, there is uot a Book more delightful than bis 


Courtier: /f for profitable Reading, you can no where borrow a 


better Syftem for leving, than from him. In fie, it as of fuch 
Worth and Excellence, that if a Perfon were furnifl’d with no o- 
ther Reading than that Book, and had that well wmprinted on bis 
Mind, he night pafs not only for a Man of Learning and Sci- 
ence, but, by a firitt Obfervance of its Precepts, might moreover 
make himfelf diftinguifh'd for a Perfon of Wifdom, Nobility of 
Birth, and Funefs to keep Company with. the greateft Potentate 
whatfoever. 

He was highly efteen’d and favoured by the Duke Francifco 
Maria, xot only in Refpett of the Services he had rendred to his 
Father, to whom on the Women's Side he was a near Relation ; 


but in Regard to bis Fidelity iM promoting the Iuterefts and Ad-- 


vantages of his Family: For thefe Reafons he conftituted him his 
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Vita dell’ Autore. 


fari Civili, che Militari, concedéndogli ampla Autorita di far tut 
to cid che pareva expediente al fuo perfpicace Giuditio. 


In oltre, havendo egli dato fegno, e certeffa del fuo Valore in 
varie congionture nel Servigio del Duca, particolarmente nel? 
Afsédio della Mirandola, ove il Papa Giulio fi trove prefente ; 
parve 2 lui ben ragionévole, che fi moftraffe 2 tal Huomo qualche 
fegno di gratitudine; onde di moto proprio, gli fé libero dono 
PAnno 1513. del Caftello di Nuvolara, nel Contado di Péfaro, 
con ampliflimi Privilégii, per sé, e per gli Eredi-e Succeffori 
fuoi inperpetuo. E come la forma de’ predetti Privilegii € mol- 
to efprefliva ne’ meriti del Conte Baldaffarre, non puo effere che 
bene, il dire, che in efi ff fa larga teftimonianza della Nébile 
Origine di fua Famiglia; della fedele e fincera fervitd {ua; del 
candore in ogni fuo procédere; delia fua Prudenza ne’ Configli 
in tempo di Pace; del fuo Valore in tempo di Guerra; é€ del 
gran pofleffo ch’egli havea della Greca e Latina Lingua. Rac- 
contafi in effi fimilmente, le pravi fatiche, i lunghi e difaftrofi 
Viaggi; 1 pericoli ed incommodi a quali egli f1 era efpofto per 
il fuo Signore: ed in fine, che il dono di quel Caftello, era un 
piccolo Guiderdone a’ fuoi mériti, e che percio gli ne riferbava 
de’ migliori, quando gli ne fe porgeffe Poccafione. 


Non molto dopo, Papa Leone X. (fecondo nel fuddetto De- 
creto era il Confenfo fuo rifervato) con molta Benignita glielo 
confermo con due Brevi, Puno fcritto da Pietro Bembo dato il 
Marzo del 1514, e altro da Giacomo Sadoleto il Maggio ven- 
turo, ambi allora Secretarii del’ Papa, e pofcia Cardinali. In eff 
fi f{corge parimente in quanta ftima foffe il Conte appreflo quel 
Pontefice, mentre fommamente lo efalta per la fua Virtd, boned 
di Coftumi, Fedelta, Prudenza ed altre fue lodevoli Qualita, E di 
la a qualche tempo il medefimo Pontefice in un altro Breve al 
Marchefe Federico dj Mantova, {critto parimente dal Sadoleto, 


fra le altre cortefi, ed onorévoli efpreffioni, ufa queite parole 
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firft Minifier of State, as well in Cuil as Military Affairs; giving 
him a full Authority to do whatever feem’d expedient to bis moft 
exguifite ‘Judgment. 

Having, befides, grven Marks and certain Teftimonies of bis 
Bravery upon feveral Conjunttures m the Service of the Duke, and 
particularly at the Siege of Mirandola, i which Pope Julius was 
present ; 1 appear'd to him moft reafonable, that he fhould fhew 
Such a Man fome Tokens of his Gratitude; wherefore, of his own 
mere Motion, im the Year 1513. he made him a free Gift of the 
Cafile of Nuvolara, in the County of Pelaro, with the moff ample 
Privileges to himfelf, and to his Heirs and Succeffors for ever. And 
as the Form of the faid Privileges is very exprefs and full in the 
Merits of Count Balthazar, fo it may not be amifé to obferve, 
that it likewife gives ample Teftimony of the noble Origin of his Fa- 
mily; of bis fincere and faithful Services; of his Candour through- 
out all bis Conduct ; of the Wifdom of his Counfels in Time of Peace, 
of his Valour in War; and of the great Skill and Knowledge that 
he had in the Greek and Latin Tongues: There are recounted Ii}e- 
wife the great Fatigues, the long and incommodious Journeys, the 
Dangers and Inconveniences to which he had been expofed for his 
Mofier: And, in fine, that the Gift of that Caftle was but a Scanty 
Reward of his Merits, and that larger were refervd for him, as 
Occafion fhould adminifter. 

Not long after, Pope Leo X. (according as his Confent was re- 
Jevvd in the before recited Grant) with much vood Will confirm d 
wt to him by two Briefs; the one written by Pietro Bembo, and da- 
ted in March 1514. the other by Jacomo Sadoleto in the May ext 
following, both then Secretaries to the Pope, and afterwards Card:- 
nals. By thefe Briefs it likewife appears m what Degree of Efteem 
the Count ftood with that Holy Father, fince he therein highly ex- 
told him for bis Virtues, for the Probity of bis Manners, his Fi- 
delity, Prudence, and other laudable Qualifications: And at an- 
other Time afterwards the fame Pope, im another Brief to the Mar- 
quis Frederick of Mantua, written likewife by Sadoleto, among o- 
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Nunquam Hominem, nec Virtute digniorem, nec Confilio 
“’ prudentiorem, nobilifque magis gratum, nec tua Nobilitas mit- 
““ tere, mec nos expectare poffumus, &c. 


€¢ 


Trovandofi poi il Conte Baldaffar nel trentefimo fefto anno 
dell’Eta fua, per molte ragioni fii aftretto a penfare alla Succef- 
fione della fua Cafa, mentre di fuo Padre era egli rimafto unico 
figliuolo ed Erere; e porcid tolfe in Moglie Ippolita, figlia del 
Conte Guido Torello, e di Francefca Bentivoglia, della quale fa 
Padre il famofo Giovanni Bentivoglio. Ella fu ftimata una delle 
pit infigni Dame del fuo tempo, tanto par la fua gran Vir- 
tu, e nobili Maniere, quanto per la fua Bellezza, ed Inge- 
gno. E quanto ella foffe eccellente nello ftudio delle belle 
Lettere, e nella Poefia Latina, chiaramente fi vede, da quella ele- 
gante, Elegia ch’ella fcrifle al Conte fuo Conforte, mentt’ eli 
{oggiornava in Roma. Non era inferiore al merito delle Lettere 
quello della fua Nafcita, mentr’ ella era difcefa da quel Valen- 
tifimo Guido Torello che (fecondo il Corio) effendo Capitan 
Generale di Filippo Maria Vifconte, Duca di Milano, e Succeffore 
di Francefco Carmagnuola, prefe in Battaglia Navale Alfonfo 
d’Aragona Ré di Napoli e di Sicilia; conquifté Gaeta, e tutte le 
circonvicine Terre Marittime; affedio Napoli, e tolfe fotto la faa 
Protettione Francefco Sforza, procurandogli la Grazia di Filippo 
Maria; dalla quale poi hebbe principio la fua grandezza. 

Da quefta Signora il Conte Baldaffar hebbe tré Figliuoli, uno 
folo de’ quali fi Mafchio, chiamato Camillo. Coftui fii in ogni 
cofa imitatore del Padre, e ricevé particolarr Onori nel Servitio 
del Ré Cattdlico ; e per il {uo Mérito gli fu da quella Maefta 
aflegnata fullo Stato di Milano una Pentione perpétua di Seicento 
Ducatil’Anno, accid con efla potefle meglio mantenere lo Splen- 
dore della fua Grandezza. Governd il Monferrato con non mi- 
nor fatistattione di que’ Pépoli, che del Duca di Mantova, Que- 
{to Camillo fi denominato Conte del Caftello dell’ Ifola del Pia- 
no, nel Ducato d’Urbino, ottenuto dal Duca Guid? Ubaldo-poco 
prima 
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ther courteous and honourable Expreffions, ufed thefe Terms. 
* Your own Noblenefs could never fend, or we expel to receive a 
“ Man of more Worth for his Virtues, of more Prudence m bis 
“ Counfels, or one more acceptable to our Mind, &e. 

The Count, now reaching the thirty fixth Year of his Age, was 
call'd upon by many Reafons to have an Eye to the Succeffion of bis 
Houfe, fince he was left an only Son and Heir by his Father: He 
therefore took to Wife Hippolite, the Daughter of Count Guido T orello, 
and of Francifca Bentivoglia, whofe Father was the famousJovanni 
Bentivoglio. She was effeemed one of the moft frenal Ladies of her 
Time, as well for her great Virtues, and noble Manners, as for her 
Beauty and fine Wu. How excellent fhe was in the Study of the 
Belles Lettres, and in Latin Poetry, is clearly difcover'd from that 
elegant Elegy which fhe wrote to the Count her Husband, while he 
refided at Rome. Nor was the Dignity of her Birth inferior to the 
Merits of ber Learning; as fhe was defcended from that moft gal- 
dant Guido Torello, who, (according to Corio) being Captain Ge- 
neral to Philip Maria Vifconte, Duke of Milan, and Succeffor of 
Francifco Carmagnuola, took Prifoner in a Sea-Fight Alphonfo of 
Aragon, King of Naples andSicily; conquer’dGaeta, and all the neigh- 
bouring Maritime Towns round about; befiegd Naples, and took un- 
der his Protection Francifco Sforza, procuring him the Favour of 
Philip Maria; to which ‘he ow'd the Commencement of all bis after 
Grandeur. : 

By this Lady Count Balthazar had three Children, one only of 
which was a Male, and called Camillo. He was in every Cir= 
cumftance an Imitator of his Father, and received particular Ho- 
nours tm the Service of the Catholick King; and was, in Confidera- 
zon of his Merits, by that Prince affigned a Penfion for Life upon 
the State of Milan, of 600 Ducats per Annum, that thereby he 
might be the better enabled to keep up the Splendor of his Dignity. 
Fle governed Montferrat no efi to the Satisfaction of that People, 
‘than of the Duke of Mantua. This Camillo was created Count of 
ibe Cajile of the Ifland of Piano, in the Duchy of Urbino, obtain’d 
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prima che’ moriffe. Le due Figliuole Puna fi chiamata Anna, 
e Paltra Ippolita, nel Parto della quale mori la Madre, univerfal- 
mente compianta; non effendo vifluta che anni quattro nello 
Stato Matrimoniale. 


Ad effa fece il Conforte il feguente Epitafio: 


Non ego nunc vivo, Conjux dulciffima, vitam, 
Corpore uamque tuo fata meam abftulerunt: 

Sed vivam, tumulo cum tecum condar in sto, 
Jungenturque tuis offibus offa mea. 


fiippolite Taurelle, que in ambiguo veligquit, 
Utrum Pulchrior, Caftior, an Dottior fuerit; 
Primos Fuvente annos vix ingreffa, 
Balthaffar Caftilione infatiabiliter mecrens pryuit, 
Anno Dom MD XX. 


Poco prima che {fuccedeffe al Conte quefto funebre accidente, 
Federico Gonzaga Marchefe di Mantova, effendo in difgufti con 
Papa Leone X. mandollo 4 Roma 4 trattar {eco la Riconcilja- 
tione, ed altri affari importanti. Tanto fu grata 4 Leone la 
venuta ¢ Negotiatione del Conte Baldaflar, che non folo riftabil} 
il Marchefe nella fua gratia, ma gli conceffe il Generalato della 
Chiefa, e della Repubblica Fiorentina: Onde il Marchefe per ri- 
Munerare in parte tanti fuoi Servitii, volle che lui ed i Pdtteri 
godeffero nel fuoStato tutti que’ Privilegii, e Franchigie, ch’egli 
medéfimo fruiva; e pofcia col confenfo del Duca di Milano, lo 
promofle 2 commandare un Regimento di Pedoni, con il quale 
fervi la Sede Romana con fomma {atisfattione del Pontéfice: cui 
fe la morte non haveffe cos} tofto tolto dal mondo, tenevafi per fi- 
curo, che lo haurebbe creato Cardinale nella prima proffima Pro- 
Motione; ftante che fi era rammaricato {pefle volte non effer 
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from the Duke Guido Ubaldo @ short Time before he dyd. The 
zwo Daughters of the Count were called Anna and Hippolite; rhe 
Mother dyed in Childbirth of the latter, uniwerfally lamented, ha- 
ving enjoyd but four Years in the Matrimonial State. 


Her Confort made the followmg Epitaph upon her. 


I live no more, fince you, my Dear, are dead, 
With your laft Breath, my Soul expiring fled; 
In Death, whene’er we meet, it fhall return, 
- And animate my Afhes in your Urn. 


To Hippolite Taurella, who left it undetermined, 
Whether fhe was more beautiful, virtuous, or learned, 
Scarce enter’d the Prime of her Youth, 

Balthaffar Caftillion inconfolably grieving, erected this Monument, 
A. D. MDXX. 


A little before this melancholly Accident befel the Count, Frede- 
rick Gonzaga Marquis of Mantua, bemg m difguft with Pope 
Leo X. difpatched him for Rome, to uegociate his Reconctlation, 
and other Affairs of Importance. His Arrival and Negotiation 


was fo grateful to Leo, that be not only re-eftablifled the Marquis 


im bis Favour, but likewife gave him the Direttorflip of the Church 
and Republick of Florence: For which the Marquis, m fome De- 
gree to reward the Count’s Services, ovdaimed that the Count and 
his Pofterity foould, within his State, enjoy all the Privileges and 
Franchifes which he himfelf enjoy'd; and afterwards, with the Con- 
fent of the Duke of Milan, be promoted him to the Command of a 
Regiment of Foot, with which he ferved the Roman See to the 
great Satisfattion of the Pontif: From whom, if Death had not 
fnatch’d him out of the World fo foon, he held himfelf fecure of be- 
img created a Cardinal upon the very next Promotion; for the Pope 


had frequently exprefsd his Concern for not having been earlier ac~ 
quaimted, 




























































Vita dell’ Autore. 
prima di allora Stato Avvertito, che il Conte inclinaffe alla vita 
Ecclefiaftica, che ben volentieri ne lo haurebbe onorato. 

Morto dunque Leone, il Conte continuo Inviato in Roma del 
Marchefe, non pure nel tempo del Conclave, ma anche dops 
che AdrianoVI. fi creato Pontefice. Si trova pero nel primo 
Volume delle Lettere de’ Préncipi pag. ros. una Léttera che man- 
da Giovan Matteo Giberto Datario, da Roma il penultimo di 
Luglio del 1522. (che cade fotto il primo Anno di Adriano fu- 
detto) alli Nunzii Apoftolici, il primo de’ quali vi € nominato il 
Caftiglione; ma non vi é efplicato ove foffe la fua Nuntiatura - 
Cio, pero, fa certo ch’egli allora effercitaffe quella Carica ;- cofa 
che non fi trova efferne fatta mentione altrove. Fu poi chiama- 
to in Lombardia per affiftere col fuo Regimento a gli correnti 
bifogni. Poco dopo quel tempo, caduto infermo il Marchefe in 
Pavia, ed effendo coftretto di rirornarfene 2 Mantova, prego il 
Conte di andar feco; e dila anon molti Giorni Pinvid dj nuovo 
a Roma nella Creatione di Clemente VII. che fi ’Anno 1523. di 
noftra falute. 


Quivi, la fua grande Abilita, f@ tanta impreffione nella ftima 
del nuovo Pontéfice, che dopo haverlo complimento come gran 
Maeftro di Eloquenza, e peritifimo Miniftro nelle cofe Politiche, 
e di Stato; gli andd dimoftrando quanto neceflario foffe alla 
Corte di Roma un huomo della fua Autorita, e riputatione, per 
éflere mandato alla Corte CefArea in qualitd di Legato; dove 
trattar f1 dovéano affari importantifimi, non folo alla Sede Pon- 
tificia, ma all’ Italia, ed alla Criftianird tutta ; foggiungéndogli, 
che da niuno fi prometteva effer meglio, che da lui fervito; e 
con preflanti iftanze pregollo di accettar quefto Impiego; nel 
quale ad effo concederebbe pieno Potére di proponere, conclude- 
re, ed effeguire qualunque cofa ch’egli giudicafle neceffaria. 


Molto fi difefe il Conte di accettar quefto Miniftero, ma nulla 
valfero le fue Scufe, mentre fai aftretto dalle infinuanti ragioni del 
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guainted, that the Count inclined to an Ecclefiaftick Life, becaufe 


be would very willmgly have done him Honour in that State. 

After the Demife of Leo, the Count continued at Rome the Mar- 
gquiss Embaffador, not only during the Elettion by the Conclave, 
but ltkewife after Adrian VI. was created Pope. There is found, 
in the firft Volume of Letters from Princes (pag. 105.) a Letter, 
which Jovanni Mattheo Gilberto Datario, /ezz from Rome,. on 
July 30. 1522. (which falls in with the firft Year of the faid Pope 
Adrian) 20 the Apoftolick Nuncio’s, the firft of which Cattiglione 
2s named; but there is no Declaration where his Nunciofhip was: 
However, it makes this Point certain, that he at that Time exer= 
cifed that high Charge; an Affair, of which we have not the leaft 
Mention made any where elfe. He was then required im Lom~ 
bardy, to give his Affiflance upon fome Emergencies falling out. But 
Soon after that, the Marquis falling ill in Pavia, and bemg obliged 
to return to Mantua, he folacited the Count to accompany him ; 
and from thence, ina very few Days after, he difpatched him a- 
gain for Rome durmg the Creation of Clement VI. which was iz 
the Year of our Lord 1523. 

And now, bis great Abilities funk fo deep into the Efteem of the 
new Pope, that after having complimented him as a great Mafter 
of Eloquence, anda moft fkilful Minifter in Politicks and Affairs 
of State; he went on to demonfirate how neceffary a Perfon of bis 
Authority and Reputation would be to the Court of Rome, to be 
Sent to the Emperor's Court in Quality of Legate ; where Affairs of 
the higheft Importance were. to be tranfatted, not only to the Ponti- 
fictal See, but to.all\taly, and the Caufe of Chrifizanity i general; 
Jubjoining, that he could promife bimfelf to be fervd by none fo well 
as byhim, and with preffing Inflances intreated of him to accept that 
Employment; to which his Holinefs would annex a full and diftre- 
tionary Power for him to propofe, conclude, and execute, whatever 

ia his “Fudement fhould feem moft neceffary. 
«The Count frenuoufly excufed himself from accepting that 
Charge, but bis Excufes were of no Ve alidity ; for he was conf atte 
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Pontefice, di accudire alle fue domande, come puo vederfi da 
una Lettera, ch’egli {crifle, cid concernente, al Marchefe di Man- 
tova. 

Ando egli adunque in Ifpagna all’Imperator Carlo V. nel Me- 
fe di Ottobre del 1524, e tratto feco i Negotii che dal Papa gli 
furono impofti, con tanta Prudenza ed accuratezza, che non {o- 
lo riempi Pafpettativa del Pontéfice, ma fi acquifté una benevo- 
lenza infinita preflo !"Imperatore; dal quale piti tofto fa trattato 
come fuo favorififlimo Configliere ed Amico, che come Ambafcia- 
tore d'un altro Potentato; e fra gli altri fegni d’affetto, ch’ei 
dimoftrafle verfo il Conte, uno de’ piti notabili fi, che havendo 
egli Guerra in quel tempo con Francefco Primo Ré di Francia, 
volle, cheil Conte fi trovafle fempre prefente a’ Configli Milita- 
ri di quella Guerra, per udirne il fuo parére. Né tralafciava di 
conferir feco tutti i cafi pid importanti che in efla occorrévano, 
E cosi fermo era egli nella buona opinione che di Ini haveva, 
che credéndofi certamente, che farebbe feguita una fingolar Ten- 
zone tra Carlo V. e Francefcol. nella quale s’era determinato, 
che ciafcuno d’efli non doveffe havér maggidr comitiva di due 6 
tré Cavalieri; Cefare moftrd fovente grandiflimo defiderio che il 
Caftiglione fofle uno di quei tré, che lo accompagnafle nello 
Steccato: ma quantunque egli tenefle cid 4 grand’ Onore, pure 
come Publico Miniftro, non gli paréva convenévole di farlo: 
ma come la detta Pugna non fu effettuata, cosi non vi fa altro 
impegno per il Conte. Quefta ripulfa, non deteriord punto la 
ftima che l’Imperatore havea per lui, anzi infinitamente s’accreb- 
be; pregiando molto lintegrita {ua verfo il {uo Préncipe; il che 
fece egli poi conofcere, onorandolo della Citradinanza di Spagna, 
con la quale penf6 di gratificarfi parimente l’animo del Papa; e 
poco dopo lo nomino anche all’opulente Vefcovato di Avila, il 
qual fi crede ch’ei non voleffe accettare; benché il Giovio nel {ao 
Elogio, ed altri, vogliono ch’ei laccettafle. E perché cid ay- 
venne ne’ tempi del Sacco di Roma, fi viene da alcuni 4 riflér- 
tere, che il Caftiglione haveffe e{preflamente negligentato oli af- 
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ed, by the’ infinuating Arguments of his Holinefs, to accede to his 
emands, asappears by a Letter of his upon this Subject, which 
he wrote to the Marquis of Mantua. 

He now went into Spain to the Emperor Charles V. iz the 
Month of O&ober 1524. and tranfaded with him thofe Affairs 
whith be had in Command from the Pope, with fo much Prudence 
and Accuracy, that he not only anfwerd in full his Holinef?s Ex- 
pectations, but acquir'd to himfelf an infinite deal of good Will and 
Favour from the Emperor; by whom he was foon receiwd in the 
Rank of a moft favourite Counfellor and Friend, as well as in that 


of an Embaffador from another Potentate. Among other Marks of 


Affection, which he fhewed towards the Count, this was a very fin- 
gular one ; that being at that Time in War with Francis |. King of 
France, 2 was his Defive that the Count Should be always prefent 
at the Military Councils of that War, that he might hear his fude- 
ment; nor did he omit to confer with him upon all the moft unpor- 
tant Cafes that occurr’d in it: And fo eftablifl'd was he in the Em- 
peror’s good Opinion, that as it was certamly believed, a fingle 
Combat fhould have enfued betwixt Charles V. and Francis 1. sn 
which Cafe it was determined, that each of them fhould be attended 
with no more than two or three Knights, the Emperor often fbew'd 
the greateft Defire imaginable, that Caftiglione /hould be one of 
the three appoited to attend him in the Lifts: But however great 
an Flonour the Count held this to be, yet, as a publick Minifter, he 
could not think it convenient to confent to it. But as the Affair of 
the Combat went off, the Count was no farther engaged m the Mat- 
ter. This Repulfe did not in the leaft weaken the Emperors Efteem 
for him, but rather prodigioufly increasd it; he having in high 
Kegard his Integrity towards his own Prince, as he made it evident 
by doing the Count the Honour of making bun a free Denizen of 
Spain; wherein he likewife thought to gratify the Mind of the Pope ; 
and foon after he alfo nominated him to the opulent Bifboprick of 
Avila, which, tis believ'd, he declined to receive ; though Jovius, 
in bis Elogium, and fome other Writers, will have it that he ac- 
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fari della Corte di Roma, per aderire al génio dell’ Imperatore, 
ne fofle da lui rimunerato con il Vefcovato predetto; e quefta e- 
ra anche lopinione commune di Roma. Ma quanto cid foffe 
contrario al vero, lo fa egli ben conofcere per la fua belliffima 
Lettera che {crifle in fua difefa 4 Clemente VII. la quale fi é po- 
{ta con Paltre fue alla fine di quefto Libro. 


Non € probabile in alcun modo, che una Perfona di al- 
ta Nafcita qual’ era il Conte Baldaflar Caftiglione, e di tan- 
to Onore, Probita, ed ingegno, fenza né pur la minima 
occafione di difgufto, volefle abbandonare il partito del pro- 
prio Signore, dal qual’era ftato inviato, e comméttere un at- 
tentato cosi difavantaggiofo al fuo Onore. Il Giovio ifteffo , 
che non é in tutto favorévole al Conte, dice, che Clemen- 
te VI. havea deliberato di farlo Cardinale: Cid era ben pré- 
mio di maggior Onore che un Vefcovato? E fe pur fi vuol cré- 
dere ch’egli potefle cid fare per interefle, habbiam gia di fo- 
pra fatto conofcere che non haveva il Conte bifogno di Ricchez- 
ze, havendo egli uno Stato fuo proprio molto riguardévole e 
pingue. Che dunque poteva indurlo 4 fare una si abbietta attio- 
ne? No; non é€ poffibile. Per quanto fi vede, il trattato del 
Sacco di Roma, era ftato tenuto afcofo al Caftiglione, ed in parte 
all’ imperatore ifteflo, che non credeva mai che Vinfolenza de? 
Soldati potefle andar fi avanti. La mancanza degli avifi della 
Corte Romana al Conte fuo Nuntio in Ifpagna; le ficurezze da- 
tegli in contrario da Carlo V. potevano fargli crédere (ancorche 
la moffa delle armi Cefaree vero Roma, fi andaffe rumoreggian- 
do da per tutto) che non vi foffe alcuna cofa di vero, in tutto 
cid che fi andava dicendo potér fuccédere 4 danno del Pontéfice. 
Che il fucceflo poi, ne facefle fcorgere effetti contrarii, come 
poteva il Caftiglione fraftornarli, fe il Papa ifteffo ch’era in Ro- 
ma, e vedeva ed udivail tutto, non puoté prevedere un simile, 
Infor- 
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cepted the See. Aud becaufe this happewd at the Funiure of the 
Sacking of Rome, 2 has fallen from fome as a Refleion, that 
Caftiglione had exprefsly negletted the Affairs of the Court of Rome, 
to adhere to the Bent of the Emperor, by whom he had been grati- 
fy'd with the above mention'd Bifhoprick; and this was likewife the 
current Opmin at Rome. Bat how contrary fuch a Surmife was 
to Truth, be makes it clear by his moft beautiful Letter, which he 
wrote in his own Defence to Clement VII. which, together with o- 
ther Letters of his, ts placed at the Lind of this Book. 

It 1s 1x no wife probable, that a Perfon of Count Balthazar Cafti- 
glione’s high Birth, one of fo much Honour, Probity, and fine 
Parts, without the leaft Occafton or Colour of Difguft, would aban- 
don the Party of his own Majfier, and be guilty of an Attion fo 
difadvantageous to his Charaétter. Jovius himfelf, who 1s not im e- 
very Refpett the moft favourable to the Count, fays, that Clement 
VII. had determin’d to make bim a Cardinal: That was, furely, a 
Reward of more Honour than a Bifhoprick. Aud were one inch- 
ned to believe that the Count could have taken fuch a Step for Inte+ 
refi, wis plain, from what is above written, that he was im no 
Want of Riches, having fo confiderable and wealthy Revenues of 
bis own. What then could indace him to commit fo aljet an Ac- 
tion? Nothing; tis not poffible. For what we can fee, the Bufi- 
ne/s concerning the Sacking of Rome had been kept a Secret fromCa- 
ftiglione, and in Part from the Emperor bimfelf, who did not be- 
heve that the Infolence of the Soldiers could go fuch Lengths. The 
Want of Advices from the Roman Court to the Count her Nuncio zz 
Spain; the Affurances that were given him to the contrary by 
Charles V. might make him believe (tho’ the marching of the Im-~ 
pertal Forces towards Rome was ia the Mouths of every one) that 
there was not the leaft Truth in whatever was rumoured, that could 
happen to the Detriment of the Pope. And though the Event of 
Things turn’d up in different Effects, how could Catiglione difap- 
point thofe Elects, when his Holinefs bimfelf, who was m Rome, 
and faw and heard all, could not prevent fuch a Misfortune ? Pe 
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Infortunio? Ma fia come fi vuole, é certo, che non vi é luogo 
del minimo fofpetto in detrimento dell? Onore del Conte noftro, 
né della fua Abilita ne’ maneggi, Ed € credibile, ch’eflendo cos} 
Lontano da Roma, prima ne udiffe la Difgratia, che potefle pre- 
venirne gli Effetti. 

In oltre, al dire del fidetto Giovio, egli era cosi perito negli 
affari d’Europa, ed in tanto crédito, che molte volte era eletto Am- 
bafciatore in un fuibito ancéra ch’egli haveffle 4 trattare cofé gra- 
viflime, ove non bifognava folamente la Fede d’un animo fincero, 
ma laDiligenza, e la preftezza d’un Corpo rifvegliato e follécito. 


Per fincerare maggiormente il Conte dogni biafimo che: po- 
tefle eflerle dato, ¢ da faperfi, ch’egli in quel tempo invid daSpa- 
gna al Pontéfice, Domenico Paftorello fuo Cappellano, per con= 
dolerfi in fuo Nome delle prefenti Sciagure; ed il Papa gradi tal- 
mente quefVufficio, che rimandogli il detto Domenico, riveftito 
del grado di Véfcovo Algarenfe. E dopd la Morte del Conte, 
leggefi in due Brevi Pontificii, ambo di condoglianza alla fua 
Madre; Puno fcritto da Roma, e Paltro da Bologna (il 1529.) 
dal Cardinal di Perugia, allora Cammerlengo, ° quefte parole ; 
“ Poiché fua Santita, non hebbe Ja fatisfattione d’un’opportunita 
di rimunerare il Conte, e moftrargli qualche fegno di gratitu- 
dine mentr’ era vivente, per Pintegra fua fedelta, e divotione 
verfo la Sede Pontificia, di proprio moto, in teftimonio dell’- 
amore che gli portava, cede a lei tré mila Ducati ch’egli> era 

debitore alla Camera, &c.” © E Francefco Gonzaga, Amba- 
ciatore in#quel tempo alla Corte di Roma per Federico Marchefe 
di Mantova, condoléndofi con la Madre del Conte per la pérdi- 
ta del fuo Figliuolo, cosi {crive: “ A noftro Signore, € {tata mo- 
“Teftiffima quefta jattura, e fua Santita conofce molto bene 
@haver fatto pérdita di grandiflima importanza per il fedele 
& onorato fervitio, ch’ella riceveva dalla fua perfona, il gual’ 
era di forte che ne reftava beniffimo fodisfatto; e m’ha detto, 
che a2 quefte prefenti congionture non gli poteva occérrere 
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be it as it will, it is certain, there ts no Room for the leaff Sufpi- 
cion to the Blemifh of the Couns Honour, or of his Ability in the 
Adminifiration of Affairs. And it is credible, that being at fuch a 
Diftance from Rome, be heard of the Difafter, before the Effeds 
could be prevented. 

Befides, according to the Account of the above mentioned Jovius,. 
he was fo well skill'd in the Affairs of Europe, and in fo high Gre- 
dit, that be was frequently chofen Embaffador upon thé fudden, 
when Matters of the highe/t Importance were to be tranfatted, m 
which not only the Fidelity of a fincere Mind was requifite, but the 
Diligence and Readinefs of a watchful and ative Conftitution. 

Zo clear the Count fill farther from all Blame that can be wm- 
puted to him, we are to know, that he, at that very funtture, dif- 
patchd from Spain to the Pope, his Chaplain Domenico Pafto- 
rello, 20 condole with his Holinefi, in his Name, upon the present 
Misfortunes; and the Pope was fo pleasd with the Tender of his 
Duty, that he fent back Domenico, mvefled with the Promotion of 
Bifhop of Algara. And after the Count’s Death, in two of his Ho- 
hine{*'s Briefs, both of Condolence to the Count’s Mother ; one wiit- 
ven from Rome, and the other from Bologna, i 1529. by Car- 
anal de Perugia then his Chamberlain, there are thee Expreffions. 
“Since his Holinefs had not the Satisfattion of an Opportunity to 
reward the Count, and fhew fome Token of bisGratitude to him 
“ while luing, for his unblemifrd Fidelity and Devotion to the See 
of Rome; he, of his own mere Motion, in Teftimony. of the Love 
he bore him, remitted to him 3000 Ducats, whuh- he was.-im 
‘ Aivvear to the Chamber, &c”. And Francifco Gonzaga, -Em- 
baffador then at the Court of Rome from Frederick Marquis of Man- 
tua, condoling with the Mother for the Lofs. of the Count her Son, 
writes in this Manner: “* This Lofs of your's is a very, great Af- 
“ fuition tomy Mafter; and his Holinefs is very fenfthle that he 
“be feels a Lofs of the greateft Importance, in being deprived of 
© that faithful and honourd Service which he recewd from bis 
“ Perfon, and which was of that Quality, that gave bim the ie 
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“ cofa piu finiftra di quefta, &c.” Onde tutte quefte cofe, fan- 
no evidentemente conofcere, che ftirono falfe le imputationi date 
al Caftiglione, e che per tali fuirono riconofciute dalla Corte di 
Roma. Anzi che quelli infaufti Accidenti alterarono talmente 
lanimo fuo, (che aggiunti alle continue fatiche, a’ viaggi ed in- 
commodi che fofferti havea, e che gid molto per effi érafi inde- 
bolita la fua Compleffione) che fi tiene per fermo che gli accele- 
raflero la Morte. Percioche, fi come per ogni rifpetto era obli- 
gato di anteporre l’Intereffe della Sede Romana, cosi non potea, 
per i fingolari Favori, che havea dall’Imperatore ricevuti, fentir 
affanno grandiflimo, de’ gravi difparéri inforti fra i due primi 
Préncipi della Criftianita, che minacciavano il commun danno, 
e la Ruina di Europa. 


S'infermo egli dunque in Toledo (e non in Madrid come vuole 
il Giovio) dove trovavafi allora /Imperatore; e nello {patio di 
giorni fette, fini, come viffe, piamente la fua vita, il fecondo di 
Febbraro del 1529. E tanto fu il difpiacére, che della fua mor- 
te ne fenti Carlo V. che giamai non ceflava di commemorar |e 
Virtti del Defonto; ed inviando fabito un Gentilhuomo di Céz 
mera 2 condolerfi con Lodovico Strozzi Nepote del Conte, gli 
fece offrire dal fuo canto ogni favore che defiderar potefle; e¢ 
pofcia ordino che foffe proveduto Papparato neceflario, per cele- 
brarne folennemente i Funerali a fue {pefe; ma cid non fa ftima- 
to bene di accettarfi. Commando egli non oftante, che tutti i 
Prelati e principali Signori, che allora trovavanfi alla {ua Corte, 
dovéffero accompagnar il Cadavere alla Chiefa principal di To- 
ledo; il che fi pontualmente efleguito, non tanto per il com- 


mando Imperiale, quanto, perché da tutti era ftato fommamente 
amato, e riverito. 
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left Satasfattion; and he has told me, that in the prefent Pofture 
“ of Affaws nothing could have fallen out more untuckily for 
“ him, &c”. So that all thefe Circumfances make i evidently 
clear, that the Imputations thrown ou Caltiglione were falfe, and 
were known to be fo by the Court of Rome. Thefe grating Acci- 
dents, however, gave fuch a Turn to his Mind and Spiits, that 
(what with the continual Fatigues, the fourneys, and laconveniences 
that he had undergone, by which his Conftitutwn was mainly i- 
paid) wt was taken for granted, that they altogether concurred to 
haften his Death. For as in every Refpett on the one hand be 
was obliged to prefer the Interefis of the Roman See, fo he could 
not on the other, by reafon of the fingular Favours which he had 
recewed from the Emperor, but entertain the moft fenfible Con- 
cern, on Account of thofe heavy Anunofities [prung up betwixt two 
Chrifitan Princes, and which threatewd the common Detriment and 
Ruin of Europe. 

He fell fick Toledo (and not m Madrid, as Jovius would 
have it) where the Emperor at that Time was; and m the {pace 
of feven Days, as he had led, fo he clofed his Life, pioufly, on 
the fecond Day of February,1529. And fuch was the Concern and 
Regret of Charles V. for his Death, that he never ceafed to com- 
memorate the Vertues of him dead; and difpatching mftanily one 
of the Gentlemen of his Bed Chamber to condole with Lewis Stroz- 
zi, Nephew to the Count; he commiffion’d him to offer on his Part 
all the Favours that could be wifk’d; and afterwards orderd, 
that all neceffary Preparations fhould be made for the folemn Ce- 
lebration of the Coumt’s Funeral at his Charge, an Offer that was 
not thought fit to be accepted of. He commanded, notwithfianding, 
that all the Prelates, and principal Lords then at brs Court, fhould 
attend the Body to the principal Church of Toledo: Which was 
punttually obey'd, not only in Refpect to his Imperial Majefty’s 
Commands, but in Regard to the great Love and Reverence , 
which they had for the Count whilft living, 
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Vita dell’ Autore. 


Quefti flrono, l’Arcivefcovo di Toledo, e l’Arcivefcovo di S. 
Giacomo Prefidente del Real Configlio, con tutto il feguito de’ 
Vefcovi e Gonfiglieri Regi; iquali non fogliono andare che a’ 
funerali de’ Préncipi del fangue; affieme con il refto de’ Grandie 
Nobili di Spagna ed Officiali di Guerra; eccottuatone pero il Gran 
Cancelliere che per indifpofizione non poté intervenirvi. 


Con quefta fontuofa Pompa ed Onore fi il Corpo di quel Sa- 
pientifimo, Nobilifimo, e Valorofo Conte Baldaflar Caftiglione, 
condotto alla Chiefa, e dépofto in un lnogo eminente nella Capel- 
ja di Sant Idelfonfo. Gli Officii funebri furono celebrati dal?’ 
Arcivefcovo di Toledo, e continudronfi per nove giorni, con tal 
folennita e decoro, che mai ad alcun’altro (che 4 Préncipi del 
fangue) fu la simile conceduta. 

L’Imperatore in fegno di gran dolore molti giorni fi tenne ri- 
tirato; e durante quel tempo niuno fi ammeffo all’udienza, fuori 
che Lodovico Strozzi, che andato 2 render gratie degli Onori, e 
Favori particolari che la Maeftd fua s’era degnata di compartirgli 
in quef? occafione; da effa, fra Valtre amorevoli expreflioni gli 
fu detto: “ Yo os digo que es muerto uno de los mejores Cava- 
** leros del Mundo. 

Ivi giacque per sédici mefi, dopo i quali Aluigia fua Madre 
volle, che fofle trafportato 2 Mantova, havendo fatto edificare 
una belliffima Capella nella Chiefa de’ Frati Minori, detta la Ma- 
donna delle Gratie, fuori della Citta cinque miglia’; con una fon- 
tuofa Tomba, di vaga e curiofa Architettura; dove furono anche 
ripofte le Offa della fua cara Conforte, accioché né meno in mor- 
te foflero da lui difgiunte: E vi fi {colpito il feguente Epitafio 
compotto dal Cardinal Bembo, 
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The Life of the Author. 


The great Men attending, were the Archbifhop of Toledo, the Arch- 
bifhop of St.Jacomo, Prefident of the laperial Councd, with the 
whole Train of Bifbops and Counfellors, who are accuftom'd to at- 
tend the Funerals only of Princes of the Blood, together eee the 
ref of the Grandees and Nobles of Spain, pa Officers of War ; 
excepting only the Grand Chancellor, who was prevented iy Sick- 
nefs from attending the Solenmity. 

With fuch Jamptuous Pomp and Honour, was the Corpfe of that 
moft wife, noble, and valiant Gentleman, nu Baltharat Calti- 
clione, Pei dusted to the Church, and repofed i in a high Part of 
she Chap el of St.ildefonfo. The "Fanetal Offices were celebrated by 
the Ar Th ifhop of Toledo, and coutimued for nine fucceffive Days, 
with fuch Solemutty aud Bintiond as was never pernutted to any 
one before, the Princes of the Blo wo excepted. 

The Emperor, im Teftimomy of his great Grief, kept himfelf re- 
viv'd for many Dhys' during which, no Body was admitted to an 
Audience, but Lewis Strozzi, who weut to return bis Thanks for 
thofe Honoat, and particular Favours, which bis Imperial Majefty 
had vouch bfafed to beflow on this Occale on ; 0 whom, among other 
affectionate Expreffions, he was thus addre/vd: <7 tel] you, that we 
“< have loft one of the ma0f accomplifhed Gentlemen in the World”. 

The Corpfe lay there for fixteen Months ; after which, Alvigia, 
bis Mother, had a Mind that it fhould be remov'd to Mantua, ba- 
ving built CaP avery magnificent Chapel in the Church of the Frond 
vite > Fryars, called La Madonna delle Gratie, frve Miles without 
the City, with a fumptuous Monument of curious and delightful Ar- 
chitecture; where the Religues of his deav Wife were lkewife re- 
pofited, that So thofe at their Death might by no Means be fepa- 
rated, who in thew Lives were fo Guised. atdadebe following Lpt- 
tapb, made by Cardimal Bembo, was engrav’d upon it. 






















Vita dell’ Autore. 
Balthaffari Caftilioni Mantuano, 


Omutbus nature dotibus, pluribus bonis artibus ovnato, 
Grecis Litteris erudito, 
Ln Latins, & Hetrufcis etiam Poete; 
Oppido Nebularia in Pifaurenfi 
Ob virtutem Militavem donato ; 
Duabus obits Legationibus, Britannica, & Romana, 
Fi/panienfem cum ageret, 
Ac ves Clementis VIL. Pout. Max. procuraret ; 
Quatuorque libros 
De infistuenda Regum Familia perferipfiffer; 
Pofiremo, cum Carolus Quintus Imperator 
Epifcopum Abule creari mandaffet, 
Tolets Vita funéto ; 
Magni apud omnes gentes nominis ; 


Qui vixit ann. L. menf II. die I. 


Moy fia Gonzaga 
Contra votum Juperftes Filo B. M.P. 
Ann, Dom. MDX XTX. 


Baldaflar Caftiglione, oltre il fuo pregiatiffimo Corteggiano, 
compofe molte Poefie Latine, e Tofcane; e fra Paltre una 
belliffima Elegia in Morte dun’ Amico, intitolata Alcon; e la Cleo- 
patra in elegantiffimo Stile Eroico; con altri fimili componimen- 
tl, 1 quali tutti (che fi fon potuti trovare) si fon pofti alla fine 
di quefto Libro, con alcune Lettere; fra le quali, € da notarfi, 
quella alla Marchefa di Pefcara concernente la publicazione del 
Cortigiano. Benche poche fiano le fue Poefie Italiane, fono pe- 
ro ftimabilifime; ed in ambe le Lingue ha confeguito il Nome 
di degno ed ottimo Poeta; e fecondo il Giovio, Giulio Cefare 
Scaligero, ed altri eminenti Scrittori, € {tato giudicato meritevole 
del fecondo Luogo dopo Virgilio. Non vi fu Scienza al Mondo, 
ch’egli non fi ftudiafle @imparare, o pur chegli ftudiatala non 
ne 
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To the Memory of 
Balthafar Caftiglione, of Mantua, 
A Gentleman adorn’d with all the Accomplifhments of Nature, 
With more of Art, 
Well read in the Greek Tongue, 
In Latw and Tufcan a Poet: 
For his Military Virtues 
Prefented with the Town of Nwvolara in Pefaro. 
Having difchare’d himfelf of two Embaflies, to Britain and Rome, 
And being in his third to ‘Spain, 
Employ’d on the Affairs of Pope Clement VII. 
Having writ four Books 
Of Inftructions for the Education of a Couttier, 
Laftly, having been nominated by the Emperor Charles V. 
To the Bifhoprick of Auila, 
He died at Toledo, 
Leaving a Name well known thr oughout the World. 
He lived fifty Years, two Months, anda Day. 


Aloyfia Gonzaga, an unhappy Survivor, 
Erected this to her deferving Son. 
A.D. MDX XTX. 


Balthazar Caftiglione, be/ides his comparable Book of the Cour- 
tier, compofed many Pada and Vulcan Poems; among/t others, a 
Se delichtful Elegy upon the Death of a Friend, called Alcon; 
and the Cleopatra, 7 mofi elegant herowk Verfe ; and Such other Pie- 
ces, as (at leaf, all that we could meet with) are put at the End of 
sbis Book, inh Some Letters; among which, that to the Marchionefs 
of Pefcara concerning the Pablo of bis @onied 1s particularly 
remarkable. Tho his ltalian Poems are but if they are im great 
Reputation ; and in both Tongues he hath obtaimed the Name of a 
ils and excellent Poet; and according to AFTER Julius Cz ee 
Scaliger, and other einen Wruers, be hau been Jue d t0 desert 
the fec tee Place after Virgil. There was not a Science in the W te 
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Vita dell Auntore. 

ne haveffe perfetta cognizione. Fra le Armi e fra iSenatori era di 
natura molto confacevole ed Amabile; efpertiffimo e fincero nel 
Negotiare; vigilante nello {pedire, giufto nel fodisfare;  fopra 
ogn’altra cofa, Circofpetto e Prudente nello antivedere. Era egli 
di belliffima prefenza, e d’afpetto Signorile, come pud vederfi 
dal fuo Ritratto che fi € pofto alla Fronte di quefta Edizione. E 
puo dirfi, che haveffe tutte quelle perfettioni ch’egli al fuo Corte- 
giano ha prefcritte; ‘e fii tanto in Vita ftimato, ‘che dopo morte 
il fuo crédito non ha ‘potuto pid oltre inalzarft. 



















The Life of the Author. 
that he did not fruly to obtain, or which, when he once fiuded, 
he did not become a perfett Mafler of. la Camps and Senates be 
was fweet and anrable; in Negotiations, moft expert and fatth- 
ful; vigilant in difpatching, guft in going Satssfattion; and, 
above all, civcumfpet and wife m forefeeing Meafures. He was 
of a very fine Prefence, and an Afpett which befpoke the No- 
bleman, as is evident from the Cut of him prefixed to this Edition. 
And we may truly fay, that he had all thofe Perfettious which he | 
has preferibed to bis Courtier; and that he was fo efieem’d in bis i 
Life-time, that his Reputation and. Charatter could not rife higher 
after bis Decea/e.. 
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Reverendo & Iluf. Sig. 
DOMTCHEL ‘de S TEV 


Vefcovo di Visto. 


NW Uando 1S egnor Guid’ Ubaldo di Montefeltro, Ducad “Urbino, pay- 

$0 da quefla Vita, io znfieme con alcuwaltri Cavalieri, che ’ha- 
| veano fervito, reftai alli Servttii del Duca Frrancefcto Maria 
SSS dalla Rovere, Herede 6 Succefsor di guello nello Stato. E. come 
nell’animo mio era recente lodor delle Virth del Duca Guido, & la fatif- 
fattione, che in quegli anni haveva Jentito della amorévole Compagnia dt 
cost eccellentt Perfone, come allbora si ritrovavano nella Corde d”Urbino, 
fur ftimulato da quella memoria & ferivere quefit Libyi del Cortegiano; il 
che 20 fect in pochi giorni, con intentione di caftigar col tempo gueglt erro- 
vt, che dal defidério di pagar tofto quefto débito érano nati. , 

Ma la Fortuna, gia molt’ Anni, wha Sempre tenuto oppreffo in cosi contr. 
nur travagli, che 10 non bd mai potuto pigliar [patio di ridurgli 2 térmi- 
ne, che tl mio debil giudicio ne reflaffe contento. Ritrovdndomi adungue 
an Ifpagna, 5 effendo d'Italia avifato, che la Sig. Vittoria dalla Colonna 
Marchefa di Pefcara, alla quale 10 gia fect cépia del Libro, contra la pro- 
mela fua ne havea fatto tranfertvere una fran parte; nou potez non fen- 
tirne qualche faftidio, dubitandomi di molti inconvenienti, che in Stmili cafe 
peffino occorrere. Nientedimeno mi confidat, che L LAZCZU0, pridéntta di 
quella Signora (la virta dela quale io empre ho tenuto in veneratione, 
come cofa divina) bafiaffe a rimediare, che pregiudtcio alcuno non mi venif- 
fe dall’haver obedtto a fioi comandamenti. 

In ultimo feppt, che quella parte del Libro, ft ritrovava in Napoli in 
mano di moltt, L£, come fono gli hudmiui Sempre cipidi di novita 





» parea 
che 








Right Reverend and Il]luftrious. 
Lord MICHAEL de STIL. V A, 
Bifhop of Vrse£o. 


Fe] 1 the Time that Guido Ubaldo. of Montefeliro, Duke of Urbino, 
(Bw) departed this Life; I, and fome other Gentlemen, formerly of his 

YP Xe| Houthold, remain’d in the Service of Duke Francis Maria of Ro- 
itm Vere, Who by Right of Inheritance fucceeded him in Title and 
Eftate. And having frefhin Mind Guzdo’s fhining Virtues, and the agreeable 
Converfation of thofe worthy Perfons, who then flourifh’d in the Court of 
‘Urbino, I found my felf tempted to fpend a few Days in.compofing thefé 
Books. of The Courtier; refolving afterwards at my leifure Hours to correct 
the Faults occafion’d by a hafty Defire of paying this Acknowledgment to 
their Memory. 

But it has been my Fortune to be fo employ’d for many Years together, 
that I never had Time to finifh them fo as to fatisfie my own poor Judgment. 
In the mean Time, whilft.I was in Spain, I receiv’d Advice from Jta/y, that 
the Lady Viétoria Colonna, Marchionels of Pefeara, to whom I communi: 
cated my Book,. had, contrary to her Promife, caus’d a great Part of it to be 
copy’d out; at which I could not help being uneafy, knowing the Inconve- 
niences that might happen in fuch Cafes. Neverthelefs, I flatter’d my felf, 
that the good Senfe and Prudence of that Lady, for whom I always had a 
moft profound. Veneration, would fecure me from fuffering by obeying her 
Commands. 





At length I came to hear, that That Part of the Book was handed about 
in Naples. And as Men are always fond of new Things, there was Reafon 
to 































































Prefatio dell’ Autore. 
che quelli.tali tentaffero di farla imprimere. Ondo, fpaventato da quefto 
pertcolo, determinaimi di rivedér fibito nel Libra, quel poco, che mé com. 
portava il tempo, con intentione di publicarlo; eftimando men male laftiar- 
lo veder poco caftigato per mia mano, che molto lacerato per man d’altri. 
Cosi per efequire quefta deliberatione, cominciat a riléggerlo; e fubito nel- 
la prima fronte, admontto dal Titulo, preft nou mediocre triflezza: la gual 
ancora nel paar pit avanti molto saccrebbe; ricordandomi la maggiir 
parte di coloro, che fono introdutti net ragionamenti effer gia morti; che 
oltre a quelli dt chi fi fa mentione nel Proemio dell’ultime, morto é il me- 
défimo Meffer Alfonfo Ariofio, a2 cui il Libro é indrizzato; Gidvane affabi- 
Le, difereto, picno di fiaviffimi coftumt, © atto ad ogni cofa conveniente 
ad huomo di Corte. Medefimamente il Duca Juliano de Médici, la cui 
bonta, e nobil cortesta meritava pin lungamente dal Mondo effer goduta. 
Meffer Bernardo, Cardinal di S§. Maria in Portico, 21 quale per uw acuta, 
& piacévote prontezza d’ingegno, fa gratifimo a qualunque lo conobbe, pir 
é€ morto. Morto é il Signor Ottavian Fregofo, huomo &@ nofirr tempt rarif- 
fimo, magnanimo, religiofo, pien di bonta, d’ingegno, prudéutia, 5 corte- 
sia; e veramente amico d’onore, e di virth; e tanto deguo di laude, che Lj 
medcfini inimict fuor furono fempre conftrett: a laudarlo: e quelle difera- 
tie, che effo confiantifimaménte fupporto, ben furono baftanti a far fede, 
the la fortuna, come fempre fu, cost é ancor hoggzai contraria alla virtn. 
Mortz fono ancor molti altri de i nominati nel Libro, a t quali parea, che 
la natura prometteffe lunghifima vita. 

Ma quello, che fenza lacrime raccontar non fi deurta, é, che la Signora 
Duchelfa, effa ancir é¢ morta. Et fe Vanimo mio fi turba per la pérdita 
dit tanti amici, e Signori miez, che mbhanno lafciato in quefta vita, come in 
wna folitudine piena ad affanut, ragiowée che molto pi acerbamente Senta il 
dolore della morte della Signora‘Duchef[a, che di tuttz gli altri; percheé ef- 
fa molto pit che tutti gli altri valeva; © io ad effa moki pin che tutti 
gli altri era tenuto. ‘Per non tardare adunque a pagar quello, ch’io deb- 
bo alla memoria di cosi eccellente Signora, e de ghi altri che pit non vrvo- 
20; indutto ancéra dal pertculo del Libro, hollo fatto imprimere, & publi- 
car tale, qual dalla brevita del tempo me flato conceffo. 

Et perché vo1, née della Signora Duchefja, née de gh altri, che fon morti, 
fuor che del Duca Fuliano, del Cardinale di S. Maria in Portico, havefte 
notitia in vita loro, accid che, per quanto io poffo, Lbabbiate dopo la morte, 
mandovi quefio Libro, come un Ritratto di pittura della Corte d*Urbino, 
non di mano di Rafaello, 6 Michel’ Angelo, ma dt Pittor ignébile, & che fo- 
Lamente fappiatirare le Linee principali, fenza adornar la verita di vaghti 
colori, 0 far parer per arte di profpettiva quello che non &. €t come chio 
mi 
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to believe, ‘that it would fhortly be carry’d to the Prefs. Upon the Appre- 
henfion of which I refoly’d to revife it at my {pare Hours, in order to publith 
it my felf; concluding that to fend it into the World, though never fo little 
corrected by my own Hand, would be fafer, than to have it mangled and 
abufed by the Hands of others. And in order to put in Execution this De- 
fign, immediately I began to read it over again; and the very Frontifpiece 
put me upon a melancholy Reflection; which, the farther I went on, increa- 
fed the more: For I called to Mind, that the greateft Part of the Interlocu- 
tors in thefe Difcourfes are already dead, befides thofe mentioned in the Pre- 
face of the laft Book, even 4/phon/o Arioffo, to whom I dedicated the whole, 
is dead; a young Man, of a promifing Genius, and a {weet Behaviour, and 
every Way qualified for the Office of a Courtier. Alfo Duke Julian of Me- 
dict, who, for his Goodnefs and Humanity, deferved a longer Continuance in 
the World: And Bernardo, Cardinal of Savéta Maria in Portico, who for 
his fharp and ready Wit, was agreeable to all that knew him, are both dead: 
So is likewife Octaviano Fregofo, one of the moft eminent of our Times ; 
of a magnanimous Temper, religious, full of Goodnefs, of fine Parts, pru- 
dent, courteous, a true Lover of Honour and Merit, and every way fo defer- 
ving, that his very Enemies could not help commending him; though the 
Misfortunes, which he bore with fo much Chearfulnefs and Conftancy, plain- 
ly thew, that Fortune to this Day is as much as ever an Enemy to Virtue. 
Many others nam’d in this Book are alfo dead, to whom Nature feem’d to 
promife a longer Life. 

But, what ought not to be mention’d without Tears, is, that even the Du- 
chefs her felf is dead: For as I cannot help being concern’d at the Lofs of fo 
many Friends and Gentlemen, who have left me in this World, as ina Wil- 
dernefs of Afflictions, fo I ought with greater Reafon to grieve for her Death 
above all, becaufe fhe was more valuable than all of them put toge- 
ther, and to whom I was more particularly obliged. Therefore, partly 
not to defer paying that Debt, which I owe to the Memory of that incom- 
parable Lady, and of thofe others who are now gone; and. partly to fecure 
my Book from all foul Play, I have caus’d it to be printed, and publith’d, 
as carefully as the little Time I had would permit. 

And becaufe you never knew:the Duchefs, nor the other deceafed Perfons, 
in their Life-time, except Duke Yudian, and the Cardinal of Savé¢Za Maria in 
Portico, 1am very defirous that you fhould be acquainted with them after 
their Death; and for that end I prefent you with this Copy, as a lively Pic- 
ture of the Court of ‘Urbino, not drawn by Raphael or Michael Angelo, but 
by a much inferior Hand, which only gives the Out-Lines of the main De- 
fign, without adorning it with beautiful Colours, or difguifing the Truth by 
way of Proipective. Ihaveindeed done my utmoft, by the feveral Ways of 
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mi fia sforzato dt dimofirar co i ragionamenti le proprieta, e conditioni di 
guellt, che vi fono nominati; confeffo nou havere, non che efpreffo, ma né 
anco accennato le virth della Signora ‘Ducheffa; perche non folo il mio fiile 
non & fufficrente ad efprimerle, ma pir Vintelletto ad imaginarle. Et fe 
circa guefto, 0 altra cofa degna di riprenfione (come ben sd che nel Libro 
molte non mancano) fard riprefo, nou contradirod alla verita. 

Ma perché talbor gli huémini tanto fi diléttano di ripréndere, che r3- 

préendono ancor quello che non mérita riprenfione; ad alcuni che mi biaft. 
mano, perch’ 20 non bo imitato il Boccaccio, née mi fono obligato alla con fucti 
dine del parlar Tofcano @hoggid?; non reftard di dire, che ancor che’l Boc- 
caccio fuffe dt gentilingegno, fecondo quet tempi, e che in alcuma parte feri- 
velfe con diftrettzone, 9 indufiria, nientediméno, alfa meglio ferife quando 
fi Lifeid guidar folamente dallingegno, © inftinto fuo naturale, fenz altro 
fitidio, 0 cura dt limare 2 feritti fuot, che quando con diligéntia, e fatica f¢ 
sforzd @effer pit culto, © caftigato. Percio li medéfimi fuoi fautori affér- 
mano, che effo, nelle cofe fue prépric, molto singanno di giudtcio, tenends 
zn poco guelle che gli hanno fatto honore, in molto quelle, che nulla vd. 
gliono. 

Se adungque 10 haveffi imitato quella manera di firtuere, che in lui & 73- 
prefa da chi nel refto lo lauda, non poteva fuggire almen quelle medéfime 
calinunte, che al proprio Boccaccio fon date circa quefto; © 20 tanto maggio- 
vi le meritava, guanto che Perror {uo allhor fu credendo di far bene: 6 
hor’il mio farebbe flato, conofcendo di far male. Se ancéra haveffi imitato 
quel modo, che da molti é¢ tenuto per buono, e da effo fu men apprezzato , 
parévami, con tal waitatione, far teftiméni defer difcorde di giudtcio da co- 
luz, che to imitava, la gual cofa (fecondo mé) era inconveniente. 

Et quando ancéra quefto rifpetto non mhaveffe mofo, 10 uom poteva nel 
fubietto imitarlo; nou havendo effo mai fcritto cofa alcuna di matéria simi- 
le 2 quefii Libri del Cortegiano. Et nella Lingua, al parér mio, non dove- 
va; perche, la forza, e vera régula del parlar bene, confifte pit uell’ufo, 
che in altro; e fempre é vitio ufar parole che non stano iu confuetudine. 

Percio non era conveniente, ch’i0 ufaffi molte di quelle del Boccaccio, le 
guali a [uot tempt sufavano, &5 hor fono difufate dalli medéfimi Tofcant. 
Non bo ancor voluto obligarmi alla confuetidine del parlar Toftano d’hog- 
gid); perche il commercio tra diverfe nationi ba fempre havuto forza di 
trafportare dall’una alV’altra, quafi come le mercantle, cost ancor nuovi vo- 
cabuli; 2 quali pot dirano, 0 mancano, fecondo che fono dalla confuetidine 
admefi, 0 veprobatt. Et quefto, oltre il teftimdnio de gli antichi, vede/i 
chiaramenie nel Boccaccio, nel qual fin tante parole Franzefi, Spagnuole, e 
Provenzali,  alcune forfe non ben intefe da iTofcani moderni, che chi 
tutte quelle levaffe, farebbe il Libro molto minore. 

Et 
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reafoning, td fhew the peculiar Genius and Talent of every Perfon concern’d; 


yet Lown I have not juftly copy’d, nor hardly attempted the Perfectio ons of 


the Duchefs; being confcious that I had neither Language to Ulin 3) nor e- 
ven Power to conceive them. For which, or a other Faults, (as I know 
my Book is not without fome) if I fhould be cenfur’d, I fhall nor fland c 
againft the Truth. 

But becaufe fome Men love to find Faults where there are none; and fome 
Men blame me for not imitating Boccace, nor keeping up to the prefenr 
Tufcan idiom; I cannot help affirming, that though Boccace wrote rery well 
for the Age he liv’d in, and in fome of his Works fhew’d a good Tafte, and 
a fruitful Tnvention ; ; yet he wrote better when guided only iy his own Wit 
and natural Impulfe, and without Study or Care, than when with all his Ta: 
bour and Pains he attempted to be pure and correct. On this Account, even 
his Admirers allow, that in his own Works he betray’d Want of Judgment, 
fetting no Value upon thofe which have gain’d him Reputation, and too much 
upon thole which are nothing worth. 


If therefore I had imitated that particular Way of Writing, which his very 
Friends condemn him for, I fhould have incurr’d the fame SCaTanee and in- 
deed more juftly; becaufe his Failing was, that he thought he did well, but 
I know I fhould do ill. Moreover, for me to imitate that Style, which fome 
admire him for, though he himfelf was not fond of it, would have betray’d a 
different Judgment from his, which, in my Opinion, is an odd way of imi- 
tating. 


But if this is not Reafon enough for not imitating him, I may farther al- 
ledge, that the Subject it felf will not allow it; there being none of all his 
Works, that have Affinity with thefe Books of the Cowrtier. And alfo in 
Diction I think IT ought not to imitate him; becaufe the Authority and Rule 
of {peaking correctly, is founded in Cuftom more than any thing elfe; and 
tis always a Fault to ‘ated’ Words not in Ule. 

I was then obliged not to ufe feveral Words, which in Aoccace’s Time were 
common, and are now grown obfolete even among the Tz/caus themfelves. 
Befides, I. did not care to confine my {elf to their prefent Dialect; fince by 
the Traffick of one Nation with another, new Words are as much imported 
as any other Commodity; and are in or out of Fafhion, as they are authori- 
fed or rejected by Cuftom. Ofthis, not only the Ancients, but Boccace him- 
felf is a Proof, whofe Book is fo full of French, Spani/b, Provenczal, and 
many other Words not well underftood by the prefent Zz/cans, that to pick 


them all out, would much leffen the Bulk of it. 
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Prefatio dell’ Autore. 

Lt perch (al parér mio) la confuetidine del parlare dell’altre Citta 
nobili d'Italia, dove concérrono hudmini favii, zngentofi,  eloguenti, 
che trattano cofe grand di Zoverno de Stati, di léttere, a’ Arme, &§ negotia 
diverft, non deve éffere del tutto Sprezzata dei Vocabuli che in gue fiz luo- 
chi, parlando, sifano. Effimo haver potuto ragionevolmente ufar, firie 
vendo, guelli, che hanno in sé gratia, § elegantia nella pronincia; fon 
tenuti communemente per buoni, fignificattvi, benche non siano Lofcani ; 
 ancir habbiano origine di fuor d’Itdlia. 

Oltre a quefio, ufanfi is Toftana molti vocabuli chiavamente corrotti dal 
Latino, ki qualt nella Lombardia, e nelle altre parti @itdlia fon rimaftt 
sntégri, e fenza mutatione aleuna, 3 tanto univer falmente sifano per gn’ - 
uno, che dalli Nobili Sono amme ff: per buoni, e dal vulgo intefr Senza diffi. 
colta. Percid non penfo haver commeffo errore, fe 10, fcrtvendo, ho ufato 
alcunt di quefti, e pia tofto pigliato L ‘autégro && fincero della Patria mia, 
che’l corrotto, e guafto della aliena. Né mi par buona Régula quella, che 
dicon molti; che la Lingua V; ulgar tanto é pin bella, guanto @€ men simile 
alla Latina. Neécomprendo, perche ad una confietudine di parlare fe debba 
dar tanto maggtore autorita che all altra; che Se la Toftana bafta per no- 
bilitare 2 vocabuli Latini corrottt, © manchi, e dar loro tanta gratia, che 
cos? mutilati ogwun pofja ufarli per buoni. (il che non fr nega) la Lombarda, 
0 qualfivoglia altra non debba poter foftenér li medéfimi Latini puri, imté- 
Sri, propriz, & non mutati in parte altuna, tanto che stano tolerabilj. 
— Lt veramente fi come il voler formar vocabuli nuovi, 6 mantenér gli an- 
tichi in difpetto della tonfuetidine, dir fi pud temerdria prefuntione; cos? 
zL volér contra la forza della medéfina confuetidine diftriggere , € guafé 
fepelir vivi quelli che dirano gia molti fécuh, & col Seudo della ufanza, 
St fon difeft dalla invidia del tempo, 8 han confervato la dignita, 


el /plen- 
dir loro, quando per Le Guerre, e ruine a’Italia St fon fatte le mutationi 
della Lingua, de gli Edificii, degli Habiti, © Coftumi; oltra che fia diffier- 


le, par quafi una impieta. Percid, Sé 10 non ho voluto, ferivendo, ufare le 
Parole del Boccaccio, che pia non sifano in Ti ofvana, ne fottopormi alla 
legge di coloro, che fiimano, che non fia lécito ufar quelle che non tifano Li 
Toftani d ‘boggidi, parmi meritare efcufatione. 

Penfo adungue, § nella matéria del Libro, e nella Lingua, fer quanto 
una Lingua puo aiutar L ‘altra, haver imitato Autori tanto degni di laude, 
quanto ¢ 11 Boccaccio. Ne credo che mi jt debba imputari per errore Io ha- 
ver eletto di farmi pit toffo condfcere per Lombardo, parlando Lombardo, 
che per nou Tofcano, parlando troppo Tofcano; per non fare come T beophra- 
fto, il qual per parlare troppo Atenicfe, fr duna stmplice vecchiarella co- 
nofciuto per nou Ateniefe. Md perche circa quefo nel Primo Libro fi par- 
la & baftanza; non dird altro, fe non che Ler rimover ogni contentione, io 
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The Author's Preface. 

I think alfo, that the Dialects of other noble Cities of Italy, where Men of 
Wifdom. and Eloquence flourifh, and where al! the Affairs of Government, 
Letters, Arms and Trade are manag’d, ought not to be defpifed for Words cur- 
rent in thofe Places. Wherefore I think I may, without a Fault, ufe fuch 
Words as are graceful, and found well, or are commonly efteem’d good and 
fignificant, though they are not Fu/fcan; nay, though they are not of Ita- 
lian Growth. 


Moreover, in Zx/cazy many Words plainly corrupted from the Latin are in 
Ule, which in Lombardy and other Parts of Ita/y remain entire and unchang’d, 
and are fo univerfally common, that Men of Parts allow them to be good, 
and the vulgar People eafily underftand them. I cannot think then that I have 
done amifs in ufing fome of thele as 1 fiad them in my Countrey whole and 
pure, rather than corrupted aud adulterated as they are elfewhere. For my 
Part, I don’t hold that to be a good Rule, which {ome ftand up for; that our 
vulgar Tongue is the more beautiful, the lefs it comes near the Latin. Neither 
can I conceive why Cuftom in one Place fhould have fo much Power more 
than in another; that Zu/cazy fhall adopt broken and imperfect Latin Words, 
and make them pafs univerfally for current (which cannot be deny’d) andyet 
that Lombardy, or any other Place, fhall not have Credit enough to make the 
fame Latin Words, when pure and genuine, pafs for tolerable. 


Indeed, as to coin new Words, or maintain the old in Defiance of Cuftom, 
favours of Rafhnefs and Prefumption; fo in Defiance of the fame Cuftom, to 
deftroy and bury Words, that have ftood for many Ages, that are guarded by 
Ule as by a Shield, againft the Infults of Time, and even yet retain their Dig- 
nity and Luftre, notwithftanding all the Wars and Devaftations of Italy, the 
Changes of its Language, Buildings, Drefs and Manners ; befides, the Diffi- 
culty of fuch an Undertaking has fomething in it very fhocking. Therefore 
I deferve to be excus’d, both for not ufing the Words of Boccace, which are 
now out of Date in Zu/cazy, and alfo for not conforming tothe Laws of thofe 
who put down all Words, except fuch as are at prefent in Ufe there. 


Now with Regard to the Subject of my Book, and the Diction ufed therein ; 


as far as one Dialect can help another, I have imitated Authors as deferving as 


Boccace. Nor ought I to be cenfur’d for rather difcovering my felf to be a 


Lombard by {peaking the Lombard Idiom, than to be no Tucan, by too 
much affecting to be one; by fuch an Affectation I might have met 
with the fame Fortune as Theophraffus, who being over fond of the Attick 
Dialect, was by an ignorant old Woman difcover’d not to be an Athenian. 
But becaule in the firft Book enoughis faid concerning this Matter; to remove 
all 
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Prefatio dell’ Autore. 

confeljo a tmier Riprenfori, non fapere quefia lor Lingua Tofcana tanto dif- 
ficile, e recondita: E dico haver feritto uella mia, &3 come io parle, Ga 
coloro che parlano, come parlio: E cosi penfo non haver fatto ingiuria ad 
alcuno. Che fecondo me, non é prohibito a chi ft fia fertvere, e parlare 
nella fua propria Lingua; né meno alcuno é aftretto a léggere, 0 aftoltare 
quello coe non glt aggrada: Percid, fe effi non vorran léggere il mio Corte- 
giao, non mt tenero 10 punto da loro imgiuriato. 
Altri dicono, che effendo tanto difficile, S quafi impofszbile trovar un 
huomo cost perfetto, come 10 voglio che fia il Cortegiano, é ftato Super fiuo il 
fertverla; perché vana cofa é infegnar quello, che imparar non fi pur: A 
quefti rifpondo, che mi contentard haver errato con Platone, Xenofonte e 
M.Tillio, laffando 2 difputare del mondo intelligibile, e delle Idees tra Ie 
qualt, fi come (fecondo quella opinione) & la Idea dolla perfetta Republica, 
e del perfetto Re, e del perfetto Oratore, cos) é& ancéra guella del perfetto 
Cortegiano: Alla tmagine della quale s’io0 non ho potuto approfimarmi col 
fitle, tanto minor fatica haveranno it Cortegiani d’approfimarff con L opere 
al términe, e meta,ch’w col ferfvere ho loro propofio. B fe con tutto guefto 
non potrar confeguire quella perfettione, qual ch’ella ft fia, ch’io mi Son sfor- 
sato defprimere, colui, che pit fe gli avicinera, fara il pin perfetto: come 
di molts Arciert, che ttrano ad un Berfaglio, quando niuno é che dia nell 
brocca, quello, che pin fe gli accofta, fenza dibbio é meglior de gli altri. 

Alcuni ancor dicono, ch’io ho creduto formar mé fteffo, perfuadéndomi che 
le condition, ch’i0 al Cortegiano attribuifco, tutte stano in me; a quefti 
tali nou voglio gia negar di non haver tentato tutto quello ch’to vorrei che 
Japeffe il Cortigiano: Et penfo che chi non haveffe havuto qualche notttia 
delle cofe, che nel Libro fi trattano, per erudito che foffe flato, male hau- 
rebbe potuto firiverle. Ma io non fon tanto privo dz giudicio in conofcer 
me fieffo, che mi prefuma faper tutto quello che sb defiderare. 

La difefa adungue di quefte accufationt, e forfe di moltaltre, rimetto ip 
per hora al parére della conmune opinione ; perche il pin delle volte la mol- 
tituidine, ancor che perfettamente non conofca, fente pero, per inflinto di 
natura, un certo odore del bene, e del male: E fenza faperne réndere al- 
traraggione, uno gufta, © ama, & Laltro riftuta, 3 édia. Percid fe uni- 
verfalmente tl Libro piacera, terrollo per buono, e penfaro che debba vi've- 
re; fe ancor non piacera, terrollo per malo, e tofto crederd che fe whabbia 
da perder la meméria. Et fe par i miei accufatori, di queflo commun Liu- 
dicio non réflano fatisfattt, conténtift almeno di quello del tempo, if guase 
Aogni cofa al fin fcopre gli occulti difetti; e per effer Padre della verita, 
¢ Gitdice fenza paffione, fuol dare Sempre dellaVita, 0 Morte delle Scrit- 
ture giufia Sentéutia. 
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Lhe Author's Preface. 


all Contentions of this kind, Iownto my Detractors there is fomething in the 
Tufcan idiom fo difficult and abftrufe, that I cannot make my felf Maftcr of it: 
And therefore I have written in my own Countrey Idiom, both as I {peak my 
felf, and to thofe who {peak as I do. Neither is this an Affront to any Side: 
For in my Opinion no one is forbid to write and {peak in his own Countrey 
Way ; no more than heis oblig’d to read or hear a Thing which he has no Tafte 
for: Confequently, if there is any who won’t read this Book of ny Courtzer, 
I fhall not be offended at ir. 

Others object, that fince ’tis fo difficult, and almoft impoffible to find 
a Courticr fo perfect, as I require him to be, ’tis a necdlefs Undertaking 
to write upon fuch a Topick; for ’tis mere Vantiy to teach a Thing 
that cannot be learnt: To whom I anfwer, that I can be content to Wan- 
der in the Paths of Plaza, Xenophon, and M.Tully, and can bear their Rea- 
fonings concerning Ideas and an intelligible World; and among thefe, be- 
fides the Idea of a perfect Commonwealth, of a perfect King, andof a perfect 
Orator, there is alfo that of a perfect Courticr: In copying of which, tho’ I 
cannot by any written Precepts equal the Dignity of the Subject; yet Cour- 
tiers may by their Actions gain the Mark thofe Precepts aimed at. And if 
they cannot attain to all that Perfection, which, to the beft of my Power I 
have fet before them, he will be efteem’d the moft perfect, who approaches 
the neareft to it: When many fhoot at the fame Bur, though all err fomewhat 
from it, he who comes neareft is always reckon’d the beft Archer. 

Others alledge, that Iam characterizng my felf asa Matter of all thofe Qua- 
lities I wifh for in my Courtier: I anfwer, I cannot deny that I have endea- 
vour’d to have fome Knowledge of all that the Courtier ought to know: For 
whofoever is a Stranger to the feveral Heads neceffary in a Work of this Kind, 
is very unfit to undertake it, whatever Stock of Learning he may otherwife 
have. But I am not fo void of Underftanding, as to fancy I my felf know all 
that I require fhould be known by others. 

I thall wave then at prefent this or any other Charge, and appeal to the 
common Judgment; for oftentimes the Multitude having no thorough Know- 
ledge to go upon, by a certain natural Inftin@ follow the Scent of Good and 
Evil: So that without being able to account for it, one Man likes and relifhes 
What another rejects and loaths. If then my Book happens univerfally to 
pleafe, I fhall conclude it to be good, and think it ought to liye; but if it does 
not pleafe, I {hall conclude it to be bad, and that it deferyes foon to be for- 
gotten. And if all my Detractors are not fatisfied after this Judgment of the 
Publick, let them farther appeal to Time, which in the End difcovers the moft 
hidden Faults; and as ic is a Father of Truth, and a Judge without Paffion, 
commonly paffes juft Sentence of Life or Death on every Author. 


BAL. CASTIGLIONE 
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ERRATA, 


Age 87. line rz. read Courage, p., 93-111. after Stars a Semicolon, and dele of. p.95. 1.39. 8. 
P Round. p.126. 1.30. 8. Performers, p. 129.19. r. hath. p. 187. 1. 10. 4. the. p. 198. 1.7. r. there, 
p.201. 1.33.4. Italian. p.233. 1.6. r. as. P. 248. 1.29. dele Diverfiry of. p.294. 1. 8. r. this. Pp. 305. 
lt. 1. ber. p.307. 1.16. 1. by what. P- 323. 1.30. r. pretend not. p. 329. lie. 4. confequently, p. 330, 
lo. dele to. p.334. 1.25. r. Fate. P-337. 1.2. r.before. 1.5. 1. Love, p.342. 1.16. fe making. p.343. 
1.17.1. to their. p. 349. 1.23. r. of Death. p.356. 1.3. dele fo. pp. 357. 1.19. r. great. p.338.1. a6\'r. 
Perfettion, p.360. |. 38. 1. affigned. P. 366. 1. 30. r. Path. p.372.1.23. 4. it’s. P-375-1.12. 4. quenches, 
P. 384. 1.29. dele and. p. 385. 1.7. r. Bias. P. 392.1. 12, infert iz. p. 393. 1. 28. for divert, r. revile. 
ibid. |, 31. infert approved.  p, 395. 1.13. r.bim. p.396. lg. r. mor too loofe. p. 397. 1. 34. r. or for the 
Lofs, p. 399. 1.28. dele be.  p. 404. lL. to. 1.Vireues. Pp. 405. 1. 7. 1. liberal. p. 406. 1. 20. dele lers, 
ibid. |. 21, r. in/upportable. P. 407. 1. 55. infert have. ibid. |.20. r. ally, ibid. 1,26. 1. Traders. ibid. 1. 
38.1. Apparel, p. 408. 1.4. dele they, p. 412, l.24. infert zo, Pp. 417. lL. 31. dele be. p. 448. 1. 5, for 
free, t. tre. Pp. 449. 1.6. dele who, 


In the Italian, Page 203. 1. 33. r.dadz. p, 356.1, 35. ¥. precedente, 
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IL 


CORTEGIANO, 


Conte Baldaffar Caffielione, 


A 


Ma AtronsosA riosvro. 


Lrsro I, 


ho dubitato, Mefsér Aljonfo 
ee Cariffimo, gual di due cofe 

SES pin difficil mi foffe, 0 il ne- 
garvi quel, che con tanta inflanza 
pit volte mhavete richiefto, o il far- 
lo; perché da un canto mi pareva 
duriffimo negaralcuna cofa, § maff- 
mamente laudévole, a Perfona, chio 
amo fommamente, &} da cut fomma- 
mente mt fento effer’ amato: dall’ al- 
tro ancor pigliar imprefa, la gual’ Io 
nom conofceff: potéer condir’ a fine, pa- 
réami difconvenirfi a chi eflimaffe le 
ginfte riprenfioni, quanto eflimar fe 
débbano. 





_1n ultimo, dopo molti penfieri, hode- 
Uiveratoe/perimentare in quefto, quan- 
LO 
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COURTIER, 


Count Batpassar CasrTicLionr, 


Cal 


ae) 
M. Alfonfo Ariofto. 
Boox I. 


Have a long time doubted with 
» my felf, my deareft Alphonfo, 
| which of the two were the moft 
difficult; either to refufe you, 
what you have with fo much Importunity 
defir’d, orto endeavour to gratify you: For 
as on the one hand it appears very hard to 
deny a Requeft, in it felf fo laudable, to 
a Perfon Ihave fo great an Affection for, 
and by whom I perceive my felf to be 





equally beloved; fo on the other, to en- ° 


gage in an Undertaking which I fhould 
think my felf not fufficiently qualified to 
compafs, cannot but be difagreeable to 
one who regards juft Reproofs in fuch a 

manner as they ought to be regarded. 
At length, after much debating, I have 
determin’d to try what Affiftance in this 
B parti- 














se J 
particular my Diligence may poffibly re- 
ceive from. that Affection and great De- 
fire to pleafe, which in other cafes is of 
ten fo great aSpur to the Endeavours of 
mankind. 

You then require me to write what, in 
my Opinion, forms a compleat Courtier, 
and what Qualifications are moft fuitable to 
a Gentleman living in the Court of Prin- 
ces, which will render him in every refpect 
perfectly capable of ferving them in all 
their reafonable Commands; and whereby 
he may obtain their Favour and the Praife 
of others: In fhort, what fort of Perfon he 
ought to be, who deferveth the name of a 
finifh’d Courtier, and to whofe Accom- 
plifhment there may be nothing wanting. 

Having therefore fully confider’d this 
kind of Requeft, give me leave to affure 
you, that ifit did not appear to me more 
blameable that you fhouldthink mewanting 
in point of Friendfhip, than that all others 
fhould efteem me wanting in point of Dif- 
cretion, I wou’d have rid my hands of this 
Labour, for fear of the Imputation of Rafh- 
nefs from all fuch as know how nice and dif- 
ficult a thing it is, among that Variety of 
Manners which are us’d in the Courts of 
Chriftendom, to chufe a Form the moft 
perfect and as it were the Flower of Cour- 
tierfhip: Becaufe Cuftom often encreafes 
and leffens our Efteem of the fame things. 
Whence it proceedeth, that the Manners, 
Habits, Ufages and Fafhions which have 
fome time been highly valued, become ne- 
elected, and on the contrary thofe which 
have been neglected grow into reputation 
and efteem. It evidently therefore appears 
that Cuftom is more powerful than Rea- 
fon, to introduce new Fafhions among us 
and to abolifh the old; concerning the 
Perfection of which, whoever wou’d pafs 
aJudgment, is often deceived. 

Upon 
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to aiuto porger poffa alla diligenza 
mia guelV affettione, © defidério tn- 
tenfo dz compiacére, che nelle altre 
cofe tanto fule accréfcere Vindiftria 
de el) Hudmini. 

Vou adungque mi richiedéte, ch’io 
criva, qual fia al parer mio la Forma 
di Cortegianta pit conveniente a Gen- 
til huomo, che viva in corte de Prin- 
cipt, per laqualegli pofa © fappia 
perfettamente loro fervuime 1 ogni co- 
fa vagionévole, acguifitandoe da effi 
gratia, 5 da gli altrt laude: In fom- 
ma di che forte debba effer colui, che 
meéritt chiamarfi perfetto Cortegiano, 
pit che cofa alcuna non gli man- 
chi. 


Onde 10 confiderando tal richie- 
fia, dico che fe a mé fleffo non pa- 
refe maggir biafimo Vefer da 
Vor reputato poco amorévole, che 
da tutti glaltri poco prudente , 
haurei fuggito quefta fatica per 
dibbio di non effer tenuto temera- 
vio da tutti quelli, che condfcono, 
come difficil cofa fia tra tante va- 
rieta di coftumt, che siéfano nelle 
Cortz di Chriftzanita, eléggere la 
pin perfetta Forma, § quaft il for 
dt quefta Cortegianta: perché ta 
confuetidine fa a noi fpefo le me- 
défime cofe piacére e difpiacére : on- 
de talhora procede, che i Coftumi, 
gli Habiti, i Riti, e it Modt, che 
uu tempo fon flati im preggio diven- 
gon vili, S per contrario i vili di- 
vengon pregiatz. “Perd fi vede chia- 
ramente, che Lufo pit che la ragione 
ha forza dintrodir cofe nuove tra 
not, S cancellar Lantiche, deHe guals 
chi cerca giudicar la perfettione, 


Spelfo s inganna. 
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molte altre dificulta nella maté- 
ria propoftami a fcrtvere, fono sfor- 
Zato a fare un poco defcufatione, 5 
vender teftsménto, che guefto errore 
(fe pir ft pud dir errore) ame é co- 
mun con vot, accioche sé bidfimo a- 
venire mene ha, guello fia ancor di- 
vifo con vot: perché non minor col- 
pa ft dee eftimar la voftra havermi 
zmpofio carico alle mie forze difu- 
guale, che a mé haverlo accettato. 


Vegniamo adungue hormat «a dar 
principio a quello che é noftro prefip- 
pofto, GS (se_poffibil &) formiamo un 
Cortegiano tale, che quelPrincipe, che 
Jara degno defer da lui fervito, an- 
cor che poco Stato haveffe, fi poffa pe- 
v0 chiamar grandiffimo Signore. 


Noi in queftt Libri non feguiremo 
un certo Ordine, 0 Régula diPrecetti 
diffintz; ch’el pit delle volte nel? in- 
Segnare qual fivoglia cofa ufar fi fio- 
le, ma alla foggia di molti Antichi, 
rinovando una grata membria, recita- 
remo alcunt Ragionamentt, i quali gid 
paffarono tra Hubmini fingularifimi, 
a@ tale propéfito: e benche io non 
vinterveniffi prefentialmente, per ri- 
trovarmi all hor, che furon detti, in 
INGHILTERRA, havéndogl poco ap- 
Preffo zl mio ritorno intefi da perfona, 
che fidelmente me gli narro; sforZe- 
vommt a punto, per quanto la memé- 
ria mi comportera,ricordargli: accio- 
che noto vi fia quello, che habbiano 
giudicato, e creduto di quefta Mate- 
vid, Hudmini degnut di fomma laude, 
© alcui giudtcio in ogni cofa prefiar 

_ ft poteva indubitata fede. Ne fra an- 
cor fuor dt propdfito, per gingere or- 
dinatamente 








BoOrrk: tT. 2 
Per il ché couofcendo io quefla, © 


Upon which Account, perceiving this 
and many other Difficulties in the Subject 
you propofe for me to write upon, I am 
obliged to make fome fmall Excufe, and 
to fhew plainly that this Error, if it may. 
be termed fuch, is common-to us both; 
that if any Blame falls to my Lot you may 
have your Share of it, and it may be di- 
vided between us. For it ought not to 
be efteem’d a fmaller Fault in you, to lay 
on my Shoulders a Burthen to which“my 
Strength is not equal, than ia me to un- 
dertake it. 


Let us therefore at length enter up- 
on what is our chief Defign, and, if pof- 
fible, form fuch a Courtier, that the 
Prince, who is worthy of his Service, 
although his Dominions be but fmuall, 
may neverthelefs make a very confidera- 
ble Figure. 


We will not in thefe Books: follow 
any certain Order or Rule of diftiné& Pre- 
cepts, which is ufually obfery’d in all 
kind of Inftruction whatfoever: But, af- 
ter the Manner of feveral of the An- 
cients, we fhall gratefully revive the Con- 
verfation. of others, and in the way of 
Dialogue recite what paft upon the Sub- 
ject among Perfons excellently qualified 
to determine this Point. And although 
I was not perfonally prefent at thefe De- 
bates, it being then my Lot to be in 
ENGLAND; yet being made acquainted 
with them foon after my Return, by one 
who gave. me a faithful Account of them, 
I fhall endeavour, as far as my Memo- 
ry will ferve me, to recolle@ them; that 
you may perceive what was the Opinion 


in this Matter of Perfons worthy the. 


higheft Praife, and whofe Judgment in 
all Cafes may with Affurance be relied 
on, Nor fhall we wander from the End 
B 2 and 








and Purpofe to which our Difcourfe is di- 
rected, if we open the Occafion of the 
Debates which follow’d, 

The little City Urbin, as every body 
knows, is fituate on the Side of the A- 
pennine, almoft in the Middle of Italy, 
toward the Gulf of Venice: Which, not- 
withftanding its Situation among the 
Hills, and thofe not fo pleafant as may 
be obferv’d in other Places, has yet been 
fo favour’'d by the Heavens, that the 
Countrey all around is exceeding fruit- 
ful. So that befide the Wholefomnels of 
the Air, it is abundantly ftored with all 
Things neceflary for Human Life. But 
among all the Bleffings it may be reck- 
on’d to enjoy, this appears to me the 
chief; that for a long Tra& of Time it 
has been conftantly govern’d by a Suc- 
ceffion of excellent Princes, unlefs for 
that Interval, when it was for a Seafon 
deprived of them by the common Cala- 
mity of the Wars of Italy. 

Without farther Enquiry, we may give 
fome Evidence of this in the Inftance of 
the illuftrious Duke Frederick, who in 
his Time was the Light and Ornament of 
Italy. Nor do we even at this Day want 
true and ample Teftimonies of his Wif- 
dom, Humanity, Juftice and Generofity; 
of his invincible Courage and Warlike 
Difcipline ; of which his numerous Victo- 
ries are a fufficient Proof, efpecially his 
fubduing Places impregnable, his creat 
Swiftnefs in Expeditions, his often put- 
ting to Flight with a fmall Number of 
Forces great and powerful Armies, and 
his having never met with a Defeat in 
any Engagement: So that we may with 
good Reafon compare him to the greateft 
Fleroes we meet with in Story. 


Among 
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preflezza nell efpeditioni, 





dinatamente al fine, dove tende il 
parlar nofiro, narrar la cadufa des 
fuccelfi ragionamenti. 

Alle pendici dell’ Appennino, quaft 
al mezzo del’ Italia, ver fo il Mare 
Adriatico, ¢ pofta (come ogwun sa) 
la piccola Citta a’Urbino, la quale 
benche tra Monti fra, e non cosi ame- 
nt, come forfe alcuw’altri, che veggia- 
mo in molti lochi: pur di tanto ha- 
vuto ha il Cielo favorévole, che in- 
torno il Paefe é fertilifimo, e pier 
di frutti, dt modo, che oltre alla fa- 
lubrita dell? aere, fi trova abondan- 
tifima @ogni cofa, che fa mefiiere 
ber to vitvere humano. Ma tra le 
maggior felicita, che fe le péffono at- 
tribuire, quefia credo fia la princi- 
pale; che da gran tempo in qua fem- 
pre é fata dominata da Ottimi Signo- 
rz, avenga che nelle Calamita uni- 
verfals delle Guerre deW Italia, effa 
ancor per un tempo ne fia reftata 
Priva. 

Ma non ricercando pin lontano, pof- 
framo di quefto far buon teftiménio col- 
La gloriofa membria del Duca Federi- 
co, tl quale a‘Di fuoi f2 Lume dell? 
Ltdlia: né madacano veri & amplifimi 
teftiménit, che ancor vtvono, della fia 
Prudenza, dell’ Humanita, della Giy- 
ftitia, della Liberalita, dell? Animo in- 
vitto, e della Difciplina militare ; 
della quale precipuamente fanno fede 
be fue tante Vittérie, leE Spugnation: 
de’ Luoghi inefpugnabili, la fibita 
Vhaver 
molte volte con prochifime Genti fug- 
Sato numerofi, S validifimi Eferciti, 
ne mai effer flato perditore in Batta- 
klia alcuna: di modo, che poffiamo, 
non feuzaragione, a molti famofi an- 
tichi agguaghiarlo, 


Quefto, 













































Quefto, tra Valtre cofe fue laudé- 
volt, nelLafpro fito d“Urbino edificd 
un Palazzo, fecondo t ‘apinione di mol- 
ti, tl pit bello, che in tutta Italia fi 
ritrovi, e d’ogni opportuna cofa si 
ben lo forni, che non un Palazzo, ma 
una Citta in forma di Palazzo effer 
pareva; e€ non folamente di quello, 
che ordinariamente fi ufa; come Vaft 
d Argento, Apparamenti di Camere di 
ricchiffimi drappi d’Oro, di Seta, e 
@altre Cofe simili, ma per ornamento 
Vaggiunfe una injinita di Statue an- 
tiche di Marmo, e di Bronzo, Pitture 
Singular ifime, Infirumenti mifici d’o- 
&ut forte; née qurvi Cofa alcuna vol/e, 
fe non rarifima & eccellente. Ap- 
preffo con grandiffima fpefa adund un 
ran numero di eccellentt jimi e ra- 
riffimt Libri Greci, Latini, && He. 
braici, 2 guale tutti ornd d’oro, e 
@argento, eftimando che quefta fuffe 
la fuprema eccellenza del fuo magno 
Palazzo. 


Cofiuz adunque feguendo il corfo 
della natura gia di feffanta cingue 
aul, come era Via, Cosi Lloriofa- 
mente mori: © un Figlinolino di die- 
cz anni, che folo mafchio haveva, e 
Senza Madre, lafcid Signore dopo sé, 
il quale fi Guid’ Ubaldo. Quefto, 
come dello flato, cost parve che di 
tutte le virti paterne fuffe herede; 
e fubito con maravigliofa tudole co- 
mincio a prométtere tanto di se, guan- 
70 non pareva che fulfe lécito {pera- 
ve da un huomo mortale: di modo che 
eftimavano gl hudémini, delli egrégit 
fatti del Duca Federico, niun’ effer 
maggtore, che Vhaver generato un 
tal Figtinolo. 


Ma 
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Among his many other laudable Un- 
dertakings, he raifed a Palace in the 
craggy Situation of Urbin, in the Opinion 
of many the moft beautiful in all Italv, 
and fo well furnifh’d with every thing 
convenient, that it had the Appearance 
not of a Palace, but of a City in the 
Form of a Palace; and was ftored with 
Things not only of common Ufe, as Sil- 
ver Plate, and Hangings in the Cham- 
bers, of Silk and golden Tapeftry, and 
Things of the like Nature; but alfo with 
fuch Things as are purely ornamental, as 
an incredible Number of ancient Statues 
in Brafs and Marble, of moft admirab!e 
Pictures, and all forts of mufical Inftru- 
ments: Nor was any thing admitted 
there, but what was moft curious and. ex- 
cellent in its kind. To all which he added,, 
at a vaft Expence, a large Collection of 
the moft excellent and valuable Books, in 
Greek, Latin and Hebrew, which he 
richly adorn’d with Gold and Silver, e- 
{teeming them the nobleft Furniture of 
his ftately Palace. 

_ This great Man. following the Courfe 
of Nature, when he was fixty five Years 
of Age, as he liv’d, fo he died, full of 
Glory; leaving behind him an only Son 
of the Age of ten Years, without Mo- 
ther, whofe Name was Guidubaldo. This 
Youth, as he fucceeded to his Father’s 
Eftate, fo it appear’d likewife that he 
was Heir to all his Virtues; and on @ 
fudden, with a wonderful Towardnefs of 
Nature, gave fo great Promifes of him- 
felf, as exceeded the Hopes we might 
conceive of any Mortal: Infomuch that 
it was the Opinion of Mankind, that a- 
mong all the Inftances of Honour with 
which Duke Frederick was furrounded,, 
there was none more glorious than that 
he was the Father of fuch a Son; 

But 
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But Fortune envying fo great and ear- 
ly Virtue, oppofed with all her Power 
this illuftrious Beginning; infomuch that 
Guidubaldo before he was twenty Years 
of Age was feized with the Gout, which 
increafing on him with the fevereft Pains, 
in a fhort Space fo deprived him of the 
Ufe of all his Limbs, that he could nei- 
ther ftand on his Feet, nor turn himfelf 
about. And in this manner was one of 
the fineft and beft fhap’d Bodies in the 
World deform’d and blafted in the very 
Bloom and Prime of his Age. And not 
content with this, Fortune fo crofs’d him 
in all his Purpofes, that feldom any thing 
fucceeded to his Wifhes: And notwith- 
ftanding he was a Perfon of the moft con- 
fummate Wifdom, and the moft invinci- 
ble Courage, every thing he undertook, 
whether fmall or great, whether in War 
or Peace, was always attended with Dif- 
appointment. 


For Proof of this we may inftance in 
his many and various Calamities, which 
he conftantly endured with fuch Vigour 
and Refolution, that his Courage was. ne- 
ver conquer’d by Fortune: But with a 
noble Spirit defpifing her Storms, in Sick- 
nefs as one that was healthy, in Adverfi- 
ties as one that was moft profperous, he 
lived among all in the higheft Dignity 
and Reputation. So that notwithftand- 
ing the Infirmities of his Body, he ferved 
in War in very honourable Stations, un- 
der the moft illuftrious Kings of Naples, 
Alphonfus and Ferdinand the Younger; as 
likewifé under Pope Alexander the Sixth, 
and the Lords of Venice and Florence. 

When Julius. the Second was created 
Pope, he was made Captain. General of 
the Church ; at which time, according to 
his ufual Method, he endeavourd above 

all 


Ma la fortuna invidiofa di tanta 
virta con ogni fua forza soppofe a 
cost gloriofo principio: talmente che 
non effendo ancéra il Duca Guide giun- 
to allt venti anni, sinfermo dt po- 
dagre, le quali con atroctfimi dolori 
procedends, in poco {patio di tempo 
taimente tutti 2 membri gl impediro- 
no, che ne flare in piedi, née mover fi 
potea: e cosi refld un de piu belli, e 
difpofit Corpi del mondo, deformato, e 
guafto nella fua verde eta: e non 
contenta ancor di quefto la fortuna, 
an ogni fio difegno tanto giz fit con- 
traria, cheglt rare volte traffe ad 
chetto cofa, che defideraffe: e benche 
zn effo fulfe il Configho fapienti fimo, 
e Lanimo invittiffimo, parea che cio 
che incominciava, e nellarme, &§ in 
ognt altra cofa, 0 piccola, d grande, 


Sempre male gli fuccedeffe. 


Ei di cio fanno tefliménio. molte e 
diverfe fue Calamita, le quali effo 
con tanto vigor da animo fempre. tole- 
rd, che mai la virth dalla fortuna 
fa fuperata: anzi {prezzando coll’- 
animo valérofo le procelle di quella, 
e nell infirmita, come fano, e nell’ 
averfita, come fortunatiffimo, vivea 
con fomma dignita, © eftimatione ap- 
preffo ogn’uno: di modo, che avenga 
che cost fulfe del corpo infermo, mi- 
“ito con honorevolifime conditioni a 
fervitio de z Serentfimi Re di Na: 
pole Alfoufo, e Ferrando minore : 
apprefjo con Papa Aleffandro VI. coz 
Szgnorit Venetiani, e Fiorentina. 


Liffendo poi aftefo al Pontificato 
Giulioll. fu fatto Capitan della Chie- 
fa: nel qual tempo fegnendo il Sug 
confueto ftile, fopra ogwaltra cofa, 

procn- 








procurava the la fua Cafa fuffe di 
Nobilifimi, e Valorofi Gentil hud- 
mint pitna: co i quale molto fami- 
liarmente viveva, godéndof, della 
converfatione di quelli; nella gual 
cofa non era minor il piacere, chef 
fo adalirut dava, che guello che d’al- 
tru: riceveva, per effer dotti fimo 
nelvuna, e nell altra lingua; & ha- 
ver infreme con Laffabilita, e piace- 
volezza congiunta ancor la cognitio- 
ne @infinite cofe: § oltre «a cid, 
tanto la grandezza dell’ dnimo fio 
bo flemulava, che ancorché effo non 
poteffe, conla perfina, efercitar L¢. 
pere della Cavalleria, come havea gia 
fatto, pir fi pighava grand fimo pia- 
eer di vederle im altrui: econ le pa- 
role, hor correggendo, hor landando 
etafcuno fecondo 1 mériti, chiaramen- 
te dimofirava quanto giudicio circa 
quelle haveffe. Onde nelle Gioffre, 
net Torniamenti, nel cavalcare, nel 
maneggiare tutte le forti di arme : 
medefmaménte nelle fefte, ne 2 gtUd- 
cht, nelle Mitfiche, in forma in tutti 
gl efercitit convenientt a Nobili Ca- 
valiert, ogn'uno fe sforzava di mo- 
firarfi tale, che meritaffe effer gid 
cato degno di cosi nébile Commeércio. 
Lrano adungue tutte Vhore del 
giorno divife in honorévoli e piacé- 
volt efercitit, cos? del corpo, come 
dell’dnimo: ma perche il Signor Du- 
ca coutinuamente per Vinfirmita, do- 
Po cena affai pertempo fe wandava a 
dormire, ogwuno per ordinario, dove 
era la Signora Ducheffa Elifabetta 
Gonzaga, a guelV hora fi viduceva: 
dove ancir fempre ff ritrovava la 
Siguora Emilia Pia, la qual per ef- 
fer dotata di cosi vivo ZNZCEN, € Litt- 
dicio, come fapete, pareva la Mae- 
ftra: 


BOOK I. 









































-eN 


all things'to “fill -his Houfé with the«mo 
noble and valiant Gentlemen; with whom 
he liv’d in great Familiarity, enjoying 
their agreeable Converfation; wherein the 
Pleafure and Satisfaction he gave to o- 
thers was no lefs than what he received 
from them, being excellently fkill’d in 
feveral Languages, he had a large and 
extenfive Knowledge, which was fet of 
with much Affability and Facetioufnefs in 
Converfation. He was likewife excited 


with that Greatnefs of Spirit,. that when- 


he could'no longer perform Exploits of 
Chivalry in his own Perfon, yet did he 
take a particular Delight in being a Spe- 
ctator of them in others, and by his 
Words, fometimes reproving, at other 
times commending, according to their 
Deferts, he fufficiently difcovered how 
exquifite a Judgment he had in thofe Per- 


formances. Whence-at Tilt or Tourna-. 


ment, riding the great Horfe, and ma- 
naging all forts.of Weapons, in Diver- 
fions and’ Tryals of Skill, in Mufick and 


all kind of Exercifes that became a Gen-. 


tleman, every one endeavour’d to ap- 


prove himfelf in fuch a manner as. to be- 


thought worthy fo noble a Society. 


All the Hours of the Day were there-. 


fore divided into» honourable and plea- 
fant Exercifes, as-well of the Body as of 
the Mind. But becaufe the Duke’s Cu- 
ftom was continually, by reafon of his In- 
difpofition, foon after Supper to retire to 
his Repofe, the reft of the Company at 


that time ufually drew together in the Du- 


chefs Elizabeth Gonzaga’s Apartment, . 


where likewife they never fail’d of meeting 
the Lady Emilia Pia, who being, as you 
know, endu’d with a lively Wit and Judg-. 
ment, was the.chief Manager on thefe Oc- 


cafionss.. 


We 
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cafions, and infpir’d allthe Company with ftra di tutti: e che ogn’ uno da let 
Life and Underftanding. pighaffe fenno, e valore. 

Then was to be heard chearful Con- Quivi adunque 1 foavi ragiona- 
verfation and facetious Pleafantry, and menti, e Lhonefte facétie sudzvano, 
you might obferve Mirth and Humour e wel vio di ciafeuno dipinta fi vede- 
fparkling in every one’s Countenance, fo Ua uva groconda hilarita ; talmente 
that this Houfe might juftly be ftyled the che quellaCafa certo dir Jt poteva, ub 
very Manfion of Delight and Pleafure: Proprio albergo dell’allegria: né 
And I believe it was never fo tafted in. #az credo che in altro luoco ft Lit- 
any other Place, what fort of Thing a- ftaffe quanta fia la dolce xz, che da 
greeable Converfation is that is occafion- ¥”4 amata, e Cara compagnia deriva, 
ed by amiable and friendly Society, as it €0%e guzvi i fece Ut, LOmpas che ta- 
once was there. Omitting how great an Sctando GOES honor fuffe a ciafcun 
Honour it was to ferve fuch a Lord asI “4 ”% serv’ a tal Signore, come 
iuft defcrib’d, every one conceived quello, che gia di Sopra ho detto; a 
Una: Neagg ‘ y isfaction 2%@ete wafceva nell animo una fomma 
in his Mind an extraordinary Satisfaction : 

: contentezza ogni volta, che al cof- 
whenever he approach’d the Prefence of della Si Ducl : nid 
he Duchefs. And it was vifible that this Beebe, Cee DIR NOTE: LARGE AD Bae Tete 
f ; cevamo, e parea che guefta foffe una 
Pee ncaereenie Winersept, all nies co- catena, che tutti in amor-teneffe uni- 
eether in Love, in fuch fort, that there ti s:ctalofenterc bse fa concér- 
never was a more entire Harmony, or (74 43 uglonta, 6 amore cordiale tra 
more cordial Affection between Brethren, fratelli, maggior di quello, che qui- 


than there was between us all. ui tra tuttt eva. 
Thus it was likewife among the La-  L/ medé/imo era tra le Donne: con 


dies, with whom we converfed with the ut- 4e guali fi haveva liberiffimo §§ ho- 
moft Freedom and Innocence, infomuch neflifjimo commertio, che a ciafcuno 
that every one was at Liberty to dif. eva licito parlare, fedére, Siherzare, 
courfe, fit, to jeft, and divert himfelf e rtdere con chi gli parea. Ma tan- 
with whomfoever he was inclin’'d. But 7¢ era la TUVET CUBA, che fi portava 
fuch was the Refpeé&t we bore to the Du- al voler della Signora Duchefja, che 
chefs’s Will, that this very Liberty was “4 medéfima liberta era grandiffimo 
a fufficient Reftraint: Neither was there /7¢#0: ue era alcuno che non eftimaf- 
any who did not efteem it the greateft Se per lo maggior piacere, che al mon- 
Happinefs in the World to oblige her, do haver poteffe, ib CRIMP LACEY A bet, 
and the greateft Misfortune to incur her © ”4SS20r pena, il difpiacérte. 
Difpleafure. 


For which Reafon the ftricteft Morals Per la qual cofa quivi honepiffi- 
were join’d to the utmoft Liberty, and ,; coftumt ¢rano con grandifjima li- 
ingenious Mirth and Paftimes were fo fers) congiunti,  érano i ginochi, 
temper’d in her Sight, befide the moft €§ ; rift al fuo cofpetto conditi, oltre 
fprightly Raillery, with fo agreeable and 4 ki argutiffimi Sali d’una gratiofa 
majeftick a Gravity, that the very Air of ¢ grave Maefld, che quella modé- 

Modefty Sia, 


rey ets ee ee es 








































fiia, e grandezza, che tutti gli atti, 
le parole, ei gefti componeva della 
Szgnora Duchelfa, mottegiando, e ri- 
dendo, faceva che ancéra da chi mai 
pia veduta non Vhaveffr, fuffe per 
grandiffima Signora conofeiuta. Et 
cost ne 2 circonflantt impriméndo fr, 
pareva che tutti allaqualita, e forma 
dt les temperaffe; onde ciaftunoquefio 
fiile initare ff sforzava, pigliando 
Guafiuna norma de bei coftumi dalla 
prefenza d’una tanta e cost virtuofa 
—Signora: te bttime conditioni della 
guale 10 per hora non intendo narra- 
re, now effendo mio propofito, per 
effer affat note al Mondo, e molto pid, 
ch’i0 non potrei née con lingua, né con 
peuna efprimere: e quelle che forfe 
fartano flate alguanto naftofte, la 
fortuna, come admiratrice di cosi 
rare virti, ba voluto con molte ad- 
verfitd, e flimoli di diferdtie fco- 
prive, per far teftiménio, che nel té- 
nero petto d’una ‘Donna, in compagnta 
di fingular bellezza, péffono frare la 
prudenza, ela fortezza d’dnimo, e 
tutte quelle virth, che ancéra ne’ 
fevers hudmini fono rarifjime. 


Ma lafciando guefto, dico, che con- 
fietidine di tutti i gentil hudmini 
della cafa era, ridurft fitbito dopo 
cena alla Signora Ducheffz: dove 
tra Laltre pracévoli fefte, e mufiche, 
e danze, che continuamente fi ufa- 
vano, talbor ft proponévano belle 
gueftioni; talhor fi facévano alcuni 
ginochi ingegnoft ad arbitrio hor d’uno, 
hor d@uwaltro; nei quali, fotto va- 
rit velami [peljo fcoprévano i circon- 
fianti allegoricamente i penfieri fisoi 
a chi pit loro piaceva. Qualche vol. 
ta uafcévano altre difputationi di 

diverfe 
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Modefty and Grandeur which attended 
all the Words and Geftures of the Du- 
chefs, even in Jefting and Laughing, made 
every one who had never feen her be- 
fore to efteem her a Lady of great Dig- 
nity. This made fo ftrong an Impreffion 
on all thofe who approach’d her Prefence, 
that it feem’d as if they fuited their Tem- 
pers and Manners according to the Copy 
fhe fet them; fo that every one endea- 
vour’d to follow this Method, taking as it 
were the Standard of good Behaviour from 
the Prefence of a Lady of fuch Excellence 
and Virtue: whofe extraordinary Qualifi- 
cations I intend not now to difplay, in 
that it is befide my Purpofe, and in that 
they are already much better known to the 
World, than with my Tongue or Pen I 
am able to exprefs them: And fuch, as 
perhaps would otherwife have lain fome 
time concealed, Fortune, admiring fuch 
uncommon Virtues, hath thought good 
by many Adverfities and Misfortunes to 
bring to Light; thereby to evidence, that 
in the tender Breaft of a Woman, attend- 
ed with fingular Beauty, there can dwell 
‘Wifdom and Courage, and all fuch other 
Virtues, as are feldom to be found in Men 
of the greateft Strictnefs and Severity. 

But omitting this, I fay, the Cuftom was, 
for the Gentlemen in the Palace, immedi- 
ately after Supper, to refort to the Du- 
chefs’s Apartment: where,among otherRe- 
creations with Mufick and Dancing, which 
they ufed continually, fometimes they 
propounded pleafantQueftions; fometimes 
they invented ingenious Paftimes, accord- 
ing to the Inclinations of one or other; 
in which under various Difguifes the Com- 
pany by way of Figure and Allufion dif- 
covered their Thoughts to whomfoever 
they pleafed. At other times there arofe 


other Difputations upon feveral Subjects, 
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Or fmart Repartees with great Readinefs 
of Invention: Many times they fell into 
crofs Purpofes, as they are now ftyled: 
where in this kind of Debate and Conver- 
fation, the Company on all fides was very 
agreeably entertain’d; becaufe, as Ihave 
already obferv’d, the Houfe was well fur- 
nifh’d with many excellent Wits: Among 
which were, as you know, thefe fo cele- 
brated Perfons; Seignior Octavian Fre- 
gofa, Mr. Frederick his Brother, the 
Magnifico Julian de Medicis, Mr. Peter 
Bembo, Mr. Cefar Gonzaga, Count 
Lewis of Canoffa, Seignior Gafpar Palla- 
vicin, Seignior Ludovicus Pius, Seignior 
Morello of Ortona, Peter of Naples, Mr. 
Robert of Bari, and an infinite Number 
of other noble Lords and Gentlemen. 
Befide thefe there were many, who tho’ 
they were not conftant Inhabitants of the 
Place, yet refided there for a ereat part 
of their Time; as Mr. Bernard Bibiena, 
Unico Aretino, John Chriftopher Roma- 
no, Peter Monte, Therpandro, Mr. Ni- 
colas Phrifio; fo that this was the eene- 
ral Rendezvous for Poets, Mauficians, and 
Mien of Ingenuity of all forts, and the 
beft fkill’d in every Faculty that could 
be found in all Italy. 

After Pope Julius II. had with his own 
Prefence and the Affiftance of the French, 
reduced Bolognia into Obedience to the 
Apoftolick See in the Year 1506, as he re- 
turned to Rome he made Urbin in his 
way, whrere he was received with all poffi- 
ble Demonftrations of Honour, and with 
as fplendid and magnificent an Entertain- 
ment as any other the moft flourifhing Ci- 
fy in {raly could have furnifh’d: So that 
the Pope, the Cardinals, andall the other 
Courtiers, were exceedingly pleafed with 
their Reception, And feveral there were 

who, 





diver fe matérie, ovéero ft mordea con 
prontt detti: {pelo fi facévano im- 
prefe, come hoggidi chiamtamo : 
dove di tali ragionamenti maravi- 
Zlifo piacere ft pighiava, per effer 
(come ho detto) la cafa piena di no- 
biliffimi ingegni: tra t quali (come 
fapete) érano celebérrimi il Signor 
Ottavian Fregofo, Meffer Federico 
fuo fratello, 24 Magnifico Giulian de 
Médici, Meffer Pietro Bembo, Mef- 
Ser Cefar Gonzaga, il Conte Ludovi- 
co da Canoffa, il Signor GafparoPal- 
lavicino, il Signor Lodovico Pio, il 
Signor Morello da Ortona, Pietro da 
Napoli, Meffer Roberto da Bari, & 
enjfinite altri nobilifimi Cavalieri. 
Oltra che molti ve werano, i gualt 
avenga che per ordinario non ftéffino 
gquivt fermamente, pir la maggior 
parte del tempo vt difpenfavano; 
come Méeffer Bernardo Bibiena, 7'V- 
nico Aretino, Giovan Chrifttforo Ro- 
mano, ‘Pietro Monte, Tberpandro, 
Mefer Nicol Phrifto; di modo che 
Sempre Poeti, Miifici, ed ‘ogut forte 
ahubmini piacévoli, & hi pia eccel- 
lenti in.bgni faculta che im Itdlia fe 
EVOUALiHO, UL COnCcorrévano. 


Flavendo adungue Papa Giulio Nl. 
con la prefenza fia, econ Vainto de 
Franceft ridutto Bologna all’ obedien- 
24a della Sede Apofttlica, well’ Anno 
MDVI. e ritornando verfo Roma, 
pafso per ‘Urbino, dove, quanto era 
pofstoile, honoratamente, e con guel 
pit magnifico, e Spléndido apparato, 
che ft baveffe potuto fare in qual ft 
voglia altra nobil Citta d'Italia, fa 
ricevuto: di modo ch oltre al Papa, 
tutte « Signori Cardinali, & altri 
Cortegzant reflarono fommamente f[a- 
tisfatts, Lt firono alcuni, i quali 

trattz 








tratti dalla dolcezza di gquefia Com- 
paguia, partendo tl Papa, e la Corte, 
veflarono per molti giorni ad ‘Urbi- 
to: nel qual tempo, non folamente ft 
continuava nell’ufato fizle, delle fe- 
jie, € ptaceri ordindrit, ma ogn’'uno 
ft sforzava aaccréfcere qualche co- 
[4, € maffimamente ne giuochi, at 
gualt quafi ogni fira sattendeva. 
Lit Pérdine d’effi era tale, che {ubr- 
to giunti alla prefenza della Signora 
Duchelffa, ogwuno ft poneva a fedére 
ad piacer fuo, 0 come la forte porta- 
va, in cerchio:  érano fedendo 
divift un huomo ' una donna, finche 
donne vérano, che gquaft fempre il 
numero de gV hudminti era molto mag- 
giore. “Pot come alla Signora Du 
cheffa pareva, fi governdvano, la 
guale per lo piu delle volte ne laftia- 
va il carico alla Signora Emilia, 

Cosi il giorno appreffo la par- 
tita del Papa, effendo a Vhora 
wfata ridutta la compagnta al félito 
loco, dopo moltz piacévoli ragiona- 
mentt, la Signora Ducheffa volfe pir 
che la Signora Emilia cominciaffe i 
giochi: Et effa dopo Vhaver al- 
guanto rifiutato tal’ imprefa, cosi 
diffe. 

Signora mid, poiche pir a voi pia- 
ce, chio fia quella, che dia prince. 
pio at ginachi di quefia fera, non 
poffendo ragiouevolmente mancar d’ob- 
bedirvi, delibero proporre un giuo- 
co; del qual penfo doverhaver poco 
biafimo, e men fatica: e quefto fara, 
che ogw uno proponga fecondo il parer 
fio un ginoco non pid fatto; da poi ft 
eleggera quello, che parera effer pit 
degno di celebrarfi in quefia Compa- 
guia. Et cosi dicendo firivolfe al Si- 
gnor Gafpar Pallavicino, imponéudo- 
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who, invited by the Pleafantnefs of the 
Company, tarried many Days together in 
Urbin after the Departure of the Pope 
and his Court: At which time they did 
not only proceed in their ufual Method of 
Sports and ordinary Diverfions, but eve- 
ry one fet to his helping Hand to refine 
and improve them; and efpecially their 
Paftimes, with which they were entertain- 
ed almoft every Night. And theMethod 
was, that as foon as they aflembled toge- 
ther in the Prefence of the Duchefs, they 
all placed themfelves, either by Choice or 
Accident, in a Circle: And in fitting 
they intermix’d a Man anda Woman, as 
far as the Women held out, for ufually 
the Men had by much the Majority. Then 

vere they govern’d as the Duchefs thought 
fit, who frequently put the Management 
into the Lady Emilia’s Hands. 


Accordingly, the Day after the Pope’s 
Departure, the Company being gathered 
together at the ufual Hour and Place, af- 
ter fome time fpent in agreeable Conver- 
fation, it was the Duchefs’s Pleafure that 
the Lady Emilia fhould begin thefe Di- 
verfions: Who, after fome modeft Re- 
fufal of the Charge, exprefs’d her felf in 
this Manner, 

Since it is your Pleafure, Madam, that 
I fhould lead the Way tothis Night’s Di- 
verfions, becaufe I ought not in good 
Manners to difobey you, Ithink it proper 
to propofe a Paftime ; which F think is lia- 
ble to little Exception, and attended 
with as little Trouble: Which fhall be, 
that every one prefent, to the beft of his 
Skill, propofe fome Paftime that is entire- 
ly new; out of which we will make Choice 
of that which hall be thought moft proper 
to entertain the Company. Having faid 
this, fhe addrefs’d her felf to Seignior 

Cr2 Gafpar 
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Gafpar Pallavicin, defigning he fhould gli che'l {uo diceffe: il quale fubito 
propofe his: Who immediately made this rifpofe. 
Reply. 

It is incumbent upon you, Madam, 4 voi tocca Signora dir prima il 
in the firft place, to propofe yours. The woffro. Diffe 12 Siguora Emilia. Ee- 
Lady Emilia anfwer’d, This Ihave alrea- covich’io V’ho detto: ma voi Signora 
dy done: But you, Madam, muft com- Duchefja comandategh che fia obbe- 
mand him to be obedient. Then the Du- dzente. Allhora la Signuora Duchef- 
chefs {milingly faid, That you may have /2 videndo, allio, aiffe, che ogn’ 1H0 
full Obedience paid you, I appoint you whabbia ad obbedire, UL faccio hia 
my Deputy, and inveft you with my Au- Locotenente, e vi do tutta la mia au- 
thority. Lorita., 

It is doubtlefs, replied Seignior Gaf- Gran cofa eé pur, ri lbofe il Szgnor 
par, a very extraordinary Privilege for Gafpar, che Sempre alle donne fia 
Ladies to be thus exempted from Trou- /é¢ito haver quefla efentione di fa- 
ble: Nor would it be at all unreafon- g¢iche: €8 certo vagion faria volerne 
able to enquire into the Foundation of this 2 ognuz modo intender la ragione : 
Privilege: But becaufe I will not fet the ma per non effer ’io guello, che dia 
firft Example of Difobedience, I shall principio a diffobbedire, lafcero gule- 
drop this till another time: and enter up- f/o ad un’altro tempo: e dird guello 
on the Charge which is now laid on me; che m2 tocca, e comincio. 
and thus he began. 

My Opinion is, that our Minds, as in A me pare che gli dnimi noftri, 
other Things, fo alfo in the Affair of JE come nel refto, cosi aucéra nell’a- 
Love, differ very much in Judgment; yare sfano di gutdicio divert, e per- 
whence it often happens, that what is moft ¢7 Speffo interviene, che guello, che 
pleafing to one is moft difagreeable toan- @/l’uno é gratifimo, alValtro fia 
other: Notwithftanding all agree in this, odzos¢{fimo: ma con tutto guefto fem- 
that every one efteems moft valuable the pre perd [f concérdano in baver ciaf- 
Object of his Paffion; fo that frequently cuno carifima la cofa amata; tal. 
the extravagant Affection of Lovers im- mente che /peffo la troppo affettione 
pofes on their Judgment, infomuch that de gl’amanti di modo ingauna il lor 
they fancy the Perfon they love adorn’d Siudzcio, che efiiman guella perfona, 
with all excellent Virtues, altogether with- che QMAN0» effer fola al mondo ornata 

out Blemifh, and notto be rivall’d inNa- @ 0guz eccellente virti, e fenZa dt- 
ture. But becaufe Human Nature doth /etto alcuno. Ma perche la Natura 
not admit of fo great Perfection, and humana u0n ammette quefte cosi com- 
there is no Perfon without fome Defe& or 2246 Perfettzon1, né fi trova perfona, 
Flaw, it cannot be faid that fuch as thefe 7 hen qualche cofa or mancht, non fe 
are not miftaken in their Judgment, and puo dire, che queflz tale ae an, 
that the Lover is not blind with regard to “4% ¢ che Pamante non divenga cie- 
the Object of his Paffion, co circa la cofa amata, 


I pro- Vorrez 
























































Vorret adunque che quefta fera tt 
gioco nofiro faffes che ciafcun diceffe 
di che virth precipuamente vorreb- 
be, che foffe ornata quella perfona, 
chegli ama: e poi che cosi énecef 
fario, ¢ che tutti hdbbiano qualche 
macthia, gual vitio ancor vorrebbe, 
che im effa foffe, per veder chi fa- 
pra ritrove ir put lodévoli, e virilt 
virti, e piu e cufabilt Viti, e me- 

no @ chi amanocivi, a chi é ama- 
to? 

Havendo cosi detto 11 Signor Calpa- 
ro, fece fegno la Signora Emilia a 
Madonna Paes Fregof: ty per ef 
fer ’inm érdine vicina, he eeuiffe 
la qual g gia iy arecthiava a Ue. 
ma ba Siznora ‘Ducheffa fibito diffe. 
Poiche Madonna Emilia non viole 
aj aticar fe. iu trovar giuoco alcuno, 
far he pur ragione che Valtre donne 
particip affine di quefia Commodita, 
ed effe ancor fiffino effenti di tal fa- 
tica per guefta fera; effendoct maff- 
mamente tantt hudmini, che non eé 
pericole, che manchin giuochi. 


Cost faremo, rifpofe la Signora E- 
milia; S tmponendo filéntio a Ma- 
donna Coftanza, fi vole a Meffe er Ce- 
fare Gonzaga, che le ee a Cait- 
to, e gli commandd, che parlafe: & 
effo comincio. Chi San con aili Kis - 
za confiderar tutte le nofire attion 
truova fempre im effe vari ie. 
e cid ena perché la natura cosi 

zn quefta, come nell altre cofe varia: 
ad uno ha dato lume dt ragione in 
tna cofa, ad uwaltro in uwaltra: 
pero iuterviene, che Sapend 0 Lun 
guello, che Valtro non fa, © effendo 
senor ant e di quello che l'altro imtende, 
ciafcun conofce facilmente Lerror del 
COMpagno, 
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I propofe therefore for our Diverfion 
this Night, that every one declare what 
Virtues they would chiefly defire the Per- 
fon belov’d fhould be endow’d withal; 
and fince there is a Neceflity that we all 
have fomeBlemifh, what Vice they would 

alfo allow of, that we may fee who ca 
find out the moft commendable and man- 
ly Virtues, and Vices that fhall be the moft 
tolerable, and the leaft prejudicial both to 
the Lover, and the Perfon beloved. 


Seignior Gafpar having thus fpoken, 
the Lady Emilia gave the Signal to the 
Lady Conftance Fregofa, who fat next in 
order, to follow; who was juft going to 
vee? when fhe was on a fi Ndden thus 

revented by the Duchefs. Since the La-~ 
dy Emilia exempts her felf from the Trou- 
ble of finding out fome Diverfion, it is 
but reafonable that the other Ladies like- 
wife fhould fhare of the fame Privilege, 
and be excufed from this Burthen to 
Night; efpecially fince there is fo great a 
Number of Gentlemen prefent, that we 
need not defpair at this time of fufficient 
Entertainment. 

Let this Rule be obferved, faid the 
Lady Emilia; and enjoyning the Lady 
Conftance to be filent, addrefs’d her felf 
to Seignior Czfar Gonzaga who fat next, 
requiring him to fpeak: Who thus be- 
ean, He that fhall carefully confider the 
Aétions of Mankind, will always find 
them attended with many Imperfections; 
which is occafion’d by a Difference in Na- 
ture in this as well as in all other Things: 
Unto one fhe hath given the Light of 
Reafon in one thing, to another in ano- 
ther:~ Whence it happens, that where 
one Man underftandeth what another is 
ignorant of, and is ignorant in what the 
other underftandeth, each Perfon eafily 

perceiveth 
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perceiveth the other’s Error, and over- 
looks his own: And we all fancy our 
{elves exceeding wife, and perhaps in that 
Particular in which our Ignorance is great- 
eft.. So that we have by Experience feen 


within thefe Walls various Inftances of 


fuch who at their firft Appearance had the 
Reputation of Wifdom, and in procefs 
of time appeared to be the very reverfe : 
Which Difcovery has been purely owing 
to our diligent Obfervation. 

As it is reported of thofe in Apulia 
who are bit by the Tarantula, for the Re- 
covery of whom they employ feveral mu- 
fical Inftruments, and with Variety of 
Notes examine, until the Humour which 
occafions the Diforder, by a certain Sym- 
pathy and Agreement with fome of thofe 
Sounds, fuddenly moves itfelf, and fo ex- 
cites the Patient, that by the violent Agi- 
tation he is perfectly reftored again to 
Health: So we, when we have difcover’d 
fome fpecial Symptom of Folly, manage 
it with fuch Dexterity, and encourage it 
with fo many artful Incentives in fuch dif- 
ferent Ways, that we foon difcover the 
End and Tendency of it: After the Hu- 
mour is once difcover’d we foon improve 
it, foas to carry it to fome Perfection in 
open Folly: And fome have play’d the 
Fool and expos’d themfelves in Poetry; 
fome in Mufick, fome in Love, fome in 
Dancing, fome in antick Poftures, fome 
in Riding, fome in Fencing, every one 
according to the Temper of the Metal 
he is made of: which you know has oc- 
cafioned an infinite deal of Diverfion. 

I take it therefore for granted, that 
there is in every one of us fome lurking 
Seed of Folly, which being cherifh’d and 
excited, may multiply almoft to Infinity. 
My Propofal then is, that a Debate upon 

this 





compagno, e non il fuo: &3 a-tutti cé 
pareffer molto favii, e forfe pin 
zn quello, in che pin fiamo paz. 
Per la qual cofa habbiamo veduto in 
guefta Casa effer "occorfo, che molti, 
z quali al principio fono flati re- 
putati faviffimi, con proceffo di tem- 
po ft fon conofcinti pazzifimis it 
che d’altro non é proceduto, che dalla 
nofiva diligenza,. 


Che come fi dice che in Puglia cir- 
ca gli Atarantati s'adéprano molti 
snfirumentt di miifica, e con varii 
Suont fi va inveftigando, fin che guell’ 
humore, che fa Vinfermita, per una 
certa convenienza, chegli ha con al- 
cuno dt quet fudni, fenténdolo, fibito 
fi muove, e tanto agita Vinfermo, 
che per quell’ agitatiue fi riduce & 
fanita: cosi not, quand’ habbiame 
Sentito qualche nafcofa virta di paz- 
ta, tanto fottilmente, e con tante 
varie perfiafioni Vhabbiamo flimula- 
ta, e con si diverfi modi, che par al 
jine intefo Lhabbiamo dove tendeva: 
pot conofciuto Vhumore, cost ben Io 
habbiam agitato, che fempre sé ri- 
dutto a perfettion di publica pase 
Za: e chi e rinfcito paxzo in ver fi, 
chit in.mifica, chi in amore, chi in 
danzare, chi in far morefche, chi in 
cavalcare, chi in giuocar di /pada, 
ciafcun fecondo la Minera del {uo 
Metallo: onde poi, come fapete, fe 
Sono bavuti maravigliofi piaceri. 


Tengo 10 adungue per certo, che 
in ciafcin di noi fia qualvhe feme di 
paxzia, ib qual rifveglato, poffz 
multiplicar quaft in infinite. Perd 
vorrel, che quefta fera il ginoco no- 


ftro 











ftro foffe 7t. difputar quefla maté- 
via; e che ciafciun dicefe, havendo 
40 ad impazzir publicamente, di che 
forte di pazzia crede ch’io impaz- 
Zit, e fopra che cofa, giudicando 
quefio éfito per le feitille di paz- 
ta, che ogni di fi véggono di meé 
ufcire: 2 medéfimo ft dica di tutti 
gl altri, fervando Lérdine de no- 
firt ginochi: 6 ogn’uno cerchi di fon- 
dar Vopinion fua fopra qualche ve- 
ro feguno,  argumento: & cosi di 
guefio noftro giuoco vitrarremo frut- 
to ciafcin di noi di condfeere i no- 
firi difetti; onde meglio ce ne potre- 
mo guardare. Et fe la vena di paz- 
zla, che fcopriremo, fara tanto a- 
bondante, che ci paia fenzarimédio, 
Paiutaremo; e fecondo la dotirina di 
fra Mariano, haveremo guadagnato 
uwanima, che non fir poco guada- 


S20. 


‘Di quefto ginuocp fi rife molto, née 
alcun era che ft poteffe tenér di par- 
lave: cht diceva, 10 impazzirei nel 
penfare, chi nel guardare, chi dice- 
Ua, 10 gid fow impazztto in amare, 
€ tat cofe. 


Allhora Fra Serafino & modo fio 
ridendo. Queflo, diffe, farebbe trop- 
po lungo: ma fe volete un bel gins- 
co, fate che ogwun dica il parér fio, 
onde é che le Denne, quafi tutte, han- 
#0 11 Gdio 2 vratti, ©) aman le ferpr, 
e vederete che nium sopporra, fe 
0 20, che sd quefto fecreto per una 
_ flrana via; e gid comiuciava a dire 
fue novelle: ma la Signora Emi- 
lia gl’ impofe filéntio, e trapaffando 
la 
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this Matter be the Subject of this Night’s 
Diverfion; and that every one freely opeg 
his Mind, fince it is neceflary for him to 
entertain and difcover fome Folly, what 
Species of Folly, and upon what Ac- 
count, he believes himfelf affected with, 
making a Judgment of his particular Foi- 
ble from thofe Sparks and Symptoms of 
it which he obferves daily to proceed 
from himfelf: And let every one thus 
goon in his proper Turn: I would have 
every one endeavour to ground his Opi- 
nion upon fome fure Sign and Argument: 
And fo from this our Diverfion we thal! 
gain fuch Advantage as to be made fen- 
fible of our Failings; that we may for the 
future be more cautious and upon our 
Guard. And in Cafe the Vein of Folly 
be fo luxuriant as to appear almoft paft 
Remedy; we fhall then contribute our 
joynt Affiftance; and according to the Do- 
ctrine of Friar Marian, we may fave a 
Soul, which will be no inconfiderable 
Gain. 


Upon this Motion of his there follow’d 
abundance of Laughter, and none could 
forbear fpeaking. One faid his Folly would 
appear in Thinking, another in Looking, 
another that he had already loft his Senfes 
in Love: And feveral Things of the like 
Nature. 


Then Friar Seraphin in his merry jocu- 
lar Way, faid. This Affair would be te- 
dious and require too much Time: but 
if you are really inclined to a diverting 
Scene, ler every one give his Opinion 
why it generally happens that Women 
have fuch Averfion to Rats, and fuck 
Love and Affection for Serpents, and you 
will find none will hit upon. the true Rea~ 
fon except my felf who was let into this 
Secret after a very furprifing sna 
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Fe was proceeding in his romantick Sto- 
ry, when the Lady Emilia commanded 
him to be filent, and paffing by the La- 
dy that fate next, gave the Signal to Uni- 
co Aretino, who was next in Order, who 
proceeded without expecting farther Com- 
mands. 

I, fays he, would gladly be invefted 
with the Authority of a Judge, that I 
might with Variety of Torments extort 
the Truth from Offenders, and might dif 
cover the Deceitful Arts of a treacherous 
Woman, who with the Looks of an An- 
gel but the Heart of a Serpent, with a 
Mind and Tongue perpetually at vari- 
ance, and who witha diffembled Com- 
paffion intends nothing elfe than to make 
Anatomy of Hearts: Nor is there to be 
found in all the fandy Defarts of Libya, 
a Serpent fo venemous, or that fo much 
thirfts after human Blood, as this perfidi- 
ous Creature: Who not only for the Sweet- 
nefs of her Voice, and the Mufick of her 
Language, but alfo for her Ogle, her 
Smile, her Looks, and all her Behaviour 
is a perfect Syren. 

Since therefore it is not lawful for me, 
as I could with, to make Uf of Tortures 
to difcover the Truth, my Defire is to ar- 
rive at this Knowledge in the Way of Sport 
and Diverfion; which I propofe in this 
Method, that every one declare his Opini- 
on what the Letter S fignifies which the 
Duchefs carries in her Forehead: For 
although this be an artful Cover the bet- 
ter to deceive, perhaps there may be an 
Interpretation given which fhe was never 
aware of, And who knows but Fortune, 
in kind Compaffion’ to the Miferies of 
Mankind, hath diftinguifhed her with this 
flender Mark to difcover againft her Will 
her inward Inclination cruelly to deftroy 

and 


la ‘Dama, che ivi fedeva, fece fegno 
all’ ‘Onico Aretino, al qual per L ér- 
dine toccava; © -effo fenza afpettar 
"altro commandamento. 


lo, diffe, vorrei effer giudice 
com autorita, di poter con ogni forte 
di tormento invefligar di fapere il 
vero da malfattori, e guefio per fco- 
priv glinganni d’una ingrata, Ja 
qual con gli occht d’ Angelo & cor 
di Serpente, mai non accorda la lin- 
Zua con Lanimo, e con fimulata pie: 
tad ingannatrice, a niuwaltra cofa in- 
tende, che a far anatomta de’ cori- 
ne fi truova cosi velenofo ferpe nel- 
la Lybia arenofa, che tanto di fan- 
gue humano fia Vago, guanto guefta 
falfa: la quate non folamente con la 
dolceezza della voce, e mellifiue pa- 
vole, ma con gli occhi, cot Tift, COZ 
Sembiantt, e con tutti i modi é veri /- 
Sima Sirena. 


Perd poi che non mi é lécito, com’- 
zo vorret, ufar le catene, Le fine, 
ol fuoco, per faper "una verita, 
destdero di faperla con un giuoco; it 
quale & quefio, che ogwun dica cid 
che crede, che fignifichi guella let- 
vera 8. che la Signora Duchelfa por- 
ta im fronte: perche, avenga che 
certamente quefio ancor fia um’ ar- 
tificiofo velame per poter INZANN AL ey 
per aventura, ft gli dara qualche 
cuterpretatione da let forfe non pen- 
Sata, etrovaraffi che la fortuna ple- 
tofa riguardatrice de i martiri de 
SV hubmini Vha indutta con gueflo 
Picciol fegno a fcoprire, non volen- 
do, Vintimo defidério [uo a’ucctdere, 








e feppellive.vivo in calanita chi la 
mira, 0 bla ferve. 

Rife la Signora Ducheffa, e ve- 
dendo L*Onico ch’ella voleva fcufarfi 
di quefla imputatione, non, diffe, non 
parlate Signora, che non é hora il 
vofiro luoco dz parlare. 

La Signora Emilia fi volfe e diffe, 
Signor “Unico, non & alcun di not 
gut, che non vt ceda in Ogut cofa, ma 
molto pia nel conofcer Ldnimo della 
Szgnora Duchefja; e cos? come pin 
che gl altri la conofvete per Lingegno 
vofire divino, L’amate ancor pint che 

Laltri: ¢ qualt, come queglz ‘Uccel- 
lt débili dt vifla, che affifano gl- 
occhi nella {pera del Sole, non poffono 
cosi ben conéfcere, quanto effo fia 
perfetto: pero ogni fatica faria va- 
na per chiarir quefio dubbio, fuor 
chel guidicio vofiro. Refit adun- 
gue quefia impreffa a vot folo, come 
‘ quello, che folo pud trarla al- 

ne. 


L*Onico havendo taciuto alguan- 
to, © efféndoghli pir replicato che 
diceffe, in ultimo diffe un Sonetto fo- 
pra la matéria predetta, dichiaran- 
do ci0 che fignificava quella Léttera 
S. che da molti fn flimato fatto all- 
improvifo, ma per effer ’ingeguofo, e 
culto pin che non parve che compor- 
taffe la brevita del tempo, fi pensd 
pur che foffe penfato. Cosi dopo L’- 
haver dato un lieto applaufo in lau- 
de del Sonetto, & alquanto parlato, 
#l Signor Ottavian Fregofo, al quale 
toccava, in tal modo, ridendo, inco- 
MmINCLO. 

Signori, 810 volefi affermare non 
haver mai fentito paffion d’amore, 
fon certo che la Signora Ducheffa, e 
la Signora Emilia, aucor che non lo 


credé/~ 







































Be O*O°K “Tt. 


and bury alive the Perfon that admires and 
adores her. 

The Duchefs fmil’d, and Unico per- 
ceiving her defirous to clear her felf of 
this Imputation, Madam, fays he, do you 
forbear fpeaking, for it is not yet come 
to your Turn. 

The Lady Emilia then turn’d, and 
faid, Mr. Unico, there are none here but 
what give Place to you in every thing, 
efpecially in knowing the Difpofition of 
the Duchefs. And as you, by your di- 
vine Wit and Penetration, underftand her 
better than any other, fo is your Affe- 
ction to her greater than that of others, 
who like Birds of feeble Sight, that can- 
not ftedfaftly behold the Sun, are upon 
that account lefs able to difcern the Beau- 
ty and Perfection of it. *Tis therefore 
to little purpofe to endeavour to clear 
this Doubt, unlefs by yourJudgment on- 
ly. This then is a Tafk referved entirely 
for you, as the only Perfon who can bring 
it to a happy Conclufion. 

Unico, after fome fmall Paufe, being 
inftantly call’d upon to explain himéelf, 
at laft recited fome Verfes upon that Sub- 
ject, declaring the Meaning of the Letter 
S, which many fuppofed were made ex- 
tempore: But becaufe they were more e- 
legant and ingenious than one would ima- 
gine the Shortnefs of Time did allow of, 
it was concluded he had provided them 
before hand. ‘Then, after fome favoura- 
ble Opinions given in Commendation of 
his Poetry, and fome Difcourfe, the Lord 
O@avian Fregofo, whofe Turn was next, 
began with a Smile after this Manner: 


Gentlemen, if I fhould declare my felf 
through the whole Courfe of my Life en- 
tirely free from the Paffion of Love, | 
am fure the Duchefs and the Lady Emilia, 


D tho? 
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tho’ they would in reality give no Credit 
to it, yet would they feem to believe it, 
and fay the Reafon of it was, becaufe 
I had little Hopes of perfuading any Wo- 
nan to return my Paffion: Which in- 
deed I have yet in no Inftance made 
fuch Tryal of, as to have reafon to de- 
{pair-of gaining my Point: Nor have I 
declin’d any Intrigue, becaufe I fet fo 
great a Value upon my felf and fo little 
on the Ladies, as to think none worthy 
my Affection and Concern. But rather 
difhearten’d by the continual Complaints 
of Lovers, who with Palenefs, Sorrow 
and Silence, appear to have their own 
Difcontent always painted in their Looks. 
And whenever they do fpeak, every Ex- 
preffion is attended with repeated Sighs, 
and they difcourfe of nothing elfe but 
Tears, Torments, and Defpair, and De- 
fires of Death: So that when any Spark of 
Love hath kindled in my Breaft, I have 
endeavour’d with all Diligence to extin- 
guifh it, not out of any Averfion to the 
fair Sex, as thefe Ladies fuppofe, but 
purely for my own Eafe and Security. 


On the other hand I have known fome 
quite the Reverfe of thefe Complainers, 
who do not only pleafe and folace them- 
felves with the chearful Smiles, kind Ex- 
preffions, and pleafant Countenances of 
their Miftreffes, but feafon even their A 
flictions with Sweetnefs, and feem delight- 
ed with their very Anger, Scorn and Dif- 
dain: For which Reafon thefe Perfons ap- 
pear to me to have arrived at an Excefs 
of Blifs. For whereas they find fo mucl 
Sweetnefs in the amorous Difdains, which 
to others are more grievous that Death it 
felf, Iam perfuaded when they meet 
with equal Returns of Love, they mutt 

feel 


credéffino, moflrarébbono di créder- 
lo: e dirtano, che cid procede, per- 
che 10 mi fon diffidato di potér mat 
indir donna alcuna ad amarmi: di 
che in vero non bo infin qui fatto pro- 
va con tanta infianza, che ragione- 
volmente debba effer difperato dz 
poterlo una volta confeguire: ne gia 
fon reftato di farlo, perche 20 ap- 
prezzi me fleffo tanto, 0 cost poco le 
donue, che non eftimi che molte ne 
stano degne d’effer’ amate, e fervite 
dame; ma pin tofto fpaventato da t 
continut lamenti d’alcunit Innamora- 
tz: 2 quali pallidi, mefti, e tacitur- 
nt, par che fempre habbiano la pro- 
pria fcontentezza dipinta ne gloc- 
chi, e fe parlano, accompagnando 
ogut parola con certi fofpiri triph- 
Catt, dt null altra cofa YagtOnand 
che di lagrime, di tormenti, di aif- 
perationt, e defidérit di morte; di 
modo, che fe talbora qualche feintilla 
amorofa pur mt saccefe nel cuore, 10 
fiubbito fonomi sforzato con ogni indit- 
Jiria di fpégnerla; non per bdio ch’io 
portt alle donne, (come fitmano quefle 

Signore) ma per mia falute. 
f10 pot conofciuti alcuw altri in 
tutto contrari a queftli dolenti, z 
quali non folamente ft Idudano, e 
couténtano de z grati afpetti, care 
parole, e fembianti fuavi delle loro 
Donne, ma tutti i mali condtf{cono 
di dolcezza; di modo, che le LUCKY, 
Vive, gli fdegni di quelle per dolety- 
Jimi chiamano. Perche troppo pir 
che felicz quefti tali effer mi paiono: 
che fe ne gli [degni amorof, i gualt 
da quelValtri pit che morte fono ri 
putati amarifimi, effi ritrévanoe tan- 
ta dolcezza, penfo che nell’amoreé. 
voli dimoftrationi, debban fentir 
quella beatitidine efirema, che noi 
in 








in vano in, guefto Moudo cerchia- 
m0. 

Vorrei adunque, che quefla fera il 
giuoco noftro foffe, che ciafcun dicef: 
fe, havendo ad effer fdegnata feco 
guella per fona cheglt ama, qual cau- 
fa vorrebbe, che foffe quella, che la 
suduceffe a tal fdegno. Che fe qui ft 
trévano alcunt, che habbiano provato 
guefit dolcz fdegnt, fon certo, che per 
cortesta defideraranuo una di guelle 
caufe, che cost doles le fa, & 10 forfe 
maficurard dt paffar'un poco pit 
avanti im amore, con fperanza di 
trovar 10 ancora guefia dolezza, 
dove alcunt trévano Lamaritidine: 
& in tal modo non potranno guefle 
Signore darmt infamia pin, ch’io non 
aint. 


Piacque molto quefto ginuoco, e gia 
ogwun fi preparava di parlar fopra 
tal matéria: ma non facéndoue la 
Szgnora Emilia altramente motto, 
Meffer Pietro Bembo, chera in dr- 
dine vicino, cosi diffe. 


Signori non picciol dibbio ha rif 
vegliato nell’ animo mio il giuoco pro- 
pofio dal Signore Ottaviano, havendo 
ragionato de 2 fdegni d’amore: i 
quali, avenga che varit stano, pir 
a me fono effi fempre flati acerbifi- 
mit: né da me credo, che fi poteffe 
smparare condimento baflante per ad- 
doleirgli; ma forfe fino pid, e meno 
amart fecondo la caufa, donde nafto- 
no; che mi ricorda gia haver veduto 
quella donna, cho ferviva, verfo 
me turbata, 0 per fofpetto vane, che 
da sé fieffa della fede mia haveffe 
prefo: o véro per qualche altra fal- 
fa opinione in lei nata dal! altrui 
parole & mio danno, tanto cio cre- 
deva niuna pena alla mia poterfi ag- 
gZuagliare ; 
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feel that Perfe&tion of Happinefs which 
in this World we but vainly purfue. 

[ propofe therefore for this Night’s Di- 
verfion, that every one declare, where 
there is a Neceffity he fhould be flighted 
by the Perfon beloved, what he would 
chiefly defire fhould be the Caufe and 
Foundation of fuch Difdain. For if any 
prefent have experienced thofe agreeable 
Difdains, they will undoubtedly make 

~hoice of one of thofe Caufes which ren- 
ders them fo pleafant and delightful. 
And perhaps I may with more Affurance 
bea farther Adventurer in Love, in hopes 
of finding Pleafure in that, which to ma- 
ny others occafions fo much Pain and 
Uneafinefs: Nor will the Ladies hereafter 
be able to reproach me with the Scandal 
of not being in Love. 

This Propofal was received with much 
Applaufe, and therefore every one turn’d 
his Thoughts to difcourfe upon that Sub- 
je. But the Lady Emilia being filent, 
Mr. Peter Bembo, who fate next in or- 
der, began after this Manner : 

Gentlemen, the Diverfion propofed 
by the Lord Oétavian hath with me occa- 
fion’d no fmall Debate, where he hath 
difcourfed of the Difdains of Love, of 
which, altho’ there is great Variety, yet 
to me they are always attended with Un- 
eafinefs: Nor do I believe it poffible to 
find out any Seafoning that will give them 
an agreeable Relifh: Although it is not 
unlikely but they are more or lefs painful, 
according to the Caufe from whence they 


arife. For I well remember the time, 
when the Miftrefs of my Affections was 


difgufted with me on the account of fome 
eroundlefs Jealoufy fhe had conceived of 
my Fidelity, or fome other falfe Sufpicion 
infufed into her by fome malicious Infor- 


mations to my Difadvantage; infomuch 
i352 that 
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that I imagin’d no AffliGion could be guagliare; e parévami ch'el maggior 
compared to what I fuffer’d on that Ac- dolore, ch’io Sentiva, foffe il patire, 
count. And it was no {mall Ageravation nom havéndolo meritato, &} havéer 
of my Mifery that I fuffer’d unjuftly, and guefPafflittione non per mia colpa, 
that this Misfortune befel me not for any ma per poco amor di Lei. 
Offence on my fide, but for the want of 
Affection on hers, 

At other times I obferved her Difdain Altre volte la vidi Sdegnata per 
proceeded from fome Overfight of mine, gualche error mio, e conobbi Vira 
and knew her Refentment to be juftly fwa proceder dal mio fallo, in quel 
grounded on my Mifmanagement: At punto giudicava ch’el pafato male 
which I thought the former Affliction to foffe ftato levi ffimo a rifpetto di quel 
be but inconfiderable, in comparifon to 40, ch’zo fentiva allbora; e paréa- 
what I then fuffer’d: And the incurring 2 che Lefer di (piaciuto, e per cols 
the Difpleafure of the Perfon whom I p42 Mia, a2 quella perfona, alla gual 
chiefly defired, and ufed my beft Endea- /0/2 z0 defiderava, e con tanto fiudio 
vours to pleafe, on the account of my own “€7Cava di Pracere, foffe il maggior 
Folly, appear’d to me the oreatelt Tor- 207meuto, e fopra tutti Be abtri. 
ment I ever felt. 

I therefore propofe it for our Diverfion | Yorre: adungque ch'el. giuoco nofiro 
that every one give his Opinion, where it foffe, che ciafcun diceffe, bavendo ad 
is neceffary that the Miftrefs of his Affe- effer féegnata Seco quella perfina, 
ctions fhould negleét and flight him, whe- 6? ¢g/2 ata, da chi vorrebbe che naf- 
ther he would chufe her Difdain fthould ceffe ta caufa det Sdegno , 0 da lei, 
proceed from her or from himfelf; That ? da s€ ftefo; Per {aper qual’ é mag~ 
we may the better decide which is mo{t bee dolore , We far aifpiacére Ss che 
afflicting, either juftly to difpleafe the Per. *@74 % receverlo pir da chi sama, 
fon we love, or to fuftain her eaufelefs 
Difpleafure. 

Every one expected here the Lady E- Attendeva ogwun La vifpofta della 
milia’s Anfwer; who, without any Reply Signora Limilia, la qual non facenda 
to Bembo, turn’d to S*. Frederick Frigo- ¢rimente motto al Bembo, fy volley 
fo, and gave the Signal to him to propofe © Jee féguo d Meffer Federico lre- 
his Diverfion; who immediately began S4/% chet [uo giuoco aicefje: © eff 


SX. é ai 
Phas Siéo1to cosi comincio. 
Iwifh, Madam, it were lawful for me, Signora vorrei che mi foffe lécito, 


Z 
as.is ufual in many Cafes, to acquiefce in ©0Me gualche volta ft fiole, viméte 
the Judgment of others ; for my part T Le? 472 j alla fente Ha G Uz altro ; cPi0 
n 4 er = id ; $a 4) Yat 4 wt | aap — 4 INmafje: . 
would gladly allow fome of the Diverfions 267 #é volentieri “pprovaret alcun 
; : eee Pi) ae ee ee, we UES A> , 
already propofed by thefe noble Gentle. 4 # Be LT PY aaghelts S7gno- 
men: And indeed I think they would be 7% Seth OL te parm che tit. 
te, ¢ %z fhareh y Drapes Io 2)” dahon J 2 
very entertaining, and well worth our °° S47 C7000 Piacévoli: pir per non 
Safar Loérdine, dico, che chi V0- 
Le fjé 
elfe 


hearing. 
re] 















































deffe landar la: Corte noftra, lafcian- 
do ancor 2 méritz della Signora 
Ducheffa, la gual cofa con la fua di- 
vina virti, bafteria per levar da 
terra al Cielo z pit baffi [piriti che 
séano al Mondo, ben potria, . fenza 
fofpetto dadulatione dire, che im 
tutta Italia forfe con fatica fi ri 

trovartano altretantit Cavalieri co- 
si fingulariz, © oltre alla principal 
profeffion della Cavallerta, cosi ec- 
cellent in drverfe cofe, come bor 


gui fi ritrévano. Pero fez 2 loco 
alcuno fon hudmint che méritino ef- 
fer chiamati buonz Cortegzanut, e che 


fappiano gindicar guello , Oh alla 
perfettion della Cor tegii ints s appar- 
Lice, ragionevoline ute Sha da cre- 
der che qui-szano. 


Per reprimes readungue moltz fc10c- 
chi;. 2 quali, Per effer profintuofi , 
© 2 Lett, ft cvédiuo acquifiar nome 
dz buon Cortegiano ; vorrei che il 
giuoco: di guefta fera foe tale, che 
fi eleggeffe uno della Lompzgnta, & 
a2 gueflo fi deffe cai se ds formar 
con parole un. perfetto Cortegiand, 

esp! licando tutte, le condstioni, e pare 

zcolar qualita, che fi richié eggono a 
chi mérita quefto.nome; S im quelle 
cofe che. non Pp ae anno convententt, 
fia lécito a he uno db contradire, 
come nelle fcole de Fildéjoft a chi tiene 
Conclufiont. 

Seguitava ancéra pin oltre il fuo 
xagionamento Meffer Federica, quan 
ai la Segnora Emilia in hae as NAO 

G uefto, diffe, fe all a Signora Du- 
on piace, fara vb giuoco noftro per 


hora a. _ Rifpofe la Senor Ducheffa 


LAllbora 
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hearing. Yet left I fhould tranfgrefs the 
Rule, I fay, whoever fhould attempt a 
Panegyrick upon our Court, (omitting 
the excellent Merits of the Duchefs, the 
Influence of whofe divine Virtue is fuffici- 
ent to: raife from: Earth to Heaven the 
moft infenfible of Mortals) he might well 
undertake it without the Imputation of 
Flattery. For perhaps in all Italy it would 
be no eafy Tafk to find out Perfons of fuch 
Figure and Merit, who, befide the Pro- 
feffion:of Chivalry, are fo eminent in ma+ 
ny other Accomplifhments,.. as at prefen 

fill and adorn this Court. . ‘Fherefore if 
there.are any fuch, any where to be found, 
as may ju iftly deferve the Name of good 
Courtiers, rate are competent Judges: of 
the Qualifications and iene 
which belong to them, we may reafonably 
fup pote them fere. 

To reprove therefore many forward 
Coxcombs,. who-with two great Affurance 
lay chim to the Title of good Courtiers; 
I defire for our Diverfion this Night; that 
one of the Company be made: Choice off 


whofe Bufinefs it fhall be to defcribe am 


aecomplifh’d Courtier,, explaining all the 


particular Qualifications: and Conditions - 


requifite in-one who fhall deferve that Cha- 


racter. And where any thing advanced . 


by. him fhall appear improper, any one 
fhall be at liberty.to object and argue, as 
the Cuftom is, againft him that holdeth 
the Difputations. in the Schools.of Philos 
fophy. 

Sir Frederick was Bene) in his 
Difcourfe, when the Lady: Emilia inter- 


rupting. him faid, if.it be agreeable.to the 


7 


Duchefs, this at prefent fhall be our Di 


verfion. It is my Pleafure, faid the Du- 
chefs, it fhould be fo, 
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Upon this, almoft all the Company a- = _4Ufhorg guaft tutti: i circonfian- 


greed among themfelves, and with the 
Duchefs, that this was the moft enter- ¢rg sé cominciarono a dir che 
taining Subje@ they could have pitch’d 
upon: And without expecting an Anfwer 
from one or other, they all defired the 
Lady Emilia to appoint the Perfon who 
fhould begin the Difcourfe. Who addref- 
fing her felf to the Duchefs, faid, Be 
pleafed, Madam, to lay your Commands 
upon the Perfon you are defirous fhould 
undertake this Tafks; for I will not, by 
preferring one before another, declare my 
felf a Judge in this Matter whom I think 
the beft qualified for it, left I do Injury 


to the Merit of others, 


The Duchefs replicd, Do you make this 
Choice; and take heed left by your own 
Difobedience you fet a Prefident for o- 


thers to difobey you. 


Upon this the Lady Emilia pleafantly 
faid to Lewis Count of Canoffe. Without 
lofing any more time, I fix upon you to 
undertake this in the Form and Manner 
defcribed by Sir Frederick. Not that we 
imagine you fo good a Courtier, as to 
have every thing relating to the Subject 
at your Fingers Ends: But becaufe by re- 
peating every thing quite foreign to the 
Purpofe, as we hope you will, you will 
afford us the more Diverfion, and give us 
all fome Handle to reply. Whereas if 
this Province fell to the Share of one who 
underftood it better, and who would be 
careful to advance 10thing but what is 
firictly true, we fhould have no Room to 
reply, and by that means have but cold 
Entertainment, 


The Count immediately replied, there 
is no Fear, Madam, that the Perfon who 
fpeaks Truth fhould want to be contra- 

dicted 


tt, e verfo la Signora ‘Ducheffa, e 
guefio 
era tl pin bel giuoco, che far ft po- 
teffe, e fenza afpettar Puno la ri- 
Spofta del’ attra facévano inflanza 
alla Signora Emilia, che ordinaffe 
chi gli havefe a dar principio. La 
quale voltatafi alla Signora Duchef 
Sa; comandate, diffe, Signora a chi 
piu vi piace, che habbia guefta tm- 
prefe; ch’io non voglio con eléggerne 
uno pia che Paltro, moftrar di Litdi- 
care, qual in quefto io eftimi pin Sif 
Jiciente de gl’altri, & in tal modo 
far ingitivia a chi fi fia. 


Rifpofe la SignoraDucheffa; Fate 
pur voi quefla elettione, e guardatevi 
col difobbedire di nou dar el[émpio a 
Sl altri che stano effi ancor poco obe- 
dientt. 


Allbira la Signora Emilia, ridendo, 
diffe al Conte Lodovico da Canoffa. 
Adunque per non perder pia tempo, 
vor Conte farete guello, che haveré 
quefia imprefa, nel modo che ha det- 
to Meffer Federico, non kia perche 
ct paia, che voi fiate cos? buon Cor- 
tegzano, che fuppiate quel che fi gli 
convenga, ma perchée dicendo ognt 
cofa al contrario, come fperamo che 
farete, it giuoco fara pin bello, che 
ogn'un havera che rifpéndervi: onde 
fe uwaliro, che fapeffe pit di voi, 
haveffe quefto Carico, non fe gli po- 
trebbe contradir cofa altuna; perche 
dirta la verita: e cosi il giu0co fa 
ria freddo, 


Subito, rifpofe il Conte, Signora 
u0n CL faria pericolo, che mancaffe 
contradittione a chi diceffe la verita, 
flando 








flando voi qui prefente; © efféndoft 
dt quefta rifpofia alquanto rifo, fe- 

uit: Ma 20 veramexte molto volen- 
tiers fuggirer quefta fatica, parén- 
domi troppo diffteile, e conofiendo in 
me cio che vot havete per burla det- 
to, oe vert, v0; cz0é, ch'10 non 
fappia quello, che a buon Cortegian 
ft conviene, e quefio con altro teftt- 
ménio non cerco di provare, perche 
non facendy L’opere, fi pud eftimar 
ch’z io nol fappia, © 10 credo che fra 
min biafimo m0, perché fenza dub- 
Riipees zo é non voler far -bene, che 
HOM fier ‘Lo fare: pir effendo cost, 
che a vot piaccia, ch’ habbia que- 
fio carico, non poffr, ue voglio rifit- 
tarlo, per non contraventre all’ ér- 
dine, e giudicio vofiro, iL quale eftt- 
mo pin affat che'l mio. 


Allbora Meffer Cef ive Gonzaga; 
perche gia, diffe, € paffata buon ’ho- 
ra di notte, e gui fono apparecchiatz 
molt’ altri forte de praceri, forfe 
buon fard differir queflo ragiona- 
mento a domant, e dar aff tempo al 
Conte di penfar cio chegh shab- 
bia a dire; chin véro di tal fig. 
getto parlare wmprovifa, e eae 
cofa. 

Rifpofe it Conte, 29 now voglio far, 
come colui, che pogliatofi in giup- 
pone, faltdo meno, ‘che non baveva 
fatto col faio: e percto parmi gran 
ventura, che l’bora fia tarda, per- 
che per la brevita del tempo fard 
sforzato a parlar poco, @L non bha- 
vervt penfato mt eft cufer ‘a talmente, 
che mt fara lécito dir fenza biafimo 
tutte le cofe, che prima mit verranno 
alla bi¢ca. 


Per 
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dicted when you are in Company. When 
they had a while laugh’d at this Anfwer, 
he proceeded: Tavisata willingly indeec 
be exempted from a Burden which is too 
dificult for me: And I am fufficiently 
fenfible of the Truth of what you have 
{poke in Jeft, viz. that I do not under- 
ftand what belongs toa Courtier; which 
I defire to make Proof of b by no other 
Tryal, than that fince I do not perform 
the Actions of a Courtier, | may well be 
fuppofed not to underftand the Charaéter. 
And in this I think I deferve the lefs 
Blame. For it is doubtlefs more reproach- 
ful not to be willing to do well, than not 
to know how to do it. Yet fince it is 
your Pleafure I fhould undertake this Of 
fice:. I neither can nor will decline it, left 
I run counter to. your Judgment, which I 
efteem much fuperior to my own. 

Then the Lord Cefar Gonzaga: Be- 
caufe, fayshe, the Night is fo far advan- 
ced, and we have feveral other Diverfions 
in Readinefs,. perhaps it may not be im- 
proper to defer this Subject till to Mor- 
row, that the Count. may have time to 
confider what he is to fay; for. in. reality 
*tis a nice and difficult Point to difcourfe 
of this matter off hand, and.without Pre- 
meditation. 

The Count replied, 1 will not follow 
his Example who ftripp’d himfelf to his 
Wattcoat and leap’d lefs Ground than he 
did before in his Coat: And [ think it 
fortunate for me that it is now fo late ; 
becaufe the Shortnefs of the Time will 
confine my Difcourfe to a narrow Com- 
pafs, and the Suddennefs of the ites 
will fo far excufe me, that I m e al- 
lowed to fpeak, without ee Bee 
ever lies uppermoft in my Thoughts. 
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Being therefore defirous-to rid my felf 
of this Burden as foon as may be, this I 
affirm ;- It is fo hard a*matter to know 
what is the true Perfection in any thing, 
that it is next to impoffible; which is oc- 
cafion’d by.the great Variety of Judgments. 
Whence it is that many are delighted with 
one that is talkative, and give him the 
Title of a pleafant Companion; fome are 
more pleafed with a Man of Modefty ; o- 
thers fanfy one that is active and always 
in Motion; ethers one that difcovers 
Calmnefs and Confideration in whatever 
he undertakes: And thus does every Man 
condemn or cenfure according to his Fan- 
cy, always concealing a Vice with the Name 
of the neareft Virtue, and a Virtue with the 
Name of the next Vice: Asin ftyling. the 
confident Perfon a Man of Liberty; the 
Man of Modefty,dry andinfipid. He that 
wants Wit fhall be ftyled Good, and the 
want of Virtue fhall give hima Title to 


Wifdem. And fo of the reft. 


Notwithftanding I am perfuaded there 
is in every thing, what we call Perfection, 
although it be not fo evident; and this 
by a rational Enquiry may be found out 
and diftinguifh’d by fuch as have Skill 
and Judgment: And fince Truth, as I 
have obferv’d already, often lies con- 
cealed, and I do not pretend an exact 
Knowledge in this Affair, I cannot but 
recommend that kind of Courtiers which 
I moft efteem, and which according to 
my Judgment feems to come neareft the 
Truth. Which Opinion of mine, you are 
at liberty to follow if you think fit, or 
you may adhere to your own, if yours 
fhall differ from it: Nor will I be at all 
pofitive that mine is better than yours. 
For not-only one thing may appear better 

[9 
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Per non tencr adungue pid ute 
Samente quefio carico di obligatione 
Sopra le fpalle; dico, che in 0g"t CO- 
fa tanto é& difficile él conifeere la 
vera perfettioue, che € quafi impof- 
stole; e guefto per la varieta dea 
giudreiz. Pero fi ritrévano moltl, a 
t quali fara grato un hucmo che park 
afjat, e quello chiameranno piacévole. 
Lilcuni fr diletteranno pid della mo- 
déftia. Alcuwaltri d'un huomo at- 
tivo © inguieto, Altri di chi in 
ognt cofa mofiri ripofo, e confidera- 
tione.: e cosi ciafcuno lauda, e viti- 
pera fecondo il parer fuo, Sempre 
coprendo il vitio col nome della pro- 
pinqua virth, 6 la virth col nome 
del propinguo vttio; come chiaman- 
do un profontuofo, libero; un mode- 
flo, arido, un néfcio, buono; un fees 
lerato, prudente; e medefimamente 
nel rvefto. 


Pir 10 flimo in ogni cofa effer 
ba fua perfettione, avenga che naf- 
cofia, e quefla poterfi con vragioné- 
voli difcorft giudicar da chi di guel- 
la tal cofa ha notttia. E perché 
(come hd detto) fpeffo la verita 
fié occulta, © io non mi vanto ha- 
ver guefla cognitiones non polfo 
laudar, fe non quella forte di Cor- 
tegiaut, ch10 pik apprezzo, ap- 
Provar quella, che mi par pin st- 
mile al véro, fecondo il mio poco 
giudicio, il qual feguitaréte, se vt 
parera buono, ovéro, vattenerete 
al voftro, segli fara dal mio die 
verfo: née 10 gia contraflerd che'l 
mto fia meglior ch el voftro; che non 
fol mente a V0t pud parer "una Cofa, 
242 me uw altra: ma & me fleffa 
potria 








potria paver hor una cofa, © hora 
un altra. 


Voglio adungque che quefto noffro 
Cortegiano, fia nato Nébile, e di ge- 
nerofa Famiglia: perché molto men 
ft difdice ad uw Ignébile mancar 
di far operationi Virtuofe, che ad un 
Nobile, il quale fi difvia dal ca- 
mino de’ {wot anteceffori, macula il 
nome della. Famigha; e non fola- 
mente non acquifia, ma perde il gia 
acquifiato: perché la Novilta é qua- 
ft una chiara lampa, che manife- 
fia, e fa vedér L’dépere buone, e le 
male, © accende, e {prona alla vir- 
tu, cost col timor d’infdmia, come 
ancora con la fperanza di laude. 
Lit non fcoprendo quefto fplendor di 
Nobilta, Pdpere de glVignobili, effi 
mancano dello fttmolo, e del timore 
di quella infamia: née par loro d’ef- 
Ser ’obligatt paffar pik avanti di 
quello, che fatto habbiano i fuoi an- 
feceffort; § a i Nobili par bidfino, 
non gitingere almeno al términe da’ 
fies prim moftratogli. 


Perd.imterviene quaft fempre, che 
nelle arme, e nelValtre virtuofe ope- 
vationi, gle hudmint pin fegnalati 
fono Nobili, perché la natura in 
ogut cofa ha infito quell occulto fe- 
me, che porge una certa forza, e 
proprieta del fuo principio & tutto 
gucllo, che da effo deriva, & a sé 
bo fa simile: come non folamente ve- 
demo nelle razze de Cavalli, e d’- 
altri animali, ma ancor ne gli Al- 
beri; trampolli de quali quafi fem- 
pre Saffimighano al tronco; e fe 
gualche 
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to you, another to me, but even in my 
own Judgment I may fometimes prefer 
one thing, fometimes another. 

I would have our Courtier therefore to 
be born a Gentleman, and of‘a good Fa. 
mily: Becaufe it is much lefs Difcredit for 
a Perfon of mean Extraction to fail in vir- 
tuous Actions, than for one of noble Pa- 
rentage, who, if he fwerve from the Steps 
of his Anceftors, ftains-the Honour of his 
Pedigree, and brings a Blot upon his Ef- 
cutcheon ; and doth not only make no 
Progrefs, but lofes what is already ac- 
quired: For Noblenefs of Birth is as it 
were a bright Lamp, which difcovers and 
expofes Actions both good and bad; and 
inflamesand encourages to Virtue, as well 
with the Fear of Reproach, as with the 
Hope of Glory. And whereas this Splen- 
dour of Nobility doth not difcover and 
illuftrate the Actions of fuch as are mean- 
ly defcended; hence are they deftitute of 
that Encouragement, as alfo of that Fear 
of Reproach, and think themfelves obli- 
ged to rife no higher than the Fountain, 
nor to furpafs the Pattern fet them by their 
Anceftors ; whereas the nobly born think 
it a Scandal not to advance at leaft as far 
as the Bounds mark’d out by their Prede- 
ceffors. 

Whence it generally happens, that the 
Perfons who are moft remarkable for 
Arms, or any other virtuous Exploits, 
are fuch as were honourably defcend- 
ed: Becaufe there is in every thing 2 
fecret Principle implanted by Nature, 
which gives a certain Force and Propriety 
at the Beginning, and ftamps fome pecu- 
liar Image and Refemblance of it felf in 
all the Productions which flow from it: It 
appears, for Example, not only in the 
Race of Horfes and other Animals, but 


alfo in Trees, whofe Scions generally re- 
In femble 
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femble the Stock they came from; andif gualche volta degénerano, procedé 
at any time they degenerate, it proceeds dal mal ’"Agricultore. Et cost inter- 
from fome Mifmanagement or want of wien de EV hudmini: 7 quali, fe di 
Care. The Cafe is exactly the fame with buona creanza fono cultivati, guaft 
Men: If they are train’d up with good E- fempre fom simili a quellt, donde 
ducation, they ufually refemble thofe from procédono, e /peffo miglidrano: ma 
whom they defcend, and often furpafs /e manca loro chi gli curt bene, dz- 
them: but if they are deftitute of Care véugouo, come felvatichi, née mat fe 
and Cultivation, they grow as it were aturano. 

wild, and never attain to Perfection. 

True it is, whether it be fromthe In- Vera 0, che, 0 fia per favor delle 
fluence of the Stars, or the Power of Na- ftelle, 0 di natura, nadfcono alcuni 
ture, fome there are even from their Birth accompagnatt da tante gratie, che 
endowed with fuch Charms and Graces, par che non ficno nati, ma che up 
that they feem not to be born like com- gvalche Dio con le préprie mant for- 
mon Mortals, but form’dimmediately by watz gli habbia, © ornati di tutti 
fome divine Hand, and adorn’d with all 2 benz del?’ an-mo , e del corpo. Si 
the Excellencies both of Body and Mind. come ancora mobtt fi véggono tanto 
As on the other fide we fee fome fo awk- 2#e/t, e /garbati, che non fi pud 
ward and defornrd, as would tempt one crédere, Se non che la natura, per 
to fuppofe that Nature produced them for difpetto, 0 per ludibrio produtti gli 
no other reafon but to ridicule and expofe habbia al mondo. Quefiz, fi come 
them. And as thefe, with continual Dili- 76” @/s/dua diligenza, e buona cre- 
gence and the utmoft good Management, @724 poco frutto, per fo piu delle 
ufually make but flender Returns of Fruit, V0e, poffou fare, est quegh altri 
fo the other with little Care and Cultiva- ©% poca fatica vengon’ im colmo a 
tion, foon arrive to the Top of all Perfe- Simma eccelenza ; £ per darvi stg 
tion, I thall give you an Inftance of this /impi, Tedete i/ Pxse Hip- 
in the Lord Hippolito de Efte Cardinal of 2940 da Effe, Cardinal di Ferrara, 
Ferrare, who has been attended with fuch iL qual re di felicita ha por- 
Fiappinefs from his Birth, that his Perfon, tato dal nafier Sito, che 11 Perfona, 


se lo Afpetto, le Parole, e tutti i fuoi 
hi , CG : ) 3 ‘ 
his Afpect, his Difcourfe, his every Ge movimenti fono talmente di gitefa 


gratia compofit 5 accomodati, che 
tra t pit antichiPrelati, avenga che 
fia giévane, rapprefenta una tanto 
grave autorita, che pit prefto pare 
atto ad infegnare, che bifognofo d’im- 
parare. 


Sture, are fet of with fo much Grace and 
Dignity, that notwithftanding the Difad- 
vantage of his Years, he appears with fuch 
Gravity and Authority among the moft 
ancient Prelates, that he feems fitter to 
give, than to receive Inftruétions at their 


Hands. 


In converfing likewife with Men and Medefimaménte nel conver fare con 
Women of every Rank and Quality; in gli hudmini, © con donne d’ogni 
Jefting, Laughing and Repartee, there is qualita; nel giuocare, nel ridere, e 
fuch Sweetnefs and Gracefulnefs in all his ned motteggiare » tiene una certa 
Beha- dilve Bay 














dolcezza, §§ cosz gratiof: cofiumi, che 
forza e, che ciafcun, che gli parla, 
d pir lo vede, gli refit perpetuamente 
affettionato. 

Ma ritornando al propofito uofiros 
dico, che tra quefla eccellente gratia, 
e guella infenfata fe.occhezza, fi 
trova ancbra il me%Z0; e poffon gutel, 
che non fon da natura cosi perfetta- 
mente dotati, con fludio e fatica li- 
mare, ecorréggere im gran parte t 
difett: naturals. 

_ LL Cortegiano adungue, oltre alla 
Nobilta, voglio che fir in quefta 
parte fortunato; © habbia da natu- 
ya non folamente lo ingegno, e bella 
forma di perfona, e di volta, ma una 
certa gratia, e (come fidice) un 
fangue, che lo faccia al primo afpet- 
to. 2 chtungue lo vede, grato, & a- 
mabile: Et fia quefto un’ ornamento, 
che componga,  accompagni tutte 
Le operation: fie: © prometta nella 
fronte quel tale effer degno del com- 
mércio, e gratia d’ogn: gran Signo 
re. 

uivi non afpettando pit oltre, 
diffe it S:gnor Gefoar Pallavicino: 
Acid che ib nofiro giuoco habbia la 
forma ordinata; e che non paia che 
not efivniam poco Lautorita dataci 
del contradire, dico, che nel Corte- 
giano &@ me now par cosi necefadria 
guefla Nobilta: e s10 mi penfafi 
dir cofa, che ad alcun d: noi foffe 
nuova, 10 addurre: molt1, bi gualt 
nati di Nobiliffimo fangue, fono fia- 
tz pient di vitit: e per lo contra- 
710, molt Igndbili, che hanno con la 
virté illufirate la pofterita loro. 


Lit fe é vero quello, che voi di- 
ccfle dianzi, tive, che in ogni cofa 


fia 
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Behaviour, that whoever difcourfes with 
or obferves him, muft retain an AffeGtion 
for him ever after, 


But to return to our Subject, between 
this excellent Grace and that aukward 
Stupidity, I affirm there is a Medium; 
and thofe who are not fo perfectly ac- 
complifh’d by Nature, may yet with Stu- 
dy and Application in fome meafure re- 
form and polifh their natural Imperfe- 
tions. 

I would therefore have our Courtier, 
befide the Noblenefs of his Extraétion, to 
be happy in this refpect; and to have by 
Nature not only a ready Wit and a beau- 
tiful Shape and Face, but a certain Grace- 
fulnefs, as they fay, of Air and Mein, as 
fhall at firft Sight recommend him to the 
Affection and Efteem of eagh Beholder : 
And let this Gracefulnefs accompany and. 
adorn all his Actions; and affure Men by 
his very Afpect, that he is worthy the 
Converfation and Favour of every great 
Man. 

Here Seignior Gafpar Pallavicin, with- 
out ftaying any longer, replied: That 
our Diverfion may proceed according to 
the Form and Manner appointed; and 
left it fhould appear that we fet too little 
Value on the Privilege allow’d us of con- 
tradicting, I fay, in my Opinion, that this 
Noblenefs of Birth is not fo neceffary for 
a Courtier: And if I thought this Affer- 
tion appear’d ftrange to any of you, I can 
alledge feveral Inftances of Perfons nobly 
born who have been tainted with the worfl 
of Vices; and on the other hand, of thofe 
of mean Extraction, who have by their 
Virtue tranfmitted Honour to their Pofte- 
rity. 

And if what you before obferv’d be 
true, that there is fuch a fecret Force and 

E, 2 Virtue 
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Virtue of the firft Seed in every thing, 
we fhould all be in one and the fame Con- 
dition, for all of us had the very fame O- 
riginal, nor would one have a greater fhare 
of Nobility than another. But as to what 
occafions the different Degrees of Condi- 
tions among us, I believe there are many 
other Things to be confider’d, in which 
Fortune has the largeft fhare, becaufe we 
perceive her to have fo powerful an Influ- 
ence in all worldly Affairs, and to take a 
Paftime as it were in exalting frequently 
whom fhe pleafes, without the leaft previ- 
ous Merit; and to fink others into the 
loweft Abyfs, who are worthy of the 
higheft Advancement. 

I entirely approve of what you fay con- 
cerning the Happinefs of thofe who are 
from their Birth endow’d with all the 
Graces of Bédy and Mind; but this is to 
be obferv’d in Perfons of mean Extra- 
ction, as well as in thofe that are nobly 
born; for Nature regards not thefe fubtil 
DHiftinctions: But, as I have hinted, we 
often fee in Perfons meanly defcended the 
higheft Excellencies of Nature. Since 
therefore this Nobility is to be obtain’d 
neither by Wifdom, nor Power, nor Art, 
but is rather a Praife belonging to our An- 
ceftors than our felves; it appears to me 
very ftrange, that becaufe the Parents of 
the Courtier are ignoble, all his good Qua- 
lities fhould be flighted; and thofe excel- 
feat Accomplifhments you have mention’d 
fhould net be fufficient to raife him-to the 
Top of Perfection : For Inftance, a rea- 
dy Wit, a beautiful Face, a fine Shape, 
and that amiable Grace fulnefs which {trikes 
us at firft Sight, and immediately wins 
the Affections and Efteem of Mankind. 

Count Lewis replied: I deny not but 
Perfons of mean Defcent may be adorn’d 
with the fame: Virtues as thofe who are 

nobly 
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fia quella occulta forza del primo 
feme, noi tuttt faremmo in una me- 
défima conditione, per haver ’havuto 
un medéfimo principio, née pin un che 
Laltro farebbe Nébile. Ma. delle 
diver fita noftre, e gradt a@ultezza,e 
di bellezza, credo io, che stano molt’- 
altre caufe, tra le quali eftimo la 
fortuna effer prectpua, perche in tut- 
te le cofe mondane la veggiame do- 
minare, e guaft pigharft a giuoco 
Balzar [peffo fiw’ al cielo chi par a 
bez fenza mérito aleuno, e fepelir 
nes!’ abbif[o t pin degui defer effal- 
lati. 


Confermo ben cid che voi dite deb: 
La felicita di quelli, che nafcon do- 
tatt de 1 beni dell’animo, e del cor- 
po: ma quefio cosi fi vede ne gl’ I- 
gndoils, come ue 2 Nobili, perché la 
natura non ha quefte cosi fottili di- 
ftintionz: anzi (come ho detto) fpeffa 
fi véggono in perfone bafsiffime altzf- 
Jimi dont di natura. Perd non acqui- 
Sidudof quefta Nobilta ne per ingegno,. 
ne per forza, ne per arte, & effendo 
pia tofto ldude de i noftri antecefforis, 
che nofira propria; a mé par trop- 
po firano voler che fe i. parenti dek 
nofiro Cortegiano fono fiati Igndbili; 
tutte le fue buone qualita szano 
guafie; eche non baftino affai quell’: 
alive conditioni, che voi havete no- 
minate per ridurlo al colmo della 
perfettione: cioe Ingegno, bellezza 
di Volto, difpofition di perfona, e 
quella gratia, che al primo afpet- 
to fempre lo factia a ciafiun, gras 
tiffimo. 

Allhora il Conte Lodovico: Nor 
nego 10, rifrofe, che ancéra negli 
hubmins bafi non pofjano regnar 
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gielle medéfime virta, che ne i No- 
bili: ma per non replicar quello, 
che zia havemo detto, con molte al 
tre ragiont, che fi potrtano addurre 
in laude della Nobilta, la guzle 
fempre, & appreffo ogwuno é hono- 
vata; perché ragionevol cofa és. che 
da i buoni nafcono 2 buon; bavendo 
not a formare un Cortegiano fenZza 
difetto alcuno, e cumulato dognt lau- 
de, mi par necefario farlo Neébile, 
si per molté altre caufe, come an- 
cor per la opinion univerfale, la 
gual fibito accompagna la Nobilta. 
Che, fe faranno dui huémini di 
Palazzo; 2 qualt non babbiano per 
prima dato impreffiow alcuna di sé 
fiefi con Vopere o- buone, 0 male; 
fib:ito che sintenda uw effer nato 
Gentil hupmo, e Laltro no; appreffo 
ciafcuno lo Igndbile fara molto meno 
fitmato chel Nobile: & bifognera, 
che con molte fatiche, e con tempo 
nella mente de gli huédmini imprima 
ta buona opinion d: 5°, che Paltro in 
uu momento, e folamente con Ll éffe- 


ne Gentil huomo haverd acquifiata: - 


€ di quanta importanza stano guefte 
zmpreffioni, ogwun pud facilmente 
compréendere. 

Che parlando. di not, habbiam ve- 
duto capitare in quefta cafa, hudmini, 
2. gualt effendo Sciocchi e gofftfimi, 
per tutta Italia hanna perd havuto 
fama di grandiffimi Cortegiant: e 
benche in iltimo fran fiate feoper- 
tz, e conofctuti 3. pir per molti di ci 
hanno ingannato, e mantenuto ne gli 
animi nofir: quella opinion di sé, che 
prima in efi hanno trouato impreffa, 
aenche habbiano operato fecondo 1 lor 
poco valore. | 


Havends: 
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nobly born: But, to avoid the Repeti- 
tion of what I have faid already, with ma- 
ny other Arguments that might be urg’d 
on. the fide of Nobility, which is com- 
mended: and efteem’d by all Mankind, 
becaufeit is agreeable to Reafon that Good 
fhould fpring from Good: Since it is our 
Defign to form. a Courtier without Ble- 
mith or Defect, loaded with all Praife,. 
and, adorn’d with all Perfection, it appears 
to.me neceflary to fuppofe him a Gentle- 
man born, as well upon many other Ac- 
counts, as for that general Efteem with 
which Nobility 1s always attended. 


For let us imagine two Perfons in a 


Prince’s Court, who have yet given no- 
Proof of themfelves by a Behaviour either 
good or bad; let, it, be underftood that 
one is born a.Gentleman, and the other, 
not; the Perfon of mean Extraction will 
immediately fall fhort of the other in the, 
general Refpect.and Efteem; and it will 
require much Time and Pains for him to 
imprint in-Mens Minds the fame good O- 
pinion of himfelf, which-the other in one, 
Moment will obtain for no other reafon, 


but becaufe he is.a Gentleman: And of.” 


how great Importance fuch Impreffions; 
are, it.is not dificult to conceive. 

For to,apply this to our felves, we have: 
known Inftances of fome, who,. notwith- 
ftanding, they were wretchedly ftupid and. 
ignorant. neverthelefs had the Reputa- 
tion over all. Italy of great. Courtiers 5 
and though.in the long run they were 
found out and difcovered, yet for a con- 
fiderable time we were impofed upon by: 
them, and they maintain’d that.Opinion 
of themfelves which was firft imprinted 
on us, though they managed with very 


mean Skill and-Addrefs. 
Others 
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Others we have feen at firft but little 
regarded, who in the end have acquitted 
themfelves extremely well. Of thefe Er- 
rors feveral Caufes may be alledged ; and 
among others the Wilfulnefs of Princes; 
who, to make Experiments often, mere- 
ly for their Pleafure, fhew Favour to thofe 
whom they know to be altogether unwor- 
thy of it; and frequently they themfelves 
are really deceived. But becaufe they 
have many who follow their Example, up- 
on their Favour much of the good Opi- 
nion of the World depends; which is a 
Rule the Criticks, who judge of thefe 
Matters, ufually go by: And if they ob- 
ferve any thing different from the com- 
mon Opinion, they fufpec themfelves to 
be in the wrong, and take it for eranted 
that there are Virtues which lie conceal- 
ed and out of Sight: becaufe they fuppofe 
the general Opinion is grounded upon 

fome real Foundation, and arifes from 
Truth and Reafon. 
And forafmuch as our Minds are prone 


‘either to Love or Hatred, as is to be ob- 


ferved at publick Shews and Combats, 
and all other fort of Contentions, where 
the Spectators, without any evident Caufe, 
are inclined to favour one Perfon more 
than the other, and impatiently defire 
that he may come off with Victory, and 
the other be defeated: So with re- 
gard to the Judgments we pafs on Mens 
Qualifications, the good or ill Charaéter 
of them immediately inclines us to one 
of thefe two Paffions: Whence it hap- 
pens, that for the moft part we give 
our Verdict with too much Favour, or 
with two much Averfion, 


You perceive then of what Confequence 
this firft Impreffion is, and how ffluch it 
#oncerns him to endeavour that it be good 


at 


LTavemo veduti altri al principis 
in pochtiffima eftimatione, pot effere 
al’iltimo riufciti benifimo. Et di 
queftt errori fino diverfe caufes e 
tra Valtre, LVoftination de i Signo- 
74; 2 quali per volér far miracol:, 
talbor ft méttono a dar favore a chi 
par loro che mériti disfavore; e 
Speffo ancor effi singaunano. Ma 
perche fempre hanno infiniti imita- 
tort, dal favor loro deriva grandiffi- 
ma fama; la quale per lo pidi Litt 
diciz vanno feguendo: ©& fe ritré- 
vano qualche cofa, che paia contrd- 
via alla commune opinione, dubita- 
uo d’ingannar sé medéfimi, e fem- 
pre afpéttano qualche cofa di nafto- 
Jio: perché pare, che quefte opinioni 
untverfali débbano pir effer fondati 
Sipra wu vero, e nafcere da ragione. 
vole caufe. 


E perche gli dnimi noftyi Jone 
proutifinmi all amore, © alVédio, 
come ft vede ne gli fpertacoli a3 
combattimenti, e de giurchi, e a’egut 
attra forte di contentione, deve i 
Spe tiatori [pi ffo fi affettionano, fen- 
2a manifcfta cagione, ad una dalle 


parti, con defidério efiremo, the guel- 


la refit vincente, e Laitra jerda: 
Circa Lopinione ancéra delle gua- 
lita de gli huémini, la buona fama, 
0 la mala, nel primo entrare, move 
Panimo nofiro ad una di quefle due 


paffiont: Perd interviene, che per 


lo piu noi gindichiamo con amore, 0 
Vero con édio. 


Vedete adunque di quanta impor- 
lanza fia quefia prima impreffione, e 
come debba sforzarfi d’acquiftarla 

buona 








buona ne iz principiz, cht penfa ha- 
wer grado, e nome di buon Cortegia- 
n0. 
Ma per venive a qualche parti- 
cularita, eftimo che la principale, e 
wera profeffion del Cortegzano, deb- 
ba effer quella dellarme, la gual 
fopra tutto vogho chegh faccia vi- 
vamente, e fia conofciuto tra gli al- 
tri per ardito, e sforzato, e fedele 
a chi ferve: el nome di quefle buone 
couditione fi acquiftera facéndone 1’- 
Opere in ogni tempo, e loco: 2mpero- 
ché non é lécito in queflo mancar mai 
Senza bidfimo efiremo. 


Et come nelle Donne, la honefia 
una Volta macchiata, mat pit ritor- 
na al primo fiato: cosi la fama d'un 
Gentil huomo, che porti Varme, fe 
una volta in un minimo punto ff de- 
nigra per codardia, 0 altro rimproc- 
chio, fempre refla vituperofa al mon- 
do, e piena d’ignominio. 


_ Quanto pin adungue fara eccellente 
zl nofiro Cortegiano in quefta arte, tan- 
to piu fara degno di laude; bench io 
non eftimi effer in lui neceffaria quel- 
la perfetta cognition di cofe, e Pal- 
tre qualita, che ad un Capitano fi 
convéngono: che per effer quefto trop- 
po gran mare, ne contentaremo (co- 
me havemo detto) della integrita di 
fede, e dell’animo invitto, e che 
Sempre fi vegga effer tale: perche 
molte volte pia nelle cofe piccole, 
che nelle grandi ft condfcono i Co- 
vaggiofi: e fpeffo ne’ pericoli d’im- 
portanza, e dove fon molti teflimd- 
nit, fi vitrévano alcuni, i quali 
benche habbiano 11 cuore morto nel 
corpo, pur fpinti dalla verzogna, 0 
dalla compaguta, quafi ad occhi chiufi 
Vann 
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at his fetting out, if he-intendg to: ob- 
tain Favour, and the Reputation of a good 
Courtier. 


But to defcend to Particulars, I look- 


upon the true and principal Profeffion of 
a Courtier to confift in the Skill of Arms, 
which I would have him exercife with 
much Life and Activity; and to be di- 
ftinguifh’d among others for his Bravery, 
and Courage, and Fidelity, to the Prince 
he ferveth; and furnifh’d with fuch Ta- 
lents, he will foon purchafe himfelf a Re- 
putation by exerting himfelf in every pro- 
per Time and Place; for fhould he faint 
in the time of Tryal, it would be attend- 
ed with the utmoft Reproach. 


For as Women, whofe Virtue is once. 


tainted, never recover their former Re- 
putation; fo is the Character of a Gentle- 
man profeffing Arms branded with an in- 
delible Mark of Infamy, if he in the 


leaft Pundiilio once receive a Slur through. 


Cowardice, or any other reproachful Con- 
duct. 


‘Fhe more therefore our Courtier excels 


‘in this Qualification, the fairer Claim he~ 


will have to our Praife: For I do not 
think it neceflary for him. to have fo pers 


fect a Knowledge in this Particular, and’ 


fome others of Affinity with it, as is re- 
quifite in a profefs’d Soldier: But left 
we fhould launch into too wide a Sea 
of Difcourfe, we will, as I faid, content 
our felves with his Integrity and Faithful- 
nefs and invincible Courage, and that he 
always appear adorn’d with thefe Virtues: 
For Men of Courage are often difcover’d 
in little Matters, fooner than in-fuch as are 
more important; very often in Dangers 
of Confequence, where many Eyes are 
upon them, you may obferve fome, who 


tho’ they are ready to dye away for Fear, 
yet 









































7 
yet, fpurr’don with a Senfe of Shame and 
a Regard to the Company, go on as it 
were blindly, God knows how, in the 
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vanno innanzi, e fanno il débito Io- 
ro, e ‘Dio fa come: e nelle cofe, che 
poco prémono; e dove par che péf- 


Difcharge of their Duty: In Matters of favo fenza effer notati reflar dt 


no great Moment, where they fuppofe 
they may decline Danger without Notice, 
they are glad enough to embrace the Oc- 

cafion, and provide for their own Safety. 
But fuchas think themfelves neitherfeen 
nor obferv’d, and yet exprefs a Stoutnefs 
of Courage, and refolve not to fuffer the 
leaft thing to pafs that may reflect upon 
their Character, thefe are poflefs’d with 
that Bravery of Spirit which we defire in 
eur Courtier: Not that we would have 
him a mere Braggadocio, and always boatt- 
ing of his Courage, as if he were wedded 
to the Profeffion of Arms for Life; nor 
conftantly threatening with a grim and ter- 
rible Countenance, as we have often ob- 
ferv’d of Berto: For to fuch Perfons the 
fame Reply may well be made, which a 
worthy Lady in a neble Aflembly plea- 
fantly gave toone, whomat prefent I for- 
bear to mention; when fhe out of Refpect 
had defired him to be her Partner in Dan- 
cing, upon his refufing that, andto hear 
Mufick, and many other Entertainments 
which were offer’d him, affirming fuch 
Trifles not to belong to his Profeffion; 
the Lady at laft demanded of him, What 
his Profeffion was? He anfwer’d with a 
four Afpec&t, To fight. Then the La- 
dy replied, Since this is not a Seafon 
of War, and you are not-now in the 
Field of Battle, I think it advifeable 
tor you to be well oyl’d and liquor’d, 
and fet up in an Armory, with all your 
Implements of War, till Occafion calls 
you into Action, left you grow more 
rufty than you are. Thus, to the great 
Diverfion of the Standers by, the left him 
with 


meétterfi a pericolo, volentier fi la- 
Seiano acconciare al ficuro. 


Ma quelli, che ancor quando pén- 
Sano non dover’ effer d’alcuno née mi- 
rati, née veduti, ne conofciuti, mb- 
firano ardire, e non lafcian paffar 
cofa per minima ch’ella fia, che pof- 
Ja loro effer carico, hanno quella vir- 
tu d’animo, che noi ricerchiamo nel 
nofiro Cortegiano: il quale non vo- 
temo perd che fi moftri tanto fiero, 
che fempre flia in fi le brave pa- 
role: e dica haver tolto la Corazz 
per Moglie; e mimacci con quelle 
frere guardature, che fpeffo have- 
mo veduto fare a Berto: che a que- 
Jtt tali meritamente fi pud dir quel- 
lo, che una valorofa Donna in una 
nobile Compagnia piacevolmente dif- 
fé ad uno, chio per hora nominar 
non voglio; il quale effendo da lei, 
per honorarlo, invitato a danzare, é€ 
rifiutando effoS quefto, 6 Ludir mi- 
fica, e molti altri intertenimenti, 
offertigl, fempre con dir, cosi fatte 
novelluzze non effer {uo mefliero; in 
ultimo dicendo la‘Donna, qual’ é a- 
dungque il meftier voftro? vifpofe con 
un mal vifo, it Combattere. Allho- 
ra laDonna; fibito, crederei, dif- 
Se, the hor, che non fiete alla Guer- 
Ta, né in términe di combdttere, 
foe buona cofa che vi faecefte mol- 
to ben untare, ed infieme con tut 
tz 2 vofiri arnefi da battaglia ripor- 
ve in un armario, fix che bifognaf- 
Se, per non rugginive pia di quello 
che fiate. Et cosi con molte rifa de 
circons 








circonfianti, fcornato laftiollo nella 
fia fcwcca profuntione. 

Sta adungue quello, che noi cer- 
chiamo, dove “g, veggon gle nimict, 
fieriffimo, acerbo, e sempre tra t 
primi: im ogni al loco, humano, 
modefto, e ritenut p pregene 0 fopra 
tutto la oftent. ik , 6 hw npr den- 
te laudar fe fieffa, ba lo quale V’huo- 
110 fempre fe concita ¢dio,  fiéma- 
60 da chi ode. 


Et 20, rifpofe allhora il Signor 
Gafparo, ho conoftiuts pochi hudmt- 
ni eccellenti in qual ft voglia cofa, 
che non laudino fe flefi; e parmi, 
che molto ben comportare lor fi pof- 
fa: perche chi fi fente valere, quan- 
do fi vede non effere per Lépere da 
glignoranti conofciuto, fi fdegua che'l 
valor Sita flia fepolto: forza é, che 
a qualche modo lo fcopra, per non 
effer defraudato delV honore, che é 
zl vero premio delle virtuofe fa- 
tithe. Pero tra glanticht Scritto- 
71, chi molto vale, rare volte fi a- 
fiién da laudar fe fief. Quelli ben 
‘fono intolerabilt, che effendo di niun 
mérito fi laudano: ma tal uon pre- 
fimiam noi, che fia 1b nofiro Corte- 
£iano. 


Allhora il Conte » Se Voi, diffe, 
havete intefo, 10 ho biafmato il lau- 
dare sé fieffo impudentemente, e fen- 
Za vifpetto: © certo, come vot dite, 
non fi dee piglar mala opinion d’- 
aw huomo valor of, che modeflamente » 
fi ldudt: anzi tor quello per tefi- 
méuio pit certo, che fe veniffe di 
bocca altrui. Dico ben, che chi lau- 
dando sé fieffo, non imcorre iu errore, 


fight 
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with a Banter upon his ridiculous Va- 
nity. 

The Courtier therefore, whom we are 
enquiring after, will always fhew himfelf 
brave and couragious, and expofe himfelf 
with the foremoft againft the Enemy: In 
all other Places madete obliging and cir- 
cumfpect, avoiding above all things O- 
{tentation, and an imprudent Commen- 
dation of himfelf; by which a Man al- 
ways purchafes to himfelf the Hatred and 
Contempt of the Hearers. 

I have obferved but few, replied Sei- 
enior Gafpar, who, having attained to any 
Excellency, are not addicted to commend 
themfelves ; and, I think, it may be ve- 
ry wellexcufedinthem. For he that i 1s 
con{cious of his own Worth, and per- 
ceives that it is concealed from the Igno- 
rant, difdains to have his Merits buried 
in Obfcurity, and therefore thinks himfelf 
under a Neceffity by fome means or other 
to difplay them, left he mifs of that Re- 
{pect which belongs to them, and which 
is the juft- Reward of virtuous Actions. 
Hence, among the ancient Writers, thofe 
that are moft excellent feldom refrain 
from launching out into their own Praifes. 
They indeed are intolerable, who raife 
Panegyricks upon themfelves , without 
the leaft Foundation from Merit. But we 
will not fuppofe our Courtier guilty of 
fuch Folly. 

The Count replied, If you take me 
right, I only blamed a Man’s praifing 
himfelf impudently, and without a due 
Regard to the Company: For doubtlets, 
as you obferve, we ought not to conceive 

an ill Opinion of a Man of Merit, who fhall 
commend himfelf with Modefty and Dil- 
cretion, but rather take it for a more cer- 


- from 


tain Evidence, than if it proceeded 


F another’s 
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another’s Mouth. I entirely agree with 
you, that he is a Perfon of great Conduct 
and Difcretion, who in fetting forth his 
own Praife is not guilty of fome Error, 
and raifes no Difguft or Envy in his Hear- 
ers: And befides, the very Praifes he be- 
ftows on himfelf deferve the Commenda- 
tion of others, fince it is fo nice and dif- 
ficult a Tafk to difcharge here with De- 
cency. 


Then anfwer’d Seignior Gafpar. This 
is the Leffon we expeét to learn from you. 
The Count replied, There are not want- 
ing among the Ancients who have already 
taught it. But in my Opinion the whole 
Secret confifts, in faying Things after fuch 
a manner, that they may feem not to be 
fpoken for that End and Purpofe, but that 
they fall in fo apropo, that there is no 
avoiding the Mention of them; that he 
appear backward and unwilling to com- 
mend himfelf, at the fame time that he does 
it in effect; not as thofe fwaggering He- 
roes who, with open Mouth, let their 
Tongue run on without any Thought or 
Confideration. As within thefe few Days 
one of our Acquaintance, being puth’d 
through the Thigh with a Pyke at Pifa, 
pretended he thought it had been a Gnat 
that ftung him. And another faid, that 
he fuffer’d no Looking-elafs in his Cham- 
ber, becaufe in his Rage he was fo terri- 
rible to behold, that he fhould put him- 
felf into a Fright with his own Counte- 
nance. 


This occafion’d a general Laugh: But 
Czefar Gonzaga enquired the Reafon of 
their Laughing, Are you ignorant that 
Alexander the Great, hearing a Philofo- 
pher’s Opinion of an infinite Number of 
Worlds, fell into Tears; and when afk’d 
the Reafon of it, he replied, That he had 
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ne a se génera fafiidio, 0 invidia 
da chi ode, quello é difcretifimo: & 
oltre alle laudi, che effo fi da, ne 
meévita ancor da gli altriy perche é 


ofa difficile affar, 


Allhora i Signor Gafparo. Que- 
fio, diffe, ci havete da infegnar voi. 
Rifpofe it Conte, Fra gli antichi 
Scrittori non & ancoir mancato chi 
Vhabbia infeguato. Ma al pareér 
mio iL tutto confifie im dir le cofe 
di modo, che paia che non fi dicano 
a quel fine, ma che caggian talmen- 
te & propofito, che non fi poffa re- 
fiar di dirle; e fempre moftrando 
Suggir le préprie laudi, dirle pure, 
ma non di quella mautera, che fan- 
no gueftt bravi, che dprono la boc- 
ca, e blafcian venire le parole alla 
ventura. Come pochi di fa, diffe un 
de’ nofiri, che efféndogh &@ Pifa fra- 
to paffato una cofcia con una Picce 
da una banda allaltra, pensd che 
foffe una mofia, che Phavefe punto. 
Et uwaltro diffe, che non teneva 
Specchio in camera; perché quando 
Jt crucciava, diveniva tanto terrt- 
bile nell’afpetto, che veggéndofi ha- 
via fatto troppo gran patra a sé 


fief. 


Rife gui ogwuno: Ma Meffer Cé- 
fare Gonzaga foggiunfe, Di che ris 
dete voi? Non fapete che Alefandro 
Magno fentendo, che opinion d’um 
Fiuldfofo era, che foffino infiniti Mon- 
di, cominciod a piangere ; 5 efféndo- 
gli domandato, perche piangeva, rif- 

Pofes 
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pofe, perché, io non ne ho ancor pre- 
fo un folo, come fe haveffe havuto 
animo di pigharl tutti? Non vi par 
che quefia foffe maggir braverta, che 
th dir della puntura della mofca? 

Diffe allhora it Conte; anco Alef- 
fandro era maggior huomo, che non 
era colui che diffe guella. Ma a 
gli hudmini eccellenti in vero fi ha 
da perdonare, quando prefiimono af- 
fat di sé; perche cht ha da far gran 
cofe, bifogna che habbia ardir di 
farle,  confidéntia di sé flefo, & 
non fia d animo abietto, 0 vile: ma 
s? ben modefio in parole: moftrando 
di prefiumer meno di se fleffo, che non 
fa, pir che quella prefuntione now 
Pui alla temerita. 

Quivi facendo un poco di paufa il 
Conte, diffe ridendo Meffer Bernardo 
Bibiena. Ricdérdomi che dianzi di- 
cefte, che quefto noftro Cortegzano ha- 
veva da effer dotato da natura di 
bella forma di volto, © di per fina, 
con quella gratia che lo faceffe cosi 
amabile. La gratia el volto bellif- 
fimo penfo per certo, che in meé fia; 
& percio imterviene che tante donne, 
guante fapete, ardono dell amor mio: 
wa della forma del corpo fto 10 al- 
quanto dubbiofo, maffimamente per 
guefie mie gambe, che in vere non mt 
paiono cosi atte, com’io vorrei; del 
bufto, & del refto conténtom: pur af- 
fat. bene. “Dichiarate adunque un 
poco pik minutamente quefia forma 
del corpo, quale habbia ella da éffere, 
accid chio poffa levarmi di quefto 
dubbio, § fiar con Panimo ripofato. 

Eifféndoft di quefto rifo alguanto, 
Soggiunfe il Conte; certo quella grd- 
tza del volto fenza mentire, dir fi 
puod effer in voi: né altro esémpio 
adduco, che quefio, per dichiarare 
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not yet conquer’d one, as if his Defign 
was to conquer all? Is not this, think 
you, ‘a greater Inftance of Oftentation, 
than the other of the Stinging of a Gnat? 


And Alexander, replied the Count, was 
a greater Perfon than he that ufed that 
Expreffion: But extraordinary Men are 
indeed to be excufed, when they area lit- 
tle affluming; becaufe whoever engages 
in great Exploits muft be endued with 
Courage and Confidence of himfelf, and 
not be of an abject fheepifh Temper. Ne- 
verthelefs he fhould be modeft in his Dif- 
courfe, making a Shew of taking lefs up- 
on him than he really does; and be care- 
ful that it proceeds not to that degree, as 
to difcover any Rafhnefs or Vanity. 

' Here the Count making fome Paufe, 
M. Bernard Bibiena fmilingly faid. I re- 
member you affirm’d before, that this 
Courtier of ours ought naturally to have a 
beautiful Afpect and Perfon, with fuch a 
graceful Air as may render him amiable, 
As to the Grace and Beauty of Afpect. I 
fee no reafon to think but I have my 
fhare; for which Reafon, as you know, 
fo many Ladies are enamour’d with me: 
But as for the Comelinefs of Perfon I am 
fomewhat in doubt, efpecially on the ac- 
count of my Legs, which are not fo well 
proportion’d to my Buft as I could withs 
but the reft of my Body I am perfectly re- 
conciled to. Therefore explain fomewhat 
more particularly what you mean by this 
Comelinefs of Perfon, that I may be free 
from all Sufpence, and fet my Heart at 
reft. 

When they had fpent fome time in 
laughing at this, the Count replied; Cer 
tainly a comely Face may, without Com- 
plement, be allow’d you: nor would I al- 


ledge any other Pattern to explain my 
F 2 Meaning 
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Meaning in this Particular: For undoubt- 
edly your Countenance is moftagreeable 
and pleafant in the Eyes of all Spectators 
though the Proportion and Features of it 
are not fo very delicate, yet 1s it very 
manly and graceful. And there are Coun- 
tenances of different Shapes which lay 
Claim to this Quality. 

Such a Countenance is what I would 
have our Courtier adorn’d with, and not 
with one fo foft and effeminate as many en- 
deavour after, who do not only curl their 
Hair and tweeze their Eyebrows, but fet 
themfelves off in all refpects with that fi- 
ical Nicenefs as do the moft wanton and 

immodeft Women in the World: And in 
their Gate, Pofture, and every Gefture 
and Motion, they appear fo tender and 
languid, as if their Limbs were disjointed 
the one from the other: And they pro- 
nounce every Sentence with that foft and 
languifhing Air, as if they were upon the 
point of expiring: And the more they 
converfe with Perfons of Quality and Di- 
{tinction, the more-are they addicted to 
thefe ridiculous Fooleries. 


Thefe Perfons, fince they are not Fe- 
males by Nature, which they feem to with 
for, ought not to be rank’d among the 
Number of good. Women; but like com- 
mon Proftitutes, fhould not only be ba- 
nifh’d the Courts of Princes, but be de- 
barr’d from all genteel.and civil Conver- 
fation. 

To return therefore to our Defcription 
of the Perfon; I fay, itis fufficient for him 
if he be neither of too large or too fmall a 
Size: ‘For both Extremes. are attended 
with Inconveniencies, and are beheld al- 
moft with as much Surprize as Montters: 
Yet if there bea Neceffity of running in- 
to either Extreme, it will be lefs inconve- 
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che cofa ella fia, che fenza diubbio 
veggramo il voftro afpetto effer gra- 
tiffims, e piacer ad OLW UND, AVENZ A, 
che 2 liniamenti deffo no stano mol- 
to delicati, ma tiene del virile, 
pur é gratiofo. E trévafi quefla qua- 
“itd in molte 5 diverfe firme di 
volte. 


Li di tal forte voglio io che fra 
Pafpetto del nofiro Cortegiano, non 
cost molle, © feninile, come fi sfor- 
ano da haver molti, che non folamen- 
te fi créfpano t capeghi, 5 fi pélano 
be cigha, ma fi firt{iiano con tutti 
que modt, che faccian le pin lafctve 
e difbonefie fémine del mondo: & 
pare che nell’andare, nello flare, 
zm ogni altro lor’atto stano tanto té- 
nert, 5 languidi, che.le membra si- 
ano per flaccarfi loro Puno dall’altro: 
© proninutiano guelle parole cos) af- 
Jlitte, che in quel punto par che lo 
Sprrito loro finifta; © quanto pit 
Jt trévano con hubmini di Lrado, tan- 
to piu tifano tai términi. 


Queftt, poi che la natura (com éffi 
mofirano defiderare di parére, &§ éf- 
Sere) non gli ha fatti femine, dove- 


rébbono non come buone fémine éffere 


ftimati, ma come publiche meretrici, 


non folamente delle corti di gron Si- 
Sort, ma del confortio de gli hudmiz 
nt nébili effer cacciats. 

Vegnendo adungue alla qualita del. 
la perfona, dico bafiar ch’ella non fla 
eftrema im piccolezza, ne in £ran- 
dezza, perchée, e Luna, el altra di 
quefte conditioni; porta [eco unacerta 
difpettofa maravigha: & fono eli 
hudmint dt tal forte mirati quale di 
quel modo che ft mirano Le cofe mon- 


firuofe : 





















































Pruofe: benche bavendo da peccare 
nelluna delle due efiremita men 
male 6 Leffler um poco dimin 4t0, che 
ecceder la ragionevol mifura in gran- 
de zZa ; perche gli huémint casi va- 
fii di corpo, oltra che molte volte dt 
attufo ingegno i! vano, Sono ancor 
inhabils ad ogni effercitio di agilita: 
la qual cofa 20 te affai nel Cor= 
tegiano. 


Et percid voglio.chegls fia dt. buo- 


gt 
na difpofiiion ey © de mem sbri be wy for- 
mato, mofirt fora, 9 legguere CZBAs 
& difcroltu ra, s fappi bia di tutti gli 


efercttit di perfina, che ad huomo 
di guerra sapparténgono: © dz. que- 
fio penfo il primo dover "effere ma 
neggiar ben ogni forte d’arme a pie 
os 6 a cavallo, Scondfcere t van- 

taggi, che in effe fon, S mafima- 
mente haver notitia di guell’arme, 
che sufino ordinariamente tra gen- 
ti hudmini, perche, oltre all’ope- 
varle alla guerra, dove forfe non fo- 
no neceffarie tante fottzlita, inter- 
vengono Speff differéutie tra un gen- 
til buomo €8 Laltro, onde poi nafee 
il combattere, ©5 molte volte con 
guell’ arme; ¢ che in quel punto fi trud- 
VAn0 a canto. Pero il faperne  co- 
fa fecurifima, Ne fowio gid di 
guet che décono, che allbora Parte 
fe fcorda nel bifagne perche cer- 
tamente cht  perde I ‘arte im quel tem- 
po, da fegno, che prima ha perduto, - 
=) cuore, elcervello di paura. 


Efiimo ancora, che fia di momento 
effaz il faper lottare, perc he quel? 
accompagna molto tutte La rime a 1a 
pied. Appreffo bifogua, che, © per 
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nient to fall fhort in. Size, than to ¢ 
above the common Standard. For Men 
of prodigious Bulk, befide that they are 
ufually of duller Parts, are more unfit for 
any Feats of Activity, which we defire 
our Courtier to be expert. in. 


I would therefore have him well fhap’d, 
and his Limbs form’d with juft Propor- 
tion, and that he fhew himfelf ftrong; 
nimble, and lively, and be a Mafter in 
all thofe bodily Exercifes which belong to 
a Perfon train’d to Arms: And here J e= 
{teem it-the-principal Point, to manage 
well all forts of Weapons that are ufed on 
Foot or Horfeback, and:to underftand 
how to take all Advantages; and efpeci- 
ally that he be well inftructed in thofe 
Arms which are commonly ufed among 
Gentlemen: For; befide the Occafion he 
may have for them in War, where per- 
haps a leffer Degree of Exactnefs is re- 
quired, there often. happen Mifunder- 


-{tandings among-Gentlemen, which draw 


on a Challenge, and that frequently 
with the Weapon they have at hand. Up- 
on which account it will be fafeft to have 
a competent Skill and Knowledge of:it. 
I am not of their Opinion who think 
this Skill will be of: little Service to him 

tthe time of Tryal, and that he will.then 
forget. it; for whoever at fuch a critical 
Jun@ure lofes his’ Skill,. difcovers, that 
his Fear had before robb’d him of his 
Courage and Prefence of Mind.. 


I think alfo it will be of much Advan- 
tage to him to be expert in Wreftling, be- 
caufe that generally accom p< unies all En- 
It is farther ufeful, 


cascements on Foot, 
Qo Oo 
that 
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33 The COURTIER. 


that by his own Obfervation, and the 
Help of his Friends, he be informed of 
the Differences that may arife, and guard 
againft them to Advantage, difcovering 
in every Inftance both Courage and Dif- 
cretion: Nor let him rafhly engage in 
thefe Combats, but when it is neceffary 
to defend his Reputation; for befide the 
Hazard he runs in fuch uncertain Tryals, 
he that goes headlong into them, without 
evident Reafon, is juftly liable to Blame, 
although he come off with Succefs. 

But when he perceives himfelf fo far 
engag’d, that there is no retreating with- 
out Reproach, he muft, both in his Pre- 
paration for the Combat, and alfo in the 
Combat itfelf, aét with Refolution, and 
fhew both Readinefs and Courage: and 
not, as fome do, difpute about mere 
Niceties and Punétilio’s, and having the 
Choice of their Weapon, take fuchas have 
neither Edge nor Point; and fo entrench 
themfelves in Armour, as if they were to 
go againft the Mouth of a Canon; and e- 
{teeming it a Conqueft not to be van- 
quifh’d ftand always upon their Defence, 
and give Ground, infomuch that they dif- 
cover a wretched Cowardice, and expofe 
themfelves to the Scorn of the very Chil- 
dren: As thofe two of Ancona that fome 
time fince fought a Duel in Perugia, to 
the great Derifion of the Spectators. 

And what were they? faid Seignior 
Gafpar Pallavicin. Czefar replied, Two 
Coufin Germans. ‘The Count replied ; 
one would have fuppofed them in the 
Combat to have been natural Brothers. 
Then he proceeded; There is alfo fre- 
quent Occafion of exercifing Arms in Time 
of Peace; and Gentlemen in publick Spe- 
Ctacles are feen in the Prefence of the Peo- 
ple, the Ladies, and the Nobles. 


Therefore 


sé, © per gli amici intenda le ques 
rele, © differéutie, che péffono oc- 
correre, & fia averrito ne 1 vantaggi, 
in tutto moftrando fempre & duimo, 
© prudéntia: née fia facile a gueftt 
combattimenti, fe non quanto per l’- 
honor foffe sforzato; che, oltre al 
&ran pertcolo che la dubbiofa forte 
Seco porta, chi in tali cofe precipito- 
Jamente, 5 fenza urgente caufa in- 
corre, mérita grandiffimo biafimo, 
avenga che ben gli fucceda. 


Ma quando fi trona Phuomo effer’ 
éutrato tanto avanti, che fenza carico 
non ft poffa ritrarre; dee, & nelle 
cofe che occérrono prima del com- 
battere, & nel combattere effer deli- 
beratiffimo, & mofirar fempre pron- 
texza, © cuore: non far come 
alcunt, che paffano la cofa in dif- 
pute, 9S punti: & havendo la elet. 
tion dell’arme, pigliano arme, che 
non taghano née pingono, 6 fi ar- 
mano, come shavéffero ad afpettar 
le cannonate: & parendo lor baftare 
zl non effer vinti, flanno fempre in 
ful difenderfi, © ritirarfi, tanto, 
che moftrano eftrema vilta ; onde 
faunoft far la baia da fanciulli. Co- 
me que’ dui Anconitant, che poco fa 
combattérono a Perugia, & fécero 
ridere chi gli vidde. 


Lt quali furon quefti, diffe il Si- 
guor Gafpar Pallavicino? Rifpofe 
Meffer Cefare, due fratelli confe- 
brint. Diffe allhora il Conte; al 
combattere parvero fratelli carnali: 
pot foggiunfe. Addpranfi ancor L ar- 
me [peffo in tempo di pace in diverft 
effercttii: e véggonfi 2 gentil’ hudmi- 
ni ne i fpettacol publici alla pre- 
Séntia de’ popoli, di donne, e di gran 
S7gu0r?, 

Pero 








Pero voglio, che it noftro Corte- 
giano fia perfetto Cavalier dogut 
fella: & oltre alVhaver cognitione 
di cavalli, &5 di cto che al cavalcar 
sappartiene, ponga ogut ftidio © dt- 
ligéntia di paffare im ogni cofa un 
poco pint avanti, che gli altri; dt 
modo, che fempre tra tutti fia per 
eccellente conofiiuto. Lt come fi legge 
ad’ Alcibiade, che fupero tutte le na- 
tiont, appreffo alle qual eght viffe, 
& ciafcuna in quello che pin era fuo 
proprio: cosi guefio nofiro avanzt 
gli altri, & czafcuno in quello, di che 
pit fa profeffione. 

Et perché de gli Italiani é pecu- 
liar laude il cavalcare bene alla bri- 
da, il maneggiar con ragione, mafft- 
mamente cavallt afpri, iLcérrer lan- 
cie, €il gioftrare;, fia im guefto de’ 
meglior Valea Nel torneare, te- 
ner un paffo, combattere una sbarra, 
fia buono tra zt meglior Fraucefi. 
Nel givocare a@ canne, correr tori, 
lanciar hafte,  dardi, fia tratSpa- 
gnuols eccellente: Ma fopra tutto ac- 
compagni ogni fuo movimento con un 
certo buon giudicio © gratia, fe vuo- 
le meritar quell univerfal favore, 
che tanto sapprezza. 


Sono ancéra molti efferctti, 2 qua- 
Li benche non depéndono dirittamen- 
te dalle arme, pir con effe hanno 
molto conveniéntia, e téngono affat 
duna_firenuita virile: E tra que- 
fiz parmi la caccia effere de princi- 
pati, perché ha una certa fimiliti- 
dine di guerra, & é veramente piacer 
da gran Signort, ‘5 conveniente ad 
huom di Corte: © compréndefi’, ‘che 
ancor tra gli anticht era in molta 
confuetidine. 
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Therefore I would have our Courtier a 
perfect Horfeman for every Saddle. And 
befide his Knowledge of Horfes, and 
whatever belongs to a Cavalier, let him 
with all his Study and Diligence endeavour 
in every thing to furpafs the reft of Man- 
kind, that he may be diftinguifh’d by all 
for a Perfon of uncommon Excellencies. 
As itis reported of Alcibiades, that he 
excell’d all Nations where-ever he came, 
and every Man in that for which he was 
moft eminent: So fhould this our Cour- 
tier other Men, and every Man in his 
own Profeffion, 


And fince it is the peculiar Commenda- 
tion of us Italians to excel in Riding, to 
manage with Dexterity the fierceft Horfes, 
to run at the Ring, and be expert in 
Tilting, let him in this be reckon’d among 
the moft eminent Italians: In keeping his 
Station at Tournament, and in fighting 
at Barriers, let him equal the moft {kil- 
ful Frenchman: In Cudgel-playing, fight- 
ing the wild Bull, and cafting of Spears 
and Darts, let him excel the moft expert 


‘Spaniards: But principally let all his Mo- 


tions be guided by Difcretion, and fet off 
with a graceful Air, if he would gain 
that univerfal Efteem which is of fo great 
Value. 

There are alfo many other Exercifes, 
which tho’ they depend not altogether 
upon Arms, yet they have fome Relation 
and Agreement with them, and require 
much Courage and Activity: Amon 
which Hunting feems to me one of the 
chief. For it hath a certain Refemblance 
to War, and is a Diverfion fit for great 
Men, and for one living in a Court: and 
we find it has been held in Reputation, 
and much ufed in former Times. 
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It is likewife convenient for him that 
he underftand how to fwim, to leap, to 
run, orto cafta Stone: For, befide the 
Benefit he may reap from it in the Army, 


Conveniente ¢ ancor faper nuotare, 
faltare, correre, gittar pietre: pers- 
che oltre alla utilita, che di quefto f¢ 
puo baver alla guerra, molte volte 


hewill often have occafion of giving Proof occorre far prova di sé in tai cofe, 


of his Skill in thefe Things, by which he 
may gain Applaufe, efpecially among the 
Multitude; to whom it is neceffary that 
Addreffes be fometimes made. 

? Tis likewife a noble Exercife, and ve- 
ry fuitable to a Courtier to play at Ten- 
nis, where the Difpofition of the Body, 
the Quicknefs and Dexterity of every 
Limb is very vifible, and whatever elfe is 
to be obferved in any other Exercife. 


Nor does vaulting on Horfe-back de- 
ferve lefs Commendation; which, not- 
withftanding it is difficult and painful, 
renders a Man more active and pliant than 
any other: And befide the Advantage he 
will reap from it, if that Nimblenefs be 
recommended with a good Grace, it 
makes, in my Opinion, a better Figure 
than all the reft. 

If our Courtier therefore be well in- 
{tructed in thefe Exercifes, he need not 
I think concern himfelf with others: fuch 
as ‘Tumbling, Rope-dancing, and fuch 
ike Mountebank Tricks, which are not 
fo proper for a Gentleman. But becaufe 
we cannot always endure the being en- 
gaged in fuch laborious Exercifes, befide 
that the frequent Repetition of them gives 
Satiety, and leffens the Admiration which 
People ufually have for what appears but 
feldom, we muft endeavour to checquer 
Life with Variety of other Recreations. 


I would therefore have our Courtier of- 
ten defcend to Diverfions that are more 
eafy and pleafant: And that he may avoid 
vy, let him converfe with all with 

Chearfulnefs 


onde fracquifia buona ftimatione, maf~ 
JSimamente nella moltitidine, con la- 
quale bifogna pur che ’huom 8 accé- 
modt. 


Ce 


Ancor nbvile efercttio, & conveni- 
entiffimo ad huom di Corte é il giuéco 
di palla, nel quale molto fi vede la 
difpofition del corpo, § la preftezZa, 
© difcioltura d’ogui membro, e tutto 
quello, che quafi in ogui altro effer- 
citio fi vede. 

Ne di minor laude eftimo il vol- 
teggiar a cavallo; tl quale benche fia 
faticofo S difftcile, fa V huomo leggie- 
viffimo, & defiro pid che alcuwaltra 
cofa: 5 oltre alla utilita, fe quella 
leggiereza € accompagnata di buona 
&ratia, fa (al parer mio) pin bel 

Spettacolo, che alcun de gli altri. 


Evfendo adunque il noftve Cortegia- 
mo in queftt efercttit pik che medio- 
cremence efperto, penfo che debba 
lafttar gli altri da canto: come vol- 
teggizar in terra, andar in [a la cor- 
da, © tai cofe, che quafi hanno del 
giocolare, & poco fone a gentil’huomo 
convententt. Ma perche fempre non 
ft pu verfar tra quefti cos? faticofe 
operationi, oltra che ancor laffidui- 
ta fatia molto, & leva guella ammi- 
vatione, che fi piglia delle cofe rare, 
bifogna fempre variar con diverfe 

ttiont la vita noftra. 

Perd voglio che’l Cortegiano de- 
fcenda qualche volta a pint ripofati, 
placid: effercitsi: © per fehifar 
la invidia, e per intertenérfi piate- 


v9) lane nae # 
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volmente con ogw uno, faccia tutto 
guello, che gli altri fanno, non sal- 
boutanando pero maz da laudévoli at- 
ti;  governandofi con quel buon 

sudicio, che non lo Lafct incérrere in 
alcuna fitocchezza: ma rida, {cher- 
zi, motteggi, balli, § danzi; nien- 
tedimeno con tal maniéra, che fem- 
pre mofiri effer ingegnofo difcreto, 
© zu ogni cofa che faccia, 0 dica, fra 
agratiato. 


Certo diffe allhor Meffir Cefare 
Gonzaga, non ft douria gia impedir 
zl corfo di quefto ragionamento: ma 
fe 10 taceffi, nou fatisfarei alla li- 
berta, ch’i0 ho di parlare, née al de. 
jidério di faper una cofa: © stami 
perdonato, sito havendo @ contradi 
ve, dimandero: perché quefto credo 
che mi fia lécito per efempio del no- 
firo Meffer Bernardo, il gual per 
troppa voglia deffer tenuto bell’ huo- 
m0, ha contrafatte alle leggi del 
nofiro gioco, domaudando, 8 non 
contradicendo. Vedete, diffe allho- 
va la Signora Ducheffa, come da un 
error folo molti ne procédouo. Perd 
chi falla, da mal esémpio, come 
Meffér Bernards, non folamente mé- 
vita effer punito del fuo fallo; ma 
anco deli’ altrui. 


Rifpofe allhora Meffer Cefare. 
Dungue 10 Signora fard efempto di 
pena, havendo Meffer Bernardo ad 
effer punito del fuo, 5 del mio erro- 
re. Anzt, diffe la Signora Duchef- 
f4, tutti dit dovete haver déppio 
caftzgo, effo del fuo fallo, & dello 
haver indutto voi a fallire; voi del 
wofiro fallo, § dello haver imitato 
chi falliva. 


S7gn0r a, 
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Chearfulnefs and Familiarity, and not de-. 


cline fuch Amufements as others engage 
in; provided he refufe not at any timea 
commendable Action, and govern him- 
felf with fo much Judgment, as not to be 
guilty of what would make him ridicu- 
lous. Let him laugh, joke, and dance, 
but always in fuch a manner as fhall dif 
cover both his Wit and his Difcretion, 
and let his Converfation and A@ions be 


- attended with a certain Grace and Dig- 


nity. 

asat faid Signior Ceefar Gonzaga, 
I ought by no means to interrupt the 
Thread of your Difcourfe: But thould I 
be filent, I fhould neither fatisfy the Li- 
berty indulged me of Speaking, nor the 

efire I have to be better informed in one 
Particular. .And pardon me, if when I 
ought to contradict, I propofe what I have 
to fay by way of Queftion: Which I fup- 
pofe I may lawfully do after the Example 
of Mr. Bernard, who too much affecting 
the Reputation of good Nature, hath 
broke in upon the Laws of our Diverfion 
in afking Queftions, and not contradiét- 
ing. Pray obferve, faid the Duchefs, how 
one Error is the Occafion of many others. 
Therefore whoever tranfgrefles, and fets 
an ill Example, as Mr. Bernard hath done, 
deferves Punifhment, not only for his own 
Offence, but for that of others too. 

Then Signior Czfar anfwered, I ought 
to efcape Punifhment, fince Mr. Bernard 
is to be punith’d for his own Offence and 
mine alfo. Nay, replied the Duchefs, 
you both deferve double Punifhment: He 
for his Offence, and for giving Occafion 
to you to commit the fame; and you for 
your Offence, and for making him a Pre- 
cedent for it. 


G I have 
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I have not yet offended, Madam, an- 
{wer’d Signior Czfar; therefore, becaufe 
I will let the whole Punifhment fall upon 
Mr. Bernard, I will proceed no farther. 
And he keeping Silence, the Lady Emi- 
lia faid, you may fpeak what you are in- 
clined to, for by the Duchefs’s Leave I 
pardon this Fault, and whofoever fhall be 
guilty of fo {mall an Offence. 


Then faid the Duchefs, you have my 
Confent for it: But take care you do not 
deceive your felf, in endeavouring to gain 
Reputation from Mercy rather than Ju- 
ftice: For by too great a Lenity to Offen- 
ders, you are injurious to thofe that are 
innocent: Yet would I not have my 
Severity, in taxing your Indulgence, at 
this time deprive us of the Pleafure of 
hearing the Lord Ceefar’s Queftion. Then 
he, upon the Signal given by the Duchefs 
and the Lady Emilia, immediately pro- 
ceeded. 

I think, Count Lewis, if I remember 
rightly, you have this Night frequently af- 
ferted, that the Courtier ought to fet off 
all his Actions, Geftures, and Habits, and 
every Motion withaGrace: And this you 
feem to apply asa Sawce for every thing, 
without which all his other Virtues and 
Qualifications would be of {mall Account. 
AndIam verily perfuaded that every Man 
would foon be convinced thereof, for by 
Virtue of the Expreffion we may affirm, 
that whofoever hath Grace is gracious, 
But becaufe you have often aflerted that 
it is the Gift of Nature and the Heavens; 
and again, that where it is not fo perfect, 
it may with Study and Application be 
made more fo; they who are fo happy as 
to come into the World endow’d with 
fuch a Treafure, as we obferve of fome, 
have, I think, little need of any other In- 


ftructor, 
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Signora,rifpofeMeféer Cefare, io fin 
qui non ho fallito: pero, per lafciar 
tutta guefia punitione a Meffer Ber- 
nardo folo, tacerémmi: 5 gid fi ta- 
ceva, quando la Signora Emilia rio 
dendo, Dite cid che vi piace, rifpofes 
che (con licéutia perd della Signora 
Duchefja) 10 perdono a chi ha falli- 
to, © a chi fallird in cosi picciob 
fallo. 

Soggzunfe la Signora Ducheffz. Io 
fou contenta: ma habbiate cura che 
nonv iganntate, penfando forfe meri- 
tar pid con Lefer clemente, che con 
Lefer ginfla; perche perdonando 
troppo a chi falla, fi fa ingitria a 
chi non falla, par now voglho che la 
mia aufiertta, per hora, accu fando 
la indulgéutia vofira, fia cadufa, che 
not perdiamo d’udir quefla domanda 
dt Meffér Cefare: cosi effo, efféndo- 
gli fatto fegno dalla SignoraDuchef- 
fa, & dalla Signora Emilia, fibite 
atffe. 

Se ben tengo a membria, parmi Si- 
guor Conte, che vot guefia fera pin 
volte habbiate replicato, chet Corte- 
giano ha d’accompaguar Voperations 
fue, 1 gefit, gli habiti, in fomma ogni 
Juo movimento con la gratia: © que- 
jio mi par che mettiate per un condi- 
mento aognicofa, fenza il quale tut- 
te Laltre proprieta, © buone condi- 
tiont stano di poco valore. Et vera- 
mente credo 10, che ogw'un facilmente 
in cio fi lafciarebbe perfuadére, per- 
ché per la forza del vocabulo fi puod 
dire, che chiha gratia, quello é gra- 
to. Ma perche vot dicefle guefta 
Spelfe volte effer dono della natura, 
 dezcielt: © ancor, quando non é 
cosi perfetto, poter ft con fiudio, & 
fatica far molto maggiore, quegle 
che nafcono cosi aventurofi, © tanto 

ricché 
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ricchi di tal theforo; come alcunz che 
veggiamo; a me par che in cto hao- 
biano poco bifogno adaltro maefiro, 
perché quel benigno favor del ctelo 
guafi al fio difpetto li guida piu alto 
che effi non destderano,  fagli non 
Solamente grati, ma ammirabili a 
tutto il mondo. ‘Pero di quefio non 
vagiono, non effendo in poter nofire, 
per noi medéfimi Vacquiftarlo. 

Ma quegli, che da natura hanno 
tanto folamente, che fon atti a poter 
effere aggratiati, aggiungéndovi fa- 
tica, indiftria, © ftudio, desidero 10 
di faper con qual’arte, con gual dt- 
fciplina, con qual modo poffano ac- 
guiftar quefta gratia cosi ne gh ef- 
fercttii del corpo, ne i quali vot eftt- 
mate che fia tanto necefjaria, come 
ancor in ogni altra cofa, che fi fac- 
cia, 0 dica. Perd fecondo che col 
laudarci molto quefia qualita, & tut- 
ti havete, credo, generato una arden- 
te fete di confeguirla, per lo carico 
della Signora Emilia impoftovi: fete, 
ancor con bo infegnarct obligato ad 
eftinguer la. 


Obligato i0 non fino, diffe 11 Conte, 


ad infegnarvi 2 diventar aggratiatt, 
ne altro, ma folamente a dimoftrarvt 
gual habbia ad éffere un perfetto Cor- 
tegiano. Ne 10 gia pigharet impre- 
fa di infegnarvi quefta perfettione, 
mafimamente havendo, poco fa, detto 
che i Cortegiano habbia da faper 
lottare, & volteggiare, © tant'altre 
cofe, lequali come io fapeffi infegnar- 
vi, non le bavendo mai tmparate, sod 
che tutte lo conofcete: bafla che fi 
come un buon foldato fa dire al fab- 
bro di che foggia, © garbo, © bonta 
hanno ad éffere. Parme, ne pero gh 
fa infegnar a farle, ne come le mar- 
telli, 0tempri;, cosz 20 forfe vt fapro 


air 
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ftructor, becaufe the bountiful Indulgence 
of Heaven doth, as it were in fpite of 
them, raife them above their own Withes 
and Defires, and renders them not only 
belov’d, but admired by all the World: 
Therefore I infift not on this, becaufe the 
obtaining of it lies not within the Com- 
pafs of our own Power. 


But fuch on whom Nature has beftow- 
ed only fo much as makes it eafy for them, 
by Labour, Application, and Diligence, 
to improve upon it, I would willingly 
know by what Art, with what Difcipline, 
and by what Means they may acquire this 
Gracefulnefs, as well in the Exercifes of 
the Body, where you feem to think it fo 
neceflary, as in all their other Actions and 
Converfation. Since therefore, by your 
commending this Quality, purfuant to 
the Charge given you by the Lady Emi- 
lia, you have, I believe, excited in all of 
us a Thirft to obtain it, fo are you ob- 
liged by your Inftructions to extinguifh 
If. 


Obliged I am not, replied the Count, 
to teach you the Method of obtaining this 
Grace, orany thing elfe, but onlyto point 
out to you what Qualifications are requi- 
fite to an accomplifh’d Courtier: Nor 
will Itake upon me to teach you this Per- 
fection, fince I likewife have already af- 
firm’d, that a Courtier ought to under- 
ftand Wreftling, Vaulting, and fo forth; 
which, having, as you all know, never 
learned my felf, how fhould I be able 
to teach others? ’Tis fufficient, that as 
a good Soldier can explain his Mind to 
a Mechanick, what Fafhion, Temper and 
Goodnefs he would have his Armour of, 
notwithftanding he is unable to direct 
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him how to frame, hammer, or temper 
it; fo perhaps I may be capable of thew- 
ing you what a perfeé&t Courtier ought to 
be, but not to give Dire@tions how he 
fhould become one. 

Neverthelefs to gratify your Requett, 
as far as I am able, although it be almoft 
a Proverb that Grace is not to be learn’d, 
I fay, that whoever defires to appear 
graceful, or to have a good Grace in the 
Exercifes of the Body, .(prefuppofing him 
no ways unqualified by Nature) ought to 
begin betimes, and to learn his Principles 
from the beft Mafters: Which Method, 
how neceflary King Philip of Macedon 
thought it, may be conjeCtured, in that he 
was defirous fo famous a Philofopher as 
Ariftotle, perhaps the greateft the World 
ever produced, fhould be Tutor to his 
Son in the Rudiments of Learning, 


Andamong the Moderns, obferve with 
how good a Grace Signior Galliazzo Sanfe- 
verino, Mafter of the Harfe to the French 
King, performs all the Exercifes of the 
Body; and that becaufe, befide that A- 
greeablenefs of Perfon which he has from 
Nature, he has applied himfelf with the 
utmoft Diligence to learn of the beft Ma- 
fters, and to have continually excellent 
Menabout him, and of every one to make 
Choice of thofe who were moft eminent 


dir qual habbia ad eller’ un perfetto 
Cortegiano, ma non infegnarvt, come 
habbiate d fare per divenirne. 


Pur, per fatisfare ancéra quanto 
€ in poter mio, alla domanda Vofira, 
benche @ fia quali in proveérbio, che 
la gratia, non Simpari; dico, che chi 
ba da effer aggratiato ne gli efferct- 
‘it corporali, prefupponendo prima 
che da natura non fia inhabile, dee 
cominciir per tempos Mp av art 
Principia da Ottimt maeftris My gual 
C4 quanto pareffe a Filippo Re dé 
Macedonia importante , St puo com- 
préndere, havendo volute che 4riffa- 
tile tanto famo/fo filofofo, & forfe il 
magior, che fia flato al mondo Mat, 
Joffe guello, che infegnalfe 2 primi e. 
Lementi delle léttere ad Aleffandro fito 
Jiglivolo, 

Lit de gh hudmini che noi hoggid? 
conofcemo, confiderate come bene & 
assratiatamente fa il Signor Galeaz- 
x0 San Severino, gran Scudiéro dj 
Francia tutti gli efercttii del corpo s 
S queftlo, perche oltre alla natirgl 
difpofitione, ch’egli tiene dellg per for 
ua, ba pofto ogni fiudio @’imparare 
da buont maefiri, & haver /empre 


ie 


Preffo di sé huémini eccellenti, 6 da 
ognun pighar il meglio di cid che 


in their particular Art. For as in Wreft. /eévano: che Jt come det lottare, 


ling, Vaulting, and learning to manage 
feveral forts of Arms, he chofe Mr, Peter 
Mount for his Tutor, who is the true and 


voltegczare, maneggiar molte forti 
darmt ha tenuto per guid 


ta 1b nofira 


Meffer Pietro Monte, il gual (come 


° ‘aa . . 1, ‘J A ; Tior C2 
only Matter in all the Arts of Activity and fapete) é it vero, & Solo macfire 


Courage: So in Riding, Tournaments, 
and every other Exercife, He hath always 
copied from thofe who moft excell’d jn 
fuch Profeffions. 


dog artificiofa forza, & leggere zr 
2a: cosi del cavalcare, giofirare &§ 
qual fi.voglia altra cofa, ha Sempre 
havuto inanzi a gl occhi i pia perfet- 


tt, che in quelle profeffioni séano fiati 
conofciiute. 


Chi 








































Chi adunqgue.vorra éffere buon di- 
feepulo, oltre al far le cofe buone, fem- 
pre ba da metter ogui diligéntia ais 
affimigharfi al maefiro, & “fe poffibil 
foie, trasfor mar fe on lui. Et guan- 
do gia fi fente haver fatto propitto, 

ova molto veder diver fi Se ie j pp 
Dy pro effione: 6) governe naofi cow 
guel bou giudzcio, che fempre a ha 
da effer guida, andar fee gliendo hor 
da un, hor da un'altro varie cofe. 


E\ come la pecchia. ue: verdi prati 
Sempre tra Pherbe va car pendo Z jio- 
vi; cosi il nofira Cortegiano havera 
da rubare quefta er atia ‘da guei, che 
a lui parera che la. te éngh bind, da 
ciafcun qguellz parte, che pit fara 
laudévole : &. non far, come uw ami- 
co nofiro, che vot tuttz conofcete, 
che fi penfava effer molto simile al 
Ré Ferraudo minore d Aragéna, née 
in altro havéa pofto cura d’imitarla, 
che nello fpeffo alzar tl capo, torZzen- 
da una parte della bocca, th qual co- 
ftume ib Re panes contratto cos? da 
sufirmita. f di-quefit molts fi vitro- 
vano, che pénfano far affat, pur che 
fran similt ad un’ grand:huomo in 


qualche cofa, 5 fpelfo fi appigliano a 
guella, che tn colus é fola vitiofa. 


Ma havendo io gia pit volte pen- 
[ato meco onde nafca quefia gratia, 
lafciando quegli, che da be ftelle Phan- 
10, trovo unarégola univer falifima : 
i" gual mi par ‘valer circa guefto ww 

utte le cofe humane, che ft facctano, 
0 dicano pit che alcuwaltra: Et cio 
é_ fuggir quanto pit fi puly © come 
pe a/Per aie &F per icolofo , [c ogl lio 

la affettatione: & per dir forfé una 
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He therefore that would approve: hime 
felf a good Scholar, befide the Practice 
of what is good, muft endeavour with all 
his Application to refemble his Matter, and 
if poflible to be changed into him. And 
when he thinks he ie made fome Pro- 
erefs, itis of great Advantage to him to 
make his Obfervations on feveral of that 
Profeflion, and governing himfelf with 
that good Judgment, which fhould always 
be his Guide, endeavour to chufe fome- 
times from one, fometimes from another; 
their different Beauties and Perfections. 
As the Bee neglects the Grafs. fhe flies 
over.in the verdant Paftures, and makes 
Choice of the blooming Flowers; fo 
fhould our Courtier borrow his Graces 
from thofe who are moft eminent for 


them, and from every one what appears - 


moft worthy of Commendation: And not 
as a Friend of ours, whom I need not 


mention, who fancied himfelf like Ferdi-- 


nand the younger of Arragon, tho’ re- 
gardléfs of refembling him in any thing 
elfe, but the frequent toffing his Head, 
and {cruing one fide of his Mouth, which 
was a Habit the King had contracted 
through Infirmity: And many there are 


who think they have gain’d:a confidera-- 
ble Point, if they can but copy after ax 
ereat Man in fomething, though that Par-- 


ticular be perhaps the moft difagreeable 
Part of his Character. 

Upon frequent confidéring with my 
felf whence this Gracefulnefs arifes (o- 


mitting thofe who have it from Nature) 


one general Rule, appears to me fu- 
perior to all others, in relation to the 


Words or Actions of Men; which is, to » 


avoid as much’ as poffible, as a Rock 
; ; Ay wat Ce PO 
on-which there is great Danger of {plit- 


ting, too much Affectation. . ‘And: if ie. Ay 
be ; 




















































46 
be allow’d a new Expreffion, to difcover 
in every thing a certain Negligence, to 
conceal his Art withal, and to appear that 
whatfoever he faith or doth comes from 
him naturally and eafily, and as it were 
without attending to it. 

And to this I am perfuaded this Grace- 
fulnefs is in a great meafure owing, for e- 
very one is fenfible of the great Difficulty 
there is in whatfoever is curious and ele- 
gant, and therefore a Readinefs and Fafi- 
nefs in it never fails to pleafe and fur- 
prize. On the other hand, when any 
thing is ftrain’d or forced, and as it were 
brought in by Head and Shoulders, it be- 
comes very difagreeable, and tho’ great in 
its own Nature, it by that means lofes its 
Value and Efteem: That therefore is the 
Perfection of Art, to manage fo as to 
make no Appearance of it; nor is Dili- 
fence any where better applied than in 
the concealing of it: for in cafe it be dif. 
covered, the Artis neglected, and the Per- 
fon, that ufes it, defpifed. And I remem- 
ber my felf to have fomewhere read, that 
there were formerly very excellent Orators, 
who, among their other Studies, endea- 
vour’d to perfuade Mankind that they 
were ignorant of Letters, and concealing 
their Skill, pretended their Orations were 
fram’d with the utmoft Simplicity, and 
rather as Truth and Nature directed, than 
Art and Study ; which if it had been feen 
through, would have made the People 

jealous that there was an Endeavour to im~ 

pole upon them: Whence you may per- 
ceive, that to make a Shew of Art and 
elaborate Study, very much leffens the 

Grace of any Performance. 

Which of you can forbear {miling, when 
Mr. Peter Paul dances after his Manner, 
with fuch odd Capers and {tiff extended 
Legs 
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Simp liciffimamente, 


alla foggia Sua, con quei faltetti, 








nuova parola, ufar in ogni cofa una 
certa fprezzatura, che nafconda P- 
arte, ‘8 dimoftri cid, che fi fa, % 
dice, venir fatto fenza fatica, '8 
quafi fenza penfarvi. 


‘Da quefto credo io che derivi affat 
la gratia, perché delle cofe rare, & 
ben fatte ogn’un fa la dificulta; onde 
tn effala facilita genera grandtfima 
maravigha. Et per lo contrario, lo 
sforzare, © (come fi dice) tirar per 
2 capegli, da fomma difgratia, fa 
cftimar poco ogni cofa, per grande, 
che ella fi fia. Pero fi puo dir guel- 
la effer vera arte, che non appare ef- 
Jer arte; ne pit in altro fi ha da 
poner fiddio, che nel nafeénderla, 
perche sé fcoperta, leva in tutto il 
crédito, © fa L’huomo poco eftimato. 
Lit ricérdomi io gia haver setto ef- 
Ser flati alcuni antichi Oratori eccéel- 
Lentiffimi: i qualitra Valtre loro in- 
difirie sforzavanfi di far crédere ad 
ogn'uno, sé non haver notitia alcuna 
az léttere, & diffimulando il Sapery 
mofiravan le loro orationi effer atte 
pid tofto fecon- 
ao, che loro porgea la natura, & Ig 
veritd, che lo ftidio, & Parte: Iz 
qual fe foffe flata conofeiuta, haria 
dato dibbio ne gli dnimi del populo 
dz non dover effer da quella ingan- 
natt. Vedete adungue, come il mo- 


jirar Varte, & un cost intento Sti- 


dio, levi la gratia d’ogni cofa. 


Qual di voi é che non rida, guan- 
Go it nofiro Meffér Pier Paulo danza 
O) 
gambe 








gambe fiirate in punta di piedt, fen- 
za mover la tefta, come fe tutto fof- 
fe un legno, con tanta attentione, che 
di certo pare, che vada numerando 1 


Lui? 


Qual occhio é cosi cieco, che non 
vegga in quefio la diferatia dell af- 
fettatione, © la gratia in molt: huo- 
mint, 5 donne, che fono qui prefen- 
ti, di quella fprezzata ei a 
(che ne 2 movimenti del corpo thet 
cos? la chiamano) con un sea avah 
ridere, 0 adattar fi, moftrando ee e- 
fiimar, & Ieidinte 4 ia ad agwaltra 
cafa, che a guello, oo far créderé a 
chi vede quafi di non faper, née poter 
errare. 

Quivi non afpettands, Meffer Ber- 
nardo Bibbiena diffe; €ccovt, che 
Meffer Roberto noftro ‘ba pur trova- 
to chi laudera la foggia del {uo dan- 
Zare, pot che tutte vot altri pare 
che nou ne facciate cafo: che fe que- 
Sia eccellenza confifte nella [prezza- 
tura, mofirar di non eftimare, S) 
penfar pit, ad <a ‘altra cofa, che a 
quello che fi fa, Meffer Roberto nel 
danzare non ha pari al mondo: che 
per mofirar ben di non penfarvi, ft 
bafeta ‘cadér la robba Spel dalle 
fpalle, 5 le pantéfole da piedi, 
fenza vaccore né Luno, née altro, 
tutta via danza. 

Rifpofe, althdra tl Conte : pot che 
vot volete par ch’i0 dica, dird anco 
de’ vitit nofiriz. Nou wvaccorgete, 
che guefto, che voi in Meffer Rober- 
to chiamate Spre zZatura, € vera af- 
fettatione ¢ ‘Perche chiaramente fi co- 
nofce, che ‘effo fis ora con ogni flu 
do mofira ar di non penfarvi, io) que- 
fio é ib penfarvi troppo: S perche 
pafa certs termini di mediocrita, 
quella 
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Legs on Tiptoe, without the leaft Motion 
in his Head, like a perfect Stake, and with 
fo much Care and Concern, that you 
would think he were counting his Steps? 
What Eye is fo blind as not to obferve 
here the Odioufnefs of Affectation? 

And in many Gentlemen and Ladies in 
this Company, who does not perceive 
that negligent Activity, that eafy Swim- 
ming, (for fo we term the Motion of the 
Body) accompanied with Smiling, Speak- 
ing, or fome Gefture that exprefles a 
Carelefsnefs, and as if they ande d to 
any thing Bric rather than what they were 
about, aah makes the Spectator fup- 
pofe it even out of their own Power to 
do amifs? 


Here Mr. Bernard Bibiena, not able to 
refrain any longer, faid, fee Mr. Robert 
has at laft met with one to commend his 
Manner of Dancing, tho’ the reft of you 
feem to defpife it: For if this Excellency 
confifts in Negligence, and in not feem- 
ing to attend it, but rather to mind any 
thing elfe, than what they are engae’d in, 
Mr. Robert is without a Rival in Natiires 
For that we may be fatisfy’d he does not 
attend it, his Garments often fall from his 
Back, and his Slippers from his Feet, and 
he ftill dances on without taking up either. 


The Count reply’d, fince it is neceffary 
for me to fay fomething, I will have a 
Fling at our Vices. Don’t you obferve, 
that what you call Negligence in Mr. Ro- 
bert, is the Extremity of Affectation? 
Since it is evident that he ftrains with all 
poffible Diligence to make a Shew of not 
attending, and that is attending it too 
much. ‘And Be scaufe he exceeds the juft 


Limits of Mediocrity, that Negligence of 
his 
















































48 The COURTIER, 


his is affected and difagreeable, and makes guella fprezzatura é 
him fhoot quite befide his Aim, which is fta male, 


to conceal his Art, 


I therefore pronounce, that there is as 
much faulty Affectation in fuch a Negli- 
gence (which in it felf is commendable) 
as lets a Man’s Cloaths fall off his Back, 
as in fuch a Sprucenefs (which is likewife 
in it felfcommendable) as will not fuffer a 
Man to move his Head for fear of difcom- 
pofing his Hair; or which obliges him to 
carry a Looking-Glafs in the Crown of his 
Hat, and a Comb in his Sleeve, and to 
have always a Page dancing at his Heels 
thro’ the Streets with a Spunge and a 
Brufh. For fuch a Neatnefs and Precife- 
ne{fs is too much on the Extreams, and 
commences Faulty, and is contrary to 
that pure and amiable Simplicity which is 
fo agreeable to the Minds of Men. 


Obferve with how ill a Grace a Man 
profeffing Arms forces himfelf to fet bolt 
upright, and tied as it were.to the Saddle 
(as we fay inthe Venetian Phrafe) in com- 
parifon of another, who feems notto mind 
it, and fets his Horfe with that Eafe and 
Steddinefs as if he were on Foot. How 
much more agreeable is it for a military 
Gentleman, and at the fame Time, how 
much more commendable, to carry him- 
felf modeftly, and without Oftentation, 
than if he were always bouncing of his 
Performances, and with a gafconading 
Air feem to hector the World? Which is 
nothing elfe but an Affeétation to appear a 
Man of Mettle. The Cafe is much the 
fame in all other Exercifes, yea in all the 
Converfation and Actions of Mankind. 

Julian anfwer’d, this Obfervation is 
likewife verified in Mufick. Where it is 
very faulty to make two perfeét Concords 

one 


affettata , €3 
© ¢ una cofa, che a punto 
riefce al contrario del fio prefippd- 
Sito, cio é di naftonder L’arte. 

Pero non eftimo io, che minor vd- 
tio della affettation fia nella fprez- 
Zatura, laquale in sé é laudévole, 
lafciarft cadére i panni da doffo, che 
nella attilatura, che pir medefima- 
mente da sé é laudévole, il portar il 
capo cosi fermo per patra di non Lila- 
flarft la zazara, 6 tenér nel fondo 
della berretta lo fpecchio, &1 péttine 
nella manica, S havér fempre die- 
tro il paggio per le firade con la Spon 
ga, © la fropetta, perche guefla co- 
st fatta attilatura, © /prezzatura 
téndono troppo allo eftremo: il che 
Sempre é vitiofo, © contrario a quel. 
la pura, & amabile fimplicita, che 
tanto € grata a gli dnimi humant. 


Vedete, come un cavalier fia di 
mala gratia, quando fi sforza d’an- 
dare cosi flivato [i la fella (come noi 
Sogliam dive) allaVenetiana, a com- 
aration d'un'altro, che paia, che non 
ve penf, e fita a cavallo cosi diftiol- 
to, & ficuro, come fe folfe a piedi. 
Quanto piace pit, S quanto pid é 
tiudato un genutilhuomo, che porti 
arme, modefto, che park: poco, & po- 
co ft vantt, che un’altro, tlguale fem- 
pre flia in fil laudar fe flefo, & 
biaftemando con braverta mofirt mi- 
nacciar al mondo: © niente altro é 
guefio, che affettatione di voler pa- 
rer gegliardo. Il medéfimo accade 
in ogni cfercitio, anxi in ogni Cofay 


che al mondo fare, 0 dir ft poffa. 


Allhora tl Signor Magni fico. Que- 


fio ancor, diffe, ft verifica nella Mu- 
Sica: nella quale é vitio grandiffimo, 


far 








far due confonantie perfette, Luna 
dopo Paltra, talche il medéfimo feu- 
timento dell audito noftro labhorrifce, 
© fpelfo ama una feconda, 0 féttima, 
che in sé é diffondntia afpera, © in- 
tollerabile : % cio procede, che quel 
continuare nelle perfette géuera 
fatieta, © dimofira una troppo affet- 
tata armonia; il che mefcolando lim- 
perfette, fi fugge, col far quafi un 
paragone, donde pit Vorecchie no- 
fire flanno fufpefe, e pik avidamente 
atténdono, §5 guftano le perfette: e 
dilettanfi tal hor di quella diffondntia 
della feconda, 6 féttima, come di co- 
fa fprezzata. 

Liccovi adunque rifpofe il Conte, 
che in quefio noce Laffettatione, co- 
me nellaltre cofe. Dicefs ancéra 
effer ftato provérbio appreffo ad al- 
cunt eccellentifimi Pittorit antichi, 
troppo diligentia effer nociva; & 
effer flato biafimato Prothogene da 
stpelte, che non fipea levar le mani 
dalla ta'vola. 


Diffe allhora Meffer Cefure. Que- 
Sto medéfimo difett: parmi, che Phab- 
bia it noftro erafin0, di non fa- 
per leviy mant dalla tavola, al- 
men jin che in tutto now ne fono Le- 
vate an or le vivande. 

Rife it Conte: & foggiunfe. Vole- 
Va dire Appelle , che Prothogenenella 
pittura non conofceva quel che bafta- 
va; tlehe non era altro, che ripr En- 
derlo d’effer affettato nell dpere fue. 
Quefla virta adunque contraria all’- 
affettatione, laquale noi per hora 
chiamiamo fprezzatura, oltra ch ella 
fia ib vero fonte, donde dertva la 
Srati2, porta ancor feco un’ altro 
ornamento: 1 quale accompagnando 
gual fi voglia attione humana, per 
minima 
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one immediately following the other, in- 
fomuch that our very hearing is difgutt- 
ed at it, and is frequently delighted with 
afecond, orafeventh, which in it felfis fo 
unpleafant, as not to be tolerable. 
Reafon of which is, becaufe the Continu- 
ance of the perfect Tunes occafions Satie- 
ty, and betokens too nice a Harmony, 
which is avoided by mixing the imper- 
fect with it: Which making as it were a 
Comparifon, our Ears are thereby enga- 
ged to attend earneftly to, and tafte 
with more Pleafure the Perfe&t; and are 
often delighted with the Difagreement 
of the fecond or feventh, as a Thing pro- 
ceeding from pure Negligence. 

You fee then, replied the Count, that 
Affectation is prejudicial in this as well as 
in all other Affairs. It paffes too as a 
current Proverb, that among the Pain- 
ters who formerly excell’d, their over 
Care and Diligence was prejudicial; and 
that Apelles found Fault with Protoge- 
nes, becaufe he could not keep his Hands 
from the Table. 

Seignior Czefar replied, Friar Seraphim 
feems to be addicted to the fame Fault, 
that he cannot keep his Hands from the 
Table, efpecially while there is any Meat 
ftirring. 


The Count laughed, and proceeded. 
Apelles’s Meaning was, that Protogenes 
knew not when it was well; which was 
nothing elfe but to reprehend his too great 
Exactnefs in his Pieces. This Virtue there- 
fore contrary to Affectation, which we at 
prefent ftyle Negligence, befide that it 
is the true Fountain from whence all 
Gracefulnefs and Beauty arifes, brings with 
it likewife another Ornament: which, at- 
tending a Man’s Aétions, though never fo 
inconfiderable, does not only open and 
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enlarge his Knowledge, but alfo frequent- 
ly occafions that it is efteemed much 
more than it really is, becaufe it imprints 
on the Minds of the Spectators, an Opi- 
nion that he that can perform well with fo 
much Eafe and Negligence, underftands 
it much better than he really does; and 
that with fome Application and Diligence 
he would be able even to excel himfelf. 
To make good this Affertion by feveral 
Examples. Obferve a Man taking a Wea- 
pon in his Hand, going to caft a Dart, 
or handling his Sword, or any other kind 
of Arms; if without attending to it, he 
fettle himfelf with an eafy and ready Ac- 
tivity, that one would fuppofe his Body, 
and all his Limbs naturally defigned for 
that Pofture, he, without any vifible 
Concern or Care, though he mind no- 
thing elfe, makes it evident to all, that 
he is a perfect Matter in his Exercife. 
°Tis exactly the fame in Dancing, one 
Step alone, one eafy graceful Motion, 
immediately demonftrates the Skill and 
Knowledge of the Dancer. 


A Mufician, if in finging he pronounce 
one plain Note with an agreeable tuneful 
Accent, ending in a double Relief, with 
Fafe and Readinefs, that you would fup- 
pofe he did it at a venture; does by that 
fingle Inftance make People imagine that 
his Skill is greater than what it real- 
ly is. 

Frequently likewife in Painting, one 
Line not labour’d, one Stroke of the Pen- 
cil negligently drawn, by which it ap- 
pears that the Hand, without the Direc- 
tion of Art or Study, cou’d gain the 
Point the Painter intended, fufficiently 
dlifcovers the Excellency of the Work- 
man concerning which, every one after 
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minima ch’ella fia, non folamente fit- 
bito fcopre il fapér di chi la fa, ma 
Spelo lo fa eflimar molto maggior 
di quello, che é in effetto, percheé ne 
&4z animi de i circonflanti mpr time 
opinione che chi cosi facilmente fa 
bene, fappia molto pin di quello che 
a; & fe in quello, che fa, pouelfle 
ftudw e fatica, poteffe farlo molto 
meglio.. Et per replicare i medé fim 
efempr: éccovi uw huomo che maneggt 
Larme, fe per lanciar un darao, 
over tenendo la {pada in mano, 0 al- 
tra arma, ft pon fenza penfare fciol- 
tamente in una attitudine pronta con 
tal facilita, che paia, che ilc 10, 
e tutte le membra fi‘ano in quella dif- 
pofitione naturalmente, & fenza fa- 
tica alcuna, ancor che non faccia al- 
tro, ad ogw’uno ft dimofira effer per- 
Settiffimo in quello effexcttio. 


Medefimamente nel danzare, un 
pao folo, un fol movimento della 
perfona Lratiofo, 6 non sforzato, fu- 
bito manifesta il fapere di chi dan- 
Za. 

‘Un Mifico, fe nel cantar promiin- 
cia una fola voce terminata con foave 
accento in un groppetto duplicato con 
tal facilita, che paia che cosi gli 
venga fatto a cafo, con quel punto 
folo fa condfcere, che fa molto pit 
di quello, che fa. 


Speffo ancéra nella pittura, une 
Linea fola non fientata, un fol colpa 
di pennello tirato facilmente, di mo- 
do che paia che la mano fenza effer 
Luidata da ftidio, o d’arte alcuna, 
vada per sé fieffa al fio términe fe- 
condo la intentione del Pittore, fco- 
pre chiaramente la eccellenza dell’. 
Artéfice; circa Vopinion della quale 
ogn’uno 








































ogw uno pot. ft eftende fecondo il fio 
cudicto. LL medefimo imterviene 
guafi d’ogni altra cofa. 

Sara adunque it nofiro Cortegiano 
eftimato eccellente: & in ogut cofa 
havera gratia, e maffimamente nel 
parlare, fe fuggira Vaffettatione : 
nel qual errore incérrono molti, & 
talhor pia che gli altri alcuni nofiri 
Lombardi: 2 quali fe fono ftati un’- 
anno fuor di cafa, ritornati, fubito 
cominciano a parlare Romano, talbor 
Spagnuolo, 0 Francefe, Dio fa co- 
me: © tutto quefto procede da troppo 
defidério dt moftrar di faper affat: 
& in tal modo Vhuomo mette ftidio, 
e diligéntia in acquiftar un Vttio o- 
diosiffimo. Et certo a mé farehbe 
non piccola fatica, fe in queftt nofirs 
vagionamenti 10 volefi ufar quelle 
parole antiche Tofcane, che gia fono 
dalla confuetudine de’ Tofcani d’og- 
gidi rifiutate: © con tutto queflo cre- 
do, che ogw’un di me riderta. 


Allhora Meffer Federico, Vera- 
mente, diffe, ragionando tra not, co- 
me hor facciamo, forfe fari2z male 
ufar quelle parole antiche Tofcane; 
perche, come voi dite, dartano fa- 
tica a chi le diceffe, © a chile udif- 
fe: & non fenza difficulta farébbono 
da molti intefe. Ma chi fcriveffe, 
crederet bew io che faceffe errore non 
ufandole, perchée danno molta gratia 
& autorita alle fcritture; & da effe 
refulta una lingua pit grave, © pie- 
na di maefta, che dalle moderne. 


Non s0, rifpofe il Conte, che gra- 
Lia, 0 autorita poffan dar alle fcrit- 
ture quelle parole, che fi déono fug- 
gire non folamente nel modo del par- 
Lare, 
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sf 
paffes Sentence according to the beft of 
his Judgment. Thus it likewife happens 
in moft other Cafes. 

For which Reafon, our Courtier will 
be efteemed excellent, and appear grace- 
ful upon all Occafions, efpecially in fpeak- 
ing, if he avoid Affe€tation: Into which 
Error many Men run, and none more 
than certain of our Lombards; who, 
after a Years Travel abroad, at their Re- 
turn home, take upon them, after a ve- 
ry awkward manner, to fpeak the Ro- 
man, theSpanifh, and the French Tongue. 
All which proceeds from an over Fond- 
nefs of fhewing themfelves knowing a- 
bove what they are; whence it happens 
that they take a great deal of Pains to 
render themfelves odious and contempti- 
ble. And indeed it would be a very 
difficult Tafk, if I fhould ufe in my pre- 
fent Difcourfe, thofe obfolete Tufcan 
Words, which are out of Date among the 
modern Tufcans; and befide, I am per- 
fuaded I fhould only make my felf ridi- 
culous. 


Then f{pake Seignior Frederick. In this 
friendly and familiar manner indeed, with 
which we now converfe together, it would 
appear fomewhat odd to ufe thofe an- 
tique Tufcan Words, and, as you obferve, 
it would be tedious both to the Speaker 
and the Hearer, nor would they by ma- 
ny be very eafily underftood. But in 
Writing I think it would be faulty not to 
ufe them, becaufe they add a Grace and 
Authority unto Writings, and of them is 
compofed a Style more grave and full of 
Majefty than of the modern, 

I am entirely at~a Lofs, replied the 
Count, to find out the Grace and Au- 
thority, thofe Words can give to Wrie 
tings, which ought to be avoided not 
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only in fuch a friendly Debate as ours lare, come hor nor facciamo, (i che 
(which you yourfelf allow) but in all o- woz Seffo confeffate ) Mma ancora in 
thers that we can pofflibly imagine. For ogne altro, che imaginar fi poffa : che 
were a Perfon of the beft Judgment in fe a qual ft voglia huomo di buon 
the World to make a Speech of grave &iudicio occorreffe far una oratzone 
and weighty Matters in the very Council at cofe gravi nel Senato Proprio at 
Chamber of Florence, which is the Head Liorenza, che e zl capo’ ai Tofcana, 
of Tufcany; or to converfe privately over parlar Privatamente com per fo- 
with any Perfon of Credit in that City, na dt grado a quella citta dt ne- 
concerning Affairs of Moment, or in a £922 Oe ee ok i CON CORSO 
familiar Way on pleafant Subjects with fe domeflic i ffimo 4 cofe Piacevols 
the moft intimate Friend he has; or with 0% donne, wv cavalliert d amire, 0 
Ladies and Gentlemen concerning Love Ores OL emai ii ILE si 
Affairs, in Bantering or Jefting, at a Hiab ‘ PIE 0 
Banquet or any Diverfion, at any Time, Pa ia verde soi 
Place, or upon any Occafion, I am per- y or Ti te Se ie : 

Pe ip parole antiche Toftane: & ufandole, 
fuaded he would avoid the Ufe of thofe oltre al far far beffe di sey darebge 
ancient Tufcan Words, and if he did not, non poco fafiidio &@ ciafcin che La. 
he would make himfelf both ridiculous froltaffe. 
and tedious to thofe that heard him. 


It feems therefore ftrange to me, that Parmi adungue molto fivana cofa 
thofe Words flaould be ufed as proper in 4#/fare nello Seriver per Cuone guelle 
good Writing, which are to be avoided parole, che Se fuggono Ler vitiofe in 
as faulty in all forts of Speaking, and to 0guz forte di partare ; & voler che 
efteem that which is improper in Speech 94/0, che mai non Jt conviene nel 

. ° 5 , 4) If ; 4 La) I 
as an Embellifhment and Elegance in hope gers OT 
Compofitions. Since Writing, in my O- ©” we pala : ‘ 

5d bl ; pur (fecondo me) la ferittura non é 
OAS rh aeme a pstar SR RL altro, che una forma di parlare che 
Speech, which continues when the Speech i i Mi. ‘poi choca Se 
is concluded, or as it were the Picture, lato, €6 “afi una imadcine io ln 
or rather the very Life of the Difcourfe- prefo isd delle parole 3 3 Aapiikiy 
find therefore in Speech, which, as foon parlare, il qual fubito ufcita che é 

vanifhes awa ; OT ee 

as the Sound is over, ae . if fome la voce, fi difperde, fon forfe tolle- 
Things are perhaps more excufable tian + ails aloune cofe, che non fino nello 
in written ee Ee ad Becaufe Wri- Sertvere: perché la ferittura con- 
ting preferves the Words in ftore, and ferva le parole, & Je fottopone al 
refers them to the Judgment of the Rea- 


&indteio di chi legge, 6 da tempo dé 
der, and gives Leifure for a more tho- confiderar le maturamente. 
rough Examination. 


Upon which Account, in Reafon, there Et perciod é ragionévole che in 
is need of greater Care and Diligence to quefla ft metta magior diligéntia , 
make them more elegant and corre@: ber farla pin culta, & caftigata; 

Yet u0% 
















































now pero di modo, che le parole fcrit- 
te stano difsimili dalle dette, ma che 
nello firtvere ft elézgano delle piu 
belle, che sufino nel parlare. Et 
fe nello fcrivere foffe lécito quello, 
che non é lécito nel parlare, ue na- 
Seerebbe uwinconventente (al parer 
mio ) granaifimo: che e, che piu tt- 
ntia ufar fi ft potria in quella cofa, 
nel guale fi dee ufar pia fiddio 
Vindifiria, che fe mette nello firt- 

ver ay in loco dt giovar nocerebbe. 


Pero certo &, che quello, che ft 
conviene nello fertvere, fi convien’- 
ancor nel parlare, quel parlare é 
belliffimo, che é simile az fcrittt bells. 
Eiftimo ancéra, che molto pit fia ne- 
ceffario Lefer imtefo nello fcrivere, 
che nel parlare: perche quelli che 
fertvono, non fin fempre ore enti a 
guellt che léggono, come quelle che 
parlano, a quell: che parlano. 


Pero to L, udar et, che Vhuomo, ol- 
tre al fuggir molte parole antiche 
Tofcane, Pafficuralfe ancor aufare, 
& ferivendo, © parlando quelle, che 
hoggzdi fono zn confuetidive in Tofta- 
na, 9 ne gli altri loch dell’ Italia, 
che hanno qualche gratia nella 
proniatia. Et parmi ‘che chi. im- 
pone altra legge, non fia ben ficuro 
di non incorrere in quella affetta- 
tione tanto Daman della quale 
Gdianzi dicevamo. 


Allhora Meffer Federico; Signor 
Conte, diffe, 10 non paffo uegarvi, 
che la ferittura non fia un modo di 
parlare. ‘Dico ben, che fe le parole, 
che fi dicono, haano in fe hh 
obfiurita, quel ragionamento non 
netra nell duimo di chi ode; © pal 
fando fenza effer intefo, diventa 
Vane : 




































BO OK 1. 53 


Yet not fo but that a Refemblance fhould 
be ftill obferved, only in Writing to make 
Choice of fuch as are moft ornamental 
and moft expreffive. And if that were 
allowed in Writing which is forbid in 
Speaking, there would, in my Opinion, 
this great Inconvenience follow That 
a Man might indulge himfelf in greater 
Liberties, where he ought to beftow moft 
Diligence, and fo the Pains he takes in 
Writing, inftead of doing him Service, 
would be really to his Difadvantage. 

It is therefore evident, that whatfoever 
is allowable in Writing, is fo in Speak- 
ing. And that Speech is the moft beau- 
tiful and elegant which has the greateft 
Ref Piblacca to beautiful Writings. And 
1 look upon it as more meee ry to be 
clear and intelligible in Writing, than 
in Speaking, becaufe the Writer and Rea- 
der are often at Diftance from one ano- 
ther, which is otherwife in Converfa- 
tion, 

For which Reafon I would commend 
him, who, befide the avoiding many an- 
cient Tufcan Words, fhould apply him- 
felf to ufe, both in his Speech and Com- 
pofitions, fuch as are now current in Tuf- 





cany and the other Parts of Italy, and 


are graceful and beautiful in Pronunciati- 
on. And in my Opinion, he that takes 
a different Method, is. more likely to in- 
cur the Fault of Affectation, fo much 
condemned, and of which we have al- 
ready difcourfed. 

Then replied Seignior Frederick; I can- 
not deny, Count Lewis, but that Writing is 
a certainForm of Speech: But then I fay, 
if Words fpoken have any Obfcurity in 
them, fuch a Converfation does not enter 
the Mind of the Hearer; and paffing off 


without being underftood is vain and to 
no 
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no Purpofe, which happens otherwife in 
Writing. For if the Words ufed by the 
Writer carry in them a little (I will not 
fay Difficulty, but) Acutenefs fomewhat 
out of the Way, and not fo plain as is 
ufed in common Converfation, they give 
a certain Authority and Dignity to the 
Compofition, and make the Reader more 
attentive to weigh and confider it well, 
and he conceives a Pleafure from the Wit 
and Learning of the Writer, and with 
good Judgment, after having taken fome 
Pains, he relifhes the Satisfaction which 
arifes from furmounting Difficulties. And 
if the Reader happen to be fo ignorant 
that he cannot conquer it, the Writer is 
not to be blamed on that Account, nor 
is the Language to be reckoned inelegant 


or obfcure. 

In my Opinion, therefore, it is conve- 
nient for a Man to ufe fuch Words as 
have been current among the ancient 
Tufcans: For it is a good Evidence on 
their Side, fince it is confirmed by fo 
long an Experience, that they are good 
and fignificant wherefoever they are ap- 
plied. And befide this, they have that 
Grace and Majefty which Antiquity gives, 
not only to Words, but to Buildings, I- 
mages, Paintings, and to every Thing 
in which there is Force and Energy fufi- 
cient to preferve it. And many Times 
the Sentences appear extremely beauti- 
ful, without any other Ornament or Dig- 
nity. And purely by the Virtue and F- 
legancy thereof, even though the Senfe 
and Subject be but mean, it may be fo 
embellifhed by them as to come off with 
very great Applaufe. 

But what you call Cuftom, and make 
fo much ado about, appears to me both 
faulty and dangerous. If a vitious Way 
of Speaking be taken up by many igno- 

rant 
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vano: ztlche uon interviene nelly 
Serivere: che fe le parole che ufa lo 
Jerittore, portan feco un poco, non 
divd di difficulta, ma d’acutezza re. 
condita, non cost nota come guelle, 
che ft dzcono parlando ordinaria.- 
mente, danno una certa maggior au- 
torita alla ferittura, 3 fanno che il 
lettore va pit ritenuto, 6 Sopra di 
Se, & meglio coustdera, 8 ft diletta 
dell’ingegno, & dottrina di chi [tr3- 
ve: © col buon gindtcio affaticandofe 
un poco, gufta quel piacere, che sha 
nel confeguir le cofe diffvcili. Et fe 
Lignorantia di chi legge & tanta, che 
non poffa fuperar quella difficulta, 
non ¢ la colpa dello firittore, né per 
quefto fi dee eftimar, che quella line 
gua non fia bella. 


Pero nello firtvere credo io, che 
Jt convenga usar parole Toftane, 
Silamente le ufate da gh antichi 
Tofcani: perché quello é L£ran tefit- 
monto, © approvati dal tempo, che 
fran buone, & Significative di quello, 
perche ft dicono: %§ oltra quefto, 
hanno quella gratia, & veneratione, 
cae Lenutich ta prefta non folamente 
alle parole, maa gli edificii, alle 
flatue, lle pitture, © ad gut C faty 
ch: é baflante a confervarl: : & fpef- 
fo folamente con quel fplendore, ¥ 
dignita, fanno la elocution bella; 
dalla virtn della quale, © elegantia 
ogu: fubtetto, per baffo che egli fra, 
puo effer tanto adornato, che merita 
fomma laude. 


Ma quefta voffra con fuetidine , 
di cui voi fate tanto cafo, a me 
par molto periculofa, © fpeffo pud 
eer mala, © fe qualche vttio di 
parlar 








parlar ft ritrova effer invalfo in 
moltt rgnorantt, non per quefto par- 
mt, che fi debba piguiar per unarégu- 
la, © effer da gh altri feguitato. 
Oltre a quefto, le confietidini fono 
molto varie: ne é€ Citta nébile in 
Italia, che non habbia diverfa ma- 
niera dt parlar da tutte Laltre. 
Perd non vi refiringendo voi a 
dichiarir qual fia lt megliore, po- 
trebbe Lhuomo attacarfi alla Ber- 
amafia, cosi come alla Fiorent¢na, 
& fecondo vot, non farebbe error al- 
cuno. Parmi adungque che a chi 
vuol fuggir ogut dibbio, & effer 
ben ficuro, fia neceffario pr porft ad 
smitar'uno, aL quale di confentimen- 
to di tuttt, fia eftimato buono, 
haverlo fempre per guida,  fudo 
contra chi voleffe ripréndere: & 
guefto (nel volgar dico! non penfo 
che habbia da effer’ altvo, che il ie- 
trarca, @l Bocciccio: & chi da 
guejtt dui ft difevfia, va tentoni; 
come chi camina per le téuebre fen- 
2a lume, & pero fpelfo erra la fira- 


da. 


Ma noi altri fidmo tanto arditi, 
che non deguiamo di far quell, che 
hanno fatto it buont antichi: cioe at- 
téndere alla imitatione, fenza la- 
guale eftimo 10 che non fi poffa feri- 
ver bene: © gran teftiménio di 
guefio parmi che ci dim+ftri Virgt- 
io: il quale, ben che con quello in- 
geguo,  giudicio taito divino, to- 
glieffe la fperanza a tutti i pofteri, 
che aleun mai poteffe ben imitar lui: 
volfe perd imitar Homero. 

Allbora it Signor Gafparo Pal- 
lavicino. Quefta difputation diffe, 
dello fcrivere, im vero é ben degna 
d’éffere 





BOOK I. 55 


rant Perfons, it ought not for that Rea- 
fon to pafs into a Rule, nor be propofed 
to our Imitation. Befide, Cuftoms are 
exceedingly various, and there is hardly a 
City of Note in Italy which does not dif. 
fer in its Dialect from all the reft, 


If therefore you are not careful to diftin- 
guifh and fettle fome one for a Standard, 
a Man may as well addict himfelf to the 
Bergamafk as to the Florentine Language, 
nor, according to you, would it be in the 
leaft faulty. I think therefore whofoever 
would proceed without Uncertainty and 
with good Affurance, it is neceffary for 
him to propofe fome one or other to 
copy after, who has the Opinion of all 
Mankind on his Side, and to take him 
for his Conduct and Protection againft 
fuch as would pretend to criticife and 
find Fault: And I think we cannot pro- 
pofe any more proper, in common Ufe, 
than Petrarcha and Boccacio, and who- 
ever deviates from thefe two, walks 
at random, as one that Travels without 
Light or Direction, and therefore fre- 
quently miftakes his Way. 


But we are at this time of Day fo 


confident of our own: Strength, as that 
we difdain to tread in the Steps of the 
venerable Ancients: That is, to apply 
our felves to Imitation, without which, 
there is hardly any writing well. Of this, 
Virgil feems to be a fufficient Demonttra- 
tion; who, though endowed with fo di- 
vine a Wit and Judgment, as to make 
Pofterity almoft defpair of copying after 
him, was yet defirous to copy after Ho- 


mer. 
Then replied the Lord Gafpar Pallavi- 


cin. This Debate of writing very well de- 
ferves our Attention, yet would it be 
more 
































































































56 The COURTIER. 


more to our Purpofe, if the Courtier @effere udita: niente di meno, pia 
were inftructed how to fpeak; for this farebbe al propéfito noftro, fe V0t ¢é 
feems to be more neceflary, and what snfegnafte di che modo debba parlar 
there is more frequent Occafion for. aL Cortegiano; perche parmi che 
nw babbia maggior bifogno, e pin fpeffa 
&4 occorra i fervirfi del parlare, 
che dello ferrvere. 

Rifpofe il Magnifico. Anzi a 
Cortegiano tanto eccellente, & cosi 
perfetto, non & dibbio che Puno 
Valtro é neceffario a fapére; & che 


Julian anfwered. There is no doubt 
but fo excellent and perfect a Courtier, 
as we are forming, fhould be well in- 
ftructed in both; for without thefe two 


Qualifications, all the reft will procure fey xq guefte due conditioni forfe 

him but little Reputation. If therefore tutte Paltre fartano non molto degne 

the Count will difcharge his Duty, he di laude: pero fe il Conte vorra fa- 

fhould inftruét his Courtier, not only to tisfare al débito fio, sufegnera al 

{peak, but to write well likewife. Cortegiano non folamente il parlare, 
maancor lo feriver bene. 

Then faid the Count, I will not under- = 4WSorg if Conte, Signir Magni f- 
take this Charge, for it would be an e- 0, diffe, quefta imprefa non accet- 
gregious Piece of Folly for meto pretend tard 20 gid, che gran fciochezza fa- 
to teach others what I do not underftand rza la mia volor infegnar ad altri 
my felf. And though I were skilful in gaello, che io non f0: & quando an- 
it, yet Thardly think it praéticable to f- cor Lo fapelfi, penfar di poter fare in 
nifh that in fo few Words, which Perfons ¢0s? poche parole quello, che con tan 
of the greateft Learning have fcarce effec- 10 Studio, S) fattea hanno fatto a@ fe- 
ted with all their Study and Application, ¥4 budmini dottiffimi; ai Scritts de’ 
unto whofe Writings I would remit our 94 bi rimetteret tb nofiro Cortegiano, 
Courtier, if it were incumbent on me, to /@ pur fuffi obligato d’infegnarli a 
inftruét him in thefe Particulars. Serivere, © parlare. 


Then Seignior Czfar replied, the Diffe Meffer Cefare, il Signor 
Magnifico means the {peaking and wri- Magnifico zutende del parlare, & 
ting, not the Latin, but the vulgar fertver volgare, © non latino: pero 
Tongue; uponwhich Account, the Wri- quelle fcritture de gli budmini dotti 
tings of thofe learned Men are foreignto zon fono al propéfito noftro. Ma bi- 
our Purpofe. But you mutt inform us, as fogna che voi diciate circa guefto, cid 
far as you do underftand, and for the reft che ne fapete, che del refto v havere- 
we will excufe you. mo per efcufato. 


This I have already done, anfwered the To gid V’ho detto, rifpofe il Conte: 
Count; but in difcourfing of the Tufcan ma parlandofi della lingua Tofcana, 
Language, perhaps it were fitter for the forfe pid faria débito del Signor Ma- 
Magnifico, than any other Perfon, to give gutfico, che d’alcun’altro di darne la 
his Opinion. SentenZa. 


The Diffe 








Diffe it Magnifico: Lo non poffr, 
née debbo ragionevolménte contradir 
@ chi dice che la lingua Toftana fra 
pit bella dellaltre. E ben vero, 
che molte parole fi ritrévano nel 
Petrarca, § nel Boccaccio, che hor 
fon interlafciate dalla confuetidine 
dt hoggidi: & guefie io per me non 
ufiret Mai, ne parlando, né feriven- 
do, credo che effi ancor, fe infin a 
qui vivuti fifferc, non le ufarébbono 
pia. 
‘Dife allhora Meffer Federico: 
Anzi le ufarébbono. Et voi altri 
Signort Tofeani, dourefte rinovar La 
vofira lingua, & non laftiarla pe- 
rire, come fate; che hormai fi pud 
dive che minor notitia fe whabbia in 
Fuorenza, che in molti altri luochi 
della Italia. 

Rifpofe allbor Meffer Bernardo: 
Quefte parole, che nou s’uifano pin in 
Forenza, fono reftate ne i contad:- 
nt, come corrotte, & guafte dalla 
vecchuzza, fono da i nbbili rift 
tate. 

Allhora la SignoraDuchefa: Non 
uftram, diffe, dal primo propéfito, & 
faccram ch’el Conte Lodovico imfegni 
al Cortegiano, il parlare, e ferfver 
bene, fia 0 Toftano, o come fi V0- 
Zlia. 

Rifpofe il Conte: Io gia Signora 
ho detto quello, che ne sb: e tengo 
che le medéfime régole, che férvono 
ad ifegnar L’uno, férvano ancora ad 
infegnar Valtro; ma poi che me’l 
comandate, rifponderd quello che 
moccorre a Meffer Federico; il gua- 
le ha diverfo parer dal mio; e forfe 
bifognera ragionar un poco pin dif- 
fufamente che non fe conviene : ma 


guefio fara quanto io Poffo dire. 
Lit 
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The Maenifico faid : Icis neither agree- 
able to my Inclination or Duty, to con- 
tradi€& him that prefers the Beauty and 
Perfection of the Tufcan Language to a- 
ny other. °Tis true indeed, there are 
many Expreffions in Petrarcha and Boc- 
cacio, which are now fuperannuate; and 
fuch as I fhould be unwilling to ufe, el- 
ther in fpeaking or writing; nor would 
they, Ibelieve, were they now living, ad- 
mit them. 


I don’t in the leaft queftion, faid Sei- 
enior Frederic, but they would ufe them 
ftill, And you of the Tufcan Nobility 
ought to polifhandrenew your Language, 
and not fuffer it to decay as you do. 
For it may be affrm’d, that there is lefs 
Learning now in Florence, than in many 
other Places in Italy. 

Matter Bernard replied: Thofe Words, 
which are now out of Ufe at Florence, do 
ftill continue among the Country People, 
and are rejected by the Gentlemen as obs 
folete, and out of Date. 


Then faid the Duchefs: Let us not 
wander from our main Purpofe, but ob- 
lige Count Lewis to inftruct our Courtier 
to write and fpeak well, whether in the 
Tufcan, or any other Language. 


The Count replied: Ihave already dif- 
covered all I know; and I fuppofe the 
very fame Rules that teach the one, may 
ferve likewife to teach the other. But 
fince you require me, I will make fuch 
Anfwers to Signior Frederic, as readily 
occur tome; for my Opinion is different 
from his. And perhaps I may be com- 
pell’d to anfwer more fully and copioufly 
than will be convenient ; but I am refol- 
ved to communicate all that is in my 


Power. 
I In 
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In the firft Place then I affirm, that ac- 
cording to my Judgment, what we call 
the vulgar Tongue is tender, and yet in 
its Infancy, although it hath been ufed for 
fome time. For in that Italy hath been 
not only ravaged and fpoiled, but alfo 
inhabited for a long while with barbarous 
much Intercourfe with thofe 
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ns, the Latin has been corrupted 
ind deftroy’d, and from that Corruption 

rifen feveral other Tongues; which, 
like the Rivers that feparate from the 
Top of the Apennine, and run into dif. 
ferent Seas, are alfo divided: and taking 
a Tincture from the Latin, have ‘been 
widely difperfed feveral Ways; fome in- 
to one Part, and fome into another, and 
one deeply tinged with Barbarifm hath 
continued in Italy. 


a 
TR 
havea 


This then hath been various, and want- 
ed Regulation among us for a confidera- 
ble Time, becaufe there was no one that 
would beftow any Care or Diligence a- 
bout it, or write any thing upon that Sub- 
ject, or endeavour to give it any Beauty 
or Elegance: Yet was it afterward more 
cultivated in Tufcany, than in any other 
Parts of Italy. From whence it is vifible 
that the Flower of it hath continued from 
thofe early Times; becaufe that Nation 
hath obferved proper and tunéable Ac- 
cents in the Pronunciation, and a Gram- 
matical Order, where it was proper, be- 
yond any other; and hath produced three 
noble Authors, who have ingenioufly, in 
fuch Words and Language as was current 
in their Times, exprefs’d their Sentiments. 
And Petrarcha, in my Opinion, hasa pecu- 
liar Felicity in teprefenting Love Affairs, 
with a much better Grace than any of them. 
Afterward there arofe from time to 
time, 
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Et primaménte dico, che (fecon- 
do it mio gindicio) quefta nofira lin 
gua, che chtamiamo Volgare, @ ancor 
cénera, 5 nuova, benche gid gran 
tempo ft coffuri: che, per éffere 
fiata la Italia non folamente veffata, 
 depredata, ma lungamente habita 
ta da Barbari, per lo commercio di 
quelle natiout, la lingua Latina sé 
corrotta © guafla; % da quella cor- 
rottione fon nate altre lingue: le- 
quat, come i fiumi 


4 
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+ te 


ty che della cima 
dell’ Appennino fanno divértio, & 
fcorrono net dui mari; cost fi Sow effe 
ancor divife :.§ alcune tinte di lati- 
nitd pervenute per diverfé CAMINLy 
guale ad una parte, & guale all al- 
tra; © una tinta di Barbarie rima- 


fia in Italia. 


Quefla adunque @ fata tra noi 
lungamente incompofta © varia, per 
non haverhavuto chi le habbia pofto 
ura, ne in-effa fcritto, né cercato 
di darle Splendor, 0 gratia alcuna: 
pir é pot fata alguanto pid culta in 
Toftana, che ne gli altri luoghi dell’- 
Italia; & per quefto par che il fio 

fore in fino da que’ primi tempi gui 
fia rimafo, per haver fervato guella 
nation gentili accenti nella pronin- 
tia, 5 ordine grammaticale in guet- 
Lo, che fi convien, pin che Laltre, &$ 
haver havuti tre nébili Scrittori, |i 
quali ingegnofamente, © con quelle 
parole,  términi, che ufava la con- 
fuetidine de loro tempi, hanno ef- 
preffoz loro concerti. Ilche pit felice- 
mente, che @ gli altri, al p4rer mio, é 
fucceljo al Petrarca nelle cofe amorofe. 
Nafcendo pot di tempo in tempo 
non folamente in Tofcana, ma in tut- 
ta VItalia, tra gli hudmini nobili, 


CG 
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& verfati- nelle corti, & nellarme, 
& nelle léttere gualche Sti ‘dito di par- 
lare, § ENED vA pit e legat stemente, 
che non fi facéva in qu sella prima eta 
VOR Zid, O) eoaias guando lo incén- 
dio delle calamita wate da Barbar 
n0n era ancor Sedat, Sonfrt lafccate 
molt be pat vole cosi nella Citta propria 
di Fiorenza, 5 in tutta la Tofeana, 
come nel refio dell Itahia; & im luo- 
co dt quelle riprefe dell’altre, & 
fattof in quella mutatione che fi fa 
in tutte le cofe humane: ilche é in- 
tervenuto fempre ancor dell altre 
lingue 


Che fe quelle prime fcritture an- 
tiche Latine fo sera durate imfino ad 
Lora: vederemmo che altramente par- 
tavano Evandro, e Turno, & gli al- 
rit Latini di quel tempi, che non fé- 
cero po ; gle ultime Re Romani, ez 
prim Confoli. Evccovi, che 2 verfr, 
‘che cantdvano i Saliz, a pena ¢rano 
dat poftert intefi: ma effendo di quel | 
modo da t prim inftitutori ordin nati 
non fi mutavano per riverenza della 
Religione. Cosi fuccefivamente gh 
Oratori, e « Poett andarono lafeian- 
do molte parole ufate da z loro ante- 
cefforz: che Antonio, Graffo, Hor- 
teufio, Cicerone, fugg¢vano molte. di 
guelle di dapone; © Virgilio moste 
d’ Ennio, & cos i fécero gl altri; che 
amcor Man ye wef ero riverenza all’- 
antiquita, non la eftimavano gc 
tanto, che vol léffero haverle guella 
obligatione, che voi es: ‘e, che hora 

le habbiamo noi: 222 dove lor pa- 
‘yeva, la biafindbae come Horatio, 
che dice chet fuoi antichi havévano 


{ei0e~ 


BOOK I. 


time, not only in Tufcany, but all Ita- 
ly, among the Gentlemen, train’d up in 
Courts to Arms and Learning, an Emu- 
lation to write and {peak more elegantly, 
than they didin that rude and unpolith’d 
Age, when the Confufions and Calami- 
ties, occafioned by thofe barbarous Na- 
tions, were not as yet quieted. Many 
Words have been omitted, as well in 
Florence it felf, and all Tufcany, as in 
the Refidue of Italy, and others intro- 
duc’d in their room; and have made in 
this Particular thofe Changes and Altera- 
tions, to which all human Affairs are 
fubject, and which has ever been the Fate 
of all other Languages. 


For fuppofing the ancient Latin Wri- 
tings had continued to-our Times, we 
fhould perceive that Evander, and Tur- 
nus, and the other Latins of that Age, 
{poke quite another Language, than did 
afterward the laft Kings, and the firft 
Confuls of Rome. You may fee the Ver- 
fes fung by the Salii, were but indifferent- 
ly andetttcod by cheir Pofterity: But be- 
caufe they were appointed by the firft 
Inventors of them, they continued with- 
out Alteration, out of a Reverence to 
Religion. In like manner the Orators 
and Poets difcarded many Words that 
were in ufe with their Predeceffors: For 
Antonius, Craffus, Hortenfius, and Ci- 
cero avoided many Words admitted by 
Cato, and Virgil many that were ufed by 
Ennius; and the others took the fame 
Method. For notwithftanding they had 


a great Veneration for aie yet did 


they not regard the Ancients fo much, as 
to think themfelves altogether St 
Ss) them, as you feem to defire we fhould. 
Yea, where they thought proper, mic 
I 2 took 
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troducing new Words. 


And Cicero in feveral Places repre- 
hends many of his Predeceffors: And in 


cenfuring Galba, heaffirms, his Orations 
favour’d too ftrongly of Antiquity, and 


fays, that Ennius in fome Points had but 


little regard’ to his Predeceffors. So that 
if we would follow the Examples of thofe 
that went before us, we fhall not too 
ftrictly and fuperftitioufly infift in their 
Steps. And Virgil, whom you fay copied 
after Homer, did not imitate him in his 
Language. 

For my part therefore, I think it ad- 
vifeable to avoid thofe antiquated Words, 
except in fome certain Paffages, and that 
very rarely: And in my humble Opinion, 
whoever ufes them otherwife, is guilty of 
the fame Abfurdity and Folly, as if he 
would imitate the Ancients by feeding on 
Matts and Acorns, when he is fupplied 
with Plenty of Corn. And becaufe you 
affirm, that ancient Words, purely by 
that Brightnefs which Antiquity gives 
them, are fo great an Ornament, as to 
recommend the Subject, how low and 
mean foever in it felf: I fay that for Words, 
merely on the account of their Age, un- 
lefs they are really valuable, I have no 
manner of Regard. Nor unlefs they are 
animated with the Life and Spirit of beau- 
tiful Sentences, are they of any Moment. 
For to feparate the Sentences from the 
Words, is dividing the Soul from the 
Body, and can no more in one Cafe than 


the other, be done without immediate 
Deftruétion. 


What 
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took the Liberty to cenfure them 5 as Ho- 
race, who fays, his Predeceffors did but 
foolifhly in commending Plautus, and al- 
lows of the Authority of coining and in- 


Scioccamente laudato Plauto, & vuo} 
poter acquiftar nuove parole. 


Et Cicerone in molti lnochi ri- 
prende molti fuoi anteceffori, & 
per biafimare S. Galba, afferma che 
le orationi fue havéano dell’ antico, 
© dice, che Ennio ancor [prezzo in 
alcune cofe i fuoi anteceffori: di modo 
che fe noi vorremo smitar gli antichi, 
non gli imitarémo. Et Virgilio che 
voz dite, che imito Hlomero, non Lo 
smito nella lingua. 


lo adungque quefte parole antiche 
(quanto per mé) fuggire: adufar 
Sempre; eccetto perd, che in certi 
luochi, S in quefii ancor rare volte: 
 parmi che chi altrimenti Je Ufé, 
factia errore, non meno che chi vo- 
leffe, per imitar gli antichi nutrir fe 
autor di ghiande, efféndoft Lia tro- 
Vata copia di grano. Et perche voi 
dite, che le parole antiche solamente 
con quel fplendore d’antichita ador- 
nan tanto ognt fubietto, per baffo che 
eglt fia, che péffino farlo degno dt 
molta laude, io dico, che non folamen- 
te dt quefte parole antiche, ma né 
ancora delle budne faccio tanto ca- 


fo, ch'eflime débbano fenza il fucco 


delle belle fenténtie effer prezzate 
vragionevolmente : perché il dividere 
be fenténtie dalle parole, & uno divi- 
der Lanima dal corpo: la qual cofa 
ne nell’uno, ne nell altro fenza di» 


Siruttione far fi pud. 


Quelle 








Quello adungque che principalmen- 
te importa, & & neceffario al Corte- 
giano per parlare, & firtvere bene, 
eflimo 10 che fia tb fapere: perche 
chi non fa, 5 nell’ animo non ha co- 
fa, che mériti effer imtefa, non puo 
ne dirla, né fcriverla. <Appreffo bi- 
fogna difpor con bell’érdine quello, 
che fi ha a@ dire, o fertvere, poi ef- 
primerlo ben con le parole: le qualt, 
S10 non winganno, débbono effer pro: 
prie, elette, [pléndide, 5 ben compo- 
fie, ma fopra tutto ufate ancor dal 
populo: perche quelle medéfime fan- 
n0 la grandezza,  pompa deil ora- 
tione, fe colur che parla ha buon giu- 
dicio, © diligenza, © fa piglhar 
le pin fignificative di cid che vuol 
dire, &5 inalzare: & come cera for- 
mandible ad arbttrio fio, collocarle in 
tal parte, 5 con tal érdine, che al 
primo afpetto méftrino, © faccian 
condfcere la dignita & fplendor fuo, 
come tavole di pittura pofte al fio 
buono natural lume. 


Et quefto cosi dico della fertvere, 
come del parlare: algual pero fi rt- 
chiédono alcune cofe, che non fon ne- 
ceffarie nello fcrtvere, come tla voce 
buona, non troppo fottile, 0 molle, 
come di fémina: née ancor tanto au- 
ftera & hérrida, che babbia del ri- 
flico: ma fonora, chiara, fuave, § 
ben compofta, con ta prondintia efpe- 
dita, & coi modi, e geftz convent- 
enti: bi quali al parér mio constfiono 
in cert: movimenti di tuttol corpo 
non affettati, ne violenti, ma tem- 
peratt con un volto accommodato, © 
con un mover d’occhi, che dia gra- 
tia,  s'accordi con le parole, pia 
che fi puo fignifichi ancor co gefit la 
antentzone © affetto dz colus che par- 

la. 
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What therefore is the principal and 
moft neceflary Ingredient for a Courtier, 
in Order to his writing and {peaking wells 
in my Opinion, is Knowledge and Un- 
derftanding: For unlefs he comprehend 
the Subject well, which he propofes to 
treat of, he can neither fpeak or write to 
any Purpofe. Then muft he range it in 
good Method and Order, and afterward 
endeavour to cloath it in beautiful Ex- 
preffions: Which, if I am not miftaken, 
ought to be proper, elegant, clear, and 
well applied, but efpecially in current ufe 
with the People: Forthefe are the Things 
that give Pomp and Majefty to an Ora- 
tion. That the Speaker be endowed 
with Judgment and Diligence; and know 
how to make Choice of fuch Words, as 
are moft proper to exprefs his Sentiments : 
and tempering them like Wax, accord- 
ing to his Inclination, apply them in fuch 
Method and Order, that at firft view 
they difplay to Mankind their own Dignity 
and Brightnefs, like Pictures placed in the 
moft natural and faireft Light. 


And this is equally applicable to wri- 
ting, as to {peaking well. In which lat- 
ter there are fome Things requir’d, which 
are not fo neceflary in writing: Asa good 
Voice, not too foft and fhrill, as ina Wo- 
man; nor yet fo hoarfe and rough, as 
that of a Peafant. But fonorous, diftine, 
tuneable, and well managed; with a rea- 
dy Pronunciation, and attended with pro- 
per Action and Behaviour; which, in my 
Opinion, confifts in certain Motions of 
the Body, not forced_and affected, but 
temper’d with an agreeable Countenance 
and Motion of the Eyes, as may fet off 
the Words with a Grace and Decorum; 
and, as much as poffible, by the Geftures, 


fignify the Intent and Affection of the 
Speaker. 
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Speaker. But all thefe Things are of 
{mall Account and Moment, if the Sen- 
tences exprefs’d by the Words are not 
beautiful, ingenious, poignant, elegant 
and grave, according to the Subjeét. 

I queftion much, faid Signior Morello, 
if the Courtier were to fpeak with fuch 
Elegance and Gravity with us, whether 
fome among us would underftand him. 


Nay, replied the Count, every one 
would readily apprehend him; for Ele- 
gance is no hindrance to Perfpicuity. 
Nor would I always have him put on Gra- 
vity, but to fpeak of pleafant Matters 
with a jocular and inoffenfive Wit, accor- 
ding to the Occafion; and in all notwith- 
{tanding, with Weight, Readinefs, and 
Variety, without Confufion; nor fhould 
he in any Particular difcover Vanity, ora 
trifling Puerility. And whenever the Dif- 
courfe turns upon any Point that is diffi- 
cult or obfcure, let him declare his Opi- 
nion in Words and Sentences well digeft- 
ed, and make every Ambiguity clear and 
plain, with much Diligence, and without 
any Tedioufnefs. 

Let him likewife upon Occafion, know 
ow to {peak with Dignity and Vehe- 
mence, and to raife the Affetions of the 
Soul, and to inflame and direé& them ac- 
cording to the Subject; fometimes with 
f implicity and modeft Candor, that 
Nature her felf fpoke 


> | 1 J 
tO make them tender, 


Lh 


As 
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one woulc 


das it were in- 
ebriated with Sweetnefs ; and with fo much 


in 


Eafe and Fluency, that the Hearer may 
conceive a good Opinion of himfelf, and 
with little Pains he could 
arrive at the fame Perfection ; though up- 
on Tryal he would find himfelf widely 
niftaken., 


imagine, that 


I would 
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la. Ma tutte quefle cofe farian Va- 
ne, & di poco momento, Je le fentén- 
tie efprelfe, dalle parole non fuffero 
belle, iugegnofe, acute, elegant1, & 
Sravi Second? | bifogno. ol 
Dibito, diffe allhora il § zgnor Mo- 
rella, che fe quefio Cor tegiano parle 
?a CON tanta elegantia, © Lravita 
fra noi, ft troveranno di quei, che 


rif 


non lo entenderanno. 
the la facilita non 


Anzi da ogw’uno fara intefo, 
pofe il Conte, per 

empedifce la elegantia. Ne io voglio 
chegli parli fempre in gravita, ma 
dt cofe piacévoli, di gintchi, di mot- 
tz, e di burle, fecondo il tempo; del 
tutto pero fenfatamente, e con prone 
texza, © cépia non confufa; née mo- 
Jiri iw parte alcuna vanita, 0 {tioc- 
chezza puerile. Et quando poi par- 
lerd di cofa oftura, 0 difficile, vo- 
&li0, che 5 con le parole, e con le 
Senténtie ben diftinte &fplichi fottil- 
mente la tmtention fua; & ogni am- 
biguita faccia chiara, e piana, con 
un certo modo diligente fenza molé- 


Sita. 


Medefimamente dove occorrera, 
fappia parlair con dignita, & vehe- 
méntta; §5 coucitar guegls affetti, 
che hanno in sé gli auimi noftri, © 

ccénderlt 0 méverli fecondo il bi- 
Ogno : talbor con una femplicita di 
guel candore, che fa parér, che la 
atura iftefja parli, intencrirghi, & 
guaft imebbriarghi di dolcezza: 6 
cow tal factlita, che chi ode, eftimi, 
cheglt ancor con pochiffima fatica 


7e confeguir quel grado; & 


vi 


potrebbe 

14 , 7, ay , fn > "At PoP 
quanao ne fa prova, fe gh truovi 
lontant fimo, 












To vorret, che'l noftro Cortegiano 
parlaffe, & feriveffe di tal manie- 
ra; © non folamente pighaffe paro: 
Le gee nae 5 eleganti he Sade parte 
a’Italia, ma ancor lauderei che tal- 
hor ae alcunt di gueit términi &5 
Francefi, Spagnols che gia fono 
dalla con fiver idine nofira accettati. 
Pero a mé non difpracerebbe, che os- 
corréndogls diceffe pritta, primor: 
diceffe acertare, aventurare: diceffé 
ripaffare una perfona con ragzona- 
mento, volendo intéudere ricondfcer- 
la, © trattarla, per eae perfet 
ta notttia: diceffe, un Cavallier fen- 
Za vith procehio , attillato ; creato 


? CD, Se aps ME PE ey Pi: BP 4 
aun Principe; © altri tat térumunt, 


par che fperaffe effer’ intefo. 


Talhor vorrez, che pighaffe alcune 
parole in al tra fignifical ione che ba 
loro propria, ¢ trap; DIP NTA IE a ‘aN 


pofito quaft le in fev iff, come rampol 


lod alber 0, 1 pin felice tronco, yr 
farle pik vaghe S belle, guafi per 
accoftar le cofe al fenfo de ght occht 
proprit, 5 (come ft dice) far le toc- 
car con mano, con diletto di chi ode, 
0 legge. Ne vorrei, che temeffe for- 
marne ancor di nuove, con nuove 
figure dt dive; deducéndole con bel 
modo da i Latini, % come gia t La- 
tint te deducévano dai Grect. 

Se adungue de gli hudmini lette- 
vatt, e dz buon ingegno S gindicio, 
che hoggidi tra not ff ritrévano, fof- 
fero alesni 2 qualt i ponéffer ero cura di 
fertvere del modo, che se Metro, it 
quefta lingua cofe degne d’effer Lette, 
tofto la vedere Sip mo culta, © abbon- 
dante dt términi, e di belle figure ; 
& capace che in effa fi fevivese cose 
bene; 


a 








J 
I would have our Courtier fpeak, and 
write hate this manner: And ‘not only fe- 


lect elegant, and fhining Words out of e- 


very Part of Italy ; but-I think he would 
deferve Commendation, fhould he ufe 
fome of thofe French and Spanith Exprel- 
fions, which have by Cuftom been admit- 
ted. I fhould not therefore be difpleafed, 
if, as Occafion requires, he th ould fa Ly In- 
{tead of Prima, Primor; or fthould ufe 
the Terms Acertare to ances aventare 
to furprize; or fhould fay repaffare, to exe 

over a Perfon with your Difcourfe; in- 
tending thereby to ufe Freedom with “itith, 
and fife him, to get from him a more per- 
feét Knowledge; or fhould he fay a neat 
clever Ghadenihs without Reproach, ex 
actly fafhion’d for a Court, and Phrafes of 
the like Nature, provided he make him- 
felf underftood. 

SometimesI would have him ufe Words 
in a different Signification from their pro- 
per; and applying them to his Purpofe, as 
it were, ingraft them into a more happy 
Stock, to make them flourifh with more 


Strength and Beauty, and reprefent what 


they would exprefs to our very Senfes, 
for the better Entertainment of the Hearer 
or Reader. Nor would I have him fcru- 
ple the inventing new ones, or the ex- 
preffing them in new Modes’and Figures 
of Speech, deriving them ingenioufly from 
the Latins, as the Latins did formerly 
from the Grecians. 

In. cafe then among, the Men of Learn- 
ing, furnifh’d with Wit ahd Judement, as 
might at prefent be found among us; 
fome of them would beftow their Pains to 
write, as [have propofed, in this Fong 
Treatifes of Value, and worthy o - Peru- 
fal; we fhould fee it more polith’ if and 
abounding in Terms and beautiful Fi- 
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ers. 


Nor would this be entirely new and fur- 
Prizing ; for of the four Dialed that were 
in vogue among the Greeks, their Wri- 
ters, culling out the beft Expreffions, 
Modes, and Figures, as they thought pro- 
per, from thence fram’d another, which 


was ftyl’d the common Tongue; and af. 
ward they gave to all five the gene- 
ral Title of the Grecian Language. 
And although the Athenian Diale@ was 
more correct, pure and eloquent than the 
reft; yet did not good Writers, who were 
not Natives of Athens, fo affeé it, but 
that in their Style, by the Tafte-and Pro- 
priety of their Countrey Dialeé, they 
were eafily diftinguifh’d. Nor were they 
on that Account the lefs regarded, but 
rather fuch, as would appear more Attic 
than ordinary, were liable to cenfure. 
Among the Latin Writers, there were 

feveral in thofe Times much approv’d of, 
who. were no Romans, although there ap- 
peared not in them that peculiar Purity of 
the Latin Tongue; which Men of another 

Countrey can but feldom attain to. In the 

early Ages, Titus Livius was not ne- 
glected, although he was by fome repre- 

hended for his Patavinity: Nor Virgil, 

though he was cenfur’d for not {peaking 

perfect Roman. And you are fenfible 
that there were many Authors, even of 
barbarous Nations, muchread, and high- 
ly efteem’d at Rome. 


But 
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gures, and fo copious, as to render it as 
eafy to the Writer as any other; and tho? 
it were not the pure ancient Tufcan Lan- 
guage, yet would it be the common Ita- 
lian Language, copious, and full of Va- 
riety; and like a delightful Garden, re- 
plenith’d with all Sorts of Fruits and Flow- 


bene, come in qual fi vogha attra: 
& fe ella non foffe pura Toftana an- 
tica, farebbe Italiana commune, co- 
piofa, GS varia; &S quali come un de- 
Littofo Giardino pien di diverfi fori, 
e frutts. 


Ne farebbe quefio cofa nuova: 
perché delle quattro lingue, che ha- 
veEvano in confuetidine i Scrittori 
Greci, eleggendo da ciafcuna parole, 
modi, figure, come ben loro veni- 
va, ne facévano nafcere uwaltra, che 
ft diceva commune; © tutte cingue 
pot fotto un fol nome chiamadvano 
lingua Greca. Et benche l’ Atheni- 
efe foffe elegante, pura, e faconda pin 
che Laltre, < buoni Scrittors, che non 
érano dt nation Atheniefi, non L’af- 
fettavan tanto, che nel modo del{o 
Serivere, & quaft all’odore, & pro- 
prieta del fuo natural parlare non 
foffero conofciuti: née per guefto pero 
érano fprezzati; anzi quel, che vo- 
levan parér troppo Atheniefi, ne 
vapportavan bidfimo. 


Tra i Scrittori Latini ancor fit- 
youo in prezzo a fuori df molti non 
Romani, benche in effi non fe vedeffe 
quella purita propria, della lingua 
Romana, che rare volte PoUffono ac- 
quiflar quei, che fon d’altra natione. 
Gia non fia rifiutato T. Livio, ancé- 
ra che colui diceffe haver trovato in 
elfo la Patavinita. Ne Vergilio per 
effer fiato riprefo, che non parlava 
Romano. Et (come fapete) firono 
ancor letti, © eflimati in Roma 
molte Scrittori di natione Barba- 
rt. 


Ma 











Ma not, molto pid feveri che gli 
auticht, imponemo a noi freffi certe 
wuove leggi fuor di propéfito: © ha- 
vendo innanzi a gle occhi le ftrade 
battute, cerchiamo andar per diver- 
ticoli: perché nella nofira lingua 
propria, della quale (come di tutte 
Paltre) Vofftcio é efprimer bene, & 
chiaramente i concetti dell’animo, 
ci dilettiamo della ofturita; © chia- 
mandola lingua vulgare, volemo in 
effa ufar parole, che non folamente 
non fon dal vulgo, ma ne ancor da 
gli hudmini néoili © literati inte- 
fe, née pid fi tfano in parte alcuua, 
fenza haver rifpetto che tutti i buo- 
mi antichi biafimano le parole rifiu- 
tate dalla confuetidine: la quale 
vol, al parcr mio, non conofcéte be- 
ne: perche dite, che fe qualche vitio di 
parlare é invalfo im molti ignorant, 
non per quefio ft dee chiamar confue- 
tidine, née effer accettato per una ré- 
gola at parlare. Et (fecondo che al- 
tve volte vt ho udito dire) volete 
po, che im luoco di Capitélio, ft dica 
Campidoglio, per Hierénimo Girdla- 
mo; aldace per audace; & per pa- 
trono, padrone, © altre tai parole 
corrotte, © guafte, perché cosi f 
trovan fcritte da qualche antico To- 
Scano ignorante,  perche cos? dzco- 
no boggidi t Contadini Toftans. 

La buona confuetddine, ads ngue 
del parlare, credo io, che nafca da 
glt huémint, che hanno augegno, che 
con la dottrina, 5 efperiéntia s han- 
u0 guadagnato il buon diudtcio; &§ 
con quello coucérrono, &§ conféntono 
ad accettar Le parole, che lor paion 
buone; le quali fe condftono per un 
certo giudicia naturale, 5 non per 
arte, 0 régula alcuna. 


Non 
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But we, much more precife than our 
Predeceffors, voluntarily impofe on our 
felves certain new Laws, and having the 
plain beaten Way before our Eyes, en- 
deavour to walk through bye and 
known Paths: For in our own 
the Office of which, as well as of all o- 
ther Languages, is to exprefs well and 
clearly the Sentiments of the Mind, we 
delight in Obfcurity, and calling it the 
Vulgar Tongue, will ufe in it Words that 
are unintelligible, not only to the com- 
mon People, but, to Men of Education 
and Learning, and fuch as are not cur- 
rent in any Part of the Country: Not 
confidering that all good Writers of Anti- 
quity blamed fuch Expreffions, as were 
rejected by Cuftom; which you feem not 
to be apprized of, fince you affirm that 
if any Vice of Speech be taken up by the 
ignorant Multitude, it ought not to be 
ftyl’d a Cuftom, nor received for a Rule 
of Language. At other Times (asI have 
known you affirm) you are defirous we 
fhould fay Campidoglio inftead of Capi- 
tolio; forJeronymo, Girolamo; Aldace, 
for Audace ; and for Patrono, Padrone; 
and fuch corrupt and mangled Words, be- 
caufe they are to be found in the Works 
of fome antique ignorant Tufcan, or be- 
caufe the Peafants of Tufcany at this Time 
converfe in that Phrafe. 

That Mode of Speech therefore, which, 
I think, ought only to be admitted, arifes 
from Men of Wit, who with Learning and 
Experience have acquired a good Tafte, 
who confent to receive what Words they 
think proper, which are much eafier dif- 
cerned by a certain natural Judgment, 
than prefcribed by any Art or Rule, 
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Don’t you obferve, that Figures of 


Speech, which fet off an Oration with 
fuch Beauty and Dignity, are all a Devi- 
ation from the Rules of Grammar, yet 
are they received and confirmed by Cu- 
ftom; for which there is no other Rea- 
fon to be given, but that they are agree- 
able, and appear to our very Senfes to 
bring with them Life and Sweetnefs: 
And this I believe is fo good a Cuftom, 
that the Romans, the Neapolitans, and 
the Lombards are as ready to receive it 
as the Tufcans. True it is, inevery Tongue 
fome Things meet with a conftant Ap- 
probation, as Perfpicuity, a beautiful Me- 
thod, Variety, elegant Sentences, and 
agreeable Periods: On the other Hand 
Affectation, and what is contrary to thefe, 
is to be avoided. 


But of Words, fome there are which 
flourifh for a while, and afterward crow 
out of Date and lofe all their Grace; o- 
thers acquire Strength and rife more in- 
to Efteem. For as the Seafons of the 
Year robs the Trees of their Leaves and 
Fruit, and afterwards adorns them with 
frefh ones in their Room; fo does Time 
confume and abolifh Words, and others 
by Cuftom fucceed and flourifh, and grow 
into Grace and Dignity, until they like- 
wife are deftroyed, and by the Envy of 
devouring Time decay, to which we, and 
every Thing that belongs tous, are fub- 
ject. Confider with yourfelves how little 
Knowledge we have of the Ofca Tongue. 
The Provencial Tongue, which I may be 
allowed to fay was fo lately celebrated by 
noble Writers, is not at this Time un- 
derftood by the Inhabitants of the Coun- 
trey. 

I believe, therefore, as the Magnifico 
obferves, that were Petrarcha and Boc- 

cacig 


Non fapete voi che le figure def 
parlare, le quai danno tanta gratia, 
© fplendor all’Oratione, tutte fono 
abufioni delle régule grammaticali, 
ma accettate,  confirmate dalla u- 
fanza: perché fenza poterne render 
altra cagione piaceno. Et al fenfe 
proprio delWorecchia par che porti- 
no fuavita, © dolcezza: S quefta 
credo io, che fia la buéna confiteti- 
dine: della quale cosi poffon effer 
capact 1 Romani, i Napolitani, 
Lombardi, &§ gli altri, come i Tof- 
cant. EF, ben vero, che in ogni line 
Zua alcune cofe fono fempre buone; 
come la facilita, i bel’ dydine, L’- 
abondantia, le belle fentéutie, le 
claufule numerofe: © per contrario 
Laffettatione, § Laltre cofe oppéfite 
a quefle fon male. 

Ma delle parole fowalcune, che 
divrano buone un tempo, poi Sinvéce 
chiano, 5 in tutto pérdono la gra- 
tia: altre piglian forza, & véngono 
tn prezzo: perche, come le flagioni 
dell’anno fpcgliano de fori, © de 
Srutti la terra, © pot di novo d’al- 
tri la rivéfiono; cos il tempo quelle 
prime parole fa cadére, § Lufo al- 
tre di novo fa rindfcere, © da lor 
gratia,  dignita, fin che dall’invi- 
diofo morfo del tempo a poco a poco 
confumate, gitingono pot effe ancora 
alla lor morte: percid che al fine 8 
noi, §D oguit nofira cofa & mortale. 
Confiderate che della lingua Ofca nom 
havemo pid notitia alcuna. LaPro- 
venzale, che pir mo (ft po dir) era 
celebrata da udbili Scrittori, hora da 
Slt habitants di quel paefe non é its 


Lefa. 


Penfo 10 adungue, (come ben ha 
detto ik Signor Magnifico) che sil 
Petrarca, 



































Petrarca, @! Boccaccio fdffero vivi 
@ quefio tempo, nou ufariano molte 
parole, che vedemo ne’ loro feritti. 
Pero non mi par bene, che not quelle 
emitiamo. Laudo ben fommamente co- 
loro, che fanno tmitar quello; che fi 
dee imitare: nientedimeno non credo 
to gid, che fia impofstbile fcrtver 
bene, ancor fenza imitare,  maffi- 
mamente in guefia noftra lingua, nel- 
la quale poffiam effer dalla confueti- 
dine aiutati: il che non ardirei dir 
wella Latina. 

Allhora Meffer Federico, perché 
volete vol, diffe, che pid Seftimi la 
confuetidine nellaVolgare, che nella 
Latina? 

Anzt dell’una, e delValtra, ri- 
Spofe zl Conte, eftimo, che la confue- 
tudine fia la maeftra. Ma perchée 
guegli hudmini, at quali la lingua 
Latina era cosi propria, come bor é 
@ noi la volgare, non fono pit al 
mondo, bifogna che noz dalle lor [crit- 
ture impariamo quello, che effi ha- 
véano tmparato dalla confuetidine: 
née altro vuol dir i parlarantico, 
the la confietudine antica di parla- 
ve:  feiocca cofa farebbe amar il 
parlar antico, non per altro, che per 
voler pit prefio parlare come fi par- 
lava, che come fi parla. 

‘Dunque, rifpofe Meffér Federico, 
gle anticht non wmitavano? 


Credo, diffe il Conte, che molti 
zmitavano, ma non in ogni cofa. Et 
Se Virgilio haveffe in tutto imitato 
flefiodo, non gli [aria paffato innan- 
21: me Cicerene a Craffo: ne Ennio 
a 2 fuor antecefori. Eccovi, che 
Flomero é tanto antico, che da molti 
fi crede chegh cosi fia il primo Po- 
eta Eleréico di tempo, come ancor & 
aeccel. 
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cacio alive now, they would difcard ma- 
ny Words which appear in their Writings; 
whence, in my Judgment, it is abfurd in 
this refpect to copy after them. And al- 
though I much commend thofe who co- 
py after them where they deferve to be 
followed, yet do I think it poffible to 
write well without any Imitation, efpeci- 
ally inour Language, where we may be 
affifted by Cuftom, which I will not af- 
firm of the Latin Tongue. 


Why, replied Signior Frederick, will 
you allow Cuftom more Power in the 
Vulgar, than in the LatinTongue? 

Nay, in both, anfwered the Count, I 
think Cuftom ought to govern: But fince 
thofe Men, unto whom the Latin ‘Tongue 
was as proper as the Vulgar is now to us, 
are gone off the Stage, we muft gather 
from their Writings what they learned 
from Ufe and Cuftom; nor does ancient 
Language fignify any thing elfe but an 
ancient Cuftom of Speaking: And it would 
be an imprudent Fondnefs to love anci+ 
ent Speech for no other Reafon, but to 
{peak as People did formerly and not as 
they do at prefent. 


Do you think then, anfwered Signior 
Frederick, there was no Imitation among 
the Ancients? 

I am of Opinion, faid the Count, ma- 
ny did imitate, but not fo exattly and in 
every Particular. Had Virgil too clofely 
copied after Hefiod, he had not excelled 
him; nor Cicero, Craffus; | nor Ennius, 
his Predeceffors. Behold Homer, who 
is by many thought fo ancient, as to be 
the firft Heroick Poet, as well in point of 
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Time, as in the Excellency of his Style; 
Whom will ye fuppofe him to have copi- 
ed after? 

Some other Poet anfwer’d, Signior Fre- 
derick that went before him; of whom, 
by reafon of his Antiquity, we have now 
no Knowledge. 

Whom, then faid the Count, will you 
afirm that Petrarcha and Boccacio copied 
after, whofe Appearance in the World 
may be faid to be but of Yefterday? 

I know not, anfwer’d Signior Frede- 
rick, but it is to be fuppofed that they 
alfo were intent upon Imitation, though 
we are not acquainted with thofe they 
follow’d. 


<g 
Si 
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The Count replied, it is to be ima- 
gined that the Authors who fet the Pat- 
tern exceeded their Imitators; and it is 
very furprizing that a Nameand Reputa- 
tion of any Confequence fhould be entire- 
ly loft in fo little atime: But I am per- 
fuaded they had no other Matter but their 
own fuperior Wit, and their natural and 
peculiar Judgment. Nor is this fo great 
a Matter of Wonder, for frequently an 
uncommon Genius may by fundry ways 
attain to the Topof all Perfe@ion: And 
there isno Nature, which may not com- 
prehend in it Variety of Things unlike to 
one another, each of which in their kind 

may deferve an equal Commendation. 
Obferve in Mufick, wherein are diffe- 
rent Harmonies, fome grave and flow, 
others quick and new invented Meatfures, 
yet are they all for different Reafons en- 
tertaining: Which may be eafily percei- 
ved in Bidon’s way of Singing, which is 
fo artificial and ready, and with fuch 
Force and Vehemence, and that Variety 
of Melody, that the Souls of the Hearers 
are excited and inflam’d, and fo ravith’d, 
that 


aeccellenza di dire: 8 chi vorrete 
vot, che egli imitaffe ? 


‘Un'altro, rifpofe Meffer Federi- 
CO, piu antico dt lui, del guale non 
havemo notttia per la troppo anti- 
Gulia, 

Chi direte adungue, diffe il Conte, 
che imitaffe it Petrarca, él Boccac- 
cio, che pur tre giorni ha (ff puo 
dir) che fono ftati al mondo? 

lo nol 50, rifpofe Meffir Federico, 
na creder fi pur, chef ancir ha- 
véelfero L’animo indrizzato all’imi- 
tatione, benche noi non fappiam di 
Cut. 


Rifpofe il Conte, credér fe pud, 
che quei che érano wmitati, féfero 
migliori che quei che imitavano: & 
troppo meravigha faria, che cos? 
prefio il lor nome, § la fama (fe e- 
van buont) foffe in tutto fpenta: 
ma tb lor vero maefiro cred’io, che 
foffe Pingegno il lor préprio giu- 
dicio naturale: © di guefto niuno é, 
che fi debba maravighare; perché 
quali fempre per diverfe vie ff puo 
téndere alla fommita d’ogni eccel- 
lénzia. Ne é natura alcuna, che noy 
habbia in sé molte cofe della medéf. 
ma forte difstmili Puna dalf altra - 
le quali pero fou tra sé di egual lay- 


de degne. 


Vedete la Mifica; l’'armonze del- 
la quale hir fon gravi e tarde, hor 
veloctiime, e di novi modi e vie- 
nteutedimeno tutte dil ‘ttano, ma per 
diver fe caufe, come fi comprende nel- 
ta maniera del cantare di Bidon: Ja- 
quale é tanto artificiofa, pronta, ve- 
hemente, concitata, e di cos} varie 
melodie, che t {piriti di chi ode, tut- 
tz ft commoveno, © s infammano, 
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cost fafpefi par che fi levine infino al 
czelo. 

Ne men commove nel fio cantar il 
noflve Marchetto Cara, ma con pit 
molle barmonta: che per una via 
placida, S piena di flébile dolcez- 
Za inteneri ce, eS EBC IDAs hs Panime, 
imprimendo in effe foavemente una 
d lettévole paffioue. Varie cofe an- 
cor cBii ualmente piacciono a gli oc- 
e nofiri, tanto che con difficulta 


iudicar fe pud quai pin bor fon 
aan 
: rm ° cl. 
ficcovi, che nella pittura fouo ec- 
xr 


cellentiffimi Leonardo V4 nci0, tl Man- 
tegnua, Rafaello, Michel’ Angelo, 
Georgio da Ca iflelfranco : nientedi- 
meno, tutti fon tra sé uel far dif- 
simili; di modo che ad alcun di Lora, 
non par che manchi cofa alcuna im 
guella maniera: perche ft conofce 
ciafcun nel fio fiil effer perfettiffi- 
mo. Il medéfimo é di mole Poets 
Greci, § Latini: z qualt diver fi 
nello fertvere, fon pari nella laude. 


Gli Oratori ancor hanno bhavuto 
fempre tanta diverfita tra sé, che 
guafi ogni eta ha produtto, ap- 
prezzato una forte eater speculiari 
di quel tempo: 2 quali non folamente 
da i predeceffori, © fit hela fists 
ma tra sé Soro flats bps Lint hi ae 
fi ferive ne Greci a’Vocr rate, Ly fie 
Lfchine, & molt altrt, tuttz eccel ida 
ti, ma a niun pero simili, fuer che 


a2 sé fleffi. 


Tra i Latini poi guel Carbone, Le- 
lio, Scipione Africano, Galba, Sul- 
pi ‘io, Cotta, Gracco, Marc rea ile 
Crafo; © tanti, che firia lungo no- 
minare, tutti buoni, © Lun dal! ab- 
tra diverstffimi: di modo che chi 
poteffe 





that they feem tranfported above them- 
felves, and almoft exalted to Heaven. 

Nor does Marchetto Cara lefs excite the 
Affections, but with a fofter Harmony: 
Which by a pleafing way , and full of 
mournful Sweetnefs, foftens and pene- 
trates the Minds, and by infufing a mele- 
ing Tendernefs, moves every Paffion with 
Delight and Extafy. Variety of Things 
there are likewife which give equal Plea- 
{ure to the Eyes, infomuch that it is diffi- 
cult to diftinguifh which affords the 
greatett. 

Obferve in Painting, Leonard Vincio, 
Mantegna, Raphael, Michael Angelo, 
George of Caftle Franco, all excellent 
Mafters in their way, yet are their Per- 
formances unlike; but in any of them 
there is no perceiving the leaft Deficiency 
in their Manner, for every one is allow’d 
to have arrived at Perfection. The fame 
may be affirm’d of many, both Greek 
and Latin Poets, who, though different 
in their Compofitions, all deferve equal 
Applaufe. 

So among Orators there has. been fuch 
Diverfity, that almoft every Age hath 
produced and approved of one fort pecu- 
liar to that particular Period of Time; 
which yet have been unlike not only to 

their Predeceffors and Followers, but 
even to one another. As it is. recorded 

ong the Grecians of Ifocrates, Lyfias, 
Eichines , and many others excellent 
indeed, but refembling none but them- 


And among the Latins, Carbo, Leli- 
us, Scipio Africanus, Sulpitius, Cotta, 
s Antonius, Craffus, and 
many rae too tedious to repeat, all 

| moft different from one ano- 


b 
ther. Infomuch that whoever fhall c 
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fider all the Orators who have flourifhed 
in the World, he would find as many 
kinds of Eloquence, as there are Orators. 

If I remember well, Cicero has a cer- 
tain Paffage, where he introduces Mar- 
cus Antonius telling Sulpitius, that there 
are many, who do not copy after others, 
and yet afcend to the higheft Pitch of Ex- 
cellency: And fpeaks of fome who had 
invented a new Style and Method of po- 
lite Speaking, but not ufed by the Ora- 
tors of that Time, wherein they followed 
none but themfelves. He therefore af= 
firms, that Mafters ought to have a par- 
ticular Regard to the Nature of their 
Scholars, and making that their Guide, 
direct and encourage them in the Way to 
which their natural Inclination and Geni- 
us leads them. 


For which Reafon, faid Signior Frede- 


rick, if a Man has not a natural Affe@tion 


for fome particular Author, it would be 
imprudent to oblige him to an Imitation. 
Becaufe by that Means his Inclination is 
cloge’d and hindered, by being diverted 
from the Way in which it would have im- 
proved, had it not met with fuch Impe- 
diment. I cannot therefore perceive the 
Reafon why, inftead of enriching the Lan- 
guage, and giving it Life, Majefty, and 
Beauty, we fhould make it poor and je- 


june, low and obfcure, and endeavour 


to confine it within fuch narrow Limits, 
that every one fhould be obliged to fol- 
Jow only Petrarcha and Boccacio; and 
why we fhould not likewife pay fome De- 
ference to Politian, Lawrence de Medicis, 
Francis Diaceto, and others, who are a]- 
fo Tufcans, and perhaps of equal Learn- 


poteffe confiderar tutti gli oratori, che 
fou flatt al mondo, guantt orator, 
tante forte di dire trovarebbe. 

Parmi ancor ricordare, che Cice- 
rone in un luoco introduca Mare’ An- 
tonto dir a Sulpttio, che molti Sono, 
2 quali non imttano alcuno, 8 nien. 
tedimeno pervéngono al fommo Lr a- 
do dell’ eccelléntia: & parla di certt, 
2 quali havéano introdutto una nuo- 
va forma & figura di dir bella, ma 
tnufitata a gli altri oratori di guel 
Lempo, nella quale non imitavano fe 
non se fleffi. Pero afferma ancor, che 
2 maefiri débbano confiderar la natu- 
ra dei difcépoli, e quella tenendo per 
Guida, indrizzar gli, & aiutargl al. 
la via, che 1 "sugegno loro, &§ la natu- 
ral difpofition gl’ inclina. 


Per quefto adungue, Meffer Fe- 
derico mio, credo fe L’hucmo da sé non 
ha conventéntia con gual fi voghia 
autore, non fla ben sfrzarls a quella 
smitatione: perché la virth di quell’. 
zngegno Svmmorza 6 refta impedita, 


per effer deviata dalla ftrada, nella 


quale haurebbe fatto profitto, fe non 
kit fofe flata precifa. Non sd adun- 
que, come fia bene in loco d’arricchir 
qucfia lingua, © darli {ptrito, gran- 
dez%a, © lume, farla povera, efst- 
te, himile, & oftura; © cercare di 
metterla in tante anguftie, che 0gn’- 
uno fia sforzato d’imitar folamente 
tL Petrarca, él Boccaccio; & che 
nella lingua non ft debba ancor cré- 
dere al Policiano, 2 Lorenzo de Meé. 
dict, a Francefto Diaceto, © ad al. 
cunt altri, che pir fon Toftani; & 


ing and Judgment with Petrarcha and fo”/e di von minor dottrina, S gin- 


Boccacio. 


atcio, che fi foffe il Petrarca, el Boc- 
CaCC10. 


Et 








Et veramente gran miferia faria 
metter fine, non paffar pid avanti 
di quello, che shabbia fatto quafi il 
primo, che ha feritto; © difperar fi, 
che tanti, © cost nobili ingegni péf- 
{ano mai trovar pin che una firma 
bella di dire in quella lingua, che 
ad eff é propria, 5 naturcle. Ma 
hoggidi fou certi ferupulif, 2 quali 
guaficon una religion,  miftcri in- 
effabil: di quefia lor lingua Toftana 
Spavéntano at modo chi gli afvolta, 
che inducono ancir molti hudmini né- 
bili, & litterati im tanta timidita, 
che non ¢fano aprir la bocca, © con- 
fefauo dt non faper parlar quella 
lingua, che hanno imparata dalle nu- 
trict infino nelle faftie. Ma di gue- 
fio parmi, che habbiam detto par 
troppo, pero feguitiamo bhormai il 
vagionamento del Cortegiano. 


Allhova Meffer Federico rifpofe , 
Lo voglio pir ancir dir quefto poco, 
che é, cho gia non niego che le o- 
pintont, & ght ingegni de gli hudmi- 
ut non siano diverfi tra sé: né cre- 
do che ben foffe che uno da natura 
vebemente, 5 concitato, fi metteffe a 
fertvere cofe placide: ue meno un’- 
altro fevero S grave, a ferivere 
praccevolezze: perché in quefto par- 
mi raginéucle, che ogwuno ft accém- 
modi all’inflinto fuo proprio: © di 
cid credo parlava Cicerone, guando 
diffe che i maefiri haveffero riguar- 
40 alla natura de 1 difcépoli, per non 
far, come i mali agricultort, che 
talhir nel terreno, che folamente é 
fruttifero per le vigne, voglion fé- 
minar grano, 

Ma a mé non pud capir nella te- 
fia, che d’una Lugua particulare, la 
quale nou é a tutti gli hubmini cos? 


Lroprias 
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And indeed it would have been’an un- 
reafonable Hardfhip to ftop, without go- 
ing farther, and tracing it up almoft to 
its primitive Founders, and to. defpair 
that fuch a Number of excellent Wits 
fhould be ever able to hit upon above 
one beautiful Dialect in-what is their pro- 
per and Mother Tongue. But at this 
Time many are fo fuperftitious, that, as 
if their Religion and all its exalted My- 
{teries were at Stake in this Tufcan Lan- 
guage, they put their Hearers under fuch 
Concern, and fo over-awe many of good 
Education and Learning, that they are 
fearful to open their Mouths, and con- 
fefs plainly that they cannot fpeak the 
Language to which they have been train- 
ed from their Cradles. But upon this 
Point, I think, we have made too long 
a Digreffion, and it is high Time to re- 
turn to our Difcourfe of the Courtier. 

Give me Leave firft, faid Signior Fre- 
derick, to offer fomething very briefly, 
which is, that I allow the Sentiments and 
Difpofitions of Men to be very different, 


nor do I judge it proper for one who is: 


of a warm and vehement Temper, to 
write upon a Subject which fhould be 
handled calmly and fedately ; nor for one 


who in his Nature is grave and fevere to: 


treat of Matters of Humour and Pleafan- 
try; for in this I think it reafonable eve- 
ry one fhould purfue his own natural Ge- 
nius. And this Itake to be Cicero’s Mean- 
ing, when he faid, that Mafters fhould 
confider the Nature of their Scholars, 
left they act like the unfkilful Hufband- 
man, who would fow Wheat in-a Soil 
that was proper: only for Vines. 


But I can by no Means conceive, why 
in a peculiar Tongue, which is not lo 
proper to-all Men, as are Sentiments and 

Difcourfes, 
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Difcourfes, and many other Operations, 
but is an Invention reftrained within cer- 
tain Diftriéts, a Man may not with more 
Reafon follow the beft Authors, than to 
{peak at all adventure. And that, as in 
the Latin Tongue, it fhould be his Aim 
and Endeavour to refemble Virgil and 
Cicero, rather than Silius and Tacitus, 
fo in the vulgar Tongue why it were not 
better to imitate the Diction of Petrar- 
cha and Boccacio, than any other; and 
therein exprefs well his own Sentiments, 
and in that particular, as Cicero advifes, 
endeavour to follow the Bent of his na- 
tural Genius: And thus the Difference 
which you obferve to be in the beft Ora- 
tors will be found to confift rather in the 
Senfe than in the Language. 


I fear, replied the Count, we hall 
Jaunch out into a wide Qcean, and leave 
our firft Purpofe of the Courtier: But I 
would fain know wherein the Goodnefs of 
this Language confifteth. 


Signior Frederick replied: In keeping 
to the Propriety of it, and obferving the 

ignification, and ufing the fame Style 
and Meafure which the beft Writers have 
done. 


I would know then, anfwered the 
Count, whether the Style and Meafure 
you fpeak of arife from the Sentences or 
the Words? From the Words, replied 
Signior Frederick. 

Do younot think then, faid the Count, 
that the Words of Silius and Cornelius 
Tacitus are the very fame that Virgil and 
Cicero made ufe of, and taken in the fame 
Signification ? 
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propria, come i difcorfi, &S i penfie- 
vi, © molte altre operationi; ma 
una imventione contenuta fitto certi 
términz, non fia pin ragionévole 
smitar quelli, che parlan meglio, 
che parlare 4 cafo: & che cost come 
nel Latino Vhuémo fi dee sforzar a’- 
afimigharfi alla lingua ai Virgilio, 
di Cicerone pin tofio, che a quella 
di Silio, 0 di Cornelio Tacito: cos? 
nel Vulgar non fia meglio imitar 
quella del Petrarca, © del Boccac- 
ci0, che di alcuwaltro: ma ben in ef- 
fa efprimere 2 fuor propria concettz, 
2 quefio atténdere, come infegna 
Cicerone, all’inflinto {uo naturale: 
 cosi fi trovera, che quella diffe- 
réuZia, che voi dite éffere tra zt buoni 
Oratori, confifte ue tz fenfi, & non 
nella lingua. 

Allbora il Conte; Dubito, diffe, 
che not entraremo in un gran Pélago, 
 lafciaremo il nofiro primo propé- 
fito del Cortegiauo: pir domando a 
vol, in che confifte la bonta di gue- 

a lingua ? 

Rifpofe Meffer Federico: Nel 
fervar ben le proprieta di effa, & 
torla in quella fizuificatione, ufaudo 
quello fiile, © que numeri, che han- 
no fatto tuttz quet, che hanno fcritto 
bene. 

Vorrei, diffe il Conte, faper fe que- 
fio file, © quefti uuimeri, di che vot 
parlate, nafcono dalle fenténtie, od 
dalle parole? Dalle parole, rifpofe 
Meffér Federico. 

Adungue, diffe it Conte, A voi 
non par che le parole di Silio, & di 
Cornelio Tacito siano quelle medéfi- 
me, che ufa Virgilio, & Cicerone ? 
née tolte nella medéfima fignipica- 


tione ¢ 
Rifpofe 











Rifpofe Meffér Federico. Le me- 
défime fin si, ma alcune mal ofer- 
vate,  tolte diver famente. 

Rifpofe i Conte, & fe d'un libro 
di Cornelio, 5 dun di Sitio fi leva f- 
fero tutte quelle parole, che fon pofte 
wm altra fignification di quello, che 
fa Virgilio, & Cicerone, che fartano 
prchiffime, non direfle voi poi, che 
Cornelio nella lingua foffe pari a Ci- 
cerone, a Sili0, 6 aVirgilio? & che 
ben foffe wmitar quella maniera del 
dire é 

Allhora la Signora Emilia, & meé 
pare, diffe, che quefta voftra difpita 
fia mo troppo lunga, § faftidinfa: 
pero fia bene a differirla ad uw altro 
tempo. Meffer Federico par comin- 
ciava a rifpéndere: ma fempre la 
Szgnora Emilia lo interrompeva. 

Ln ultimo, diffe il Conte, molti vé- 
gliono giudicare i ftili, © parlar de’ 
numert, 5 dell imitatione; ma ame 
non fanno gia effi dare ad inténde- 
re, che cofa fra fitle, ue niimero; née 
zu che confifia limitatione; ne per- 
che le cofe tolte da Homero, 0 da 
qualche altro fizano tanto bene in Vir- 
gilio, che pia prefto paiono illuftra- 
te, che witate: § cio forfe procede, 
ch’1o non fon capace d’inténdergli. 
Ma perchée grande argumento, che 
L’huomo fappia una cofa, é il faperla 
infegnare, dubito, che effi ancéra po- 
co L’inténdano, © che, & Virgilio, 
© Cicerone laudino, percheé féntono, 
che da molti fon laudati, non perché 
conéftano la differéntia, che é tra 
hi, © gli altri: che in vero non 
confifte 2 haver una offervatione di 
due, ditré, 0 didieci parole ufate a 
moko diverfo da gli altri. 

Ln Saluftio, in Cefare, in Varro- 
ne, 9S ne gli altri buoni fi truévano 
ufate 
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They are the very famé, anfwered Sig- 
nior Frederick, but fome ill applied and 
quite differently taken. 

Suppofe then, faid the Count, we 
fhould pick out of a Book of Cornelius 
and Silius all the Words ufed in a diffe- 
rent Signification from that in Virgil and 
Cicero, which would be extremely few, 
would you not allow that Cornelius in his 
Language equall’d Cicero, and Silius 
Virgil ? and that it would be well to imi- 
tate their Manner of Writing? 


Then the Lady Emilia replied, I think 
this Difpute of yours hath been carried too 
far, and is now become tedious; it were 
better therefore deferr’d till another Op- 
portunity. Signior Frederick attempted 
{till to reply, but the Lady Emilia always 
interrupted him. 

At laft, faid the Count, many will un- 
dertake to criticize in Style, and difcourfe 
of Meafures and Imitation, but cannot 
explain what fort of thing Style and Mea- 
fure is, nor wherein Imitation confifteth. 
Nor why Things taken out of Homer and 
others are fo well exprefs’d in Virgil, that 
they appear rather an Improvement. than 
an Imitation; but perhaps the true Rea- 
fon is in my want of Capacity to under- 
ftand them. But fince one great Evi- 
dence of a Perfon’s underftanding any 
thing himfelf, is, the being able to ex- 
plain it to others, Iam afraid they them- 
felves have little Underftanding in it, and 
praife Virgil and Cicero, becaufe they 
hear them generally commended, not 
knowing the Difference between them 
and other Writers, which confifteth not 
in obferving two or three or ten Words 
ufed in a different Signification. 

In Saluft, Ceefar, and Varro, and other 
excellent Authors, are found Terms other 
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wife applied than in Cicero, and both the 
one and the other do well enough: Be- 
caufe in fo frivolous a Matter, the Good- 
nefs and Perfe&tion of a Language doth 
not confift. As Demofthenes replied well 
upon /Efchines, who reproving him, and 
demanding of him concerning fome Words 
he had ufed, for which he had no ancient 
Prefident, what Monfters and Prodigies 
they were? Demofthenes anfwer’d with a 
Smile, That the Fate of Greece did not 
depend upon them. 

With the fame Neglect would I receive 
any Tufcan who fhould reprehend me 
for faying Satisfatto rather than Sodisfat- 
to; and Honorevole than Horrevoli; and 
Caufa than Cagione; and Populo than 
Popolo, and fuch other Trifles. 

Then ftood up Signior Frederick, be- 
feeching their Patience and Attention for 
a few Words. 

Upon this the Lady Emilia fmilingly 
faid: Upon Pain of my Difpleafure, I for- 
bid any of you to enlarge farther up- 
on this Subject, for I will have it difcon- 
tinued to another Evening. But pray, 
Count, do you proceed in your Difcourfe 
of the Courtier, and difcover what an ex- 
cellent Memory you have, for I think you 
will have. a difficult Tafk to join it toge- 
ther again where you broke off. 

Madam, replied the Count, the Thread 
of our Difcourfe hath been confiderably 
broken; but, if I am not miftaken, we 
were faying, what a difagreeable Air a 
pernicious Affectation gives: and on the 
other hand, what a Grace and Dignity 
proceeded from Negligence and Simpli- 
city: In Commendation whereof, and in 
Difparagement of Affectation, more Rea- 
fons might be offer’d, but I fhall alledge 
only one more, and then give over, 


All 


pie, & diffe. 
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ufati alcuni términi diver famente da 
quello, che ufa Cicerone, pur Lue 
n0,  Valtro fia bene: perché in co- 
si frivola cofa nou é pofta la bonta, 
© forza d’una lingua; come ben dif- 
Se Demofihene ad Efchine, che to 
mordeva, domandandogli d’alcune pa- 
role, le quali egli haveva ufate, & pir 
non erano antiche, fe érano monftri, 
0 portenti: & Demofihene fe ne ri- 
se; © rifpdfegli, che in quefto non 


confifiévano le fortune di Grecia. 


Cosi 20 ancora poco mi curaret, fe 
da un Tofcano fofi riprefo d’haver 
detto pia tofio fatisfatto, che fedif- 
fatto; © bonorévole, che horrévole; 
© caufa, che cagione; & populo, che 
popolo,  altre tai cofe. 

Allhora Meffér Federico fe levo in 
Afcoltatemi, prego, 
quefle poche parole. 

Rifpofe ridendo la Signora Emilia : 
Pena la difgratia mia a qual di voi 
per hora parla pik di quefla maté- 
via: perché voglio, che la rimettia- 
mo ad uwaltra fera. Ma voi Conte 
feguitate it ragionamento del Corte- 
guano;  moftrateci, come havete 
buona memoria, che credo fe fapere- 
te riattaccarlo, ove lo laftiafie, nou 
farete poco. 


Szguora, vifpofe il Conte, zl filo mé 
par tronco: pur 810 non mM ingannd, 
credo, che dicevamo, che fimma dif-~ 
gratia a tutte le cofe da fempre la 
peftifera affettatione: © per contra: 
10, gratia eftrema la fimplicita, 
la fprezzatura: a ldude della quale, 
 biafimo dell affettatione, molt’al- 
tre cofe ragionar fi potrébbono: ma 
t0 una fola ancor dir ne voglio, & 
n0n piu. 


Graz 








Gran defidério univer falmente ten- 
gon tutte le Donne di éffere; 6 quan- 
do effer non poffono, almen di parer 
belle: Pero dove la natura in qual- 
che parte in quefio é mancata, effe 
fe sfirzano di fupplire con Lar- 
tificio: quindi nafce Lacconctarfi la 
faccia con tanto fludio, & talbor pe- 
na, pelarfi le cigha, 9 la fronte: & 
ufar tutti que’ modi,  patire que’ 
fafitdit, che voi altre Donne credete, 
che a gli hudémini stano molto fecre- 
tt, © pur tutts ft fanno. 

kife quivi Madonna Coflanza Fre- 
gofa, © diffe: Vor farefte afar pin 
cortefemente feguitar il ragionamen- 
to vofiro, & dir onde nafca la buo- 
ua gratia,  parlar della Cortegia- 
nta, che voler fcoprire 2 defettz det- 
le Donne fenza propofito. 


Anzi molto a propofito, rifpofe il 
Conte ; perché queftt vofiri difettz, 
di che io parlo, vi levan la gratia: 
perché daltro non nafcono che d’af- 
fettatione, per laqual fate condfcere 
ad ogwuno fcopertamente il troppo 
defidéria vofiro deffer belle. Non 
Vaccorgete Vor, quanto pik di gra- 
tia tenga una donna, la qual, fe pur 
fi acconcia, lo fa cos? parcamente, § 
cost poco, che chi la vede, fia in dub- 
bio, sella é concia, 0nd; che un’al- 
tra empiaftrata tanto, che paia ha- 
verfi pofto alla faccta una mafchera, 
© non ofi ridere per non farfela cre- 
pare: née ft muti mai di colore, fenon 
quando la mattina fi vefte, © poz 
tutto tl rimanente del giorno ftia, co- 
me fiatua di legno immobile, compa- 
vendo folamente a lume di torzes co- 
me mofirano 2 caduti mercatanti t loro 
panni tm loco ofcuro? Quanto pit poi 
di tutte piace una, dico non Hie 
che 
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All Women have a ftrong Defire for 
Beauty, and when that is denied them, 
at leaft to make the Appearance of it: 
When therefore Nature in any Particular 
hath been defective, they endeavour to 
fupply it with Art. Hence arifes the a- 
dorning of the Face with fo much Study, 
and many times Pains, the tweezing of 
the Brows and Forehead, the ufing all 
thofe Tricks, and undergoing all that 
Trouble, which you Women fuppofe Men 
perfectly ignorant of, and yet are they no 
Secrets to them. 


At this the Lady Conftance laugh’d, 
and faid: You would do much better to 
proceed in your Defign, and difcover 
how a good Grace is to be obtain’d, and 
difcourfe of your Courtier, than thus to 
expofe the Follies of the Ladies, which is 
befide your Purpofe. 


Nay, it isto our Purpofe, anfwer’d the 
Count ; for the Faults I was {peaking of 
have all their Countenance from you, 
fince they take their Rife from nothing: 
but Affectation, whereby you make open 
Profeffion to all of the too vehement De- 
fire you have to appear beautiful. Is it not 
eafy to be obferv’d how much more grace- 
ful a Lady is, who, if fhe improves her 
Looks, does it with fo fparing a Hand, 
that the Beholder is in Sufpence whether 
there be any Addition or no, than ano- 
ther on whom the Painting is laid fo 
thick, that fhe appears to have a Vizor 
on her Face, and dares not fo much as 
laugh for fear of making it chap; nor 
does fhe at any time alter her Complexi- 
on; but in the Morning in her tiring 
Room; the Remainder of the Day the 
ftands immoveable, like an Image of 
Wood, fhewing her felf only by Candle, 
as crafty Merchants expofe their Wares in 
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a doubtful Light? How much more is 
fhe to be belov’d; who, though neat and 
decent, yet manifeftly appears to have 
no Colouring, but what Nature gave her ; 
who, though fhe cannot boaft of a hap- 
py Mixture of White and Red in her 
Cheeks, yet with her genuine Complexion 
inclining to Palenefs, fometimes borrows 
a Flufhing from her Blufhes, or from mere 
Accident, with her Hair a little ruffled 
and difcompofed, and with a Behaviour 
exprefling a modeft Simplicity, without 
difcovering any Art or Study to improve 
her Beauty? This is that negligent and 
unaffected Neatnefs, which captivates the 
Eyes and Hearts of Mankind, whoare ever 
fufpicious of being impofed upon by Art. 
A white Set of Teeth is an agreeable 
Ornament to a Woman; for fince they 
are not fo much expofed to View as the 
Face, but moft commonly conceal’d, it is 
to be fuppofed that fo much Care and 
Labour is not employ’d to improve them, 
as to fet off the Complexion; yet who- 
ever fhall laugh for no other Reafon in 
the World but to difclofe them, would 
thereby betray her Art; and notwith- 
ftanding they are admired for their White- 
nefs, the Perfon, like Egnatius in Catul- 
lus, would be defpifed for her Vanity. 
The fame may be faid of the Hands, 
which being delicately fair and fmooth, 
when they are difcover’d only on proper 
Occafions, and not merely for the fake of 
expofing them, are very graceful and ami- 
able, efpecially if after they are employ’d, 
they are conceal’d in Gloves again; for 
the covering them again, creates an Opi- 
nion, that fhe is entirely unconcern’d whe- 
ther they are in View or no, and that 
they are beholden to Nature, and not 
Study, for their Purity and Fairnefs. 


Have 
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che fi conofca chiaramente non haver 
cofa alcuna in fi la faccta, benche 
non fia cos? bianca, ne cosi roffa; ma 
col fuo color nativo pallidetta, e tal- 
hor per vergogna, 0 per altro acci- 
dente tinta d’uno in génuo veffore, CO 
tcapelli a cafo inort ati, © mal com- 
pofiz; GO coz geftt simplict, 5 natu- 
vali, fenza moftrar inddfirsa, me 
ftidio deffer bella? Qu tofta e guella 
[prezmzata purita gra itiffima a gli 
occhi, S a gli animil. Hditghie’: i guali 
Sempre témono effer dall’arte sng an 
nate. 


Piacczono molto in una douna i ber 
denti; perché non effendo cosi fcoper- 
tz, come la faccia, ma per lo pit del 
tempo fiando nafcoft, creder ft pud, 
che non vi ft ponga tanta cura per 
fargli belli, come nel volto: pur 
chi rideffe fenza propéfito,  fola- 
mente per mofirargl, fcoprirebbe L- 
arte; &5 ben che bell gli haveff2, a 
tutti parerta difgratiatifimo, come 
lo Egnatio.Catultana. 


Il medéfimo delle mani: le quali, 
fe delicate, & belle fino moftrate 
sgnude a tempo, fecondo che occorre 
operarle, % non per far veder la lor 
bellezza a, lafciano di sé gr andi fimo 
aefidério, © oF affirm mente riveftité 
di guauti; perché par che chi le ri- 
copre, non cur i, © non cflimi molto 
che stano vedute 0 nd, ma cosi belle 
le habbia pin per natura, che per 
ftidio, 0 diligéutia alcuna. 
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Favete voi pofto cura talbor, quan- 
do 6 per le ftrade andando alle chiefes 
0 ad altro luoco, 0 giocando, Oo per 
altra cadufa accade, che una donna 
tanto della robba fi leva, che il piede, 
& fpeffo un poco di gambetta fenza 
penfarvit mofiva? Non vi pare che 
grandifima gratia tenga, fe ivi ft 
vede con una certa donunefca difpoft- 
tiove leggiadra, & attillata ne i [uot 
chiapinetti di velluto,  calze polt- 
te? Certo a mé piace egl molto, e 
credo & tutti voi altri: perché ogn’- 
un eftima che la attillatura, in parte 
cost nafcofaS rare volte veduta, fia 
a guella donna pid tofto naturale, é 
propria, che sforzata, & che ella di 
cid non penft acguifiar laude alcu- 
ua. 
In tal modo fi fugge, © nafconde 
Paffettatione: la qual hora potete 
comprender quanto fia contraria, 
Levi la gratia d’ogni operatione cosi 
del corpo, come dell animo: del quae 
le per ancéra poco havemo par lato, 
ne bifogna pero lafttarlo: che fi come 
Lanimo pid degno é affat che’l corpo, 
cos? aucir mérita per effer pit culto, 
© pid ornato: &5 cz0 come far fi deb- 
ba nel noftro Cortegiano, lafciando 
gli precetti di tanti favit Filofof, 
che dt guefla matéria fcrévono, © 
diffin¢{cono le virta dell duimo, 
cost fottilmente difpitano della dt- 
guita di quelle, divemo in poche pa- 
vole, attendendo al nofivo propofito: 
Baftar che egli fia (come fi dice) huo- 
mo da bene, & intiero: che im gue- 
fio fi comprende la prudéntia, bouta, 
fortezza, e temperanza d’animo, & 
tutte Valtre conditionz, che a cosi 
honorato nome fi convéngono: & io 
fiimo quel folo effer vero Fildfofo mo- 
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Have you not obferv’d, when either in 
walking the Streets, or in harmlefs Toy- 
ing, or by any other Accident, the Pet- 
ticoat rifes fo high as to difcover the Foot, 
or fometimes part of the handfome Leg 
unawares ? Does it not appear to you very 
graceful and becoming, if you oblerve 
her with an agreeable Modefty elegantly 
neat in her Velvet Shoes, and her Stock- 
ings exactly fitted to her Leg? I freely 
declare my felf much delighted with fuch 
a Sight, and am perfuaded it yields the 
fame Pleafure to you all: For every one 
fuppofes that Neatnefs ina part fo feldom 
expofed to View, is rather natural and 
proper, than forced, and that fhe has no 
Defign by it of gaining Efteem and Com- 
mendation. 


In this Manner is Affectation to be a- 
voided and concealed, which you per- 
ceive is fo difagreeable, and robs every 
Accomplifhment of the Body, as well as 
Mind, of its proper Grace 5 of which lat- 
ter we have hitherto fpoken but little, 
and yet is not that altogether to be pafs’d 


over in Silence: For as the Mind is of 


more Excellence and Dignity than the 
Body, fo ought it to have more Diligence 
beftow’d upon it for its Cultivation and 
Improvement. And how our Courtier 
ought to be in this refpect qualified, (o- 
mitting the Precepts which feveral great 
Philofophers,treating on this Subject,have 
delivered, who define the Virtues of the 
Mind, and with much Subtilty enlarge 
upon the Dignity of them), we fhall with 
much Brevity, and applying it to: our 
prefent Purpofe, difcover: Andit is fuf- 
ficient that he be a Perfon well difpo- 
fed, and, as we commonly exprefs it, a 
truly honeft Man: For in this is com- 


prehended the Goodnefs, the Wifdom, 
the 





—— 





the Courage, and Temperance of the 
Mind, and all other Qualifications requi- 
Yite to fo glorious a Character: And ’tis 
he only I efteem a moral Philofopher, 
who is naturally inclin’d to Goodnefs; to 
which he will want but few other Precepts, 


when he is incited by fuch Inclination. 


Whence it was wifely faid by Socrates, 
that he thought his Inftructions had pro- 
duced good Fruit, when he had by them 
provoked any one to apply his Will to the 
Knowledge and Learning of Virtue: For 
they who are arrived at fuch a Pitch, that 
they defire nothing in Comparifon of 
Goodnefs, do eafily attain the Under- 
ftanding of what is requifite thereto. On 
this Head therefore there is no need of a- 
ny farther Enlargement. 

But befide Goodnefs, I look upon Learn- 
ing to be the true and principal Orna- 
ment of the Mind of Man; although the 
French are fkill’d in nothing, and value 
nothing, befide the being accomplifh’d in 
Arms: Infomuch that they not only de- 
fpife Letters, but have a very mean and 
contemptible Opinion of Men of Learn- 
ing; and efteem the Title of Clerk as a 
fignal Mark of Reproach. 


Then Magnifico Julian anfwer’d: Your 
Obfervation is juft,that this Error hath long 
reign’d among the French: But if Mon- 
fieur Angoulem hath the Fortune to fuc- 
ceed to the Crown, (for which he has our 
Wifhes) the Glory of Arms doth not fo 
flourith, nor is in fuch Reputation, but it 
will then, I believe, be eclipfed by that 
of Learning: For not long fince I was 
at the Court of France, where I faw this 
Prince, who appear’d to me, befide the 
Beauty and Gracefulnefs of his Perfon, to 
have fo much Majefty in his Looks, at- 
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vale, che vuol’effer buono; & & cid 
Sti bifognuano pochi altri precetti, che 
tal volonta, 


Et pero ben diceva Sécrate parer- 
gh, che gli ammaefiramenti fuoi gia 
havéffino fatto buon frutto, guando 
per quelli, chi fi foffe, Sincitava a 
voler condfcere, &5 imparar la vir- 
tu: perche quelli, che fou giunti 2 
términe, che non destderano cofa al- 
cuna pia che Lefer buoni, facilmente 
confeguono la fciéntia di tutto quella, 
che a C10 bifogna: pero di gueflo non 
vagionaremo pit avant. 

Ma oltre alla bonta, il vero, & 
principal’ ornamento dell’ animo in 
czafcuno, penfo io, che stano le létte- 
re: benche z Francefi folimente co- 
nofcano la nobilta dellarme, & 
tutto iLrefto nulla efttmino: di modo, 
che non folamente non apprézzano le 
léttere, ma le abhorrifcono, e tuttiz 
letterati tengon per viliffimi hudmi- 
ut; © pare lor dir gran villantaa 
chi ft fia, quando lo chiamano Clero. 


Allborail Magnifico Giuliano: Voi 
dite il vero, rifpofe, che guefio erro- 
ve gia gran tempo regna tra Fran- 
ceft: ma, fe la buona forte vuole, 
che Moufignor d’ Angolem (come fi 
Spera) fucceda alla Corona, eftimo, 
che fi come la gléria dell’arme fiors- 
fee, 8 rifplende in Francia, cosi vi 
debba ancor con fipremo ornamento 
forir quella delle léttere: perché 
non € molto, cho ritrovandomi alla 
Corte, vidi queflo Signore: & par- 
vem, che oltra alla difpofition della 
perfina,  bellezza di volto, ha- 
velfe 













































































weffe nellafpcette tanta grandexZa, 
congiunta pero con una certa gratio- 
a bumanita, chel Reame di Fran- 
cia gli doveffe fempre parer poco. 

Inteft dapot da moltt genta hudmt- 
ni,  Franceft, © Italiani, affai de 
2 nobviliffimi coftumz fuot, della gran- 
dezza dell’ animo, det valore, e della 
bibevralita: §5 tra Paltre cofe fummi 
detto chegls f{immamente amava, 
eftimava le léttere, © haveva in 
grandifima ofervanza tuttz gli let- 
terati:  dannava it Pranceft propri 
dell’effer tanto alient da quefta pro- 
feffione, havendo maffimamente in ca- 
fa un cosi nobil fiidio, come é quello 
di Parigt, dove tutto il mondo con- 
corre. 

Diffe allhora zl Conte; gran ma- 
vaviglia €, che in cost ténera eta, 
Solamente per inftinto di natura con- 
tra Vufanza del paéfe fi fia da sé a 
sé volto a cosi buon camino: & per- 
che i fidditi fempre féguitano 7 co- 
flumi de fuperiori, puod effer, che 
(come voi dite) z Francefi stano an- 
cor per eftimar le léttere di quella 
dignita, che fino; ilche facilmente, 
fe vorranuno inténdere, fi potra lor 
perfuadére: perché niuna cofa pint 
da natura é defiderabile a gli hud- 
mint, ne pit propria, che wl fapére: 
ba qual cofa gran pazZta e dire, oO 
erédere, che non fia fempre buona. 
Et 8°10 parlaffi con effi, 0 con altri, 
che foffino d’opinion contraria alla 
Mmta,met sforzaret moftrar loro, quan- 
to le léttere, le quali veramente da 
Dio fon flate a gle hudmini conce- 
| dute per un fupremo dono, stano uti- 
lt, © neceffarie alla vita, © alla di- 
Sutia nofira: née mi manchertano e- 
Sempt dt tanti eccellenti & valoroft 
Capitant antichi, i quali tutti gidn- 
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tended at the fame time with that eafy 
Sweetnefs and Affability, that the Crown 
of France feem’d much inferior to his 
Merit. 

Afterward I received from many French 
and Italian Gentlemen, full Accounts of 
his noble Accomplifhments, of hisGreat- 
nefs of Mind, his heroick and generous 
Spirit: and among other things, I was 
inform’d of his Affection and Efteem for 
Letters, and of his Value for Men who 
had diftinguifh’d themfelves in Learning: 
And then he blam’d the French them- 
felves for being fuch Strangers to this Pro- 
feffion, efpecially when they had at hand 
fo noble an Univerfity as Paris, to which 
there was a Concourfe from all Parts of 
the World. 

The Count anfwer’d, it is matter of 
Surprize, that in thefe tender Years, pure- 
ly by the Inftinct of Nature, in Oppofi- 
tion to the Fafhion of his Countrey, he 
fhould be fo happily difpofed, and fo 
wifely employ’d: And fince Subjects ge- 
nerally take after the Example of their 
Superiors, it is not unlikely, as you ob- 
ferve, but the French may have Letters 
inthat Reputation they deferve; to which, 
if they would but attend to Reafon, they 
may eafily be perfuaded: Since nothing 
in Nature is more proper to Mankind than 
Wifdom, nor which they ought to afpire 
after with greater Zeal; and which it 
would be the Extravagance of Folly to 
believe or affert, that it is not always to 
be embraced, and always good. WereI 
to difcourfe with them, or any other of 
a different Opinion, I would endeavour 
to fhew them that Letters(which undoubt- 
edlyarethe Gift of God asa fovereign Blef- 
fing to Mankind) were requifite, and how 
much they contributed to the Supportand 
Dignity ofhumaneLife: Nor fhould I want 
Examples 











80 The 


Examples of many excellent Heroes in 
Story, with whom the Ornament of Let- 
ters, and the Accomplifhment of Arms 
went Hand in Hand. For, as you are 
not ignorant, Alexander had that Regard 
for Homer, that he always laid his Iliads 
under his Pillow. Nor was he only fond 
of Poetry, but diligently applied himfelf 
to the Study of Philofophy, under the 
Care and Difcipline of his great Mafter 
Ariftotle. 

Alcibiades polifh’d and improv’d his 
Talents under the Inftruction of Socrates. 
And with what Diligence Czfar purfued 
his Studies, that divine Hiftory, left be- 
hind him of his own Exploits, is a fufi- 
cient Evidence. It is recorded of Scipio 
Africanus, that he always carried in his 
¥and thofe Books of Xenophon, in which, 
under the Name of Cyrus, he delivers In- 
{tructions for the forming a compleat Mo- 
narch. I could recite the Patterns of 
Lucullus, Sylla, Pompey, Brutus, and 
many other Romans and Grecians: But J 
fhall only mention Hannibal, who being 
an excellent General, and though favage 
by Nature, and barbarous in Manners; 
treacherous in Temper, anda Defpifer of 
Gods and Men; yet hada competent Know- 
ledge in Letters, and was a Mafter of the 
Greek Language: And, if I am not mi- 
{taken, I have fomewhere read, that he 
left behind him a Treatife in the Greek 
Tongue of his own compofing. But I 
have faid more than enough, for you are 
all thoroughly fatisfied, how much the 
French are miftaken in fuppofing Let- 
ters any .way prejudicial to the Skill of 
Arms. 

You cannot be ignorant that in milita- 
ry Undertakings, the great Incitement is 
Glory; and whoever enters the Field for 
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fero Lornamento delle léttere alla 
virti dell’arme. Che, come fapete, 
Aleffandro habbe in tanta veneratio- 
ne Elomero, che la Iliade fempre fe 
teneva a capo del letto: 5 non fola- 
mente a quefit fluidii, ma alle fpecn- 
bationi filofifice diede grandifima ¢- 
pera fotto la diftiplina d Ariftotile. 


Alcibiade le buone conditioni fue 
accrebbe,  fece maggirt, con le 
léttere, © con gli amacftramenti, di 
Socrate. Cefare quanta Opera deffe 
at ftidii, ancir fanno tefliménio 
quelle cofe, che da effo divinamente 
Seritte fi ritrévano. Scipione Affri- 
cano diceft che mat di mano ft Ie- 
vavt i libri di Xenofonte, dove infii- 
tuiffe fort il nome dt Cyro un perfetto 
Re. Potrei dirvi di Lucullo, di Sil- 
la, di Pompeo, di Bruto, © di molti 
altri Romani,  Greci: ma fola- 
mente ricordaro, che Annibale tanto 
eccellente Capitano, ma pero di na- 
tura feroce, © alieno da ogni huma- 
nita, ifedele  difpregiator de gli 
hudmini, de gli Det, par hebbe 
notitia di léttere, cognition della 
lingua Greca: Et si0non erro, par- 
mi haver letto gia, che efoun Libro 
pur in lingua Greca lafeio da sé com- 
pofio: ma quefto dire a voi e fiupér- 
jiuo, che ben so io che tutti conofcete 
quanto s’ingannano i Francefi, pen- 
fando che le létiere nuociano all’ar- 
me. 


Sapete, che delle cofe grandi, & 
arrifthiate nella guerra, il vero fit- 
mulo @ ba gloria: Et chi per gua- 
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dagno, 0 per altra caufa 2 cid fe the fake of Intereft, or any other mean 


mudue (oltre, che mai non fa cofa 
buona) non mérita effer chiamato 
gent huomo, ma vilifimo mercatan- 
fe: 6 che la vera gloria fia quella 
che ft commenda al facro Thefduro 
delle léttere, ogn’un puod compréude- 
ve, eccetto queglt infelici, che gufta- 
ve non hanno. 

Qual animo é cosi demeffo, timi- 
do,  hiumile, che leggendo i fatti, 
& le grandezze di Cefare, di Alef- 
fandro, di Scipione, ad’ Annibale, (5 
di tantt altri, non sinfiammi aun 
avdentiffimo defidério aeffer simile a 
guclli, non pofpouga quefta vita 
caduca di dui giorni, per acguifiar 
guella famofa &S quaft perpétua? La 
guale a difpetto della morte virver 
4o fa pit chiaro affai che prima? 


Ma chi nou fente la dolcezza del- 
le léttere, faper ancor non pud quan- 
ta fia la grandezza della gléria, co- 
si lungamente da effe confervata: & 
folamente quella mifura con la eta 
auwhuomo d di dut, perche di pin 
oltre non tien meméria: pero quefla 
breve tanto eftimar non pid, guanto 
farta quella quaft perpétua, fe per 
fua difgratia non gli foffe vietato il 
condfceria, 5 non eftimandola tanto, 
vaguonevol cofa é ancor crédere, che 
tanto non fi metta 2 perivolo per con- 
Seguirla, come chi la conofce. 


Non vorrei gia che qualche aver- 
fario mi adduceffe gli effetti contra: 
rit, per rifiutar la mia opinione, al- 
tegandomi gli Italiani col lor faper 
Léttere havér moftrato poco valor 
nell’arme da un tempo in gua, tlche 
pir troppo é pit che vero: ma certo 
ben fi potria dir la colpa d’alcuni 
poche 


Confideration, befide that he feldom fuc- 
ceeds in any thing praife-worthy, is but a 
fordid Huckfter in War: And every one 
may perceive that true Glory is difplay’d 
and recommended in the facred Treafu- 
ry of Learning, except fuch unhappy 
Wretches as have no Relith for it. 


What Mind is fo low and groveling, 
and void of Courage, that in reading the 
noble Exploits and Greatnefs of Cefar, 
Alexander, Scipio, Hannibal, and other 
Heroes, is not excited with a reftlefs E- 
mulation to refemble them? and dothnot 
prefer the procuring perpetual Honour to 
that frail Life which is but of few Days 
Continuance? An Honour, which, in de- 
{pite of Death, renders them immortal, 
and {till encreafing in Glory? 

But he that is infenfible of the Pleafure 
of Letters, cannot perceive the Value 
and Greatnefs of Glory, which is prefer- 
ved in thofe Records; and takes his Efti- 
mate only from the Age of one or two 
Men, for his Memory cannot ferve him 
farther: He therefore cannot fo highly 
value this fhort Glory, as he would do 
that, which is in a manner everlafting, if 
his unlucky Stars did not conceal the 
Knowledge of it from him: And having 
but a flender Regard for it, ’tis but rea- 
fonable to fuppofe he will not expofe him- 
felf to fuch Hazards in the Purfuit of it, 
as one that more perfectly underftands it. 

Nor let any alledge fome different Ef- 
fects they may have obferved to confute 
thefe Affertions, and inftance in the Ita- 
lians, who with all their Skill in Letters 
have for fome time made but a mean Fi- 
cure in Arms, which notwithftanding 1s 
but too true: But in reality the Faults 


and Follies of a few have brought, be- 
fide 
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fide the irreparable Damage, an eternal 
Reproach upon all others; and the very 
Source of our Confufions, and the Decay 
of Virtue at leaft, if not the total Extin- 
ction of it in our Minds, hath arifen from 
them. But this isa Matter more fhameful 
for us to publifh, than for the French to 
be ignorant of Literature. 

Since therefore it is better to pafs that 
over in Silence, which cannot be recited 
without Sorrow, leaving the Argument, 
in which I am with Reluctance engaged, 
{ return again to our Courtier: Whom 
in Letters I would have to be more than 
moderately inftructed, efpecially in what 
they ftyle Polite Literature, and to 
underftand not only the Latin Tongue 
but the Greek, becaufe of the Variety of 
Things which are written in it with great 
Accuracy and Beauty. 


Let him be much converfant in the 
Poets, nor lefs in the Orators and Hitto- 
rians: Let him ufe himfelf to write both 
in Profe and Verfe, efpecially in the Vul- 
gar Tongue: For befide the Pleafure he 
will receive from it himfelf, he will by 
this means never want agreeable Enter- 
tainment for the Ladies, who are gene- 
rally delighted with Amufements of this 
Nature. And if by reafon of his neceflary 
Affairs, or the Poverf\of his Talent, he 
cannot attain to fuch Perféftion as to de- 
ferve Applaufe, let him carefully fupprefs 
them, left he expofe himfelf to Ridicule; 
only he may communicate them to a 
Friend, on whofe Fidelity he can rely, 
For at leaft he will receive this Advan- 
tage from it, that by this Exercife he will 
be able to pals a better Judgment upon 
the Performances of others: It very rare- 
ly happening that thofe who are not exer- 

cifed 





pochi havér dato, oltre al grave date 
no, perpétuo bidfimo a tutti git al- 
tri: © la vera caufa delle noftre 
ruine, della virtu proftrata, fe 
nou morta ne gli animt nofirt, effer 
da quelli proceduta. Ma affai pita 
not farta vergognofo tl publicarla, 
che a Francefi, il non fapeér léttere. 

Pero meglio é& paffar con filéntio 
guello, che finza dolor ricordar non 
fi puo; & fuggendo quefio propéfite, 
nel quale contra mia vogla entrato 
fono, tornar’al noftro Cortegiano: IL 
gual vozlio, che nelle léttere fia pin 
che mediocramente erudito, almeno 
in quefiz fiidit, che chiamamo d’ Hy- 
manita: non folamente della lin- 
gua Latina, ma aucor della Greca 
habbia cognitione, per le molte, & 
varie cofe, che in quella divinamen- 
te fcritte fino. 

Sza verfato ne Poetiz; & non meno 
ne gle Oratori, & hiftorici;  ancor 
effercitato nello firiver verfi, © pro- 
fay maffimamente in quefta noftra 
lingua vulgare: che oltre al conten- 
to, chegh flejjo pighera, per quefto 
mezo non gli mancheran mat piacé- 
voli intertenimenti con “Donne, le 
quali per ordinario amano tali cofe. 
Lt fey o per altre faccende, o per 
poco fiudio, non giungera a tal per- 
fettzone, che i fuoi feritti stano de- 
&ni di molta laude; fia cauto in fup- 
primergh, per non far rider altrur 
dist: © folamente gli mofiri ad amico, 
di chi fidar fi poffa; perche almeno 
in tanto gli giovaranno, che per quel 
ba efercitatione fapra giudicar le co- 
fe @altrus: che in vero rare volte 
interviene, che chi non é affueto & 
Serivere, per erudito cheglhi fia, poffa 
mat conofcer perfettamente le fa 
tiche, & indifirie de’ ferittori ; né 
guftar 








































guftar la doleez2a, %§ eccellénzia de’ 


fiili, §5 quelle intrinfeche avert éntie, 
che fpeffo ft trévano ne gli antichi. 
Lit oltre a cid farannolo quefii fiddii 
copiofo; © come rifpofe Ariftippo a 
quel Tiranno, ardito in parlar ficu- 
vamente Con Ogn uno. 


Voglio ben pero che’l nofiro Corte- 
giano fifo fe tenga nelVanimo un 
Precetto, cid é, che in quefto, & in 
ogni altra cofa fia fempre avertito, 
&3 timido pit prefto che audace; 
guardi di non perfuaderfi falfamente 
di faper quello, che non fa: perche 
da natura tutti fiamo avidt, troppo 
pit, che non ft deveria, di laude: § 
pit amano le orecchie noftre la me- 
lodia delle parole, che ct laudano, 
the gualungue altro fuaviffimo canto, 
© fuono: © pero fpelfo, come voci di 
Szrene, fono caufa dt fommeérgere chi 
@ tal fallace harmonta bene non fe le 
otturd. 

Conofcendo quefio pericolo, fi é tro- 
vato tra gli antichi fapientt chi ha 
feritto libri in qual modo poffa Vhuo- 
mo condfcere 14 vero amico dall’adu- 
latore. Ma quefto che giova; fe mol- 
ti,.anzi infinite fon quelit, che ma- 
nifeflamente compréndono effer adula- 
ti, & pir amano chi gli adila, 
hanno in édio chi dice lor il vero? & 
Spelfo paréndoghi, che chi bauda, fia 
troppo parco in dire, effi medéfimi 
Patitano, di sé ftelfi dtcono tali 
Cofe, che Pimpudentiffimo adulator fe 
me vergogna, 
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cifed in Writing, what Learning foever 
they have, can have any tolerable Notion 
of the Fatigue and Toil of Authors, or 
Tafte the Sweetnefs and Excellency of the 
Style, and thofe internal Beauties which 
are to be difcover’d in the ancient Wri- 
ters. Befides, thefe Studies will make 
him ready, and copious, and able, (as 
Ariftippus anfwer’d the Tyrant) to con- 
verfe with every one with Affurance and 
Safety. 

But there is one Leffon which I would 
efpecially imprint on the Mind of our 
Courtier, which is this, to be conftantly 
upon his Guard in this and all other Ca- 
fes; and to be rather difident than for- 
ward, and to beware of perfuading him- 
felf that he underftands what he is entire- 
ly ignorant of: Becaufe Mankind is by 
Nature too fond of Praife; and our Ears 
are more tickled with the Mufick of 
Words founding to our Commendation, 
than with any other the moft agreeable 
Harmony: And therefore frequently, like 
the Notes of the Syrens, they are the Oc- 
cafion of Deftroying thofe who do not 
ftop their Ears againft fuch treacherous 
Magic. 

Upon Confideration of which Danger, 
fome of the Sages of former Times have 
written Volumes, how to know a real 
Friend from a Flatterer. But to what Pur- 
pofe; when there are fuch infinite Num- 
bers, who tho’ they perceive the Flatte- 
ry, yet carefs the Flatterer, and reject 
the Man of Truth and Sincerity? And 
commonly thinking the Panygerift falls 
fhort of their Merit, they themfelves lend 
a helping Hand to the Cheat, and give 
out fuch Expreffions as the moft impu- 
dent Flatterer wou’d be afham’d of. 
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But leaving thefe blind Wretches to  La/fézamo guefli ciechi nel lorerro- 
their own Delufion, let us endeavour to ve; © facciamo che'l nofire Cortezia- 
form in our Courtier fo good a Judg- uo fia di cosi buon giudtcio, che Wer 
ment, as will not be liable to miftake black /2 laftz dar’ad inténdere il nero per 
for white, nor prefume more upon him- 4 bzauco; née prefuma di sé, fe non 
felf than what he knows there are Grounds 9éanto ben chiaramente conofee ef- 
for, efpecially in thofe Cafes which you fer vero: © maffimamente in quelle 
may remember the Lord Czefar mention’d cofe, che nel {uo kinoco, fe ben have- 
in his Diverfions, and which we have 4 4 Memoria, Meffer Céfare ricor- 
fometimes us’d as an Expedient to difplay 4% che not pit volte havevamo ufate 
fome People’s Folly. But rather to pre- per tnfirumento di far iMmpazzir 
vent his falling into Error, when he is af- morte: anzt per uon errar, fe ben 
fur’d the Praifes given him are true, let conofce le laudi, che date gli fon, 
him not fo openly confent to them, nor ae Bragnes a Fae le confenta cost aper- 
confirm them without fome Contradiction, rae hh eh Senza contradittio- 
but rather with a Sort of Modefty decline faneatenes * ee ie tofto mode- 
them, always declaring that his principal ‘lempre pe ipa bg Set 
Profeffion is Arms, and that other Ac- principal profelfione A a ian ae 
complifhments are confider’d only as they tre buone condition: seve 7” je * 
are ornamental and fubfervient to that; See quelle, % wale Pong 
efpecially when he is in Company with ; Soldati pens be fir steniga B 
military Gentlemen, left he refemble thofe ¢fp ne? iidii view soi Aeegd 
who wou’d feem Warriors among Men J; guerra &3 tra g B Avon on ee 
of Learning, and Scholars among Men of va lether ath Iu guefio modo sig le 
War. After this Manner, for the Rea- TALLONE che havemo dette, fi ; 


. ° > fe Ir a 

fons before mention’d will he avoid Af. 7 : e S58 
a affettatione, 5 le cofe mediocr} 
feétation, and the Meaneft of his Under- if é fe mediocri, 


che fara, parranno Lrandiffime. 
takings will appear very great. 


Peter Bembo replied, I know not ae 
Count Lewis, for ry Reafon you a bo ae Meffer Pietro Lewm- 
:; : sO Conte, come voi vo- 
have this Courtier (whom you have fur- gliate, che quefto Corteciano effendo 
nifh’d with Learning and fet off with ma- Letterato, & con tante ailee aye 
ny other excellent Endowments) reckon qualita, tenga ognt cofa per odie r 
every Thing only as ornamental to Arms, ¢0 dell’arme, © non Lavine: ef reffo 
and not rather his Skill in Arms and o- per oruamento delle léttere - legual; 
ther Qualifications as ornamental to Let- /é#za altra compagnta tanto fon di 
ters? Which without any other Addition dignita all’arme fuperiori, guanto 
are fo much in Dignity fuperior to Arms, 2’aduimo al corpo, per appertenére 
as the Mind is more excellent than the propriamente L’operation a’effe all’- 
Body. Since the Exercife of them pro- @zzmo, cos? come quella dull Pos 
perly belongs to the Mind, as that of @/ corpo. 
Arms does to the Body. 
The Ri of 





Rifpofe allhora il Conte, Anxi 
all’ anim, 5 ab corpo appartiene t’- 
operation dellarme. Ma non voglio 
Meffer Pietro, che vor di tal cadufa 
frate guidice, perché farefte troppo 
fofpetto ad una delle parti. Et ef: 
fendo gia flata quefia difputatione 
lungamente agitata da huémint [api- 
entiffimt, non & bifozno rinovarla ; 
ma io la tengo per diffiuita in favore 
dell’arme: § voglio che’l noftre Cor- 
tegiano, por ch’i0 poffo ad arbttrio 
mio formarlo, effo ancor cosi la efti- 
mt. Lit fe voi fete di contrario pa- 
vere, afpettate dudirne una difpu- 
tation, nella qual cos? fia lécito a chi 
difende la ragione dell’ arme, operar 
Larme, come quelli, che difendon le 
léttere, dperano in tal difefa le me- 
déjime léttere: che fe ogwuno ft va- 
Lera de fuoi infirumenti, vedrete, 
che z letterati perderanno. 

Ah, diffe Mefer Pietro, voi dian- 
zt havete danuati t Franceft, che po- 
co apprezzan le lettére; & detto 
guanto lume di gloria effe méfirano a 
gli hudmini, © come gli facciano im- 
mortalz; © hor pare che habbiate 
mutata fenténtia. Non vi ricorda, 
che 


Giunto Aleffandro a la famofaTomba 
Del fero Achille, fofpirando diffe ; 
O fortunato, che {i chiara tromba 


Lrovafii, & chi di té si alto feriffe! 


Et fe Alefandro hebbe invidia ad 
Achille, non de fuoi fatti, ma della 
fortuna, che prefiato sli havea tanta 
felicita, che le cofe fue féffero cele- 
brate da Homere; comprénder fi pid, 
. che 
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The Countanfwer’d, Nay the Exercife 
of Arms belongs to the Mind, as wel! 
the Body. But I wou’d not have thi 
Caufe determin’d. by your Judgment, left 
you difcover too great a Partiality to one 
Side of the Queftion: And forafimuch as 
this Argument hath been already a lone 
Time debated by the wifeft Men, let us 
not revive it; but take it for granted in 
Favour of Arms; and fince the Courtier 
is to be fafhion’d at my Pleafure,, F will 
have him alfo of the fame Opinion, And 
if you are of a different Judgment, have 
Patience only till you. fee fuch a-Contro- 
verfy, where it will be equally lawful for 
him ‘who is an Advocate for Arms to ufe 
thofe Arms, as for him who ftands up in 
Defence of Letters to ufe the very fame 
Letters, fo that each Side might difpute 
the Point with their own proper Inftru- 
ments, and you would foon perceive Vi- 
ctory to incline to the Side of Arms. 

Oh, reply’d Mafter Peter, you. late- 
ly reprov’d the French for their Contempt 
of Learning, and difplay’d the Glory it 
darts round Mankind, and -how it fens 
ders. them Immortal; and now it feems 


you are of a different Opinion. Don’t you. 


remember thefe Verfes in Petrarcha?. 


When the Pellzan Youth drew near 
Where ftern Achilles lay inurn’d, 
He dropt a tributary Tear, 
And with ambitious Sorrow mourn’d. 
s¢ "Thrice happy Chief! Since Homer’s Mufe 
<¢ Did thy immortal Deeds rehearfe ! 
s¢ "Thrice happy Poet! Who couldit chufe 
«¢ A Theme fo noble for thy Verfe! 


And if Alexander envied Achilles, not fo 
much for his great Exploits, but for his 
Fortune in being fo happy, as to have his 
Actions celebrated by Homer; one may 
from thence conclude;, that he efteem’d 

more 











beseeete 





more the Letters of Homer, than the 
Arms of Achilles. What other Judge 
then, or what other Sentence need we re- 
quire concerning the Dignity of Arms 
and Letters, than what was given by one 
of the moft eminent Commanders we 
meet with in Hiftory? 

I blame the;F'rench, anfwer’d the Count, 
becaufe they think the Study of Letters 
anconfiftent with the Profeffion of Arms: 
Whereas my Opinion is, that Learning 
is more neceflary for a military Perfon, 
than for any other. And with thefe two 
Qualifications united and affifted by each 
other, as it is fit, would I have our Cour- 
tier furnifh’d. Nor do I think this in the 
Jeaft Contradicts my other Opinion; but, 
as I faid, I will not at prefent difpute 
which of them deferves the greateft Praife. 
It fufficeth, that learned Men undertake 
only to celebrate Men of Merit and Fi- 
gure, who have made themfelves eminent 
by Actions that are glorious, and truly 
Praifeworthy, on the Account of thofe 
Genuineand Effential Virtues from whence 
they Spring. 


Befide this, they afford a noble Sub- 


je&t for Writers, which is a great Orna- 


ment, and partly the Caufe of the Con- 
tinuance of Writings, which would not be 
fo valu’d and confider’d, but look’d up- 
on as ufelefs and of {mall Moment, if 
the Excellency and Importance of the 
‘Theme did not recommend them. And 
if Alexander envied Achilles for be- 
ing commended by fo great a Poet, it 
will not thence follow that he fet the Re- 
putation of Letters above that of Arms; 
for had he fuppos’d himfelf as much infe- 
rior to Achilles in Arms, as he thought 
all would fall fhort of Homer in Writing, 

who 
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che eftimaffe pin le lettere d’Homero, 
che Larme da’ Achille. Qual altre 
giudice adunque, 0 qual altra fentén- 
tia afpettate voi della dignita dell’ 
arme, & delle léttere, che guella, che 
fu data da un de pik gran Capitani, 
che mat fia flato? 


Rifpofe allbora il Conte, Io bia: 
Simo 1 Franceft, che eftiman le léttere 
nudcere alla profefion dell arme; e 
vengo, che d wim pin ft comvenga 
lo effer letterato, che ad um huomo di 
guerra: © quefte due conditionz con- 
catenate, Luna dallaltra aiutate 
(ilche & convenientifimo) voglhio che 
stano nel noftro Cortegiano. Né per 
quefto parmi effer mutato d’opinione, 
ma (come ho detto) difputar non vo- 
&li0 gual d’effe fia pid degna di lau- 
de. \Bafia che i letterati quaft 
mat non pigliano a laudare, fenon 
hudmini grandi, & fatti gloriofi; i 
qualt da sé méritano ldude per la 
propria effential virta, donde nafco- 
10. 


Qtre a cio fono nobilifiima maté- 
via de i fcvittori, ilche é grande or- 
namento, °9 im parte caufa di per- 
petuare 2 ferittz; li quali forfe non 
fariano tanto letti, ne apprezza- 
t1, fe mancaffe loro il nédbile fogget- 
10; ma vant, di poco momento. 
Et fe Zlefjandro hebbe invidia ad 
Achille, per effer laudato da chi 
fa; non conchiude perd gueflo, che 
eftimaffe piu le léttere, che Larme: 
nelle qualt, fe tanto fi foffe conofeiute 
lontano da Achille, come nello feri- 
vere eftimava che dovéffero effer da 
Flomero tutti quelli, che di lui fof 
fero per fcrivere; fou certo, che 
molty 








































molto prima baveyia defiderato il ben 
fare ia sé, che zl ben dire in altri. 


Pero guefia credo io che foffe una 
facita laude di sé ftefo, 5 un def- 
derar quello, che haver noua gli pa- 
reva, ¢i0 6 la fuprema eccelléntia 
d'un fcrettore, © non quello che gia 
fi prefimeva haver confecuito; ci0é 
la virti delVarme; nella quale non 
eftimava che Achille punto gli foffe 
fiperire: onde chiamollo fortunato, 
guaft accennando, che fe la fama fua 
per lo snnanzi non foffe tanto cele- 
brata al mondo, come quella, che era 
per cosi divin Poema chiara, & illu- 
fre; non procedeffe, perche il valore 
€ 2 mériti non foffero tanti, e di 
tanta laude degni, mi nafceffe dalla 
fortuna; laquale bavéa parato innan- 
tt ad Achille quel miracolo di natu- 
ra per gloriofatromba dell opere fue; 
 forfe ancor volfe eccitar qualche 
mobile ingegno a firtver di sé, mo- 
firando per quefto dovergl: effer tan- 
to grato, guanto-amava, © venerava 
2 facri monumenti delle léttere: cir- 
ca le quali homai sé parlato a ba- 
flanza. 


Anzi troppo, rifpofe it Signor Lue 
dovico Pio; perché credo che al mon- 
do non fia pofitbile ritrovar un vafo 
tanto grande, che foffe capace di tut- 
Le le cofe, che voi volete che fizano 

_ 4h quefto Cortegiano. 

Allhora il Conte, Afpettate un 
poco, diffe, che molte altre ancodr ve 
ue hanno da éffere. 


Rifpofe 
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who fhould attempt his Character, he 
would undoubtedly much rather have de- 
fired himfelf fhould have excell’d in glo- 
rious Exploits, than another in eloquent 
Encomiumms.. 

In my Opinion, therefore, this was a 
covert Commendation of himfelf, and a 
wifhing for what he believ’d he wanted,. 
the Advantage of an excellent Writer, 
and not for what he thought he had al- 
ready attain’d, viz. military Skill and Cou- 
roge; in which he look’d upon himfelf as 
not inferior to Achilles. And upon this 
Account he fty?’d him happy, intimating, 
that, if his Fame before was not fo 
celebrated in the World, and had’ noc 
that Brightnefs and Luftre which it recei- 
ved from fo divine a Poem, the firft pro- 
ceeded not from any Deficiency of Va- 
lour or Merit, as if it did not deferve 


Commendation, but that the latter was 


purely:the Bleffing of Fortune, in pre- 


paring before-hand Homer, that Miracle” 


of Nature, to record his ¢lorious Actions, 
and perpetuate his Name to Pofterity. 


Nor was it unlikely, but he might intend 


by it to excite fome noble Genius to ce- 
lebrate his own Atchievements, decla- 
ring how agreeably. it would:be to him; 
fince he had fo: great'a Love and Vene- 
ration for the facred Monuments of Let- 
ters; upon which Head we have fufficient- 
ly enlarg’d. 

Nay,. more than fufficiently, anfwer’d 
Ludovicus Pius; for I believe there is 
hardly a Veffel in the Univerfe able to 
contain all the Ingredients you require to 
the Compofition of a Courtier. 


Have Patience a little longer, faid the 
Count, for there are many other F hings 
yet neceflary for him, 


Peter 
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Peter of Naples reply’d, at this Rate 
Craffus de Medicis will have confidera- 
bly the Advantage of Peter Bembo. This 
fet them alla laughing. 


Then the Count, refuming his Dif- 

courfe, faid, You think I am not fatisfied 
with our Courtier, unlefs he be a Matter 
of Mufick: And befide his Underftand- 
ing to play by Book, have Skill likewife 
in Variety of Inftruments. For if we con- 
fider well, there is not a more honett 
and commendable Relief of our Labours, 
and Eafe for our diftemper’d Minds than 
this, when we are at Leifure to attend it. 
And efpecially in Courts, where, befide 
that Refrefhment from Troubles which 
Harmony affords, many Things are un- 
dertaken for the Entertainment of the La 
dies, whofe tender and delicate Breatts 
ere foon foften’d by Mufick, and over- 
come by its Charms and Sweetnels. It is 
not therefore to be wonder’d at, that 
now, as well as in former Times, they 
have ever been addicted to Mufick, and 
efteem’d it an agreeable Entertainment to 
the Mind. 

Gafpar anfwer’d, I think Mufick, with 
many other fuch Vanities, fuitable enough 
for the Ladies, and perhaps for fome who 
have the Refemblance of Men, but are 
not really fuch; who ought not to wea- 
ken and emafculate their Minds to that 
Degree, as to be afraid of Death. 


Say not this, reply’d the Count, for I 
could enter into a wide Sea in the Com- 
mendation of Mufick; and remind you 
in what repute it has been held by the 
Ancients, and look’d upon as facred: 
That it has been the Opinion of the beft 
Philofophers, that the World is compos’d 

of 












































COURTIER. 


Rifpofe Pietro da Napoli, A que- 
fio modo il Graffo de’ Médici havera 
&rau vamtageio da Meffer Pietro 
Bembo. Rife quivi ogn’uno, Grico- 
minciando il Conte. 

Signori, diffe, Havete ad fapére 
ch’i0 non mi contento del Cortegiane 
Segl: non é ancor mifico, & fe oltre 
allo inténdere, & effer ficuro a libro, 
non {2 de varit infirumenti: perche, 
Se ben penfiamo, niuno ripofo di fa- 
tiche € medicina d’animi infermi ri- 
trovar fi puo pin honefla  laudé- 
vole nellocio, che quefia; © maff- 
mamente nelle Cortz, dove oltre al 
refrigério de fafiidii, che ad ogn’u- 
n0 la mifica prefia, molte cofe fa fan- 
uo per fatisfar'alle Donne: gli ani- 
mt delle quali téneri, & molli facil- 
mente fono dal armouta penetrati, 
© di dolcezza ripieni. Perd non 2 
maravigtia fe net tempi antichi, & 
ne prefenti fempre effe flate fono a 
miifiche inclinate, & hanno havute 
quefio per gratiffimo cibo d’animo. 


Althora il SignorGafpar, La mi- 
fica penfo, diffe, che iufieme con molte 
altre vanita fia alle Donne conve- 
niente si, © forfe amcor ad alcuni, 
che hanno fimilitudine ad’ huémini, ma 
non a quelli, che veramente fino: 2 
gualt non déono con delitie effemipa- 
re gli animi,  indurgl: in tal modo 
a teméer la morte. 

Nou dite, rifpofe il Conte, Per- 
ch'io Ventrard in un gran pélago di 
laude della miifica, © ricordard quan- 
to fempre appreffo gli antichi fra fla- 
ta celebrata, & tenuta per cofa fa- 
cra: & fia fiato openione di fapien- 
tiffimi Fildfift, il mondo effer he 

10 








fio di miifica, 8 i cieli nel mudverf 
far harmonia: & Vanima nofira par 
con la medéfima ragione effer forma- 
ta, © pero deflarfi, 8 quaft vivift- 
care le fue virta per la Mifica. Per 
ilehe ft firive Aleffandro alcuna volta 
effer flato da quella cos? ardentemen- 
te incitato, che quafi contra fia vo- 
Glia gle bifoguava levarfi dai convt- 
vit, & cérrere allarme: poi mutan- 
do il Miufico la forte del fuono, mitz- 
garfit,  tornar dallarme a i con- 
VEVIE. 


Et dirévi, il fevero Sécrate gia 
vecchiffimo, havéer imparato a finar 
laCithara. Et ricérdomi haver gia 
intefo, che Platone, & Arifictile vd- 
ghiono, che Vhuom bene inftituito, fra 
ancor mifico: §5 con infinite ragionz 
moftrano la forza della Mifica in not 
Efere grandifiima; & per molte cau- 
fe, che lor faria luugo a dire, dover- 
ft neceffariamente imparar da puert- 
tia, non tanto per quella fuperficial 
melodia, che fi fente, ma per éffere 
fifficiente ad indir in not un nuovo 
habito buono, & un coftume tendente 
alla virta: il guale fa Vanimo pid 
capace di felicita, fecondo che I’e- 
fercitio corporale fa ib corpo pin 
gagliardo. Et non folamente non nuc- 
cere alle cofe civili, © della guerra, 
malo giovar fummamente. 


Licurgo ancéra, nelle fevere fue 
lege, la Miufica approvo. Et léggeft, 
2 Lacedeménii bellicosiffimi , © i 
Cretenfi haver ufato nelle battaglie 
Cithare, & altri inftrumenti molh: 
5 molte eccellentiffimi Capitani anti- 
chi, 
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of Harmony, and that there is Mufick 
in the Motion of the Heavens : And our 
very Souls are fet to the fame Tune, 
whence it is that they are raifed and 
elevated, and all their Faculties revive 
by the Power of Mufick. To this Pur- 
pofe it is recorded of Alexander, that he 
was fo wonderfully tranfported by it, 
that almoft againft his Will he was oblig- 
ed to rife from his Banquet and take up 
Arms: And then on a fudden the Mu- 
fician changing his Note, and ftriking in- 
to a different Tune, would fo becalm 
him, that he would throw by his Arms, 
and return compofed to his Banquet. 


I could inftance too in Socrates, who, 
with all his Gravity, and tho’ far advanced 
in Years, learn’d to play upon the Harp. 
And, if Iremember well, Plato and Ari- 
ftotle make the Underftanding of Mufick 
a neceflary part of a genteel Education ; 
and produce great Variety of Reafons to 
fhew the Power of Mufick over us, and 
to prove the Neceffity there is on many 
Accounts, too tedious to be repeated, of 
being train’d to it from our Childhood s 
not only for that tranfient Pleafure with 
which it entertains the Senfes, but for the 
Tendency it has to infufe Sentiments of 
Goodnefs, and to incline us to Habits of 
Virtue; which renders the Mind more 
capable of Happinefs, even as bodily Ex- 
ercife improves the Strength of the Body. 
Nor is it any Hindrance to Civil or Mili- 
tary Affairs, but rather a Help and En- 
couragement to them. 


Lycurgus, in his fevere Laws, allow’d 
of Mufick. And it Is recorded of the La- 
cedzmonians, who were eminent for their 
Valour, and the Cretans, that they ufed 
Harps and other foothing Inftruments in 
their Wars: And many excellent Gene- 
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rals of former Ages, as Epaminondas, 
addicted themfelves to Mufick. And 
fuch as had no Skill in it, as Themitto- 
cles, were for that Reafon the lefs re- 
garded. 

Do you not remember, that among the 
choiceft Precepts the good old Chiron 
gave to his young Pupil Achilles, whofe 
Education he had the Care of him from 
his Cradle, that of Mufick wasone? The 
wife Tutor would have thofe Hands , 
which were to be deeply dy’d with Tro- 
jan Blood, to be frequently imploy’d in 
playing on the Harp. And what Soldier 
is there who would efteem it a Difgrace 
to copy after Achilles? Not to mention 
many other famous Commanders who 
might be produced on this Occafion? 

Let not therefore our Courtier be de- 
barr’d from Mufick; which not only fof- 
tens humane Minds, but often tames even 
the Savage Brutes; and whofoever has no 
Relith of it, one may juftly conclude, 
that he 1s compofed of Spirits which are 
at Difcord with one another. Confider, 
I pray, what a mighty Influence it has, 
when it prevail’d over a Fifh to convey a 
Man through the Dangers of a tempeftu- 
ous Ocean. 

We may obferve it made ufe of even 
in facred Temples, as an Inftrument in 
returning Praife and Glory to God; and 
we have Reafon to think it is acceptable 
to him, and that his Goodnefs has be- 
f{tow’d it on us as an Eafe to all our La- 
bours, and a Relief to all our Troubles. 
Infomuch that the coarfe rural Song of 
the Peafant deceives his Toils in the Field, 
and abates the Fury of the fcorching Sun. 


With this the rude Country Dame, 
that breaks her Reft, and prevents the 
Day with her Spinning, diverts her 
Thoughts, 


chi, come Epaminonda, havér das 
to pera alla Mifica. Et quelli, che 
non ne fapéano (come Temiftocle) ef- 
fer fiatt molto meno apprezzatt. 


Nin havete voi letto, che delle 
prime difcipline, che infegno 11 buon 
vecchio Chirone nella ténera eta ad 
Achille, igual egli nutri dal latte, 
dalla culla, fila Mifica? Et vol- 
fe wu favio Maefiro, che le mani, che 
havévano a fparger tanto fangue 
Troiano, foffir fpelfo occupate nel fuonr 
della cithara. Qual foldato adun- 
que fara, che fi vergognt dimitar 
Achille, laftiando moitt altri famoft 
Capitant, chio potret addurre ? 


Pero non voghiate voi privar il 
nofiro Cortegzano della Miufica; Ja 
qual non folamente gli animt humaniz 
indoleifce, ma fpeffo le frere fa di- 
ventar manfuete; © chi non la gu- 
fla, fi pud tener certo, chabbia gli 
Spiritt difcordantt Vun dallattro. 
Liccovt quanto effa pud, che gia 
trafe un Pefce a lafciarft cavalcar 
da uw buomo per mezzo iW procellofe 
Mare. 


Quefia veggiamo operarfi ne facri 
Témpit in render laude, & gratie a 
Dio;  credibil cofa é che ella gra- 
ta a lui fia, &§ egli a noi data Vhab- 
bia per dolct{fimo alleviamenuto delle 
fatiche, © feltidit noftri. Onde fpef- 
fo « durt lavoratori de campi fotto 
Lardente Sole ingaunano la lor noia 
col r0z20,  agrefle cantare. 


Con quefio la inculta contadinella, 
che innanzi al giorno a filare, 0 a 


téffere fi leva, dal fonno fi difende, 
© 








& ba fua fatica fa piatdonle. Que- 
fio é giocondiffimo trafiullo dopo Le 
pioggie, 2 venti, le tempefie, at 
mifert marinart. Con gite(ta confo- 
lanfir flanchi pellegrint de 2 nozoft, 
& lunghi viaggs; © fpeffo gli afflitti 
prigioneri delle catene, © ceppi. 


Cosi per macgior argumento, che 
d'ogni fatica, & moléftia humana la 
modulatione, benche tuculta, fia gran- 
diffimo refrigério, pare che la natu- 
ra alle nutrice imfegnata Lhabbia 
per rimédio precipuo del pianto con- 
tinuo de’ ténert fanciutl, 2 quali al 
fuon di tal voce sindicono a ripofa- 
to, placedo Sonno, Seordandofi le 
lacrime cost proprie, 9 a noi per 
prefagio del rimanente della noftra 
Vita i quella eta da natura date. 


Hor quivi tacendo un poco zl Con- 
te, diffe wl Magnifico Fultano: Lo non 
fon gia di parér conforme al Signor 
Ga/par: anzi eftimo per le ragzont, 
che voi dite, per molte altre, ef- 
fer la Mifica non folamente ornamen- 
to, ma neceffaria al Cortegiano. Vor- 
vei ben che dichiarafte in qual modo 
guefia, & Paltre qualita, che voi gli 
affignate, siano da éffere operate, © 
ache tempo, 5 con che maniera: per- 
che molte cofe, che da sé méritano 
laude, fpeffo con Loperarle fuor di 
tempo divéntano inettifime: 9 per 
contrario alcune, che pation dit poco 
momento, ufandole bene, fono pre- 
giate affat. 

Allihora il Conte; prima che a 
gueflo propdfito entriamo, voglio dif- 
fe, ragionar d’un'altra cofa; ta quale 
20, percid che di molta importan- 
za la eflimo, penfo che dat noftro 
Cortegzano per alcun modo non debba 


effer 
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Thoughts, and makes her Labours plea~ 
fant. This 1s an agreeable Amufement to 
the unhappy Mariners when the Winds 


and Storms are abated. With this do the 
Pilerims fupport themfelves under the Fa 
tigue of their tedious Travels; and Pri- 


foners find fome Relief under Chains and 
Fetters. 

And as a ftronger Argument that the 
Sweetnefs of Mufick, though but rude, 
is a great Refrefhment to all our worldly 
Pains and Troubles, one would fuppofe 
that Nature her felf had taught it Nurfes 
for a fpecial Remedy to the continual 
Complaints of Infants, who at the Sound 
of their Voice are lull’d into Sleep and 
Silence, forgetful of their Tears, which 
are fo proper to them, and which Nature 
feems to have given them at that Age as 
a Prelude to their future Life. 

Here the Count making a Paufe, Si- 
enior Julian faid: Iam not of the Lord 
Gafpar’s Opinion, but believe, for the 
Reafons you have given, and for feveral 
others, that Mufick is not only an orna- 
mental, but a neceflary Accomplifhment 
for a Courtier. But I defire you to de- 
clare after what Manner, and at what 
Seafon, this, and the other Qualities you 
affign him, are to be put in Practice: Be- 
caufe many Things in themfelves com- 
mendable, by being exercifed out of Sea- 
fon, become ridiculous: and on the o- 
ther fide, fome Things which feem to be 
of fmall Moment, by a proper and time- 
ly Application, rife into Efteem. 


The Count anfwered; before I under- 
take this, there is one thing more I de- 
fire to mention, which, becaufe in my 
Judgment it appears to be of Importance, 
ought by no means to be omitted by our 
Gourcien: : And that is the Skil] in Draw- 

N 2 ing, 
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ing, and a competent Knowledge in the 
very Art of Limning. Nor think it 
ftrange that I require this Skill in him, 
which in thefe Days is look’d upon as 
mechanical, and little becoming a Gen- 
tleman: For, I remember I have fome- 
where read, that the Antients, efpecially 
all over Greece, were defirous to have the 
Children that were nobly born, train’d up 
to Painting, as an Employment both ho- 
nourable and neceffary : And this was 
receiv’d into the firft Rank of Liberal 
Arts; and afterward Slaves were forbid 
to be taught it, by a publick Edict. 


Among the Romans likewife it was held 
in great Reputation; and hence arofe the 
Sirname of the noble Family of the Fabit: 
For the firft Fabius was firnamed Pictor, 
becaufe he excell’d in the Art of Painting, 
and was fo fond of it, that after he had 
painted the Walls of the Temple of 
Health, he infcrib’d his own Name; as 
fuppofing, though he was defcended from 
fo illuftrious a Family, which was ho- 
nourd with fo many Titles of Conful- 
fhips, and Triumphs, and other Digni- 
ties; and though he was learn’d, and un- 
erftanding in the Law, and number’d 
among the beft Orators; yet, that he 

O 
and give a farther Ornament to his Re- 
nown, if he tranfmitted to Pofterity the 
Remembrance of his being a Painter. 

Nor have there been wanting others of 
noble Families, who have been celebra- 
ted for their Skill this Way ; fromwhence, 
befides that it is in it felf worthy and ho- 
nourable, many Advantages and Emolu- 
ments enfue, efpecially in Time of War, 
to mark out Countries, Sityasions, Ri- 
vers, Bridges, Caftles, and Fortreffes, 

and 


CO UTRFI ER. 


effer lafciata a dietro: © quefio é il 
faper difegnare,  haver cognition 
delV arte propria del dipingere. Neé 
vi maravigliate s10 destdero guefta 
parte; laqual hoggidi forfe par me- 
canica, poco conveniente a gentil’- 
huomo: che ricérdomi havér lJetto, 
che gli anticht, maffimamente per 
tutta Grécia, volévano che i fan- 
culls nobilt nelle fchole alla pittura 
déffero épera, come a cofa honefia, & 
neceffaria: §5 fa quefia ricevuta nel 
primo grado dellVarti liberali: poi 
per piblico Editto vietato, che az . 
fervi non sinfeguaffe. 


Preffo a t Romani ancir shebbe 
zm honor grandifimo; © da quefta 
traffe il cognome la cafa nobilifima 
de’ Fabu: che il primo Fabio fi co- 
guominato Pittore, per effer in effetto 
eccellentiffimo pittore, e tanto dédito 
alla pittura, che havendo dipinto le 
mura del Témpio della Salute, gl? in- 
feriffe iL nome fuo; paréndogli, che 
benche foffe nato in una famiglia cost 
chiara, 5 honorata di tantz tttoli di 
confulati, di triomphi, 6 dalttre di- 
gutta, © foffe letterato, & perito nel- 
le leggi, © numerato tra gli orato- 
v1, poteffe ancor accréfcere [plendore, 
© ornamento alla fama fua, lafciando 
memoria a éffere flato Pittore. 


Nou mancarono ancor molt: altri 
di chiare famighe celebrati in queff 
arte; della qual, oltra che in sé no- 
bilifima, 5 degna fia, fi traggon mol- 
te utilita, © mafimamente nella 
guerra per difegnarPaef, Siti, Fiu- 
mi, Ponti, Rocche, Fortezze, e 
tat cofe: le quali, fe ben nella me- 

moria 











méria ft fervaffero (il che perd eé 
affaz difficile) altrut moftrar non fi 
piffono. 


Et veramente chi non eftima queff 
arte, parmi che molto fia dalla ragio- 
ne alieno: che la machina del mondo, 
che noi veggzamo con Vamplo cielo dt 
chiare flelle tanto fpléndido; © nel 
mezo la terra dat mari cinta, di 
montt, valli, 5 fiumi variata; &5 di 
si diverfi alberi,  vaghi fori, & 
di herbe ornata; dir fi puod che una 
nobile, gran pittura fia per man 
della natura, 5 di Dio compofta. La 
qual cht pud tmitare, parmi effer di 
gran laude degno. Neé a quefto per- 
venir fe pud fenza la cognition di 
molte cofe, come ben {a chi lo prova. 


Perd gh anticht & Varte, 6 gh 
artéfict bavéano in grandiffimo pre- 
gio; onde pervenne in colmo di fom- 
ma eccelléntia. FE di cio affat certo 
argomento pighiar fi puo dalle Statue 
antiche di marmo, & di bronzo, che 
ancor fi véggono: && benche diver fa 
fia la pittura dalla flatuaria; pur L’- 
una,  Valtra da un medéfimo fonte, 
che € il buon difegno, nafie. Ferd 
come le flatue fono divine, cost ancor 
creder fi pud, che le pitture foffero; 
€ tanto piu, quanto che di maggior 
artificio capaci fono. 


_ Allhora la Signora Emilia rivolta 
a Giovan Chrifidforo Romano, che ivi 
coe gli altri fedeva: Che vi pers 
diffe, 
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and other fuch Matters: which, although 
a Man were able to carry them in his 
Memory (which yet is extreme difficult) 
he would, notwithftanding, be at a Lofs 
to reprefent to others. 

And, in my Opinion, whofoever un- 
dervalues this Art, is not guided by Rea- 
fon: Forafmuch as this great Machine of 
the Univerfe, which we behold, with this 
expanded AEther, fo enamell’d with glit- 
tering Stars, and in the Midft of the 
Earth, encompafs’d with Seas, diverfified 
with Hills, and Vallies, and Rivers, a- 
dorn’d with Variety of Trees, and beau- 
tified with Flowers and Herbs, we may 
affirm to be a noble Scheme of Painting, 
drawn out by the Hand of Nature and 
the Deity. Which, whofoever can copy 
after, in my Judgment, deferves the high- 
eft Commendation. Nor can this be at- 
tain’d to, without an extenfive Know- 
ledge of many other Things, as any one 
would be foon fenfible of upon Expe- 
rience, 


Whence, in former Times, both the 
Art itfelf, and the Mafters of it, were 
held in the greateft Efteem, and arriv’d 
to the higheft Excellence. Of this one 
may form a fufficient Argument, from 
the ancient Statues of Marble and Metal 
which remain to this Day. And though 
Painting be a different Art from Statua- 
ry, yet dothey arife from the fame Foun- 
tain, viz. from a good Imagination and 
Defign. And as Statues are look’d upon 
as divine, fo isit credible Pictures would 
be much more; inafmuch as they require 
a more exquifite Skill, and reprefent 
Things more to the Life. 

Upon this, the Lady Emilia addreffing 
her felf to John Chriftopher Romano, 
who fate there among others: What is 
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your Opinion, faid fhe, of this Judgment? 
Will you allow that Painting requires a 
nicer Skill than Statuary? 


John Chriftopher replied, in my Opi- 
Mion, Statuary requires more Labour, 
more Art, and is of greater Dignity than 
Painting. 

The Count anfwered ; becaufe Statues 
are more durable, it may perhaps be af- 
firm’d that they are of more Dignity ; 
fince they are defign’d for Memory, they 
may indeed anfwer that Intent more ef- 
fectually than Pictures. But, befide Me- 
mory, both Painting and Statuary are 
defign’d for Reprefentation and Embel- 
lifhment and in this point Painting hath 
abundantly the Advantage: For although 
it be net of fuch Perpetuity (if-1 may be 
allow’d that Term) as Statuary, yet does 
it continue a long Time, and while it 
does continue, it is much more beaut 
ful. 

John Chriftepher replied, I am perfua- 
ded you do not declare your real Senti- 
aments, but that you fpeak this purely in 
Compliment to your Friend Raphael: Per- 
haps toe you may frame your Notion of 
the Excellency of Painting from that De- 
eree of Perfection you obferve in him, 
which no carving in Marble can parallel. 
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diffe, di quefia feuténtia? conferma- 
rete vor, che la pittura fla capace 
ai maggior artificio, che la flatua- 
ria ¢ 

Rifpofe Giovan Chrifidfore, Io Si- 
gnora eftimo che la flatudria fla di 
pit fatica, dipin arte, § di pin di- 
guitd, che non é la pittura. 

Soggiunfe 21 Conte; per effer Le 
fratue pit durabili, fi potria forfe 
dir che foffero di piu dignita ; per- 
che effendo fatte per meméria, fatif- 
fanno pit a quello effetto, perche fin 
fatte, che la pittura. Ma oltre alla 
memoria, fono ancora, & la pittura, 
& la flatuaria fatte per ornare: & 
wn quefto la pittura é molto {uperio- 
re: laguale fe non é tanto diuturna 
(per dir cosi) come la flatuaria, é 
pero molto longeva, & tanto che dz- 
1a, ¢ affai pid vaga. 


Rifpofe althora Giovan Chriftéfe- 
70, credo 10 veramente che voi par- 
liate contra quello che havete nell’- 
animo, © cid tutto fate in gratia del 
vofiro Rafaello: © forfe ancor pare 
wt, che la eccelléntia, che voi cono- 
fcete in luz della pittura, fia tanto 
Suprema, che la marmoraria non pof- 


But confider this is the Commendation of /a geiingere a quel grado: ma confi- 


the Artift, and not of the Art. 


Then he proceeded, I judge ‘both the 
ene and the ether te be an artful Imita- 
tion of Nature. But I cannot conceive 
how you can affert, that the true and 
proper Imitation of Nature cannot be 
better effected in an Image of Marble or 
Metal, wherein the Members are all ex- 
prefs’d, in fuch full Meafure and Pro- 
portion, as Nature her felf frames them, 

than 


derate, che quefia é laude d’un arté- 
jice, © non dell arte. 

Pot foggiunfe, © a me par ben 
che Puna, © Laltra fia una artift- 
clofa imitation di natura. Ma non so 
kia come poffiate dive che pik non 
fra imitato il vero, & quello proprio, 
che fa la natura in una figura di 
marmo, 0 dt bronzo, nella gual fono 
te membra tutte tonde, formate, & 
mifurate, come la natura le fa, che 

in 











in unatavole; nella qual non fr vede 
altro, che la fuperficie, © que co- 
dori che ingannano gli occhi. Ne mi 
direte gia, che piu propinguo al vero 
non fia Véffeve, che’l parere. Efit- 
mo poi che la marmorarta fia pin dif- 
ficile, perche fe uwerror vi vien fat- 
to, non fi puo pid corréggere: chel 
wmarmo non ft riattacca, ma bifogna 
rifar unaltra figura. IL che nella 
pittura non accade, che mille volte 
fi puo mutare, gidngervt, & fiminuir- 
v1, miglorandola fempre. 


Diffe zl Conte ridendo, 10 non par- 

Jo im gratia di Rafaello, né mt do- 
vele gia riputar per tanto ignoran- 
te che non conofta la eccelléntia di 
Michel’ Angelo, © voftra, e de gli 
altri nella marmoraria; mato parlo 
dell arte, non de gli artéfici. Et voi 
ben dite il vero, che Puna, &5 Laltraeé 
imitation della natura: ma non é 
gia cosi che la pittura appaia, © la 
flataaria fia. Che avenga che le fia: 
tue stano tutte tounde, come il vivo, 
© la pittura folamente fi veda nella 
fuperficte ; alle (latue mancano molte 
cofe, che nou mancano alle pitture , 
© maffimamente i lumi & Lombre ; 
perche altro lume fa la carne, © al- 
tro fa il marmo. Et quejto natural- 
mente tmita il pittore col chiaro, & 
Scuro, pin, © meno fecondo il bifo- 
gno, il che non puo far il marmora- 
vio. Et fe ben il pittore non fa la 
Jigura tonda, fa que mifiuli & 
membri tondeggtanti, di forte, che 
Vanno &@ ritrovar quelle parti, the 
non fi véggono, con tal maniera, che 
beniffimo comprender fi pud, che’l 
pittor ancor quelle conofce, © inten- 
de. 
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than ona plain Canvas, where you per- 
ceive nothing but the bare Superficies, 
and thofe Colours which deceive the Sen- 
fes. Nor may you affirm, that a real 
Being comes not nearer to Truth, than 
only the Appearance of it. Befide, I 
think carving in Marble much more dif- 
ficult, becaufe if you are guilty of any 
Error, it is not fo eafily retrieved; for 
Marble cannot be join’d together, but 
you mult be oblig’d to begin a new Sta- 
tue. The which cannot be affirm’d of 
Painting; where you mayalter, join, and 
diminifh, and: be continually improving 
as you pleafe. 


The Count anfwer’d, laughing; Ifpeak 
not this in Compliment to Raphael, nor 
am I fo ignorant, as not to underftand 
the Excellency of Michael Angelo, of you 
your felf, and of other Mafters in Statu- 
ary; but I fpeak of the Art it felf, and 
not of the Workmen. And you juftly 
obferve, that both the oneand the other, 
is an Imitation of Nature: But then you 
miftake, in faying that Painting has only 
the Appearance, and Carving the Reali- 
ty. For although Images are round, and 
in full Proportion, like the living Pattern, 
and Painting only feems fo in outward 
Appearance; yet are Images deficient in 
many other Things, which Pictures have, 
efpecially the Advantage of Light and 
Shade: For Flefh has quite another Com- 
plexion from Marble. Whereas the Pain- 
ter hits off this exactly, purfuing Nature 
with bright and obfcure, more or lefs, as 
he fees Occafion ; in which the Statuary is 
wholly at a Lofs. And tho’ the Figure the 
Painter draws be not really found, yet he 
gives the Mufcles and Members fuch an 
Appearance of Roundnefs, that they cor- 


ath 
refpond and meet the Parts concealed with 
fuch 














96 
fuch Exaétnefs, as fhews he has a perfect 
Knowledge of them, and underftands well 
how they ought to be. And here he mutft 
be Mafter of another Art, which is fupe- 
rior to the carving thofe Members, ‘that 
of making them contract, and leffen, ac- 
cording to the Proportion of Sight by way 
of Profpective, which, by the Power of 
meafured Lines, Colours, Light and Shade, 
reprefents to you on the Superficies of an 
even Wall, the Plainnefs or Diftance, 
more or lef{s, according to Pleafure. 


Do you fuppofe it likewife fo trifling a 
Matter, to exprefs to you exactly in 
their natural Complexion, Flefh, Cloth, 
and Things of another Colour? This the 
Graver is unable to do; nor can he re- 
prefent that beautiful Vivacity which ap- 
pears in the black or the hazel Eyes, nor 
that Lightning which is darted .by their 
amorous Glances. He cannot defcribe 
the Colour of golden Hair, nor the Splen- 
dor of Armour, nora dark Night, nor a 
tempeftuous Sea, nor the twinkling of 
the Stars, nor a burning City, nor the 
Morning rifing with rofy Bluthes, gilded 
and fhining with Beams of Gold and Pur- 
ple: In fhort, he cannot reprefent the 
Sky, the Sea, the Earth, Hills, Woods, 
Meadows, Gardens, Rivers, Cities, nor 
Houfes ; which the Limner can. 

On which Account, I think Painting is 
a more noble Art, and contains in it more 
exquifite Skill, than Graving in Marble. 
And among the Ancients it was held in as 
great Reputation, and arriv’d toas great 
Perfection, as any other. Which may be 
inferred from feveral Remains of Paint- 
ing, efpecially in fome of the Grottoes at 
Rome. But much more evidently may 
we gather it from fome of the ancient 
Writings; in which there is frequent and 

honou- 
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de. Et a quefto bifogna un'altro ar- 
tificio maggiore in far quelle mem- 
bra, che fcdrtano, &5 diminutfiono a 
proportion della vifta con ragion di 
profpettiva; la qual per forza di li- 
nee mifurate, di colori, di lumi, & 
dombre, vi moftra ancor in una fit- 
perficie di muro dritto, zl piano, el 
lontano, pin meno, come gli piace. 


Parvi poi che di poco momento fia 
la imitatione de i colori naturali in 
contrafar le carni, 2 panni, e tutte 
Paltre cofe colorate? Queftio far non 
puo gia il marmorario; née meno e- 
Sprimere la gratiofa vifia de gli o- 
chi ner?, 0 azzurri, con to Splendor 
di qué raggi amorofi. Now puo mo- 
firare i color de’ capegli flavi; non 
al fplendor dell’arme; non una ofcu- 
ra notte; non una tempefia di mare; 
non que lampi S fuette; now lo in- 
céndio d’una citta; non il nafcere 
dell’ aurora di color di rofe con que’- 
vaggt doro, & di pérpora: non puo 
in fomma moftrare cielo, mare, ter- 
ra, monti, felve, prati, giardini, 
fiumt, citta, née cafe; il che tutto fa 
uw pittore. 


Per quefto parmi la pittura pin 
nobite, {5 pit capace d’artificio, che 
la marmoraria. Et penfo che preffoa 
gli antichi foffe di fuprema eccellén- 
tia, come Laltre cofe. Ilche fi cono- 
jce ancor per alcune piccole reliquie, 
che réfiano maffimamento nelle grotte 
dt Roma. Ma molto pit chiaramente 
ft puod compréndere per i feritti an- 
tichi; ne’ quali fono tante honorate, 
 frequenti mentions 8 delle dpere, 
de z maefiri: & per quelli intén- 
de fi, 




































‘defi, quanto’ foffero appreffo i eran 
Szgnort, le Repibliche fempre ho- 
MV att. 


Perd ft legge che Al- [andro amo 
fommamente ApeHe Lfefio, &5 tanto, 
che havéudogli fatto ritrar nuda 
una [ua cariffima Douna,  inten- 
dendo 11 buon pittore per la mara- 
vightofa bellezza di guella, refarne 
ardentiffimaménute innamorato, fen- 
Za rifpetto alcuno, gliela doud. Li- 
beralita veramente degna da’ Aleffan- 
dro, non folamente donar thefori & 
flati,ma 2 fuori propri affetti, & de- 
fidérit, & fegno dt grandiffimo amor 
ver fo Apelle, non havendo bavuto ri- 
fpetto, per compiacer a lui, di dif- 
piacer & quella donna, che fomma- 
mente amava, la qual creder ft pud, 
che molto fi doleffe di cambiar un- 
tanto Ré con un pittore. 

Narranfi ancor molti altri fegni 
di benivoléntia a’ Aleffandro verfo 
d’Apelle; ma affat chiaramente d:- 
mofiro quanto lo eflimaffe, havendo 
per publico comandamento ordinato, 
che niuwaltro pittore ofaffe far la 
wmagine fua. 

Qui potrei dirvi le contentioni di 
molte nobil: pittori con tanta laude, 
© maravigha quaft del mondo. Po- 
tret dirut con quanta folennita gl’- 
Imperatori antichi ornadvano di pit- 
ture t lor trionfi, ne’ lochi public: 
te dedica'vano, © come care le: com. 
peravani: & che sianfi gid trovati 
alcunt pittori, che donadvano L’opere 
Sie, parendo loro che non baftaffe oro, 
ue argento per pagarle. Et come 
tanto pregiata foffe una tdvola di 
Prothdgene, che effendo Demétrio a 
campo &@ Khodi, 6 poffendo intrar 
dentro 
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honourable Mention both of the Artifts 
and their Performances: Whence we may 
perceive, with what Honour and Regard, 
it has always been diftinguifh’d by Princes 
and Republicks, 

Hence it is recorded of Alexander, 
that he had a particular Affe@tion for A- 
pelles the Ephefian, infomuch, that when 
he had required him to draw a Woman 
naked, whom he loved himfelf, and une 
derftanding that the good Painter was 
deeply fmitten with her Beauty, he, with- 
our any Hefitation, beftow’d her on him, 
A noble Inftance of Generofity in Alex- 
ander, not only to give Treafures and E- 
ftates, but even his own Affections and 
Defires, and a fignal Token of the great 
Kindnefs he bore to Apelles, when, to 
gratify him, he undervalued the Refent- 
ment of the fair one he loved, who. un- 
doubtedly was highly difpleafed to ex- 
change fo great a Monarch for a Painter. 


There are likewife many other Inftan- 


ces of Alexander’s Favour to Apelles ; 
and he plainly difcover’d the extraordi- 
nary Value he had for him, when by a 


publick Edict he forbad any other to at- 


tempt his Picture. 


I could here too recite to you the Con- 
tentions of many excellent Painters with 
the Approbation, and almoft to the Sur- 
prize of the whole World. I could re- 
mind you with what Solemnity the Em- 
perors of former Times adorn’d their 
Triumphs with Pictures, and dedicated 
them in Places of the moft publick Re- 
fort, and at how great Expence they 
purchafed them: And of the generous 
Spirit of fome Painters, who freely be- 
{tow’d their Works, as if no Gold or Sil- 
ver could rife up to their Value. And 

re) that 
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that a Piece of Protogenes was held in 
fuch Repute, that when Demetrius en- 
camped before Rhodes, and might have 
enter’d the City by burning the Place 
where he underftood the Picture was, for 
Fear of deftroying it, he ftay’d to give 
them Battel, and by that means loft the 
City. 

And that Metrodorus a Philofopher, 
andan admirable Painter, was fent for by 
Lucius Paulus from Athens to educate 
his Children, and to embellifh his future 
Triumph. And many excellent Writers 
have treated of this Art; which is Evi- 
dence enough to fhew in what Efteem 
and Reputation it has been: But I will 
proceed no farther upon this Subjedt. 


It is therefore fufficient to fay, that our 
Courtier ought to have fome Skill in 
Painting, fince it is attended with fuch 
Credit and Advantage, and more valued 
in thofe Days, when Men were more emi- 
nent and remarkable for their Courage 
than they are at prefent. And though 
he never reap any other Profit or Pleafure 
from it, (befides the Help it gives him 
to judge of the Excellency of Statues, 
both Ancient and Modern, of Vefiels, 
Buildings, Medals, Gravings, and fuch 
like,) it gives him a better Tafte and 
Knowledge of living Beauty, not only 
in the Sweetnefs of the Countenance, but 
in the juft Proportion of all the Parts, as 
well in Men, as in all other Animals. 

You fee then that the Knowledge of 
Painting is the Occafion of an infinite 
deal of Pleafure: Which they may frame 
fome Guefs of, who view and enjoy the 
Beauty of fome Fair one to that Degree, 
that they imagine themfelves in Paradife; 
and this. without the Knowledge of Paint- 


Ing 5 


dentro appiccandole il foco dalla ban- 
da, dove fapeva che era quella ta- 
vola, per non abbrufciarla, refid dt 
darle la battaglia, &5 cosi non prefe 
la Terra. 


Et Metrodoro Filéfofo, 5 pittore 
eccellentiffimo, effer fiato da gli A- 
thenieft mandato a4 L.Paulo per am- 
maefirargls t figlinolt, & oruargli zt 
trionfo, che a far havea. Et moltz 
ucbili Scrittorz hanno ancor di gue- 
fia arte fcritto; 7b che é affai gran 
fegno per dimofirare in quanta eftt- 
matione ella foffe: ma non voglio che 
in guefto ragionamento pin ct eften- 
diamo. 

Pero bafti folamente dire, che al 
nofiro Cortegiano convienft ancor del- 
la pittura haver notttia, effendo bo- 
nefta 5 utile, © apprezzata in que’ 
tempt, che gl huémini érano di molto 
maggior valore, che hora non fono. 
Et quando mai altra utilita, 0 pia- 
cér non fe ne traheffe, oltra che gio- 
vi a faper giudicar la eccelléntia 
delle fiatue antiche, e moderne, dé 
vafi, dedificit, dt medaglie, di ca- 
met, d’intaglt, e tat cofe; fa cond- 
{cere ancor la bellezza de t corpi vi- 
vi, non folamente nella delicatura 
de’ volti, ma nella proportion ai tut- 
to il refto, cost de gl hudmini, come 
a’ogni altro animale. 


Vedete adungque come Vhaver co- 
gnitione della pittura fia caufa di 
grandiffimo piacere: Et queflo, pén- 
fino guet, che tanto gédono coutem- 
plando le bellexze d’ una Donna, 
che par lor effere in Paradifo, & 
pur uon fan dipingere: ilche fe fa- 
Pel[eros 


















































pefero, barian molto maggior con 
tento, perché piu perfettamente co 


nofcertano quella bellezza, che nel 


cuor géuera lor tanta fatisfattione. 


Rife quivi Meffer Céfare Gonza- 
ga, © diffe, Io gia non fon Pittore, 
per certo sd havéer molto maggior 
piacere di veder alcuna donna, che 
non haria, fe hor tornaffe vivo quel- 
lo eccellentiffimo Apelle, che voi po- 
co fa bavete nominato. 


Rifpofe il Conte: Quefto piacer 
vofiro non deriva interamente da 
quella bellezz2, ma dalla affettione, 
che voi forfe a quella donna portate: 
© fe volete dir il vero, la prima 
volta che vot 2 quella douna mira- 
fie, non fentifie la milléfima parte 
del piacére, che poi fatto havete, 
benche le bellezze folfero quelle me- 
défime. Perd potete compréndere 
guanto pia parte nel piarer voftra 
habbia Paffettion, che la bellezza. 

Non nego guefto, diffe effer Cé- 
fare, ma fecondo che'l piacer nafce 
dalla affettione, cosi Vaffettion nafce 
dalla bellezza: pero dir ft pud, che 
la bellezza fia pir caufa del pia- 
cére. 

Kifpofe 21 Conte, molte altre caufe 
autor fpeffo infiammano gli auimi no- 
firt, oltre alla bellezzas come i co- 
fiumt, il fupére, il parlare, i gefti, 
‘S mill’altre cofes le quali pero a 
qualche modo forfe effe ancor ff po- 
trzano chiamar bellezze, ma fopra 
tutto tl fentirfi effer amato: di modo 
che fi pud anctra fenza quella bel- 
lexza, di che voi ragionate, amare 
ardentiffimamente. Ma quegli amo- 
ri, che folamente nafcono dalla bel- 
lezza, che fuperficialmente vedemo 
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ing; which, had they but acquired, it 
vould mightily enhance their Satisfaction; 
tor then they would more perfeétly un- 
derftand the Beauty, which raifes fuch 
pleafing Tranfport in their Breafts. 

Cefar Gonzaga anfwer’d, Laughing, 
I have no Skill in Painting, and yet I am 
well affured that I conceive more Satif- 
faction in viewing a certain Lady, than 
the excellent Apelles, whom you jutt 
now mention’d, could, if he were now 
living. 

The Count replied: This Delight of 
yours arifes not wholly from her Beauty, 
but from the Affection you bear to her: 
For fhould you freely declare your Mind, 
the firft View you had of her, gave 
you not the thoufandth part of that Plea- 
fure you had afterward, tho? her Beauty 

rere the very fame. Whence you may 
conceive, that your Affection has a great- 


er Stroke in your Pleafure, than her 


Beauty. 


I deny not, faid Cefar, but as the 
Pleafure arifes from the Affection, fo 
the Affection proceeds from Beauty: 
whence it may neverthelefs be afhrmed, 
that Beauty is the Fountain which gives 
Rife to the Pleafure. 

The Count anfwer’d, there are many o- 
ther things, befideBeauty, which attract our 
Affections ; as good Manners, a clear Un- 
derftanding, agreeable Converfation, a 
modeft Behaviour, and a thoufand things 
befide, (which may perhaps in fome Senfe 
be ftyl’d Beauty too) but above all, the 
Affurance a Man has of his being mutu- 
ally beloved: So that without the Beau- 
ty you fpeak of, a Perfon may have his 
Paffions moft deeply engaged. But that 
Affection, which arifes from the obferv- 
ing fuperficial Beauty, will undoubtedly 
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give a higher Relifh to the Pleafure of 


him, who has more Judgment therein, 
than. to another who-has lefs. 

To return. therefore to our Point: I 
believe Apelles conceived a far greater 
Tranfport in beholding the Beauty of 
Campafpe, than. Alexander; for one may 
eafily fuppofe the Affection of both pro- 
ceeded from her Beauty: And this Rea- 
fon, perhaps, determin’d Alexander to 
refign her into the Hands of him, whom 
he imagined:to have a more exquilite and 
perfect Knowledge of her. 


{ 


Have you never read- of the five 
Daughters. of Croton, whom out of a 
whole Nation the Painter Zeuxis felect- 
ed, to frame from all five but one Copy, 
which he intended for a Mafterpiece of 
Beauty;, who were celebrated by many 
Poets, as thofe who bore away the Prize 
in hisJudgment, who was allow’d to have 
the moft elegant Tafte of Beauty? 


Here Cefar declaring himfelf mot fa- 
tisied, nor willing by any means to allow 
that any other could perceive that exqui- 
fite SatisfaCtion he himfelf felt in behold- 
ing the Beauty of a certain Lady: But as 
he was preparing to reply, on a fudden 
there was heard a great Sound of Tramp- 
ling on the Floor, and.a Noife of much 
Speaking. When all the Company, look- 
ing round, faw at the Chamber Door a 
Light of Torches, and immediately en- 
ter’d the Lord General with a great and 
noble Train, who were then return’d from 
attending the Pope a part of his Journey : 
At his firft Entrance into the Palace, de- 
manding how the Duchefs was employ’d, 
he had been inform’d what Diverfion 
they were. engaged in that Night, and 
how the Charge of difcourfing concern- 


ing 
Ku 


ne i-corpi, fenzadubbio daranno mol: 
to maggior piacére a chi pin la cone- 
feera, che a che meno. 

Pero tornando atl nofiro propéfito, 
penfo che molto pin godeffe Apelle,. 
coutemplando la bellezza di Campa- 
Spe, che non faceva Aleffandro; per- 
che facilmente ft puo crédere, che 
Pamor delVuno © dell’altro derivaf- 
fe folamente da quella bellezza: & 
che deliberaffe forfe ancor Aleffandro 
per quefio rifpetto donarla a chi gli 
parve, che pid perfettamente cono- 
Scer la poteffe. 

Noun havete vst letto,.che guelle 
conque fanczulle da Crotone, le guali,. 
tra Valtre di quel pépols eleffe Zeufi 
pittore, per far de tutte cingue una 
fola figura eccellentifima di béllez- 
2a, furono celebrate da molti Poetz, 
come quelle, che per belle érano flate 
apprivate da colus, che perfettiffime 
gindicio di bellezza haver dove: 
va é 

Quivi moftrande Meffer Céfare non: 
refiar fodisfatto, ne voler confentir 
per modo. alcuno che altri, che effe: 
medéfimo, poteffe gufiar quel piace- 
re, chregls fentiva di contemplar la 
bellezza d’una donna, ricominciod a 
dire: ma in quello Sudi un gran 
calpeftrare di piedt. con ftrépito- di 
parlar alto. Et cosi rivolgéndofiogn’- 
uno, ft vidde alla porta della flanza 
comparire un {plendor di torchi, & 
fibito dietro giunfe con molta, & no- 
bil compagnia,. ib Signor Prefetto ; ; 
tl qual ritornava havendo accompa- 
gnato il Papa una parte del camino: 
 gza allo entrar del Palazzo diman- 
dando cio che faceffe. la Signora Du- 
cheffa, baveva inte/o di che forte.era 
zt gioco di quella fera, &’l cavico im- 
Pofio al Conte Lodovico dt parlar del- 

bi 






































fa Cortegiania: pero quanto pin gli 
era pofstoile, fludiava il paffo per 
gidinugere a tempo dudir qualche co- 
fa. Coss. fibito fatto riveréntia al- 
la Signora ‘Duacheffa, 5 fatto feder 
glialtrt, che tutti in piedi, per la 
venuta fia, Sérano levati, ft pofe an- 
cor effo a feder nel cerchio con alcuni 
de’ fitot gentiVhudmint, tra i quali 
érano 14 Marchefe Phebus,  Girar- 
dino fratelli da Ceva: Meffer Hettor 
Romano, Vincentio Calmeta; Hovra- 
tio b'lérido, 5 molti altri: & frando 
ogw'un fenza partare, tl Signor Pre- 
fetta diffe. 

Signori, troppo nociva farebbe fia- 
ta la venuta mia qui, 10 haveffi im- 
pedito cosi bet ragionamenti, come 
fiimo che fian quelli, che bora tra 
vor paffavano: Perd non mi fate 
guefia ingiuria di privar voi fleffi, 
© meé dt tal piacere. 

Rifpofe althora il Conte Lodovico : 
Anz Signor mio, penfo che l tacer 
a tutti debba effer molto pid grate, 
che'l parlare: perché effendo tal fa- 
tita a me pitt che a gk altri quefta 
fera toccata, horamai wha flanco di 
dire, credo tutti gle altri a’ afcol- 
tare; per non effere flato tl ragiona- 
mento mio degno di quefia compagnia, 
né baftante alla grandezza della ma- 
téria, diche io haveva carico: nella 
guale havendo io poco fatisfatto a me 
fiefo, penfo molto meno haver fatif- 
fatto ad altruz. Pero a voi Szgnore 
e flato ventura tl giungere al sine; 
S buon fara mo dar Vimprefa di 
quello, che refla, ad un’altro, che 
fuccedanel mio loco: percio che, gua- 
lunque egli fi fia, sd che fe portera 
motto meglio, chie non farei, fe pir 
Seguitar volefii, efendo horamai fian- 
60,. come fona, 

Now 
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ing the Courtier was committéd to Count 
Lewis: Upon whichhe made all the Hafte 
he could to hear fome of the Debatez 
And after he had paid his Compliments 
to the Duchefs, and-the Company was a- 
eain feated, who-rofe at his Entrance, he 


fate down in the Circle with them, and- 


feveral of his chief Attendants, among 
which were the Marquis Phoebus, and 
Ghirardin of Ceva, Brethren; Matter He- 
ctor of Rome, Vincent Calmeta, Horace 


Floridus, and many others: And, when ®* 


all was filent, the Lord General.fpoke toe 


this Efect. 


Gentlemen, my coming would be pre- 
judicial, fhould it be any Hindrance to 
that good Converfation you were now en- 
gaged in: I beg therefore you will not in- 


jure me fo much, as to deprive both your. 


felves and me of fo great a Satisfaction. 


The Count anfwer’d: I. believe, Sir’ 


Silence is:more acceptable to all Par- 


ties,.than Speaking: For fince it’ has‘ 
been my efpecial Province this Night to” 


manage the Debate, Iam now my felf as 
much:tired in Speaking, as I fuppofe the 
reft are in Hearing; becaufe my Difcourfe 
has been ‘unworthy this Company, and 
not equal to the Importance of the Sub- 
ject I was charg’d with: wherein, fince I 


have given fo little Satitfaction to: my felf, . 


I may well be fuppofed to have given lefs 
to°others.. Upon which. account, Sir 
you are very happy in coming. thus 
at the Conclufion; and it will be very 
proper to put what remains: into’ the 
Hands of fome other who may: fucceed in 
my Room; for whoever he is, I am per- 
fuaded he will acquit himfelf with better 
Succefs than I fhould, if I.;were now to pre- 
ceed after fo great.a Fatigue. - 


Twill: 








TOz 

Iwill byno means fuffer our felves, faid 
Julian, to be difappointed of the Promife 
you made us; and I am well perfuaded, 
the Lord General will not be difpleafed to 
be inform’d in what is yet behind. 


And what Promife was that, faid the 
Count? Julian replied, To explain to us 
in what manner the Courtier ought to 
ufe thofe good Qualifications, you fay, 
it is proper he fhould be furnith’d with. 


The Lord General, tho’ exceeding 
young in Years, had yet more Knowledge 
and Difcretion than could be expected 
from fo tender an Age; and in all his Be- 
haviour difcovered a Noblenefs of Mind, 
and a certain Vivacity of Wit, which gave 
early Omens of that extraordinary De- 
gree of Honour and Virtue, to which he 
afterward afcended. 

Wherefore he immediately replied: If 
all this remains yet to be difcourfed of, I 
think Iam come very opportunely ; for 
being inform’d of the moft agreeable 
Manner in which the Courtier ought to 
ufe his good Qualifications , I fhall learn 
alfo what they are, and by that means 
come to the Knowledge of what has hi- 
therto been under Debate. Delay not 
therefore to pay the whole Debt, fince 
you have already difcharged fo great a 
part of it. 

I fhould not, anfwer’d the Count, have 
fo great a Debt yet to difcharge, if the 
‘Tafk were equally divided: but the Fault 
has been, in giving the Authority of 
Commanding to a Lady who is too par- 
tial; and then fmiling, he look’d upon 
the Lady Emilia. 

Who immediately replied, You have 
little Reafon to complain of Partiality , 
yet fince you do it againft Reafon, we 

will 
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Non fopportard io, rifpofe il Ma- 
gnificoGiuliano, per modo alcuno effer 
defraudato della promeffa, che fatta 
mhavete; & certo sd, che al Signor 
Prefetto ancir non difpiacera lo in- 
tender quefta parte. 

Et qual promefja, diffe il Conte 2 
Rifpofe il Magnifico, di dichiararci 
zn qual modo habbia il Cortegiano da 
ufare guelle buone conditiont, che 
voi havete detto, che convententi gli 
ono. 

Era il Signor Prefetto, benche di 
eta puerile, fapito, e diftreto pin, 
che non pareva, che sapparteneffe a 
4 anni ténert; & in ogni (no movi- 
mento monftrava con la grandezza 
dell’ animo, una certa vivacita dello 
zngeguo, vero prondfiico dello eccel- 
lente grado di virti, dove pervenir 
doveva. 

Onde fibito diffe: Se tutto quefto 
a dir refla, parmi effer affai a tempo 
venuto ; perche intendendo in che mo- 
do dee iL Cortegiano ufar quelle buone 
conditint, intenderod ancéra quali ef- 
fe stano, & cosi verro a faper tutto 
quello, che in fin gui é flato detto. 
Pero non rifiutate Conte di pagar 
quefto débito, d’una parte del quale 
Lia fete ufcito. 


Non harei da pagar tanto débito, 
rifpofe it Conte, fe le fatiche foffero 
pia egualmente divife: ma lo errore 
é ftato, dare autorita di comandare 
ad una Signora troppo partiale: & 
cost ridendo fi volfe alla Signora E- 
milia; la quale fibito diffe. 

Della mia partialita non dourefte 
voi dolervi; pir, poi che fenza ra- 
Sion lo fate, daremo una parte di 

quefto 








quefio honor, che voi chiamate fati- 
ca, aduwaltro; & rivéltafi aMeffer 
Federico Fregofo, Voi, diffe, propo- 
ucfte il gioco del Cortegiano, perd é 
ancor ragionévole, che & voi tocchi 
ti dirne una parte: & quefio fara il 
fatisfare alla domanda del Signor 
Maguifico; dichiarando in qual mo- 
do, 5 maniera, & tempo il Cortegi- 
no debba ufar le fue buone conditio- 
nt, 5 operar quelle cofe, che’l Con- 
te ha detto, che gli convien fapére. 


Allbora Meffer Federico: S7gno- 
va, diffe, wvolendo voi Separare il 
modo, et tempo, &5 la maniera delle 
buone conditioni, &5 ben operare del 
Cortegzano, volete feparar quello, 
che feparar non fi pub: perche que- 
fie cofe fon quelle, che fanno Le con- 
ditioni buone, & Voperar buono. Pe- 
rd havendo il Conte detto tanto, & 
cost bene, © ancor parlato qualche 
cofa di quefte circonftantie, & prepa- 
ratofi nell’ animo il refto che egli 
haveva @ dire, era pir ragionévole, 


che feguitaffe in fin al fine. 


Rifpofe la Signora Emilia, fate 
voz conto d’éffere il Conte, © dite 
quello, che penfate che effo direbbe, 
© cost fara fatisfatto al tutto. 

Diff allbor zl Calmeta, Signori, 
pot che Vhora é tarda, accid che Mef- 
Ser Federico non habbia eftufatione 
alcuna di non dire cid che fa, credo 
che fia buono differire il refto delra. 
Sionamento a domani, S quefto po- 
9 tempo, che ci avanza, fi difpenft 


tn qualche altro piacer fenza ambi- 
tione. 


Ccsé 
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2, 
will put part of this Honour, which you 


call a Burden, into other Hands; and 
turning her felf to Frederick Frego- 
fo, you, faid fhe, propofed this’ En- 
tertainment of the Courtier, and it is 
therefore reafonable you fhould have fome 
Share in the Debate upon it: Which fhalt 
be to ‘fatisfy Julian’s Requeft in de- 
claring after what manner, and in what 
Seafons the Courtier ought to prattife his 
good Qualifications, and thofe other 
Things which the Count fays it is conve- 
nient he fhould be inftruéted in, 

Frederick anfwer’d: Madarn y where 
you will feparate the Manner, and Seafon 
for the Exercife of the good Qualifica- 
tions, and the good Behaviour of the 
Courtier, you will divide what cannot be 
divided: For thefe are the Things which 
form the good Talents and Qualifications 
of the Courtier, and make the Exercife 
of them good. Since therefore Count 
Lewis has enlarged fo much and {0 welk 
upon this Subject, and alfo faid fome- 
thing concerning thefe Circumftances, and 
prepared in his Mind what he had farther 
to fay, it is but reafon he fhould proceed, 
till he come to the Conclufion. 

The Lady Emilia replied; It is but 
fuppofing your felf to be the Count, and 
faying what you imagine he would fay, 
and all will be well. 

Then Calmeta faid, Gentlemen, fince 
it is now late, that Signior Frederick 
may have no Excufe from declaring all 
his Knowledge, I believe it were better 
to poftpone the Remainder of this De- 
bate, and*beftow what Time is left on 
fome Diverfion, in which there is no Con- 
troverfy. 


Which 
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Which being on all hands agreed to, 
the Duchefs commanded the Lady Mar- 
garet and the Lady Conftance Fregofa to 
give them a.Dance. Immediately upon 
this Barlette, a pleafant Mufician, and 
an excellent Dancer, who conftantly fup- 
plied the Court with Mirth and Pleafan- 
try, began to {trike up with his Inftru- 
ments, and they Hand in Hand gave 
them a Dance, with an exceeding good 
Grace, to the great Satisfaction of all the 
Spectators. Which being ended, becaufe 
the Night was far advanced, the Duchefs 
rofe, and every one paying their Refpect 
to her, they all retired to their feveral 
Apartments. 


The End of the firft Book. 


The COUR TTER. 





Cosi confermando ogn’uro, impofe 
la Signora Ducheffa a Madonna Mar- 
gherita,  Madouna Coftanza Fre- 
gofa che danzaffero. Onde fiubito 
Barletta, mifico piacevolifimo, © 
danzator eccellente, che fempre tut- 
ta la Corte teneva in fefta, comincto 
a fonar i {uot inftrumenti, © effe 
préfefi per mano,  havendo prima 
danzato una bafa; ballarono une 
Roegarze con efirema gratia, & fim- 
gular piacer di chi le vide. Poi; 
perché gia era paffata gran pezza 
della note, la Signora Ducheffa fi le- 
vo in piedi; © cosi ogw’uno riveren- 
temente prefa licéutia, fe ne anda- 
vouo a dormire. 


li Fine del Libro Prime. 





















IL 


CORTEGIANO, 


DEL 


Conte Baldaffar Cajfizglione, 


A 


M. Atronso Arrosto. 


Lispro If. 


SON fenza maraviglia ho 
fa pitt volte confiderato , onde 

S| wafca un errore; tb quale, 
=e 5 percid. che univerf{almente 
ne vecchti fi vede, creder fi pud, che ad 
effi fia proprio, 5 naturale:  que- 
fio é, che quafi tuttz laudano z tempt 
pafati, 5 biafimano 2 prefentt, vs- 
tuperando le attioni, e 2 modi nofiri, 
& tutto quello, che effi nella lor guo- 
venth non facévano: Affermando an- 
cor ogut buon cofiume, buona ma- 
nieva di vivere,ogni Vitti; in fomma, 
ogni cofa andar fempre di malin 
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oe Have often, not withoutWon- 
zs der, reflected, whence an Er- 
mI ror could arife; which one 
“ would be apt to think natural 
to old Men, fince found in fo many ; 
viz. that they almoft univerfally applaud 
the Times paft, and blame the prefent; 
cénfuring thofe Modes and Pradtices with 
which their younger Years were not ac- 
quainted ,; lamenting the Decline of Vir- 
tue, the Degéneracy of the Age, the 
Change of all Things from bad to worfe, 
Now it feems a moft unreafonable thing, 
and what we canhot but be furprized at, 
P that 
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that an advanced Age, fuch as from its peggio. Et veramente par cofa molto 


great Experience is wont in other Mat- 
ters to pafs the trueft, the moft exact 
Judgment, fhould in this fo err, as not 
to perceive, that if the World daily grew 
worfe, if the Parents were generally bet- 
ter than their Children, we fhould long 
e’er this have arrived at the higheft Pitch 
of Vice, at a State, a worfe than which 
would be impoffible. Yet this Error we 
find, not only in our own, but alfo in an- 
cient Times, prevailing over Perfons of 
the Age we fpeak of: As is evident from 
many of the ancient Writers, and particu- 
Jarly the Comick, who give us a better 
Idea of humane Life than any other. 


The Reafon of this wrong Judgment I 
take to be, that our Years, as they pafs, 
carry away with ’em many of the Com- 
forts of Life, and particularly occafion 
fuch a Decreafe of the Animal Spirits, as 
effects a Change in our Conftitution, and 
renders all thofe Organs weak through 
which the Soul exerts its Operations. 
Whence the fweet Flowers of Delight fall 
at that time of Life from our Hearts, as 
Leaves fall from the Trees in Autumn, 
and inftead of gay and chearful Thoughts, 
a Train of dark and melancholy Appre- 
henfions poffefs us, our Minds difcover- 
ing a Weaknefs great as what we find in 
our Bodies: All that remains of our paft 
Pleafures, is the Remembrance of the 
dear Time when they were enjoy’d, which 
feems fuch to us, as if Heaven, Earth, 
and univerfal Nature, had then put on 
their beft Array, and afforded us the En- 
tertainment of a delightful Garden, a- 
dorn’d with all the Beauties of the Spring. 

Hence 


aliena dalla ragione, © degna di ma- 
raviglta, che Leta matura, la qual 
con la lunga efperiéutia fuol far nel 
refto tl giudtcio de gli huémini pit per- 
fetto, in quefto lo corrompa tanto, 
che non fi avéggano, che fel mondo 
Sempre andaffe peggiorando, & chez 
Padri foffero generalmente migliori 
che t figliuoli ; molto prima che hora 
faremmo giunti a quell’ iltimo grado 
di male, che peggiorar non puod. Et 
par vedemo, che non folamente a i 
di nofiri, ma ancor ne tempi paffats 
fu fempre quefio vitio peculiar di 
quella eta: Ilche per le fcritture dz 
moltt Autori antichifimi chiaro fr 
comprende, 5 maffimamente de i Cé- 
mict, 2 quali pin che gle altri efpré- 

meno la imagine della vita humana. 
La caufa adunque di quefta falfa 
Opinione ne 2 vecchi, eftimo 10 per me 
ch’ella fia, perche gli anni fuggendo 
fe ne portan feco molte commodita; e 
tra Valtre lévano dal fangue gran 
parte de gli fpiriti vitali, onde ta 
compleffion fi muta, 5 divengon dé- 
bilt gli Organi; per t quali lV dnima 
Opera le fue virtd. Pero de z cuore 
nofirt in guel tempo, come allo Au- 
tunno le fogglie de gli albert, caggio- 
u0 2 foavi fiort di contento, nel Lo- 
co de z ferent, © chiari penfieri, en- 
tra la nubilofa e térbida triftitia di 
mille calamita accompagnata, dimo- 
do che non folamente il corpo, ma 
Lanimo ancora é infermo: neé de zt 
pala: piacéri riferva altro, che una 
tenace memoria, © la imagine di quel 
caro tempo della ténera eta, nella 
quale quando ci ritrovamo ci pare che 
Sempre il Cielo, & la terra, & ogni 
cofa faccia fefla, 5 rida intorno a 
&hi occhi nofirz: S nel penfiero, come 
it 





én un delitiofo & vago Giardino fio- 
yifca la dolce Primavera d@’allegrez- 
za. Onde forfe faria utile, quando 
gia nella fredda flagione comincia it 
Sole della nofira vita, fpogliandocs 
di quei piacért, andar fene ver fo L’oc- 
cafo, pérdere infieme con effi ancor la 
lor memoria, e trovar (come diffe Te- 
miftocle) uwarte, che a fcordar in- 
fegnaffe: perché tanto fono fallaci 2 
fenfe del corpo nofiro, che fpeffo in- 
gannano ancora tJ giudicio della men- 
ee. 

Perd parmi che i vecchi szano al- 
Ja condition di quelli, che parténdoft 
dal porto, tengou gli occht wm terra, 
& par loro che la Nave fita ferma, 
& la Riva fi parta: © pur eé tl con- 
trario, che il porto, S medefimamen- 
te il tempo, i piaceri réfiano nel 
fuo fiato, not con la Nave della 
mortalita fuggendo n andiamo l'un do- 
po Laltro per quel procellofo mare, 
chogni cofa afforbe, e divora, née mat 

pit ripigliar terra ci é couceffo; an- 
wt fempre da coutrarit venti combat- 
tuti, al fine in qualche fcoglo la 
Nave rompemo. 

Per effer adunque l’animo fenile 
fubvetto difproportionato a molt: pia- 
cért, guflar non gli puod. Et come at 
febricitanti,guando daivaporicorrottt 
hanno tl palato guafto, patono tutti z 
vini amariffimi, benche pretiofi  de- 
licatt stano: cosi a ivecchi per la loro 
indifpofitione, alla quale pero non man- 
ca tl defidério, paiont piaceért tustpidt, 
 freddi, 5 molto differenti da queltt, 
che gia provati haver ft ricordano, 
benche 2 piacéri in sé stano i medéft- 
mt. Pero fenténdofene privi, fi dol- 
gono, © biafimano il tempo prefente 
come malo, non difcernendo, che quel- 
la mutatione da sé, © non dal tem- 
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Hence perhaps it were to be with’d, that 
in that cold Seafon, when the Sun of our 
Life is in his Decline, we might lofe at 
once the Senfe of Pleafure and its Re- 
membrance, and that we knew Themiito- 
cles’s Art of Forgetfulnefs; becaufe the 
Senfes of our Bodies are fo eafily decei- 
ved, as to miflead the Determinations of 


the Mind, 


I cannot therefore but regard old Meni 
as in the fame Condition with them, whd 
fixing, as they fail out of a Haven, their 
Eyes on the Shore, think it to move, 
and the Veffel they are in, to ftand ftll: 
When on the contrary, the Shore, like 
the Time, keeps its fettled State, and we 
in the Bark of Mortality, are each after 
the other carried with a brifk Gale 
through that ftormy Sea which devours all 
things, nor find it ever in our Power to 
regain the Haven; but always tofs’d by 
the Fury of the Winds, have our Veffel 
dafh’d at length againft a Rock and {plit. 


That the Minds then of the aged know 
not a Relifh of many Pleafures, is, be- 
caufe they are not proper Subjects for 
them. As it is with one in a Fever, to 
whofe vitiated Palate the moft delicate 
Wines appear infipid and difagreeable : 
The very fame it is with thofe in the De- 
cline of Life; they feel an Inclination for 
Pleafure, yet whatever they purfue they 
find taftlefs, flat, and quite different from 
what they had formerly enjoy’d, though 
the Nature of the Pleafure continue ftill 
the fame. Difappointed thus, they grieve 
and lay the Fault on the Times, as if 
they were grown worfe; never perceiving 
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108 
the Change to be in themfelves, not the 
[imes.. Qn the other hand too, reflec- 
ing on the Pleafures pafs’d, they reflect 
likewife on the Time when they enjoy’d 
them, and commend it as feeming to car- 
ry with it a Tafte of what they felt in it 
when prefent. The Truth is, we. ever 
entertain an Averfion to all thofe things 
which have accompanied our Uneafy- 
neffes, as we doan Affection to whatever 
has attended our Joys. 


Hence it is that a Lover often views 
with Pleafure a Cafement when fhut, and 
this, becaufe he has at fome time feen his 
Miftrefs there ; fo likewife a Ring, a Let- 
ter, a Garden, any Place or Thing that 
has been a Witnefs to his Happinefs, On 
the contrary, an Apartment deck’d with 
all that can make. it gay and delightful, 
fhall be the Abhorrence of him who has 
fuffer’d Imprifonment, or any other Unea- 
finefs in it. I my felf have known fome 
that. could never drink out of. any thing 
which bore a Refemblance to what, they 
had formerly taken Phyfick in. For as 
the Cafement, Ring, or Letter, recall’d 
to the one the dear Remembrance of 
what had fo much delighted him, feem- 
ing a part of what had given him Plea- 
fare: Sothe very Place or Veffel are re- 
garded by the other, as bringing with 
them the Imprifonment or Difeafe. Ona 
Foundation like this, I believe itis, that 
the advanced in Age applaud the patt 
Time, and inveigh againft the prefent. 


Agi eeable to the Sentiments they have 
of other Things, are thofe which they en- 
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tertain of Courts; afferting, that fuch as 
they were formerly acquainted with, had 


much 
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po procede. Et per contvario, recan- 
dofi a memoria 1 paffate piacért, ft 
arrécano ancora il tempo, nel quabe 
havuti gli hauno, © pero lo lauda- 
no come buono; perché pare che fe- 
co porti un odore di quello, che im ef- 
fo fentivano, guando era prefente. 
Perche in effetto,gli animi nofirs ban- 
0. in odio tutte le cofe, che fiate fo- 
no compagne de nofiri difpiacért, 
amano quelle, che fiate fouo compa- 
ne de 2 piacere. 

Onde accade, che ad uno amante e 
carifimo talbor vedere una finefira, 
benchechiufa, perche alcunavolta gut- 
vi haura havuto gratia di contemplar 
la fua donna: medefimamente vedere 
un anello, una léttera, un giardino, 0 
altro loco, 0 qual ft voglia cofa, che 
gli paia effer flata confapevol tefiimd- 
nio de’ fuori piacéri. Et per lo coutra- 
rio, {peljo una camera ornatifima & 
bella, fara noiofa a chi dentro vi fia 
ftato prigione, 0 patito v habbiaqual- 
che altro difpiacére. Et 10 ho gia cono- 
fciuto alcunt, che mai Hon. bevertano 
in un vafo simile a quello, nel quale 
git haveffero, effendo mfermt, prefo 
bevanda medicinale. Perche cosi co- 
me quella finefira, 0 Panello, 0 la 
léttera, all’uno rapprefenta la dolce 
memoria, che tanto gli diletta, per 
parergli che quella gia foffe una 
parte de’ fiot pracéri: cosi all’altro, 
la. camera, ol vafo par che iufieme 
con la membria rapport: la imprmita 
0 la prigionta. Quefia medéfima ca- 
gidn credo, che muova 2 vecc bi a lau- 
dare il paffato tempo, e biafimare it 
prefente. 

Perd come delrefio, cosi parlano 
aucor delle Corti; affermando quelle, 
di che effi hanno meméria, effer fate 
molto pit eccellenti, 8 piene d’hud- 
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mini fingulari, che nou fon quelle, 
che hoggidi veggzamo. Et fubito, che 
occérrono tai ragionamentz, COMENCIA- 
no ad efidllere com infinite laudi 2 
Cortegiaut del Duca Filippo, overo 
del Duca Borfo, © narranoz detti di 
Nicolo Piccinino; 5 ricérdano, che 
in guei tempi nox ft fartatrovato, fe 
non ravifime volte, che fi f fe fatto 
an bomictdir; © che now érano com- 
battimenti, non instdie, nou tngannt: 
ma una certa bouta fidele, 9 amoré- 
vole tra tutti, una ficurta leale: ©§ 
che nelle Corti allbor reguavano tan- 
ti buoni coftumi, tanta bonefia, che t 
Cortegiant tutti érano come religiofi: 
& guai a quello che haveffe detto una 
mala parola all’altro, 0 fatto pir un 
fegno men che honefio verfo una don- 
ua. Et per lo contrario, dicono in 
guefti tempi effer tutto Loppdfito: & 
che non folamente tra it Cortegiant é 
perduto quell amor fraterno, quel 
viver coftumato, ma che nelle Corte 
non régnano altro che invidie,  ma- 
Livoléutie, matt coftumt, 5 diffolutz/- 
fima vita in ogni forte dz viti; le 
doune lafcive fenza vergogna; gli 
hudmine effeminati. “Ddnnano ancora 
z veftimenti, come difbonefiz, e trop- 
po molli. In fomma, ripréndono, inft- 
nite cofe, tra le qual: molte veramen- 
te méritano riprenfione: perchée non 
fi puod dir che tra noi non stano molte 
malt hudmini, §5 fceleratz, © che 
guefia eta noftra non fia affat pin co- 
piofa.di vttit, che quella che effi lau- 
dano. 


Parmt ben che mal difcérnano la 
caufa dt quefta differéntia, © che 
stano fctoccht; perché vorrtano che 
al mondo foffero. tutti z bens fenza 
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much more torecommend thent, were fill’d 
with a Set of far more worthy Perfons than 
any they can now fee. Soonas ever thisSub» 
ject is touch’d on, they begin to extok 
withPraifes the Courtiers of DukePhilip,or 
Duke Borfo, and repeat the Apophthegms 
of Nicolo Piccinino; and inform you, that 
in thofe Days Murder was rarely heard of; 
that they were Strangers to Duels, and alk 
the Attempts of Force or Fraud: that a 
certain Honefty, Kindnefs and Sincerity, 
ran through all: That then even Courts 
conducted themfelves by fuch excellent 
Principles, as might perfuade one that a 
a Set of Religious had taken up their A- 
bode in them: Woto the Man then who 
made any ill-natured Reflections upon an- 
other, or gave the leaft Hint in a Wo- 
man’s Prefence that might raife a Bluth. 
Whereas now, they cry, a quite contrary 
Practice difcovers itfelf: Nor have we 
Reafon only to lament in Courts the Lofs 
of that friendly Temper, and thofe other 
commendable and wonted Qualities, but 
in them, all we now meet with is Envy, 
Hl-nature, loofe Manners, and a Life a- 
bandon’d to all forts of Vice; the Men ef- 
feminate, and the Women lewd, to the 
cafting off even the Appearance of Mode- 
{ty. Nor does our Drefs efcape their Cen- 
fure, as immodeft and unmanly. In fine, 
they have a thoufand things to reprove, 
many of which deferve indeed Reproof: 
For it muft be own’d, that Knaves and 
Villains are in too great Numbers: among 
us, and that the prefent Age is more 
fertile of Vice, than that which they fo 
highly commend. 


Yet to me they feem ill to difcern the 
Caufe of this. Difference, and to fhew 
great Weaknefs in defiring that all fhould 
be good in the World, without any Al- 
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lay of Evil, a thing indeed impoffible. 
And fince Good and Evil are Contraries, 
"tis almoft neceffary that by an Oppofi- 
tion, and a certain Counterpoife, they 
fulpport and ‘fortify each other; and as 
one diminifhes or increafes, the other 
fhould do fo too; fince it is impoffible for 
one Contrary to ftand alone. Were there 
no Injuftice, there would be no Juftice 
no Courage, if there were no Cowardices 
nor any Continence, were there not In- 
continence; Health and Sicknefs, Truth 
and Falfhood, Happinefs and Mifery, 
all fuppofe each other. 


Not without Reafon, therefore, did 
Socrates in Plato fay, he wonder’d that 
ZEfop never contriv’d a Fable, in which 
the Divinity was introduced, connecting 
the Extremes of Pleafure and Pain, 
(fince they cannot come together) and 
making the Beginning of the one the End 
of the other; becaufe we never know the 
fall Relith of Pleafure, but when Pain has 
preceded, Who feeks Reft, but he that has 
been fatigued? Who wifhes to eat, to 
drink and fleep, but he that has fafted, 
thirfted and watch’d? 


I cannot think that Paffions and Dif- 
eafes were primarily intended Man, that 
they were allotted him meerly for them- 
felves, fince fo great Evils could never 
be immediately defign’d our Portion by 
the Source of Goodnefs: but Health, 
Pleafure, and other Goods, being the 
primary and principal Intent of Nature ; 
Sicknefs, Pain, and the reft of Evils en- 
ter’d confequentially, and were but to re- 
commend the other. Virtue therefore 
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male alcuno, ilche ¢ impofstbile. Per- 
che effendo il mal contrario al bene, 
el bene al male, é quafi neceffario, 
che per la oppofitione, 5 per un cer- 
to contrapefo Lun foftenga © fortifi- 
chi altro;  mancando, 0 crefcendo 
L’uno, cosi manchi 0 crefca Valtro: 
perchée niuno contrario é fenza Pal- 
tro fuo contrario. Chinon fa che at 
mondo non faria la giufiitia, fe non 
Soffero le ingiurie? La magnanimita, 
fe non foffero lt puftllanimi? La con- 
tin€ntia, fe non foffe la incontinén- 
tia? La fauita, fe non foffe la infir- 
mita? Laverita, fe nou foffe la bu- 
giat La felicita, fe non foffero te 
difgratie ¢ 

Pero ben dice Sécrate appreffo Pia- 
tone, Maravigliarfi che Efipo non 
habbia fatto uno Apologo, nel guale 
jinga Dio, pot che non havea mat po- 
tuto unire il piacere, el difpiacére 
infieme, havergli attaccati con la e- 
firemita, di modo che’l princtpio del? 
uno fia il fin dell’altro: perché ve- 
demo niun piacére potercit mai effer 
grato, fel aifpiacére non gh procede. 
Chi pud haver caro il ripofo, fe pri- 
ma non ha fentito Laffanno della 
firacchezza? chi gufta il mangiare, 
zL bere, €L dormire, fe prima non ha 
patito fame, fete, 9 fonno? 

Credo io adungue, che le paffioni, 
& le infermita fian date dalla natu- 
ra a gli huémini, non principalmen- 
te per fargli forgetti ad effe, perché 
non par conveniente che quella, che 
€ madre d’ogni bene, doveffe di fuo 
proprio configlio determinato darct 
tanti mali: ma facendo la natura la 
fanita, il piacére, & gli altri beni, 
confeguentemente dietro a quefti fi- 
rono congiunte le infirmita, i difpia- 
céri, gli altri mali, Pero effendo 
le 





le virth frate al mondo conceffe per 
gratia e don della natura, fubito i 
witis per quella concatenata contra- 
rieta, necefjariamente le fiurono com- 
pagui: di modo che fempre crefcendo 
6 mancando. Vuno, forza é che cos? 
Paltro crefca 0 mancht. 

Perd, quando t nofirt vecchs lau- 
dano le Corti paffate, perche non ha- 
véano gli hudmini cosi vitiofi, come 
alcunt, che hanno le nofire; non co- 
ndfcono, che quelle ancir non ght ha- 
véano cosi virtuofi, come alcuni, che 
hanno le noftre: ilche non @ maravi- 
glia, perché niun male é tanto mato, 
guanto quello che nafce dal feme cor- 
votto del bene. Et pero producendo 
adeffo la natura molto mighori in- 
gegni, che non facea allhora; ft come 
guellz, che fi vdltano al bene, fanno 
molto meglio che non facean quellz 
fuoi: cosi ancor quelli, che ft véltano 
al male, fanno molto peggio. 

Non é& adunque da dire, che quelli, 
che refiavano di far male per non f{a- 
perlo fare, meritaffero in guel cafo 
laude alcuna: perche, avenga che fa- 
célfero poco male, facéano pero it peg- 
gio che fapévano: che gli ingegut 
di que tempt folfero generalmente 
molto inferior: a quet, che fon hora, 
affai ft pud condfcere da tutto quello, 
che d’effi fi vede, cost nelle léttere, 
come nelle pitture, ftatue, edificiz, 
© ogui altra cofa. 

Biafimano ancor quefti vecchi in 
202 motte cofe, che in sé non fono née 
buone, né male; folamente perchée effi 
non le facéano. Et dicono non conve- 
nirfi a 2 gidvant paffeggiar per be 
citta a cavallo, maffimamente nelle 
mule; portar fodre di pelle, ne rob- 
be lunghe nel verno ; portar berret- 
ta fin che al meno non fia Vhuomo giun- 
10 
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was what Nature blefs’d us with, Vice 
came among. us only as its contrary, as 
what muft be its infeparable Attendants 
the Increafe or Failure of the one, being 
the very fame likewife of the other. 


When therefore old Men fpeak of for- 
mer Courts, as Strangers to many Vices, 
which have place in the prefent, they con- 
fider them not as unacquainted alfo with 
many Virtues: Nor is this to be won- 
der’d at, becaufe no II] is fo great as what 
arifes from Good corrupted. And there- 
fore the prefent Age producing much 
more extraordinary Genius’s than the paft, 
fuch of ’em as engage in virtuous Pur- 
fuits will be much better; and fuch as in 
vicious, be much worfe than what former 
Times have experienced. 


No Praife therefore can be due tothem 
who abftain from particular Crimes, in an 
Age wherein they were not known; if 
Men then committed few Faults, yet were 
thofe as many as they had Acquaintance 
with; they did not worfe, becaufe they 
knew it not: And that the Wits of thofe 
Times come far fhort of what we find in 
our own; what they have left us in Let- 
ters, Pictures, Statues, Architecture, and 
every other thing, is a fufficient Proof. 


There are likewife many things in them- 
{elves neither good nor bad which the old 
condemn; and that for no other Reafon 
but their being new to them. A Youth 
they will not allow to appear on a Horfe, 
much lefs on a Mule, in the City; he 
mutt not wear Furs, nor a long Gown 
in Winter; his Head muft not be co- 


verd, if he has not reach’d his eigh- 
teenth 








TI2 
teenth Year, and fuch like, in all which 
they greatly miftake ; for thefe Practices, 
as they are in themfelves convenient, {fo 
are they eftablifh’d by Cuftom, and ap- 
pear agreeable univerfally; the very fame 
as it was once thought to wear a Jacket, 
to ufe open Hofe, to go in red heel’d 
Shoes; and for the greater Gallantry, to 
have the whole Day a Hawk on your Fift 
to no Purpofe, to dance with a Lady with- 
out ever touching her Hand; thefe and 
other Fafhions were then in high Efteem, 
which would now raife our Laughter. 


Let us then be permitted to follow the 
Cuftoms of our own Times, without the 
Cenfure of thofe grave Gentlemen; who 
tell us, that to alk great Praife they were 
near twenty, e’er they left the Bed of their 
Mothers or Sifters ; that they were Men 
grown before they had the leaft Thought of 
a Woman: whereas now, eventhe Time 
of Childhood is riper in Wickednefs, than 
they remember that of Mankind: nor 
perceive they that their Harangue tends 
to prove, that the Wits of Children are 
fharper in the prefent Age, than thofe 
of Men in-the paft. 


.et there be an end therefore to all In- 
yectives on the Corruption of the Times, 
Vice cannot be deftroy’d, but Virtue 
muft: And-let it withal be remember’d, 
that in the very Age wherein there flou- 
rifhed fuch noble Spirits, fo acorn’d with 
every Virtue, and fuch Wits of fome- 
thing more than humane Penetration , 
there-were likewife fome as degenerate as 
thefe were excellent; and who as far out- 
the prefent Times in Vice, as the 
others did in Virtue; a Truth which all 
Fiiftories: abundantly: prove. 
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to a diciotto auni, &5 altre tai co- 
fe, di che veramente singaunano 3 
perche quefit cofiumt (oltra che fran 
cémmodt, &§ ttili) fon dalla confae- 
tidine introdutti, & aniver falmente 
pracciono; come allhor piacea Pandar 
in giornéa con le calze aperte, & 
ear, pette pulite; 9 per effer galantes 
portar tutto di un Spar v2er0 in pit 
gno finz 6 iiss  ballar [enz =a 
toccar la man della donna, & ufar 
moltt altri modz, t-gquali come hor ‘et 
riano goffifimt, atihor érano prez 
Zatt afjat. 

Pero fia lécito wens a noi fegus- 
tar ta confuettidine de nofivt tempt, 
senza effer calunniati da quefti vee- 
cht; 2 quali {peljo voléndofi laudare 
dicono, 20 haveva vent anni che an- 
cor dormiva con mia Madre; & mie 
Sorelle; née feppr tvi a gran tempo 
che cofa fofero donne: ‘hora i fan- 
ciulli non hanno a pena aftitto tl ca- 
po, che fanno piu malitie, che in que’ 
tempi nou fapéano gli hudmini fat- 
ti: ne fe avéggono, che dicendo cos?, 
coufermano, 2 nofiri fauciulls ot 5 
pit ingegno, che nom havéano i bor 
veccht. 

Céffino adungnt di biafimar 2 tem- 
pe noftrt, come prensa dt vitit; per 
che levando quell, levartano ancéra 
le virtua: 8&5 rictrdinft, che tra i buo- 
nt. antichi nel tempo che fortvano al 


mondo quegls anime glor 0/2, % ves 
ramente divine in ogne virth, &§ ¢l’- 
ingegui pit che humani, trovavan(t 


ancor moltt feeleratifimi; t qualt, 
fe viveffero tanto, fartano tra t no- 
firi mali eccellenti nel male, quanto 
gue buont nel bene: & di cid fanno 
pena fede tutte le hiftérie. 


Ma 








































Ma a quefit veccht penfo che ho- 
mar a baftanza fia rifpofio, Perd 
lafiveremo quefio difcor fo forfe hor- 
troppo diffufo, ma non in tutto 

nor di propofito: © bafidndoct ba- c 
wer dim nofirato*e Corts de uoftri tem- 
pi non effer di minor laude degne, che 

guelle, che tanto landano iz veccht, 
i ibegerdm a ivagionamenti havu- 
ti fopra il Cortegiano: per 2 quali 
afjat factlmente comprender fi puo in 
che grado, tra Valtre Cortz, foffe quel- 
la a") rbino,  gual’era quel Prin- 
cipe, quella Szgnora, a cus fervt- 
vano cos? nobiles fpiriti; come for- 
tunati ft potean dir tuttz quell, che 
an tal comercto vivevano. 

Venuto adungue il feguente giorno 
tra i Cavalieri, & le Donne della 
Corte, firono moltt, & diverfi ragio- 
anamentt fopra la difvutation della 
precedente fera; tl che in gran par- 
te nafceva, perché it Signor Preofet- 
to avido dt ie! abe cid che detto s°e- 
Va, Guafi ad ogwun ne dimandava : 
C) aoive fio! fempre interventre, va- 
viamente gle erarifpofio, perd che 
alcunt lauddvano una cofa, alcuni 
uwaltva; ‘5 aneéra tra moltt era 
aifcordia del: ‘a fenténts a pi ropria del 
Conte, che ad ogn’uno won érano re- 
fiate nella meméria ¢cosi compitta- 
mente le crfe dette 

Lerd dz quefio quali tutto’l giorno 
fi parlo: come prima incomincio a 
farfi notte, volfe il Signor F Prefetto, 
che fi mangiaffe ; e tutti t gentil’ bud- 
mini conduffe feco acena: & fibito 
fornito di mangiare, wando alla ftan- 
2a della Signora Duc beffay la quale 
vedendo tanta compagnia, & pia per 
tempo, che confi 4eto non era, diffe, 
Gran pefo parm: Meffér Federico che 
fia quello, che pofto é fopra le fpalle 
vofire> 
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But enough in anfwer to the Complaints 
of the old. We will no longer purfue a 
Reafoning , which has already perhaps 
run into too great a Length, though it 
cannot be thought quite befide our Pur 
pofe: And having clearly fhewn, tl 
the Courts of our own Times are not lef 
worthy, than the fo much applauded ones 
of the ancient, we fhall now return to 
our Difcourfe of the Courtier; from which 
it will be eafy to determine what Rank 
among Courts that of Urbin bore; and 
what that Prince and Lady were whom 
fuch excellent Wits attended on; and 
how happy all might be efteemed, whe 
converfed familiarly with ’em., 


nat 


The next Day being come, the Ladies 
and ila asa, of the Court had much 
Difcourfe on the Converfation of the 
precedent Evening; chiefly eccafion’d by 
the General’s Eagernefs to be inform’d of 
the whole of what was then faid, con- 
cerning which he examin’d almoft every 
one: and, asit ufually happens, had dif- 
ferent Anfwers ; fome praifing this thing, 
others that, and many difagreeing even 
about the Count’s Sentiments; what he 
had obferv’d, not being well remem- 
ber’d by all. 


In fuch kind of Difcourfe pafs’d the 
Day; and as foon as Evening drew on, 
the General engaged the Gentlemen to fup 
with him: Supper e ended, they all waited 
on the Duchets, who feeing fo much Com- 
pany, and that at a time more early than 
ufual, I think, fays fhe, Frederick, you 
have a weighty Tafk laid on you, and ve- 
ry great Ex <peétations to an{wer. 


oO Pray, 





































Pray, fays Aretin, without waiting for 
Frederick’s Reply, what’s the mighty 
Tafk impofed? Who is fo unwife, as to 
omit by Choice, what he knows how to 
do, and what at that Seafon may very 
properly be done? 

When he faid this, they all placed 
themfelves as ufual; and with carneft At- 
tention expected the propofed Difcourfe. 
You think, fays Frederick to Aretin, that 
it is nota Matter of any Difficulty to fhew 

N Time and Manner, a 
Courtier fhould employ his Faculties, and 
perform thofe things which it is affirmed 
are convenient for him? 


yhat Meafure, 
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Indeed, replies Aretin, I cannot fee 
the great Difficulty of this: and, I think, 
a good Judgment in the Courtier fuffi- 
cient for all this, which the Count laft 
Night faid it was neceffary he fhould 
have; and which if he be poffefs’d of, 
his Actions 1n what he underftands, 
are not likely to offend againft a pro- 
per Time or Manner, though he has 
had no Rules about either. To-be very 
particular on thefe Points is a difficult, 
and perhaps a needlefs Part; for who can 
be thought fo abfurd as to be handling his 
Arms in a Company entertaining them- 
felves with Mufick; or to dance in the 
publick Streets, how well foever he might 
be able to do its; or to comfort a Parent 
grieving the Lofs of her Child, with Jefts 
and Buffoonry. ‘To behave himfelf thus, 
a Man mutt be a Fool indeed. 


The COURTIER. 





vofire: &5 grande afpettation guella, 
a cui corrifponder dovete. 

Quivi now afpettando che Meffer 
Federico rifpoudeffe, Et che gran pe- 
fo é pero quefto, diffe L*Onico Aréti- 
no? Chi é tanto fcieeco, che quando 
{a fare una cofa, non-la faccia a tem 
po convenzente ? 

Cosi di quejio parlandoft, ogwune 
fi pofe a federe net loco, 5 modo ufa- 
10, con attentiffiima afpettation del 
propofto ragionamento. MAllhora Mef- 
fer Federico rivolto all*Onico, A 
voi adungue non par diffe, Signor‘V- 
nico, che faticofa parte, © gran ca» 
rico mi fiaimpoflo quefia fera, ha- 
vendo a dimofirare in gual.modo, & 
maniera, © tempo, debba il Cortegia- 
no ufar le fue buone conditiont, & 
operar quelle cofe, che gia sé detta 
conventr fegle ¢ 

A mé non par gran cofa, rifpofe 
L’Unico: © credo che bafti tutto gue- 
fio dire; che'l Certegiano fia di buon 
giudicio, come hierfera ben diffe zt 
Conte effer necefjavio: © effendo cosi, 
penfo che fenza altri precetts debba 
poter ufar quello, che eli fa, a tem- 
po, 5 con buona manera. Il che vo- 
lere pik minutamente ridurre in ré- 
gula faria troppo difficile, © forfe 
fupérfiuo: perche non so qual fia tan- 
to inetto, che voleffe venire a maneg- 
giar l’arme; quando gh altri foffero 
nella mufica; ovéro andaffe per le 
firade ballando la morefca, avenga 
che ottimamente far lo fapeffe; ove- 
ro andando a confortar una madre, a 
cut foffe morto il figliuolo, comin- 
ciafjfe a dir piacevolezze, © far lar- 
guto. Certo quefto a niun gentil hu- 
omo credo interverria, che non foffe 
in tutto paZZo. 




































A me par, Signor ‘Ouico, diffe 
gquivt Meffer Federico, che voi andia- 
te troppo in fa le efiremitas perché 
entervien qualche volta effer ietto, 
di modo che non cosi facilmente ft co- 
nofce; & gli errori non fon tuttz pa- 
v1;  potra occérrer che Vhuomo fi 
aftenerad da una fcwcchezza publica, 
e troppo chiara, come faria quel che 
wot dite d'andar ballando la morefca 
In pla&Za, non fapra pot aftenerfi 
at laudar fe flefjo fuor di propéfito: 
aufar una profuntion faftidiofa ; di 
dir talhor una parola penfando dt far 
videre; la qual, per effer detta fuor 
di tempo, rinfcira fredda,  fenza 
gratia alcuna Et fpeffo queftt erro- 
yt fon copertz d'un certo velo, che 
feorger non gli lafcia da chi gh fa, 
Se con diligénutia non vi fi mira. Et 
benche per molte caufe la vifia nofira 
poo difcernas par fopra tutto per 
Lambitione divien tenebrofa: che 
ogn'un volentier fi mofira in quello, 
che ft perfuade di fapere, 0 vera, 0 
falfa che fia quella per fuafione. 

Pero zl governarfi bene in guefto 
parm, che confifia in una certa pru- 
déntia, § giudtcio di elettione, & 
conofcere zt piu, el meno, che nelle 
cofe fi accrefce, 5 fcema, per operar- 
le opportunamente, 0 fuor dt fiagione. 
Lit benche il Cortegian fia dt cosi 
buon giudicio, che poffa difcérnere 
guefle differéntze; non é pero che pit 
facile non gli fia confeguir quello, 
che cerca, efféudogl: aperto il penfte- 
ro con qualche precetto,  mofira- 
toglt le vie, © guaft 2 luochi, dove 
fondar fi debba, che fe folamente at- 
tendeffe al generale. 

Havendo adungue il Conte hierfe- 
ya con tanta cépia, &5 bel modo ra- 
gionato della Cortegianta, im mé ve- 

vamente 
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You are running here, my Friend , 
fays Frederick, too much upon Extremes: 
For it often happens that a Perfon is fo 
conceited, as not eafily to underftand him- 
felf ; and Errors are not all equal; 
"tis poffible that he may abftain from Fol- 
lies fo open and notorious, as you men- 
tion, as to dance in the publick Street, 
who neverthelefs may not forbear to com- 
mend himfelf out of Seafon; to behave 
himfelf with Infolence and Difdain; to 
endeavour at Wit in order to raife a 
Laugh; which becaufe it is unfeafonable 
and improper, will appear infipid, and 
without Grace. Miftakes of this kind are 
often ina Difguife, which conceals them 
from him that makes ’em, where he is 
not uncommonly circum{pect. Many Rea- 
fons may beaflign’d why we are fo fhort- 
fighted, but a Defire to appear fomething 
extraordinary I take to be the principal: 
E.very one affects to fhew himfelf fkill’d 
in fome or other Particular, whether he 
be fo or not. 


And to conduét our felves properly 
herein, there muft be a certain Difcre- 
tion, a juft Senfe of that, more or lefs, 
which things require, according as we do 
?em, in or out of Seafon. This indeed the 
Courtier may have the Skill to difcern ; 
yet certainly it will be much eafier for 
him to arrive at this Difcernment, when 
his Thoughts are guided by proper Rules, 
and the Courfe he is to take pointed out, 
than if he had only Generals to dire& 
him. 


But the Count having laft Night fpo- 
ken fo largely and fo well of the Qualifi- 
cations of the Courtier, I much fear my 
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Inability to give the fame Satisfaction to 
this noble Audience in the Difcharge of 
my Tafk, which he has done in that of 
his. Yet to fhare, as far as I may, the 
Honour he has gain’d, and avoid all Mi- 
fakes 3 in this Matter, Iam refolv’d to op- 


BY fate of 
nofe none of his Siete nts. ‘Lo which 


therefore declaring my Affent, and ja 
particular to what he has obferved of the 
Nobility, Wit, agreeable Shape, and 


graceful Afpect of the Courtier; I affert, 
that to gain the Praife and Efteem of all, 
and hes Affe€tion of thofe he ferves, it 
feems neceflary that he fo fteer his Con- 
duct, fo ufe his Qualifications, as never 
to awake Envy of them with whom “4 
he converfes. How difficult this is, is evi- 
dent from the very few that have attain’d 
it. We are all in fa& much more ready 
to blame Mens Defeéts, than to applaud 
their Excellencies: and there is a certain 
Depravity in many which tempts ’em to 
put the worft Conftruction on Things, 
and to fearch in Actions, known even to 
good, for fomething, 
or 


the 


Lis 


themfelves to be 
which they may cenfure as erroneous, 
at leaft as having’ the Appearance of be- 


ing { 


Our Courtier fhould therefore be cir- 
cumfpect in his every Undertaking ; and 
Prudence attend whatever he fays or acts: 
Nor fhould he think it enough that his 
Parts yalities be extraordinary, but 
ought fo to regulate his Life, that all be 
agreeable to fuch Parts, and he through- 
out confiftent with himfelf; whereby all 
his Excellencies may feem but the Parts 
of one whole, and every Action of his 
the Refult and Compound. of every Vir 


A 
and 
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tue, 





Sia ER 
vamente ha moffo non poco timor, & 
dibbio di non poter cosi ben fatisfare 
a guefia nobil audiéntia im quello, 
che a me tocca a dire, come effo ha 
fatto in quello, che a lui toccava. 
Pir per “farmi partécipe pin ch’io 
poffo della fua laude, & effer ficuro 
di non errare, almen in quefla parte, 
non gli contradird in cofa alcuna. 
Onde confentendo con le opinion: fue, 
© oltre al refio circa la nobilta del 
Cortegiano, &F Lo iNnZCgNn0, la dif- 
pofition del corpo, © gratia dell’af- 
petto, dico, che per acquiflar laude 
ach eerie € bona chai be ap-. 
reffo 02M UNO, 1) gratia da que Sze 
gHOr1, @ i guali fore ve, parmi nag 
fed vio, che e f{appia compénere tutta 
bi ia, &5 valerfi delle fue bone 
qualita, univerfalmente nella con- 
verfation di tutts gVPhuémini, fenza 
acquiftarne nvidia £1 che quanto in 
sé aiff il fia, confiderar fi puo dalla 
varita a1 guelli, che a tat términe 
ginger fi véggono. Lerche in vere 
tutts da natura flamo pronti pik a 
biafimar gli errori, che a laudar le 
cofe ben fatte: par che per una 
certa innata malignita, moltz, ancor 
che chiaramente condfcano il bene, fi 
sfirZano con ogut Stidzo, & indiftria, 
di trovarci dentro 0 errore, 0 almen 
fomilitudine ad errore. 

Perd é necefario chet nofiro Cor- 
tegiano wm ogni fi ita operation fia cau 
to, & cid che dice, o fa, Sempre ac- 
compagni con prudéntia: © non fo- 
lamente pongacurad haver in sé par- 
tt, © condition: eccellenti, ma il te- 
nor della vita fia Ordini com tal dif- 
pofitione, chel tutto corrifponda a 
quefle parti; © fi vegga tl medéfimo 
elfer fempre, 5 im ogni cofa, tal, che 
non difcord: da fe fieljo, ma faccia un 
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corpo folo di tutte quefle bone condi- 
tiont, di forte, che ogni {uo atto riful- 
ti, © fia compofto di tutte le virti, 
come dicono gli Stéict, effer vfficio dé 
che é fdvio: benche pers in ogut ope- 
ratione fempre una virth @ la prin- 
cipale; ma tutte fono talmente tra 
ge concatenate, che vanno ad un fine, 
& ad ogni effetto tutte pdffouo -con- 
cérreve,  fervire. 

Perd bifognache fappia valérfene; 
& per lo paragone,  quaft contra- 
victa delVuna tal’ hor far che Valtra 
fia pitt chiaramente conofciuta: come 
i buoni pittori, 2 qualt con Vombra 
fanno apparere, & méftrano 2 lum: de’ 
rilievi; © cosi col lume profondano 
Vombre de i piani,  compagnano t 
colori diverfi infieme di modo, che per 
guella diverfita Puno, & Laltro me- 
glio fi dimoftra; el pofar delle figure 
contrario Puna all’altra le aiuta a 
far quell officio, che é intention del 
Pittore. Onde lamanfietidine é mol- 
to maravigliofa im un gentil huomo, 
él qual fia vilente, © sforzato nell - 
arme: § come quella fierezza par 
maggiore accompagnata dalla modé- 
flia; cosi la modéftia accrefce, & pit 
compar per la fierezza. Pero il par- 
lar poco, il far affai, el nox laudar 
fe fieo delle cpere landévoli, difft- 
mulandole di buon modo, accrefce v- 
unae Valtra virth in perfona, che 
difcretamente fappia ufar quefia ma- 
niera: & cosi intervien ai tutte Val- 
tre buone qualita. 

Voglio adungue, che’l noftro Corte- 


giano in cid che eglt faccia 0 dica,uft 


alcune régole univer fali; le qualz 20 
eftimo che brevemente conténgano tut- 
zo quello che a mé sappartien di di- 
ve. Et per la prima, © pid impor- 
taute, fugga (come bem ricordd i 
Conte 


¥r7 
tue, agreeably to the Defcription the 
Stoicks give us of a wife Man: For tho’ 
whatever we do has in it fome one pre- 
dominant Virtue; yet are all fo link’d 
that they refpect the fame End, and miay 
all be made fubfervient, and applied 
to every Purpofe. 


A wife Man therefore fhould know 
how to apply them, and by a proper 
Comparifon, and as it were Contraft, 
make one ferve to the fetting off an- 
other; like fkilful Painters, who with 
Shadows-fuftain the Lights of a Relievo ; 
as with Lights they throw back the Sha- 


dows on a Plane; fo diftributing their 


Colours, that each has its Beauty from its 
Oppofition to the other, and fo difpofing 
their Attitudes, that by their Diverfity 
they may affift each other in producing 
that Effect which the Artift intends them. 
Thus Courtefy is highly engaging in the 
Gentlemen of the Camp: and as their 
Modefty recommends their Courage, 
their Courage adds a Luftre to their Mo- 
defty.. So likewife when our Words are 
few, but our Actions confiderable ; and 
of thefe, great as they aré, we forbear to 
boaft, and in a handfome Manner dif- 


femble them; here one Virtue fets off 


another: and the very fame it 1s with eve- 
ry Qualification that adorns us. 


Tcould with therefore that our Cour- 
tier, in whatever he faid or did, took 
certain ceneral Rules to direct him; which 
when:I have laid down, Tf fhall think the 


Tafk difcharged, which was allotted me..- 


Firft then, as what is of the sreateft Im- 
portance, let him (agreeably to the Co unt’s 
prudent 
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prudent Advice yefterday Evening) a- 
void all Appearance of Affectation. Next 
let him duly weigh each Action -and Ex- 
preffion, in what Place he is, before 
whom, how feafonable the Act is, and 
avhat its Caufe; let him attend to his Age, 
his Profeffion, to the End he propofes, 
and to the Means whereby that End mutt 
be compafs’d: ‘Thefe Particulars confi- 
der’d, let him prudently apply himfelf to 
what he propofes to act or fpeak. 

Frederick here feemed to paufe, when 
immediately Morello of Hortona, There 
feems to be very little Inftruétion in thefe 
Rules of yours; for I profefs I am juft as 
wife now I have heard em, as I was be- 
fore: Although I remember I have for- 
merly heard the very fame from the Fri- 
ers with whom I have been in Confeffion ; 
who, if I miftake not, call’d’em by the 
Term of Circumftances. 


Frederick fmil’d., and purfued his 
Difcourfe: The Count, if you remem- 
ber, required yefterday Evening, that 
the chief Profeffion of a Courtier fhould 
be Arms; on which I forbear to infift, fo 
much having been already remark’d on 
that Head: But by the Rule I mention’d 
it may be underftood, that the Courtier, 
when in aSkirmifh, or Affault, or a Bat- 
tle at Land, or any Engagement of the 
like Nature, fhould be careful to feparate 
himfelf as much as may be from the 
Crowd; and to approve his Bravery 
with few Attendants, in the Prefence of 
Perfons who are of the greateft Honour 
and Reputation in the Army, and efpe- 
cially in the Prefence, and if it were pof- 
fible, before the very Eyes of the Prince 
or Lord, by whom he is employ’d, For 
indeed it is exceeding proper that Aétions 
which are really Praife-worthy, fhould be 
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Conte bierfera) fopra tutto Laffetta- 
tzone. Appreffo considert ben, che 
cofa é quella, che egli fa, 0 dice; 
et loco dove la fa; in preféentia dt 
cut; a che tempo; tr caufa perche 
la fa; Veta fua; la profeffione; 1 
jine dove tende; 1 mezzt, chea 
quello condur lo poffono: © cost con 
guefie avertenze Saccomedi difcreta- 
mente a tutto quello che fare, 0 dir 
vuole. 

Lot che cosi bebbe detto Meffer Fe- 
derico, parve che fi fermaffe un poco ; 
Allhiva fibito, quefte voftre régole, 
diffe iL Signor Morello da Hortona, a 
mé par che poco infégnino; © io per 
mé tanto ne sd hora, guanto prima 
che vot ce le moftrafte: benche mi 
ricords ancor qualche altra volta ha- 
verle udite da frati, co guali con- 
feljato mi fino; 5 parmi che le chia- 
mino le circonftantie. 

kife allhora Meffer Federico, §§ 
diffe: Se ben vi ricorda, volfe hier- 
Sera tl Conte, che la prima profeffion 
del Co: tegiano foffe guella dell’arme, 
 largamente par lo di che modo far 
la doveva ; pero quefto non replicare- 
mo pin. Pir fotto la noftra régola 
ft potra aucéra inténdere, che ritro- 
vandofi iL Cortegiano nella fcara- 
MUZZA, 0 fatto d’arme, 0 battaglie 
di terra, 0 in altre cofe tali, dee 
aifcretamcnte procurar a@’appartarfi 
datla moltitidine; © quelle cofe fe- 
gualate  ardite che ha da fare, far- 
le con minor compagnia che pu, & 
al confpetto dz tuttz 2 pin nobili, & 
eftzmatit huémini che stano nello e- 
fército; S maffimamente alla prefén- 
tia, © fe poffibil é, innanzi a ghi oc- 
chi proprii del fio Re, 0 di quel Si- 
guore, a cui ferve. Perche in vero é 
ben conveniente valerfi delle cofe ber 
fatte. 
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fatte. Et’io eftimo, che fi come é 
male, cercar gloria falfa, e di quello 
che non fi mérita; cosi fia ancor ma- 
le defraudar sé fteffo del débito ho- 
nore, © non cercarne quella laude, 
che fola é vero prémio delle virtuofe 
fatiche. Et 20 ricérdomt haver gia 
conofciutt di quell1, che avenga che 
foljero valenti, pir in quefta parte 
érano groffieri, © cosi mettéano la 
vita a pericolo per andar a pigliar 
una mandra di pécore, come per effer 
a primi che montaffero le mura dina 
terra combattuta. Tithe non fara il 
noftro Cortegiano,. fe terra a mermdé- 
via la caufa che loconduce alla guer- 
va; che dee éffere folamente I hono- 
re. Et fe pow ft ritrovera armeg: 
giare net fpettacol piblici, giofiran- 
do, torneavido, 0 giocando a canne,.o 
facendo gual fi voglia altro efercttio 
della perfona, ricordandofi il Loco, 
ove fi trova, in prefentia di cui, 
procurera effer nell’arme non meno 
attillato  leggiadro, che ficuro: 
pafcer gliocchi de gli fpettatori dz 
tutte le cofe, che gh parra, che péof- 
fano aggiuingergli gratia. Et porra 
cura @havér Cavallo con vaghi 
guarnimentt, habiti ben inteft, motti 
appropriati, © inventiont ingeniofe, 
che ase tirino glt occhi de circon- 
flanti, come Calamtta il ferro. 

Non fara mat de gli ultimi; che 
comparifcano a moftrarfi; fapendo, 
che 2 pépoli; S maffimamente le don- 
me, mtrano con molto maggior atten- 
tione 2 primi, che gli ultimi: perché 
ght occhi, © gli animi, che nel prin- 
cpio fono avidi-dt quella novita, né- 
tano ogut minuta cofa, di quela 
fanno impreffione; pot per la conti- 
nuatione non folamente fi fatiano, 
mia ancora ft flancano, ‘Pero fi un 
n0bile 
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fet off to the beft Advantage. I 

wrong I allow to affect a falfe Honour; 
to feek Commendation from Aétions that 
merit it not; but fo likewife is it to de- 
fraud: our felves of the Honour which is 
our due, and'to be indifferent towards an 
Applaufe, to-which virtuous Eabours have 
the jufteft Claim. I’ my felf have for- 
merly known. fome, who; though they 
were Men‘of Valour, yet had in this re- 
fpect fo ftrange a Stupidity, that they 
would hazard their Lives as much 
to’ carry’ off a few'Cattle , as to be 
the firft that mounted a Breach in the 
Walls of a befieged Town. Not fo our 
Courtier, while he reflects on that Glory 
and Reputation, to°obtain which, was 
the great Inducement to unfheath his 
Sword. In any publick Feats of Chi- 
valry, at Tile or Tournament, or a- 
ny other bodily Exercife, let: him re- 
member in what Place, and in whofe Pre- 
fence he is, and-accordingly provide him- 


felf with Arms alike proper to adorn and: 


defend him, and equip himfelf after a 
manner which may-engage the Attention 
and Hearts of the Spectators. Let him en- 
deavour to have his- Horfe fet off with 
handfome Furniture, fightly Trappings, 
proper Mottoes, and ingenious Devices, 
fuch as may attract the Eyes of the Spe- 
Gators, as the Magnet does Iron. 

Let it be a Rule with him never to 
appear laft in the Lifts ; affured, that the 
firft are much more attentively regarded 
by all, and particularly the Ladies, than 
the laft: The Novelty of the Sight en- 
gages in the Beginning the Eyes and the 
Mind;. whatever then occurs, is fure to 
make a ftrong Impreffion on ’em, by 
degrees they become fatisfied , and at 
length tired. From this Confideration 1 
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was, that a celebrated Player among the 
Ancients, made it conftantly his Care to 
appear firft on the Stage. 

Whenever likewife Arms are the Sub- 
ieét of our Courtier’s Difcourfe, he will re- 
fleét to whom he addreffes himfelf, fuit- 
ing his Converfation to his Company, 
applying himfelf to different Sexes, af- 
ter a different Manner. Should he touch 

on any thing wherein his own Praife is 
concern’d, let i it feem cafually, or enpaf- 
fant as it were, and be attended with 
that Prudence and Caution, which the 
Count yefterday difcover’d to us. And 
now, Signior Morello, do you think our 
Rules afford no Inftruction? Do you 
think our Friend, whom IJ mention’d to 
you the other Day, confider’d, who heard 
his Difcourfe , and to what it tended ? 
‘When he entertain’d a Lady he had ne- 
ver feen before, with an Account of the 
Numbers he had flain, of his Courage, 
his Adroitnefs, and his Skill in playing at 
two hand Sword; and would never give 
over till he had inftructed her how to 
guard off certain Strokes from an Axe, 
armed, and how unarmed, and how to 
handle a Poignard; infomuch, that the 
poor Lady was all the while upon the 
Rack, and thought an Hour a thoufand 
Years, till fhe was releafed from him, be- 
ing as it were under continual Dread, 
left he fhould flay her, as he had done 
the others. Into Miftakes like this they 
are all apt to fall, who attend not to the 
Circumftances, in which your Confeffor, 
as you fay, ufed to inftruct you. 


But of the Exercifes of the Body, fome 
there are in a manner perform’d only 
in publick; as Joufts, Tournaments , 
and all fuch wherein Armsare ufed. When 
in thefe our Courtier propofes to engage, 

his 









© :OU RAPE R. 


ndbile Hifirioue antico, zl quale per 
guefto rifpetto fe mpre voleva nelle fas 
ae effer wlpri imo,che arecitareufeiffe. 

Cos? ancor par lando pur @arme, 

zl nofire Cortegiano baura rifguardo 
alla a profelfion dt color, ¢ con chi par las 
a guefio accommodarafft, altr amente 
ancor parlandone con hudmini, altra- 
mente con donne. Et fe vorra toccar 
gualche cofa, che fia in laude fua se b= 
pria, lo fara diffimulatan 2€NLE, COM 
@ cafo, &S per tranfito; & con pinerd a 
difcretione & avertéutia che hieri ci 
mofird zt Conte Ludovico. . Non vi 
par hora Signor Morello, che le no- 
fire Régole poffano infeguar qualche 
cofae Non vi par che quello amico 
nofiro, del quale pocht di fono, vi 
parla, shaveffe in tutto fcordato, cox 
ch: parlava,  perche? quando per 
intertenére una Gentil densa, la qual 
per prima mai pit non haveva ve- 
duta, nek principio del ragionar Le 
comincis a dire, che haveva morti 
tant: hudmini, &5 come era fiero, & 
Jepeva giocar di {pada a due mani: 
Ne fe le levo da canto, che venne a 
volerle infegnur, come fe havéfjera a 
ripara’ alcunt colpi dit azza effene 
do armato, © -ome difarmato, © a 
moftrar le prefe di pugnale; di mo- 
do, che quella mefthina flava in {a 
la croce, & part vele uwhora mill an- 
nt levarfelo da canto, temendo quaft 
che non amazzaffe let ancéra, come 
guegls altrz. In quefit ervori incér- 
rono coloro, che non hanno riguardo 

alle eircompn tutie, che voi dite haver 
intefe dat frati. 

‘Dico adungue, che de gli effercitis 
del corpo fino alcunt, che guaft mai 
non fi fauno, fe non im publico; come 
ah gioftrare, iL torneare, tb giocare @ 
canne, § cli altri tutti, che dependono 

dall’. 










































dallavme.' Havéndofi adunque in 
juefte da adoperare tl nofiro Cortegia- 
, prima ha da pricurar da effer 
anto bene ad érdine dicavalli, d’ar- 
me, eS 3 ‘abbighiamentt, che nulla gli 
manchi: §5 non fentéudofi ben affet- 
Lato a tutto, non wt ft metta per 
modo alcuno ; perché u0M facendo be- 
ue, non fi puod efeufare che quefia non 
fia la profesfion fia. Appreff dee 
‘confider ar molto in prefentia di chi 
Si mofira, 5 quali stano 2 compagnt; 
perchée nou farza conveniente che ua 
centil huomo andaffe ad honorare con 
la perfina fua una fefta di contad), 
dove gli fpettatori, © 2 compagni fof- 
ie gente 1gnvbzle. 


& +) 
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Diffe allhora iL Signor Gafparo 
Pallavicino, nel paefe nofiro dt Lom- 
bardia non shanno quefiz rifpe ettz. 
Anzi moltt gentil hudmini- gidvant 
troévanfi, che le fefe batlano turto’l 
di nel fole co i villant; con effi 
gidcang 2 lanciar 11 bai ra, bottare, 
correre, 5 faltare;  i0 non credo 
che fia male. Perché ivi Meer Sh 1S 
paragone dela nobilta, ma della for- 
za, © dejirezza; nelle guat cofe 
Spel gli budmini dt villa non va- 
tion meno, che 2 nébili: par che 

nella dime if ichezza habbia in sé una 
nie liberalita amabile. 


Quel baliar nel fole, rifpofe Mef- 

for Federi Be ame non piace per mo- 
do aleuno; né sd che guadagno vi fr 
Lvov. Ma cht vol pir bitar, cor- 
big. & faltar co z villant, dee, al pa- 
er mio, farlo in modo di provarfe 
(5 con Sey dir) per gentilezZza, 
© non per contender con loro. Et dee 
Lhugmo effer quasi ficuro di vincere, 
altyar 
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his frft Care muft be to provide prope “P 
Horfes, Arms and Habiliments, in whichif 


there h lappen a 
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fider, not only in whofe P 
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but with whom he fince j 
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cannot be thought decet 1 Gentle- 





man to partake of Jiverfions 
Countrey Wake, where the Mob ; 
are his Affociates and Spectators. 





Here Gafpar Pallavicino uptine 
him, faid, In our Count rey of Lomba Se 
dy I can aAne’s fou no fuch R 
Prce You and n pts many o 
Condition Bintan on the publick Feafts 
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with the meaner Peniey in all the Heat of 


the Sun, fharing their Sports, and con- 
tending with them in their Exercifes, 

throwing the Bar, wreftling, runni ing and 
leaping S ; a Cuftom which I fee no Reston 
to condemn. For here is no comparine 
of Birth, but of Stren Ig 
in which the Peafant is a Match for the 


th and Dexterity, 


moft noble: befides, that this fort of 
f 
1 


Familiarity has in it a certain 


greatly engage ing. 


A 


Peer vil, 


I muft needs fay, reply’d Frede- 
rick, this en: in the Sun is not at 


ree: L ty ie ¥ aw ] fac 
all agreeable to me, nor do I fee 
1 Ty 9 he HS 4 
what On dans oe sit. can. bs at nd 
D ; 3 
as to Wreftling, Running an 
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with Countrey Fellows, 


our A ility, and rather as an obligin 
oe of our own Skill, 
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Tryal of anothers. Nor fhould they be 
€ver attempted, when we are not almoft 
fure of Succefs: For a Gentleman makes 
a very odd Figure when a Ploughman is 
found his Superior, in Wreftling efpeci- 
ally. Hence is it I am induced to dif- 
fuade from fuch Exercifes, at leaft before 
a greatCompany; fince fo little Honour 
accrues from the Victory, and fo much 
Difgrace from the Defeat. 

The Ball affords another Diverfion, 
which we generally ufe in publick; and is 
one of thofe Amufements which are gra- 
ced by a Number of Spectators. Of this, 
and others of the fame kind with this, 
Jet our Courtier partake as things to 
which he has given but fmall Applica- 
tion, and from which he neither feeks nor 
hopes Applaufe. How fuccefsful foever 
he be, he fhould endeavour it might 
be thought in a Point which he has had 
not at all at heart: And not aé& like 
fome mufical Gentlemen, who, in all 
Companies, are humming over a Tune at 
every Paufe of Converfation. Others, as 
they are walking along the Streets, or in- 
to Church, take every Step as if they were 
going toleadup a Dance. Others again, 
upon their meeting their Friend in the 
Mall or any other Place, put themfelves 
into a Pofture of Fencing, or Wreftling, 
to whichfoever Exercife they are moft in- 
clined. 

A certain young Cardinal at Rome, 
interpofed Gonzaga, takes fomewhat a 
better Courfe, who, fenfible of his Agility, 
conduéts all his Vifitants, how flender 
foever his Acquaintance is with them, 
into his Garden, where they mutt needs 
{trip and leap with him. 


Frederick 







































C.OWRo1a ER. 


altramente non vi fi metta: perché 
fla troppo male, troppo é brutta 
cofa, © fuor della dignita, vedére 
un gentil’huomo vinto da un villano, 
 maffimamente alla lotta. Perd cre- 
do i0, che fia ben afienér fine, almeno 
an preféentia di molti; percheé il gua- 
dagno nel vincere & pochtffimo, 8 la 
perdita, nell effer vinto, é grandifi- 
ma. 

faffi ancor il gioco della palla quaft 
Sempre in piblico;  é uno di que’ 
Spettacoli, a2 cui la moltitédine ap- 
porta affat ornamento. Voglio adun- 
que, che quefio, e tutti gli altri, dall’- 
armeggiar im fora, faccia il noftra 
Cortegiano, come cofa che fua profes: 
fion non fia, &5 di che moftri non cer- 
car, 0 afpettar laude alcuna, Ne fr 
conofca, che molto ftidio 0 tempo vi 
metta, avenga che eccellentemente Lo 
faccia: Ne fia come aleuni che fi di- 
léttano di mifica, © parlando con 
chi fi fia, fempre che fi fa qualche 
paufa ne tz vagionamenti, cominciano 
fotto voce a cantare. Altri caminan- 
do per le firade, & per le Chiefe van- 
20 fempre ballando. Altri incontran- 
doft in piazza, d dove fi fia, con qual- 
che amico, fi metton fibito in atto di 
giocar di fpada, 6 di lottare, fecon- 
do che pin fi diléttano. 


Quivi diffe Meffer Cefaro Gonza- 
£4, megho fa un Cardinale giévane 
che havemo in Roma, il quale, per- 
che fi fente aiutante della perfona, 
conduce tutti quelli che lo vanuno a vi- 
Stare, ancor che mai pik non gli hab- 
bia veduti, in un [ito giardino; 8 in- 
vitagl: con grandifjima inflantia @ 
Spogharfi in giuppone, © giocar feco 
a faltare. 

Rife 








Rife Meffer Federico, pot foggiunfe: 
Sono alcuni altri eferciti che far fi 
pofjono nel publico uel privato, 
come ¢ il danzare: § a quefto eftimo 
20 che debba haver rifpetto il Corte- 
giano: perché danzando in preféntia 
di molti, © in loco pieno di popolo, 
parmi che fe gli convenga fervare u- 
na certa dignita, temperata pero con 
leggiadva,  aerofa dolcezza di mo- 
vimenti. Et benche fi fenta leggie- 
riffimo, 9 che habbia tempo, © mt- 
fara afat, non entri in quelle pre- 
fiezxe de piedi, 5 duplicati rebatti- 
mentt, t quali veggiamo che nel nofiro 
Barletta flanno beniffimo;  forfe wm 
an gentil humo fartano poco conve- 
atentt. Benche in camera privata- 
mente, come bor not ci troviamo, pen- 
fo che licito gli fia,  quefto, & bat- 
lar morefche, © brandi; ma in pu- 
blico non cosi, fuor che travefitto. Et 
benche foffe dt modo che ctafcun lo 
conofceffe, non da nota. Anzi per mo- 
firarfi in tat cofe ne gh fpettacol 
publict con arme, § fenzaarme, non 
é mighor via di quella: perché lo 
elfer traveftito porta feco una certa 
libertad, &5 licéntia; la quale tra l’- 
altre cofe fa, che Vhuomo puod pigliar 
forma di quello, in che fi fente va- 
léve; © ufar diligéntia, © attilla- 
tura circa ta principal intentione del- 
la cofz, in che moftrar fi vuole; & 
una certa fprezzatura circa quello, 
che non importa, tl che accrefce molto 
La gratia. Come farta veftirft un gi0- 
vane da vecchio, ben perd con habito 
difiiolto, per poterft moftrare nella 
gagliardta. “On cavatiero in forma di 
pajtor felvatico, 0 altro tale habito, 
m2 con perfetto cavallo, § leggiadra- 
mente acconcio fecondo quella imten- 
‘ione: perchée fibito Lanimo de cir- 
conflantz 
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Frederick fmiled, and went on: There 
are yet other Exercifes which may be 
perform’d both in publick and private; 
of which kind is Dancing: wherein alfo 
Caution may well become our Courtier: 
For whenever he praétifes it before a 
large Company, his Care fhould be, that 
a proper Dignity be obferved in his Mo- 
tion, and yet fuch as may deftroy not its 
Eafe and Freedom. And though he finds 
himfelf perfectly nimble, and can keep 
Time at Pleafure, yet let him not aim at 
thofe quick Reboundings and Quaverings 
of the Feet, which appear to fo much Ad- 
vantage in the Dancing Mafter, but are 
aukward Recommendations of the Gen- 
tleman. Ina private Chamber indeed he 
is at Liberty, there he may dance even 
an Antick if he pleafes; but nothing of 
this in publick, unlefs when mafk’d. For 
were he fo, it would not much alter the 
Cafe, though all fhould know him under 
the Difguife. We have no way prefera- 
ble to this, of fhewing our Dexterity, ei- 
ther with Arms or without, in publick 
Affemblies: The Mafk allows us the Li- 
berty of affuming any Character which 
we can well fupport; nor obliges us to 
more than performing the principal Parts 
of it, the lefs material there is a fort of 
Beauty in difregarding. Thus the young 
Man may be inthe Garb of the old, yet 
without confining his Feet to the Hin- 
drance of his Agility. The Soldier may 
be drefs’d as a Shepherd, yet need not 
his Horfe be of lefs Beauty, or its Fur- 
niture lefs gay, than what he ordinarily 
ufes: For the Spectator imagines accord- 
ing to the Figure which firft ftrikes his 
Eyes; and’ when a farther View difco- 
vers fomething much more confiderable 
than fuch an Appearance promifes, he 
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wife takes off from tl 
Farneft it requires, and he would appear 
even then to be carrying on the fame Gri- 
mace. But when the Prince lays afide the 


Appearance of one, and puts himfelf ona 


T ope ae lsc? Rateriacee Nel wale Ps a 
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oltre alla effer Principe, vol havéer 
ancor forma di Principe, perde la 
libertad. di far tutte guelle cofe, che 


fono fuor della dignita di Principe. 


Lit fe in quefiz giochi foffe contentione 
alcuna, maffimamente con arme, po- 
tria ancor far crédere di -voler tener 
La perfona di Principe per non effer 
battuto, ma riguardato da gli altri. 
Oltra,. che facendo ne 2 giochi quel 
medéfimo che dee far da dovéro, quan- 
do folfe bifogno, levarta Vautorita al 
werd, & parerta quaft che ancor quel- 
to foffe gioco. Ma im tal cafo fpo- 
gliaudoft iL Principe la perfona di 
Principe, © mefcolandofi egualmente 
con 2 minori di.se (ben pero di modo 
che poffa effer conofciuto) col riftutar 
la grandezza, pigha un altra maggior 
grandezza, che é it volér avanzar 
gli altri, non d’autorita, ma di vir- 
tai; Smoftrare, che’l valor fio, non é 
accrefczuto dallo effer Principe. Dico 
adungue che’ Cortegzano dee, in gue fit 


Spettacol: d’arme, haver la medéfina 


adverténtia fecondo il grado fuo. 
Nel volteggiar poi a cavallo, lot- 
tar, correr, © faltare, piacemi mol- 
to fuggir la mottitddine della plebe; 
0 al. 
















































o) almens, lafciar fi vedére rariffime 
volte. ‘Perché non é& al mondo cofa 
tanto ae ite, della qual gligno- 
ranti non fi fatrano, © nou tenga 1 
poco conto vedéndola fpeffo. 

LL medeéfimo giddico della mufica: 
pero non vogho che'l nofiro Cortegia- 
#0 fa C1, come molti, che fubito sabe 
fon giunti ove che fia, S alla pre- 

utia aucor at Signorz, de’ quali non 
bi rbb1an0 Wott 1a c spine ene alafciarfe 
molto i napenersryy Sere? a fr cio che 
fanno, & S /peffo aucor quel che non fan- 
no: dimadoche par che folame nte per 
guello offer ‘tostano andatz a farff ve- 
dére, 5 che quella fia la loro princi. 
pal profeffione. 

Venga adungue il Cortegiano a far 
miifica, come acofa per paffar tempo, 
S guafi sforzato, tS won in preflén- 
tia di gente 2¢nvbile, ne dt gran mil- 
titidine. Et benche fappia, & in- 
tenda cto che fa, in guefto ancor vo- 
glio che difiimuli il fla idio,: 5 la fa- 
Lica, che é necefaria in tutte Le co fe; 
che fi hanno a far bene. Et moire oftt- 
mar poco in se fleffo quefla conditio- 
ne; ma col farla bccie re mente, la 
faccta efiimar affat da gli altri. 

Allbor zl Signor Gafpa v0 Pallavt- 
€1n0, molte forti di miu fica, diffe, fe 
trovan cosi di voci vive, come d’in- 
firumenti; perd a mé piacercbbe in- 
tender, qual fia la miglior tra tutte, 
© a che tempo debba il Cortegiano 
operartla. 

Bella mifica, rifpofe Meffer Fede- 
7160, parmi il cantar bene al libro 
ficuramente, 5 con bellamaniera. Ma 
ancor molto pid il cantare alla Viola, 
perche tutta la dolcezza confi fie guafe 
in un folo: 5 con molto maggior at. 
tention ft nota, &5 intende il bel modo, 
5 Varia, non effendo occupate le orec- 
chie 





be done in publick, as feldom as may be. 
For there is no Excellence fo great, 
when often beheld, will not lofe 


and pees pete in 
ye€lat 


WwW hich, 
of its Worth, 
the Eyes of ignorant S 

The very = ame Obler vations will hold 
: Lwould not have our Courtier 


OFS, 


e many, who in what Place foever 
fines are, and in the Prefence of confider- 
able Perfons with whom they have no Ac- 
quainta nce, 
you a Taft 
tempt Bata what they have very little 
d as if they came. only to 


without much Intreaty, give 
e of all they know, nay, at- 
bo oad Hey KOW, I ay 3 


Knowledge of 
thew themfe felves, and that were their prin- 
cipal Profeffion. 

He fhould perform Mufick as a matter 
of Diverfion, be brought to it by Con- 
ftraint as it were, and avoid fhewing his 
Skill therein before thofe of very low 
Rank, or before a Multitude. How well 
foever he may underftand it, he fhould be 
careful to conceal the Pains which Perfe- 
ction in it, and indeed in any thing, necef- 
farily requires. Let his Performance be 
thought to appear mean in his own Opi- 
nion; the Excellency of it will be fure to 
raife it high enough in that of others. 

But fince, faid Gafpar Pallavicino, there 
are various forts of Mufick, as well Vo- 
al as Inftrumental; I fhould be glad to 
know which is the beft, and at what Sea- 
fon it 1s moft proper for the Courtier to 
practife it. 


I could with him able,, reply’d Frede- 
rick, to fing at Sight, and with a man- 
ner agreeable. If he accompany’d his 
Voice with a Viol, it would ftill be a 
greater Excellency: The Ear is beft fatif- 
fied with this fort of Harmony, a fuller 
diftracts it, and makes it lefs able to dif. 
cern Faults or Beauties, both which, in a 
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fingle Voice and Inftrument, it will nice- 
ly diftinguifh ; which it is impoffible to do 
ina Confort, where one Voice helps out 
another. But above all finging to the 
Lute is in my Opinion the moft agreeable ; 
for that gives fuch Life and Efficacy to 
the Words, as is wonderfully affecting. 


All key’d Inftruments are very harmo- 
nious, as their Chords admit of great Ex- 
actnefs, and as many things may be per- 
form’d on them, which fhew how won- 
drous the Charms of Mufick are. What is 
executed by four Viols has alfo a very 
fine Effect, and difcovers the Matter. 


A Voice much improves all thefe In- 
ftruments, of which, if our Courtier have 
fome Knowledge it will be fufficient, but 
the more the better: As to the Inftru- 
ments which Minerva and Alcibiades have 
condemn’d as difagreeable, they need 
not be greatly his Concern, 


AstotheTime when Mufick may be pro- 
per, I chink all Times are fo when we are a- 
mong our intimate Acquaintance, and no- 
thing more ferious demands our Care: But 
it ts particularly feafonable when the fair 
Sex are prefent, their Looks muft foften 
the Minds of the Audience, open them 
to Mufick’s Charms, and enliven too the 
Peformer’s Spirits. But I mauft again 
prefs the avoiding of a Multitude, and 
efpecially of the meaner fort. Difcretion 
here, as in all Cafes, muft be our Guide; 
it is impoffible to lay down Rules for eve- 
ry Emergency: And if the Courtier have 
a proper Knowledge of himfelf, he can- 
not fail to diftinguifh what is in and out 
of Seafon, he mutt difcern when he will 

be 


chie in pit che in una fol voce: &6 
meglio ancor v2 fi difcerne ogni pic- 
colo errore: il che non accade cantan- 
do in compagnta, perché Luno aiuta 
Laltro. Ma fopra tutto parmi gra- 
tiffimo ilcantare alla viola per reci- 
tare; ilche tanto di venufia, © effi- 
cacta aggiunge alle parole, che é gran 
maraviglia. 

Sono ancir harmoniofi tutti gl in- 
Jirumenti da tafti, perche hanno Le 
confonantie molto perfette, & con 
facilita vi fi poffono far molte cofe, 
che émpiono Lanimo della mufical 
dolcezza. Et non meno diletta la 
miifica delle quattro wiole da arco, la 
qual é foavifima, & artificiofa. 

‘Da ornamento, © gratia affai le 
voce humana a tuttt quefti infirumen- 
tt, de quali voglio che al noftro Cor- 
tegian bafti haver notttia; & quanto 
Pin pero in effi fara eccellente, tanto 
fara meglio, fenza impacciarfi molto 
di quelli, che Minerva rifiutd, & 
Alcibiade, perché pare, che habbiano 
del [chifo. 

Ll tempo poi, nel quale ufar fi péf- 
fono quefte forti di mtfica, eftimo io 
che fia fempre, che V' huomo fi trova 
in una doméfiica, cara compagnia, 
guando altre facende non vi fono: 
ma fopra tutto convienfi in prefen- 
tia di donne, perché quegli afpetts in- 
doletfiono gli animi di chiode, & pin 
li fanno penetrabili dalla fuavita 
della mifica, © ancor fvégliano gli 
|piviti di chi la fa. Piacemi ben 
(come ancor ho detto) che fi fugea 
la moltitudine,  maffimamente de 
gligndoilit, Ma il condimento del 
tutto bifogna che fia la difiretione, 
perché im effetto farta impofstbile 
imaginar tutti icaft, che occérrono: 
© fe Cortegiano fara giufto giudice 


dt 








ai sé fteffo, sactommodera bene a i 
tempi, &5 conofcera quando gli animt 
de gli auditort faranno difpofit ad u- 
dire, quando nd. Conofcera Veta 
fia, che in véro non fi conviene, § 
difpare affat vedére uw huomo di qual. 
che grado, vecchio, canuto, fenza den- 
ti, © pien di rughe, con unaviola in 
braccio fonando, cantare in mezZ0 a’- 
una compagnia di donne, avenga an- 
cor che mediocremente lo faceffe: 
guefto, perché il pin delle Volte can- 
tando ft dicou parole amorofe, ue’ 
vecchi Lamor é cofaridicula: benche 
gualche volta paia, che egh fi diletti 
tra gli altri fuoi mirdcoli, d’accén- 
dere, in difpetto de gli anni, 2 cuorz 
agghiacctatt. 

Rifpofe allhora it Magnifico: Non 
private Meffér Federico 1 pévert 
vecchi di quefto piacére; perche 10 
gid ho conofciut: hudmini di tempo, 
che hauno voci perfettiffime, @ mant 
difpofitiffime a gl inftrumenti, mol- 
to pia che alcuni givvant. 

Non voglio, diffe Meffer Federico, 
privare i vecchi di quefio piacére; 
ma voglio ben privar voi,  quefte 
donne del rtdervi di quella inéptia. 
Ett fe vorranno 2 vecchi cantare alla 
violt, faccianlo in fecreto, & fola- 
mente per levarfi dell animo que’ 
travagliofi penfiert, © gravt mole- 
fite, di che la vita noftra é piena; 
© per guftar quella divinita, chio 
credo che nella mufica fent¢vano Pt- 
thagora, &§ Socrate. Et fe bene non 
la efercitaranno, per haver fattone 
gia nell dnimo un certo habito, la gue 
fiaran molto pin udéudola, che chi 
non haveffe cognitione. Perche, fi 
come fpeffa le braccia d’un Fabro deé- 
bile nel refto, per effer pit efercita- 
te, fono pit gaghiarde che quelle d’un’- 
he altr’ huomo 
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be heard with Pleafure, and when with 
Indifference. His Age is another thing 
which requires his Confideration; he can 
think it no comely Sight, to fee a Man 
in the Verge of Life, grey headed, tooth- 
lefs, wrinkled throughout his Face, 
founding a Viol, and finging in a Circle 
of Ladies, even fuppofing it done with 
tolerable Skill: The Reafon is plain, the 
Words of moft Songs are amorous, but 
Love is the moft ridiculous thing imagin- 
able in an old Fellow: tho’ I know not 
how it is, the Flames of it can fometimes 
find Means to warm, in fpight of Na- 
ture, the very coldeft, the moft benum- 
med Breatt. 


Here Julian interpofed: I beg of you, 
Frederick, not to deprive old Age of the 
greateft of Pleafures; I my felf have 
known Perfons in Years with Voices ex- 
treamly fweet, and with a Finger as quick 
as that of any in the prime of Life. 


By no means, reply’d Frederick, would 

I hinder any in Years of what might give 
’em Satisfaction; but the thing I would 
prevent, is the Sport which your felf and 
the Ladies would make with their Folly. 
If they will touch the Viol, let it be in 
private, barely to divert thofe Cares and 
Sorrows which are the Portion of too 
great a part of Human Life; and to tafte 
thofe Raptures which Mufick had thePow- 
er to give, and did give, Iam perfuaded, 
to Pythagoras and Socrates. But fhould 
we not permit them to be Performers, 
yet, as habituated to Mufick, the hearing 
it would affect them more, and afford 
them a far greater Pleafure, than any lefs 
acquainted with it. When the Body of 
the Smith is enfeebled and well nigh 
worn 
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worn out, even then have his Arms great- 
neth than th ofe of one of better 
Health ; 
but whofe Arms have been atefs exercifed. 
The very fame is it with our Ears, when 
accuftom’d to Harmony, they have a 
quicker Perception, and an abund. intly 
greater Relifh of it, than th cy could pof- 

fibly have if not fo accuftom’d, how good 
and exact foever they may be in them- 
felves: For the Modulations have no Ef- 
fect, they pafs s undiftinguith’ d, and make 
no Impreffions in the Ear unacquainted 
with them; fome fort of Delight they 
may afford, but that fuch as the very 
Beafts can feel. Thus much for the fort 
of Pleafure which Mufick hhould give the 
old. And what I have obferved of it, I 
may likewife of Dancing ; for in truth 
thefe are atcranments which we ought 
to leave, before Age puts us under the 


£ 


Neceflity of it. 

Why then, anfwer’d Morello, in an 
stl Tone, hes may as well exclude all 
in Year s fro Deine: x Cour tiers, and make 


only t the young fuch. 


Frederick reply’d fmilingly, you mutt 
own, Morello, that all whom thefe En- 
tertainments delight, though they be not 
young, endeavour to ape pear fo: Hence is 
it they colour their Hair, and are at fuch 
Pains with their Beards: Nature telling 
them, that fuch Pleafures are properly ; 
thofe of Youth. 


The Ladies here laugh’d, as appre- 
hending this Difcourfe pointed at Morel- 
lo; who himfelf likewife feem’d in fome 
Confufion. 

But, continued Frederick, there are 
Ways in which old Men may, confiftently 
vith their Years, entertain the Ladies. 
What, 
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altr’huomo robufto, mia non affueto a 
faticar le braccia. Cosi a orecchie 
efercitate nell’armonta, molto me- 
gi © pin prefto la difeen nono, §&b 
n molto maggior | pases la gitidica- 
be che Paltre, per buone, 3 acute 
che stano, non effen pp verfate nelle 
varieta delle confinantie muficahi : 
Perc be quelle modulatioui non éntra- 
N05. ma ‘fenza lafeiah e gufto di se, 
Vla oA aine da canto all orecchie 
On affucte a’udirle: avengache inft- 
no alle fiere {éntano qualche diletta- 
tion della melodia. Quefto @ adun- 
gue tl piacer, the ers conviene ait 
vecchi pigliare detla mujfica. Il me- 
dé fimo dico del danzare, perchée in 
Vero guefit efercttit ft déono lafitare 
prima, che dalla eta fiamo sforzati 
a nofiro difpetto lafciargle. 


Se 


rise € adunque, rifpofe guivi 
wl Signor Morello, ge aap « adivrato, ef- 
clicere tutti i vecchi, © dir che fo- 
lamente % seas nt habbian da effer 
hiamats € ortegrani 
Rife llhor. Meffer Federico, & 
diffe, Védere vos a che 
guelli, che ama n0 guefie cofe, fe non 
fon RAL Van iy ft fii idiano dA’ apparere ; 
pero fi tiugono 2 capelli, & fannofe 
bs borba due volte la fettimana: & 
0 procede, che la natura tacitamen- 
te | oro dice, che tali cofe non fi con- 
vengono, fenon a Ease ant. 
Ri Zfero tutte le doune, nah Cia- 
feuna comprefe che quelle pai ole toc 
cavano al Signor Mor ws ; & effa 


9 
parve che un poco fe ne hurbaffe, 
Ma fono ben de “2 altri intertent- 


mentt con donne, foggiun fe Sibito 
Meffer Federico, che jf convéngono 
az 








@ i vecchi. Et quali ae iL Si- 
gnor Morello, dir le fa’ vole é 
Et qt sefio ancor rifpofe Meffer Fe- 


e y | iB 
devrico; ma ogni eta, come fapete, 
porta fecoz ivi penfiert, hu qual- 

}. ro es 


che peculiar virta, qualche ; pect 
liar vttio. Che 2 vecchi, come che 
stan0 ordinaviamente prudent pin i 
che 2 gidvani, pit continenti, © piu 
fagaci, ik anco pot pit parlatori, 
avari, difficilt, ttmids; Lempre grt- 
dano in cafa; afpert at fry linoli; vd-~ 
gtiows che ogw'un faccia a modo loro. 
Lit per nerd 10,2 givvant animo/i, 
eee: fn cert; ma pronti alle rif- 
fe, volubili, che amano, © difamano 
sn un punto; dati a tutti ¢ lor pra- 
céri, nemict a cht lor ricorda il a 
ne. Ma di tutte le eta, la virile 
pin temperata, che gid ha lafizato le 
male parti della giovent? © avncor 


a. 


non é pervenuta a quelle della vec- 
chiezZa. 


Quefta adungue pofiz quaft nelle e- 
firemita, bifigna « be con Va Ta 10n. 
fappiano corre xgere 2 vitit, che ta 
natura pore. ‘berd déono 1 vecchi 
guardarfi dal molto laudar fe flefft, 
S dall’clire cofe vitiofe, che bave- 
mo detto effer loro proéprie: va 
berft di quella prud: ntia, © cogni- 
tione, che per lungo ufo haurenno ac- 
guiftata, % effer quafioracoli, acui 
ogi n vada per configlio, & haver 
gratia in dir quelle cofe, che fanno, 

accommodatamente a2 propopitt, ac- 
compagnando la gravita de gli anut 
con una certa temperata, © faceta 

piacevolezZa. 

In quefto modo faranno buonz Cor- 
tegiant, © taterterrannoft bene con 
hudémini, © con donne: §38 in ogni 
ié 142 0 faranno gratifjimi, Senza ane 
tare, 
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What, I warrant you, faid Morello, with 
ani E 
tellin ne Stor ies 


his may be one way, reply’d F'rede. 
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rick; Dut every o ae Or Le Nas, you 
rn Sle : 

“<< + a ky sicy} rad 
know, it ts m3 ITO Per T! L “ain OF i nouet Cs > 
fome peculiar Virtue e pecul 

a7; 
Vices. AsAgehas the Advantage of Youth 
= Fy a oR ee nT 
in Prudence, Cont ce and Sadacity. fo 
Git 
I 


hat it the Mi ee ne of be 
tive, covetous, peevifhandfearful; alway 


dren, and will ha ye every one 


according to ee own Humour. Or; 


other fide, the Virtues of Youth are Cou- 
8s ee and Sincerity ; but then it 
is more liable to Paffion and Levity, Foe hes 


like and diflike in the fame Mo 
addiéted to Pleafure, and averfe to good 
Counfel and Admonition. But of all Ages 
the State of Manhood is the moft tempe- 
rate, which has got over the Foibles of 
younger, and is not yet fallen into thofe 
of advanced Years. 

Youth and old Age are the two Ex- 
tremes ; and the Vices in them to which 
Nature difpofes, *tis proper for Reafon 
to correct. The old fhould guard againft 
commending themfelves, and thofe other 
Failures to which we have reprefe snted 
’em inclin’d: They fhould ufe that Pru- 
dence which their long Experience mutt 
have given them, be the Oracles as it 
were for all to confult; endeavour with a 
dag Grace to difcover their Knowledge, 
app cae it properly; and temper their 
Gravity with Facetioufnels and Pleafan- 


Thus may they be able Courtiers, 
maintain a Commerce with both Sexes, 
and be at all times very agreeable Com- 
panions, though they neither dance or 
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fing: And when Matters of Importance 
occur, they will be able to approve how 
ereat their Worth Is. For fuch as are in 
the prime of Life, I would not have them 
affect the Manners of the Grey-headed ; 

hat is very comely in the one, makes 
ee an odd Appearance in the other; and 
it has been long fince obferved, that too 
great Serioufnefs in young Men is a bad 
Sign : But what demands their Care, 1s 
to correct the Vices natural to their Age. 


Something of Gravity, Silence and Re- 
ferve, I muft own my felf pleafed with in 
thofe of a lefs advanced Age, who make 
Arms their Profeffion; when they have 
thefe Qualities in fome Degree, when 
their Carriage is free from that Reftlefnefs 
and Turbulency, fo common to this Time 
of Life, we cannot but repute them ex- 
traordinary Perfons, and_ their Defert 
much greater than that of many of equal 


Years. 
Add tothis, that fuch a Carriage fhews 


a fort of Bravery which has not Rafhnefs, 
but a folid Judgment for its Foundation, 
and is conducted by Reafon, not Paffion: 
It is what a great Mind always difcovers. 

Even the Brutes of a Nature, fuperior to 
the reft, give Proof of the fame, as the 
Lyon atid Eagle, for which we may eafily 
account. Wh xen a Motion is impetuous 
and fudden, and no Words, no Signs of 
Paffion precede it, but it breaks out at 
once as a Ball from a Cannon; it 1s far 
more violent and furious than what is 
work’d up fenfibly, and by Degrees. They 
therefore, who before an Enterprize talk 
loudly, are reftlefs and impatient, and put 
the emfelves in a great Heat and Ferment, 

feem to fpend all their Fire beforehand, 
and are, as Pietro Monte well obferv’d, 
like Children, who, walking in the dark, 
fing 








tare, 0 danzare: ©5 quando occorre: 
va il bifogno, moftreranno il valor 
loro nelle cofe dimportantia. Quefio 
modéfimo rifpetto © giudicio habbran 
t gidvani, non gia di tener Io Stile de 
z vecchi, che quello che all’uno con- 
viene, non converrebbe in tutto all - 
altro. Et fuolfi dir che ne gidvani 
troppo faviezza e mal fegno; ma at 
correggere im sé t Vttit naturali. 


Perd a mé piace molto veder up 
gidvane, § maffimamente nell’ arme, 
che habbia un poco del grave, & del 
Laciturno, che ftia fopra di se, fen- 
Za que’ modi imguiett, che {pelfo in 
tal eta fi v VEL LOND; perche par che 
habbian non so. che dt pit, che gli al- 
tri gidvant. 


Oltre a cio, quella maniera cos? 
ripofata ha in sé una certa flerezza 
riguardévolo, perche par. moja now 
daira, ma da gindicio, © pik prefto 
governata dalla vagione, che dallo 
ap petito: 5 quefia quasi fempre in 
tutti gli hudmini di gran core fi co- 
nofce. Et medefimaménte vedémola 
ne gli animals brutt, che hanno fo- 
pra gli altri nobilita, 6 fortezZa, 
come “nel Leone, nella Aquila. Ne 
C20 gy ‘uor di ragione, perche quel 

movimento impetucfo,  fiibito fen- 
Za a le, 0 altra dimoftratione di 

célera, che con tutta la forza unita- 
mente in um tratto, quafi come fcop- 
pio di bombarda erumpe dalla quiete, 
che é il fuo contrar 10 € molto pit 
viotento,  furiofo, che quello, che 
crescendo per gradi, fi rifcalda a po- 
co a poco. Perd quefli, che quando 


fon 
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5 ; 4 je Wea ae 1¢ rt eir Nofec Ic 
fon per fare qualche imprefa, parlan fing for very Fear, as if their Noife could 
tanto, & fvltano, née poffon flar fer- increafe their Courage. 


J 
mi, pare che in quelle tali cofe fe 
fvampino : & come ben dice it noftro 
Meffer Pietro Moute, fanno come tz 
fancinlli, che andando di notte, per 
aura cantano, guaft che cou quel 
cantare da sé fieffi ft facciano animo. 

Cosi adungue, come in un gidvane 
la gioventaripofata,.S matura é molto 
laudévole, perche par che la leggze- 
rezZza, che é vitio peculiar di quella 
eta, fia temperata, & corretta ; cosi 
in um vecchio, @ da fiimare affat la 
vecchiezza verde, § viva, perche 
pare chel vigor dell animo fia tanto, 
che rifcaldi, §5 dia forza a quella 
débile, §5 fredda eta, © la manten- 
ga in guells flato mediocre, che é la 
miglior parte della vita noftra. 

Main { mma,non bafteranno ancor 
tutte guefte condition: nel nofiro Cor- 
tegrano per acquiftar quella univer- 
fal gratia de’ Signori, Cavalieri, & 
doune, fe non bara infieme una gen- 
til amabile maniera nel conver {a- 
ve cotidiano. Et di quefto credo ve- 
ramente che fia difficile dar régola 
alcuna, per le infinite § varie cofe, 
che occérrono nel converfare; effen- 
do che tra tutti gli huémini del mon- 
do non ft trévano dut, che stano d’a- 
uimo totalmente stmils. 

Perd chi ha da accommodarfi nel 
converfar con tanti, bifogua che fi 
guidi col fuo gindicio proprio; & co- 
nofcendo le differéntie dell’uno 8 
dell altro, ogni di muti flile 8 modo, 
Seconds la natura di quelli, con chi a 
converfar ft mette. Neé io per mé 
altre régole circa cid dar gli fapret, 
eccetto le gia date; te quali fin da 
fanciullo confegdudofi, impard il no- 
jira Signor Morello. 

‘Rife 


In the young, therefore, asCompofure 
and Sedatenefs appear agreeable, becaufe 
they temper that Levity, which is their 
peculiar Fault; fo in the old, Chearful- 
nefs and Vivacity delight us, as they fhew 
a Strength of Mind able to fupporta de- 
clining Body, and to preferve the Frame 


in that Equality in which tlre beft part of 


Life confitts. 


But all the Qualifications we have hi- 
therto given our Courtier, wilk not fuf- 
fice to endear him to both Sexes, if his 
Converfation have not fomething in it 
amiable and engaging. Concerning which 
it will be difficult to lay down any Rules, 
the Subjects of Converifation being almoft 
infinite, and fcarce any two in the World 


of the fame Sentiments in all Things. 


He therefore that 1s to adapt himfelf to 
fo many, muft take his own Difcretion 
for his Guide; and acquainted with the 
Difference of Perfons, fuit each Day his 
Behaviour to the Temper of thofe with 
whom he converfes. Nor can I furnifh 
him with other Rules than thofe already 
laid down; and which Morello learn’d 
from his very Childhood of his Confef- 
for. 
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ya a here {miling faid, You are ve- 


ry much afraid, Frederick, of taking too 


eat Pains, but muft not think to com 
of fo eafily; for I affure you we fall 
keep you in Difcourfe, *till lit is proper for 
I : any to break up. But what, 


anfwer'd Frederick, if I have nothing to 


your Wit to the Proof; and if it be 
true, what I have heard, that there has 
been a Perfon pare pprens a Fancy, as 
ume with the Prai- 


fes of a ‘ly, as ee r has done with 
thofe of an Ague, anda third, with thofe 


£ 

aldnefs; can you be at a Lofs to 
Gai a Courtier’s Qualifications the Sub- 
ject of an Evening’s Difcourfe ? 


2) 
Wa 


Why, Madam, anfwer’d Frederick, I 
have faid enough already to fill two Vo- 
lumes; but fince no Excufe will be taken, 
Pll go on as long as you pleafe, till you 
are fatisied that I hate difcharged eve- 
if not according to my Ob- 
ligation, yet at leaft according to my 
Power. The Converfation which I 
think the Courtier ought efpecially to en- 
deavour to render entertaining, 1s that 
whicl he has with his Prince: and though 

Word Converfation import a certain 
‘quality which feems not pofl fible to be 
between a Sovereign and a Sub ject, yet 


ry thing, 
< 
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for once we will let the Term pals. 
I would then have our Courtier not on- 
ly to approve in his whole Conduét that 
hi e mentioned, 
but bend all his Thoughts to OMNES and, 
ref On, adore 


a 
— 


if I may be: allowed the E.x 
the Prince, whofe Servic ae his great En- 
ragement, to fuit his Inclinations and 


Manners, and direét his every Aim and 


” 


ap > Cope r Lf lan jae Bx os 
Aion to the plealine him, 
i 5. 


2 


Pip. quivi la Siguora Emilia, § 
diffe, Vou fu eg ite troppo la fatieg 
Meffer Federico, ma uon vi vera 
eee che pir havete da ya che 
Lhora fia ad’andare a letto. Et sio 
Signora non haveffe che dire? rifpofe 
Meffer Federico. Die la Signora 
Emilia, gui fi v ra il vofiro 2n- 
gegno; © fe é vero 9 quello, ch'io gia 
ho intefo, éferfi trovato huomo tanto 
sugentofo 5 eloguente, che non git fra 
mancato fubietto per comporre un Lt 
bro in Idude d’una mo Ca, altri in 
laude della Jebr e qui rtana, uwaltro 
in laude del Calvitio: nou da il co- 
re avot.ancéra di faper trovar che 
dire per una fera fopra la Cortegia- 
ya ¢ 

Hormai, rifpofe Meffer Federico, 
tanto ne havemo ragionato, che ne fa- 
vtano fatti dor libri, ma pot che non 
mi vale efcufatione, dird pir fin che 
a vor paia chi bhabbia fatisfatto, 
fenon alVdbligo, almeno al poter 
mio. Lo eftimo, che la conv er fatione, 
alla quale dee principalmente attén- 
dere il Cortegiano con ogni {uo fitdzo 
per farla gr ata, fia quella, che ha- 
vera col fuo Principe: © benche 
guefto nome di conver [are smports una 
certa parita, che pare, che non pofja 
cader tral Signore, eb fervitore, 
par noi per hora la chiamaremo cosi. 


Voglio adunque che’l Cortegiano, 
oltre lo haver fatto, © ogus di far 
condfcere ad ogwuno se effer di quel 
valore, che gia havemo detto, fi wake 
tt com tutti 2 pen ifiert i, © ons dell’. 
animo no ad amare,  quaft adorare 
iL Principe a chi Serve Sopra ogn’- 
altra cofa; & le voglie fue, & cofitt- 
mi, 5 modi tutti indirizzed compia- 
cerl. 
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Quivi non afpettando pit, diffe 
Pietro da Napoli, Di quefti Corte- 
giani Loggidi trovaraunoft affaz, per- 
che mi pare, che in poche parole ci 
habbiate dipinto un nébile Adulato- 
Te. 
Voi vingannate affai, rifpofe Mef- 
fer Federico, perche gli adulatori 
non amano nét Signort, né gli amict; 
ilche io vz dico che voglio che fia 
principalmente nel nofiro Cortegzano: 
el compiacére, 9 fecondar le voglie 
di quello, a chi fi ferve, fi puo far 
fenza adulare; perche io intendo del- 
le voglie, che stano ragionévoli, © 
honefte, 0 véro di quelle, che m sé 
non fou ne buone, ne male, come farta 
il givocare, darft pit-ad uno eferct: 
tio, che ad unaltro. Et a quefto 
vogliv, che'l Cortegiano s accémmodt, 
fe ben da natura fia vi foffe alieno; 
di modo, che fempre, che'l Signore lo 
vegga, penfi che aparlir gl habbia 
di cofache gli fia grata; tiche inter- 
verra, fe im cofiut fara il buon giu- 
dicio, per condftere cio che piace al 
Principe; © Vingegno, © la pru- 
déntia per faperghi accommodare, 


& la deliberata volouta per farfi 


piacer quello, che forfe da natura git 
difpiaceffe. Et havendo quefte aver- 
téntie, innanzi al Principe non fta- 
ra mai di mala vogla, née melanco- 
niC0, née cosi taciturno, come moltt, 
che par che téughino briga con t pa- 
trout, ch’é cofa veramente odi0fa. 


Non fara malédico, e {pecialmen- 
te de z fitot. Signori: ilche fpeffo im- 
terviene, che pare che nelle Corti fia 
una procella, che porti feco quefia 
conditione, ch Oe oa ‘ ti 
conditione, che fempre quelli, che fo- 
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Pietro of Naples could not here contain 

himfelf; God knows, there are enough 

of fuch Courtiers inthe World; the De- 

{cription you have given us, is that of a 

J Do ? 
moft egregious Flatterer. 


You are miftaken, anfwer’d Frederick, 
for a Flatterer has no Love either for his 
Matter, or his Friends ; which is the prin- 
cipal Quality I would defire in our Cour- 
tier: And to gratify and fuit himfelf to 
the Inclinations of the Perfon he ferves, 
may well be done without Flattery; for 
by Inclinations I mean fuch as are reafon- 
able and fitting, or fuch as have neither 
good.nor evil in them, as thofe to parti- 
cular Recreations and Exercifes. To 
thefe I account the Courtier bound to con- 
form himfelf, though perhaps: his natural 
‘Temper bend another way ; and fo to 
command himfelf, that his Mafter, when- 
ever he fees him, may think himfelf en- 
tering on fome crateful Subject; . which 
may be effected, if firtt he be of that.Sa- 
gacity, as to perceive which way his 
Prince’s Affections turn, and then of. the 
Prudence to adapt himfelf to them; and 
laftly, of that Refolution, as to do, in or- 
der to pleafe another, what is difplea- 
fing to himfelf. Influenced by thefe In- 
{tructions, he will never appear before his 
Prince with an uneafy Afpect, in a me- 
lancholy Air, nor in the fullen Humour 
of many, who carry themfelves towards 
their Prince as if. they were at Variance 
with him; a Praétice, which I cannot e- 
nough. condemn. 

He will befides- guard againft Detra- 
éion, and efpecially in the Cafe of his 
Superiors - For it is a Vice we find pre- 
vailing in moft Courts, that they who 
by a diftinguifh’d Favour are raifed ie a 

L1G Ih 


we] 


















































high Station from a very low one, are 
ever querulous, and prone to calumniate 
the very Men that raifed’em: An Ulfage 
not to be permitted even them who meet 
with hard 7 reat nent, anc 1 much lefs fuch 
as have found fo favou sat le. 

Our Court ee iRen ife will fhun an ‘ab- 


furd Confidence, never be the Meffenger 
of unwelcome News, nor let any Expref 
fion efcape him, which muft give Pain 
rather than Pleafure. He will not be ob- 
{tinate or contentious, as we find fome, 
who, like Flies, a Delight in nothing 


ake 
tak 


but to be troublefome and : taal 
and who are fure to contradict all they 
converfe with, without Refpedct of Opes 


et? 
41- 


I would not have him a great Ta 
in, falfe, conceited, fervile; but 
modeft, referv’d, and always, but parti- 
cularly in publick, an Obfer rver of that 
Refpec&t and Reverence, which becomes 
a Servant towards his Lor i “He fhould 
who when the greateft 
Perfonages Happs nin their way (if any Dif- 

ver ie ifs’d between them) 
h a certain Smile in 
and with an Air that 


might befpeak them careffing an Equal, 
or obliging an Inferior. 


Let him feldom or never beg a Favour 
for himfelf, left his To jut 
Rea fon, fhould refufe it bili, r, which 


a mount wae Lit x 
is worie, inouid gran 


ha ving 


t 
And when he is a Sui- 
tor for others, let his Reque fts be feafon- 
able, nor made for any thing but what is 
juft and equitable, fill £ 
of them whatever can be 


an 
aii 


order’d, 


imagin’d. likely to difpleafe, and obviat- 
ing any Difficulties which may thwart 
them, that either they may be always 


eranted 
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no pint beneficati dai Siguori, &8 da 

bafitfime loco ee in } alte frato, 

fempre fi délgono, &5 dicono mal ae f- 

ft : ilche é e asf nvenic 700 Sf La- 

mente a quefit tali, ma ancéra a 
guellz che fiffers mal trattatt. 

Non u eg?ano pro- 
Suntione {ctotca, non fara apportator 
di nuove fafti tdiofe, no ig fara tnadver- 
tito in dir ralbor ay arole, che offen- 
dano in loco di + compiacére. 
Nou fara oftinato, 8 contentio fo, co- 
me colui, che non gédano a’. . 
altro, che d’effer mole fi, G 3 fapidr 10 ft 
a cuifa dimofche, 6 fame ofe fis 
di contradire difpettofamente ad ogn’- 
uno fenza rifpetto. Non fara cian- 
ciatore, vano, 0 bugiardo, vanta- 
tore, né adulatore inepto; ma mode- 
fio, & ritenuto, ufando fempr e, & 
maffimamente in publico, g guella ri- 
veréntia © whi tec che fi conviene 
al fervitor ver fo il Signore. Et non 
fara, come molti, 1 guali sncontr an- 
doft con qua! fi voglia gran Principe, 
Je pir una fol volta gli hanno parla- 
to, fe gli fanno innanti con un certo 
alpetto ridente, © da amito, COs? Co- 
me fe voleffero accareZZare un {uo 
equale, 0 dar favore ad un minor di 
é. 

Rariffime volte, 0 quafi mai non 
domandara al Siguor cofa alcuna per 
é fieffo, accid che guel Sie nore ha- 
vendo rifpétto di negarla Cost a luz 
fteffo, talhor non la couceda con fafiz- 
‘dio, che & molto Pegs 10. “Domandan- 
do ancir per altri offer vera difcre- 
tamente 2 tempi, © a. oman dera cofe 
honefte ragionevoli, © affettara 
talmente la petition fua, levandone 
quelle parti, “che effo conofcera poter 
difpiactre; © facilitando con deftrez- 
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za le dificulta, che'l Signor la conce- 
dera fempre: 0 fe p ir ba neghera, 
non. credera haver off coluit, achti 
non ha voluto comptacére: perche 
fpeffa 2 Signort, pot che hanno negato 
una gratia a chi con molta importu- 
nita la domanuda, presen che colut, 


che Vha domai is con tanta inftan- 
tia, la defideraffe molto onde non 
havenda potuto o ottenérla, debba vo- 
lér male a chi glie Vha negata; © 
per gueflacr Caen za effi cominciano ad 
odiar quel tale, © mai pit lo poffon 
veder con buon occhio. 

Non corcleria a’intrométterfi in 
camera, 0 ne t luochi [2creti col Si- 
gnor fo, non.efendo richte fto, fe ben 
fara di molta autorita; perche /pef- 
fo z Signori quando fianno 0 privata- 
mente» amano una certa liberta di 
dire, & far cio che lor piace, § pero 
non voglion éffere ne uditi née veduti 
da perfona; da cus poffano effer giu- 
dicatt, & é ben conveuntente. 

Onde guelli, che biafimano i Si- 
EnOr1, che téngono tn camera per fone 
di non molto valore in altre cofe, che 
in fapergls ben fervire alla per fon bof 
pari che facczano errore; perch be 
non so per qual caufa effi 1 
bano haver quella liberta, pe 
ftiare gli ania boro, che not 
velemnes per rilafciar i nofiri 

Mé sel Cor fegiano confueto di 
trattar cofe zmpor es fi ritrova po 
fecretamente 2% camer a, dee veftirfs 
uvalira perfona, © differir le cofe 
fevere ad altra loco, e tempo ; 
téndere a ragionaments pi. ao EVOlt, fs 


. @S 
 . 


gratt « al Signor fit, per non impe- 
dirgli quel ripofe d’animo: ma in 
quefio 5 im ogni altra cofa fopra tut. 
to habbia cura di-non venir gli a fa- 
fiidio. Et afpetti che i fovori gli 
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feck earneftly, and after the manner of 


oS) 


many, whole Impatience is fo great, that 
if they have not inftantly what they fet 
their Hearts on, they think Life itfelf a 
Burthen: And who, if they meet with any 
Slight, or fee others more regarded than 
themfelves, are fo tranfported by Paf- 
fion, that their Envy openly appears: 
Whence they make themfelves the Jett of 
all, and it is often only to mortify them, 
that the Prince beftows his Favours on 
Perfons unthought of. 


If afterwards they regain their Place in 
his Efteem, their Joy fo turns their Heads, 
that their Members feem to have forgot 
their Offices; and by the active Motion of 
their Hands and Feet, one would almoft 
fuppofe they hada mind to invite the pub- 
lick to behold them, and congratulate 
them.on a Happinefs to which they had 
been hitherto Strangers. 

A Madnefs this, into which our Cour- 
tier fhould never fall: Let him value his 
Prince’s Favours, but not at fuch a rate, 
that he knows not how to be without 
them. When received, let them make no 
Change in him; nothing of Wonder or 
Tranfport fhould appear in him © upon 
them; nor fhould they be refufed after 
the blundering manner of fome, whofe 
wery rejecting them is a fufficient Proof 
how ill they deferv’d them. 

‘Yet there is a fort of Backwardnefs ve- 
ry becoming; Honours, when offer’d, 
fhould not overhaftily be accepted, but 
at farft modeftly refufed, yet with the 
Expreffion of a Senfe of their Value, and 
fo as may induce him that offers them, to 

sefs them with the greater Earneftnefs. 
A Refufal of this Kind makes the Prince’s 
Regard appear the greater ; and the Fa- 
your will look fo much the more confi- 


derable, 


R DE R: 

stano offerti pik prefio, che uccellar- 
gli cosi fcopertamente, come fan mol- 
ti, che tanto avidi ne ono, che pare, 
che non confeguendog!2, habbiano da 
perder la vita: & fe per forte han- 
no qualche disfavore, 0 Vér0 VEggo- 
no altri effer favoriti, réfiano con 
tanta angonta, che diffimular per mo- 
do alcuno non poffono quella nvidia: 
onde fanno ridere di sé ogn uno, & 
fpeffo fono cdufa, che 2 Signort diano 
favore a chi fi fia, folamente per far 
loro difpetto. 

Se poi ancor fi ritrévano in favo- 
re, che paffi la mediocrita, tanto 
sinébriano in effo, che réfiano wmpe- 
diti ad allegrezza, ne par che fap- 
pian cid che fi far delle mani, ne de 
i piedi; & quafi flanno per chiamar 
la brigata, che venga a vedergli, & 
congratularfi feco, come at cofa, che 
non sano confueti mat pia a bavere. 

Di quefia forte non voglo che fia 
il noftro Cortegiano : Vogho ben che 
ami i f vori, ma non perd gli eftim: 
tanto, che non paia poter ancor ftar 
fenzeffi: © quando gl confegne, non 
mofiri a’éffervs dentro nuovo; ne fo- 
refticra: ne marvvigiiarfi che gla st- 
ano offe tis ne gli rifiuts di quel mo- 
do, che fanno abcuna, che per vera 
iguovrantia Vefiano adaccettargl, 
cost fanno vedere a i circonfiintt, 
che fe ne condfcono indegus. 

Dee bin I’huomo far fempre un 
poco pin rimeffo, che non comporta it 
grado fuo; non accettar cos? facil- 
mente i favori, 3 honori, che gh fo- 
no offerti, 5 rifiutarght modeftamen- 
te, mofirando eftimargls affat, con tal 
modo perd, che dia occafione a chi gilt 
offerifce, d ‘offerirglt con molto mag- 
gior inflantia. Perché quanto piare- 
Sifténtia con tal modo sufanello accet- 

targlt, 





>¥argli, tanto piu pare a guel Prin- 
eae che gli concede, a’ elf er efiimma- 
che la gratiache fa, tanto fia 
A albeihe guanto piu colui, che la 
7aCCUE, mofira apprezzarla, & pin 
di ef speiie honorato. Et guefts 
sono 2 vert, & fodi favori, che fanno 
aon effer eftimato da chi di fuor 
gli vede: perché non effendo mendi- 
cati, ogn’un prefume, che nafcano da 
vera virta; € tanto pitt, quanto fono 
ccompagnatt al a mode ftia. 

Diffe allhora Meffer Cefare Gon- 
saga, parmi che habbiate rubbato 
quefio paffo allo Evangélio, dove dice, 
a S Quando sei invitato a n0zze, Va, 

© & afféttati nell infimo loco, accio 
% che venendo colut, che tha invita- 
“ £0, dica, amico afcend: pin fa; 
“* cost tt fara honore alla preféeutia 
“ de z convitat.. 

RifeMeffer Federico, § diffe, Trop- 
po gran facrilegi farebbe rubbare al- 
lo Evangélio; mavozi fiete pin dotto 
nella facva Scrittura, chio non mi 
penfava. Por foggzun/e; vedete, C0- 
me a gran pericolo ft méttono tallhor 
quelli che temerariamente innanzi ad 
un Signore éntrano in ragionamento, 
fenza che altri gli ricercht: © fpef- 
fo quel Signore, per far loro Seornd, 
HOn rifponde, 5 wolge tl capo ad un’ 

altra mano; © fe pur rifponde loro, 
0gn un vede che Lo fa con fafitdio. 

Per havér adunque favore da tz 
Signori, non é¢ meghior via, che mert- 
targli: ne bifogna che Vhurmo ft 
confidt, vedendo unaltro che fia gra- 
to ad un Principe per qual fi voglia 
cofa, di dover per imitarlo, effo ancor 
medefimamente venire a quel grado; 
perche ad ogn’un non fi convicn ogni 
cofa. Et trovard fi tal hor un’ hno- 
mo, il qual da natura fara tanto 
pronto 
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derable, the more he feems to efteem ir, 
and to think himfelf Red me it. 
Thefe are the proper, the only Honours 
that gain Refpect and Efteem in the 
World: fince not folicited, they are 
thought deferved; and ftill the more, 
when Modefty accompanies them. 


ea 


Ceefar Gonzaga then interpofed, You 
feem here to have ftolen your Direétions 
from the Gofpel, where your Rule is, 
¢ When thou ar t-bidden to a Wedding, 
*¢ go and fit down in the loweft Room, 
‘¢ that when he that bad thee cometh, he 
“© may fay, Friend, come up higher; fo 
‘© fhalt thou have Honour in the aie 
‘© of them that fit atc Meat with the 

Frederick, fmiling, reply’d, a Th eft 
of this Nature would be Sacrilege indeed ; 
but I could never have imagin’d you fo 
well verfed in Scripture. He then went 


a 


ons; it may not be improper to reflect 


what Hazard they run who will force Dif- 
courfe with their Prince: It often hap- 
pens, that to make them the more ri- 
diculous, he avoids anfwering them, and 
turns his Head away; or if he replies, it 
is in a manner, that makes his Difdain 
fufficiently apparent. 

Would we then engage the Favours of 
the Great, the beft way we can take, is to 
merit them: Nor fhould we expect, by 
imitating the Manners of a Favourite, to 
become one; for what fits agreeably e- 
nough on fome, has a very indifferent 
Appearance on others. A Perfon may 
fometimes be found fo particularly turn’d 
by Nature for Mirth, that whatever he 
fays muft create it, and he himfelf feems 
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born for this Purpofe- alone. Whereas pronto alle facétie, che cio che dird; 


fhould another, naturally grave, how 
cood foever his Underftanding may be, 
attempt the fame, he would. appear cold, 
tirefome, and naufeate his Audience, and 
neet with the Afs’s Fate, who mutt needs 
imitate the Spaniel, and fawn on his Ma- 
fter. Every one therefore fhould know 
himfelf, what his Abilities are, and act 
agreeably to them, well weighing what he 
ought to imitate, and what to decline. 


Vincentio Calmeta here interrupted 
him; If my Memory deceive me not, 


you obferved juft now, that the beft way 
to gain Favours is to merit them; and 
that a Courtier ought rather to wait till 
they are offer’d, than confidently folicite 
them. A Rule this, Iam afraid, but little 
to the Purpofe; and Experience teaches us 
the contrary; for in thefe Days, fuch as 
have the moft Affurance are the greatetft 
Favourites of their Princes: I know 
very well, you are your felf a Witnefs, 
that there are Perfons who finding them- 
felves deftitute of the good Graces of 
their Prince, have eafily gained them 
purely by their Confidence. But fuch 
as Modefty has recommended, I profefs I 
know not any; and believe it will take up 
fome time to find’em. Look into the Court 
of France, one of the moft confiderable at 
prefent in Chriftendom, and you will 
Gnd that thofe who are moft in Favour 
have generally a good Share of Affurance; 
not only with their Fellow Subjects, but 
even with the Prince himfelf. 


I cannot 


portera feco il rifo, & parera che fia 


nato folamente per quello. Et fe un’- 
altro che habbia maniera di gravita, 
avenga che fia di buont{imo ingegno, 
vorra métterfia far il medéfim, fa- 
ra freddtfimo, © difgratiato, di for- 
te, che fara flémaco a chi Pudira, 8 
riufcira a punto quell’ Ajfino, che ad 
imitation del cane voleva fcherzar 
col patrone. Perd bifogna, che ogn’- 
un conofia fe flefo, © le forze fue; 
& a guello saccémmodt ; €5 conside- 
vi quali cofe ha da imitare, & qua- 
li no. 
Prima che pin avanti paffate, dif- 
fe quivi Vincentio Calmeta; 810 bo 
ben intefo, parmi che dianzi habbia- 
te detto, che la miglior via per con- 
feguir favori, fia il meritargl ; & 
che pit prefto dee 11 Cortegtano afpet- 
tar che gli stano offerti, che profun- 
tuofamente ricercarglt. lo dubito af- 
fai che quefta régola fia poco al pro- 
pifito; & parm che la efperiéntia cz 
faccia molto ben chiarz del contra- 
rio; perché hoggidi pochiffimi fona 
favoritt da Signort, eccetto 2 profun- 
tuofe: 6 fd che vor potete effer buon 
tefliménio d’alcuni, che ritrovandofs 
in poca gratia de i lor Princip, fo- 
lamente con la profuntione fi fon loro 
fatti grati. Ma quells che per mo- 
déflia stano afcefi, 10 per mé non Co- 
nofeo; © a vor ancora dd {patio di 
penfarvi, © credo, che pochi ne tro- 
varete. Et fe coufiderate la Corte dz 
Francia, la qual hoggidi é una delle 
pin nébili di Chriftianita, trovarete, 
che tutti quelli, che in effa hanno 
gratia univer fale, tengon del profun- 
tuofo; &5 non folamente lunocon Val- 
tro, ma col Re medéfimo. 
Quefto 








Quefio non dite gia, rifpofe Mef- 
fer federico, SY an Francia fon 
modefiifimi, DS corteft gentil hudmi- 
mi: veroé che ufano una certa liber- 
ta, © domeftichezza Senza ceremd- 
nia, la gual ad effi e prépria © natu- 
vale; & perd non ft dee chiamar pro- 
funtione: perché in quella fia cost 
fatta maniera, benche ridano, © pi- 
glino piactie de prefuntucfi, pir ap- 
prézzano molto guellt, che loro paio- 
u0 baver in sé valore, & modéftia. 

Rifpofe il Calmeta, guardate gli 
Spagnuolt, z qual par e SZANO thae- 
fivi della Cortegiania;  confiderate 
guantt ne trovate, che con‘Doune, 
con Signort non stano profuntuost{t- 
mi, € tanto pin de Franceft, quanto 
che nel prim) afpetto méfirano gran- 
diffima modéftia : 8 veramente in cid 
fone difcreti; perche (come ho detto) 

z Signort de’ noftrz tempi tutti favo- 
vi{cono gue foli, che hanno tat cofiu- 
me. 

Rifpofe alihora Meffer Federico , 
non voglio gia comportar Meffer Vin- 
centir, che voi guefta nota diate at 
Signort de’ nofirt tempi; perche pir 
ancor motttz i fond, che amano la modé- 
fita; la quale 10 nou dico pero, che 
fola bafti per far Vhuomo grato: Di- 
co ben, che quando é congiunta COM in 
. an valore, honora alfas chi la pe Me. 

: & fe ella di sé fiefja tace, Péope- 
re 2p indévols partano largamente, © 
fon molto pia maravigliofe, che fe 

folfero accompagnate “dalla prefii- 
‘tione, & temerita. 
Non voglio gia negar che non fi 
trévino multi Spagnuoli profuntuof: 
Dito ben, che quelli, che fono affai 
eflimati, per il pit fono mode ftifjimi. 
Ritrovanfi poi ancor alcuw altri tan- 
to freddi, che fuiggouo il-confértio 
| de 
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I cannot agree with you, reply’d Fre- 
derick, for certainly the Court of France 
has in it many Perfons of the greateft Halls 
defty and Humanity: One f finds there in- 
deed a certain Freedom and Familiarity 
which is natural to the Country; ‘and 
therefore ought not to be ftyled Affu- 
rance: For though, according to their U- 
fage, they fmile and eo pleafed with 
the forward, yet they highly ‘Value all 
Perfons of Worth and Modefty. 


Confider, faid Calmeta, the Spaniards, 
thofe complete Courtiers, as they are e- 
fteem’d; with what an Infolence they 
carry themfelves towards thofe of the 
higheft Rank of both Sexes; and theirs : 
fo much the more remarkable than tha 
of the French, becaufe at firft View one 
would conclude them the moft referved 
of Men: Nor do I blame their Behavi- 
our; for, as I obferved, the moft confi- 
dent are at prefent the moft favour'd. 


I cannot allow you Vincentio, anfwer’d 
Frederick, to pafs fuch a Sentence on the 
great Men of the Age; many of whom have 
Modetty in high Efteem, not that it alone 
is a fufficient Recommendation: But 
what I advance is, that it, join’d:to Me- 
rit, is the moft valuable Ornament to its 
Poffeffor: Nor willits Silence be in the 
leaft prejudicial, brave Actions fpeak for 

themfelves, and appear to much better 
Advantage, than if Confidence accompa- 
ny’d ’em. 


I don’t deny but Infelence is to be met 
with in eee Spaniards: But this I af- 
firm, thofe of the higheft Repute among 
em are generally fick as are of the great- 
eft Modefty. Some on the other “hand 


are to be found of fo cold a Conttitution, 
bers that 
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a) 
that they avoid, beyond all Reafon, all 


Intercourfe with Mankind, and make 
themfelves reputed either very bafhful, 
or very proud: A Courfe I cannot ap- 
rove, for Modefty may well be preferv- 

1 yet Rufticity avoided. When 


I 

ed, anc 
any Occafion calls for Eloquence, I would 
have our Courtier able to exert.it: He 


scyh t Mh ae ee hawe an eVv4 C} Ke x 
ught likewife to have an exact Know- 
ledge in all Affairs of State; and be Ma- 


Cc 
A eee Oh ae a ae erg he 
fter of the Addrefs to accommodate him- 


oO 


a | 


1S eet ete Wie P ee hatever! IWATE 
{elf to the Manners of whatever nation 


he may tranfact with. Let his Courtely 
fhew itfelf in Things even of lefs Mo- 


ct 


ment, and his Care be to pals 4 righ 


ore bape nw oolle hur whar m ift princi- 
juaqgSMent Oi ail + Dill what mult princi 


pally be regarded is, that his Ends be 
ftritly juft: He fhould avoid Envy and 
Detraétion, nor ever feek Greatnefs at the 
Expence of his Duty. 

Calmeta here interpofed: I affure you, 
all other Ways to it are more uncertain 
and round about, than this you difap- 
prove; for now a-days (I fay it again) the 
Great love only thofe who tread in this 
Path. 


Not fo fevere, anfwer’d Frederick, I 
beg of you; for this is to arraign all that 
are now in Power as corrupt and degene- 
rate, which muft be falfe, fince we our 
felves know fome the contrary. But if it 
be our Courtier’s hap to ferve a Prince 
without the Senfe of Right and Wrong, 
fo foon as he difcovers his Principles, his 
Bufinefs muft be to quit his Service, and 
avoid that Anxiety which a good Man 
muft feel, when a bad one is his Mafter. 


All we can do, anfwer’d Calmeta, is 
to beg of God, that we may have fuch as 
are good; for when we have any, we muft 
take them fuch as we, find’em; fincea 
Gentleman 
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de gli hudmini troppo fuor di modos 
& paffano un certo grado dit medio- 
critas tal che fi fanno eftimare, 0 
troppo timidi, 0 troppo fuperbi: © 
guefti per niente non laudo, né Vo- 
glio, che la modéfiia fia tanto afciut- 
ta, & avrida, che diventi rufticita. 
Ma fia il Cortegiano, guando gli 
vien in propofito, facondo: Et ue z 
diftorfi de flatz prudente, e favio; 
& habbia tanto giudicio, che fappia 
accommodarfi a 2 coftumt delle natio- 
ni, ove ft ritrova. Pot nelle cofe 
pit baffe, fia piacévole, ] ragioni 
bene dogut cofa; mia fopra tutto 
tenda fempre al bene: non invidiofo, 
non mal dicente, ne mat Sinduca a 
cercar gratia, 0 favor per via Vitia- 
fa, ne per mezzo dit mala forte. 


Diffe allhora il Calmeta: 10 v’af- 
ficuro, che tutte Laltre vie fon mol- 
to pin dubbiofe S pit lunghe, che 
non € guefta, che vot biafimate; per- 
che hoggidi (per replicarlo uwaltra 
volta) + Signori non amano, fe non 
que’, che fon volts a tal camino. 

Non dite cosi,rifpofe allhor Meffer 
Federico, perché quefto farebbe trop- 
po chiaro argumento, che 2 Signor de 
nofirt tempt foffero tutte vitiofi © 
mali, ilche non 6, perché pur fe ne 
ritrévano alcunt bout. Ma fel no- 
ftro Cortegiano per forte faa fi trove- 
ra effer a fervitio d'un, che fia vt- 
tiofo, 5 maligno, fuibito che lo cono- 
fea, fe ne levi, per non provar quel- 
lo eftremo affanno, che féntono tutti z 
boni, che férvono a mals. 

Bifogna pregar Dio, rifpofe il 
Calmeta, che ce gli dia boni; perché 
guaudo Shanno, é forza patirgli ta- 
li, quali fono; perche infinite rifpet- 

tz 











tz aftringono chi é gentil’ huomo, pot 
che ha cominciato a fervire ad un pa- 
trone, a non lafctarlo. Ma la dif- 
gratia confifie nel principio: © fono 
z Cortegiant in quefto cafo, alla con- 
dition di que’ malaventurati uccellt, 
che nafcono in trifta valle. 

A mé pare, diffe Meffer Federico, 
che’l débito debba valér pin che tutti 
i rifpetti; §5 pur che un gentil’huo 
mo non lafct 21 patroue, quando foffe 
in fila guerra, 0 in gualche adver fi- 
ta, di forte che fi poteffe crédere che 
cio faceffe per fecondar La fortuna, 0 
per parergls che gli mancaffe quel 
meZ20, del qual poteffe trarre utilt- 
ta; da ognt altro tempo credo che 
poffa con ragione,  debba levarfi da 
guella fervitn, che tra z bout fia per 
dargli vergogna; perche ogwun pro- 
fume che chi ferve a t buont, fia buo- 
u0, © chi ferve ai mali, fia malo. 


Vorret, diffe allbora il Signor Lu- 
dovico Pio, che voi mi chiarifle un 
dubbio, ch’z0 bo nella mente; 11 qual 
é, fe un genti’huomo, mentre che 
ferve ad un Principe, é obligato ad 
ubidirgli in tutte le cofe, che gli co- 
manda, ancor che féffero difbonefte 
> vituperofe 2 

Ln cofe difponefie non fiamo noi ob- 
ligatt ad ubidire a perfina alcuna, 
rifpofe Meffer Federico. 

Lt come, replico il Signor Lodovico, 
S10 flard ab fervittio d'un Principe, 
zl qual mi tratti bene, & fi confidi 
ch’to debba far per Iui cid che far fr 
puo, comandandomi ch’io vada ad am- 
mazzar un huomo, 0 far gual ft vo- 
a na cofa, debbo io rifiutar di 

arla: 
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Gentleman is on many Accounts obliged 
not to quit a Prince, in whofe Service he 
hath once been engaged. ‘The unfortu- 
nate Step is the firft: And a Courtier in 
this Cafe, is like an unhappy Bird hatch- 
ed in fome melancholy and fatal Vale. 


In my Opinion, faid Frederick, Duty 
ought to take Place of all other Refpects ; 
and though a Gentleman would not leave 
his Prince in Time of War, or ina State 
of Adverfity, when either it might be 
thought that his Quarrel was not with the 
Man but his Fortune, or that he knew 
of no Remedy to apply to his Relief; 
yet in other Circumftances I think that he 
may, nay, that he ought to quit a Ser- 
vice which muft reflect Difhonour upon 
him in the Opinion of every virtuous Per- 
fon; it being a Notion which univerfally 
prevails, that they who ferve the good are 
themfelves fo, and that fuch as attend on 
the bad muft be bad. 

I fhould be glad, faid Ludovicus Pius, 
if you would clear me a Doubt; and itis, 
whether a Man of Honour be oblig’d to 
obey the Orders of the Prince he ferves, 
though they be unjuft or difhonourable? 


No one, . anfwer’d Frederick, can be 
oblig’d to comply with an unjuft com- 
mand, 

But what, reply’d Ludovicus, if my 
Prince ufe me well, and accounting it 
my Duty to ferve him in whatever I am 
able, give me an Order to kill a Man, or 
do fomething elfe of that Nature, ought 
I to difobey him? 
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You ought, anfwer’d d Frederick, to o- 
bey him in whatever may redound to his 
Honour and Intereft, but not in what will 
fix on him Infamy and Reproach. if 


therefore he would have you engage in a 


bafe Action, you are not only under no 

Ybligation to do it, butev’n under one to 
abftain from it, both on your own Ac- 
count, and that of your Mafter*s Honour 
likewife. It is true, that many things bad 
in themfelves have at firft View the Ap- 
pearance of Good as there are many things 
which feem ill, but are indeed the con- 
trary. Therefore it is fometimes lawful 
not to kill one Man only, on our Princes 
Order, but e’en ten thoufand ; as it like- 
wife is to do feveral other Particulars 
which to an inattentive View feem evil, 
but in Faét are far otherwife. 

I intreat you, interpos’d Gafpar Palla- 
vicino, to dwell a little on this Head, and 
inform us, how we may diftinguifh what 
is really, from what is but apparently 
good. 


You muft excufe me, anfwer’d Frede- 
rick, from entring on a Subject which 
would engage too much of my time: 
Your own Reafon muft here be your 


Guide. 


Refolve me, reply’d Gafpar, one 
doubt at leaft. And what is that, faid Fre- 


derick? 


When my Prince, an{wer’d Gafpar, has 
employ’d me in an Affair, and given me 
exprefs Inftructions how I muft proceed 
in the Profecution of it; if I find my felf 
more likely to fucceed by aéting diffe- 
rently from my Inftructions, than by an 
exact Obfervance of them, ought my 
own Reafon to take Place, or my Prin- 


cipal’s Inftructiongs 


Your 


Voi dovete, rifpofe Meffer Federi- 
co, ubidire al Signor voftro in tutte 
le cofe, che a lui fono utili 5 bhono- 
révolt, nonin quelle, che gli fono dt 
danno & di vergogna. Perd, fe effa 
vt commandaffe, che facefie un tra- 
dimento, non folamente non fete oblt- 
gato a farlo, ma fete oe a u0n 
farlo, &5 per voi fteffo, & per non ef- 
fer minifiro della ver ee del Si- 
gnor vofiro. Vero e, che molte cofe 
paiono al primo afpetto buone, cbe 
Sono male; 5 molte paiono male, 
pur fou buone. Pero é lecito tal’- 
hor per Servitio de’ fuoi Signori amaz- 
zare non un huomo, ma dieci milia; 
& far molte altre cofe, le qualia chi 
non le confideraffe, come ft dee, pare- 
rtano male, pur non fono. 


Rifpofe allhora il Signor Gafpar 
Pallavicino; Deh per vofira fe ra- 
gionate un poco fopra quefto,  in- 
fegnatect come ft poffan difcérner le 
cofe veramente buone, dalle apparen- 
£2. 

Perdonatemi, diffe Meffer Fede- 
rico; Io non voglio entrar qua, che 
troppo ci farta che dire: ma il tut 
to fi rimetta alla difiretion voftra. 


Chiarttemi almen uwaltro dubbio, 
replicd il Signor Gafparo. Et che 
dubbio, diffe Meffer Federico? 

Quefto, rifpofe il Signor Gafparo, 

vorres fupére efféndomi impofto da 
Ui WiB0 Szgnore terminatamente quel- 
Lo, ch’io habbia a fare in una impre- 
Sf d negotio di qual fe voglia forte; 
S10 vitrovandomi im fatto, & parén- 
domi con Voperare piit, 0 mend, 0 ab- 
trimenti dt quello, che we flato m- 
pofto, poter far fuccédere la cofa pin 
BS 0 con pit utilita di 
ch; 








































cht wha dato tal carico, debbo i0 go- 
vernarmi fecondo quella prima nor- 
ma, fenza paffar 2 términt del coman- 
damento, 0 pur far quello, che a mé 
par effer meglio ¢ 

Rifpofe allhora Meffer Federico, 
Io circa queffo vi darez la fenténtia 
con lo efempio dt Manlio Torguato , 
che iu tal cafo per troppa pieta uc- 
cifeil figlinolo, fe lo eftimaffe deguo 
dt molta tdude, che in véro non Le- 
fiemo; benche ancor non ofo biafimar- 
lo, contra la opinion di tanti fécolz. 
Perche fenza diubbio é affai perico- 
lofa cofa defviare da 2 comandamenti 
Ge’ fuot maggiori, confidandoft pit del 
giudicio di sé fleffi, che di guegli, a 
2 quals ragionevolmente sha da ubi- 
dive. Perchée, fe per forte il pen- 
fier vien fallito, § la cofa fucceda 
male, incorre L’huomo nell’ error del. 
la difubediéntia,  ruina quello, che 
hada far, fenza via alcuna di efcufa- 
tione, 0 fperanza dt perdono. Se an- 
cor la cofa vien fecondo il defidério, 


bifogna laudarne la ventura, © con-. 


tentarfene.. Pir con tal modo 8 intro- 
duce una ufanza d’eflimar poco 
2. commandamenti de? fuperiori; &§ 
per efémpio di quello, a cui fara 
fucceffo bene, 2b gual forfe fara pru- 
dente,  hara difcorfo con ragione, 
 ancor fara frato. aiutato dalla fir- 
tuna, vorranno pot mille altni igno- 
vanti, Oleggiert, pigliar ficurta nel- 
le cofe importantifjime di far al lor 
modo; ‘8 per mofirar defer favi, 
haver autorita, difvidr da i coman- 
damenti de Signor: il che é mali ffi- 
ma cofa, S fpeffo caufa d’ infinite er- 
rOrt. 

Ma 10 eftimo, che in tal cafo debba 
guello, a cut tocca, confiderar matu- 
wanente, O quafi porre in pet 
Z 
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Your Rule, anfwer’d Frederic, fhouldbe 
told you by Manlius Torquatus, whofe 
ftrict Regard to Duty in a like Cafe put 
him onthe taking. away even.aSon’s Life, 
could I think that Action to be commended, 
which really Ido not; tho’I dare not run 
counter to the Opinion of all Ages, and 
abfolutely condemn it. Without Difpute 
it is a dangerous Point to act contrary to 
Orders, confiding more on our own Judg- 
ment, than on his whom we ought to o- 
bey. or, if we are deceiv’d and prove 
unfuccefsful, we are guilty of Difobe- 
dience; we ruin the whole Undertaking ; 
and can have no Excufe or Hope of Par- 
don. But if we meet with Succefs, all we 
have to do is to thank our good Fortune, 


and be contented: Yet ftill here is a Pra-- 


étice introduc’d of Difobedience to the 
Directions of our Superiours.;.and the Ex- 
ample of one fuccefsful Perfon, who per- 
haps withal was a prudent one, able to 
form a right Judgment of Things, and fa- 
voured likewife by a happy Fortune, fhall 
be Authority enough for a Thoufand ig- 
norant and indifcreet to: act in the moft 
important Affairs on their own Heads, 
and fhew their Wifdom and Power by a 
Negleé& of their Inftructions: A Thing 
highly blameable, and often of the moft 
fatal Confequence.. 


My Thoughts are, that in fuch a 
Cafe we ought maturely to confider 


] A 
and balance on the one Hand, the Ad- 
vantages 
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zl bene, & & la commodita, che glié per 

venire del fare contra il comanda- 

mento, ponendo chel difegno fuo gli 
se€tations, And onthe other, theIncon- fwcceda fecondo la fperanza. “Daltl’- 
altra banda Bd caike x it male, & 
la incommodita, che gliene nafce, fe 
per loa contrafacendo al comanda- 
mento, la cofa gli vien mal fatta. Et 
conofcendo chet danno poffa effer mag- 

Si0res di pit importa ntia fucce- 
dendo il male, che la utilita fueceden- 
do ib bene; dee afienérfene, és fervar 
a puntino quello, che impofto gli e. 
Et per contrario, fe la atilite é per 
effer di pin importantia 
zl bene, che’l dauno ‘Gieadeusl il ma- 
le, credo che poffa ragionevolmente 
métterfi a far quello, che pit la ra- 
gione, el gindicio fuo gli detta: & 
lafiiar un poco da canto quella pro- 
pria forma del comandamento, per fa- 
ve come 2 buoni mercatanti, 1 qual 
per guadagnar Laffat, aventirano iL 
poco, manon Vaffat per guadagnar il 
poco. 


vantages accruing, by acting contrary to 


vhat we are- direéted, fuppofing every 
Thing to fall out according to our Ex- 


<9 


eniences which may arife when we follow 
not our Inftruétions from our Mifcarriage. 
If oreater Inconveniences are likely to at- 
a bad Succefs, than we can expect 
Advantages from good; we certain- 
ly ought not to act contrary to our Or- 
ders, but moft punctually to obferve them. 
On the contrary, if we have a Pt rofpect 
of far greater Benefit from Things hap- 
Ene Pavecedtine to our wilh, than of 
hurt from their falling out contrary to it, 
I fhould apprehend, ‘th at we had Reafon 
to act according to our own Judgment: 
And neglecting the Letter of our Inftru- 
tions, to take the expert Merchant for 
our Pattern, who ventures a very little 
in order to gain much, but never much 
to make a {mall Return. 


What I would here particularly recom- 
mend, is a Regard to the Temper of the 
Prince; according to which we ought to 
conduét ourfelves: If there be the Severity 
in it which we find in that of many, | 
would never advife the fwerving in any 
refpe&t from what was enjoin’d, left he 
fhare the Fate of the Athenian Engineer; 
to whom P. Craffus Mutianus, being in 
Afia, and propofing to affault a certain 
Town, fent exprefs Orders for the greateft 
Matft of two which he had feen in Athens, 


that he might make with it an Engine to 
batter the Wall. The Engineer, as a 


very fkilful Perfon, knew well that the 
greater was the moft unfit for the Pur- 
pofe, and therefore, becaufe the lefs 
might be carried with more Eafe, and 

do 


necedendo 


Laudo ben, che fopra tutto habbia 
rifpetto alla natura di quel Signore, 
a cui ferve; © fecondo quella fi go- 
verni: Perche fe folfe cost auftera, 
come di molti, che fe ne trévano, to 
non lo configliaret mat, fe amico m10 
foffe, che mutaffe m parte alcuna L’- 
Grdine datogli; accio che non gli in- 
traveniffe quel, che fi ferive effer in- 
tervenuto ad un maeftro ingegnero d’- 
Ateniefi; al quale, effendo P. Craffo 
Mutiano in Afia, © volendo combat- 
tere una terra, mando a domandare 
uno de’ dut alberi da nave, cheffo in 
Athene havea veduto, per far uno 
Ariete da battere il muro, © diffe 
voler il maggiore. L’ingegnero, come 
quello, ch’era intendentiffimo, conobbe 


guel maggiore effer poco a propdfito 
per 

























































per tal effetto: & per effer il mi- 
nore pin facile a portare, © ancor 
piu conveniente a far quella machi- 
na, mandollo a Mutiano. 

Lffo imtendendo come la cofa era 
sta, fecefi venir quel pévero inge- 
gnero, e domandatogli, perché non 
Lhavea ubidito, non volendo admét- 
tere ragion alcuna che gli diceffe, Lo 
fece fpogliar nudo, Sbattere,  fru- 
flare con verghe, tanto che ft mori, 
paréndogli, che in loco d’ubidirl ha- 
veffe voluto configharlo. Si che con 
guefit cosi fevert hudmini bifogna u- 
far molto rifpetto. 

Ma laftramo da canto homai quefta 
pratica de Signori, © véngafi alla 
converfatione co 2 pari, 0 poco dife- 
gual; che ancor a quefta bifogna at- 
téndere per effer univerfalmente pit 
frequentata, © trovarfi Vhuomo pin 
Jpelfo in quefta, che in quella de Si- 
guort. Benche fono alcuni feiocchi, 
che fe foffero in compagnia del mag- 
gibr amico, che habbiano al mondo; 
zncontrandofi con un méglio vefttto, 
Sibito a quel sattaccano: fe poi gli 
ue occorre un aitro meglio, fanno pur 
zl medéfimo. Et quando poi il Prin- 
cipe paffa per le piazze, chiefe, 0 al- 
tri locht piblici, a forza di cubiti fr 
fanno far firada a tutti, tanto che fe 
gli méttono al coftato: © fe ben non 
hanno che dirgli, pir lor voglion 
parlare, e tengono lunga la dicerda, 
& rideno, & batteno le manty el cas 
Po, per moftrar ben haver facende 
a importantia, accio ch’el Popolo gli 
vegga in favore. Ma poi che quefti 
tali non fi dégnano di parlare, fe non 
ra) i Seguori » 20 non voglio che noi de- 
gutamo parlar defi. 


Abllbore 
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do better Service, fent i¢ to Mutia- 
nus. 


He finding what was done, had the 
poor Fellow brought before him, and de- 
manding the Reafon of the Negleé&t of his 
Command, without admitting any Ex- 
cufe, made the Man be {tripped and 
whipped fo feverely, that it coft him his 
Life; and this, becaufe he had given Ad- 
vice, rather than paid Obedience. To 
Men therefore of fuch Rigour, we can- 
not conform our felves too ftrictly. 


But to leave the Concerns of our Supe- 
riors, and proceed to the Intercourfe we 
maintain with our Equals, or thofe who 
are in a fort our Inferiors; for to thefe 
our Regard muft extend, as with whom 
we converfe more frequently than per- 
haps with our Prince. Some there are fo 
abfurd, that they will leave the Company 
of the beft Friend in the World, for that 
of one more finely drefs’d; and his too, 
if they efpy another that makes a better 
Figure. And when the Prince appears in 
publick, they are reftlefs till at his El- 
bow: to whom, though they have no 
Bufinefs to impart, they will be ever- 
laftingly talking, and that with fuch Ge- 
ftures, as may deceive the SpeAators in- 
to an Opinion that they have fomething 
of great Importance to communicate, 
and are greatly in Favour. But fince 
it is the Humour of thefe Creatures to 
take no Notice but of. Princes, let it 
be ours to take none of them. 




























The COU 
Since you have mention’d, Frederick, 
faid Julian, here, forme that delight fo 
much in the Company of fuch as drefs the 
fineft, I could with you would give us 
your Thoughts how a Courtier ought to 
, and what fort of Habit becomes 
him beft; for herein we find a wide Difa- 
greement: ‘The French Fafhion is with 
fome the moft ornamental, with fome the 
Spanifh, and with others the German 5 
nay, there are fuch as find the greateft 
Elegance in the Mode of Turkey: and as 
one thinks himfelf to appear to Advan- 
ce in a Beard, another apprehends a 


oe 
greater from. being without one. In 


what therefore fo many differ, I muft re- 
queft you to direct us. 


a Fe {s 


ta 


I know not, faid Frederick, what par- 
ticular Rules to lay down for Drefs; all I 
can advife is, a Conformity to the pre- 
vailing Mode; and fince, as you fay, that 
is fo various, and the Italians fo fond of 
the Fafhions of other Nations, I think e- 
very one at Liberty to follow which he 
pleafes. How indeed it comes to pafs 1 
cannot tell, that Italy fhould not. have, 
as it was wont, a Mode proper to itfelf: 
for though, fince the Introduction of new 
Habits, the old have an uncouth fort of 
Appearance; yet were thefe perhaps a 
Sion of Liberty, whereas the new have 
been but too fatal Omens of Servitude, 
which in our Days we have evidently feen 
accomplifh’d.. And:as we:are told, that 
Darius having, the Year before his War 
with Alexander, alter’d the Form of the 
Sword he wore from the Perfian to the 
Macedonian, was informed by the Di- 
viners, that this Act of his portended the 
Conqueft of Perfia, by them-into whofe 

Fafhion he had changed the Form of the 
Perfian Sword, 
So 









RITTER. 
Alibora il Magnifico Giuliano, 
Vorrei, diff, Meffer Federico, pot 
che havete fatto mention di quefit, 
che saccompagnano cosi volentiert CO 
z ben veftiti, che ci mofirafie di quas | 
manicra ft debba veftire it Cortegia- 
n0, che habito pit fe gli convenga: 
3 circa tutto Vornamento. del corpo 
in che modo debba governarfi; per- 
che in queflo veggiamo infinite UVarle- 
ta: chi fi vefte alla Francefe, che 
alla Spagnola, chi vuol parer Tede- 


feo; née ci mancano ancor di guelle 


che fe véftino alla foggia de’ Turchi: 
chi porta la barba, chi no. Sarta 
adungue ben fatto faper, in quefta 
confufione, eléggere 11 meglio. 


Diffe Meffer Federico, Io in vero 
non faprei dar régola determinata 
circa il vefttre, fe non che Vhuomo 
saccommodaffe alla confuetudine de z 
pid; © pot che (come vot dite) que- 
‘fra confuetidine é tanto varia, © che 
gl’ Italiani tanto fon vaghi d abbi- 
gliarfé alle altrui foggie; credo che 
ad ogn'un fia lécito veftirfi a modo 
fio. Ma io non sd per qual fatto in- 
tervenga, che la Italia non habbia, 
come foleva bavere, habito che fia 
conofeiuto per Italiano: che benche le 
haver pofio in ufanza quefli nu0vt, 
faccia parér quelli primt gofiffime ; 
pir quelli forfe érano fegno di liber- 
ta, come quefti fou flati augirio dz 
ferviti; il qual hormai parm affai 
chiaramente adempinto. Et come fe 
ferive, che havendo ‘Dario l’anno pri- 
ma, che combattefe con Alefandro , 
fatto acconciar la fpada, chegh por- 
tava 4 canto, la quale era Perfiana, 
alla foggia dt Macedénia, fa mter- 
pretato da gl’indovint, che quefto fr- 
gnificava, che coloro, nella foggia de’ 

quale 
























































guali Dario haveva tramutato La for- 
ma della fpadaPerfiana, verriano a 
dominar la Per fia. 

Cosi Vhaver not mutati gli habiti 
Italiani ne ght ftranieri, parm, che 
fianificaffe tutti quelli,ne gli habiti de’ 
guali 2 nofire érano trasformati, dover 
venir a fubsugarci: ibche é flato trop- 
po pia che vero, che hormat non refla 
watione,che dinoinon habbia fatto pre- 
da;tantoche poco pitrefiache predare, 
& pur ancor di predar non ff refta. 

Ma non voglio che noi entriamo in 
yagionamenté di fafizdio. Pero ben 
fara dir de gli habiti del noftro Cor- 
£egiand, 2 quali 20 eftimo che pir che 
non stano fuor della confuetidine, née 
contrarit alla profeffione, poffano per 
Lo refto tutti flar bene; pir che fa- 
tisfacctano a chi gli porta. Vero é 
ch’io per mé amaréi, che non fiffero 
eftremi in alcuna parte; come talhor 
fol effer il Francefée in troppo gran- 
dezza, €l Tedefto inv troppo picco- 
lezza: ma come fono, § Luno, & 


Laltro corrett:, © ridutti in mighor- 


forma da gt Italiani. 

Pracem: avcor fempre, che ténda- 
40 un poco pin al grave & ripofato, 
che al vano; pero parmi che maggior 
gratia habbia we i veftimenti il color 
nero, che alcuwaltro; & fe par non 
é nero, che almen tenda allo feuro. Et 
quefto tntendo del veftir ordinario; 
perche non é dibbio che fopra ’arme 
pri fi convengan colori aperti, © ab- 
fegri ; & ancor gli habiti feftivi, 
trinzatt, pompofi, 5 fuperbi. 

Medefimamente ne i fpettacoli pi- 
blici, di fefte, di giochi, di mafchere, 
di tal cofe; perché cos? divifati 
portan feco una certa vivezza,  a- 
‘acrita, che in vero ben s'accompa- 
fa con 2 avme, & giochi. Ma nel 

refto 
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So our leaving the Italian Habit for 
that of Foreigners, feems to have fore- 
boded, that from whom we took our 
Habits we fhould our Laws: which has 
indeed proved a fad Truth, there being 
fcarce a Nation to which we have not 
been made a Prey; and ftill do they con- 
tinue to fpoil us, tho’ we have fcarce any 
thing left of which we can be fpoiled. 

But I will not purfue fo unpleafing a 
Subject. Confining therefore our Dif- 
courfe to the Habit of a Courtier, it is 
fufficient that it be not particular nor un- 
becoming his Character; if it give Sa- 
tisfaction to the Wearer, it may toall. I 
would not indeed that he fhould be in 
Extremes; as the Frenchman often is in 
the Fullnefs, and the German in the 
Straitnefs of his Cloaths, but obferve the 
Mean which the Italian ufes. 


Nor would it be amifs if he inclined to 
the grave rather than the gay; blackT 
think the moft becoming Colour; and 
next to it a fomewhat dark one. This f 
{peak of ordinary Apparel; for when he 
appears in a military Capacity, and on fo- 
lemn Feftivals, lively Colours, fumptuous 
and magnificent Habits, are the moft fuit- 


able. 


a 


Se likewife at publick Entertainments, 
at Sports, at Mafquerades, and on fuch 
like Qceafions; becaufe they have here 
an Air of Gaiety, very proper to the 
Time when they are worn. At other 
Seafons indeed the Sobriety of the Span 


U 2 ard 


I 4 
ard may be moft proper; for as Men ap- 
pear, we form a Judgment of what they 


are, 


I give my felf little Concern, faid 
Cefar Gonzaga, about thefe Matters ; for 
he that is deferving in other Refpects, 
will never be efteemed more or lefs {o 
from his Drefs. 

You are in the right, anfwer’d.Frede- 
rick: But what if we faw a Gentleman in 
a party-colour’d Robe, deck’d with I 
know not what Lace and Fringe, and 
thefe oddly. placed, fhould we not re- 
card him as, a very} great Fool or Cox- 
comb? 


No one would, faid Bembo, Jook on 
him in this Light, that had been.any 
Time in Lombardy, where the Garb of 
all is of that Nature. 


There is no condemning, anfwer’d the 
Duchefs fmiling, an Habit where it is ge- 
neral, fince there it paffes for becom- 
ing, as the long Sleeve is thought in Ve- 


nice, and the Hood in Florence. 


T.ombardy, faids Frederick, was-.no: 
Y > + 


more in my Thoughts than any other Na- 
tion, for I am. fenfible there are Fools e- 
nough in all. But to obferve what feems 


indeed of Importance in this Affair of P 


Drefs, there ought always to. be. in our 
Courtiers a Neatnefs and Elegance;. it 
fhould have a modeft Exaétnefs, but no- 
thing light and feminine: No one part 
thereof fhould be labour’d-more than the 
reft, as we fee many curious-about their 
Hair, and negligent of every thing elfe. 
Of fome, the Teeth are moft their Care; 
ef others.their: Beard; and nice as one 

Man 
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reflo vorrei che mofiraffine quel ripo= 


fo, che molto ferva la nation Spagno- 


la; perche le cofe eftrinfeche, fpeffo 


fan teftiménio delle intrinfeche. 


Allbor diffe Meffer Cefare Gon- 
zaga, queflo a me darta poco nota; 
perche, feun gentil huomo nelle altre 
cofe vale, il veftire non gli accrefce; 
ne (cema mat riputatione. 

Rifpofe Meffer Federico, Voi dite 
iL vero: Pir quale di not, che ve- 
dendo paffeggiar un gentil’huomo cos 
una robba adoffo quartata di diverfi 
colorz, ovéro con tante ftringhette, & 
fettuzze annodate, © fregt traver- 
fati, non lo teneffe per pazzo, 0 per 
buffone ¢ 

Né pazzo, dife Meffer Pietro 
Bembo, né buffone farebbe coftut te- 
nuto dachi foffe qualche tempo vivu-. 
to nella Lombardta, perche cosi van- 
no tuttz: 

Adunque, rifpofe la Signora Du- 
cheffa ridendo, fe cosi vanno tuttt,: 
opporre non fe gli dee per vitio, ef- 
fendo a loro quefio habito tanto con- 
veniente, © proprio, quanto.a 2 Ve- 
netiani il portar le maniche a COMED, 
2 Fiorentini.il Capuccso. 

Non parlo io, diffe Meffer Federico, 
pit della Lombardia, che de gh altre. 
lochi, perché d’ogni nation fe ne tro- 
vano §&§ di feiocchi  d’avediti. Ma: 
er dir cid che mi par.d importan- 
tia del veftire, vogli0 che’ nofiro Cor- 
tegiano in-tutto l’habito fia pulito 
delicato; &5 habbia una certa confor- 
mita di modefta attillatura, ma non. 
pero di manera feminile, 0 vana: 
ne pit in una cofa che nell’altra,. co- 
me moltt ue vedemo, che pougon tan- 
to ftidio nella capigliara, che fi:feor- 
dano il refto. Altri fan profeffione 
di denti; altri di barba; altri di 
bor za~ 




















































bonzachini; altri di berrette; altri 
di ciuffie: © cosi intervien, che quelle 
poche cofe pi culte paiono lor pre- 
fate, e tutte Laltre, che fono {cioc- 
chiffime, fi condfcono per le loro. Et 
guefto tal coftume voglio, che fugga il 
nofiro Cortegzano per mio configizo ; 
aggiungéndovi ancor che debba fra sé 
flea deliberar cid che vuol parére ; 
6 di quella forte, che destdera effer 
ftumato, della medéfima veftirfi; 
far che gli habiti lo awitino ad effer 
tenuto per tale ancor da quelli, che 
non L’édono parlare, née véggono far 
operatione alcuna. 

Amé non pare, diffe allhora-it Si- 
guor GafparPallavicino ,. che fi con- 
venga, ne ancor che sufi tra perfone 
_ di valore giudicar la condition de gli 
hubmini a gli babiti, non alle. pa- 
role, & ail’dpere; perché molti sin- 
Zannartano: née fenza caufa dicefi 
quel proverbio, . che Lhabito nou fa 
al Ménaco.: 


Nou dico io, rifpofe Meffer Fede- 


7100, che per quefio folo shabbiano a - 


far 2 giudicii refoluti delle condition 
de gli hubmini, née che pid non fi co- 
nofcano per le parole, & per l’dpere, 
che per gli habiti: dico ben, che an- 
cor Lhabito non é& piccolo argomento 
della fantasia di chi lo porta, avenga 
che talhor poffa effer falfo: 5 non 
folamente quefto, ma tutti i modi, & 
coftumt, oltre all’ dpere, © parote, fo- 
20 giudicio delle qualita di colui, in 
cut fi véggono. 

Et che cofe trovate vois. rifpofe il 
Signor Gafparo, fopra le quali noi 
polfiam far giudtcio, che non stano née 
parole, née épere? 

Diffe allhor Meffer Federico, voi 
fete troppo fottile loico. Ma per dir- 
vi come 10 intendo, fi trévano alcune 

Oper a>. 
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Man can be about the covering of his. 
Head, another is not lefs fo about that of 
his Feet: whence it happens, that the few 
Things good about ’em are thought bor- 
row’d , and all that is bad their own- 
From an Abfurdity of this fort I would 
diffuade our-Courtier; fubjoining, that 
he firft ought to confider what he defires. 
to be thought ; and then adorn himfelf 
accordingly; making his Apparel affif- 
tant to the begetting an Opinion of his be- 
ing fuch, even in thofe who neither hear 
his Difcourfe; nor-fee his-Actions; 


No one of any Confideration, faid Gafz 


par Pallavicino, fhould or does form a - 


Judgment of Mens real: Qualifications 
from their Drefs,: and not from their Dif- 
courfe and Actions; for that would be to: 
involve ones felf in ftrange Miftakes : and 
thence the Proverb, The. Cowl makes: 
not the Friar. - 


You did not hear me fay, reply’d Fre- 
derick, that the Drefs of Perfons. gave’ 
you an exact Knowledge of what they: 


were inwardly, or that a better Judgmene. 


might not be form’d from their Difcourfe: 
and Actions, than from their’ Habits» 
what I advance is, that Mens»*Cloaths: 
thew generally. their Fancies, (thougly 
fometimes they may fail,) and that the: 
Manner and Carriage of any one, as well. 
as his Deeds.and. Words, let us.into his: 


Nature. 


And what, anfwer’d Gafpar, is it that 
enables us to form a Judgment, which is 
neither done nor faid? 


Your Subtlety {is fomewhat extraordi- 
nary, reply’d Frederick. Butif you muft 
know. my Meaning, fome things are or 
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which continue when done, as Building, 
Writing, and the like: others there are 
not of any Continuance , and fuch as 
thefe I intend: Wherefore Mens Gate, 
their Laugh, their Afpect, I call not by 
the Name of Deeds; and yet thefe Exter- 
nals give us often a true Notion of what 
is Within. 


Did not you account that Friend of 
ours, of whom we talk’d this Morning, 
very vain and empty, the Inftant you faw 
him walking with that Tofs of his Head, 
bowing his Body, -and looking on all af- 
ter a manner that might engage them to 
uncover to.him? So when you fee a Fel- 
low ftaring with a heavy Afpect, and un- 
‘meaning Air, or laughing like the poor 
dumb Creatures with their fwoln Throats 
in the Mountains of Bergamo, though he 
-can do nothing elfe, nor utter a Syllable 
in your Prefence; would you not pro- 
nounce him a Fool? 


°Tis plain then, that the Manner and 
Carriage of a Man which I here diftin- 
suifh from his Deeds, gives us in a 
oreat Meafure a juft Idea of him. There 
is yet another thing which much raifes 
or leffens our Credit; and this is the 
Choice of our Friends, of thofe with 
whom we intimately converfe. For it is 
an undoubted Truth, that fuch as we ten- 
derly affect, and conftantly accompany, 
muft have Will, Sentiment, Judgment, 
and Underftanding, conformable to our 
own. So the Companion of an ignorant 
or profligate Perfon is reputed ignorant 
or vicious: And on the contrary, the 
Man who converfes with the virtuous, the 
wife and prudent, is thought himfelf fuch ; 
it feeming natural for every thing to af- 
fet its like. Great Care fhould then be 
taken 





operationi, che poi che fon fatte, ré- 
fiano ancora, come Vedificare, firtve- 
ve, © altri simili: altre non réfta- 
no, come quelle, di che 10 voghio hora 
inténdere: perd non chiamo in quefte 
propofito che’l paffeggiare, ridere, 
guardare, etat cofe, stano operatio- 
nt; §S pir tutto quefio di fuort da 
notitia [peffo di quel dentro. 

Ditemi, non facefle voi giudicio 
che foffe un vano,  leggier huome 
guello amico nofiro, del quale ragio- 
nammo pur quefta mattina, fibito che 
lo vedefle paffeggiar con quel torcer 
di capo, dimenandofi tutto,  zuvitan- 
do con afpetto benigno la brigata a 
cavar fegli la berretta? Cosi ancora, 
guando vedete uno, che guarda trop- 
po intento con gli occhi fitpidi, a fig- 
gia d’infenfato, 0 che rida cosi fc20c- 
camente , come gue miutoli gozzute 
delle montagne di Bérgamo, avenga 
che non parli 0 faccia altro; non lo 
tenete voi per un gran Babuaffo ? 

Vedete adungue, che guefti modt, 
& coftumi, che 10 nou intendo per ho- 
va che stano operationt, fanno in gran 
parte, che gli hudémini fian conofcit- 
tt. Mad uwaltracofa permi che dia, 
65 /ievi molto la viputatione ; © que- 
fia & la elettion de gli amici, Co 2 
guali fi ha da te ére intrinféca pra- 
tica. Perché indubitatamente la ra- 
gion vuol che di quelli, che fon cow 
firetta amicitia, © indiffolubil com- 
pagnta congzuntt, stano ancor le vo- 
lonta, gli animi, 2 giudtcit, & gl in- 
gegni conform. Cosi chi converfa 
con ignorantt, 0 mali, é tenuto per 
ignorante, 0 malo: © per contrario, 

chi converfa con buon, © favit, © 
diftreti, é@ tenuto per tale; che da 
natura par che ogni cofa volentiert fi 

congs- 





















































cougiunga col {uo simile. “Pero gran 
viguardo credo che fi convenga havere 
nel cominciar quefle amicitie; per- 
che di dui firettz amici, chi conofce 
L’uno, fibito imagina Laltro effer 
della medéfima conditione. 

Rifpofe althora Meffer Pietro Bem- 
bo, del refiringerfi in amicitia cosi 
unanime, come vot dite, parmi vera- 
mente che ft debba haver affai ri- 


guardo, non folamente per Lacquiftar,. 


0 perder la riputatione, ma perché 
hoggidi pochiffimi vert amici ft tro- 
vano, Neé credo che pik stano al mon- 
do quet Piladt,  Horefit, Thefe1, 
Pirithor; né Scipiont, Lelia: an- 
zt nin sb per qual defiin interviene 
ogni di, che dui amici, t quali faran- 
no vivutt in cordialiffimo amore molt’. 
anni, pir ab fine Pun Valtro in 
gualche modo singdunano, 0 per ma- 
lignita, 0 per invidia, 0 per leggie- 
reZZa, 0 per gualthe altra mala 
caufa: & ctafcun da la colpa al com- 
pagno di quello, che. forfe Lun L- 


altro la mérita. 


Pero effendo amé imtervenuto pin 


@una volta Lefer ingannato da chi 
pia amava, & da chi fopra ogni al- 
tra perfona haveva confidéntia d’ef- 
Ser amato; ho penfato talhor dame a 
me, che fia ben non fidarft mai di 
perfona del mondo, née darfi cost in 
preda ad amico per caro, § amato che 
fia, che fenza rifervo Phuomo li com- 
miniche tutti 2 fuoi penfieri, come 
Saréboe a sé fleffo. Perché ne gli a- 
nimt noftri fono tante latébre, e tan- 
tz receffi, che impoffibil 6, ché pru- 


déntia humana poffa conofeer quelle. 


fimulationi, che dentro nafeofe vi fo- 

#0. Credo adungque che ben fiaamare, 

5 ay 17 i’ a4) ? 

S fervire Pun pin che Paltro, fe- 

condo i méritt, el.valores ma non 
pere 
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taken-in. contracting our Friendfhips; for 
of two Intimates, he that knows the one, 
concludes he can fafely pronounce on the 
Qualities of the other. 


The uniting in fo clofe a League as you 
{peak of, anfwer’d Bembo, well deferves 
our moft ferious Confideration, and that 
not only on account of the Advantage or 
Prejudice which. accrues. to our Reputa- 
tion, but likewife becaufe there are fo few 
fincere Friends to be found at prefent in 
the World. A Pylades and ‘Oreftes, a 
Thefeus and Pirithous, aScipio and Le- 
lus, are I believe no-more: It rather now 
comes to pafs, by what hard Hap I know 
not, that fuch as live Years in the ftrict- 


eft Amity deceive one the other at laft, . 


acted by Spleen, Envy, Levity, or fome 
fuch accurfed Principle: each throwing 
the Blame from himfelf, of what perhaps 
arifes from. fome Fault in both, 


Therefore, fince I have been more than ° 
once deceived ‘by him whom I loved beft, . 
and of whom I believed my felf the moft : 
beloved, I have fometimes concluded it: 


the fafeft way, never again to truft Mor- 


tal, or put ones felf in the Power of any, - 
how dear foever, by. imparting our: 


Thoughts, and laying open to him our 
Soul. For the Mind: of Man hath fuch 
Caverns, fuch Receffes, that the great- 
eft Sagacity falls fhort in the Difcovery 
of all its Simulation and Artifice. My 
Notion «is then, that fuch.as deferve the 
moft, you ought to love the beft; but 
never to be drawn, by the fpecious Bait 
of Friendfhip, into what you may have, 
afterwards too late, Reafon to repent. 


The 














The Lofs, faid Frederick, would be 


-abundantly greater than the Gain, were 


we to deprive human Society of that 
chigheft Pitch of Friendfhip, which, in 
my Opinion, gives all the Sweet our Be- 
ing knows. I cannot therefore think your 
Propofal reafonable, but muft deter- 
smine, and for Reafons very evident, that 
‘Man without this perfect Friendfhip , 
‘would be «of all Creatures the moft 
wretched. :Some Villains. may have pro- 
phaned the facred Name of Friendfhip, 
but this can be no Argument againft the 
Thing; nor fhould the Good be depri- 


-ved of a Happinefs, becaufe the Bad 


have abufed it. I fanfy, thatamong our 


felves, there may be found more than a 


Pair of Friends, whofe Affection will be 
without Decay, as it is without Defign, 
and the Harmony of whofe Minds will 
be as long preferved, as that of thofe An- 
cients whom you now mention: And 
fach is fure to-be the Cafe, when we not 
only follow the Inclinations our Stars feem 
to give us to particular Perfons, but chufe 
him for our Friend, in whom we find a 
Similitude of Manners. I all this while 
fpeak of virtuous Perfons , becaufe be- 
tween vicious there can be no Friend- 
Ship: Nor would 1 that more than 
two enter into this fo ftrict a League; 
there may be Danger ina greater Num- 
ber; asin Mufick, three Inftruments are 
not fo eafily made to agree together .as 


two. 
I could with therefore our Courtier 


happy in an entire Friend of the fort we 
have defcribed; and all befides him he 
fhould love, refpect and obferve, accor- 
ding to-their feveral Merits, converfing 

more 


The COURTIER. 


pero afficurarfi tanto-con guefia dolee 


efca d’amicttia, che pot tardi ce 
whabbiamo a penttre. 

Allbor Meffer Federico, Veramen- 
te, diffe, molto maggior farta la per- 
dita che il guadagno, fe del confortio 
humano ft levaffe quel fupremo grado 
d’amicttia, che (fecondo mé) ci da 
guanto di bene ha in sé la vita no- 
jira. Et pero io per alcun modo now 
voglio confentirvs, che ragionevol fit, 
anzi mi darta il cora di conucliderut, 
& con ragioni evidentiffime, che fen- 
za quefia perfetta amicttia, gh hud- 
mint fartano molto pin infelict, che 
tutti gli altri animali. Et fe alcu- 
ni guaftano, come profant, quefio fan- 
to nome d’amicitia, non é pero da e- 
ftirparla cosi de gli animi nofirz; 
per colpa dei mali, privar t bont dt 
tanta felicita. Et to per mé eftime, 
che qui tra noi fia pit di un par d’- 
amici, L’umor de’ quali fia indiffoli- 
bile, & fenza inganno alcuno, per 
durar fin alla morte con le voghe 
conformi, non meno che fe foffero que- 
gli antichi, che voi dianzt havete no- 
minati: &5 cosi imterviene, guando 
oltre alla inclination, che nafce dalle 
fictle, Vhuomo selegge amico ase St- 
mile di coftumi. E’l tutto intendo che 
fra tra buoni & virtuofi, perche Va- 
micttia de mali nom @ amicitia. 
Laudo ben che quefto nodo cos? firet- 
to nou comprenda, 0 leghi pit che 
dui; che altramente forfe faria peri- 
colofo; perché (come fapéte) pit 
difficilmente saccérdano tre infiru- 
menti di miifica infieme, che dut. 

Vorrei adungue che l noftro Cortes 
giano haveffe un precipuo  cor- 
diaVamico, fe poffibil foffe, dz quella 
forte, che detto havemo; pot fecon- 
dol valore & mériti amaffe, bonoraffe, 
€ offervaffe tutti gl altri; &5 fempre procu- 
raffe dintertenerfi pitt con gli eftimati, S ort 
























































& conoftiuti per boni, che con gl’- 
sgndbilt, di poco pregio; di manie- 
va che effo ancor da loro foffe amato 
& honorato: © guefio gli verra fatto 
fe fara cortefe, humano, liberate, af- 
fabile, dolce in compagnia; offici- 
ofo, &5 diligente nel fervire,  nell’- 
haver cura dell’utile, ©5 honor de 
gli amict cosi abfenti come prefentz, 
fupportands z lor difetti natural: & 
fopportabili, fenza rémperfi con eff 
per piccol caufa;  correggendo in 
sé fieffo quell, che amorevolmente 
gli faranno ricordati; non ft antepo- 
nendo mat a gli altri, con cercar t 
prim, e2 piu honoratt lochi; ue con 
fare, come alcuni, che par che fpréz- 
zino tl mondo,  vdgliano con una 
certa aufterita molefla dar legge ad 
ogwuno: © oltre allo éffere conten- 
tiofi in ognt minima cofa, & fuor di 
tempo, riprender cid che effi non fan- 
n0, e fempre cercar caufa di lamen- 
tarfi de gli amici: id che é cofa odio- 
Siifima. 

Quivi efféndofi fermato di parlare 
Meffer Federico: Vorrez, diffe uw 
Stgnor Gafparo Pallavicino, che voi 
ragionafle un poco pik minutamente dt 
guefio converfar cou gli amici, che 
non fate; che in véro vi tenete mol- 
to al generale, © quafi ct mofirate le 
cofe per tranfito. 

Come per tranfito? rifpofe Meffer 
Federico; Vorrefie voi forfe che io 
v1 diceffi ancéra le parole préprie, 
the ft havéffero ad ufare? Non vi 
par adunque che habbiamo ragionato 
@ baflanza di quefto? 

A baftanza parmi, rifpofe il Si- 
gnor Gafparo; pur destdero io d’in- 
téndere qualche particularita ancor 
della foggia dell’intertenér fi con hud- 
mint, © con donne: la qual cofa 4 

me 
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more with thofe of Reputation, Nobilitys 
and approved Integrity, than with the 
meaner and lefs efteem’d; yet fo as to be 
loved and honour’d even by thefe: In 
which he cannot fail, if he approve him- 
felf courteous, human, generous, affable, 
eafy in Converfation, ready and affiduous 
in doing good Offices, and in vindicating 
the Honour of his Friends, whetherabfent 
or prefent, bearing with their natural and 
pardonable Defects,not breaking with’em 
on a trivial Affair; correcting in himfelf 
the Faults of which he is in a friendly 
manner admonifh’d, never placing him- 
felf foremoft, nor acting as fome who 
feem to defpife all Mankind, and fuper- 
cilioufly give Laws to every one who 
contend about the verieft Trifles; re- 
prove they care not how much out of 
Seafon, whatever they have not been the 
Authors of, and feek all Occafions to 
cenfure the Condué of their Friends: a 
Practice which muft be thought extreme- 
ly odious. 

Frederick paufing here: I fhould be 
‘glad, faid Gafpar Pallavicino, that you 
would proceed to a more particular Con- 
fideration of the Subject of converfing 
with our Acquaintance; for indeed you 
are too much on Generals, and treat your 
Subject but ina curfory manner. 


How fo? anfwer’d Frederick; Can you 
expect that I fhould mention the very 
Words that ought to pafs? Has not then 
my Difcourfe been fufficiently large on 
this Head? 


It has, faid Gafpar; but what I requeft 


is, the fubjoining fome Particulars with, 


refpect to the Intercourfe between the 
two Sexes: which I fanfy of no {mall Im- 
portance, confidering how much Time 
x in 
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in Courts is fpent herein: and had it no- 
thing of Variety, it would foon become 
tedious. 


Methinks, anfwer’d Frederick, I have 
furnifh’d the Courtier with fo many Parts 
of Knowledge, that he cannot fail of dif- 
ferent Topicks for the Entertainment of 
his Friends; and muft well know how to 
fuit himfelf to.his Company, granting but 
his Judgment to be good, and that he 
conduct himfelf by it; in their proper 
Seafons engaging in ferious Affairs, and 
aunbending to Mirth and Sport. 


And what, pray, is the Sport you al- 
low, faid Gafpar? Let Fryar Seraphin, 
anfwer’d Frederick fmiling, be your Coun- 
fellor here; for he every Day is fure to 
have fome new. 

But to be ferious,. replied’ Gafpar; Do 
you think Cards and Dice improper fora 
Courtier? 


I don’t,. faid Frederick, if they take 
not up too. much of his Time, nor: pre- 
vent his Application to: Matters of Im- 
portance; or if he ufe them not merely 
to get Money, and'to cheat his Adverfa- 
ry; and if he can command his Tem- 
per when he lofes, and not fhew any 
Uneafinefs, which may reflect.on him as 
covetous. 

And what, anfwer’d Gafpar, is your 
Opinion of Chefs? Why, that it is a ve- 
ry elegant and: ingenious. Amufement, 
faid Frederick ; but with this fingle Fault 
I muft charge tt, that one may be too ex- 
pert at it. For to play well at Chefs:a 
Marm-mutft fpend as much Time, and take 
as great Pains, as would fuffice to render 
him. a Mafter af fome noble Science, or 
obtain 





me par di molta importantia, conft- 
derato che’l pit del tempo in cid fe 
aifpenfa nelle Corti: § fe guefta fof 
fe fempre uniforme, prefto verria a 
faftidio. 

A meé pare, rifpofe Meffer Federi- 
co, che not habbiam dato al Cortegia- 
uo cognition di tante cofe, che molte 
ben puod variar la conver fatione, & 
accommodarfi alle qualita delle per- 
Jone, con le guali ha da converfare; 
prefupponendo che eglt fia di buon 
giudicwo, & con quello fi governi; & 
fecondo 2 tempi talbor intenda nelle 
ig gravt, talbor nelle fefte, 6 gio- 
chi. 

Et che giochi, diffe il Signor Gaf- 
paro? Rifpofe allhor Meffer Federi- 
co ridendo, domandiamone configlio a. 
fra Serafino ; che ogni.di ue trova de 
HOUE. 

Senza mottegiare, replico 21 Signor 
Gafparo; parvt che fia vitio nel Cor- 
tegzano il giocare. alle. carte, G az 
dadi ¢ 

A mée no, diffe Meffer Federico, 
eccetto a cut lo faceffe troppo affidu- 
amente, © per quello lafciaffe Val- 
tre cofe di maggivr importantia; 6 
veramente non per altro, che per 
vincer danari,  ingannaffe il com- 
pagno: &© perdendo moftraffe dolore, 

& difpiacére tanto grande, che foffe 


argomento d’avarttia. 


Rifpofe zt Signor Gafparo, &§ che 
dite del gioco de’ fcacchi¢ Quelle cer- 
to é gentile intertenimento  ingegno- 
fos diffe Meffer Federico; ma parmi 
che un fol difetto v1 fi trovi, § que- 
flo e, che fi pud faperne troppo. Dz 
modo, che a cut violeffer ec cellente 
nel gioco de Scacchi, credo bhifogni 
confumarvi molto tempo, 5 méttervi 
tanto 








tanto fiddio, quanto fe voleffe zmpa- 
rar qualche nobil [ciéutia, 0 far qual 
fi voglia altra cofa ben aimportan- 
tia: & par in ultimo con tanta fatt- 
ca, non fapra altro, che um gioco. 
Perd in quefto penfo che imtervenga 
ana cofa rariffima, cto é che la medt- 
ocrita fia pit laudévole, che la eccel- 
Léutia. 

Rifpofe zt Signor Gafparo, molti 
Spagnuoli trovanfi eccetlenti in que. 
fio, & in molti altri giochi; 7 quali 
pero non vi méttono molto flidio, ne 
ancor lafctan dt far Paltre cofe. 


Credete, vifpofe Meffer Federico, 
che gran fiudzo vi méttano, benche 
diffimulatamente. Ma guegli altri 
giochi, che vot dite, oltre a gli 
Scacchi, forfe fono come molti cho ne 
ho veduti far pir di poco momento, 
2 quali nom férvono fe non a far ma- 
ravigliare iLvulgo. Perd a me non 
pare che méritino altra idude, née al- 
tro prémio che quello, che diede Alef- 
Jandro Magno a colui, che flando af- 
Sai lontano, cost ben infilzava i ceci 
zn nn ago. Ma perché par che la 
fortuna, come in molte altre cofe, co- 
si ancor habbia grandifima forza 
nelle opiniont de gli hudmini; véedeft 
talhor che un gentil’huomo, per ben 
conditionato che egli fra, 5 dotato di 
molte gratie, fara poco grato ad un 
Stgnore; (come fi dice) non gli 
hara fangue, & quefto fenza caufa 
aicuna che fi pofia compréndere. Pe- 
v0 giunzendo alla preféntia di quello, 
© non effendo da gli altri per prima 
conofciuto, benche fia arguto 8 pron- 
to nelle rifpofte, © ff moftri bene ne 
2 geftt, nelle maniere, nelle parole, 
in co che ft conviene, quel Signore 
poco mofivara di flimarlo; anzi pin 


preflo 
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obtain for him fomething elfe of great 
Advantage: and yet when he has learn’d 
it, with all this Labour, all he can fay 
is, he has Jearn’d but a Game. Here 
therefore it falls out, what indeed feldom 
does, that a moderate Skill is more 
commendable than an exact one. 


You will meet with many Spaniards, 
anfwer’d Gafpar, very expert at this, 
and feveral other Games; who not- 
withftanding beftow no great Study on 
them, nor poftpone their Bufinefs to 
them. 

Whatever they pretend, reply’d Fre- 
derick, you may believe that they are 


_ not wanting in Application. And as to 


the feveral other Games you fpeak of, 
perhaps they are like many I have feen, 
in which there is very little, and which 
only ferveto amufe the Crowd. Whence 
I fhould think them to deferve the fame 
Applaufe and Reward, which Alexander 
the Great beftowed on ene who at a good 
Diftance was able to ftick a Pea on a 
Needle’s Point. But becaufe Fortune 
has a great Sway, as in other Things, fo 
likewife in the Opinions of Men; we 
fometimes fee a Perfon of Merit, and con. 
fiderable Accomplifhments, without any 
Intereft in his Prince, nor at all regarded 
by him, and this upon no Account that 
we can frame to our felves, When he 
comes into his Prefence, unacquainted 
with the reft that are there, how quick 
and ingenious foever his Replies may be, 
how agreeable feever his Mien, his Beha- 
viour, his Difcourfe, there yet fhall ap- 
pear an Indifference in his Mafter  to- 
wards him 3 or rather a contemptuous 
Treatment of him: The Courtiers too, 
conferming to the Temper of the Prince, 

xX 2 thalt 








fhall flieht him as one of no Merit; nor 
any be found who commend, efteem and 
appear pleafed with his Wit, or ufe him 
with a proper Regard; he fhall rather be 
the Derifion of the Court, and the gene- 
ral Object of its Defect. His perti- 
nent Replies, his paffing by the worft 
Ufage as a thing in jeft, fhall not fuffice 
the poor Unfortunate; the very Pages 
fhall be arch on him in their Turn; fo 
that were he the moft worthy Man breath- 

g, he muft fic down difappointed and 
affronted. On the other hand, let the 
Prince {mile on the moft ignorant, on 
one who neither fpeaks or aéts with De- 
fign, the Abfurdities of that very Crea- 
ture fhall yet be admired and applauded; 
the whole Court fhall refpect and obferve 
him, all fhall be entertaining he utters, 
and that pafs for true Wit, which is re- 
markably dull and fenfelefs, fitter to raife 
our Spleen than our Mirth: So powerful- 
ly do Opinions fway, founded on the 
Smiles and. Frowns of the Great. 


I would not therefore have our Cour- 
tier truft to his Merit alone, but call in 
Policy and’ Art to its Aid. Whenever 
he muft repair toa Place where he is un- 
known, let his Fame be there before his 
his Perfon, and an Intimation given, 
how well he: ftands in the Efteem of thofe 
of the firft in Rank of both Sexes. For 
a Reputation founded on the Judgments 
of many, makes it firmly believed that 
there is-real Worth; and fuch a Prepof- 
feffion once made in your Favour, it is 
eafy to keep up the good Opinion, and 
increafe it. Not to: mention that this 

Courle 
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prefto gli fara qualche fcorno: © da 
guefio nafcera che gl altri fiibito 8 ace 
comodaranno alla volonta del Signo- 
ve; Gad ogw’un parera che quel ‘tale 
non vaglia; ne fara perfona che Vap- 
PreZZt, 0 fiimi, 0 rida de fuot dettz 
pracévolis 0 ne tenga conto alcuno; 
anzt cominciaranno tutti a burlarlo, 
e dargli la caccia. Ne a quel mefchi- 
20 bafteran bone rifpofie, née pighar 
le cofe come dette per gioco; che infi- 
no aPaggi fi glimetteranno a torno; 
dt forte, che fe foffe tL pin valorofo 
huomo del mondo, fara forza che re- 
fiz impedito, & burlato. Et per con- 
trario, fel Principe fimofirara incli- 
nato ad un sgmorantde ffi imo, che non 
Sappia ne dir, né fare, faranno f/pef- 
fo z coftumi, & 2 modo di quello, per 
feiocchi & inepti che stano, laudati 
con le efelamationi ,  ftupore da 
ogn’uno;  parerache tutta la Corte 
Lo ammiri S offervi, © che ogn’un 
vida de fuoi motti, ©§ di certe ar gut 
tie contadinefche  fredde, che pit 
prefto dourian yeh vomito che rifo: 
Lanto fin fermi,  oftinati gli hud- 
mint nelle opiniont, che nadfcono da 
favori, & disfavori de’ Signort. 
Pero voglio che’l noftro Ci ortegzana 
iL meglio che pnd, oltre al valore, s°- 
aiuti ancora con ingegno, 8 arte. Et 
Sempre che ha d’andare in loco, dove 
fia nuovo, 5 non conofciuto, procur?, 
che prima vi vada la buona opinion 
di se, che la perfona; © faccia, che 
zvi sintenda che effo in altri locht, 
apprefia altri Signori, donne, 5 cae 
valliert fia ben eftimato. Perché quel- 
la fama, che par che nafta da molti 
giudicii, genera una certa ferma cre- 
denza di valore; che poi trovando 
gli animi Cosi dipofti, pr peor 
facilmente. con Ldpere fi mantiene & 
acer pate 








BOOK If. 57 


cacrefee. Oltva che fi fuage quel fa- 
fitdio, ch'io fento, quando mi viene 
domandato chi fino, quale é il nome 
10. 

To non sd come quefto giove, rif{pofe 
Meffer Bernardo Bibiena; perche a 
me pit volte é intervenuto, credo 
a molt altri, che avéudomi formato 
nell animo, per detto di perfone dt 
gindicio, una cofa effer dz molta eccel- 
hentia prima che veduta Vhabbia, 
vedéndola poi affai mi & mancata, 
di gran luuga reftato fon ingannato 
di quello, ch’so eftimava: €5 ¢i0 d’al- 
tro non & proceduto, che dal’ haver 
troppo creduto alla fama, © haver 
fatto nell’dnimo mio un tanto gra 
concetto, che mifurandolo poi col ve- 
v0, Leffetto, avenga che fia flato gran- 
de, & excellente alla comparation dt 
guello, che imaginato haveva, me 
pa fo piccoliffimo. 

Cosi dubito ancor che poffa inter- 
wentr del Cortegiano: Perd non sd 
come fia bene dar quefte afpettationt, 
{ mandar innanz1 quella fama, per- 
che gli animi nofiri fpeffo firmano 
cofe, alle quali wmpoffibil é pos. cor- 
rifpéndere; © cosi pid fe ne perde, 
che uon fi guadagna. 

Qui diffe Meffer Federico, le cofe 
che a2 voi, & a molt altri riéfcono 
minort. afar che la fama, fon per il 
pin di forte, che Loechio. ab primo 
afpetto le puo gindicare: come fe voi 
non farete mai ftato a Napoli, 0 a 
Roma, fenténdone r gionar tanto, 1- 
maginarete pid affar di quello, che 
forfe poi-alla vifta vi vinfeira: ma 
dele conditioni de cli hudémini non 
autervien Cosi, perché quello, che fa 
wede di fuori, € 2f meno. 

Pero JSebprimo giorno fentendo ra 
Gionare un gentil huvmo, non com- 
prenderete 


Courfe prevents the troublefome Que- 
{tions of whence you come, and who you 
are, 


I cannot. fee where lies the Advantage 
you fpeak of, anfwer’d Bernard Bibiena; 
for it has often happen’d to me, as I be- 
lieve it has to many: others, that when 
from. the Talk of Men of Judgment, I 
had form’d to my felf- great Notions of 
the Excellence of a thing, upon Sight of 
it I found. my felf deceived,. and extreme- 
ly difappointed: the Reafon of which was, 
that having trufted Report too much, 
and raifed in my felf too great Expedéta- 
tions, the thing, extraordinary as it might 
be in it felf, yet compared with the very 


high Notions I had of it, appear’d but. 


trifling and inconfiderable.. 


Such, I doubt, may be the Courtier’s 
Lot: And thereforel cannot fee the Pru- 
dence of railing great Expeétations, and 
fpreading fuch a Fame before you; our 
Minds fo often forming an Idea which it 
is not pofflible to come up to; and then 
the Lofs may. be abundantly greater than 
the Gain. 

The Things, faid’ Frederick, which 
have appeared to you and many others 
far fhort of their Defcriptions, are for the 
moft part fuch as'you may give Judoment 
on at firft View: As if you had never been 
at Naples, or Rome, ffom what is faid of 
them, you would’be apt to conclude there 
was more in them than poffibly you 
might find: But it is not thus with the 
Conditions of Men, of which your Eyes 
difcover but the leaft part. 


If therefore the frft Day you difcours’d 


with a-Gentleman,. you found-not in him 
the 
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-the Worth yow apprehended; your Opi- 


nion of him-would not fo:foon be loft, as 
of what the Sight is aJudge at once: But 
you would daily expect the Difcovery of 
fome hidden Virtue, retaining ftill the 
Impreffion received from the Report of 
fo many. And the Qualifications of a 
Courtier being fuch.as I fuppofe them, 
he could not fail to give hourly Proofs 
how juft fome had beento him; his Ac- 


tions would be ftill fpeaking for him; and 


you would be always fanfying fomewhat 
yet greater than you faw. 


Indeed it is net to be deny’d, that 
thefe firft Impreffions havea mighty Force, 
and that great Care ought te be taken 
about them. Te convince you of what Im- 
portance they are, I affure_you that I 
myfelf have known a Gentleman, who 
though of no difagreeable Perfon, of a 
Behaviour genteel enough, and a Figure 
ana military Capacity not contemptible, 
yet had nothing in him extraordinary, 
mor could it be faid that there were not 
many his Equals, nay, his Superiours. 
As Chance order’d it, a Lady fell moft 
paffionately in Love with him; her Affe- 
€tion daily increafing from the Youth's 
Difcovery of an equal one for her, and 
no Opportunity offering itfelf for them 
to difcourfe together, pufh’d on by the 
Violence of her Paffion, the difcover’d her 
Inclinations to another of her Sex, from 
whom fhe hoped fome Affiftance; and 
this a Lady neither in Birth, Beauty, or 
any particular inferiour to herfelf. She, 
hearing her Friend talk fo paffionately of 

the young Fellow, whom for her Part 
fhe had never feen; and knowing the Per- 
fon to whom he was fo very dear, to be 


of 
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prenderete che in lui fia guel valores 





che havevate prima imaginato; non 
cost prefio vi fpogliarete della bona 
opinione, come in quelle cofe, delle 
quali Vocchio fubito é gitdice: ma 
afpettarete di di in di feoprir gual- 
che altra nafcofta virth, tenendo por 
ferma fempre quella impreffione, che 
Ve nata dalle parole di tanti. Et 
effendo pot quefto (come io prefuppon- 
&9 che fia tl nofiro Cortegiano) cosi 
ben qualificato, ogn’hora meglio vi 
confermara a creder a quella fama; 
percheé con V épere ve ne dara caufa; 
© voi fempre eftimarete qualche cofa 
pin di quello, che vederete. 
Et certo non fi pud negar che gue- 
fle prime impreffioni non habbiano 
grandifima forza, e che molta cura 
haver non vi fi debba. Et accid che 
comprendiate quanto impértino, d?- 
cout, chio ho a miei di conoftiuta 
un gentil’ huomo, il quale, avenga 
che foffe di affai gentil afpetto, 6 di 
modefit coftumi, & ancor valeffe nell’ 
arme, non era pero in alcuna di gue- 
fie conditioni tanto eccellente, che non 
fe gli trovaffino molti pari,  ancodr 
Juperiort. “Pir, come la forte fia 
volfe, intervenne che una Donna ft 
voltd ad amarlo ferventiffimamente ; 
 crefcendo ogni di queflo amore per 
la dimonfiration di corrifpondéntia 
che faceva il gidvane, non vi ef- 
fendo modo alcun da poterfi parlare 
infieme, {pinta la donna da troppo 
paffione, fcoperfe il fuo defidério ad 
un'altra donna, per mezzo della qua- 
le fperava qualche commodita; que- 
fia née di nobilta, neé di bellezza era 
punto inferior alla prima. Onde in- 
tervenne, che fentendo ragionar cosi 
affettuofamente di quefto gidvane, il 
qual efa mai haveva veduto; & co- 


nofcende 








wofcendo, the quella donna, la quale 
ella fapeva chera diftretiffima, e 
d’éttimo giudicio, Lamava ejirema- 
mente, fibito zmagino che coftu: foffe 
iL pin bello el pia firvi0, el pin aif- 
creto, Sin fomma tl pin degno huo- 
mo da effer amato,: che al mondo ft 
trovaffe: © cosi fenza vederlto, tanto 
freramente fe ne cnnamord, che non 

- per Lamica faa, ma per sé ftelfa co- 
mincio a far ogut opera per acqui- 
frarlo, 5 farlo a sé corrifpondente in 
amore: ilché con pocha fatica le ven- 
ne fatto, perché im véro era donna 
pit prefto da effer pregata, che da 
pregare altrui. 

Hor udvte bel cafo: Non molio tem- 
po appreffo occorfe, che una léttera, 
ta gual fcrivea quefia ultima donna 
allo amante, pervenne 7n mano dun’- 


altra pur nobilifima, © di coftumti,. 


di bellezza rarifima;, la quale, ef- 
Jendoe (come é il pin delle doune) cu- 
riofa & cupida di fapér fecreti, % 
maffimamente d’altre donne, aperfe 
guefta léttera, & leegéndola compre- 
fe chera feritta con eftremo affetto 
d’amore; § le parole dolci, & piene 
di foco, che elia leffe, prima la méf- 
Sera a compaffion di quella donna, 
(perché molto ben fapea da chi veniva 
ba léttera, © a cui andava) pot tan- 
ta forza heébbero, che rivolgéudole 
nell animo, 5 confiderando di che for- 
te doveva effer colui,. che havea ‘po- 
tuto indir quella donna a tanto ant- 
ne, fibito effa ancor fe ne inamoro: 
 fece quella léttera forfe maggior 
effetto, che non haveria fatto, fe dal 
giovane a lei foffe flata mandata. Et 
comettal her imterviene, che’l veneno 
wn qualche vivanda preparato per un: 
Signore, amazza il primo che’l Lue 
Sta; Cosi quefta mefehina, per effer 

brOppL a: 
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of great. Difcretion, and an- excellent 
Judgment, immediately thought him the 
moft beautiful, wifeft, in fhort, the mot 
worthy of Affection of all Mankind : So 
that without fo much as feeing him, fhe 
became enamoured, endeavoured to gain 


him for-herfelf, not her Friend; and to- 


poffefs him with a correfpondént Love : 
a Tafk not at all-diffiicult, as fhe was, in 
Truth, a Woman more likely to be fought, 
than-to feek. 


But hear the merry Event: No very 
long Time after, a Letter from this lat- 
ter Lady happened into the Hands of a- 


notherof great Quality, and equalCharms; « 


fhe, out of the Curiofity natural to Wo- 


men, defirous to pry into-a Secret, and® 


efpecially of one.of her own Sex, open: 
ed the Letter, and found by it how deep- 
ly: the Writer was {mitten ; the tender and 
watm Expreffions fhe read, made her at 
firft compaffionate the Lady, (for fhe 


well knew both from: whom it came and’ 


to whom it. was-fent) but afterwards fo 
affected her, that reflecting on them, and 
confidering what he muft be, that could 


win the Heart of fucha Perfon;: fhe like- - 


wife loft her own: and the Letter had a 
ereater Force, than»perhaps it could 
have found, if fent by the Youth to her- 
felf. And as it fometimes falls out, that 
Poifon prepared for fome particular great 
Man, killéth the firft Tafter; fo that un- 
happy Woman drank the amorous Bane 
defigned for another. 


Not 
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Not to be tedious, the Thing became 
fo publick, and fo many were informed 
of the Circumftances of it, that feveral 
others of the fair Sex, partly out of Spleen 
to thefe, and partly to do as the reft, 
made it their whole Care to obtain a Place 
in this Man’s Heart; and, like Boys fcram- 
bling for Fruit, were all Eagernefs who 
fhould poffefs him: The whole proceed- 
ing from that Opinion of him, which was 
entertained by one Woman hearing his 
Praifes from another. 

And you truly, anfwer’d Gafpar Pal- 
Javicino, to confirm your Sentiments by 
Reafon alledge thePracticeof thofewho are 
generally withoutany: Would youjgive us 
the whole of the Matter we fhould find 
this Favourite of fo many Ladies, fome 
extremely filly Wretch, and fcarce wor- 
thy the Name of a Man; it being their 
Cuftom to favour the very worft, and 
like Sheep, to follow the Example of the 
foremoft, whether good or bad. Befides 
their Envy is fuch, and fo great, that 
had he been a Monfter, they would have 
carefs’d him purely to rob another of 
him. 

Here all were ready to fall upon Gaf- 
par, but the Duchefs commanded Si- 
lence, and {miling faid. If your Refle- 
étions on our Sex were not fo void of all 
Truth, that they redounded more to the 
Difhonour of him that made them, than 
of thofe on whom they are caft, I fhould 
permit an Anfwer to you: But I prevent 
all Confutation of your Invettives, that 
you may not be induced to leave a Cu- 
ftom which will be fure to punith you 


troppo ingorda, beve guel veneno a- 
morofoy che per altrui era preparato. 

Che vi debbo io dire? la cofa fit 
affat palefe, 3 andd di modo, che 
molte donne, oltre a quefie, parte per 
far difpetto all’altre, parte per far 
come Valtre, pofero ogni indiffria, &B 
fitidio per godér dell’amore di coftuis 
One fecero per un tempo alla grappay 
come 2 fanciulli delle cerafe: ©&5 tut- 
to procedette dalla prima opinione, 
che prefe quella donna, vedéndalo 
tauto amato da uu altra. 


flor quivi ridendo, vifpofe il Si- 
guor Gafparo Pallavicino, voi per 
conpirmare il parér voftro con vagio- 
ne, WM allegate dpere di donne, le gua- 
li per lo pik fom fuori d’ogni Vagio- 
ne: S fe vor volefie dir ogni cofa, 
quefio cosi favorito da tante donne, 
dovea effer un néfcio, & da poco huo- 
mo im effetto; perche ufanza loro é 
Sempre attacarft & i peggiori; e come 
le Pécore, far quello che véggono far 
alla prima, 0 bene, 0 male, che fi fia. 
Oltra che fon tanto invidiofe tra sé, 
che fe cofiui foffe flato un monfiro, 
pur haverian voluto rubbarfelo Luna 
all altra. 

Quivi molti cominciarono,  quaft 
tuttt, ad voler contradire al Signor 
Gafparo, ma la Signora Ducheffa 
wmpofe filentio a tutti, poi pur ri- 
dendo dif. Sel mal, che voi dite 
delle donne, non foffe tanto alieno dal- 
la verita, che nel dirlo pit tofia def- 
fe carico 5 vergogna a chi lo dice, 
che ad effe, 10 lafciarei che vi foffe 
rifpofto: Ma non voglio che col con- 
tradirvt con tante ragiont, come fe 


fufficiently in procuring the ill Opinion of porria, fiate rin offo da guefto mal co- 


adl that find you addicted to it. 


You 


fiume, accid che del peccato voftro 
habbiate gravifima pena; la qual 


fara 
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fara la wala opinion, che di voi pi- 
gliavan tuttt quellt, che di tal modo 
vi fentiranno ragionare. 

Allbor Meffer Federico, Non dite 
Signor Gafparo, rifpofe, che le Don- 
we stano cost fuor dt vagione, fe ben 
taVhor ft méveno ad amar piu per 
‘Laltrut giudicio, che per lo boro; 
perche 2 Signiri, 9 molti favit huo- 
mini, fpefjo fanno 24 medéfimo: & 
fe lécito é dir il vero, voi fiefo, & 
not altri tuttz molte volte, °9 hora an- 
cor credemo pia all’altruz opinione, 
che alla uoftra prépria. Et che fia 
a4 vero, non € ancor molto tempo, che 
effendo apprefentaté qui alcuni ver fi 
fotto zl nome del Sannazaro, a tutti 
parvero moito eccellenti, © furono 
laudatz con le maraviglie, © efila 
mationi: poi fapéndofi per certo che 
érano duwaltro, pérfero fibito la 
neputatione, “9 parvero meno, che 
mediocrz. Lt cantandofi pur im pre- 
féutza della Signora Ducheffa un mot- 
tetto, won pracgue mai, ne fi eftima- 
to per buono, fin che non fi feppe, 
che quella era compofition di lofquin 
de Pris. 

Mache pit chiaro fegno volete vos 
della forza della opinione? Nou vi 
vicordate che bevendo voi freffo d'un 
medéfimo vino, dicevate tal’hor ch’e- 
va perfettiffimo, talhor infipediffr- 
mo,  guefti, perché a voi era per- 
fuafo che eran dut vini, Pun d Ri- 
viera di Génoa,  Valtro di quefto 
pacfee Et pot ancor che fu fcoperto 
Lerrore, per modo alcuno non vole- 
vate créderlo, tanto fermamente era 
confermata nellanimo voftro quella 
falfa opinione, la quale perd dall al- 
trai parole uafceva. 


Deve 


You muft not, Gafpar, anfwer’d Fre- 
derick, accufe the Folly of Women in be- 
ing influenced more by another’s Judg- 
ment than their own; for it is what many 
of the wifeft Men often are: and to fpeak 
the Truth, you your felf and all of us fre- 
quently truft lefs to our own Opinion, than 
that of fome other. How manifeft was this 
the other Day, when a Copy of Verfes 
was produced as of Sannazaro’s Compo- 
fition, all thought them extreamly good, 
and join’d in admiring them: But after- 
wards, when it became certain that they 
were not his, then truly all their Beauties 
were gone, and they were worfe than in- 
different. So likewife a Mottetto fung be- 
fore the Duchefs took with none, ’till it 
was known to come from the Hands of 
Jofquin de Pris, 


But what ftronger Proof of the Force 
of Opinion can you have,’ than what your 
own Experience affords? Have you fo 
foon forgot how the very fame Wine was 
firft excellent with you, and then good 
for nothing, only becaufe you had been 
perfuaded that youtafted different Wines, 
one of our own Growth, and another of 
that of Genoa? Nay, even when the 
Truth of the Matter was difcover’d , 
you could by no means be brought to a 
Belief of it, through the ftrong Opinion 
you had taken up purely from what you 
had been told. 


y) The 





























































The Courtier therefore muft induftri- 
oufly a a that the firft Impreffions 
be to his Ad vantage , and weigh the Ha- 
zard he runs from the contrary. They of 
all Men have the moft to fear in this 
Cafe, who laying Claim to a great Share 
of Wit, takea Liberty of faying and do- 


9] 
ig eelts. 


ing whatever their Humour fuggeft 


* as } ty 
Such as thefe muft often plunge them- 


elves into Difficulties, from which, not 
well knowing how to get clear, fome Jett 
is call’d to eee Aid; but that utter’d fo 
S aewampod that the Audience receives 
it with Diftafte, and they themfelves re- 
main diforder’d and perplex’d. 


At other Times their Wit is fhewn in 
fpeaking before or to Women of Dittin- 
ction, rae has moft in it of Filth and 
Immodefty; and the greater Confufion 
they throw them into, the politer Per- 
fons they efteem themfelves, laughing 
heartily at what they have done, and 
much. pleafed at their being fo finely 
qualified. What alone difpofes them to 
fuch a Piece of Brutality, is the Reputa- 
tion of agreeable Companions, which 
they think it will gainthem ; a Character 
this, which they above all thin 
in which they 


IOS affect, 
Oo 
elv 


7 moit pride themfelves, and 
to obtain wh ich, they flick not at the moft 
vies 


fhocking ae that can be utter’d 


ethic, LCE Ci, 
Their Enterta Lint nent fhal] fome times be 
to pufh each other down Stairs, throw 


one at the other whatever comes firft to 


Hand; half blind you with Duft, thruft-” 


Man and Horfe into a Ditch, or down a 
Precipice. Atthe Table, Soups, Sauces, 
Jellies, all muft go into the Face; then 


me 
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Deve adungue il Cortegiano por 
molta cura ne i princtpii di dar buo- 
1a impreffion | dt se, % confiderar co- 
me dannofa, mortal cofa fia lo in- 
correre nel contrario. Et a tal peri- 
colo flanno pin che gli altri guet, che 
voglion far profe offion d’effer molto . 
piacévoli, 1S) haverfi con guefie fue 
pracevolezze acquiftato ut 1a certa Ii- 
berta, per ta gual lor convenga, eS 
fia lécito, & fare (5 dire cid che lor 
occorre Cosi Senza pen farvt. 

Pero Spef? guefic talt éutrano in 
certe cofe delle quali non fapendo 
RfeIre, voclion pot aiutarfi sols for 
ridere; © quello ancor fan 120 Ai 
difgratiatamente, che enon riefce, ta 
che indtcono in grandifjimo ‘ hidio 
chi gli vede 8 ode, & effi réfiano 
frea ddi ffimi. 

Alcuna volta penfando per quello 
effer arguti S facett, in prefentia 
d’bonorate Donne, & fpelfo a quelle 

medéfime, ft méttono a dir {porchéf- 
Sime OC) difbonefte parole; © quanto 
pia le véggono arroffire, tanto pin fe 
tengon buont Cortegiant, é€ tuttavta 
ridono,  gédono tra sé di cost bella 

virta, come lor par havere. Ma per 
niuna altra caufa fanno tante peco- 
raggint, che per effer efiimati buon 
compagnt ; quefto é quel nome folo, 
che loro par degno di laude » & del 
quale piu che a niun altro effi fer Van- 
tano, per acquiftarlo , Jt dicon Je 
pia Scorrette,  vituperofe villante 
del mondo. mek surtano gin per 
le f0ale, [i dan de legni, &5 de matto- 
ni Lun Valtro nelle reni; métton- 
fi pugni di polvere ne gli occhiy fan- 
nai j oe iy 2 cavalli adoffo ne’ eo 

in da qualche Poggio. A tavola poi, 
mine/tre, faport, ‘gelatine, tutte fr 
danno nel volto, © poi ridono; & chi 
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di quefle cofe fa far pid, quello par 
meglior Cortegiano, © pii galante da 
sé flea SapprezZa, © pargle haver 
guadagnato gran gloria. Et fe tal’- 
hor invitano @ cotat fue piacevoles- 
ze un gentil huomo, che egli non 
voglia es quefit [cherzt felvdtichi, 
fibito dicono ch’egli fi tien troppo fa- 
vid, © gran maeftro, © che non e 
buon compagno. 

Ma 10 vi voglio dir peggio; Sono 

alcuni, che contrafiano, & méttono 2f 
prétio a chi pud mangiare, © bere 
pit flomacofe, 5 fetide cofe; & tro- 
vanle tanto abborrenti dai fenfi hu- 
mant, che impoffibil e ricordarle fen- 
Za grandtfjimo fafizdio. 

Lt che cofe péffono effer quefte, 
diffe zl Signor Ludovico Pio? Rifpo- 
fe Meffer Federico, fatevele dire 
dal Marchefe t hebus, che fpeffo Vha 
vedute in Francia, © forfe gli é in- 
Zervenuto. 

kifpofe tl Marchefe Phebus, Io non 
ho weduto far cofa in Francia di gue- 
fe che non Je i faccia ancora in Italia: 
Ma ben c10 che hanno di buon gl’ I. 
taliani ne t veftimenti, nel fefleggia- 
PE 5 banchettare, armeggiare, zz 
ogut altra cofa, che a Cortesian fi 
convenga, tutto Vhanno dai Fran- 
cof 

Nou dico 20, rifpofe Meffer Fed. 
7200, che ancor tra Francefi non i 
trévino de’ gentilifemi, S ' mode/ti Ca- 
UVa Lert, zo per me who conofeiute 
motes soley nte degui dogii laude. 
Ma pir al cunt fe ne trovan t pochi 7 l- 
guardati; & parlando gener almente, 
a me par ¢ che con gl’ Italiani pit ft 
confacciano ne t coftumi gli Spaguuo- 
ti, che t Francefi; perche quella gra- 

Ui a7 pofata, peculiar de gli Spa- 
gual, mt par motto pia con veniente 
a not 
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follows a genera] Laughter, and he that 

runs into root of thefe Gallantries, has 
moft of the pretty Gentleman, and gains 
the greateft Honour. As for fuch as re- 
fufe to join in thefe Diverfions, and 
fhew an Averfion to fo rough a way of 
Jefting, they truly affect to be thought 
mighty wife, would pafs for fomething 
extraordinary, and are a Pack~of odd 
Creatures. 

But what is worfe than all this; fome 
we find making Wagers who fhall eat 
and drink the moft nafty and offenfive 
Things, and what are fo very loathfome, 
that our Stomach can fcarcely bear their 
Remembrance. 


But pray, faid Ludovico Pio, what 
may thofe be? Let the Marquis Phebus 
inform you, anfwer’d Frederick, who has 
often been an Eye-witnefs of this in 
France, and perhaps done the very 
Thing. 

I know. nothing, replied the Marquis, 
they practife in France, that they do not 
in Italy: And whatever they have here 
excellent, in Drefs, Entertainments , 
Arms, or any thing elfe that concerns a 
Courtier, it is all taken from the French. 


YT 


You don’t hear me affert, anfwer’d 
Frederick, that there are not among the 
French, Men of the greateft Politenefs 
and Modefty, I my felf have known ma- 
ny among them worthy the higheft Com- 
mendations. But there are certainly fome 
in that Nation, in whofe Praife very little 
can be faid; and, generally fpeaking, I 
think the Cuftoms of the Italians more 
agreeable to thofe of the Spaniards than 
of the French; for the Gr avity peculiar 


to the Spaniard, comes abundantly nearer 
C2 our 
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our Manner, than that Gaiety which the 
French in their every Motion difcover : 
Not that I blame it as unbecoming; there 
rather is a Gracefulnefs in it, as feeming 
natural to them, and wholly without Af 


fectation. 


Many of the Italians we meet with en- 
deavour to imitate them, fhaking their 
Heads when they fpeak, bowing them- 
{elves moft aukwardly, and walking with 
that Speed, as fcarce permits their Foot- 
men to keep up with them: Hence they 
efteem themfelves true Frenchmen, and 
Matters of that free Air, which very fel- 
dom fits well on fuch as have not been 
bred in France, and taken to it from their 
Childhood. 


The Knowledge likewife of many Lan- 
guages is what I could wifh in a Courtier, 
and: particularly of the French and Spa- 
nifh: The Italians having fuch an Inter- 
courfe with thofe Nations, and they bear- 
ing a nearer Affinity to our Tongue, than 
any of the reft; thofe two» Princes: alfo 
making the greateft Figure both in Times 
of War and Peace, and having their 
Courts fill’?d with the moft confiderable 
Perfons who are fent into all Countries, 
and with whom we mutt neceffarily con- 
werle. 

I fhall not here defcend to Particulars 
in Things fufficiently known, as that our 


1 
| 


Courtier is not to value himfelf in what 
his Stomach or his Head can bear, nor 
on the Extravagances he commits, or any 
Slovenlynefs and Rufticity which fmell 


only of the Plough and Cart; for one 


of this Humour muft not only defpair of 


ever being a good Courtier, but is unfit 
to 


a noi altri, che la pronta vivacita 
la qual nella nation Francefe qttaft i 
ogni movimento fi conofce: twlche in 
effi non difdice ; anziha gratia, per- 
che loro é cosi naturale © propria, 
5 che non fi vede in loro affettatione 
alcuna. 

Trévanfi ben molti Italiant, che 
vorriano pir sforzarfi d’imitar quel- 
la maniera, non fanno far altro 
che crollar la tefta parlando, © far 
riveréntie in traverf{o di mala gra- 
tia, © quando paffeggian per La ter- 
ra, caminar tanto forte, che gli fla 
freri non péffano lor tener arieto: 
con quefti modi par loro effer buon 
Francefi, 5 haver dt quella liberta, 
la gual cofa in vero rare volte rte- 
fee, eccetto d quelli, che fon nudrits 
in Francia, eda fanciulls hanno pre- 
fa quella mantera. 

Ll medéfimo intervien del faper 
diver fe lingue; il che 10 laudo molto 
nel Cortegiano,  maffimamente la 
Spagnuola,  laFrancefe: perche i 
commeércio dell’una & delValtra na- 
tione € molto frequente in Italia, § 
con noi fono quefte due pin conform, 
che alcuna dell altre; que dutPrin- 
cipi, per effer potentiffimi nella guer- 
va, 3 {plendidiffimi nella pace, fem- 
pre hanno la Corte piena di nobils 
Cavalieri,. che per tuttol mondo fe 
fpargono, a noi pur bifogna con- 
verfar con loro. 

Hor io non voglio feguitar pin miz 
nutamente.in dir cofe troppo note, cos 
me chel nofiro Cortegian non debba 
far profeffion deffer gran mangiato- 
re, ne bevitore, née diffiluto in aleun 
mal coftume, ne laido, 5 mal affet- 
tato nel vivere, con certi modi da 
Contadtno, che chiamano la zappa, 
Laratro mille miglia di loutand, per- 
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thé chi é di tal forte, non folamente 
won Sha dafperare che divenga buon 
Cortegiano, ma non fe gli pud dar 
efercttio conveniente altro che dz 
pafcer le pécore. 

Et per concluder, dito, che buon 
forta, chel Cortegian fapeffe perfet- 
tamente cid che detto havemo conve- 
nivfigli:. di forte che tutto zt pofst- 
bile a lui foffe facile,  ogwuno di 
lui fi maravigliaffe, effo ai niuno: 
intendendo per 0 che in guefionon foffe 
una certa durezza fuperba, © inhu- 
mana, come hanno alcunt, che méftra- 
no non maraviglarf delle cofe, che 
fauno gli altri, perche effi prefimon 
poterle far molto meglio; © col ta- 
cére le difprézzano, come indegne, 
che di bor ft parli; © quafi vo- 
glion far fegno, che niun altro fia non 
che di lor pari, ma pur capace @in- 
téndere la profondita del faper loro. 

Perd deve wl Cortegiano fuggir 
guefti modi odiofi; con. humauita, 
& benevoléntia laudar ancor le buone 
Opere de gli altri; © benche effo ft 
fenuta admirabile, e di gran-lunga fu- 
perior a& tuttz, mofirar pero dt non 
eftimarfi per tale. Ma perché nella 
natura humanararifiime volte, e fir- 
Se mai fi trévano quefte cost compite 
perfettionz, now dee Phuomo, che ft 
feute in qualche parte manco, diffi- 
darft pero di fe fieffo, ne perder la 
Speranza di gitnugere a buon grado, 
avenga che non pofja coufeguir gquel- 
la perfetta 6 fuprema eccelléntia, 
dove egli afpira: perche in oguiarte 
fou molts luochi oltre al primo laudé- 
wolt; © chi tende alla fammita, ra- 
re volte interviene, che non paffi il 
MEZZO. 

Foglio adungue che’l noftro Corte- 


giano, sein qualche.cofa, oltr all arme 
i; 
Jé 


to be employed, except where Beafts are 
concern’d, 


To conclude; I would have our Cour- 
tier perfectly well acquainted with all that 
we have mention’d as becoming him: So 
that whatfoever feems but poffible to an- 


other may be eafy to him, and he all. 


Mens Wonder, but no-one his: Not that 
I with him the ftiff and lofty Manner of 
fome , who wonder at the Actions of 
none, becaufe they think them far ex- 
ceeded by their own; nor vouchfafe to 
{peak about them, becaufe they can find 
nothing therein worthy to be talk’d of ; 
and feem to intimate, that there is no one 
not only whofe Capacity is equal to theirs, 
but who is fo much as capable of found+ 
ing the Depth of their Knowledge. 


So odious a Behaviour the Courtier 
muft carefully avoid; he fhould be for- 
ward to. exprefs his Approbation and Ap- 
plaufe of whatfoever he fees good in ano- 
ther; and though he may be indeed fu- 
perior to all, yet ought he to a¢t as if he 
thought himfelf not fo. But fince Na- 
ture feldom, if ever, forms any one thus 
free from Defects, he that perceives him- 
felf wanting in fome Things, ought not 
therefore to defpair and caft off all Hopes 
of arriving at a. good Degree of Perfe- 
Gtion, though he may fall fhort of the 
Height to which he afpires: For in every 
Art we may gain Praife, though we have 
not made all the poffible Advances im its 
and it feldom happens, that he who aims 
at the Top, is not able to reach beyond 
the Middle. 

If therefore our Courtier knows his Skill 
great, notin military Affairs alone, let him 
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fhew it, and make all the fair Advantage 
he can of it, conducting himfelf with fuch 
Judgment and Difcretion, that Perfons 
may be allured to hear and fee what he 
thinks €xtraordinary in himfelf; always 
appearing to exert it, not out of any O- 
ftentation, but mere Accident, and ra- 
ther at another’s Requeft, than his own 
Choice. In whatever alfo he is to fay or 
act, let him if poffible be prepared, yet 
feem to have had no previous Thoughts 
about it. 


As for what he has but moderate Skill 
in, let him touch on it flightly, but fo as 
it may be believ’d that he has a much 
greater Knowledge than he difcovers ; 
like fome Poets, whofe Allufions are of- 
ten to the moft abftrufe Parts of Philofo- 
phy, or other Sciences, when perhaps 
they underftand very little of them. Of 
what he knows himfelf altogether igno- 

rant, I would not have him make any 
Profeffion, nor feek to purchafe Fame 
from it; but whenever Occafion offers, 
frankly own he knows nothing of the 
Matter. 

Tothis, faid Calmeta, there would ne- 
ver have been any pe yea Nicoletto, 
who being an veel fe t Philofopher, but 
as much a eae to the Laws as to the 
Art of Flying, when a Governour of Pa- 
doa offer’d hima Law Leéture, could not 
be prevail’d on by his Scholars to un- 
deceive the Governour, and confefs his 
Ignorance, but always ‘aCe that his 
Opinion was contrary to that of Socra- 
tes; and that he efteem’d it the Part of a 
Philofopher, never to own himfelf igno- 
rant in any thing 

I don’t fay, reply’ d Frederick, that the 

Courtéer ought of his own Accord, and 
when 


fi trovara eccellenté, fe ne vaglia, & 
fe ne honorz dt buon modo, © fia tan- 
to difireto, e di buon giudicio, che 
fappia tirar con defirezza § propé- 
Sito le perfone a veder & udir quello, 
an che & lui par defer eccellente ; 
mofirando fempre farlo non per often- 
tatione, ma a Cafo, & pregato d’al- 
trui, pia prefio che di wvolonte fia. 
Et in ogni cofa, che egli habbia da 
far, 0 di & fe poffibil é, sempre ven- 
ga premeda Aitato , &S pr df theaters. 220- 
firando pero il tutto effer all impro- 
vio. 

Ma le cofe, nelle quali fi fente 
mediocre, tocchi per tr anfito fenza 
fondarfict molto, ma di modo che fi 
poffa crédere, che pit afjai ne fappia 
dit ci0 chegli moftra; come tal’ sie 
aleunt Poeti, che acceunnavano cofe 
Sottiliffime di Filofofia, 0 daltre fi 
Cutie, 5 per aventura wintendevan 
poco. Di quello poi, di che fi cono- 
{ce totalmente ignorante, non voglio 
che mati faccia profeffione alcuna, née 

erchi d’acquifiarne fama; anzi do- 
ve occorre, chiaramante confeffi di 
non faperne. 


Quefto, diffe iL Calmeta, non ha- 
rebbe fatto Nicoletto, il qual effenda 
eccellent¢(fi mo Fildfofo, née fapendo 
pia leggi, che volare; benche un Po- 
defia di Paddoa haveffe deliberato 
dar gli di quelle una lettura, non vol- 
fe mat a “per futafi ion dt molti fcolari 
de fii os ie guel * y -0defta, 7 eS confe f- 
fargle a ai non fapeéerne, fempre aiten- 
do, non fi accordar im guefto con la 
opinione di Sécrate: ne effer cofa da 


Fildéfofo it dir mai di non fapére. 


Non dico i, rifpofe Meffer Fede- 
rico, che’l Cortegiano da sé fleffo fen- 


od 


ab 





21 che altri loricercht, vada @ dire 
dt non fapére, che @ mé ancor non 
piace quefta fer occhezza d’accufar, 0 
iisfevorir we medé fimo. ED Pero 
tal’ hor mt vido di certi i iba che 
ancor fenza neceffita narrano volen- 
tieri alenne cofe, le gu BING uche for- 
fes sZano inbervenute “(en za ee oro, 
portan pero feco uw cmbra a infamia: 
Come faceva un Cav el ‘ep tuttt 
conofrete; il quale emp pre 
far mention del fatto ame che fi 
fece an ‘Parmegianacontra 11 Re Car- 
lo, fubito cominciava a& dir in che 
modo egli era fugg: to; ne parea che 
dt guella giirnata altro 0 havelfe vedu- 
to, 0 intefo. Parla idoft po auna 
certa gioftra famofa, contava par 
Sempre come egli era cadito; & fpef- 
fo ancor parea che net ragionamentt 
andaffe cercando di far venire a pro- 
pofito 7b poter narrare, che una not- 
te andando a parlar ad una Donna, 

baveva ricevuto di molte baftonate. 
| Ruefle fewcchezze non voglio io 
be dicta aL noftro Cortegiano; ma par 
mt ben, che offer éndofe egls occasion i: 
mofirar ft in co fas di che non Sippia 
nto, aebba fuggirla; & fe pir la 
neceffita Lo sap hipe confeffar chiara- 
mente di non faperne pint prefio, che 
métterft a quel rifebio: © cost fug- 
gira un biafino, che hoggid) méritano 
molt , 2 guali non so “per gual loro 
perverfo iin into, d gindicio fuor de 
ragione, fempre fi méttono a far 
guelio, che non fanno, p, SS la fctano guel 
che fanuo. Et per confirmation di 
guefio, 20 ones ® uw eccellentifiimo 
Mii 00, iL qual laftiata la Mifica, 
sé dato totalmente a compor ver fi, 
crédefi in quello effer grandi {fimo 
huom), S fa rita dere ogwun di se, & 
bomat ba perduta encdr la m yes 
‘Un altro 
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when no one afks him about it, to avow 

s Ignorance, for] re Ey think it abfurd 
for a pe to accufe and leffen himfelf. “And 
therefore I fometimes laugh at certain 
Pi gerbl who when the not the leaft 
Occafion for it, tell you Thines, which 


4B An [Sed Bathiiaicsa + 
f Difgrace : As a Gentleman you all 


knew; foon as he heard sycel st of the 
Battle in the Parmefan with Ki g Charles, 


immediately bega in a Story ae his own 
‘light; as if that had been the only 
Thing of Moment in the whole Enter- 
prife. The Difcourfe afterwards being 
of a very famous Jout fing, his own Mif- 
carriage was {till his Theme; and ‘indeed 
he feem’d to be all the Time folicitous 
how to introduce the Account of his be- 
ing foundly beaten when he went one 


Night to {peak with a. Lady. 


From fuch Inadvertency I would have 
our Courtier free; but when any Occafi- 
on puts him on a Thing in which he has 
no Experience, let him carefully fhun it; 
and if he finds himfelf prefs’d, let him in- 
genuoufly acknowledge his Ignorance ra- 
ther than run any Hazard: By which he 
will efcape the Cenfure merited now by 
too many, who, from I know not what 
Perverfenefs or odd Turn of Mind, moft 
unreafonably attempt what tae do not 
underftand, and forfake what they do. 
An Thttdnce of which is an excellent Mu- 
fician of my Acquaintance, who laying 
afide his Inftrument has given himfelf 
wholly up to Poetry, in which he fancies 
himfelf excellent, while every Body 
laughs at him, and his very Mufick is 
quite forgot. 

Another 
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Another of the firft Clafs of Painters, 


defpifing the Art in which he excells, 
has turn’d his Head to Philofophy; in 
which he has fuch ftrange Conceits and 
new Chimera’s as his Pencil would be at 
a Lofs to defcribe. But fuch as thefe are 
infinite. 

Some there are again, who excelling in 
one Thing, make profeffion of another, 
in which they are not wholly ignorant ; 
but whenever they are call’d on to fhew 
themfelves in what their Ability is great, 
exert their utmoft Care: Which _ has 
fometimes this good Effect, that the 
Crowd perceiving ’em to fucceed fo well 
in what they make not their Profeffion, 
reputes them to be much more expert 
at what they do profeds. An -Artifice 
this, if well conducted, which I do not 
at all diflike. 

A Deceit, you might more properly 
have call’d it, anfwer’d Gafpar Pallavici- 
no, and to ufe which I cannot think be- 
coming a Man of Honour. 


It is rather the fetting off what one does, 
faid Frederic, than any thing of Deceit 
but if you will have it a Deceit, it is cer- 
tainly what ought not to be condemn’d, 
Asata Trial at Foils, he that hits his Ad- 
verfary cannot be faid to cheat him, but 
only to have more Skillthan him. When 
you are poffets’d of a Jewel which appears 
beautiful before it 1s fet, but after its be- 
ing fo, much more; would you not fay that 
the Workman deceives the Eyes of the 
Beholder? And yet that very Deceit is 


his greateft Praife: Ivory, Silver and 
precious Stones, often receiving an In- 
create of Beauty and Ornament from the 


amafterly Hand that fets them in Gold. 


Let 





RTIER. 

Uw altrode primiPittori del mon- 
do [prezza guell arte, dove 6 rariffi- 
mo, & effi pofto ad imparar Filofoftas 
nella quale ha cost ftrant concettz, 9 
nuove chimere, che effo con tutta la 

fia pittura non fapria dipingerle. Lt 
di quefti tali infiniti fi trovano. 

Son ben alcuni, 2 quali conofcéndop 
haver eccelléntia in una cofa, fanno 
principal profeffione dun altra, della 
gual perd non fono ignorantt; Me 
ogni volta che loro occorre moftrar fe 
in quella, dove fi fenton valere, fe 
moftran gagliardamente : & view lor 
tal’ hor fatto, che la brigata vedén- 
dogli valer tanto in quello, che non é 
fia profeffione, eftima che vaglian 
molto pinin quello, di che fan pro- 
felfione. QuefParte sella e accompa- 
gnata da burn giudicio, non mi atf- 
piace punto. 

Rifpofe allbora il Signor Ga/par 
Pallavicino, quefia a mé non par 
arte, ma vero inganno; ne credo che 
fi convenga, a@ chivuol effer huomo 
da bene, mat lo inganuare. 

Quefto, diffe Meffer Federico, é pit 
prefio uvornamento il quale accom- 
pagna quella cofa, che colui fa, che 
incanno; 9 fe pur e inganno, non é 
da biafimare. Non direte voi ancora 
che di dui che maneggian Larme, 
guel che batte 11 compagno, lo in- 
ganna? & quefio es perche ha pit ar- 
te che Laltro. Et fe vor havete una 
gioia, la quale diflegata mofirt effer 

hella, venendo poi alle mani dun 
buon Oréfice, che col legarla bene la 
faccia paver molto pit bella; non di- 
rete voi, che quell Oréfice inganna 
gli occhi di chi la vede? & par di 
guello inganno mérita laude: perchée 
col buon giudicio, © con Varte be mae- 
firévoli mant fpelffo aggiungon gratia, 
© 
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&} ornamento all’ avério, ovéro all’- 
argento, ovéro ad una bella pietra, 
circondandola di fiw oro. 

Nou diciamo adungue, che Larte, 
& tal inganno (fe pir voi lo volete 
cos? chiamare) mériti biafimo alcuno. 
Non é ancor difconveniente, che un’- 
huomo, che ft fente valere in una co- 
fa, cerchi deftramente occasion di mo- 
fivarfi in quella,  medefimamente 
nafconda le parti, che gli patan poco 
laudévolz; 21 tutto pero cou una cer- 
ta adverttta diffimulatione. Ninvi 
vicorda, come fenza mofirar di cer- 
carle, ben pighiava Voccafioni il Re 
Ferrando dz fpogltarft tal’hor in 
giuppone, © guefto, perche fi fentiva 
difpofitiffimo? % perché noun haveva 
troppo buone mani, rare volte, 0 quaft 
mai ft cavava i guanti; © pochi éra- 
20, che di quefia fia averténtia sac- 
corgélfero ¢ 

‘Parmi ancor haver letto, che Giu- 
lio Cefare portaffe volentiert la lai- 
rea, per naftdndere whcalvition. Ma 
circa quefiz modi bifogna effer molto 
prudente, di buon giudtcie, per 
non ufcire de términi; perché molte 
volte Vhuomo per fuggir uwerrore, 
sucorre nell altro, © per voler ac- 
guiftir laude, acquifia biafimo. 

£, aduuque fecuriffima cofa nel mo- 
do det vivere, & nel converfare, go- 
vernarfi fempre con una certa bone- 
fia medwocrita; che nel vero é gran- 
diffimo, 5 fermi fimo [cudo contra la 
tnvtdia, ta qual f2 dee furgir quan- 
£0 pia fi pus. 

Voglio ancor che’l nofiro Cortegia- 
n0 ft guardi non acquifiar nome di bu- 
giardo, ne di vano; il che tal’ hor in- 
terviene a queglt ancéra che no’l 
méritano. Pero ne toi ragionamen- 
tz fia fempre advertito di non ufvir 
della 
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Let it not then be faid, that this Sort 
of Art or Deceit (if you will call it fo) 
Can ever merit the leat Blame. It 1s 
likewife not improper for him who knows 
his Ability in any Particular, to take a 
handfome Opportunity of fhewing it, and 
to conceal likewife what he thinks lefs or- 
namental and laudable; but a certain 
wary Diffimulation mutt run through the 
whole. Don’t you remember that King 
Ferdinand took often Occafion, without 
feeming to feek one, to put off his upper 
Garments, becaufe he knew  himfelf 
then to appear to Advantage? And his 
Hands being none of the moft beautiful, 
he was feen continually to keep his Gloves 
on; nor was this great Caution of his re- 
marked by many? 


I have read likewife, if I miftake not, 
that Julius Caefar delighted to wear the 
Lawrel as his Baldnefs was thereby con- 
cealed. But here a nice Difcernment and 
exact Judgment is required to keep within 
due Bounds; for very often, to avoid one 
Error, we are guilty of another, and find 
Reproach where we expected Applaufe. 


The fureft way therefore we can take is 
not to tranfgrefs the Mean, which will 
effectually fecure us from Envy, than 
which I know not what we ought more 
carefully to avoid. 


I would likewife have our Courtier ab- 
ftain from whatever may fix on him the 
Imputation of Falfhood and Vanity; 
which indéed is fometimes their Lot, who 
in no wife deferve it. He ought there- 


fore always to fpeak what has the Air of 
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Probability, and feldom dwell on Truths, 
which have not all one would with to 
make them be thought fo ; not following 
the Practice of many who fearce ever talk 
but of Wonders, and would fain pafs for 
fach Authorities, as might gain Belief to 
the moft incredible Stories. 

Others, when they begin a Friendhhip, 
are wont asthe moft ready way to endear 
themfelves to their new Friend, to {wear 
there is no one breathing they love bet- 
ter, and that Death fhould gladly be their 
Choice could it promote his Benefit, with 
a thoufand fuch Improbabilities: At 
parting too Tears muft be ready to fall, 


J 
c 


and their Grief fuch as interrupts their 


VA Lia 
Speech: Thus arethey reputed Lyars on- 


ly and abfurd Flatterers, while they en- 
deavour to be thought cordial and entire 
Friends. 

But it would be too tedious to enume- 
rate all the Vices to which Converfation 
is obnoxious. Let it fuffice therefore to 
obferve, that what I require of our Cour- 
tier, befides the Things already mention- 
ed, is to know how to adapt himfelf to 
the Capacities. of all with whom he has 
any Intercourfe, to be-able to pleafe hi 
Company; to have fuch a fhare of Wit 
as to be always diverting, fill ftopping 


cS 
o 


War Ceuta? nanan ee APY MAFIA 
inort Ok wnat may tire or iatiate. 


And now Ihope Emilia will give me 
leave to-break off; which fhould fhe de- 
ny me, I fhall ftand felf-convicted, that 
{ am not the Courtier of whom I have dif- 
courfed; for Ifind my felf not only at a 
lofs what to fay properly, but even what 
to fay at all 


della verifimilitudine, §5 di non di¥ 
ancor troppo fpeffo quelle veritd, 
che hanno faccta di menzogua; come 
molti, che non parlan mat, fe non dt 
mivacols, &§ voglion effer di tanta 
autorita, che ogni incredibil cofa a 
loro fia creduta. 

Altri nel principio d’una amict- 
tia, per acquifiar gratia col nuovo 
amico, il primo di chegli parlano, 
gidvano non baver perfona al mon- 
do, che pin amino, che lut, 65 che 
vorrebbon volentier morir per fargls 
fervitio, &§ tat cofe fuor di ragione: 
&§ quando da lui fi partano, fanno le 
vifte di piangere, {5 dit nou poter 
dir parola per dolore: cosi per voler 
effer tenuti troppo amorévoli, fi fan- 
no eftimar bugiardi, § fcioccht adu- 
Lat ore. 


Ma troppo lungo, e faticofo farra 
volér difcorrer tutti i vitit, che pof- 
fon occorrere nel modo del conver{a- 
re. Perd per quello chio destdero 
nel Cortegiano, baftt dire, oltre alle 
cofe gia dette, che'l fia tale, che maz 
non gli manchin ragionamenti buoni, 
e commodati a quelli, co gualt par- 
la;  fuppia con una certa dolcez- 
zarecrear gli animide gli auditori; 
3 con motti piacévolt, © facétie, dif- 
cretamente indurglt a fefla, 5 rife, 
di forte, che fenza venir mat a fa- 
fitdio, opar a fatiare, continuamente 
dilettz. 

Io penfo che hormai la Signora E- 
yilia mi dara licéntia di tacére; la 
gual cofa sella mi neghera, 10 per le 
parole mie medéfime fard convinto 

non effer quel buon Cortegiano, dt cui 
ho parlato; che non folamente 2 bont 
ragionamenti, t quali nemo, ne forfe 
mai da me havete uditi, ma ancor 


quefte 


































‘ 


qe fi met, come voglia che /¢ stano, 

b U1. neh mt mancano. 

Allhor diffe ridendo zl Signor Pre- 
fetto, lo non voglio che quejla falfa 
opinion refti pole imo dalcun di 
H0t, che Vol non buont fimo Cor- 
tegiano; che cer “ 1 defidério vofiro 
dt rit pin prefto 2 ghey ving V0- 
ler fuggir fatica, che da manca 
ragionamenti. ‘Pero aceid che non 
pata, che im compagnta cosi degna, 
come & quefia, ragionamento tanto 


eccellente fi fia lafciato a dietro par- 
te alcuna, frate con itento 3 mn fegivar- 
ct, come habbiamo ad ufar le faceé- 
tie, delle quali havete hor-fatta men- 
tione, &5 mo arct Parte, che sap. 
partiene a tutta quefta forte di par- 
lar piacévole, per madurre rifo, 
fella con gentil odo; perche in vero 
a meé pare che jonibeo eti afar, §5.molto 
st convenga al Cortegiano 


Signor mio, rifvofe alibor Meffer 
Federico, ‘le facétie, e i motti 6 Yond 
pit prefto sie gratia di natura, 


che d’arte. Ma bene in guefto fi tro- 
vano alcune nationz prone ite pit Puna 
che Laltra, come 1 Tofcani, che in 
vero fouo acutiffinmt. Pare anc a; 
che a Spagnuolt fia affat préprio il 
0% tregezare : Trévanfi ben one 
molt, 9 di guefla, 5 dogni altra 
watione, t qualt per troppo loquacita 
pafan taVhor i términi, © divénta 
no infulft 5 ineptt. Perché non han 
vifpetto alla forte delle perfone, con 
le quat parlano, al loco ove fi tré- 
ano, al tempo, alla gravita, 6 alla 
modi, che effi propri mantenere 
aeuriano. 
Allbora il Signor Prefetto.rifpofe, 
V ot ne ate, che nelle facétie fia arte 
alcuna, par dicendo mal di quel, 
che non férvano in effe la modéftia & 
gravita, 


I will never have it, interpofed tl 
Prefect fmiling, that ever fo falle an Opi- 


nion fhould prevail, as that o 


being an excellent Co yurtier; for your 
Defire to conclude undoubtedly arifes 


e 


rather from an Averfion to Trouble than 


any Inability to apie Therefore, 


that, in a Company fo worthy, andon a 
Subje& fo great, no a en be omit- 


( 


ted, let me prevail on you to give us.fome 
Obfervations about that Mirth to phigh 
you juft now exhorted, and inftruct us in 


the ns ih well becoming, and fo much 


=) 


impor ii cheat of diverting a Com- 
pany es oe f Wit and Humour. 


Such kind of Turns, anfwer’d Frede-. 


rick, have more of Nature in them than 
Art. Some Nations we find more ready 
at them than others, ‘as particularly the 
Florentines, who fucceed ftrangely this 
way. There is likewife a Pointednefs 
almoft peculiar to the Spaniards: Bu 
both among them, and all other People, 
we meet with fuch as run into the Extreme 
of too much, and grow quite tirefome 
and infipid. ‘They regard not the Con- 
dition of the Perfon to whom they fpeak 
the Place, the Time, nor the Gravity 
and Modefty which ought to be preferv’d 
by themfelves. 


You. deny then, faid the Prefeé&, that 
Wit has any thing to do with Art, and 
yet in condemning 
the Bounds of Mac efty and Grav LY 


them who tranfgrefs 
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who are witty without due Refpect to 
Times and Perfons; you feem to make it 
evident, that fome Rules and Precepts are 
neceflary to be obferved. 

Thofe, anfwer’d Frederick, are fuch 
general ones, that they fuit all Subjects. 
But I afirm’d, that Wit and Humour 
had nothing of Art in them, becaufe, as 
far as I can judge, they are only of two 
Sorts. One is that which appears In 
a long continued Narration, wherein we 
find fome fo happy, fo pertinently expref- 
fing what they have experienced, feen or 
heard, in Terms fo agreeable, and with 
am Action fo lively, that you think you 
fee, and are your felf engaged in the 
whole. This, fince we have no better 
Term for it, we may call a genteel Man- 
ner of Expreffion. 


The other Kind is more concife, and 
eonfifts in thofe brifk and home Repar- 
tees, which are frequently heard among 
us; and which, without being pointed 
and fatyrical, appear flat. Thefe the An- 
cients call?d Apothegms, but we often 
give them the Term of Repartees. 


In the former way Art certainly can- 
not take Place, for Nature itfelf forms 
Men to an agreeable Utterance of their 
Sentiments, and gives a Look, an Aétion, 
Voice, and an Expref hon, fitted to the 
Imitation of whatever falls under their 
Notice. And as to the latter, what Art 
can be therein? when the Stroke muft be 
given e’er it feems thought of, for other- 
wife it nauféates and difpleafes; which in- 
duces. me to regard the whole as purely 
ewing to Fancy and Nature. 


P. Bem- 


CO, U RASTER. 


gra avita, © non hanno rifpetto al 

tempo, €S alle per fone, con le quat 
parlano; parm che dimofiriate, che 
ancor qucfto infegnar f fell © hab- 
bia in sé qualche difcipline 

Ouefte secre Signor aie rifpofe 
Meffer Federico, fon tanto univer ‘[a- 
li, che i ogni cofa ft confanno 6 
gidvano. Ma to ho detto nelle facé- 
tie non effer arte, perche di due e for- 
ti folamente parmt che fe ne trovt- 
n0; delle quai, Luna Seftende nel 
vragionar lungo’S coutinuate, come. fi 
vede dit alcunt hudmini, che con tan- 
to buona gratia, © cosi piacevolmen- 
te narrano, & efprimono una cofa, 
che fia boro intervenuta, 0 veduta, ¥ 
udita Vhabbiano, che coz geftt, © 
con le parole, la méttono innanzi a 
gli occhi, 5 quafi la fan tocear con 
mano. Et quefta forfe per non ci ha- 
ver altro vocabulo, fi porria chia- 
mar feflivita, ovéro urbanita. 

Laltra forte dt facétie é breviffi- 
ma, © confifte folamente ne i dettz 
prouti, acuti, come fpeffo tra noz 
fewddono, ue mordaci; ne fenza 
quel poco di puntura par che habbian 
gratia: & quefir preffo a gli antichi 
ancor fi nominavano dettt, adeffo al- 
cunt le chiamano argitie. 

Dico adunque, che nel primo mo- 
do, ché quella fefliva nar — ne, 
non € bifogno arte alcuna, perche la 
natura medéjima crea, forma a hi 
hudmini atti a narrare Piaepalecon 
te, & da loro it volto, 2 gefti, la vo- 
ce, e le parole appropriate ad imitar 
cid che végliono. Nellaltro delle 
argitie, che pud far Varte? concio- 
fia cofa che quel falfo detto dee effer 
ufcito, haver dato in br 0CCa, pri- 
ma che pata, che colui, che lo dice, 

vhibbia potuto penfare; altramente 


é fred- 











é freddo &S§ non ha del buono; pe- 
7d eflimo che'l tutto fia Opera dell’ 
seREE NM &S della natura. 

Riprefe allior te pa’ role Meff 
Pietro Bembo, dill senerpy: 7 
Prefetto non vi nega Y vesting che vor 
dite, cio é, che la natura, 3 lo in- 

LegHO, NOM habbiano le pri aa Phare 
maffimamente circa la invents Lone : 
ya certo ey che nell anima iafcu- 
10, fia par Phuonio di Gi ena bon ti- 
gegno pus éfferes ndfcono de i concettt 
buon © malt, SJ pill, €3 mend, ma 
zl Siueiene pots 5 Larte li lina 
Corre gly 3 fa elettione de i Hine AC 
rifiuta i mali 
7 erd lafci tana guello, che sap par- 
tiene allo ee. dichiaratect guel- 
lo che confifie nell arte: c10 é delle 
fackiie, © €3 de zt motti, che indicono 
artdere, qual fon conve nientt al Cor- 
begiano,  guai nod; © in gual tem- 
po, & modo fi debbano ufare : che 
oa é quello, che’l Signor Prefetto 
v addimanda. 


Allbova Meffer Federico pur ri- 
dendo Gillea Now é alcun qui di not, 
al qual io non ceda in ogni cofa, 
maf mamente nell effer facéto, eccet- 
to fe forfe le SetocchezZe y che {peffo 
fanno rider altrut, pit che ¢ bet det- 
ti, non foffero effe aucéra accettate 

per facétie. Et cosi voltandofi al 
op Ludovico (9 4 Meffer Bernar- 
do Bibiena, diffe, Ee COUt z maefiri dt 

qucfio ; dat gle alt, S ‘70 ho da parla- 
re de’ detti gioco/t, bifigna che prima 
impari cid che urhabbia a dire 

Rifpofe iL Coute Ludovico, A me 
pare che gia cominciate ad ufar quel- 
lo, dt che dite non fa per niente, C10 
é di, voler far rider guefir Signort 

burlanda 
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P. Bembo here interpofed, the Pre- 
feé& denies not that Fancy and Nature 
have the greateft part, and particularly 
in what concerns the Invention: but 
fince there arife in the moft able Heads 
Conceptions bad as well as good, in fome 
more, in others fewer, there will be oc- 
cafion for Judgment and Art to polifh, 
to poste to chufe the good, and re- 
nec % the bad. 


Omitting therefore what is the Bufinefs: 


of Nature alone, Jet the Part in which 
Art is concern’d, be the Subjeét of your 
Difcourfe: Inftruct us what fort of Wit 
and Raillery of ees and humorous 
Expreffions become the Co urtier, and 
what he ought to forbear; as likewife in 
the time when they are moft feafonable, 
and in the manner which renders them the 
moft agreeable: This, I believe, is what 
the Prefect expects from you. 

There is no one prefent, faid Fredrick 
fmiling, to. whom I am not, in all Refpects, 
inferior, and efpecially in Point of Hu- 
mour, without you think Abfurdities a 
Proof of any, which fometimes indeed 
create more Mirth than the moft humo- 
rous Expreffions. And then, turning to 
Count Lewis and Bernard Bibiena, Thefe, 
faid he, are the Men of Mirth and Wit, 
and, to give you Inftruction about either, 
from them I muft firft receive it. 


I think, anfwer’d Count Lewis, that 
you are now making the Company merry 
(the very thing you pretended your fe elf 
unable to do) at the Expence of Bibiena 


and. 
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and mes for it is fuficiently known, that 
the Quality you commend in us, you pof- 
{efs in a much greater Degree your felf. 
But if the Truth be, that you are tired, it 
were better to requeft the Duchefs to put 
off the Proceeding on this Subject till to 
Morrow, than, by indireét Methods, to 
avoid the Fatigue of purfuing it. 


frederick was beginning his Reply, 
when Emilia, interrupting him, faid, 
You had no Order to turn the Difcourfe 
on your mutual Commendations; they 
are already publick enough. But fince I 
recollect that you, Count, blamed me 
Yefterday for not equally dividing the 
Tatk, I will givea little Eafe to Frederick, 
and command Bernard Bibiena to furnith 
us with proper Inftructions on the: Head 
of Wit and Humour: For not only his 
Difcourfe fhews him to have a great deal, 
but we remember his Promife to write on 
this Subject; and have Caufe therefore to 
believe that his Thoughts have been fre- 
quently on it; whence we may expectthat 
he will acquit himfelf to our entire Satis- 
faction. Bibiena’s Tafk finifh’d, Frede- 
rick fhall refume his, and go through 
with what remains to accomplifh our 
Courtier. 


I-know nothing, Madam, faid Frede- 
rick, that Ihave to add; but, as a Tra- 
veller tired with a long Journey, I will re- 
pofe my felf while Bibiena difcourfes , 
whofe Words affording me the Pleafure of 
a fair Tree, cafting a refrefhing Shade 
near fome murmuring Stream, when my 
Spirits are a little recruited, I may per- 
haps profecute my Subject, 


Soon 


burlando Meffer Bernardo €8 me. per- 
ché ogn’un di lor fa, che quello, dt 
che cz laudate, in v0ié molto pit ec- 
cellentemente. Perd, fe fiete faticato, 
meglio ¢ dimandar gratia alla Signora 
Ducheff2, che faccia differire il refto 

el ragiouamento a domant, che vo- 
Ler con sngauni fubterfigger la fati- 
Ca. 

Cominciava Meffir Federico &@ ri- 
Spondere,ma laSignora Emilia fibito 
Linterruppe, & diffe; Non é Pérdi- 
ne, che la difputa fe ne vada in lau- 
de vofira; bafta che tutti fiete molto 
ben conoftiutz, Ma perché ancor mi 
ricordo che voi, Conte, hier fera mi 
defile imputatione, chio non partiva 
egualmente le fatiche, fara bene 
che Meffer Federico fi ripofi an poco, 
eLcarico del parlar delle facétie, da- 
remo a Meffer Bernardo Bibiena: per- 
che non folamente nel vragionar conti- 
nuo lo conofcemo facettfimo, ma ba- 
vemo a memébria che di guefla maté- 
via piu volte ci ha promeffo, voléer 
Sertvere; & perd poffiam crédere, 
che gia molto ben vi habbia penfato, 
© per quefto debba compiutamente fa- 
tisfarct. ‘Poi parlato che fi fia delle 
facetie, Meffer Federico feguira in 
quello, che dir gli avanza del Corte- 
giano. 

Allbora Meffer Federico diffe, Si- 
Enora non sd cio che pih mdvanzi : 
ma to a guifa di viandante gid flan- 
co dalla fatica del lungo caminare a 
mezo giorno, ripoferommi nel vagi0- 
nar di Meffer Bernardo al fuon delle 
fie parole, come fitto qualche ame- 
niffimo,  ombrofo albero al wmorwo- 
rar fuave a’un vivo fonte; pot forfe 
un poco riftorato, potrd dir qualche 


altra cofa. 
Rifpofe 








Rifpofe ridendo Meffer Bernards, 
S’io vs mofiro il capo, vederete, che 
ombra fi pur afpettar dalle foglie del 
mio albero. “Di feutire il mormério 
di quel fonte vivo, forfe vi verra 
fatto, perch io fur gia conver /o tn un 
fonte, non dalcuno de gli antichiDez, 
ma dal nofiro fra Mariano; da in- 
di in qua mai non we mancata Vac- 
gua. 

Alihora ogwun comiuciod a ridere, 
perchée quefta piacevolezza, dt che 
Meffer Bernardo intendeva, effendo 
intervenuta in Roma, alla preféntia 
di Galeotto, Cardinale di S.Pietro in 
Viucula, & tutti era nottfima. 

Ceffato il.vifo, diffe la Signora E- 
milia, Lafciate vot adeffo il farci rz- 
dere con Loperar le facétie, © a noi 
imfeguate, come Lhabbiamo ad ufare, 
& donde fi ca'vino, 5 tutto quello, 
che fopra quefia matéria vot cono- 
feete: Et per nou perder piu tempo, 
cominciate homat. 

Diubito diffe Meffer Bernardo che 
Lhora fia tarda; §5 accio che'l mio 
parlar di facétie non fia infacéto, & 
faftidiofo, forfe bou fara differirlo in 
fino a domant. 

Qurvi fibito rifpdfero molt?, non 
effer ancor ne a gran pezza Vhora 
confueta dt dar fine al ragionare. 

Allhora rivoltandofi Meffer Ber- 
nardo alla Signora‘Duchefj2z © alla 
Signora Emilia; lo non voglio fug- 
gir, diffe, quefia fatica, bench io, co- 
me foglio maravigharmt dell’ auda- 
cia at color, che éfano cantar alla vt- 
ola in preféntia del noftro Idcomo 
Sanfecondo, cosi non doverei in pre- 
féntia dauditori, che molto meglio 
zutendon quello, che io ho a dire, che 
40 fief{o, ragionare delle fecetics Par, 


per 
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Soon as you fee the Top of the Tree, 
faid Bibiena fmiling, you will be able to 
suefs what you may expect from the Shade 
of it, As to the murmuring Stream in- 
deed, your Luck may poffibly be to hear 
it; for, I affure you, I have been turn’d 
into one, not by any of the Gods of old, 
but good Father Mariano; and the Water 
has never been quite out of me fince. 


Here they all laugh’d, for what Bibiena 
alluded to, happening at Rome, in the 
Prefence of Galeotto, Cardinal of St. Pe- 
ter in Vincula, was well known to all. 


When they had again compos’d them- 
felves, I would not, faid Emilia, have 
your Entertainment be the exerting Wit, 
but the teaching us how to ufe it; the in- 
forming us whence it is deriv’d, and what- 
ever elfe is neceffary on fuch a Subject : 
And that we lofe no Time, pray begin 
immediately. 

[’mafraid, faid Bibiena, that the Night 
is too far advanc’d; and that my Dif- 


courfe on Wit may not be without it, & 


could with it might be deferr’d till to 
Morrow. 

All anfwer’d here immediately, that it 
wanted much of the Hour when the Com- 
pany us’d to break up. 

Upon which Bibiena, turning to the 


Duchefs and Emilia, thus began; I will 
4 Oo 


not decline this Tafk, though, as their 
Boldnefs always aftonifh’dme, who would 
fing tothe Viol in the Prefence of James 
Sanfecondo, fo mine may feem unpardon- 
able to treat of Wit, in the Prefence of 
many, who have a far better Knowledge 
of the Subjeét thanI can pretend to: Yet 


that my Example may not be the leaft In- 
ducement 
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ducement to thefe Gentlemen, to decline 
any Orders they fhall receive, I will, as 


‘briefly as poffible, give you my Senti- 


ments on what is apt to raife our Laugh- 
ter; which is indeed a thing fo proper to 
us, that the old Definition of a Man 1s, 
his being a Creature capable of it; for we 
know no Creature but Man that can laugh ; 
and his doing, fo is always a fign of fome 
Pleafure he perceives in his own Mind, 
which Nature has formed defirous of Plea- 
fure, and inclin’d to Mirth and Repofe. 
To procure this, is the Defign of many 
Things invented by Man, as Feafts , 
and all the Variety of Publick Shews. 
And as our Affection naturally fixes on 
thofe who contribute to our Recreation, 


9 
and many Cities befides, to engage the 


la 


Love of the People, were careful to erect 
Theatres and other Edifices, and there 
exhibit Horfe and Chariot Races, Com- 
‘bats with ftrange Beafts, Comedies, T'ra- 
gedies, and mimick Dances: Nor did 
thefevereft Philofophers abfent themfelves 
onthofe Oceafions, but regarded them as 
proper Reliefs for the Mind, bufied in 
abftrufe and noble Enquiries. Neither 
are Rufticks, Sailors, and the reft whofe 
Days pafs in Toils and Labour, the only 
Perfons whom Diverfions and Amufe- 
ments engage; but even the Religious, 
the Captives, fuch whom Death feems mi- 
nutely to threaten, even thefe have their 
Defires turn’d the fame way, they feel 
the fame Tendency. 


Laughter 


per non dar caufa ad alcuni di quefti 


Signori di vicufar cofa, che impofta 
loro fia, dird, quanto pin brevemen- 
te mt fara pofstbile, cio che mi occor- 
re circa le cofe, che mudvono il rifos 
tl qual tanto a noi é proprio, che per 
diftriver Vhuomo, fi fuol dir ch’egli 
€ un animal ristbile ; perche quefte 
rifo folamente ne gli hudmini fi ve- 
de; © é guafi fempre teftiménio d’u- 
na certa bilarita, che dentro fi fen- 
te nell’animo, il qual. da natura 
é tirato al piacére, © appetifce il 
ripofo @L recrearfi. Onde veggia- 
ma molte cofe da gh hudmini rg- 
trovaie per quefio effetto, come le 
fefie, e tante varie forti di {pettaco- 
lt. £it perché not amiamo quei, che 
fon cdufa dt tal noftra recreatione, 
ufavano t Ré antichi, 1 Romani, gli 
Atheniefi, 9 molti altri, per acqui- 
fiar la benivoléntia de i populi, & 
pafcer gli occhi, & gh animi della 
moltitudine, far magni Teatri, & 
altrt publici edificit, 5 ivi moftrar 
nuovi giochi, corfi di cavalli, &§ di 
carrette, combattimenti, firani ant- 
malt, comédie, tragédie, © morefihe : 
Ne da tal vifta érano alieni 4 feveri 
Filéfojt, che fpeffo, 5 co t [pettacols 
di tal forte, & convitt, rilafciavano 
gli animi affaticati in quegh alti lor 
difcorfi,&5 divini penfiert. La qual co- 
fa volentier fanuo ancor tutte le gua- 
lita a’huémini, che non folamente z 
lavoratori de campi, 2 marinari, e 
tutti quelli, che hanno duri afprt 
efercttit alle mani, ma i fanti reli- 
Li0ft, 2 prigionert, che d’bhora in ho- 
ra afpéttano la morte, pir vanno 
cercando qualche rimédio, F medicé- 
na per recrearfi. 


Tutto 








































Tutto quello adunque, che muove 
ilrifo, exbilara V dnimo, & da pia- 
cére, née lafiia che in quel puntoVhuo- 
mo ft vicord: delle noiofe moléfie, 
delle quali la vita noftra é piena. 
Perd a tutti (come vedete) i rifo 
& gratiffimo; 5 é molto da laudare, 
chi lo muove a tempo, © di buon mo- 
do. 

Ma che cofa fia quefio rifo, 5 do- 
we flta, © in che modo tal hor’occupi 
le vene, glioccht, la bocca, et fian- 
chi, 5 par che cz vogha far fcoppiar, 
tanto che per forza, che vt mettia- 
mo, non € pofstbile tenerlo, lafciard 
difputare aDemécrito; 11 quale, fe 
forfe ancor lo prometteffe, non lo fap- 
prebbe dire. 

Il loco adungue, & quaft it fonte, 
onde nafcono tridicult, confifte in una 
certa deformita; perche folamente ft 
vide di quelle cofe, che hanno in sé 
difconventéntia, & par che fttan ma- 
le, fenza pero flar male. Io non sd 
altrimenti dichiarirlo: Ma fe voi 
da v1 fteffi penfate, vedrete che qua- 
ji fempre quel, di che firide, é una 
cofa, che non fe conviene, > pir non 
fia male. 

Quali adunque stano guei modi, 
che debba ufar 11 Cortegtano per muo- 
ver il rifo, © jin a che termine, 
sSforzerommi dt dirvi per quanto mi 
mofirera iL mio giudicio: perché il 
far rider fempre uon fi convien al 
Cortegzano, née ancor di quel modo che 
fanno z pazzt, © gVimbriachi, 2 
feuocchi, & inetti, 6 medefimamente 
i buffoni: © benche nelle Corti quefle 
forts @hudmini par che fi richiégga- 
10, pir non méritano effer chiamati 
Cortegiani: ma ciafcun per lo nome 
fio, 5 eflimatitali, quai fono. 


il 
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Whatever therefore caufes Laughter, 
cheers likewife the Mind, nor permits 
the Man, at that Inftant, to remember 
thofe Uneafineffes with which our Life 
is too well acquainted. Laughter then, 
you perceive, is a thing grateful to all; 
and he that raifes it after a proper Man- 
ner, and in a feafonable Time, mutt de- 
ferve our Applaufe. 

But what this Laughter is, how it af- 
fects the Veins, the Eyes, the Mouth, 
the Sides, whence it has fuch Force, that 
we fometimes want the Power to contain 
its I muft leave to be difcufs’d by De- 
mocritus, which, whatever he may pro- 
mife, I fear he will fcarce be able to per- 
form. 


Now the Source of all Ridicule is De. 
formity ; for whatever we laugh at is in 
Appearance bad, though not fo in Reali- 
ty. I know not how to exprefs my felf 
otherwife in this Point: But if you would 
reflect on the Matter, you would per- 
ceive, that what we laugh at, is gene- 
rally fomething abfurd, tho’ not evil. 


What Means our Courtier ought to ufe 
to raife Laughter, and in. what Limits 
reftrain himfelf , I will now endeavour, 
according to the beft of my Ability, to 
declare: for Jefting is not feafonable at 
all Times, and fhould be conduéted after 
a manner very different from that of the 
ill-judging Multitude, of a fottith and 
drunken Crew, and of profefs’d Buffoons : 
from which fort of Wretches, though 
Courts may not be free, yet they merit 
not the Title of Courtiers : No, let thern 
be diftinguifh’d by their own Names, 
and be reputed indeed what they are. 
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the Mind of Man is ever averfe to all Jefts 


on the unfortunate, unlefs they difcovera 
remarkable Arrogance and ua tee 
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had like- 
5 . 1 i ome) ee, 
wile to fuch as are univerially ak as 
7 ; aa i 

and beloved by all, and invefted with 


p,- r ¢ a« =e A 1 ~ ae - c 14 i ara 5 km 
fFower and /futhority; for here an un 





gerous Enemies. What we may fairly be 
levere upon and merry deg are the De- 
fects of Perfons not fo wretched as to call 
affion, nor fo wicked as to be 
_ . the ty 


unworthy of Lite, nor fo confiderable, 


that their light Difpleafure can be very 


We may obferve likewife, that on the 
1¢ very fame Topicks whereon we may 
f < in a ferious 
Blame or Praife, 
he felf fame W Pathe. 
For Inftance, as the general Commenda- 
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tion of a liberal Perfon, who chearfully 
weaa< fe 51¢ Wren ~ . F ayer 0 1 
imparts his Wealth to his Friends, is, 
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is a dear Creature, mi ly be ufed to f e{fpeak 
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Listaning o) mifura di far ridere 


mordendo , oe ogua ancor effer dili- 
gentemente onfiderato chi fia 
quello, che ft morde ; perche WON S 1n- 
duce rifo ¢ col dile; g7ar i171 mt fero &5 
calamitofo, née ancora un ribaldo & 
feelerato f buiblico; perche guefit par 
che méritino maggior caftig £0, che ’. : 
effer burlati; © gli dnimi 
200 ‘ona suclinatt a beff rim j nifert, 
ecccenufs guet talt nella fia infelicz 
a O72 fi vantaffero, cS foffero Sit 
perbi & profits tofu. 
3 éeft ancora he 1V« er 77, Petto a 
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Gitel, che fino un iver{almente Zi ati, 
 amati aa ogn' unc, \ potenti; per- 
che tal’hor col dileggiar quefit, po- 


via Vhuomo acquiflarfi inimictti ie 

ricolofe. “Pero conveniente cofa e bef- 
fare, 6) riderft de 2 vttii col ers in 
perfone, ne mifere tanto, che mudva- 
n0 compaffione, ne tanto le aliualii j 
che paia che méritino fer conden-~ 
wate a pena capitate, , Canto gran- 
1, che un loro piccal flog gno poffa far 
gran danno. 

Havete ancor a fapére, che daz 
lochi donde ft cavano motti ” ride- 
re, ft poljou medefimamente cavar 
feutéutie BY aU1, er honlia’ © per 
biafimare, 5 talbor cou le medéfime 
parole: come per laudar un huomo 1- 
berale, che metta la robba fuat 22 COM- 
mune con glt amict fuolfi dire 7 che 
cid ch’egli ha non & fuo. IL med ‘10 
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fi puo dir per 1a imo a’uno che hab- 
bia rubbato, 0 per altre male arti ac- 
guifiato ¢ qi al cbe tiene. Dice/f an- 
cor, colez é€ una donna d’a ff at, voléen- 

dola laudar dz prudéntia . bonta : 
tL medéfimo porta dir chi voleffe bia- 
) haan -peree che foffe donna ; 
moltt. Ma pin fp elf occorre fervirf: 
de i medéfimi lochi a quefto pr ~ 









sdéfime parole. Co- 
a meffa in una 


a 3 we f q 
© una Signor a, 


; f? Das 7 
‘lla Hate ferviva damor uno det 
v 
‘ 14 4y hist 27D ay P his m4 
tre, comparve “Un poOvVETO mendico, 
hy G aS : Th \ eee ‘ 4) 
Pojiofe avant aia OIgnOra, commen 
vind iow. adage yuidar loan bl; SS rnc? 
CLIOLLE 2 GOWMaGUuGAGAaATEC C LEU OflLHas, (9 COSZ 
~ 
; Le : oe i 
con molta importunita 9 voce lamen- 
i a 5 ore 
tévole, gemendo replicd pi volte la 


fia domanda: pur con tutto g tefto 
effa non gli diede mai ele mnie i ne 
ela nego, con fargl fegno, 
che s'andaffe con Dio, ma flette fem- 
pre fopra di se, come fe penfaffe in 
oe @: Diff allbora il Cavalier in- 
namorato a dui compagni, Vedete cio 
ch’io poffo fperare dalla mia Signora, 
che é tanto crudele, che non folamen- 
re non da elemédfina a quel poveretto 
egnudo morto di fame, che con tanta 
po on, e tante volte a let la doman- 
da, ma non gli da pur licéntia; tanto 
gode dz veder fi innanz! una perfonda, 
che languifca in miféria, 5 in van le 
domand: mercede. 

Rifpofe un de t ditt, Quefia non e 
crudelta, ma un tacito ammaefira- 
mento dt quefta Szignora a voi, per 
farvi condfcere che effa now compzace 
mat achtle domanda con molta im- 
portunita. 

Rifpofe Paltro, Anzi é un aver- 
tir lo, che ancor ch’ella non dia quello, 
che fe le domanda, pur le piace Vép 
ferne pregata. 

Exccovt dal non haver quella Si- 
guora dito licéutia al pévero, nac- 
que un — di fevero ach ee Uno 
dz modefia Lande, un altro di gzuoco 
riage rdat “aCe. 

ornande aduugque a dichiartre le 
‘Pint delle facétie appartenentz ab 
propojito nofiro: dico, che Secondo me, 
di tré maniere fe ne trudvano, aven- 
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great Earneftnefs and in a 
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‘: She neither Cave nim any 





his “te ora tunities and leave her, but ap- 
pear’d as if fomething elfe had wholly ta- 
ken up her Bhmiskés See there, faid 
then her Lover to his Companions, what 






I mot expect from 
not only not to 

: ked, half famith’d Wretch, whe 
poor, naKkec Nall Tamun ad VV retch, W iLO 





] a E 1 Pears 
eitouw 4 Lane eave) ira 
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fo paffionately and {fo importunately | 
one, but even as not to grant him « 
miffion ; fo pleas’d ts fhe to fee before 
her one opprefs’d with Mifery, and, in 


vain, fupplicating her Rel 
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°Tis not Cruelty in her, anfwer’d one of 
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he two, buta filent A pi ae to you, 
that fhe is never pleafed with too great 
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imporcunity. 
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fpeéts, though Fi ‘ederick takes Notice 
it of two, namely, of a contin ied Nar- 
ration, where the Effect of a Thing is re- 
garded; and of a fharp it ready Obfer- 
vation, the whole of which turns on a 
fingle Word. But to thefe I muft take the 
Liberty to addathird; a certain jefting 
manner which includes a continued Nar- 
ration, fhort and piquant Remarks, a and 
fomething of Action too. For the firft of 
thefe, a continued diverting Narration, 
it is a fort of telling a Story: For In- 
ftance ; when Pope Alexander the Sixth 
died, and Pius the Third was elected, 
your Antony Agnello of Mantua, Ma- 
dam, being then in the Palace at Rome, 
and difcourfing of the Deceafe of one, and 
Eleétion of the other, making feveral 
Reflections on that Occafion among fome 
Intimates; The Gates, Gentlemen, faid 
he, inthe Time of Catullus, could talk 
without Tongues, and hear without Ears, 
and by that means difcover’d all lewd 
Practices: Men may now be lefs worthy 
than in thofe Times, yet perhaps. the 
Gates, many of which here inRome are 
of antique Marble, have the fame Virtues 
they formerly poffefs’d: And I think 
thefe very two, if we examine them a lit- 
tle, will refolve all our Doubts. 


I 
Ref 
bu 


The Company ftood'fome time in Suf- 
pence where this would end; when Anto- 
ny walking backwards and forwards, 
turn’d his Eyes on a fudden as it were on 
one of the two Gates of the Hall in 
which they walked; and fixing. there a 
{hort Space, pointed to an Infcription 
over it, which was Pope Alexander’s . 

Name, _ 


The-COURT@ER. 


ga che Meffer Federico folamente dz 
due habbia fatto mentione, ct0 e@, dt 
guella urbana, & piacévole narratio- 
ne continuata, che confifte nell’ ‘effet- 
to d’una cofa; della fibita, © ar- 
ey pronteZZa, che confifte in un 
etto folo. Pero noi ve ne giungere- 
mo la terZa for te, che chiamamo bur- 
le; nelle quals entervengon le narra- 
tzont lunghe, et detts brevi, & an- 
cor gualebe operatione. Quelle pri- 
me adungue, che con siftono nel par- 
lar continuato, fon dt manera tale, 
quaft che Phuomo raccontt una nov el. 
la: Et per darvi uno elf erapio ; Lu 
gue ; propi £10 Ney che mori Papa A- 
leffa ndro Sea, & ) fa creato Pio ter- 
20; effendo in Roma, © uel palazza 
Meffer Antonio Aguello voftro Man: 
Luan, Signora Duceffa, ragionan- 
do a punto della morte dell’uno, 
creation dell’ altro, € dz c10 facendo 
Varit. giudicit con certt [uot amtitt, 
diffe; Signori fin al tempo di Catul. 
lo cominciarono le porte a parlare 
senza lingua, 6. udir fenza orecchie, 
© in tal modo fcoprir gli adultériz: 
Fora fe ben gli huémini non Sono dz 
tanto we com érano in que’ tem- 
pis forfe che le porte, delle quali 
molte, almen qui in Roma, fi fanno 
de marmti anticht, hanno la medéfima 
virth, che havéano allhora: © io 
per mé credo, che quefte due ci fa- 
prian chiarir tutti 2 nofiri dibbiz, fe 
not da loro li voléffimo fapére. 
Allbora quet gentil hudmini flétte- 
v0 cps Sifpef, © afpettavano dove 
la cofa haveffe a riufcire, quando 
Meffer Anténio feguitando pur LD an- 
dar innanzt endtetro, alzo gli oc- 
chi, come all improvifo, ad una delle 
A porte della fala, nella quale paf- 
ggiavano;  fermatofi un poco, 
moftr o 








mofird col dito acompaznt la inferit- 
tion di quella, chera il nome di ‘Pa- 
pa Alejandro, nel fin del quale era 
anV, 6 unl, perche fignificaffe (c0- 
me fapete) Sefio: & diffe, Eccovi, 
che quefta porta dice Alejandro Pa- 
paV, che vuol fignipicare che ¢ fia- 
to Papa per la forza, chegt: ha ufa- 
ta; © pin di quella fi é valuto, che 
della ragione. 

Hor veggiamo fe da queft altra po- 
temo intender qualche cofa del nuovo 
Pontéfice ; °5 wvoltatofi, come per 
ventura a guellaltra porta, moftra 
Linferittione d’un N, dui P P, > un 
V, che fignificava Nicolaus Papa 
Quintus, § fitbito diffe; Ozme ma- 
le nuove! Eccovi, che quefta dice, 
Nihil Papa. valet. 

Hor vedete, come quefla forte dz 
facétie ba. dell’elegante, €&> del buo- 
n0,.come fi conviene a buomo dt cor- 
tes d.véro, 0 finto che fia quello, che 
fi narra: perchée in tal cafo é lécito 
fingere quanto allhuom piace fenZza 
colpa; © dicendo la verita, ador- 
narla con qualche bugietta, crefcen- 
do; 0 diminuendo fecondo’l bifogno. 

Ma la gratia perfetta, 9 vera 
virth di quefto, é il dimoftrar tanto 
bene,  fenza fatica cosi con z geftr, 
come con le parole quello, che Vhuo- 
mo vuol efprimere, cha quelli, che 
ddono, pata vederft innanzt a gli oc- 
chi far le cofe, che finarrano. Et 
tanta forza ba quefto modo cosi ef- 
preffo, che taV hor adorna, fa pia- 
cér. fommamente una cofa, che im se 
flefja-non fara molto faceta, né inge- 
niofa. Et benche a quefte narratzo- 
ni fi ricérchino i gefit, 5 quella effi- 
cacia, che hala voce viva; pir ancor 
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* The Pope is good for nothing, 
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Name, having at the End a V and TJ, 
which ftands, as you know, for Six. ee 


here, cry’d he, what this Gate fays, A- 
lexander Papa VJ,..1, & Alexander was 
Pope by Force, prevailing more by it 
than Right, 


And now let us enquire what the other 
Gate has to tell us about the prefent Pope; 
and turning initantly towards it, he fhew- 
ed them infcrib’d N. PP and V, fignify- 
ing Pope Nicholas the Fifth; and imme- 
diately exclaim’d, Sad News ! fee what 
this Gate fays, * Nihil’ Papa Vales. 


You fee what Elegance and Beauty 
there is-in this fort of Wit, how well it 
becomes a Courtier, whether what he 
fays be true or falfe: For here it-is al- 
lowable to ufe any Fiction we pleafe, and 
to fet off the Truth we fpeak with what+ 


ever our Invention fuggetts. 


° 


But the great Nicety in this Cafe, 1s 
fo well to adapt our Geftures to our 
Words, and to ufe fuch a Propriety in 
both, that what we are willing to infornt 
our Auditors of, they may think they fee 
acted before them. And this Way has 
fo great Force, that it often renders what 
has very little in itfelf, extremely agree- 
able and entertaining. But though thefé 
Narrations generally require Speech and 
Aétion to give them Life, yet they fome- 
times keep their Beauty when written. 


Who 
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get; 
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Boccace’s Delfcription of the Prieft of 


oer ‘ae ie apd ee 
irlango, chanting in a moft melodious 


Strain his Kyrie and Sanétus, when he 
e{pyed Bel Colore in the Church? In 
his Tales likewife of Calendrino, and ma- 
y others, there is fomething very diver- 
ng. -Of the fame Nature alfo -is the 
uling a Laugh by Counterfeit, or Imi- 
tation; at which I never knew any more 
: 
appy than our Robert of Bat 


U7 Bea 


Were it true, faid Robert, it would 
f - Prey a BR rar 
be no {mall Commendation, for then cer- 

Hy oat eS a 
tainly I fhould imitate rather the ZOoc 


than the bad: And coul 
T RS ] | 


fome I know, I fhoulc y fell 
a happy Perfon; but I fear my Skill lies 


only in imitating what raifes Lauchter ; 
d i? o 
and that you obferved was always fome- 


thing defective. 


Defective indeed, anfwer’d Bernard, 
but not evil. And that the Imitation 


we fpeak of, muft be conducted by a 


good Share of Wit; for befides fuitine 
the Gefture to the Expreffion, and pla- 


i 
cing before the Eyes, as it were, of the 


Audience, his very Look and Manner 
of whom : ou fpeak ; there isa Prudence 
wanted to judge ae ly of Time, Place, 
and the Perfons to whom you Saal els: 
to prevent falling into Buffoonry, anc 
overacting one’s Part; in which Things 
you are. admirably fkill’d: And therefore 
I conclude you are fo in other Things 


too. For it is not a Gentleman’s Part 
to throw himfelf now into Tears, then 


ir Lauchtet to fet IT knoe as 
into Laughter, tO let up KNOW not 





zn firitto qualche volta fi conofce la 
lor virtn. 

Chi non ride, quando nell’:ttava 
giornata delle fio Cento novelle nar- 
va Guiovan Boccaccio, come ben fr 
sforzava di cantare un Chivie, un 
Sa ncius tl ‘Prete di Varlonzo, quando 
fe ti ala Bele oly ive > itt Chiefa ¢ PP iid: 
cévols narration: (620 ancéra in guet 
le di Gaede ( 72 molte altre. 
‘Della medéfima for te par che fia il 





far ridere, co ntrafacendo, o tmttan- 
do, come noi vog liam dire; nella 
qual cofa fin qui non bo veduto alcun 
pin eccellente di Meffer Roberto no- 
fire da Barz. 

Quefta non fara poca laude, diffe 
bes ‘fer Robe ert, fe foffe UCT a, per- 
ch’i0 certo m2 ngegnerei a emitar pit 
prefio tL ben ch bel male: && sto po- 
telfi affimicliarmi ad alcuni, ch io 
conofco, ms terres per molto felices 
mia dibito non faper tmitare altro, 

che le cofé che fanno rtderes te Gua- 
li voi dianzi havete detto, che const. 
ftono in vttio. 

Rifpofe Me ffer Bernardo, In vttio 
si, ma che non fia male. Et faper 

dovete, che yucfta tmitatione, di che 
not parliamo, non pud effer Sena in 
gegno; percheé oltre alla maniera a’- 
accommodar te pe vole, et gef, «> 
méttere innanzt a gli occhi de oli 
auditori zl volto, e1 “coflumi dt colui, 
Gi cut fr parla; bifogs na effer pruden- 
te, & haver molto rifpetto al loco, 
al tempo, © alle persone, con Le gua- 

li fe parla; ed non defcéndere alla 
buffoneria, & ufcire de términis Le 
Gi wat cofe vor mirabilmente offervate : 

pero eftimo, che tutte Le conofeta- 
te. Che in in 0 ad un gentil’ huome 

n ft converria a fare t Volti piange- 
ty:  ridere, “Cap le voct; lottare da 
sé 










































sé a sé, come fa Berto, veftirfi da 
Contadine tm- preféntia d’ogn’uno , 


come Strafeind, e tat cofe, che in S. 
Si fon con vententtffime, per effer quel 
la la lor profelf sone. Ma a not, b2- 


fogna per tranfito, © nafcofa zment e 
rubar quefia imitatione , fervando 


Sempre la diguita del gentil’ huomo, 
enza dir parole fporche, of far attt 


men che 6s ag senza dif ds cer fi ib 
Vifo, 0 la perfona, Cosi Senza rite- 
£20; ma far 2 movimenti d'un certo 
modo, che chi ode, Bats per le 

/ 6 ¢ f? vz Quy a, a Ika 
oo é, © gefte nofirt, zmaginz molto 


d di que aN: che vede, © ode; & 
i cid sinduca a ridere. 


Déefi ancor fuggir in que fia imti- 
tatione d’effer troppo mora nel r1- 
préudere, ma Vivi mente is “dof rimit a 
del volto, 0 della erfona; che ft co- 
me 2 vitit del inde danno fpeffo bel- 
la matérvia dt rtdere a chi difcreta- 
mente fe ne vale; cost Lufar gue fio 
modo troppo acerbamente, é cofa non 
fol da buffone, ma ancor da inimico. 
Pero b 41/08 na (benche difficel fia) cir- 
ca guefto tener (come ho detto) la 
maiera del nofiro Meffer Roberto, 
che ogwun contrafa, © non fenza 
punger Lin guelle cofe, dove hanno 
difettz, &S iced ntia d’effi medéfr- 


mi; 6 oo n1UN0 fe ne turba, ne 
par che poff ie orlo per male: 


di guefte non ne daro efempr aleu- 
ae perchée ogni di in effo tutti ne 
vedenmo infiniti. 

Induce ancor molto a ridere (che 
pur ft contiene fotto la uarratione) 
il recitar con — gratia alcunt di- 
fetti @altri, z perd, non 
degut dt maggior Tis pplicio; come le 
fet soechezsxe tal’hor stmplici, tal’hor 

compagnate da un poco dt pazzte 
prouta, 
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what Cry; like Bertus, to wrettl 
himfelf,-to drefs himfelf with 





} ¥ a L ane 1 ily IN 
berore ne cares not whom 


as a Clown, 
not to mention other Parti 
is well enough indeed it 
their 
whenever we act the Mimick, 


becaufe in theway of 
t muft be 
by Stealth, and en paffant, ftill r 
the Dignity of our Rank, g 

all indecent W Actions; never 
violently diftorting our Face or Body ; 
but fo comporting our felves, that who- Hh 
ever 


preierving 


‘ - 
ab{taininge from 


ords and 


he “a ] % pa M4 =o 29 4 a 
dei and fees us, ee imagine 


more than what h 
anid thereby be Wich ed to 


XAT Se AD alacant, wa eee A 4 farvere 
We fhould likewitfe avoid too fevere Ha 


Reflections on the Deformity of a Man’s Hf 
Py lind P Wt 
Face or Spapes which, asa Defect, will, al 


pT 


if properly expos’d, raife Mirth enough 
but if treated too fharply, the Mimick 
will feem loftin the Enemy. We ought 
therefore, difficult as it 1s, to copy our : 
Friend Robert, who perfonates all, and il 
} even before | 





fhews their ridiculous Side 
themfelves; yet never contracts the Dif- 
il] Will of any for ic: It 
lefs to give a fingle In- | 


ftance, when ie dale affords us fo many. 


pieaiure or 
= TN (De 
vould be 


We may likewife give no {mall Diver- 
fion, by a hand iosine R ecital. (for this | 
falls under the Head of Narration) of | 
the Failings of others, which are not , 
confiderable, and therefore merit no | 


Punifhment than this; as their 
times only occ: afion 
Tr : th, 
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Mirth, by their being fuch, fometimes 
are recommended by their Livelynefs, 
Poignancy, Affectation; ora very extra- 


vagant, but well invented Falfity: Of 


rejated the other Day, how, being with 
the Podefta of this City, therecame in a 
Countreyman, who, after much fighing, 
eal that his Afs was ftolen; and 
having long dwelt upon his-Poverty, and 
the Trick put upon him;. to make his 
Lofs yet the heavier: Sir, faid he, had 
you but feen my Afs, you would have 
known what Reafon I have to be trou- 
bled; for intruth, when his Pack-faddle 
was on him, not Tully himfelf could ap- 
pear better. 

One of our People meeting a Herd of 
Goats, with a large He-Goat in their 
Front, ftepp’d fuddenly, and quite afto- 
nifh’d; See, faid he, the fine He-Goat 


there, it feems another St. Paul. 


which kind, was the Story that-Ceefar 


Gafpar fays he knew a Man, who 
having been an old Servant to Hercules, 
Duke of Ferrara, prefented to the Duke 
two little Boys of his for Pages; but be- 
fore they came of Age to be receiv’d as 
fuch, both died: The Duke hearing of 
it, condol’d with the Father on his Lat 
expreffing himfelf great Concern for it, 
becaufe the Lads feem’d, the firft and 
only time he faw them, very pretty and 
hopeful. Ah! My Lord, anfwer’d the 
Father, you faw but little of them; for 
within thefe few Days, their Perfons and 
Minds were fo improv’d, that one would 
{carce have thought it poMfible; and then 
they fung together, oh Sir! like a couple 
of Sparrowhawks. 


And here, but lately, a Doctor of 


cours, feeing an unfortunate Wretch whip- 
yped through the Streets, and heartily 
‘troubled 
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prouta, 5 mor dace ; medefimaménte 
certe affettationt eftreme ; taVhor u- 
na grande ben compofta bugia: ¢0- 
me narro pochi.di fono Meffer Cefare 
nofiro una bella fc1cchezza, Che fits 
che ritrovandoft alla preféntia del 
Podefia di quefia Terra, vide venire 
un Contadino a dolér “fi che gli era 
flato rubato un Afino; il quale, pot 
che hebbe detto della poverta fua, § 
delt’imganno fattogl: da quel ladro; 
per far pit grave la pérdita fua dif- 
fe: Meffere, fet voz havefie veduto 2b 
mio Afino, ancor pin conofcerefie quan- 
to 10 bo ragibn di dolermi; che quan- 
do haveva il {uo bafio adoffo, parca 
propriamente un Tullio. 

Et un de nofirt incontrandofi in 
una mandra di Capre, znnanzi alle 
quali era un gran becco, fi fermo, & 
con un volto maraviglofo, diffe, 
guardate bel becco, pare un San Pa- 
ulo. 

‘Unaltro dice il Signor Gafparo 
haver conofciuto, il gual per effer 
antico fervitore del “Duca Hércole di 
Ferrara. glt havea offerto dui {uot 
prc ‘Olt figlin lt per Paggrs So) guc fis 
prima che piteffero v sineceiaie a fervi- 
re, €rano tuttt dus mortt: la gual 
cofa intendendo il Signore, amorevol- 
mente fi dolfe col padre, dicendo, che 
gli pefat va molto, perché in haver ghi 
ee una fol volta, gl &r ‘ano parfe 
molto belli, S difereti figliuoli, Tt 
padre gli rifpofe, Signor mio voi non 
havete veduto nulla; che da pochi 
giorut in hel €rano riufciti molto 
pit belli, 5 vi rihit ch’ non hares 
mat potuto crédere; gid cantava- 
10 ign heme come dot {parv 1071. 

Et flando a quefti ai un Dottor de’ 
nofirt aveder uno, che per giufittia 
era fruftato intorno alla piazza; 

havéndone 








havéndone compaffione, perche’l mef- 
chino, benche le fpalle fieramente gh 
fanguinaffero, andava cosi lentamen- 
te, come fe haveffe paffeggiato a pta- 
cére per paffar tempo: gli diffe, ca- 
mina poveretto, © efcs prefio dt que- 
fro affanno. Allhor i buon buomo 
vivolto, guardandolo quafi con mara- 
viglia, fiette un poco fenza parlare; 
por diffe, Quando farai fruftato tn, 
anderai a mod) tuo, ch’io adeffo vo- 
glio andar al mio. 

Dovete ancor ricordarvi quella 
feiocchezza, che poco fa racconto it 
Szgnor Duca di quell’ Abbate, il qua- 
le effendo prefente, un-ai chel Duca 
Federico ragionava di cid, che fi do- 
veffe far di cosi gran quantita di 
terreno, come seracavata, per far t 
fondamenti di quefto ‘Palazzo, che 
tutta via fi lavorava: aiffe, Signor 
mio io ho penfato beniffimo dove eé 
shabbia a méttere; ordinate che ft 
faccia una grandifima f-ff1, © qut- 
vi ripnere fi potra fenza altro im- 
pedimento. Rifpofe 11 Duca Feders- 
co non fenzarifa, Et dove mettere- 
mo not guel terreno, che fi cavera di 
guefta foffa? Soggiunfe L Abbate, Fa- 
tela far tanto g ande, che Luno e 
Lealtro vi ftia. Cosi benche it ‘Du- 
ca pin volte replicaffe, che quanto la 
folfa fi facea maggiore, tanto piu ter- 
ren fi cavana, mai gli pote capir nel 
cervello chrella non fi poteffe far tan- 
to grande, che uno, & Laltro met- 
tér non vi fi potefe ; née mai rifpofe 
altro, fe non fatela tanto maggiore. 
Flor vedete, che buona eftimativa ha- 
wea guefio Abbate. 

_ Dife allbor Meffer Pietro Bewm- 

bo; © perché non dite voi guella 

del voftro Commiffario Fiorentino 2 
if quale era affediato nella Caftellina 
: das 
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5 
troubled that the Fellow, while the 
Blood ftream’d down his Shoulders, went 
as flowly as if he had been walking for 
his Diverfion: Stép on fafter, fays he, 
poor Fellow, and get out of your Mifery 
as foon as poffible. The Man ftopp’d at 
this, and looking upon him for fome little 
Time, without faying aWord ; at laft, Sir, 
reply’d he, when you are whipp’d, you 
may walk according to your own Fancy, 
and pray then let me walk after mine. 


You likewife may remember the Story 
told by the Duke of a certain Abbot, 
who ftanding by, when Duke Frederick 
was deliberating where he fhould beftow 
all the Earth which was dug up in order 
to lay the Foundation of this Palace he 
was then building: My Lord, faid he, 
I'll inform you how to difpofe of it; dig 
a great Pit, and you may putit in there 
without further Trouble. But what fhalli 
we do, anfwer’d the Duke fmiling, with 
the Earth dug out of the Pit? Why, ad- 
ded the Abbot, make the Pit fo great, 
as to contain both that and the other, 
Afterwards, though the Duke endea- 
vour’d to beat it inte him, that the larger 
the Pit was, the larger Quantity of Earth 
would come out of it; yet could he not 
perfuade him but that it might be fo 
large, as to contain all the Earth dug from 
both Places; nor could he get any thing 
out of him, but make it ftill greater. 
You fee then how great was the Reach of 
this Abbot. 


And why, faid Peter Bembo, not a 
Word of the Wifdem of your Florentine 
General? who, when befieged in Caftel- 
lina by the Duke of Calabria, finding 
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? 
fome poifon’d Mufquet Balls fhot from 
the Duke’s Camp, wrote to him, that if 
he was refolved the War fhould proceed 
in fo cruel Manner, he would poifon his 
Cannon Balls, and then he would fee who 


LJ 2 1 = ie 
would come by. the wortt, 
; 


Bernard fmil’d, and faid, Peter, if you 
know not how to be filent, I fhall tell 
the Blunders of your Venetians, who in- 
deed make no fmall ones, and particu- 
larly when they muft be on their Caval- 
cades. 

Silence, faid Peter, and I’ll defitt 
from two very merry Tales I could give 
you of the Florentines. 

Of the Senefe rather, faid Bernard, for 
they furnifh Matter for many. As no 
long Time fince, one of them hearing 
eertain Letters. read’ in Council, in which, 
to avoid the too frequent, Mention of the 
Name of. a particular Perfon, the Term 
Prelibato (aforefaid) was ufed; faid to 
him: that read, ftop.a little here and tell 
me, 1s that Prelibato. in: the Intereft. of 
the Commonwealth? 


Peter laugh’d, and faid, but I fpeak 
of the Florentines, and not the Senefe. 
Let us have their Tales, faid’ Emilia, 
and never be daunted. Bembo then went 
on: When the Florentines made War on 
the Pifans, they often were prefs’d hard 
for Money to carry it on: And one Day 
being met in Council, to. confider how 
they might raife a Supply, after many 
Methods propofed, an. ancient Citizen 
deliver’d himfelf thus: Ihave thought of. 
two Ways whereby, without any great 
Trouble, we may furnith our felves. with 
a confiderable Sum: The one is, that 
(fince we have no. Fund: which: brings 

Money 
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dal Duca di Calauria; © dentro ef- 
fendofi trovato un giorno. certi paffa- 
tort. avelenati, ch’ érano flati tiraté 
Gal campo, firife al Duca, che fe la 
guerra Shavea da far cosi crudele, 
effo ancor farebbe por il Medicame in 
ft: le pallotte dell’artigharta, S poz 
chiwhaveffe il peggir, fio danno. 

Rife Meffer Bernardo, & diffe, 
Meffer Pietro fe voinon ftate cheto, 
20. dirod tutte quelle, che iofteffo ho 
vedute,  udite de voftri Venetian, 
che non fon poche, 5 maffimamente, 
guando voglion fare il cavalcatore. 

Non. dite di gratia, rifpofe Mef- 
Ser Pietro, cha.io ne tacerd due altre 
bellifiime, che. sd de Fiorentini. 

Difle Mefer Bernardo, déono. ef 
fer pid prejto Sanefi, che fpeffo, vi 
cadeno. Come a guefti di uno, fen- 
tendo léggere in configlio certe létte- 
ve, nelle quali, per non dir tante 
volte 21 nome di coltit, dichi fi par- 
lava, era replicato quefto términe, 
th Prelibato, diffe a colii, che legge 
va, Fermatevi un poco quivi, & dt 
temt, Cotefto Prelibato é egli amico 
del nofiro Commune ? 

Rife Meffer Pietro, poi diffe, To 
parlo de Fiorentini, © non de’ Sa- 
nef. Dite adungue liberamente, fog- 
giunfe la Signora Emilia, 5 non hab- 
biate tanti rifpetti. Seguitd. Meffer 
Pietro: Quando 2 Signuort Fiorentz: 
nt facéano la guerra contra Pifani, 
trovaronfi, tal’ hor per le molte fpefe, 
efaufiz di denari: © parldudofe un 
giorno in Configlio del modo di tro- 
varne pert bifognt, che occorréanos 
dopo léfferfi propofio molti parttti, 
diffe un Cittadino de pin antichi: Io 
ho penfato dui modi, per li quali 
Senza molto impaccio, prefio potréem 
trovar buona fimma di denari: § di 
quests 









































guefit Lund é, Che noz | (perche non 
havémo le piu vive entrate, che la 
gabella delle porte di Firenze) fe- 
‘condo, che vhabbiam utndici Porte, 
fibito ve ne factam fare dudice altres 
& cosi vaddoppiarémo quella entra- 
ta. Laltro modo é, che fi dia brdi- 

ne che fubito im Priftora, 5 Prato, 
s 8 aprino le zecche, ué pit, née meno, 
come in Firenze, & quivi non fi fac- 
cia altro giorno, notte, che batter 
denart, € tutti stano ducati d oro: 
© questo parttto (fecondo me) é pin 
breve, & ancor di minor fpefa. 

Rifefi molto del fottil avedimento 

di quefio Cittadino; © racchetato il 
vifo, diffe la Signora Emilia: Com- 
portarete vor Meffer Bernardo, che 
Meffer Pietro burl: cost 2 Fioreutini 
fenza farne vendetta ? 

Kifpofe par ridendo Meffer Ber- 
nardo, Io gli perdono quefia ingiu- 
ria, perche Seglt mha fatto difpia- 
cére in burlar i Frorentinz, hammi 
compiaciuto in obedir voi; il che io 
ancor faret fempre. 

Diffe althor Meffer Céfare, Bella 
grofferta udi dir io da un Brefciano, 
il qual effendo flato gues anno a Ve- 
netia alla fefla dell’ Afcenfione, in 
preféntia mia narrava a certi fiot 
compagni le belle cofe, che havea 
vedute; &5 quante mercantie, 9 quan- 
tt argentt, Speciarte, panut, e drap- 
pivérano; pot la Signorta con gran 
pompa effer uftita 3 fpofar al Mare 
zn Bucentéro, fopra it quale érano 
tanti gentil’ hudmini ben vefttti, tan- 
ti fuont, e canti, che paréa un Para- 
difo. Et dimandandogli un di gue’ 
Suivi compagnt, che forte di Mifica 
pin gli era piaciuta di quelle, che 
havea udite ? Diffe, tutte eran buone, 
pur tra Valtre, 10 vidi un fonar con 
certa 
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Money fo expeditioufly into our Treafu- 
ry, as the Duty paid at the Gates of Flo- 
rence) tothe eleven Gates we now have, we 
fhould add eleven more; whereby our Re- 
venue muft of courfe be doubled. The o- 
ther is, that we immediately fe et up Mints 
in Piftoia and Prato, as we have in Flc~ 
rence, and there coin Night and Day: no- 
thing elfe but Ducats of Gold: this laft 
Way I am beft pleafed with, as he moft 
expeditious and leaft expenfive. 


The wonderful Sagacity of the good 
Citizen was heartily laugh’d at; and all 
again compofed: Can you, faid Emilia 
to Bernard, let thefe Jefts pafs on your 
Florentines unrevenged? 


I pardon him, —anfwer’d Bernard fmi- 
ling, becaufe if he has affronted me by his 
Reflections on the Florentines, he has 
pleafed me by his Obedience to your Or- 
ders; which I my felf fhall always readi- 
ly pay. 

I heard, faid Czefar, a notable Piece of 
Simplicity from a certain Brefcian, who 
having been at Venice on Afcenfion-day, 
entertain’d fome Companions of his in 
my Prefence with an Account of the fine 
Things he had feen; the great Quantity 
of Plate, Spice, Cloaths and Silk to be 
met with thére, of the Signory’s efpoufing 
the Sea with great Solemnity in the Bu- 
centore, on which Occafion there were 
affembled: fo many Gentlemen in the 
richeft Attire, and fuch delicate Mufick 
was performed, that the Place feem’d a pet- 
fect Paradife, . A Perfon in the Company 
then afking him -what Inftrument pleas’d 
him beft of thofe hé heard? They were 

all excellent, faid he, but I took particu- 
Bb 2 ral 
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Jar Notice ofa Man that founded a Kind 
of Trumpet, which at every Turn he 
thruft two Hands breadth down. his 
Throat, then drew out, and immediate- 
ly thruft back again; I never faw any 
thing more amazing. 

They all laugh’d, knowing the Folly 
of the Man in imagining that the Trum- 
peter thruft that Part of his Inftrument 
into his Throat, which only went into the 
Trumpet itfelf. 

Bernard then proceeded, Affectation 
in a {mall Degree cloys us; but tran{gref- 
fing all Bounds excites our Laughter: As 
fometimes we hear Men dwelling on the 
Antiquity of their Families, their perfo- 
nal Merit, their Nobility; and thofe of 
the other Sex infifting as much on their 
Beauty and Delicatefs. As was a Lady’s 
Cafe lately, who, at a great. Entertain- 
ment appearing much chagrin’d and pen+ 
five, was afk’d on what her Thoughts 
could be turn’d to make her fo very me- 
lancholy; her anfwer was, my Head ran 
on a Thing, which as often as I reflect 
on gives me great Uneafinefs, and which 
neverthelefs. I cannat keep out of my 
Thoughts :-Andit is, that.fince the Bo- 
dies of all muft appear naked before the 
Tribunal of Chrift at the Refurre€tion, 
I cannot bear the Grief which I am un- 
der, that mine muit appear in the fame 
Manner. An Affectation fo very extra- 
vagant as this muft provoke our Laugh- 
ter rather than our Spleen. How fuccefs- 
ful alfo a well contriv’d Falfity is in rai- 
fing our Mirth you all know well enough. 
And that Friend of mine who has always 
Store of thefe, related to me the other 
Day a very notable one. 


certa Tromba firana, che ad ogni trat- 
to fe ne ficcava in gola pit di due 
palmi, 5 poi fibito la cavava, & di 
nuovo la reficcava; che non vedefte 
mat la pi gran maraviglia. 


Rifero allhora tutti, conefcendo tt 
pazzo penfitr di colui,.che shaveva 
smaginato che quel fonatore ft ficcaf- 
fe nella gola quella parte del Trom 
bone, che rientrando fi nafconde. 


Seggiunfe allbor Mefer Bernardo, 
Le affettationi pot mediocri fanno fa- 
fitdio; ma quando fon fuor di mifi- 
ra, indiucono da rtdere affai: Come 
talhor fe ne féutono di bocca d’al- 
cunt circa la grandezZa, circa Lef- 

er valente, circa la nobilta; tal’- 
hor di donne, circa la bellezza, circa 
la delicatira, Come a quefli giorni 
fece unaGentil donna, la qual fiando 
in una gran fefia di malavogha, & 
Sopra. di.se, le fa domandato a. che 
penfava, che flar la faceffe cost mal 
contenta; © effa rifpofe, Lo penfava 
ad una cofa, che fempre che mi {i ri- 
corda, mt da grandiffima nota, née Le- 
var me la poffo del core: Et guefto 
€, che havendoil.di del gindtcio uni- 
verfale tuttt,2 corpi.a refufcitare, 
comparir ignudi innanzi al tribunal 
di Chrifto, i0 non poffo tollerar Laf- 
fanno, che fento, penfando che il.mio 
ancor habbia ad effer veduto ignudo. 
Quefte tali affettationi, perché paf- 
fano il grad, inducono pit rifo, che 
fafitdio. Quelle belle bugte mo, cosi 
ben affettate, come mudévano a ride- 
re, tutti lo fapéte. Et quell’ amico 
nofiro, che non ce ne lafcia mancare, 
ad quefii di mene raccontd una molto 
eccellente. 


Diffe 
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Die allhora zl Magnifico Gink- 
ano, Sia come fi vuole, né pit eccel- 
lente, né pit fottile, non pwd ella ef- 
fer di quella, che laltro giorno per 
cofa certifima affermava un noftro 
Tofcano Mercatante Luchefe. “Dite- 
la, foggiunfe la Szgnora Ducheffa. 
Rifpofe it Magnifico Giuliano riden- 
do, Qiuefto Mercatante ( fe comegh 
dice) ritrovandofi una volta in‘Polo- 
nia, deliberd di comperare una quan- 
tita di Zibellini con opinion di por- 
targli in Italia, “5 farne un gran 
guadagno. Et dopd molte pratiches 
non potendo egli fieffo in perfona an- 
dare in Mofeévia, per la guerra tral 
Re di Polénia el ‘Duca di Mofcdvia, 
per mezzo d’alcuni del paéfe, ordi- 
nd, che un giorno determinato certi 
Mercatanti Mofcovitico 2 ler zibel- 
lini veniffero, a i confini di ‘Polonia; 
& promife effo ancor di trovarvt/; 
per praticar la cof@:. Andando adun- 
gue il Luchefe co i fuer compagni 
werfo Mofedvia, giunfe al Lorifibene, 
il qual trove tutto duro di ghizccio 


come un marmo; ©S-vide che z Mof- 


covtti, li quali per to fofpetto della 
guerra dubitavano effi ancor de’ Po- 
loni, érano gid fa Vaitra riva, ma 
non saccoftavano, fe non quanto era 
largo il fiume. Cosi conofciitifi Pun 
Lialtro, dopo alcuni cennt, la Mofco- 
viti comincidrono a parlar alto, & 
domandare il prezzo, che volévano 
de i loro zibellini: ma tanto era e- 
firemo il freddo, che non érano inte- 
js perché le parole prima che giun- 
géfero all’altra riva, dove era que- 
flo. Luchefe, ei fuori imtérpretr, fe 
gelavano in aria, © vi reflavano 
ghiacciate, 6 prefe. Di modo, che quet 
‘Polont, che fapéano il coftume, pré- 
fero per partito di far un gran fuoco 
proprio 


How extraordinary foever it may be, 
faid Julian, I’m fure it cannot exceed 
what a Tufcan of ours, a Trader at Luc- 
ca, told me very lately as a certain Truth. 
Let’s hear it, faid the Duchefs. Julian 
fmiling, thus related it. This Trader, if 
you will take his Word, béing once in 
Poland, determin’d to buy a confidera- 


ble Quantity of Sables, hoping to make : 


Advantage of them in Italy. But not be- 


ing able to go in Perfon to Mufcovy, - 


becaufe of the War between the King of 
Poland and the Czar, he: engag’d by 
means-of certain Peafants; fome of the 
Mufcovite Dealers in that Commodity, 
to bring their Skins to the Confines of 
Poland, and promis’d to meet them there 
and ftrike a Bargain with them... The 
Luccefe going thereupon with fome of-his 
Companions towards Mufcovy, came to 
the Borifthenes, which he found frozen 
hard as the very Marble, and on the o- 
ther Side efpied the Mufcovites; who 
through Fear of the Pole durft not vens 


ture further. After fome few Signs, each « 


being known to the other, the Mufco- 
vites {peaking as.loud as-they were able, 
told what they expected for their Sables: 
but fo exceffive was the Cold, that the 
Words freezing e’er they reach’d the op- 
pofite Side of the River, could not be 
heard. there.. The Poles, fenfible how 
the Cafe ftood, kindled inftantly a great 
Fire in the midf of the River, for thi- 
ther they fuppofed the Words to reach 
e’er the Cold ftopp’d them: and the 
Fire was what the Ice, being fo very 
thick, could eafily bear. Upon this the 
Words, that had remain’d frozen for the 
Space of an Hour, began to thaw; com- 
ing towards them with that fort of Mur- 


mur, which the Snow makes in its Falt 
from 
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from the Mountains in the Month of préprio al mezo dél fiume ; perche 


May; and were perfectly well under- 
ftood, though by that time the Men on 
the other Side were departed. But be- 
caufe they feemed to fet the Sables at 
too high a Rate, he refufed coming to a 
Bargain, and returned home without 
t 


them 


weilo 


Here they all laugh’d; when Ber- 
nard took up the Difcourfe, I may not 
entertain you with a Story fo finely 
work’d. up as this, but perhaps equally 
diverting. The Gentleman I mention- 
ed, giving us lately an Account of a 
Countrey difcover’d by the Portuguefe, 
and of the various Animals and other Cu- 
riofities brought thence into Portugal , 
afirm’d, that he had feen an Ape, quite 
different from what we ever beheld , 
which play’d moft fkilfully at Chefs: and 
the Perfon that brought her over, play- 
ing one time among many at that Game 
with her, in the Prefence of the King of 
Portugal, the Ape made fome very cun- 
ning Movements that greatly ftraitned 
him, and at laft gave him Checkmate : at 
which the Gentlemen much vexed, as all 
are who have the fame Fortune at that 
Game, took the King in his Hand, which 
was very large, according to the Portu- 
guefe Cuftom, and ftruck the poor Crea- 
Cure with it pretty fmartly on the Head; 
at which. fhe leap’d afide, making a hea- 


Vv Vy 


al lor parére quellecra il termine, 
dove giungeva la voce ancor calda, 
prima che ella foffe dal Zbhiaccio in- 
lercetta:  aucéra il fiume era tan- 
to fodo che ben poteva Sofienére il 
u0co. Onde fatto guefto, Le parole, 
che per {patio a’un hora érano tate 
Khiacciate, cominciarono a liguefar fr, 
& difceuder gin mormorandd, come 
La neve dat monti il Maggio; © co- 
si fiébito furono intefe bent fimo , 
benche gid glVhudmini di la Soffer 
partitr, Ma perché a lui parve che 
quelle parole dimandafero troppo 
&14U prezzo per 2 zibelléui, non vol- 
le accettar il mercato; €& cos) fe ne 

ritornd fenza. 
kiero allhora tutti >; & Meffer 
Bernards, In véro , diffe, guella 
ch’10 vogtio vracoutarvi, non € tanto 
Sottile, pir é bella, & é quefia. Par- 
landofi pochi di fouo del paéfe, emon- 
do novamente trovato da i marinart 
Portogheft, 6 dei varit animali, § 
aaltre cofe, che eff. di cola in Por- 
Logallo ripértano, quello amico, del 
quat Uho detto, affermd, haver ve- 
duto una Simia di forma diverst{fi- 
ma da guelle, che noi frame ufati di 
vedere, la qual giocava & Scacchi ec. 
cellentiffimaménte : & tra Paltre vol- 
te un di effendo innanzi al Re di 
Portogallo il gentil’huomo, che por- 
tata L havea, & gioccando con lei a 
Scacchi, la Stmia fece aleyni tratt; 
fottiliffimi, di forte che Lo Krinfe 
molto: in iltimo gli diede [tacco- 
Matto, perche il gentil huomo turba- 
t0, come foglion effer tutti uellt, 
che pérdono a quel giuoco, prefe in 
mano.tl Re, che era ajaz grande, 
come ufano 2 P: rtoghe ff, e dtede in 
Si ta tefta alla Stinia une LV ath ftac- 
Cala ; 








cata; la gual fibito faltod da banda, 
lamentandofi forte, © paréa che do- 
mandate ragione al Re del torto, che 
le era fatto. Il gentiPhuomo pot la 
veimvitd a giocare; effa havendo at 
guanto vicufato con cenni, pir ft pofe 


£ 


a gtcar di nuovo; © come laltra 
volta havea fatto, cost gueflaancd- 
raloridufie a mal términe; in uttt- 
mo.vedendr la Stmia potter dar fcac- 
comatto al gentil huomo, con una nuo- 
va. malitia. volfe afficurarft di non 
effer pid battuta; S chetamente fen- 
2a moftrar che foffe fuo fatto, pose 
la. man. defira: fottel cubito finiftro 
del gentiV huomo, il.qual effo per de- 
Licatura.ripofava fopra un: guancia- 
letto di taffeta,  prefiamente leva- 
toglielo, imum medéfimo tempo cou la 
man finifira gliel diede matto di pes 


dina, 5 con la-defira fi pofe il guan=- 


cialetto in. capo, per farft feudo alle 
percoffe: porfece un falto inant at 
Re atllegramente, guaft per teftimd- 
uto.della vitt6ria:fua: Hor vedete, 
Se quefla Simia era faviay aveduta, 
S prudente: 

Allhora. Meffer Céfare Gonzaga 
Quefla.é forza, diffe, che tra: LPal- 
tre Simie foffe dottore, di molta 
autorita: © penfo che la-Republico 
delle. Simie Indiane la mandaffe in 
Portogallo per acquiftar riputatione 
su padfe incdgnito. 

Althora ogn'un-rife, della bu- 
gia,  dell’aggiunta fattagli per 
Meffer Céfare. Cosi feguitando il 
vagionamento, diffe Meffer Bernardo, 
Havete adungue intefo delle facétie, 
che fono nell’effetto, G parlar con- 
rinuato, cid che wmoccorre: perciod 
hora é ben dire di quelle, che const- 
fiona in un detto folo, &S hanno quel: 
la prouta acutezza pofta brevemente 
nella 


era ode teint.) eretale 
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vy Moan; afd feeming to demandJuftice 
of the King for the Injury fauftained. The 
Gentleman’ ai little after call’d- her to a 
fecond Game, fhe fignified a Refufal for 
fome’ Time’, but at length: comply’d; 
and’reducing him to the fame Straits as 
before; when fhe perceived the’ Victory 
clearly’on her Side, her Care was to ward 
againft another Blow; and while’ with 
one Paw fhe gave him a Mate with a 
Pawn, with the other fhe flipp’d_ a little 
Silk Cufhion from under his Arm, and 
clapp’d it on her Head. as a Defence 
againit his Stroke: leaping about after- 
wards before the King, as triumphing for 
her Conqueft. I leave you to judge whe- 
ther this Ape was not a wife, provident 
and difcerning Creature, 


She certainly, faid Czfar Gonzaga.;-~ 


was fome Doctor,.or one of very. great 
Authority among. thofe of her Species: 
Nor can*I think but that the Common- 
wealth of Apes in India fent her into Por 
tugal,. to raife their Reputation in a fo- 
reign Countrey. 

The Lye, and the Improvement upon it 
by Ceefar, made them all very merry. Ber- 
nardo went on, and you have now, faid he, 
heard all that occurs to me on Humour in 
a continued Narration: I fhall therefore 
proceed to that which fhews -itfelf only in 
the Turn of a Sentence, and in playing 
on a particular Word: and as in the for- 
mer Way we fhould avoid the Air of a 
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puloons 
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592 The COURTIER. 


Buffoon, a Parafite, and’one that ftrives 
to provoke Mirth only by his Abfurditiess 
fo in the latter, the Courtier fhould en- 
deavour not to appéar ill-natur’d and 
malicious, and refrain from what might 
feem fpoken purely to vex and affront. 


For the Fault of the Tongue is oftentimes 


the juft Caufe of the rough Treatment of, 
the whole Body. 


The beft of that fort of Wit, which 
turns on a fhort Expreffion, is what 1s 
founded on fome Ambiguity ; tho” poffi- 
bly it may not always raife our Laughter, 
as having fomething more ingenious than 
comical. Such was that of our Hannibal 
Paleotto to one who propofed to him a 
a Matter to teach his Children Grammar ; 
and, after great Commendation of his 
Abilities, told him, that, befides a pro- 
per Salary, he muft let him have a Cham- 
ber with Furniture; for as to the Man 
himfelf he had not * Lette. What, an- 
fwer’d Fiannibal, is it poflible for him to 
be’learned and not have Letto? You fee 
how advantageoufly he applies the ditfe- 
rent Significations of the Word Letto. 
But becaufe there is a Subtlety in thefe 
ambiguous Terms, which all do not rea- 
dily comprehend, and which therefore 
muft frequently occafion their raifing 
Wonder rather than Laughter; Care mutt 
be taken with what they are join’d. 


” The firft Letto fignifies a Bed, the latter Read, 


nella fententia, 0nellaparola: © ft 
come in quella prima forte di parlar 
feftive sha da fuggir narrando, 
imitando di vaffimigharft ai Buffont, 
& Parasiti, § a quelli, che indtco- 


‘go altrui a ritdere per le lor fcioc- 


chezze; cosi in quefto breve déveft 
guardare il Cortegiano di nom parer 
maligno & velenofo, © dir motti, 
& argitie, folamente per far difpet- 
to, & dar nelcore. Perché tali hud- 
mini fpeffo per difetto della lingua 
meritamente hanno caftigo in tuttol 
corpo. 

‘Delle facétie adungue pronte, che 
flanno in un breve detto, quelle fono 
acutifiime, che nafcono dalla ambt- 
guita; benche non fempre inducono a 
ridere, perché pin prefto fono lauda- 
te per ingeniofe, che per ridicule. 
Come pocht di fono, diffe tl nofiro Mef- 
fer Annibal Paleotto ad uno, che li 
proponéa un maefiro per imfegnar 
grammatica ad fii fighiuols; © pot 
che glie Lhebbe laudato per molto 
dotto, venendo al falario, diffe, che 
oltre @ i denari, volea una camera 
fornita per habitare, © dormire, 
percheé effo non havea Letto. Allbor 
Meffer Annibal fibito rifpofe, © co- 
me pub egli effer dotto, fe non ha Let- 
to? Eccovi come ben fi valfe del va- 
rio fignificato di quel non haver Let- 
to. Ma perché quefir motti ambigui 
hanno molto del? acuto, per pighar 
L’huomo le parole in fignificato di- 
wer fo da quello, che le pigliano tut- 
ti gli altri, pare (come ho detto) 
che pin prefto muévano maravigha, 

che rifo, eccetto, quando fono con- 
giunts con altra maniera di detts. 


Quella 
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Yai, f7 hei 


pe SA dye ee sh ge , Boat Task 


tt2, che 
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colui che rifpo ie . Hide un altra, 





© chia maft fuor d’opinione; © fe a 
guefio é cong zunto lo ambiguo, 2L im 
to diventa Salsiffimo. Come ue altr’- 
biert ima seas ft di fare bel 
Mattone ato nelcamerino del las S Wehr 
y; Ducheffa, 2, dopo motte parole, 4 Gio- 
Van Chriftéforo o dicefte , Se 202 pot éf- 
fimo havere il Vé S(C0V0 at Poi téuti oe) 


& farlo ben Ipianare, farta) molto a 
propofito s perché egh & it pia bel 
Matto Nato, elo vedeffi mat, 

Ogn'un rife molto, perchée dividen- 
do quella parola mattonato, facéfte 
* ambiguo: pot dicendo che fi ave. 

fe a fptanare unVéfcovo, 5 métter- 
‘lo per pavimento d'un Lye Oe fu 
fuor d’opinione di chi afcoltava: co- 
si riufed 11 motto argutifimo, © ri- 
stbile. 

Ma dei mott: ambigui fono molte 
forti, pero bif gna éffere advertito, 
© uccellar fottiliffimameér ite alle pa- 

role, © fuggir quelle, che fanno il 
motto freddo, 0 che pata che stano 
tirate per t capelli; ovéro (fecondo 
che havemo detto) Cpe Valent voppo 
dello acerbo. Come ritrovandoft al- 
Cunt CO! npagn vt tn Cafa d'un loro ami- 
£0, if guale era cieco da uw occhio ; 
invitando quel cieco la compagnia 
flar quivt a definare, tutti [e 
partivono, ecceto uno; zl qual diffe; 
S) tout reftard, perche veggo eer 
ct vuoto tb loco per und 5  cosi col 
dito mofird quellac affad ‘occ hio vuota. 


MK D di fe or- 





b Vode ote che quefio é acerbo, © 
tefe troppo, _perche morfe colur fen- 
2a caufa, Senz a effer ftato effo 
prima 


fT att Raat enigan ° na Usar Gaonih 
attOnato taken as one Word fignifie 
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I mutt Bee him to any lever m 
es) 
with. 
The I ip 


mightily cave all, and the more fo, as 
g 


laying on the Word Mattonato 


SS ie 


the Anfwer in which it was ufed was fo 


{urprifing : For nothing could be more 


unexpected, than to talk of planing a 
Bifhop, and laying him for the Floor of 


a Chamber. 


But as there are many forts of am- 
biguous Expreffions, we fhould be Cau- 
tious which we efit upon, ever avoid- 
ing fuch as are trifling and et or have 
too much Severity aed B Bitternefs 
the Houfe 
of a Friend of theirs blind of one Eye; 
and being by him requefted to ftay and 
dine, they allrefufed but one; who told 
him that he would ftay, fe he pe 
1ere was Room for one; pointing 


in them. 


As fome Perfons:n eeting at 


to the Place where his Eye had former ly 
been. How rude and ill-natur’d a Sp 
I 
without the leaft Provocation to it! 
indeed was there any thing in it, 
what might be faid to every blind M 
And fuch Generals, as they feem prem 
ditated, are fure to difpleafe. Of the 
fame fort, was that to one without a 
Ceé Note 5 


= ' anu / UTavdc\ «a natnral Bar 
sa Floor, but Matto Nato (two Words) a natural Fool. 



















































lofe; pray, Sir, where do you fix your 
pre) } 

apes a BRE S PEAY em | gs nt gee | Pak ch A tata: Lae 

spectac 1c: OT LLOW CLO you icént che 

ets of the yi 

of all the Turns of Expre Tion, 

hofe are the moft entertaining, which 

idicule our Adverfary in his own Terms, 


raken in the fame Senfe wherein they 
were fp ee which is. indeed to wound 
him with his own Weapons. As a Coun- 
eas when afk’d by one of the contrary 
Side what made him bark fo? anfwer?d, 
becaufe he faw a Thief. Of this fort too 
was that of Galeotto of Narne, who paf- 
fing through Siena, and ftopping to get 
Information where he might lodge the 
moft commodioufly, was stidateicla by a 
Fellow that faw him with a Belly almoft 
up to his Chin; Sir, others carry their 


Luggage behind, but you yours before. 
That a bt in ought, reply’d Galeotto, 


when he knows himfelf among Thieves. 


rr 1 ° 1 
{ 


There is another Sort in Italian call’d 
confifts in changing, in- 

nifhing a Letter or Syl- 
lable: As . n one ae You fhould be 


Bifchezzi, which 


reafing, or dimi 


! o. 3 Tr x es 2.55 - i. 
yetter verfed in the LatrinT ongue than in 
JULL 5 
-} Ga 1, | W/ 15 a ee FE -. 
he Greek. And, Madam, you had a 
l : oi. § 
: 


Letrer thus direéteds To-the-Lady Emi 
4 ar | ? + 4A LT AL . a | x ” 
Letter thus directed; 1otne Lady fmi- 


wee Se el ye ee eS 
There is likewife a Beauty in the Appli- 
i 
cation of a Verie or Adag an to quite an- 
other Purpofe than was originally intend- 
i 5° 7 
} 


: Poe” minizneerA1e Aare (eb 
ed: Or In Making 1 ferve tne fan i€ i ur- 


pofe, with the Change of fome one or o- 
a” the Pern FE 

er or the 1¢rm JAS a Gentiem vho 
had a moft ugly and ul-natured Crea 


COU 


RE BE R, 


prima punto; diffe quello, che dir 
Ji porta contra tutts i ciecht. £ tas 
cofe univerfali uon dilettano, perche 
pare che poffano éffere penfate. det 
di quefia forte fu quel detto ad un 
senza nafo ; & dove appice chi tu gli 
occhiali? 0 con che fiuti tu lanno le 
rofe? 

Ma tra gli altri motti, quegli hau- 
no boniffima gratia, che nafcouo quan- 
do dal ragionar mordace del compa- 
gno, Vhuvmo pigha le medéfime pa 
vole nel medéfimo fenfo, contra di 
lui le rivolge, pungéudolo cou le fue 
proprie arme. Come un MEGA, a 
Mf in prefentia ded gidd ce dal {uo 

dverfario fa detto, che bat tu? fit- 
Poy rifpofe, perche veggo um ladro: 
Et di quefta Op te fi. ancdr, guando 
Coleen da Narni paffando per Sie- 
na, fi fermd in una firada a doman- 
dar dell hofterta;  vedéudolo un 
Sanefe cos? corpulento, come era, aif- 
fe ridendo ; ay altri portano le bél- 
gie dietro, © coftur le porta davantt. 
Galeotto fibito rifpofe, cosh fi fa in 
terra. di ladrt. 

‘Un altra forte e ie che chta- 
miamo Bifchizzt;  quefta confifte 
nel mutare, ovéro actréfeere, 0 mi- 
autre una léttera, 0 Sstllaba: Come 
colut, che diffe, tw dez effer pit dot- 
to nella lingua Latrina, che nella 
Greca: Et a vot Signora fi Seritto 
nel titulo duna letiera, Alla Signo- 
ra Emilia Lmpi 1. 

E ancor faceta cofa interporre wt 
ver fo, 0 pin pigliandolo in altro-pro- 
pofito, che quello, che lo pigha lVau- 
tore, 0 gualche altro detto “vulgato: ; 
Tal’ hor al medéfimo propofito, ma 
mutando qualche parola.— Come diffe 
un gentil’huomo, che havea una brut- 

ta 
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ae Pee AS ey x Th 7? : ip 
a 05 at} DUACEVOLE LV Ae € efendog a 


domandato, con We aOR?. Fipafes Péit- 
L 





Me cubat. 


Et Het Hier énimo Donato andan- 
do alle flationz di Roma la Quadragé- 
fina, infieme con molt alt ri gentil’ = 
buémini, sincoutro in una ‘by ‘igata 
é belle donne Romane; pis nao 
“uno di quer gent bucmint, 


Quct celum frellas, tot baset tua 
Roma puellas: 


Subito foggiun{e, 
Pafcua quotque hedos, tot babet tua 
Roma CINE AOS , 


moftrando una compagnuta di giévant, 
che dall altra banda ventvano. 

Diffe ancéra Meffer Marc Anté- 
nio dalla Torre al Véfcovo dtPadoa; 
di guefto modo. Effendo un Monafté- 


vio dt donne in Padoa Sotto la cura - 


aun Relig ofo eftimato molto di bona 
Vita, eS Da untervenne, chel pa- 
dre praticando nel monaftério dome- 
fticamen te,  confeffando fpeffo le 
Waar t, A bs d’effe, che altretante 
nou ve wérano, sSingraviddrono: © 
Seoperta le cofa, il padre volfe fug- 
gire, 5 non feppe. Il Véftovo lo fece 
pigliare,  effo fubito coufesso, per 
tentation del Dia'volo baver iugra- 
vidate que lle conque Monache: dimo- 
a0 che Monfignor iLV éfcovo era de- 
liberati Uf 0 ‘caftigarlo acerbamente es 
Sp perche coftus era dotto, havea mo 

tt ami hee aoe Bs fecer prova 
datutarlo; © con glz altri ancor an- 
se Meffer Oy ~ AS Aiibais al Véfcovo 
per impetrargli qualche per get. Ll 





for hisWife, anfwer’d one, who afk’d him, 
how he did? I leave you to imagine how, 
when 
Furiarum maxima juxta 
Me cubat. 

Woda at OSE A ereeat 
So likewife when Hieronymus Donatus vi- 
fited the Stations at Rome with a coni: 

derable Attend 





id 
a 
R, ane 


eS 
feveral of the mK oman | ie Ladies. DrOKE 
into a 


” 





Quot coelum fte ellas, tot habet tua Ro 
ma puellas 
ee SG, eu 
He immediately reply’d, 
Pafcua quotque hedos, tot habet tus 
Roma cincedos, 


pointing toa Company of Gentlemen who 
came from another Quarter. 


Of the fame Nature was that of Mare 


Antonio Della Torre, to the Bifhop of 
Padua; the Story is this. There was a 


Nunnery in Padua under the Care of a 
Friar in high Repute for his Learning haa 
Piety; but it happen sale at laft, that oe. of 


the Sifters, which was half the Number of 


the whole, proved with Child: On the 
Detection of the Matter, the Friar would 
have made his Efcape, but knew not 
how to contrive it. The Bifhop caufed 
him to be feized, and he immediately 
confefs’d, that the Suggeftions of the De- 
vil had been too powerful for his weak 
Nature: And thus felf-condemn’d, a Re- 


Piesee eh ae ae tee 
{olution was taken fever ‘ely to punifh him: 





but as he was a Man of Learning, and 
had many Friends, great. Interceffio 
was made for his ¢ 
that applied for 





The Bifhop was 
ps 
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Lon nt eh, Bi 
- ee tity ot 1 dain ne Me 
IcKS: 1 cannot gratify you, iaid the Dl 
> oe 2 rie Evirs 1S A 
4 “ r a. 7 \¢ ? 
, for | am my fell accountable fo 
, 
a 1 ~ Mires aeteerd a= 
1y Conduct in this Affair to the fupream 
5 
, | rHEV nortune 
Tribunal: when they itu portuned, 


ee AL ig) > Rifhn Cor 
L iC At n{wer 3 repiy qd ul he » DUNOP, Loail 


ake, when I am required an Account of 


> Stewardfhip? What you find to your 
Tands, faid Marc Antonio, ‘** Thou ga- 
«<. veft me five Talents, and lo I have 
*¢ oained other five.” ‘The handfome 
[urn appeafed the Judge, and freed the 
Malefactor. 
There 1s fomething likewife very agree- 
able in Allufions to Names blended with 


a little Fiction. As the Pravelt of Lucca, 
of Wit you know, foliciting late- 

the Bifhoprick of Caglio, you are 
pagal Sir, faid the Pope, that Caglio 
is a St digi Word, fignifying to hold 
Sisal ? And as that 





= 


1S a Thing which 


you very fel dom do, I cannot nominate 
youto a Bifhoprick, which will give you 


7 
a Title, that no one can call you by ! 
Yr Pee ate A ye a eee 
without aFalfhood. To this the Provott 
Pee ees = if ver not lefs witty thc uc 
made an An V NOt iCis VILLY, Noug 


1 
; ik Kind of Wire eter haaiar 
in a ie Kin bh ODT NNALRS “EOL hav Ing 


pofe: If, faidhe, at ie your He ee fs 
leafed to beftow this Bith biitiak 

n me, it fhall not Si without ae A d.- 
Oo 


ea z 
vantage to your felf, for y you fhall have 


) 
_ 


the abfolute Difpofal of two Offices. And 

what two, faidthe Pope? The great Of 
fice, and that of our Lady. The Po] 
though 


Cs 




































kefcovo per mo. do abeuno non gli vo- 
leva udire: al fine facendo pur effi 
inflantia , © raccomandando il reo, 
©) efenfan sdolo per la commodita deb 
Loco, per la fragilita a humana, per 
molte altre caufe: Di (fe ut Veftovo, 
Lo non ne vi 0g 110 far niente, perche 
di quefio ho 10 a render ragione 
0: &§ replicando eff, ‘diffe il Vé- 
Je ‘0U0~ che rifpon tC4 0 10 a Dio wl . 
ael gindicio quando mi dira, * Reda 
val ‘20nem ral itionis tue?’ R i fpofe 
city fib GLE Meffer Mare LA ‘ntonz0. 
Lonfignor 7 a, quello, che dice LYE - 
AB Msinh “< ‘Domine, quingue talenta 
cs tradidifti mibt, ecce alia @ quingue 
“ fuperlucratus Sita Allbora wlVé~ 
fcovo non fi j es ’ tenere di ridere, 
miitigo afjai Vira fua, © la pena pre- 
parata al nal farcaae 
Li medefimamente bello imterpreta- 
ve es n, The at ay cia 


rc] 
Wt 3; overo pers he una asiele he co- 
fa ft faccia. Come pochi di fono do- 
mandando il Proto da Lucca, il 
se? me incre ¢ molto piacévo 
be, iL Vefcovato di Caglio, il P apa 
git ay: ofe, Non fai tu che Caglio, in 
gua Spagnola, vol dire taccio2 Et 


7 / 

& 
\ ° Vas 
tu fet un cianctatore; pero non fi 
‘OVO poter maz 


f 
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fn 
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at froto una riff ofta, la quale, 
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ancor che non fe offe di quefa Sorte, 
non fi perd men bell la della propo, fia: 
Che havendo ) re plic tcato la domauda fua 
pit volte, 5 vede ndo che u02 £10Va- 
va; in ultimo dif: Padre fanto, fe 
antita voftra Mi ad Gu e fto Vi eft ‘O~ 
vato, non fara Senza Sua utilit a, per 
thio le lafcierd dui offic. Et che 
off tciz 


5 
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officit bat th da lafitare, diffe il Pa- 
pas Rifpofe aL £’r 000, lo laft zero L’- 
officio grande, & quello de as Ma- 
donna. Allhora now pote il Papa, 
ancor che foffe feveriffimo, tenérfi di 
ridere. 

‘Unwaltro ancir a Padoa diffe, 
che Calfirnio fi domandava Cosi, per- 
che folea fialdare i forns. Desde. 
mandando 10 un giorno a Fedra, per- 
che era, che facendo la Chiefa il Gs 
ner fanto orationt non folamente pert 
CPE ifltani, ma ancor per t Bact 

& per z Gi uder, non ft facea men- 
tione de’ Cardinalt, come de Ve [COVL, 
€ daltri Prelati: Rifpofemi, che i 
Cardinals s intendévano in quella o- 
ratione, che dice, “ Oremus pro he- 
“ reticis, © f{chifmatices. 

E?l Conte Lodovico nofiro diffe, 
Chto riprendeva una Signora, che u- 
fava un certo liftio, che molto lucéa 
perche in quel Volto, quando era ac- 
CONCIO, cost Vedeva mé fleffo, come 
nello {pecchio: © per 0, per effer brut- 
£0, now harez voluto vedérmz. 

Di queft 0 modo fu quello di Meffer 
Camillo ‘Paleotto’ & Mef fer Antonio 
Porcaro; tl qual parlando d'un fuo 
compagno, che confeffandofi diceva al © 
fat rerdote che digiunava volentieri , 
© andava alle meffe, 5 a ghi offteii 
divini,  faceva tutti i beni del 
mondo, diffe; Co ifiuz in loco d’accu- 
farfi fi lduda. A cui rifpofe Meffer 
Camillo, a anzt ft confefja di guefte co- 
Sey. perc be penfa che il farle fia gran 
peccato. 

Non vi ricorda, come ben diffe L’- 
altro giorno ener efetto? quan- 
do Guvan Thomafo Galeotto ff mara- 
vighava d’un che domandava ducen- 
to ducati d’un cavallo, perche dicen- 

do Gio. Thomafo che non valeva un 
guattrino ; 
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though the fevereft Man in the World, 
yet baie not keep his Countenance. 


That likewife of one of Padua may 
bear mentioning ; Calphurnius was fo cal- 
led from his he ating. Furnaces. I my 
felf, afking Phedra what might be the 
Reafon ae when the Church prays on 
Good-Friday not only for Chriftians, but 
Jews and Pagans, the Cardinals were not 
mention’d with the Bifhops and other 
Prelates, he anfwer’d me, that they were 
included in the Petition for Hereticks and 
Schi{maticks. 


When I once reproved a Lady for ufing 
a particular Wafh, that made her Face 
fhine much, Count Lewis faid, I did it 
becaufe her Face was then fo bright that 
I faw my own init: which, as very in- 
different, could not be a pleafing Sight. 


Of this Nature was that of M. Camillo 
Paleotto, to M. Antonio Porcaro; who 
peaking of a Companion of his, that at 
Céafetion ts Id the Prieft of his volunta- 
ry Faftings, his conftant Attendance at 
Mafs, and all the Services of the Church, 
his doing all the Good that lay in his 
Power; “This Man, faid he, 1s enumera- 
ting his own Prats, inftead of his Faults. 
No, no, anfwer’d Camillo, he confeffes 


van 


thefe Things, becaufe he thinks them 
Faults. 
Don’t you remember the Prefect ’°s Turn 


the other Day? When John Thomas 
Galeotto exprefs’d himfelf amazed at the 

Demand of 200 Ducats for a Horfe, which 
he was fure was not worth a Farthing; 
having, among many other ill Qualities, 


aye! 
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that of running from all Arms; nor could guattrino; © che tra Vay: altri di- 


any thing engage him to approach them. 
If fo, I am aftonifh’d, faid the Prefeé, 
ting on the other’s Cowardice, that 
the Owner does not infift on a thoufand 


7 = 
Wucats 


Vhis is likewife fomething very agree- 
able in the Ufe of the fame Word, but 
in a different Acceptation from the com- 
mon one. As the Duke being to pafs a 
very rapid Stream, and commanding a 
Trumpet to go before, the Man in a ve- 


Itis diverting enough alfo to take the 
Words of another, in a Senfe foreign to 
that in which he intended them. As when 
a German, met one Evening in Rome, 
our M. Philip Beroaldo, whofe Difciple 
he was, and accofted him witha *‘ Domine 
“« Magifter Deus det vobis bonum fero: ” 
Beroaldo reply’d, ‘* Et tibi malum cito, 


Another Spaniard , who happen’d to 
dine with the great Captain Diego de Chi- 
gnognes, call’d out Vino; to whom Die- 
go pleafantly reply’d, ‘‘Vino y no locono- 
ciftes. 


The fame Beroaldo, when he affirm’d 
himfelf determin’d on a Journey to Bo- 
logna, was afk’d by Jacob Sadolet, how he 
could fo feon leave Rome, where there 
was fuch Variety of Pleafures, for Bo- 
logna, where all was Heayinefs? Anfwer- 
ed, that he was obliged to go to Bo- 
logna, per tre conti: and was going to 
enumerate them, on fo many Fingers ; 
but Sadolet interrupting him, faid, I 
know the tre Conti: There is the Conte 

Lodo- 


fettz fuggiva dall’arme tanto, che 
non era pofstoile farglielo accoftare. 
Diffe it Signor Prefetto, (volendo 
ripréndere colui di vilta) sel ca- 
vallo ha quefia parte di fuggir dall’- 
arme, maravigliomt che egli non ne 
domandi mille ducats. 

Dicefi ancéva qualche volta una 
Parola medéfima, ma ad altro fin di 
guello che fi ufa. Come effendo il 
Szgnor Duca per paffar un fume ra- 
pidiffimo, 5 dicendo ad un Trombet- 
ta, paffa, 11 Trombetta fi volto con 
la berretta in mano, €5 con atto dj 
riveréntia diffe, paffi la Signoria Vo- 
Jira. 

E; ancor piacevol maniera di mot- 
teggzare, quando Vhuomo par che pi- 
Ltt le parole, 5 non la fenténtia di 
colue che ragiona. Come quef?anno 
un Tedefco a Roma incontrando una 
Sera i nofiro Mefer Filippo Beroal- 
do, del quale era diftipulo, diffe, 
“ Domine magifier Deus det vobis 
“ Gonumferd”: &l Beroaldo fibito ri- 
Spofe, “ Et tibi malum cito. ” 

Lifendo anciv a tavola col gran 
Capitano ‘Liego de Chignones, diffe 
uwaltro ‘pagnuolo, che par vi man- 
kriva, per domandar da bere, vino, 
rifpofe Diego, Y no lo conociftes, per 
mordere colut d’effer marrano. 

Diffe ancir Meffer Iacomo Sadolet- 
to al Beroaldo, che affermava volere 
zn ognt modo andare a Bologna, Che 
caufs v induce cosi adeffo lafciar Ro- 


A 

May dove fon tanti pracé Z; per anu- 
dar a Bologna, che tutta é involta 
net travagl? Rifpofe il Beroaldo, 
Per tre conti, me forza andar a Bo- 
logna: gia haveva alzati tre dita 
della man finifira per affignar tre 
caufe dell’ andata fia; quando Meffer 

Lacomo 








Lacomo fubito interruppe, & diffe : 
Quella thé conti, che vi fanno andare 
ad Bologua fono, L’uno il Conte Lodo- 
vito da San Bonifacio, Valtro il Con- 
te Hércole Rangone, il terzo il Conte 
de‘Pépolt. Ogn'un all’ bora rife, per- 
che quefla tre Conti eran flati difet- 
pult del Beroaldo, §S bei giovani, & 
fiudiavano in Bologna. 

Di quefia forte di motti adungque 
Ufai fi ride, perché portan feco rif: 
pofie coutrarie a guells, che LP’ huomo 
afpetta d'udire: 5 naturalmente di- 
Léttact in tat cofe il noftro errore me- 
acfimo; dal quale, guando ci trovamo 
engaunati di quello, che afpettiamo, 
ridemo. Mai modi del parlare, & 
le figure, che hanno Lr atta, i ragia- 
naments gravi, & fevert, quali fem- 
pre ancor fiauno.ben nelle facétie & 
giochi. 


Vedete che le parole contrapofte,. 


danno ornamento affai, quando una 
claufila contraria soppone all’altra: 
LL medéfimo modo fpeffo é facetif- 
Simo. Come un Genovefe, il guale era 
motto prodigo nello fpéudere, effendo 
viprefo da un ufurario avarifimo, 
che gli diffe, Et quando ceffarai tn 
mat di gittar via le tue faculta ? 
allhor-rifpofes che tu di robor quelle 
aaltrus: 

Lit perché (come gia havemo det- 
t0) dat lochi, donde ff cdvano face: 
ties che mérdano, dai medéfimi Spef- 
So ft poéffono cavar detti gravi che 
tandino; per Luno Ss Laltro effetto 
€ molto gratiofo, S gentil modo, 
quando lV’ huomo confente, 6 conferma 
quello, che dice coluz, che parla, ma 
lo zaterpreta altramente di guello , 
che effo intende. Comed gueftt Li0r- 
ui dicendo un Prete di villa la meffa 
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Lodovico da San Bonifacio, the Conte 
Hercole Rangone, and the Conte de Pe- 
poli. They all Jaugh’d at the Turn, for 
thofe very three Counts had been Scho- 
lars of Beroaldo, very hopeful Youths, 
and profecuted their Studies at Bolo- 
gna. 


This fort of Wit is highly diverting: : 
The Anfwer being fo: quite contrary to 
our Expectations, we are pleafed with 
our Errour, and’ hear. with the greateft 
Satisfaction what it was fo wholly out 
of our Thoughts that we fhould hear. In 
thefe Turns of Wit and Humour, the 
fame Modes, the fame Figures of Speech 
may take Place which do in the moft fe- 
rious Reafonings. 


There accrues no- fmall Ornament to 
a Difcourfe from the Oppofition of the 
Terms, and the Sentences running con- 
trary to each other: And the fame is of- 
ten very entertaining. A fordid Ufurer 
faying to a prodigal Genoefe, when will 
you leave off throwing away your Mo- 
ney? was anfwered by him, when you do 
the {tealing other People’s. 


And becaufe, as Thave already obfer: 
ved, the very fame Topicks which are 
made Ufe of for a ferious Difcourfe, 
and for Praife, and: Com nendation,; may 
ferve likewife for Mirth and: Ridicule 5 
nothing can be more beautiful in either 
Way, than the agreeing to, and confirm- 
ing what fome one has already f. 


Mi nae iereer sae : es A 
giving it a Turn quite contrary to wh 

] See Ae n. aa 

he thought of. As a Prieft not lons 

Ince 
























































The 


fince iayi 1g [a fs £0 his Par ifhioners, anc d 
after the Publication of the Feftivals of 
the Week, beginning the general Con- 
feffion in the Name of the People; and 

e finned in Word, in Deed, 


fo on, re the 


it, 
VWNOLE Catalogue of mortal S An inti- 

ite Acqui uintance of his, to aa Sport 
vith him, cry’d out, Be Witnefs good 
People what his own Mouth has con- 
feffed him guilty of, for I am refolved to 


inform of him to’the Bifhop. 


In the ‘fame Way was that of Salazza 
dalla Pedrada, who commending a Lady 
for her great Virtues and equal Beauty, 
and fhe replying, that fuch Praifes could 
not be due to a Woman old as fhe was; 
immediately anfwer’d her, Madam, your 
Age it is that renders you like the 
Angels, the moft ancient of all God’s 
Works, as they were the firft. 


alfo a fingular Grace 


Metaphors have 
s ferious Subjects, 


in humorous, as well a 

efpecially ina pero ot) where the fame 
is continued which was at firft ufed. Of 
this kind was the Anfwer to M. Palla 
Strozzi,.who being banifh’d Florence, 
and fending a Meflenger thither on fome 
of his Affairs, order’d him to tell Cof- 
mo de Medicis from himfelf, that the 
Hen fate brooding. The Meflage deli- 
liver’d, Cofmo reply’d inftantly, and pray 
tell Palla from me, that Hens find it dif- 
ficult to brood out of their Nefts. 


COURTTER. 





jhe he 
DLlie 


a fior populant, dopo Vhaver pur 
cato le fefte dt quell a spl co- 
mincio in nome del populo la confef- 
fion a 5 dicendo, Io ho pec- 
cato in mal dire, in mal fare, 1n mal 
penfare, e quel che fégu sit ay fac endo 
mention di tutti 2 peccati mortal: 
un compar e molto dome ‘ftico del 
prete, per sidade rlo diffe a 7 circon- 
fianti, frate teflimont | tutti di quello 
che per fia bocca confefja haver fat- 
to, perch’io intendo notificarlo alVe- 
{covo. 

Quefio medéfimo modo usd Sallaz- 
za dalla Pedrada enn honorar una 
Signora, con la quale parlando, pot 
che Vhebbe laudata oltre le virtuofe 
condition: ancor di bellezza,  effa 
rifpoftogli, che non meritava tal lau- 
de per effer gia vecchia, gh diffe: 
Signora quello che di vecc bio ha vete, 
non € altro che lo affimigharvi a gli 
Angeli, che firono le prime, & pin 
antiche creature che mat  formaffeDio. 

Molto ferveno ancor Cosi 2 dettz 
giocofi per pingere, come 2 detti gra- 
UL per landar le ors re bene ac- 
commodate  maffimaménte fe fou 
rifpofie; & fe colui, che rifponde, 
Persie nella medéfima metafora det- 
ta dall altro. Et di quefto modo fa 
rifpofto a Meffer Palla Strozzt, il 
Gui ale effendo fuora ufcito di Pioren- 
za, © mandandovi un fio per altre 
negortit, gle diffe quale minacciandd, 
Dirai da mia parte-a Cofimo de’ Mé- 
dici, che la gallina cova. Ll meffo 
fece Vambafciata impoflagh, © Cofi- 
mo {en Za en far vi, fubito gli rifpofe, 
Et tu da mia parte dirai & Meffer 
Palla, che le galline mal poffono co- 
var fuor del uido. 


Con 











Con una metafora laudd. ancor 
Mefjer Camillo Porcaro gentilmente 
zl Signor Marc’ Antonio Colonna: il 
gual havendo intefo, che Meffér Ca- 
millo in una fua oratione havea cele- 
brato alcuni Signori Italiani famoft 
nell arme, tra glt altri deffo ha- 
veva fatto honoratiffima mentione; 
dopo Vhaverlo ringratiato, gli diffe, 
Vou Meffer Camillo havete fatto de 
glt amict vofirt quello, che de fioi 
danari ta hor fanno alcuni merca- 
éanti, li quali, quando fi ritrévano 
haver qualche ducato falfo, per fpaz- 
zarlo pongon quel folo tra molti buo- 
ut, 85 in tal modo lo fpéndono: cosi 
voi per honorarmi (bench i0 poco va- 
Zia) mbhavete pofto in compagnia di 
cose virtuofi &S eccellentiSignori, ch’io 
col mérito lore forfi pafferd per buo- 
20. Rifpofe allhor Meffer Camillo, 
guelli che falstfican li ducati, féglio- 
no cosi ben dorargli, che all’occhio 
pains molto pit belli che i buoni. 
Pero fe cost fitrovafero alchimifti a’- 
hudwuint, come ft trévano di ducati, 
vagion farebbe fufpettar che voi fo- 
fle falfo, effendo, come fete, di molto 
pit bello 5 lucido metallo, che alcun 
de ght altri. 

Eiccovi che quefto loco & commune 
alVuna © alValtra forte di motti; 
9 cost fono molt’altri, dei quali fe 
potrebbon dar injiniti efempi, 6 maf- 
fimamente in detti gravi. Come quel- 
lo, che diffe il gran Capitano, 11 gua- 
le efféndofi pofto a .tdvola, 5 effendo 
Sta occupati tutti i lochi, vide che in 
pleads érano reftati dui gentil hudme- 
nt Italiani; 1 gualt havean fervito 
nelta guerra molto bene, §&S fitbito 
effo medéfimo fi levd, &§ fece levar 
tutte cli altri, & far loco a quei dui, 
© diffe: Laftiate fentare a mangiar 

guefte 
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M, Camillo Porcaro’s Compliment to 
M. Antonio Colonna by a Metaphor, was 
a very fine one: Colonna hearing that 
Camillo in a Speech of his, wherein the 
Fieroes of Italy were celebrated, had 
made very honourable Mention of him ; 
after his Acknowledgments paid, told 
him, you Camillo do by your Friends, 
as fome Merchants by their Ducats, when 
they find one counterfeit they throw it 
among many good, fo putting it off: 
and juft thus you have placed mea Perfon 
of little Worth, among a Number of the 
moftt excellent, from’ whofe Worth alone 
I obtain mine. Camillo an{fwer’d, that 
fuch as vented falfe Money were careful 
to gild it fo, that to the Eye it fhould 
have rather a better Appearance than 
true. If therefore the fame Tricks could 
be play’d with Men as with Money, I 
fhould fufpec&t you as fearcely genuine, 
fince you appear of a Metal fo much 
finer and brighter than what I any where 
met with, 


Thus you fee the fame Topick furnithes 
Matter for both thefe forts of Wit; and 
fo do many others, as might be made 
appear from infinite Examples, and par- 
ticularly in graver Speeches. Of which 
Nature was that of a great Captain, 
who fitting ata Table fo well Gll’d, that 
not the leaft Room was left ; and feeing 
two [talians Gentlemen ftanding that had 
been of eminent Service in the War, he 
rofe himfelf, and making all the Compa- 
ny do the fame: Let thefe Gentlemen, 
faid he, fit and eat fomewhere, for it is 
owing to them that we have any thing to 
eat. 

Dd J The 
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The fame Perfoh, when Diego Garzie 
prefs’d to leave a Place, at which the Ene- 
my’s Cannon was levell’d, anfwer’d him, 
Sir, fince God has given no Fear to your 
Heart, pray put none into mine, And 
Lewis the prefent King of France, when, 
foon after his coming to the Throne, he 
was told, that now was the Time to be 
revenged of fuch as had affronted him 
when Duke of Orleans, anfwer’d, that it 
became not the King of France to. re- 
venge the Affronts to the Duke of Or- 
teans. 


There is often alfo an agreeable Poi- 
enancy ina certain grave Manner, which 
has nothing in it that can raife Laughter. 
As Gein Ottomani, Brother of the great 
Turk, and Prifoner in Rome, faid of the 
Joufting we ufe in Italy, that it had fome- 
thing in it too much for a Thing in Jett, 
and too little for one in Earneft. And 
when it. was told him, how aétive Ferdi- 
nand the younger was, and of what Dex- 
terity in Running, Leaping, Vaulting, 
and the like: His Anfwer was, that thofe 


The OWRTHIER: 


queftt Signori, che fe effi non foffere 


fiatt, noi altri non haremmo hora che 


mangiare. 

Diffe ancor a Diego Garzia, che 
lo confortava a levarfi d’un loco pe- 
ricolofi, dove batteva l’artigliarta, 
Dapot che Dio non ha melo patra 
nell’animo vofiro, non la vogliate voi 
metter nel mio. FL Re Luigi, che 
hoggi 6 Ré di Francia, effendoglt po- 
co da pot che fa creato ké, detto che 
allnor era il tempo di caftigar i fuoi 
semtct, che Vhavévano tanto offefa, 
mentre era Duca d’Orlieus, rifpofe, 
che now toccava al Ré di Francia ven- 
dicar Vingitrie fatte al Duca d’Or- 
Liens. 

Sz morde ancora fpeffo facetamente 
con una certa gravita fenzaindar ri- 
fo. Come diffe Gein Ottomani, fratel- 
lo del gran Turco, effendo pregione in 
Roma, ch’el gioftrare, come noi ufva- 
mo in Italia, gli parea troppo per 
Jtberzare, &5 poco per far da doveé- 
ro. Lit diffe, eféndogli riferito guan- 
to il ke Lerrando minore foffe agile, 
& difpofto della perfona, nel cérrere,. 
faltare, volteggrare, & tai cofe:. che 


nel fuo pacfe t fchiavi facévano que- 


in his Countrey were the Exercifes. of Sit efercitit; mat Signori sm par ava- 


Slaves; but what Princes learn’d from 
their Cradles was.Liberality, and on that 
they valued themfelves. 

In this way, but fomewhat more face- 
tious, was that of the Archbithop of Flo- 
rence to the Cardinal of Alexandria : All] 
that Men could call their own, was their 
Goods, their Bodies, and their Souls; 
but their Goods were at the Lawyers Dif 
pofal, their Bodies at the Phyficians, and 
their Souls at the Divines. 


Julian 


uo da fanciull: la. hiberalita, © di 
quefia [¢ landano. 


Quali ancéra di tal maniera, ma 
un poco pik ridicule fa quello che diffe 
L Arcivéfcovo di Forenza al Cardi- 
nale Aleffandrino: Che gli huémini 
non hanno altro che la robba il COr po; 
© Luima; ba robba é lor pofta in tra- 
vaglo dat Furifconfulti, if corpo da 
t Médici,  Lanima da i Theolo- 


Se. 
| Ri/pofe 











































Rifpofe allbora it Magntfico Giu- 
“iano, A quefto giunger ft potrebbe 
guello che diceva Nicoletto, ciec, che 
di raro ft trova mai Furifconfulto 
che litichi, ne Médico che pigh me- 
dicina, ne Thedlogo che fia buon chri- 
Stiano. 

Kife Meffer Bernardo, poi fog- 
giunfe: Di quefti fono infiniti efem- 
pi detti da gran Signori,  hud- 
mint gravifimi. Ma rideft ancé- 
va fpeffo delle comparationz. Come 
Serie wu nofiro Piftoia a Serafino, 
Rimanda il Valigion che taffimiglia: 
che, fe ben vi ricordate, Serajino s’- 
afimglava molto ad una valigia., 


Sono ancora alcuni, che fe dilétta- 
#0 at comparar hudmini, §9 doune a 
cavalli, a cani, ad uccelli, &§ Speffo 
a caffe, a feanni, acarri, & cande- 
glierz; ilche talhor ha gratia, talhor 
é freddiffimo. Perd im quefto bifo- 
SMa confiderare il loco, il tempo, Le 
Perfone,  Valtre cofe, che gia tan- 
te volte havemo detto. 

Allhor il Signor Gafparo Pallavi- 
cid, Piacévole comparatione diffe, 
fa quella che fece il Signir Giovan- 
nt Gonzaga nofiro di Aleffandro Ma- 
§n0 ab Signor Aleffandro fio jfiglinolo. 
Lo non lo sd, rifpofe Meffer Bernar- 
do. Diffe il Signor Gafparo, Gio- 
cava il Signor Giovanni a tre dad ; 
S (come ¢ fia ufanza) haveva per- 
duto molti ducati, © tuttavia per- 
dea: & il Signor Aleffandro fio fi: 
Sliuolo, il quale ancor che fia fan- 
ciullo, non gioca men volentieri che] 
padre, Jtava. con motta attentione 
mirandlo,  parea tutto trifto. 
if, Conte di Pianella, che con molte 
altri gentilhudmineera prefente, dif 
fe, Eccovi Szgnore chel Signor As 
leffan 
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Julian interpofed here, to this we may 
add Nicoletto’s Remark, that we feldom 
find Lawyers to go to Law, Phyficians 
take Phyfick, or Divines a& u 
Precepts of Chriftianity. 


LANs 2 
p to tne 


Bernard fmiled, and went on: There 
are infinite Examples of Speeches in this 
way of Men of the firft Rank, and great- 
eft Serioufnefs. An apt Comparifon is 
another thing that is fure to entertain us 
agreeably. As when Piftoie wrote to Se- 
raphin, I fend you back the Cloak Bag, 
which much refembles you: For, if you 
remember, Seraphin was made exactly 
like one. 

Some alfo we find comparing humane 
Creatures to Horfes, Dogs, Birds, and 
the like ; which is done fometimes fmart- 
ly enough, at others as ftupidly. Great 
Regard therefore fhould be had to Place, 
Time, Perfon, and the other Particulars 
fo often infifted on. 


The Comparifon was not amifs, {aid 
Gafpar Pallavicino, which our Friend 
John Gonzaga made of Alexander the 
Great to his Son Alexander. I never 
heard it, anfwer’d Bernard. Gonzaga, 
faidGafpar, was playing at Dice, had loft, 
as he often does, a confiderable Sum, and 
{till continued on the lofing Hand: His 
Son Alexander, young as he is, loves 
Play no lefs than his Father; and then 
ftood by, looking on with a ferious and 
forrowful Countenance. See, faid the 
Count of Pianella, who was prefent with 
many other Gentlemen, how uneafy 
poor Alexander is at your lofing, and 
how impatient till you win, that he 
may have fome fmall Part of your Gain: 

Did 2 Put 
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Put the Boy out of his Pain, and, before 
you lofe all, give him, if ir be but a Du- 
cat, that he may goto play with his Com- 
Pinions. 


£ 


You are miftaken, faid John, Alexan- 
der minds not fuch Trifles; but as they 
tell us, that Alexander the Great, when 
a Stripling, hearing that his Father had 
gained a great Victory, and fubdued a cer- 
tain Kingdom, fell into. Tears; and be- 
ing afk’d, why he wept? anfwer’d, be- 
caufe he fear’d leaft his Father fhould con- 
quer fo many Countries as to leave none 
for his Conqueft: So now my Alexander 
here ftands grieving at my Loffes, be- 
caufe he apprehends that I fhall lofe fo 
much as to leave nothing for him to 
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When they had laugh’d a little; we 
muft avoid likewife, purfued Bernard; all 
Jefts that are wicked and profane, nor at- 
tempt to be witty, by running into Blaf- 
phemy. For certainly it is moft detefta- 
ble to. feek Applaufe, from what merits 
not Blame alone, but a fevere Punith- 
ment. And therefore fuch who endeavour 
to appear very arch, by being very Irre- 
ligious, ought to be excluded the Com- 
pany of every Gentleman, 


The very fame Treatment deferve they 
whole Difcourfe is lewd and obfcene, 
and who fcruple not to ufe.fuch, even in 
the Prefence of Women, whom it feems 
their chief Pleafure to, throw into Bluthes 


and 


leffandro fia mal contento della Vofira 


pe&rdita, & fi flrugge afpettando par 


che vinctate per baver gualche ofa 
dit vinta: perd cavadtelo di guefta 


i ea. 77 a Bes e : ; ye : 
angonta, &5 prima che perdsate il re- 


#] 2 « \ e4 
Ji0, donategli alméen un ducato, acciod 


a 


che effo ancor poffa andare a £tocare 
CO fitot compagne. 

‘Diffe allhor il Szgnor Giovani 
Voi vingannate, perche Aleffandro 
non penfa a cost picol cofa; me co- 
me ft fcrive the Aleffandro Magno, 
mentre chera fanciullo, intendends 
che Filippo fioPadre haveva vinto 
una gran battaghia,  acguiftato nw 
certo Regno, comincio a prangere; & 
e§éndogli domandato, perche plange- 
va? rifpofe, perche dubitava, che 
fio padre vincerebbe tanto paéfe, che 
non lafitarebbe che vincere a lui: 
Cos? hora Aleffandro mio Jiglinolo fe 
duole, © fia per pianger, vedendo 
ch’zo fue padre perdo, perché dubita 
chio perda tanto, che non lafti che 
perder a luz. 

Lit quivi, efféndofi rife alguanto, 
Soggiunfe Meffer Bernardo. E anciy 
da fuggive, ch’el motteggiar non fra 
zmpto, che la cofa paffa poi al voler 
effer arguto nel biaftemare, e fludiar 
dt trovar in cid novi modi. Onde di 
quello, che Vhuomo mérita non fola- 
mente biafimo, ma grave cafiigo, par 
che ne cerchi gloria, il che  cofa 
abominévole. Et perd quefti tali, che 
voglion moftrar-di effer faceti con po- 
ca. riveréntia di “Dio, méritano eller 
cacctatt dal. coufirtio @ogni gentil’- 
huomo. 

Ne meno quelli, che fon’ cbfceni & 
Sporchi uel parlare, & che in pre- 
féntia di donne non hauno rifpetto al- 
cuno, © pare, che non pigline altro 
piacer, che di farle arrofire diver- 








ogna,  fopra di quefio vanno cer- 
cando motti, Sargutie. Come quef?’- 
anno in Werrara ad un convito, in pre- 
féitia dt molte gentildonne, ritro- 
vandofi un Fiorentino, & un Sane fe, 
2 quali per lo pin (come fapéte! fono 
memict, diffe 11 Sanefe per mérdere il 
Florentino, Noi habbiam ma itato 
dzena all’ Imperatore, & havémo Li 
dato Kiorenza in dote: & gue lo dif, 
Se, perche di que dz sera ragionato, 
che t Sanefi haven dato una certa 
quantita dt denari all Imperatore, 
© effo havea tolto la lor protettione. 
Rifpofe fibito it Fiorentino, Siena 
fara la prima cavalcata (alla Fran- 
cefe) ma diffe it vocabulo Italiano, 
fot ba dote fi litighera & bell’aggio. 
Vedete che il motto fit ingeninfo, ma 
per elfer in preféntia di Donne, di- 
vento obfceno, &§ non conveniente. 

Allbora il Signor Gafparo Palla- 
vicina, Le donne, diffe, non hanno 
piacere di fentir ragunar d’altro, 
© voi volete levarghele: © io per 
me f{Cnomi trovato ad arrofirmi di 
vergogna, per parole déttemt da don- 
ne, molto pin fpeffo che da hudsmr- 
22. 

Di quefte tai Donne non parlo io, 
dif Meffer Bervardo, ma di quelle 
virtuofe, che méritano river éntia, 
honore da ogni gentil’ hucmo. 

Diffe iL Signor Gafparo, Bifogne- 
ria ritrovare una fottil régola, per 
conof-erle, perché il pid delle volte 
quelle, che fino in apparéntia le mi- 
Sliort, in effetto fono il contrario. 

Alibora Meffer Bernardo ridendo 
diffe, Se qui prefente non foffe il Si- 
Sur Magntfico nofiro, it quale in 
ognt loco é allegato per Protettor del- 
se donne, i0 pigliare: Limprefa di ri- 
Spindervs: ; 
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and Diforder, and to effeét which their 
Jefture defign’d and contriv’d. As this 
very Year, at an Entertainment in Ferra- 
ra, where were many Ladies, a Floren- 
tine and Senefe being prefent (Enemies 
you know of old) the Senefe, to pique 
the Florentine, We have married, faid he; 
Siene to the Emperor, and given Flo- 
rence as her Portion: for at that time it 
was talk’d, that the Senefe had civen the 
Emperor a large Sum, and that he had 
undertaken their Protection. Siena, an- 
{fwer’d the Florentine immediately, fhall 
be firft ridden, fpeaking after the French 
manner, but ufing the Iralian Word, and 
then we'll difpute at Leifure about her 
Portion. TheTurn was fharp enough, but 
indecent, as there were Women pre- 
fent. 


Such kind of Difcourfe is what pleafes 
the Ladies, faid Gafper Pallavicino, be- 
yond any other, and yet you are for de- 
priving them of. it: I affure you I have. 
much oftener blufh’d at what has come 
from Women, than at any thing I ever: 
heard from Men. 


Thefe are not the Women I fpeak of, 
faid Bernard, but the modeft Part of the 
Sex, which lay a juft Claim to the Refpect 
and Honour of every Gentleman. 

You muft furnifh us with very nice: 
Obfervations indeed, anfwer’d Gafpar, to 
find out fuch, for moft commonly thofe - 
that appear the beft: are, in reality, quite 
otherwife. 

I fhould-anfwer you, faid Bernard {mi- 
ling, had we not Julian here, the Advo- 
cate for the Sex in all Places; but.I will 
not take his Office from him. ’ 


There 























































































There is no need, interpos’d Emilia 
with a Smile on her Countenance, of any 
Advocate for the Women, when. their 
Accufer is fo inconfiderable: let Gafpar 
continue in this perverfe Opinion, which 
arifes rather from the Neglect all Women 
fhew of him, than. from any Fault in 
them ; and pray purfue your Subject. 


T have methinks, faid Bernard, enu- 
merated many Topicks, whence witty 
and humourous Turns may be deduc’d, 
which yet, I muft obferve, receive their 
greateft Beauty from the manner where- 
with they are fpoken. Many others there 
likewife are which might be mentioned ; 
as when either to exaggerate or leffen, 
we fay what exceeds all Bounds of Proba- 
bility. Of which Kind was that of Mario 
of Volterra, who faid he knew a Prelate 
fo very tall, that when he enter’d St. Pe- 
ter’s, he always ftoop’d to avoid hitting 
his Head againft the Architrave of the 
Gate. 


Our, Friend Julian alfo faid; in this 
very Place, that. his. Servant Golpin 
was fo.very lean and fhrivell’d, that. one 
Morning. blowing the Fire, he was car: 
ried, by the force of the Smoke, to the 
Top of the Chimney; where, if he had 
not fortunately ftuck, one knows. not 
where he. mightihave been blown, 


Auguftine Bevazzeno alfo told:a Story 
of a covetous Fellow, who refufing to 
fell 
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Spindervi; ma non voglio far ingit. 
ria a lut. 

Quivi la Signora Emilia par ri- 
dendo diffe, le Donne non hanno bi- 
Sogno dt difensir alcuno contra actu- 
fator di cosi poca autorita: perd la- 
Seiate pur il Signora Gafparo in que- 
fia perverfa opinione, © nata pit 
preflo dal fuo non haver mai tro- 
vato donna, che Vhabbia voluto ve- 
dére, che da mancamento alcuno del- 
le donne; & feguitate voi il ragio- 
namento delle facétie. 


Allhora Meffer Bernardo, Vera- 
mente Signora diffe, homai parmi ha- 
ver detto di molti lochi, onde cavar 
jt poffono mottt arguti, i quali poi 
hanno tanto pin gratia, quanto fono 
accompagnati da una bella narratio- 
ne. ‘Pir ancor moltt altri fi potrian 
dive; come guandod, 0 per accréfcere, 
0 per minuire, fe dicon cofe che eccé- 
dono incredibilmente la verifimilitus 
dine. Et di quefla forte fa quella, 
che diffe Mario da Volterra duu 
Prelato, che fi tenea tanto grand’- 
huomo, che, quando egli entrava in 
San Pretro, sabbaffava, per non da- 
ve della tefia nell architravo della 
Porta. 

‘Diffe ancéra iL Magnifico noffro 
qui, che Golpino {uo fervitore era 
LANLO MAZr os &S fecco, ch’una mattina 
foffiando fottal fico per accénuderho, 
era flato portato dal fumo {i per lo 
camino, infino alla cima; © efféndofi 
per forte traverfato ad una di quelle 
fuefirette, havéva havuto tanto di 
ventura, che non era. volato via ins 
freme con effo. 

Dife ancor Meffer Auguftino’ Be- 
VaZZano, cheuno.avaro, it gual non 

baveva 


a 
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baveva voluto véndere il grano, men- 
tre ch’era caro, vedendo che poi sera 
molto avilito, per difperatione s’im- 
pico ad un trave della fia camera: 
& havendo un fervitor fuo fentito il 
firépito, corfe, © vide il patron im- 
piccato,  preftamente taglio la fit- 
we, © cos? liberollo dalla morte: da- 
pot Lavaro tornato in sé, volfe che 
quel fervitore gli pagaffe la fua fune, 
che tagliata gli havea. 

Di quefla forte pare aucor, che fia 
guella, che diffe Lorenzo de Médici 
ad un buffin freddo: Non mi farefte 
videre, fe mi follecitafti. Et mede- 
Simaménte rifpofe ad un’altro friocco, 
al quale una mattina Vhavea trova- 
to zu letto molto tardt, e gli rimpro- 
werava tldormir tanto; dicéndogli, 
20 4 queft’ bora fon flato in mercato 
novo  vecchio, poi fuor della porta 
@ San Gallo, intorno alle mura a far 
efercitio, ho fatto mill’alire cofe, 
voi ancir dormite? Diffe allbora 
Lorenzo, pit vale quello, che ho fo- 
fuato in uwhora 10, che quello che 
bavete fatto in quattro voi. 

LE; ancor bello, quando con una ri- 
Sporfia Vhuomo riprende quello, che 
par che riprender non voglia. Come 
2) Marchefe Federico di Mantua, Pa- 
dre della Signora Ducheffa noftra, ef- 
fendo atavola con molti gentil’ hud- 
mint, un defi, dapot che hebbe man- 
Siato tutto un mineftro, diffe, Szgnor 
Marchefe perdonatemi;. 5 cos} det- 
£0, comincio a forbzre guelbrodo, che 
Sliera avanzato. Allhora il Mar- 
chefée fibito diffe, domanda pur per- 
dono ai porci, che & me non fai tu 
ingiuria alcuna. 

Diffe ancéra Meffer Nicolo Leéni- 
co per taffar un Tiranno, c¢havea 
falfamente fama di liberale; penfate 
Quant e@ 


fell his Corn when it bore a high Price, 
and finding it afterwards grow much 
cheaper, out of mere Defpair, hang’d 
himfelf on a Beam of his Chamber : His 
Servant hearing a Noife, came up inftant- 
ly, and feeing his Mafter hanging, cut 
the Rope, and fav’d him: When the 
poor fordid Creature was come to himfelf, 
he infifted upon it that the Man. thould 
pay for the Halter he had cut. 


In this kind likewife is that of Lorenzo 
de Medicis to a Pretender to Archnefs: 
Sir, your tickling me will never make me 
laugh. And when another very filly Fel- 
low furpriz’d him one Morning very late 
in Bed, and reprov’d him for his Lazi- 
nefs, fince he truly had been that very 
Morning in the Market, walked quite 
round the Town, and tranfaéted a thou- 
fand Affairs : Why Man, faid he, what 
I havedream’d in one Hour, is of much 
greater Confequence than what you have 
been employ’d about thefe four. 


There is-fomething diverting alfo in 
the Reproof of what feem’d not likely to 
meet with one.. As the Marquis Frede- 
rick of Mantua, Father of our Duchefs, 
being at Table with many Gentlemen; 
one of them, having eaten up his Plate of 
Soop, faid, I afk your Pardon, Mar- 
quis, and immediately began to {up up 
what remain’d on the Table. Afk that of 
the Hogs faid the Marquis, for indeed 
you.do me not the leaft Injury. 


Nicolo Leonico hearing a Tyrant ho- 
nour’d with the Character ofa liberal Per- 
fon, which he ill deferv’d; you may 
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judge, faid he, how liberal he muft be, 
who not only gives away his own Goods, 
but thofe of others too. 

There is likewife a handfome kind of 
Raillery, which confifls in a certain Difi- 
mulation, when-we fpeak one thing and 
mean another: I don’t fay the quite con- 
trary; asif we were to calla Dwarf Giant, 
cr a Negroe white, ora very ugly a very 
beautiful Perfon; becaufe the Contrarie- 
ty is too manifeft; tho’ even this fome- 
times adminifters Mirth : but when in a 
grave and ferious Tone, we jeftingly ex- 
prefs that, which inwardly we pay no 
Regard or Affent to. As a Gentleman 
telling a very flagrant Lye to Augultine 
Foglietta, and with great Earneftnefs a- 
vouching it, becaufe he faw him fcrupu- 
lous in believing it. Sir, faid Auguftine 
at laft, if I may ever hope any Favour at 
your Hands, grant it me now in excufing 
me for not being able to believe what you 
affert. The other, with a folemn Oath, at- 


tefting the Truth of what he had declar’d: 
well, faid he, fince you will have it fo, 


{ will believe you, out of the greateft 
RegardI have for you; to approve which, 
{ would not ftick even to a more difficult 
Matter. 


Almoft in the fame way was that of Don 
John de Cardona, of one who was taking 
his Leave of Rome; I think he is going 
about an unadvifed Action ; for really he 
is fuch a Villain, that were he to continue 
in Rome, he might bid fair for the Pur- 
pie. 

So likewife that of Alphonfo Santa- 
eroce, who having fuffer’d a little before 


fome Hardfhips from the Cardinal of 


Pavia, and walking with a few Friends 
out of Bologna, near the Place of Execu- 
tion where was a Man lately hang’d; he 

turn’d 
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quanta liberalita regna in cofiui, che 
won folamente dona la robba fua, ma 
ancor Laltrutz. 

Affar gentil modo di facétie & an- 
cor quello, che confifte in una certa 
aiffimulatione, quando fi dice una co- 
fa, § tacitamente fe ne intende un’- 
altra: non dico gia di quella manie- 
va totalmente contraria; ccme fe ad 
un Nano fi diceffe Gigante, 6 aun 
negro bianco, 0 véroad un brutté{i- 
mo bellifimo ; perché fon troppo ma- 
nifefte contrarieta; benche guefte an- 
cor alcuna volta fanno ridere: ma 
quando con un parlar fevero, & gra- 
Ve, glocando fi dice piacevolmente 
guello, che non sha in aduimo Come 
dicendo un gentil huomo una efpreffa 
bugia a Meffer Agoftin Foglietta, & 
afermandola con efficacia, perché gli 
parea pur che effo affai difficilmente 
la credeffe. Diffe in ultimo Meffer 
Agiftino, Gentil’hudmo, fe mai {pe- 
ro haver piacer da vol, fatemi tanta 
gratia, che fiate contento ch’io nox 
creda cofa, che voi diciate. Replj- 
cando pur cofiui, con facramento, 
effer la verita: in fine diffe, pot che 
vol pir cosi volete, io lo crederd per 
amor voftro; perché in véro io farei 
ancéy maggior cofa per Vor. 

Quafi di quefia forte diffeDon Gio- 
vannt di Cardona d’uno, che fi vole- 
va partir di Roma; Al parer mio 
cofiurpexfamale; perche é tanto {ce- 
levato, che flando in Roma ancor col 
tempo potria effer Cardinale. 


Dé que, a forte ¢ ancor quello, che 
diffe Alfonfo Santa croce, if guale 
bavendo havuto poco prima alcupi 


oltrage: dal Cardinale di Pavta, & 
Tone ae OEP CHER A 
paffegiando fuori di Bologna con al- 


cunt gentit hudmint preffo al loco do- 
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we ft fa la giuftttia; §§ vedéndovi 
uw huomo poco prima impiccato, fe 
Et rivolto con un certo afpetto cogé- 
tabondo, & diffe tanto forte, che 0¢n’- 
un lo fenti: Beato tu, che non hai 
che fare col Cardinale di Pavia. Ex 
quefia forte di facétie, che tiene delp- 
wronico, pare molto conveniente ad 
hutmini grandi, perche é grave, & 
Silfa, © poffiufar nelle cofe giocofe, 
ancor nelle fevere. Perd molti 
anutichi, & de 2 pid eftimati ’hanno 
ufata, come Catdne, Scipione Africa- 
u0 minore: ma fopra tutti in quefta 
ditefi effer ftato eccellente Sécrate 
Liléfofo; & a nofiri tempi il Re Al- 
Sonfo primo d’ Aragona; il guale ef: 
fendo una mattina per mangtare, le. 
wofft molte pretiofe anella, che nell; 
ditt havea, per non baguarle nello 
lavar delle mani; €§ cosi le diede b 
quello, che prima gli occorfe, guafe 
Senza murar chi foffe. Quel fervi- 
Lore pensd. che’l Ré non haveffe po- 
fio cura, a cui date LVhaveffe, & che 
Ler zt penfieri di maggior importautia 
facil cofa foe, che in tutto fe lo 
Sbordafe; Sin quefto pit ft confr- 
md, vedendo cheb Re pitt non le rido- 
mandava: §§ flando giorni, & Settt- 
mane, S mefi fenza fentirne mai pa- 
VOlay ft pensd dé certo effer ficuro. Et 
cost effendo vicino all’anno, che gite- 
Sto gle era occorfo, uwaltra mattina, 
pur guando il Ré voleva mangiare, 
St rapprenfentd, & porfe la mano per 
Pigliar le annella: allborail Re ac- 
coftatofegl: all’orecchio , gli diffe, 
baflinti le prime, che quefte faran 
buoue per uw altro. Vedete, come il 
motto e fulfo, ingeniofo, 8 grave, 
degno veramente della magnanimita 
aun Aleffandro, 
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fome'time on him: at laft, Happy, faid 
he, in a Voice which all might hear, 
happy thou, who haft nothing to do with 
the Cardinal of Pavia. And this fort of 
Irony is» very becoming in Perfons of 
Rank, as it has fomething grave and 
poignant in it, and fuits both ludicrous 
and ferious Matters. On which Account 
it was ufed by many of the moft illuttri- 
ous Ancients, as Cato, Scipio Africanus 
the younger, &c. but the moft excellent 
of them all in it is faid to have been So- 
crates the Philofopher; as King Alphon- 
fus the firft of Arragon was in our Time; 
who, wafhing himfelf juft before he fate 
down to Table, took from of his Fingers 
fome Rings of great Value, to avoid wet- 
ting them; and gavé them to him that 
ftood next, without feeming to mind 
who he was. The Servant thought the 
King had taken no Notice to whom he 
deliver’d his Rings, and that amidf his 


important Affairs, he might eafily forget 
mp g y torg 


them wholly ; of this he was the more 
confident, becaufe the King never afk’d 
for them again: and Days, Weeks, and 
Months pafling without any Mention of 
them, he look’d upon himfelf as perfectly 
fafe. About the End of the Year where« 
in this happen’d, he planted himfelf a fe- 
cond time near the King, when he took 
off his Rings, and reach’d out his Hand 
to receive them: when the King whif- 
per’d him in the Ear, you may be con- 
tent with what you already have, thefe 
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will ferve fome one elfe. A Speech how 
{mart, how witty and grave, and wor- 


der, 
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turn’d to him, and fixing his Eyes for 
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Not unlike this ironical Manner is the 
expreffing a difhonourable Thing in fa- 
vourable Terms. As a great Captain, 
when the Battle of Cirignola was over, 
and every thing quiet and compofed; 
feeing aGentleman coming towards him 
compleatly armed and fitted for an En- 
gagement, turn’d to Don Ugo di Cordo- 
na, and faid, no more Fear of Storms at 
Sea, for here St.Hermes appears; rebu- 
king the Gentleman in that fo foft a 
Phrafe: For as you know St. Hermes is 
always feen by the Sailors when the Tem- 
peft is ftill’d, and is regarded as a Sign of 
fair Weather; fo the General would hint, 
that the Appearance of that Gentleman 
was a Proof that ali Danger was over. 


Octavian Ubaldino alfo being in Flo- 
rence, in Company with fome Citizens 
of great Authority, and their Difcourfe 
turning on military Men, one of them 
afk’d him, if he knew Antonello da For- 
li, who had a little before fied from Flo- 
rence. Odtavian an{wer’d, I have no per- 
fonal Knowledge of him, but have heard 
that he is a brifk nimble Soldier. He 
fhew’d himfelf fo, faid another of the 
Florentines, at his Departure hence, in 
which he was fo very nimble, that he 
ftay’d not to afk Leave for it. 


There is likewife an agreeable Smart- 
nefs in making the very Words of ano- 
ther fpeak what he never thought of. 
Such was the Reply of our Duke to a 
certain Commander who had furrender’d 
St. Leo, whenthis State was taken by 
Pope Alexander, and beftow’d on Duke 
Valentine; at which time the Duke being 
in 
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Stmile a quefia maniera, che tense 
de allo irénico, é ancor un altro mo- 
do, quando con honefte parole fi né- 
mina una cofa vitiofa. Come diffe il 
Zran Capitano ad un fuo gentil huo- 
mo; it quale dopo la giornata della 
Cirignola, © quando le cofe gia éra- 
no in fecuro, gli venne incontro are 
mato riccamente, quanto dir ft poffa, 
come apparecchiato di combattere; & 
allbor it gran Capitano rivolto a Dor 
‘Ugo di Cardona, diffe; non habbiate 
hormai pit paura di tormento dt ma- 
re, che Santo Hermo é compartto; & 
con quella honefia parola lo punfe: 
perchée fapéte che Santo Hermo fem- 

re @ i marinart appare dopo latem- 
pefta, BG da fegno di tranguillita: 
Lit cosi volfe dire 1b gran Capitano, 
che effendo comparito quefto gentil’- 
huomo, era fegno che zl pertcolo gia 
era in tutto paffato. 

Efendo ancor il Signor Ottavia- 
no “Ubaldino a Forenza in compa- 
gnia aalcunt Cittadini di molte 
autorita, © ragionando di foldati, 
un dt que gli adimandd, fe conofce- 
va Antonells da Forli, it quale allho- 
va sera fuggito dallo flato di Fioren- 
za. Rifpofe it Signor Ottaviano, 10 
non lo conofco altrimenti, ma fempre 
ho fentito ricordare per un follies- 
to foldato. Diffe allhora um altro 
Fiorentino, Vedete comegh é follt- 
cito, che fi parte prima che domands 
hicéntia. 

Arguti motti fon ancoir quelli, 
guando del parlar proprio del compa- 
gno Phuomo cava quello, cheffo non 
vorrta. Et di tal modo intendo che 
rifpofe il Signor Duca nofiro a quel 
Caftellano che perdée San Leo, quando 
guefio Stato fi tolto da Papa Alef- 
Sandro, ©§ dato al Duca Valentino 3 
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rik gifs ited tempo, ch’10 ho det- ti sae and many of his Subjeéts co 
, Ventvany dt contint 20 det- tinually waiting n° 
fidditi & dargli sine ohle de’ fuoi privately hota pairs qe Eats 
eS come paffavan le cofe Pee. reft there came this Sis 3 eaee the 
ra gli altri vénnevi 40 0¢ato; himfelf in the bet » Who exculing 
Caftellano; i evi ancor quefto layi ¢ belt manner he could 
ae 7 guale dopo Pha: aying the Fault , and 
efcufato il meglio che $29 aoa fear not, Sir, faid au hard Fortunes 
la colva alla fia difirithe digi age fome way whereby S sf miele out 
gnor non dubitate 9 GAYE 5°) Ue» Aen, Yi . Leo may be reta- 
“pila é 2, che an - You need 
6 animo di far are To pt mnt bafta art wean ree nl not perplex your felf, 
ricuperar San Leo ¥, Hho fe poItrad have adtpady ae gly? that, for you 
7 08 hor ut S. 
zl Signor Duca, non ti affati rupee being retake ‘ eo into the way of 
Sa RA, poe any fi Brae . 
oF eS ; ? Ya4CVLO : 
an far di modo che'l ft pi é flato 
rare. pia ritupes 
Son alcun’ 
tw altri detti 
hbuomo conofci t, quando un’- T 
onofciuto peice A here is an ‘ 

Cn cofa, i ySE asians dice when a Perfon ym ravi Archnefs , 
[ctocchezza. Co , voceda da \ook nown Wit fays what 
_ GComeLaltro etorno di s towards an Ab : 
7p Camillo Nt e i € what Paleotto {poke va ay sig was 

ueflo pazzo fubito che es Bayes Lt ut the other 
Motto che ha comin- ; y; How fimple the M 
¢zato ad arrichire : Scie - the Man was, to di 
eee rr ichtre, fre wecrto. # sZ. juit as he was ftepping EAE sh 1e 
lation hi Ven modo.unacerta diffirs tune! Like this is that witt Dini ii 
alfa, S acuta Siriaas é° tion, when a M EOE a imula- 
mo (come ho d Sip guando ur huo- a Man of Abilities pretend 
; etto' prudent ,. not to underftand Pretengs 
u0n intender mle, Moja Thys re what he really doe 
Come diffe il Neevobefe ta aaa Can ig ato Frederick of Man. 
Melati 3 thefe kederico dt a3 tie, when quite tired id 
4a; 2 quale ertin M out by an im- 
dz pte § effendo fiinulat pertinent Man, that AY 
che plats Baget ooaring Neighbours had ftolen eee Ad 
glen 2 f{uoi Vicini : ? P : al of his Pi- 
Pighavano z aaltals eile eee oll the ane Snares for em, and held 
bara, e tuttavia in man ua Colom | on a ri one hanging by the Foot in 
uno impiccat ano me lenea » jut as he had found it de: 
baccio, che v3 rE ze infieme col fwer’d him, that he would t k a av 
» Ce Cost morto , about it; ake due Care 
eva; gli r if trovato Pha. *Pout it. But the troublefome Mar a 
Kah pofe, che ft ,  infitt < ne Man ftill 
41 faftidiofo non Fee ction: fe on his Lofs, and fhewing the Pi 
‘ : € UNG eon hano” . ga ie Pi. 
ee molte replicando guefto fuo ow aa ane’d as It was, Sir, faid he, what 
1 mofirar fempre il colomb Shee’ one do in this Matter? Wh real 
piccato, dicea par, & moo COSt 11%- y> reply’d the Marquis, my Opi ly real- 
gnor che fa pir, & che vi par §;- that you ought Bat JARO ee: 
7 far fi debba di qt weet esa ALE a a let the Pigeon be 
L Marchefe in dltimo, 2 quefia cofa? uried in the Church; for hanes) f: - 
fe, che per ni » a me par, dif: himfelf after th: ; g hang’d 
Yr niente quel colombo z f “T fat Manner, we may rea- 
non ionably believe him in Defpair y re 
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Almott after the fame fort was that of 
Scipio Nafica to Ennius: Scipio, on 
fome Bufinefs he had with Ennius, went 
to his Houfe, and calling to him at the 
Door, a Maid anfwer’d, that he was not 
at home; which Scipio over-heard her 
Mafter giving her Orders to fay; on 
this Anfwer he went away. It was not 
long after that Bnnius. m gas a Vifit to 
Scipio, and in like manner called for him 
at the Door, when Scipio himfelf anfwer- 
ed him with a loud: Voice, that he was 
notat home. How, not at home, reply’d 
Ennius,, don’t [know your Voice? You 
are very, uncivil, faid Scipio, I believed 
your Maid the other Day when fhe told 
me you was not at home, and now you 
won’t believe I am not, though I tell 
you fo my felf! 

It is alfo no fmall Pleafure to hear a Jeft 
turn’d on a Man’s felf, that he had firft 
made on his.Companions ; as Alonfo Ca- 
rillo being at the Court of Spain, and 
having run into fome youthful Errors, 
but fuch as were of no very great Impor- 
tance, the King commanded him to Pri- 
fon; where being confined one Night, 
the next Day he was releafed; and that 
very Morning coming to Court, he met 
with many of both Sexes; who all laugh- 
ed at his Confinement: AndI was migh- 
tily troubled, Alonfo, faid Boadilla, at 
your Misfortune ; for indeed we all 
thought you in a fair way to, be hang’d. 
1 muft own,. reply’d Alonfo inftantly, I 
had fome Fear on that Account; but was 
not out of Hopes that you would have 
aik’d me for your Hufband. 


A 


fia fepellito tuChiefa; perché effén- 


dofi impiccato da sé fleffo, @ da cré- 
dere. che foffe difperato. 
Quaft dt tal modo fa quel di Sct- 


pione Naffica ad Ennio: che effendo 


andato Scipioue a cafa d’E-nnio per 


parlargli,  chiamando git dalla 
‘hrada, una fia fante a rifpofe, che 


egli non era in cafa; 5 Scipione udi 
manife oflamente che Ennto propr 20 ha- 
vea detto alla Sante, che diceffe, ch’. 
eglt non erain cafa; cosi ft parti. 
Non molto apprefjo venne Ennio a 
cafa di Scipione, &§ pur medefimamen- 
te lo chiamava flando da baffo, a cui 
Scipione ad alta voce effo medéfimo 
rifpofe, che non era in cafa. All- 
hora Ennio, Come, non conofco id, ri- 
Jpofe, la voce tua? Diffe Scipione, 
tu fez troppo difcortefe,. altro gior- 
uo 10 credetti alla fante tud, che tu 
non foffi im cafa; & hora tu nol voi 
crédere a mé Ve 

£, ancor bello, quando uno vien 
morfo in quella medéfima cofa, che 
effo prima ha morfo il compagno; 
Come effendo Alonfo Carillo alla Cor- 
te di Spagna, © havendo commeffo 
alcunt errori giovemili, 5 non di 
molta importantia, per commanda- 
mento del Ré fi poflo im prigione; 
 guivi lafciato una notte. Ll di 
Seguente ne fi tratto; cost venen- 
do aPalazzo la mattina, giunfe nel- 
la fala, dove eran molti Cavalieri, 
€ Dame: 5 ridéudofi di quefia fua 
prigionta, diffe la Signora Boadilla. ’ 
Signor Alonfo, 2 mé molto pefava di 
quefia vofira difaventira; perche 
tutti quellt, che vi condfcono, penfa- 
vano ch’el Ré doveffe farvi impicca- 
re. Altbora Alonfo fibito, Signora 
diffe, 10. ancor bebbi. gran patra di 


quefio;. 
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guefio, pir havea fperanza che vot 
mi dimandajle per marito. 

Vedete come quefto é acuto & inge- 
niofo; perché in Spagna, come ancor 
in molti altrt lochi, ufanza é, che 
guando fi mena uno alle forche, fe 
una meretrice publica Laddimanda 
per marito, donafegl la vita. 

Di quefto modo rifpofe ancor Ra- 
faello pittore a duiCardinali fuoi do- 
méfiicz, z« quali per farlo dire, taf- 
favano in preféntia fua una ta'vola, 
chegl: havea fatta, dove érano San 
Pietro, §5 San Paulo: dicendo, che 
guelle due figure érano troppo roffe 
nelVifo. Allhora Rafaello fibito dif- 
fé@, Signorz non v1 maravigliate, che 
zo quefto ho fatto a fommo fiidio ; 
perche é dacrédere, che San Pietro 
© San Paulo s¢ano, come gui ghi ve- 
dete, ancor incielo cosi roffi, per ver- 
gogna, cheta Chiefa fia fia governa- 
ta-da tali huémini, come fete voi. 

Sono ancor argutt quei motti, che 
hauno in sé una certa naftofia fufpi- 
tion di rédere: Come lamentandofi un 
marito molto;  piangendo fua mo- 
glie, che da sé fleffa Sera-ad un fico 
impiccata; un-altvo fe gli accofio, & 
tivatolo per la vefie diffe, fratello, 
potret 10 per gratia grandiffima ha- 
ver un-vrametto-dt quel fico, per in- 
fertre ia qualche albero dell’horto 
mio ¢ 

Son alcuni altri motti patienti, 
detts lentamente con una certa gra- 
vita. Come portando un contadino 
una caffa in fpalla, urto Catone con 
ef, pot diffe, guarda. Rifpofe Cato- 
ne, hat tu altro in fpalla, che quella 


caffa¢ 


Ridefi ancir, quando uw huomo 
haveudo fatto u@errore, per rimes 


diarlo; . 
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A fhrewd Piece of Wit; for in Spain, 
as in many other Places, the Cuitom is, 
when any one is going to the Gallows, if 
a common Strumpet will demand him for 
her Hufband, his Life is fpared. 


Juft fuch an Anfwer Raphael made to 
two’ Cardinals his Intimates, who in or- 
der to make him talk, criticifed on a Pi- 
cture he had drawn of St. Peter and St. 
Paul: faying, that the Faces of the two 
Figures were by many Degrees too red. 
Gentlemen, faid Raphael, don’t be con- 
cerned at that,. for it is what I did on Pur- 
pofe; fince St..Peter and St. Paul, as red 
as. you fee them here, are juft the fame in 
Heaven, through Shame that the Church 
fhould be govern’d by fuch as you are, 


Werlikewife are well enough pleafed 
with a more obfcure and covert Ridicule : 
As when a Man was making a molt lamen- 
table Moan that his Wife had hang’d her 
felf on a Fig-Tree; dear Sir, faid ano- 
ther to him, pulling him by the Coat, it 
would be the higheft Obligation, if you 
would Favour me with a Slip of it to 
graft on a Tree of mine? 


Other Sayings there are recomniended. 
by the Calmnefs and Gravity wherewith 
they are utter’d.. As a Countrey Man 
carrying a Box on his Shoulder run it a- 
gainft Cato, and afterwards cry’d out, 
take Care, What, reply’d Cato calmly, 
have you then fomething elfe on. your 
Shoulder befides the Box? 

Weare diverted alfo, when a Man ha- 


; 
ving made fome Miftake, in order to re- 
medy 
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medy it, fays defignedly what appears 
very filly, but yet anfwers the End for 
which it was faid; he extricating himfelf 
by it out of the Difficulties which entan- 
gled him. As there being in the Council 
at Florence two declared Enemies, (which 
often happens in thefe Commonwealths) 
one of them, of the Houfe of Altoviti, 
fell afleep$ the Perfon that fate next him, 
for the Jeft’s fake, pufhing him, afk’d, if 
he heard what his Enemy of the Houle of 
the Alamanni faid? who indeed fate en- 
tirely filent; adding, that the whole 
Council expected his Reply. On which, 
{tanding up half afleep as he was, I mutt 
affert, Gentlemen, faid he, the quite con- 
trary to what he of the Almanni has {po- 
ken. What’s the Matter, anfwer’d the 
other, I fpoke nothing: Why then, faid 
he of the Altoviti, the quite contrary to 
what you will fpeak. 


Of the fame Nature was that of Sera- 
phin the Phyfician here in Urbin; a 
Countryman had received fuch a Blow on 
his Eye, as had indeed beat it quite out 
of his Head; but {till great were his Ex- 
pectations fromSeraphin’s profound Skill; 
to him therefore he goes immediately ; 
who, though at firft he knew how little 
Service he could be of to him; yet, to 
fetch Money as dexteroufly out of his 
Hand, as the Blow had his Eye out of his 
Head, made him large Promifes every 


Day ; demanding as often a Fee from 


him, and affuring him of the Recovery 
of his Sight within five or fix. The poor 
Countryman was very liberal of what lit- 
tle he had; but finding the Cure ftill put 


off, began to complain of his Phyfician, 


and to lament that he had no more the 
Ofe.of his Eye, than if it were not in his 
Head: 





diarlo, dice una cofa a fommo firkaio, 
che par fciocca, & pir tende a quel 
jine, che effo difegna; © con quella 
Satuta, per non reftar impedtto. Co- 
me a queftt di in configho di Fiorenza 
ritrovadofi dot uemsci, (come f{peffa 
interviene in quefte Republiche) Vue 
n0 a’effi, tL quale era di cafa Alto- 
vitt, dormiva; © quell, che gli fe- 
deva vicino, per ridere, benche’l fio 
adverfario, cheera di cafa Alaman- 
uz non parlafe, née havelfe parlato, 
toccandolo col cubito, lo rifvegho, e 
diffe, Non odi tu cid che il tal dice? 
rifpoud:, che z Signore domandan del 
parer tuo. Allbora V Altoviti tutto 
founachiofo, § fenza penfar altro 
Si levd in piedi, &§ diffe, Signori io 
dico tutto zl contrario di quello, che 
ha detto l’ Alamanni.. Rifpofe I’ A- 
lamanni, oh, 10 non ho detto nulla : 
fubito diffe L Altoviti, di quello che 
tu dirat. 

Diffe ancir di guefto modo maefiro 
Serafino médico voftro “Urbinate ad 
un contadino; il qual havendo havu- 
ta una gran percofja in um occhio, de 
forte, che in véro glielo havea cava- 
to; deliberd pur ai andar per rimé- 
dio a maeftro Serafino; © effo vedén- 
dolo, benche conofceffe effer impofsi- 
bile il guarirlo; per cavargli denar; 
delle mani, come quella percoffa giz 
havea cavato Vocchio della tefta, gli 
promife largamente di guarirlos & 
cosi ogni di gli adimandava denari, 
affermando che fra cinque 0 fei di, 
cominciaria a ribaver la vifta. Il 
pover contadino gli dava quel poco, 
che havea; pir vedendo a la cofa 
andava in lungo, comincid a dolerfe 
del médico, © dir che non fentiva 
miglioramento alcuno, née difiernéa 
con quell’occhio pit, che fe nom Wha- 


veffe 








velfe bavuto in capo. In ultimo ve- 
dendo maeftro Scrafizo, che poco pin 
potea trargli di mano, diffe, Fratel- 
lo mio bifogna haver patiéntia; tu 
hai perduto locchio, née pia ve ri- 
médio alcuno; 6 “Dio voglia, che tu 
non perdi anco quell’altro. ‘Udendo 
guefto zl contadtuo fi mife a prange- 
re,  dolerfi forte, 6 dif; Maefiro, 
vot mhavete affafinato, © rubato i 
miet denari, 10 mt lamentero al Si- 
gnor Duca; © facea t maggiori firt- 
di del mondo. Allbora maefiro Sera- 
jino in célera, &6 per fvilupparfi, ab 
villan traditor diffe, dunque tu an- 
cor vorreftt havéer dui occhi, come 
hanno 2 cittadini, §§ giz huomini da 
bene? vattenein maVhira, Et que: 
fle parole accompagnd con tanta fi- 
ria, che quel pévero contadino {pa- 
ventato fi tacque,  cheto cheto fe 
wandd con ‘Dio, credéndoft a’ haver 
zl torto. 

E ancor bello, quando fi dechiara 
una cofa, 0 fi intérpreta gtocofamén- 
te. Come alla corte di Coie com- 
parendo una mattina a palazzo un 
Cavaliero, il quale era brutifimo, & 
la moghie, che era bellifima, Luno 
& Paltro vefiitz di damafto bianco, 
diffe la Regina ad Alonfo Carillo, che 
ut par Alonfo di quefiz duz? Signora, 
rifpofe Alonfo, parmi che quefia fiala 
Dama, 5 queftolo Afco, che vuol dir 
Schifo. 

Vedendo ancir Rafael de Pazzi 
una léttera del Prior dt Mefstna, che 
eght firiveva ad una fia Signora, il 
Sopra fcritto della qual dicea, Ejfia 
carta sha da dar & quien caufa mi 
peuar: parmi diffe, che quefta létte- 
va vada 2 Paulo Tholofe. Penfate 
come rifero 2 circonftanti, perché 
ogw’uno fapea che Paulo Tholofa ha- 

Vea 
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Head. Seraphin perceiving how low the 
Man’s Purfe run, Friend, faid he, the 
Truth is, you have loft your Eye; Pa- 
tience is your only Remedy; I hope in 
God that you will keep the other. The 
poor Fellow grew outragious at this; 
cry’d out he had been robb’d, been plun- 
der’d, and that he would certainly ac- 
quaint the Duke with his Cafe. Why, 
you vile Rafcal, faid Seraphin, pretend- 
ing a moft violent Paffion to get rid of 
the Countryman, would fuch a beggarly 
Scoundrel as you, have as many Eyes as 
Perfons of Honour and Reputation? get 
you gone for a Rogue as you are. He deli- 
ver’d this with fuch an Air of Fury, that 
the Countrey Fellow, all Silence, ftole 
away and hufh’d up the Matter, as if the 
Fault had been wholly on his Side. 


It is alfo not a little entertaining, to 
give a humourous Relation or Interpreta- 
tion of a Matter. As one Morning a Gen- 
tleman, who was very ugly, being at the 
Spanifh Court along with his Lady, who 
was very handfome, bothof them drefs’d 
in white Damafk, the Queen afk’d Alon- 
fo Carillo, what he thought of them. To 
whom he return’d this Anfwer: Madam, 
the Lady is the Dam, and the Gentleman 
is the Afk, 


As Raphael de Pazzi, feeing a Letter 
from the Prior of Meffina to a Lady he 
admired, fuperfcribed, This to the Perfon 
the Caufe of all my Pain: I think, faid 
he, that it ought to be deliver’d to Paul 
Tholofa. You muft judge what Mirth 
this muft occafion , fince the Company 
well knew. that Paul had lent the Prior 
ten thoufand Ducats; which his prodigal 

way 


oleh 
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way of Life had render’d him unable to 


repay. 


Some Affinity to this has the admonifh- 
ing another, when you feem only to in- 
tend the counfelling him. Such was that 
of Cofmo deMedicis to a Friend, who 
had a large Share of Fortune, and but a 
{mall one of Senfe; and who through Cof- 
mo’s means had obtained an Employ out 
of Florence: he leaving Florence to at- 
tend his Employment, and afking Cof- 
mo’s Advice how he ought to conduct 
himfelf init, his Anfwer was, drefs grave- 
ly, and fpeak little. 


The very fame was Count Lewis’s 
Reply to one who hada mind to pafs In- 
cognito through a certain dangerous 
Place, but knew not how well to difguife 
himfelf: Why, faid the Count, appear in 
the Habit of a Doctor, or fome fage Per- 
fon. 

. So Gianotto de Pazzi to one who would 
adorn a military Habit with the moft dif- 
ferent Colours, you need but take, faid 
he, the Words and Actions of the Cardi- 
nal of Pavia. 

Things which have no manner of re- 
lation to each other, are fometimes the 
Occafion of Mirth. As Antonio Rizzi’s 
fpeaking of a certain Forlivefe, Can he 
be fuch a Fool, and his Name Bartholo- 
mew? And that of fome other Perfon, 
you are looking out for fome body to 
take Care of your Horfes, and have none; 
and here’s one that has every Thing but 
Money anda Horfe. So likewife are o- 
ther I’hings that feem to agree. As late- 
ly, when a Friend of ours was fufpeécted 
of fome indire& Praétices about the Re- 
fignation of a Benefice, and at that time 
there fell fick another Incumbent ;_ what 

are 
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vea preftato al Prior dieci mila du- 
catt; © effo per effer gran f{pendito- 
re, non trovava modo di réndergli. 

A queflo é simile, quando fi da u- 
na admonition famigliare in forma 
dt configlio, pir diffimulataménte. 
Come diffe Céfimo de Médicz ad un 
fuo amico, il qual era affat rico, 
ma di non molto fapére; © per mez- 
20 pur di Céfimo havea ottenuto un’ 
officio fuori di Firenze: © diman- 
dando coftut, nel partir fuo, a Cofimo, 
che modo gli paréa, che egh havefea 
tener per governarft bene in quefio 
fSuo offcio, Céfimo gli rifpofe, Vefté 
di rofato, © parla poco. 

‘Di quefia forte fa quello, che dif- 
Se sl Conte Ludovico ad. uno, che vo- 
lea paffar.incdguito per un. certo loco 
pericolofo, © non fapea. come trave- 
fitrfi: © efféndone il Conte adiman- 
dato, rifpofe, Véftiti da Dottore, o 
dt qualche altro habito da favio. 

‘Diffe ancir Giannotto de Pazzi 
ad un, che volea far un faio d’arme 
de 2 pin diverfi colori che fapeffe tro- 
vare, piglia parole,  opre del Car- 
dinal di‘Pavea. 


Rideft ancor dalcune cofe difcre- 
antt. Come diffe uno Laltro giorno 
a Meffer Anténio Rizz0 d'un certo 
Forlivefe, Penfate se pazz0, che 
ha nome Bartolomeo? Et uwaltro, 
tu cerchi un maefiro dt Stalla, © now 
haicavalli; a cofiut non manca pe- 
rd altro,chela robba, el cavallo. Et 
d’alcuw altre, che paion confentanee. 
Come & quefli di, effendo flato fifpi- 
tione che uno amico noftro haveffe fat- 
to fare una renintia falfa d’yn be- 
neficio, effendo pot malato un’ altro 
prete; diffe Antonio Torello a quel ta- 
le, che ftai tu a far che non mandi 
per 
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Per quel tuo Notaro, & vedi di car- 
pire quef altro beneficio ? 


Medefimaménte d’alcune, che nou 
fono confentanee. Come L altro gior- 
no bavendo il Pasa mandato per 
Meffer Giovanni Luca da Pontrémo- 
lo, per Meffer Doménico dalla 
Porta, 2 quali (come fapete) fon 
tuttz dur gobbi, © fattogl: Auditéri, 
diwendo voler indrizzar la Rota; 
diffeMeffer Latin fuvenale, Noftro Si- 
Zunore Singanna, volendo con duztorti 
wndrizzar la Rota. 

Ridefi ancor fpeffo, quando LV huo- 
mo concede quello, che fe gli dice, & 
ancor pit, ma mofira inténderlo al- 
tramente. Come, effendo il Capitan 
Peralta gia condotto in campo per 
combattere con Aldana: e domindan- 
do il Capitan Molart, ch eraPatrino 
a Aldana, a@ Peralta il sacramento, 
Shaveva adoffo brevi, 0 incanti, che 
lo guardaffero d’effer fertto; Peral- 


ta giuro che non havea adoffo née bre-- 


Ul, HC incanti, née religuie, ne devo 
tzone alcuna in che haveffe fede: All- 
hora Molart, per puncerlo, che fof 
fe Marrano, diffe ; non vaffaticate in 
guclto, che fenza giurare credo che 
non habbiate fede né ancor in Chri- 
flo. 

F; ancor bello ufar le metafore a 
lempo in tat propdofiti; Come il no- 
Jiro maeftro Marc Anténio, che diffe 
@ Botton da Cefena, che lo fimulave 
fon parole; Botton Bottone tu farai 
un di it Bottone, el capefiro fara la 
fenefirella. Et havendo ancor mae- 
firo Marc Antonio, compofio una mol- 
to lunga Comédia, €8 di varii att? ; 
diffe it medéfimo Botton, pur a Mae- 
firo Maré Antonio, 2 far la voflra 
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217 
are you doing, faid Antonio Torello te 
him; why don’t you get your Notary, 
and find fome way of coming at this other 
Living? 

We are pleafed alfo at fuch as do not 
altogether agree. As the Pope, but a few 
Days ago, making John Luca da Pontte- 
moli and Dominico dalla Porta, both 
crooked Perfons, Auditors of the Rota, 
and declaring that he was fully refolved 
to rectify it; I cannot fee, fays Latin Ju- 
venale, how the making crooked Perfons 
concerned in the Rota, can ever be the 
way to rectify it. 


Nor is it unentertaining, when we 
grant all that has been faid, and even 
more, but underftand it quite otherwife. 
As Peralta an Officer, being to fight a 
Duel with Aldana; and Molart Aldana’s 
Second requiring Peralta to {wear that he 
had about him no Charm, nothing that 
could fecure him from Wounds ;. Peralta 
took his Oath, that he had about him no 
Characters, Charms, Relicks, or any re- 
ligious Thing, to which he gave the leaft 
ait ian beats enough, faid Molart; for 
giving you an Oath is to very little Pur- 
pofe, who I believe have no Faith in the 
Gofpel itfelf. 


Metaphors are very fuccefsfully ufed in 
this Way, as Mare Antonio, being one 
Day exafperated by fome Words of But- 
ton of Cefena; O Button, Button, faid 
he, the Time will come when thou fhalt 
be the Button, and a Halter the But- 
ton Hole. So the fame Marc Antonio 
having wrote a very long Comedy, and 
of many Aéts; to play your Comedy, 
Friend Antonio, {a@% Botton, one had 
need of all the Wood in 

Ff 


Sclavonia. 
Whereas 
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Whereas only three Pieces, anfwer’d An- 
° [ 
tonio, would be enough for your Trage- 


dy. 


We often too ufe a Word in which 
there is a conceal’d Signification, very 
different from the appearing one: As 
when a General was fpoken of, in a 
Company where the Prefect here was, 
who having loft many Battels, and acci- 
dentally gaining one, appear’d on that 
Occafion in a triumphant Manner, clad 
ina fine Suit of crimfon Velvet; which, 
obferv’d the Perfon who told the Sto- 
ry, he always wore after a Victory: That 
Suit of his, faid the Prefect, was. then 
certainly a new one. 


It is not lefs agreeable, when we make 
an Anfwer to a Thing that was never 
faid; or feem to believe that a Thing has 
been done, which indeed has not, tho?’ it 
ought to have been. Thus Andrew Cofcia 
vifiting a Gentleman, who fate himfelf, 
and never offer’d him a Seat; fince you 
Jay your Commands on me, faid Cofcia, I 
will, to oblige you, takea Seat; and feat- 
ed himfelf immediately. 


The accufing ones felf of fome Failure, 
when done witha good Grace, is alfo di- 
verting enough. As the other Day, when 
T'told the Duake’s Chaplain that fuch a 
one faid Mafs in a much lefs Time than 
he did: How-is that poffible, anfwer’d he 
in my Ear, for of fome part of it I don’t 
fay a third. 


Biagin Crivello, when a Prieft of Milan 
was killed, requefted his Benefice, which 


notwith- 


Comédta bifogneranno, per l’apparatos 
guanti legni fono in Schtavonia. Rt- 
fpofe maefiro Mare Antonio, © per 
Lapparato della tua Tragédia bafte- 
ran tre folamente. 

Speffo fi dice ancor una parola, 
nella quale é una nafcofia fignifica- 
tione lontana da quello, che par che 
dir fi voglia: Come il Signor Pre- 
fetto gui, fentendo ragionare d’un 
Capitano, il quale in vero a fuoi de 
il pin delle volte ha perduto, © all- 
hor pir per aventira havea vinto ; 
& dicendo colui che ragionava, che- 
nella entrata che egli haveva fatta 
zn quella terra, Sera vefitto un bel- 
lifimo faio di velluto chermofino, il 
gual portava fempre dopo le vitto- 
rie: diffe il Signor Prefetto, dee effer 
NU0U0» 

Non meno induce iL rifo, quando 
talhor fi rifponde &2 quello, che non 
ha detto colui, con cut fi parla, over 
fi moftra creder che hdbbia fatto 
quello, che non ha fatto, 9 dovea fa- 
re. Come Andrea Coftta, effendo an- 
dato a wvifttare un gentiPhuomo, it 
guale difcortefemente lo lafttava fla- 
ve in piedi, & effo fedéa, diffe; pot 
che Voffignorta, me lo commanda, per 
obedire 10 fedevd; © cost fi pofe a 
fedére. 

Ridefi ancor, guando L’huomo con 
buona gratia accufa fe fleffo di qual- 
che ervore. Comé altro giorno dicen- 
do io al Capellan del Signor Duca, 
che Monfienor mio haveva un Capel- 
lano, che diceva meffa piu prefto dz 
lui, mivifpofe, non é pofstbile: © ats 
voftatomifs alV orecchio, diffe, fappia- 
te, ch’io non dico un terzo delle fee 
crete. 

Biagin Crivello ancor, effendo fia- 
to morto un Prete 2 Milano, as 
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do il beneficio al Duca, il qual pir 
flava in opinion di darlo ad uwaltro. 
Biagin in ultimo vedendo che altra 
ragione non gli valea, © come! diffe, 
S10 ho fatto ammazzar il Prete, 
perche nou mi volete voi dar il be- 
neficto ? 

Fla gratia ancor fpeffo defiderare 
guelle cofe, che non poffono éffere. 
Come Laltro giorno un de nofiri, ve- 
dendo queftt Signor: che tutti gioca- 
vano d’arme, © effo flava colcato fi- 
praun letto, diffe ; Ob come mi piace- 
via, che ancor quefio foffe efercttio 
da valente huomo, 5 buon foldato ? 

£! aucor bel modo, §§ falfo di par- 
fare, © maffimamente in perfone 
gravt © dautorita, rifpéndere al 
contrarto di quello, che vorria colui, 
con chi fi parla, ma lentameute, 
guafi con una certa confideratione 
dubbiofa, 5 fufpefa. Come gia it Re 
LAlfinfo primo d’Avragoua, havendo 
donato ad un fuo fervitore arme, Ca- 
valli, G veft:menti, perché gh havea 


detto, che la notte avanti foguava, 


che fia Altezza gli dava tutte quel- 
te cofe; non mlto pot dicéndogli 
pur il medéfimo fervitore, che ancé- 
va quella notte havea fognato, che 
gt dava una buona quantita di fori- 
ui a’0ro, gli rifpofe; Non creditate 
da mo innanzt ai fognt, che non fono 
veritévolt. 

‘Di quefta forte rifpofe ancéra il 
Papa al Véfcovo di Cérvia, il quale 
per tentar la volouta fia, gli diffe, 
Padre Sauto per tutta Roma, & per 
lo palazzo ancéra fi dice, che V. §. 
mt fa Governatore. Allbora il Pax 
pa, Lafciategli dire, rifpofe, che fon 
vibaldi; nou dubitate, che non & vero 
niente. 

Potreé 
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notwithftanding the Duke refolved to dif- 
pofe of to fome one elfe. Biagin, feeing 
no Arguments could avail, at laft faid, 
how! have I been the Caufe of his Death, 
and fhall I not enjoy his Living? 


To exprefs a Defire of what cannot be, 
has alfo often in it fomething entertain- 
ing. AsaGentleman of this Place fee- 
ing moft of the honourable Perfons here 
prefent fencing for their Diverfion; oh! 
cry’d he, ftretch’d out on the Bed, how 
happy fhould I be, were this the Employ 
of a Man of Honour, and a Soldier? 

Nor is it otherwife, efpecially in a Per- 
fon of Rank and Figure, to anfwer the 
direct contrary to what he intends that 
{peaks, but this in a certain flow Man- 
ner, and with an Air of Doubt and Deli- 
beration. As King Alphonfus the firft of 
Aragon having given a Servant of his, 
Arms, Horfes and Cloaths, becaufe he 
had told him that he dream’d the Night 
before that. his Majefty had made him 
fuch a Prefent; and the fame Servant tel- 
ling him of another Dream of his, that 
he had received a great Sum of Money 5 
he anfwer’d, for the future give no Cre- 
dit to Dreams, for you may be fure there 
is nothing in them. 


Of the fame Kind was the Pope’s An- 
{wer to the Bithop of Cervia, who, to 
found him, faid, Holy Father, the whole 
Court and City will have it, that you 
have pitch’d upon me for Governour. 
Let the Fools talk, reply’d the Pope ; 
you may affure your felf, there is not a 


Word of Truth in it, 
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I could perhaps, Gentlemen, enume- 
rate many other Topicks, whence Ridi- 
cule is derived: As from exprefling our 
felves with Fear, with Wonder, with 
Threats, with Diforder, with immode- 
rate Paffion: Befides all which there are 
certain accidental Matters that extreamly 
divert us; fometimes a Silence attended 
with great Amazement , fometimes a 
Laugh out of Seafon. But I think I have 
been already long enough, fince there is 
fcarce any fort of Difcourfe which turns 
on Humour, that does not fall under one 
or other of the Heads already mention’d. 
As for what depends on Action, how nu- 
merous foever its Parts may be, yet are 
they capable of being reduced to a nar- 
row Compafs. In both Ways the great 
Thing to be attended to is to deceive the 
Opinion, and baulk the Expectations of 
thofe prefent: To give our Jeft a Spirit, 
we mutt diffemble, deride, reprove, 
compare, and do every thing quite con- 
trary to what is look’d for from us, And 
though all Jefts have fomething in them 
that difpofes us to Laughter, yet herein 
they operate after a different Manner : 
Some have in them a certain Elegance 
and modeft Humoroufnefs; others are 
fevere upon us, fometimes fecretly, 
fometimes openly; and a third fort af- 
fects us by a lafcivious Allufion: Thefe 
delight our Fancy foon as heard, others 
the more they were thought on; fome 
raife our Blufhes, fome our Spleen. But 
in all the feveral Ways, Regard ought to 
had, how the Audience is difpofed. To 
jeft with the afflicted, is to heighten their 
Sorrows: And fome Diforders are of fuch 
a Nature, that the Medicines prefcribed 
for their Cure are their Increafe. 


The 
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Potrei forfe ancéra, Signori, rac- 
corre moltt altri luochi, donde fica: 
vano mottiridtculi: come le cofe det- 
te con timidita, con maravigha, cou 
minaccie, fuor d’drdine, con troppo 
colera: oltra di quefto certi cafi nuo- 
U2, che interuenutt indicono il rife; 
tal hora la taciturnita con una certa 
marauiglta, tal hora il medéfimo rt- 
dere fenza propéfito. Maa meé par 
hormai hauér detto a baftanza; per- 
che le facétie, che confiftono nelle pa- 
role, credo, che non éfcano di que’ tér- 
mint, di che not havemo ragionato. 
Quelle pot, che fono nell effetto, a- 
venga che habbian infinite parti, par 
Jt ridicono a pochi capi. Ma nell una, 
nell altra forte, la principal cofa 
é lo ingannar la opinione, rifpon- 
dere altramente, che quello, che a- 
Jpetta ? Auditore: © é forza, fe la 
facétia ha dhaver gratia, fia condt- 
ta di quello inganno, 6 diffimulare, 0 
beffare, 0 ripréndere, 0 comparare, 6b 
qual altro modo voglia ufar P huomo. 
Et benche le facétie inducano tutte a 
ridere, fanno pero ancor in quefto ri- 
dere diverfi effetti: perché alcune 
hanno in fe una certa elegantia, & 
praceuolezza modefta; altre pingo- 
no tal’ bor copertamente, tal hor pub- 
lico; altre hanno del lafcivetto; al- 
tre fanno ridere fubito, che s'dédono : 
altre quanto pia vi fi penfa; altre 
colrifo fanno ancéra arroffire; altre 
wnduconoun poco d'ira. Ma in tutti i 
modi sha daconfiderare la difpofition 
de glianimi de gli Auditori. Perché 
a@ gli afflitts {pelo i giuochi danno 
macgior affitttione: & fono alcune 
infirmita, che quanto pik vi fi ado- 
pra medicina, tanto pin fi incrudeléf: 
COND. 


Havendo. 
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Havendo adunque il Cortegiano 
nel mottegagtare, dir pidcenolezze, 
rifpetto al tempo, alle perfone, al 
grado fio, 5 non di effer inci trop- 
po frequente; che m véro da fafit- 
dio tutto il giorno, im tuttt ¢ ragio- 
namenti,  fenza propofito far fem- 
pre fi quefto, potra effer chizmato 
faceto. Guardando ancéra di non effer 
tanto acerbo, &§ mordace, che fi fac- 
cia conofter per maligno, pungendo 
Senza caufa, over con ¢di0 maurfefto: 
over per fone troppo potenti, che é im- 
prudéutia;, over troppo 'mtfere, che 
€ crudeltad; ovéro troppo fcelerate, 
che é vanita ; over dicendo cofe, che 
offendan quelli, che effo non vorrta 
offéndere, che é ignorantia: perché 
Sitrévano alcunt, che fi crédono effer 
obligati a dir, 5 punger fenza ri- 
Spetto ogni volta che poéffono; vada 
pur pot la cofa, come vuole. FE tra 
quefti tali fon guelli, che per dire 
una parola argutamente, non guardan 
dimacular L honor d’una nobil donna: 
tlhe & maliffima cofa, 5 degna di 
graviffimo caftigo; perche in quefto- 
cafo le Donne fono nel numero de 

yifert ; S pero non méritano in cid 
Effere mordute, che non hanno arme 


da difender fi. 


Ma oltre a quefti rifpetti, bifo- 
gna che colui, che ha da effer piacé- 
vole & faceto, fia formato d’una cer- 
ta natura atta a tutte le forti di pia- 
cevolezze: & a quelle accémmodi i 
cofiumi, i gefli, el volto; it quale 
guanto e pik grave,  fevero, © 
faldo, tanto pin fa le cofé, che fon 
dette, parér falfe, 5 argute. 
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The Courtier therefore in his Pleafan- 
tries and Turns of Humour, regarding 
as he ought the Time when, the Perfons 
to whom he fpeaks, and his own Rank, 
and avoiding too long Continuance in 
the fame Strain, (fince it muft needs be 
tirefome to hear a ludicrous Manner car- 
ry’d on for Hours together, and run 
through all kind of Arguments) may juftly 
be reputed entertaining and facetious. It 
fhould be his Care alfo to avoid fuch Se- 
verity as may brand him for fpiteful and 
malicious; and all Reflections to which 
there has been no Provocation, and which 
carry too {trong an Appearance of Ha- 
tred: To provoke the Powerful would 
be imprudent; to jeft with the Miferable, 
cruel; and with the greatly Villanous, 
vain; as it would be Ignorance indeed to 
fay what might difpleafe them, whom we 
would not wifh difpleafed: and fome fuch 
we find who think themfelves bound to 
ufe the moft difobliging Expreffions, be 
the Confequence what it will. Among 
‘thefeare the Gentlemen, who rather than 
lofe their Jeft, will caft Reflections on the 
moft virtuous of the Female Sex: the ba- 
feft of Crimes, and worthy the heavieft 
Punifhment; for in this refpect Women 
are in the Number of the Miferable; and 
ought not to be attack’d, fince they are 
without Arms to defend themfelves, 

Befides all that has been laid down, to 
the finifhing the Man of Mirth and Plea- 
fantry, there is required fomething in his 
Nature difpofing him to delight and di- 
vert: This. his Behaviour, Gefture and 
Air, muft exprefs; in which the more 
of Gravity and Compofure there appears, 
his Words will have the more of Wit and 
Poignancy. 


And 
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And-now, Frederick, you that were 
for repofing your felf under fuch a bare 
Tree, and amidft fuch dry Reafonings, 
are I believe fufficiently uneafy, and con- 
clude your felf in an Inn of Montefiore. 
Like an experienced Courtier then, to 
avoid fuch coarfe Entertainment, raife 
your felf before your Time, and purfue 
your Journey. 


On the contrary, anfwer’d Frederick, 
I think my felf fo well placed, that Iam 
refolved to keep where I am for fome 
time longer; I will continue to repofe 
my felf till you have gone through your 
Subject; for there yet remains one part 
untouch’d of thofe you at firft mention- 
ed, viz. that Sort of Jeft which confifts in 
Action: and it is not fit that you fhould 
defraud the Company of your Sentiments 
on that Point. But as you have diverted 
us extreamly with what you have obfer- 
ved on witty Turns and Allufions, to the 
Ufe of which you have encouraged us by 
Inftances ‘taken frem Perfons of fuch high 
Rank, and Parts fo diftinguifhed,. by ci- 
ting Princes, Kings and Popes; I mutt 
beg you to proceed in the fame Manner 


-with the other part of your Subject, and 


fo embolden us to this fort of Mirth, that 
we may practice it on your felf. 

You will not be the firft, reply’d Ber- 
nardo Bibiena {miling, but I would not 
that you fhould think your felves fecure 
of Succefs,; for my Experience has put 
me on my Guard; and Iam grown like a 
Cur, that having fuffer’d from hot Wa- 
ter, dreads the cold. Of the Tafk en- 
join’d me, I believe I fhall acquit my felf 
in a few Words. That fort of Mirth 
which confifts in Action, I take to be a 
good-natured Deceit, in what gives very 
little, af any Offence. And as of my 

former 
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Ma v0i Meffer Federico, che pen- 
Safie di ripofarvi fotto quefto sfoghia- 
to albero, © nei miei Secchi ragio- 
namentt, credo, che ne fiate pentito, 
© wi paia effer entrato nell hofterta 
dt Montefiore. Pero ben fara, che 
a guifa di pratico Corriere, per fug- 
gir un trifto albergo, vi leviate un 
poco pia per tempo, che Lordinario, 
© feguitiate il camin vofiro. 

Anzi, rifpofe Meffer Federico, a 
cosi buon albergo fono 10 venuto, che 
penfo di flarvi pid, che prima non 
haveva deliberato; perd ripoferém- 
mi pir ancor fin a tanto, che voi di 
ate fine a tutt’l ragionamento pro- 
pofto; del quale havete lafciato una 
parte, che al principio nominafie, che 
fon le burle: © di cid non é buono, 
che quefia compagnia fia defraudata 
da voi. Ma fi come circa le facétie 
ct havete imfeguato molte belle cofe, 
© fattoci audaci nell ufarke, per efém- 
pio di tanti jingulari ingegni, & 
grand ’hudmini, © Principi, © Re, 
© + api; credo medefimaménte, che 
nelle burle ci da: ete tanto ardimento, 
che pigliaremo ficu ta di metterne in 
Opera qualch una ancora contra Gi 
VOL. 


Allhora Mefjér Bernardo ridendo, 
Vo non farete, diffe, i primi, ma 
forfe non vi verra fatto; perche ho- 
mat tante ne ho ricevute, che mi 
guardo da ogni cofa; come i Canis 
che fcottatt dall acgqua calda, hanno 
patra della fredda. Pir poi che di 
guefto ancor volete chio dica, penfo 
potérmene efpedire con poche parole. 
E parmi, che la burla non fia altro, 
che uwinganno amichévole di cofe, che 
non offéndano, 0 almen poco. E si 
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come nelle facétie il dir contral- 
afpettatione; cosi nelle burle il far 
contraVafpettatione induce rifo. Et 
guefte tanto pink piacciono, © fono lan- 
date, quanto pin hanno de ingeniofo 
 modefto: perchée chi vuol burlar 
fenza rifpetto, fpeffo offende, & poi 
ne nafcono diférdini, & gravi inimi- 
ctite. Ma tz locht, donde cavar ft 
Poon le burle, fon quaft 2 medéfimi 
delle facétie. Pero, per non repli- 
carglt, Diro folamente,che di due for- 
tt burle fi trévano; ciafeuna delle 
quale in pin parti por divider fi po- 
via. Luna e, quando singanna in- 
genwwfamente con bel modo, & piace- 
volezza chi fi fia; Valtra, quando fi 
tende quaft una rete, e mofira un po- 
co d’efta, tal che ’huomo corre ad 
mngannarfi da fe fief. IL primo mo- 
do é tale, quale fn la burla, che a 
quefit di due gran Signore, chio non 
voglio nominare, hebbero per mezzo 


duno. Spagnuolo chiamato.Caftiglio. 


Allbora la Signuora Ducheffa, Et 
perche, diffe, non le volete voi nomi- 
ware? Rifpofe M. Bernardo, Non 
vorret che lo havéffere a-male. 

Replicd la Siguor Ducheffa riden- 
do, Non fo diftonvien tal’ hor ufare 
le burle aucor coi gran Signori; & 
20 gid ho udito molte éferne flate 
fatte al Duca Federico, al Ré Al- 
fonfo d’ Aragona, alla Regina Donna 
Lfabella di Spagna, S & molti altri 
gran Principi; © effi non folamente 
non lo haver havuto a male, ma ha- 
ver premiato largamente i burla- 
L077. 

Kifpofe Meffer Bernardo, Ne an- 
cor con quefta fperanza le nominard 
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former Theme I obferved that there a 
Laugh was raifed by fpeaking what was 
leaft expected; fol muft of my prefent, 
that it makes us laugh by doing what we 
expect not. And here, the greater our 
Ingenuity and Modefty, the greater our 
Praife: for he that will be playing his 
Tricks without any Refpeét, muft give 
frequent Ground of Offence, whence 
Feuds and Animofities are fure to arife. 
Now both acting humoroufly, and ex- 
preffing our felves fo, are derived from 
the very fame Topicks.. To avoid there- 
fore Repetitions, I will only obferve, 
that all.thofe Actions which adminifter 
Mirth, may be reduced to two Kinds, 
each of which has feveral Parts. The 
one is, when we impofe on any Perfon af- 
ter an ingenious and agreeable Manner; 
the other, when we fo fpread the Net, 
and -difpofe the Bair, that a Man may be 
brought to impofe upon himfelf. Of the 
firft kind was that Trick which was put 
on two eminent Ladies, whom] will not 
name, by means ofa Spaniard called Ca- 
ftiglio.. 

Why not name them, faid the Du- 
chefs? Becaufe I don’t eare to affront 
them, anfwer’d Bernard. . 


[fee not how it would do it, reply’d 
the Duchefs; Tricks have been put upon 
thofe of the higheft Quality, on Duke 
Frederick as-I’ve heard, on Alphonfus 
of Aragon, . Ifabella Queen: of Spain, 
and many other Princes, who were fo far 
from refenting them, that they highly 
rewarded their Contrivers. 


Notwithftanding all this, anfwer’d Ber- 
nard, I dare not mention: Names, Well 
then, 
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then, added the Duchefs, take your own 
way. On which he thus proceeded: It 
is not long fince there came to a certain 
Court a Peafant of Bergamo to ferve a 
Gentleman of it; the Fellow was fo well 
drefs’d, that though his Employ had al- 
ways been to keep Oxen, and he knew 
nothing elfe, every one, that heard him 
not difcourfe, would judge him a Perfon 
of Diftinétion. The two Ladies receiving 
{nformation of the Arrival of a Spaniard, 
an Attendant on Cardinal Borgia, called 
Caftiglio, a Man of great Wit, one that 
underftood Mufick perfeétly, danced 
finely, and was the moft accomplifhed 
Courtier of all Spain, were impatient to 
fee him, and took care to have him 
brought as foon as poffible into their 
Company : they received him with great 
Refpect, enjoin’d him to fit down, and 
began a Converfation with him in Terms 
of a very profound Deference in the Pre- 
{ence of feveral: few of whom there were 
but knew the way of Life to which the 
Man had been bred. The great Refpect 
therefore which the Ladies fhewed him, 
could not but divert them extremely , 
and fo much the more, becaufe the Man 
ftill reply’d in his native broad Berga- 
mafco. But the Gentlemen who had con- 
«rived the Deceit, had before told the 
Ladies, that among his other Perfections, 
he had that of being an exact Mimick ; 
that he underfteod moft Languages, and 
had a particular Talent at exprefling him- 
felf as a Countryman of Lombardy ; fo 
that they were fully perfuaded all was 
feign’d, and could not but declare their 
Aftonifhment to each other, how pertect- 
ly he imitated that manner of Speech: In 
fhort, the Converfation held fo long, 


20. Dite come vi Plate, foggiunfe 
la SignoraDucheffa. Allhora fegui- 
to Meffer Bernardo, & diffe: Pochi 
di fono, che nella Corte, di che io in- 
tendo, capito un Contadin Bergamaf- 
co per feruttio d'un gentil huomo Cor- 
tegiano; il qual fu tanto ben divi- 
fato di panut,  acconcio cosi attilla- 
tamente, che avenga che foffe ufato 
folamente a guardar buoi, née fapeffe 
far altro mefttero, da chi no Lha- 
velfe fentito ragionare, faria fiatote- 
nuto per un galante Cavaliero. Et 
cosi effendo detto a quelle due Si- 
guore, che quivi era capitato un Spa- 
guuolo fervitore del Cardinale Bor- 
gia, che fi chiamava Caftiglio, imge- 
utofiffimo miifico, danzatore, balla- 
tore, S pint accorto Cortegiano, che 
folfe in tutta Spagna, véunero in e- 
firemo defidério di parlargli; 5 fa- 
bito mandarono per effo: 5 dopo le 
Lonorévoli accoglienze lo fécero fedé- 
re, © cominciarono a parlargli com 
grandifjimo riguardo in prefentia a’- 
ogwuno: 9 pochi eran dt quelli che 
fi trovavano prefentt, che non fapéf- 
fero, che coftui era un vaccaro Ber- 
gamafco. ‘Pero vedéndofi che quelle 
Signore Lintertenévano con tanto ri- 
Spetto, © t.nto Phouordvano, firono 
le rift grandifime; tanto pin che'l 
buow huomo fempre parlava del {uo 
nativo parlare zaffi Bergamafco. Ma 
guet gentiVhudmini, che facéauo la 
burla, havéano prima detto a quefle 
Signore, che cofiurtra Laltre cofé era 
gran fimulatore; © parlava eccellen- 
teméte tutte le lingue,  maffimamén- 
te Lombardo contadino; di forte che 
fempre eftimarono che fingeffe, 5 {pef- 
fo fi voltavano Luna allaltra con 
certe maravigle; e dicéano, udite 


that the whole Company almoft burit gygy cofa, come coutrafa quefta lin- 
; their 





gua? 





gua? In fomma, tanto durd guefio ra- 
gZionamento, che ad ogwuno doléano 
gli fianchi per le rifa; © fa forza 
che effo medéfimo deffe tanti contrafe- 
gut della fua nobilta, che pir in il- 
timo quefte Signore (ma con gran fa- 
tica) credéttero ch'el foffe quello che 
eglt era. 

Di quefta forte di burle ogni di 
veggiamo: ma tra laltre quelle fon 
piacévolt, che al princtpio [pavénta- 
10, © pot riéfcono in cofa ficura; 

erche 11 medéfimo burlato fe ride di 
sé fier, vedéudofi havér havuto pau- 
va di niente. Come effendo io una 
notte alloggtato in Paglia, interven- 
ne, che nella medéfima hofterta, ov’- 
ero 10, rane ancor tré altri compa- 
gut, duit da Piftoia, l’altro da Pra- 
to; 2 guali dopo cena ft mifero (co- 
me Speffo fe fa) a fiocare: cost non 
vandd molto che uno de i dui Piftoie- 
Si, perdendo il refto, refid fenza un 
guattrino, di modo che comincid a di- 
Sperarfi, © maledtre, & bivfemare 


Jieramente, © cosi rinegando, fem -- 


aud a dormtre. Gi altri dui ha- 
vendo alquanto giocato, deliberdrono 
fore una burla & quefio, che era ito 
a letto: onde fentendo che effo gia 
dormiva, fpénfero tutti i lumi, 
velarono il fuoco, poi fi mtfero a 
parlir alto, © far t maggiori romo- 
vi del mondo, moftrando venire & con- 
fention del giuoco; dticendo uno, tu 
hai tolto la carta di fotto; L altro 
negandolo con dire, e tu hai invita- 
Lo fopra fiuffo: il giuoco vadi & mon- 
Ze; © cota cofe, 5 con tanto firé- 
pito, che colui, che dormiva, fe vif: 
tego: & fentendo che coftoro Z10- 
cavano,  parlavano COSt, come fe 
vedeffero le carte, un poco aperfe gli 
occhi; & nom vedendo lume alcuno in 
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their Sides with Laughter; and he him- 
felf made fo many Difcoveries of his true 
Qualities, that at length the Ladies, 
though with great Difficulty, believed 
him to be what he really was. 


Such kind of Jefts we fee dayly: But 
thofe are the moft entertaining, which at 
firft raife our Fears, and have a very hap- 
py Ending ; fince the very Perfon that 
has been deceived, cannot but laugh at 
himfelf for dreading what had not the 
Terrour in it. 


leaft 
As when I lay at Paglia, 
it happen’d that at the fame Inn there 
were three in Company, two of Piftoia, 
the other of Prato; who after Supper 
fatethemfelves down, as ufual, to G iming: 
And ‘inno long time, one of thofe of Pi- 
ftoia lofing his whole Stock, after many 
Curfes and Oaths, went to Bed. The 
other two, having play’d a while, were 
for contriving fome Trick on him who 
was in Bed: And perceiving him faft a- 
fleep, they put out the Candles, raked up 
the Embers, and then began to talk 
loud, and make all poffible Noife, pre- 
tending a Difpute about their Game; 
one affirming, that a Card had been ta- 
ken from the Bottom; the other moft 
earneftly denying it, faying, you laid up- 
on:the Flufh: but let the Cards be ftock- 
ed; thefe Words were utter’d with fo 
much Noife, that the fleeping Man a- 
waked: He thinking that they were at 
play, and hearing them fpeak after fuch 
amanner, as if they plainly faw their Cards, 
open’d his Eyes a little; and not feeing 
the leaft Light, cry’d out, What poffeffeth 
you to make this Noife all Night? Then 
compofed himfelf immediately to fleep 
again, His two Friends gave him no An- 
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fwer, but went on in their way; fo that 


ine betrer to himfelf, he was {trange- 


com DS 
| 1 


y aftonith’d: And perceiving, that with- 
out any Glimpfe of Light, they {till pl ay- 
ed and quarrell’d ; How, faid he, is it 
poffible for you to know your Cards peer 
out any Light? Certainly, anfwer’d one 
of shew , you mutt have loft your Eyes 
with your Money; do not you fee that we 
have acouple of Candleshere? At which 
he ftarted up, clapp’d his Head or his 
Arm, and, half angry, cry’d, I muft be 
either drunk or blind, or you monftrous 
Lyars. They both peu gE rofe, gro- 
ped their way to the Be ed, and laughing 
heartily, pretended he furely jefted with 
them. He again protefted, I cannot per- 
ceive you atall, And then one of them 
told the other with a feeming Aftonifh- 
ment, I really Naen he is in eafneft ; 
give me the Candle, let’s fee whether any 
thing obftructs his Sight. The poor 
Creature firmly believing himfelf blind, 
weeping cry’d, O my Friends, my Sight 
is gone! and then invoked our Lady of 
Lioretto, begging Pardon for the Oaths 
which the Lofs of his Money had drawn 
from him. The two Comrades endea- 
vour’d to comfort him; and is it poffible, 
faid they, that you can be beat blind ; 
or have you only taken fuch a Whim into 
your apes Indeed, reply’d he, it is 
not Fancy, I fee no more than if I had 
not an Eye in my Head. Why, your 
Sight feems clear, anfwer’d the two: 
How well his Eyes look, faid one to the 
other, Who could ever think him blind? 
This made him weep the more, and fre 
quently implore the Mercy of Heaven. 
Vow, faid they at laft, that you will go 


bare-footed and naked to our Lady of 


¥ . 1 a . - Ly Aer PR 
Loretto, for there is no better Courile 
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CAaMETA , diffe, & che diavol farete 
voi tutta notte di gridare? Poi fit- 
bito fi rimife gin, come per dormire. 
rf dui compagni 1 10n gli ditdero altrti- 
mentt ? ifpofta, ma feguitarono Lér- 
dine fi 103 di modo, “che ct fins meglio 
rifve vlia 10, Cominco a Mai ravigliar- 


fi: 8 vedendo certo, che 1vi nok era 


ne foco, ne Biggs s alcuno, © che 


par coftir giocdvano, © contendéva- 


id, diffe ; ‘EE coine potete vor vedcr 
le carte fenza lume? Rifpofe uno 
deliz duz, tu dei aver perduto la vi- 
fia infieme con li danare ; non vedi 
tu, fe qui habbiam due candele? Le- 
vofi quello, thera in letto, Sa le 
braccia, Lg yuali adirato diffe, 0. ch'io 
Sono ebri 200, 0 cieco, 0 vot dite. Tle 
bugze. Gli dui leva ‘youfi,  anda- 
rono a letto tentoni, ridendo, 5 mo- 
firando di crédere, che colut fi facef- 
fe beffe di loro. Et effo pir replica- 
va, Lo dicoche non vi veggo. In il- 
¢17n0 Bo dui cominciarono a moftrare 
di maravigliarfi forte; © l’uno diffe 
allaltro, ome parmt chet dica da 
dovéro; da qua quella candéla, © 
VEZ LLAMIO, Ve forfe sg li fi foffe intor- 
bidata la vifta? Allbor guel mefcht- 
no tenne per fermo defer diventa- 
to cieco, piangendo dirottamente 
Ai ffe, d frat tells miei, 10 fon cireco! & 
fibito cominc1o a chiamar la nofira 
Donna di Loreto, 5 pregarla che 
gli per do naff e le biaftemme, 5 le Wa- 
dealt 204 che gli havea date, per ha- 
VE gee uto 4 pi d dui -compa- 
e non oy ? fiik ie che tu non ee veg- 
ght; eg 6 una fantasta, che tut hat 
pofta im capo. Oime, replicava Wal- 
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‘ ye , \ 
tro, che guefta non é fantasta, ne Vi 
‘Uf U9 o. 0 al LHHCTLI Zz, Cie jé NOW Na- 
velfi mai bavuti occhi in tefia. Tt 
bas 
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bai pir la vifla chiara, vifpondéano 
Li dui: & dicéano Lun Valtro, guar- 
da, come egli apre ben gliocchi? & 
come gli ha belli? © chi porta cre- 
der chez non vedeffe? IL poveretto 
tuttavia piangéa pia forte, S doman- 
dava mifericérdia a@Dio. In ultimo 
cofiore gli difero, f2 voto d’andare 
alla nofira Douns di Loreto devota- 
mente [valzo,  ignudo, che quefto é 
th migliir rimédio, che ft poffa bavé- 
ve; not fra tanto andaremo ad Ac- 
gua pendexte,  guefPaltre terre vi- 
cine per veder di qualche médico, & 
non tt manucaremo di cofa alcuna pof- 
stbile. Allhora quel mefthtno fitbi- 
to simginocchio nel letto, © con injr- 
nite lacrime, S amariffima penitén- 
tia dello havér biaftemato, fece voto 
Solenne dandar ignudo 4 noftraDon- 
na di Loreto,  offerirle un paio d’- 
occhi d’argento, © now mangiar car- 
ne il mércore, ne ove il vénere; 
digiunar pane 6 acqua ogni fabbato 
ad honore di noftra Donna, fe gli 


concedeva gratia di vicuperar la vi- 


fia. I duot compagni entrati in un’- 
altra camera accéfero un lume, & 
fe ne vénuero con le maggior rife del 
mond) davanti a quefto poveretto; il 
guale, benche foe libero di cost 
Srand’affanno, come potete penfsare , 
pir era tanto atténito della paffata 
paira, che nou folamente non potea 
ridere, ma ne pir parlare; 6 gli 
dui compagni non facéano altro, che 
ftimularlo, dicendo che era obligato a 
Pagar, tutti quefti voti, perche ha- 
Vea ottenuta la gratia domandata. 
DelLaltra forte di burle, quando 
Lhuomo inganna sé fleffo, nou dard io 
altro efémpio, fe now quello, che a 
me wtervenne, non ha gran tempo. 
Perche aqueftoCarneval pafatoMon- 
Signor 
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that you can take; and we in the mean 
time will haften to Aqua Pendente and 
the neighbouring Towns to get you fome 
Help, determining to neglect nothing in 
our Power that may be of Service to you. 
The forrowful Creature kneeled immedi- 
ately on the Bed, and with infinite Tears, 
and hearty Expreffions of Concern for his 
paft Faults, folemnly vow’d that he would 
go bare-foot to our Lady of Loretto, 
make an Offering of a Pair of Silver 
Eyes, eat no Flefh on Wednefdays, nor 
Eges on Fridays; and in Honour of our 
Lady, make his Saturday’s Diet Bread 
and Water, if he might be again vouch 
fafed the Bleffing of Sight. His twa 
Companions hereupon lighting a Candle 
in the next Room, came laughing hearti~ 
ly with it to him; who, freed as he was 
from his Diftrefs, yet continued {till with 
fuch Terrour on his Mind, as prevented 
him from not only laughing, but even 
{peaking, while his Friends perfifted to 
teaze him, and remind him of the Vows 
he had made, which they pronounced 
him obliged to perform, as having eb- 
tained the Favour he requefted. 


Of the fecond Kind, namely, when a 
Man deceives himfelf, I thall give you ne 
other Inftance than what happen’d to me 
no long time fince. For the laft Carni- 
val the Cardinal of St. Peter ad Vincula, 
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q Cc ae ance 
who knows what Pleafure I take, when 


.¢ 


mafk’d, to divert my felf with the Fryars, 
having firft given proper Orders for the 
Management of the Defign he had laid, 


came, accompanied by the Cardinal of 
Aragon, and others of the fame Quali- 
ty, as is ufual at Rome, to that part of 
the City, from the Windows of which he 
could beft fee the Mafkers pafs. IT among 
the reft coming by in my Mafk, and per- 
ceiving a Fryar to ftand on one fide of 
the Street, ina feemingly thoughtful Po- 
fture, judged him a Perfon fit for my 
Turn, and haften’d to him as a Hawk to 
his Prey; and when I had afk’d who he 
was, and he fatisfied me, I pretended 
fome Knowledge of him, and endeavour- 
ed to perfuade him that an Officer was in 
Queft of him on fome Information made 
againft him, and to prevail with him to 
go with me into the Cancellaria, where 
he might be fafe. He fhaking and trem- 
bling, pretended himfelf at a Lofs how 
to proceed, and dreaded the going far 
from S.Celfo, left he fhould be appre- 
hended. I encouraging him, prevailed 
with him to get up behind me; and 
then, thinking I had brought my Project 
to bear, praunced my Horfe from one 
fide of the Street to the other. You may 
well imagine what a fine Sight the Fryar 
made behind a Mafker; his Habit fly- 
ing about , and his Head moving, as 


if each Moment he was coming to the 


Ground. 


The Gentlemen, immediately at fuch a 
Sight, fencE.ggs from all their Windows 
at us; and the Pecple in the Street, after 
their Example, failed not to do the fame 3 
f> that Hail never fell. with greater Vio- 

lence 


RATSHE R. 


fignor mio di San Pietro ad Vincula, 
il qual fa come io mi piglio pracery 
quando fon mifchera, di burlar fra- 
ti; havendo prima ben ordimato cid 
che fare intendeva, venne infieme 
un di con Monfignor a’ Aragona, 
alcun: altri Cardinali, a certe fine- 


fire in Banchi, moftrando woler flar 


guivi a veder paffar le mafchere s 
come & ufanza dt Roma. Io effendo 
mifehera paffar; © vedendo un fra- 
te cosi da un canto, che flava un poco 


fofpefo, giudicat haver trovata mia 


ventura, © fibito gli corfi, come un 
famélico falcone alla preda; © prt- 
ma domandatogli chi egli era, © effo 
rifpoftomi, mofirat di condfcerlo, § 
con molte parole cominciat ad indur- 
lo a crédere, chel Barigello Landa- 
va cercando per alcune male infor- 
mationi, che di lui s érano havute, © 
confortarlo, che veniffe meco infino 
alla Cancellaria, che io quivi lo fal- 
varel. Il frate paurdfo, e tutto tre- 
mante, paréa che non fapel[e che fe 
fare, © dicea dubitar, fe ft dilunga- 
va da S.Celfo, defer prefo. Lo pur 
facéndoghi buow’animo, gh diffi tan- 
to, ch’et mi monto di groppa; © all- 
hor a me parve a’baver a pien com- 
pito il mio difegno; cost fubito co- 
minciai a viméttere it cavallo per 
Banchi, il qual andava faltellando, 
&§ trabendo calci. Imaginate bor voi, 
che bellavifta facea un frate in grop- 

a duna mafchera col volare deb 
mantello, 5 fcudtere 11 capo innanze 
e'ndrieto, che fempre paréa che ane 
daffe per cadére. 

Con quefto bel fpettaculo comincia- 
rono que’ Signori a tirarct ova dalle 
fineftre ; por tutti 2 banchiert, quan- 
te perfone v'érano; di modo che non 
con maggior tmpeto cadde dal cielo 
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mai la grandine, come da quelle ji- 
nefire cadéano ova; le qual per la 
maggior parte fopra di me ventva- 
no: 5 10, per effer mafchera, non mt 
curava,  paréami, che quelle rifa 
fofero tutte per lo Frate, non per 
me: & per quefio pid volte tornat 
zunanzi en dietro per Banchi, Sem- 
pre con guella furia alle fpalle. 
Benche il Fratre, quaft piangendo,mt 
pregava ch’io lo lifcialfi [céndere, & 
non facefi quefia vergogna all’ habi- 
to: poi di nafcofto il Ribaldo fi face- 
va dar ova d’alcuni flaffiert, poft 
guivi per quefto effetto; & moftran- 
do tenermi ftretto per non cadeére, 
me le [chiacciava nel petto, fpeffo m 
fil capo, % talVhor im fia ta fronte 
medéjima; tanto ch’10 era tutto con- 
fumato. In ultimo quando ogwuno e- 
ya fianco & di ridere, © dt tirar 
ova, mt faltd di groppa,  calatofi 
indrieto lo fcapularo, mofiro una gran 
zadzzara, diffe; Meffer bernardo 
zo fon un famiglio di fialla di San ‘Pi- 
etro ad Vincula; 5 fou quello, che 
governa il voftro muletto. Allbor io 
non sd gual maggiore haveffi, 0 dolo- 
ve, 0 ira, 0 vergogna. “Pur per men 
male mi poft a fuggire verfo cafa, & 
la mattina fequente non ofava cim- 
parire: Ma levifa di quefia burla 
non folamente il di feguente, ma quaft 
infino adeffo fon durate. 

Et cosi efféndofi per lo raccoutar- 
la alguanto rinovato il ridere, fog- 
giunfe MefferBernardo, E ancor uu 
modo di burlare affai piacévole, onde 
medefimaménte fi cavano facétie ; 
guando fi moftra crédere, chel huomo 
voglia far una cofa, che in véro non 
uuol fare. Come effendo zo in [wl 
ponte di Leone una fera dopo cena, 
& anddudo infieme con Céfare Bocca- 
dello 


-pofieffed me m oft. 
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lence from the Sky, than the Eggs from 
the Windows; moft of them indeed came 
uponme: But, mafked as I was, I regard- 
ednot, and thought the Fryar raifed all 
the Mirth: On which Account I ftill kept 
riding backwards and forwards in the 
Street with that Fury behind me. He 
feemed indeed to put on the Air of great 
Concern, begged me to fuffer him to 
difmount, and not fo fcandalize his Ha- 
bit: Yet privately the Rogue got Eggs 
from the Footmen placed thereabouts for 
that Purpofe; and pretending to prefs me 
clofe through Fear of falling, fqueezed 
them into my Bofom, and bedawbed me 
with them from Headto Foot. At laft, 
when all had fufficiently diverted them+ 
felves, he leap’d from behind me, threw 
back his Hood, difcovering a great Bufh 
of Hair; and Mr. Bernard, fays he, do 
not you know the Hoftler of St. Peter’s 
Stable, him that takes fo very good Care 
of your Mule? At that I confefs I can- 
not tell whether Sorrow, Anger or Shame, 
I made the beft of 
my way home, as my fafeft Courfe, and 
durft not fhew my Head the next Morn- 
ing: But the Jeft did not divert for a 
Day or tworonly, it ftill continues to be 
talk’d of. 


The Company here having laugh’d a- 
while, Bibiena purfued his Difcourfe. It 
is not alfo a little entertaining in the way 
I’m difcourfing of, when we exprefs our 
Belief, that a Man propofes a thing which 
is in truth quite out of his Thoughts. As 
Cxefar Beccadello and my felf being toge- 
ther one Evening upon Leo’s Bridge, at- 
ter Supper jefting with each other, and 
taking hold as.if we had been for Wret- 
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ling; thinking indeed that we were feen 
by none: But. while we ftood in this Po- 
fture, there came upon us two French- 
men, who enquired what we differ’d 
bout, and, as thinking us in Earneft, en- 
deavour’d to part us. Gentlemen, ‘aid I 
mmediately, lend me your Affiftance, 


<p) te 


or this poor Man has a periodical Mad- 
nefs; and now, if I did not hinder, 
would throw himfelf into the River. At 
this they both held Beccadello faft,; who 
calling me Fool, and ftriving to get ha 
them, made them but take a firmer 
Hold; the Mob then began to gather a- 
bout us, and the more poor Cefar ftrug- 
gled, who at length was grown quite an- 
gry, the more People got about him, 
who all feeing him make fuch vigorous 
Efforts, concluded, that it was indeed 
his Intention to leap into the River: 
ereat Care therefore was taken to hold 
death clofe: and to his Lodging they car- 
ried him with his Hair about his Ears, 
his Hat off, and all pale with Shame and 
Rage, that nothing he could fay was a- 
ble to gain Credit with them, partly be- 
caufe the Frenchmen did not well under- 
ftand him, partly becanfe I leading the 
way, perfifted in lamenting the al happy 
Condition of a Gentleman fo quite befide 
himfelf. 


Of this fort of Jefts, much, as I have 
dlready obferv’d, might be faid, but 
let 
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dello fcherzando, cominciammo Lun 
Laltro a pigharft alle braccta, come 
Se lottare voléffimo; © quefio perché 
allhor per forte ally che in fi 
quel ponte non fuffe per fona: & flan- 
do Cosi, ‘naar ws ‘yancefi, 2 
guali vedendo guefto nofiro yh 
dimandarono che cofa era; © fer- 
muaronfi per volerci {par tire, con opi- 
ml0n, che noi ‘acéffimo quefiione da 
dovéro. Allhor’ io tofto, aiutatemt, 
difft, Sagnons 4, che quefio pivero gen- 
til’ huomo, a certs tempi di luna, ba 
maseciamasibo di cervello; 6 ecco 
che adeffo fi vorria pir gettar dal 
ponte nel fume. Allhora quet dui 
corfero, 5 meco préfero Céfare, & 
tenévanlo firettiffimo; 9 effo fempre 
dicéndomi chio era pa%Z0, mettea 
pia forza, per Svilupparfe Lovo dalle 
mant,  coftoro tanto pin lo firin- 
gévano; di forte, che la brigata co- 
mincio a vedére quefio tumulto, & 
ogwun corfe, quanto pia il buow 
Ce fare battea delle mani, & piedi; 
che gia cominciava ad entrar in cé- 
lera, tanto piu gente fopra giungéa; 
per la forza grande, che efjo met- 
teva, eftimavano fermamente, che 
voleffe fultar nel fume: & per que- 
flo lo flringevan pit: di modo che 
una gran brigata d’budémini lo por- 
tarono di pefo all’ hoflerta, tutto 
{carmiglhato,  fenza berretta, pat- 
lido dalla célera, e dalla vergogna, 
che non gli valfe mat cofa, che dicef- 
fe; tra, perche quet Franceft non Lo 
sutendévano ; tra, perché 10 ancor 
conducéndogli all’ hofterta, fempre an- 
dava doléndomi della difaveutura 
del poveretto, che foffe cosi impaz- 
Ztto. 

Hor (come havemo detto) delle 

urle fi porta parlar largamente, 
mg 
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ma bafiz il veplicare, che i lochi, 
onde fi cavano, fono i medi cfimt delle 
facétie. De gli efempi] pot whave- 
m0 tnfinitt, age 0gni di ne Veggiamo: 

> tra gh altri molti piacévoli 70 
fono nelle Novelle del Boccaccio; 
come quelle che facéano Bruno, 9 
Buffalnacco al fuo Calandrtno, § a 
macfPr ‘0 Simone; 5 molte altre di 
‘Donne, che veramente fono ingenio- 


fe % belle. 


Moltt bubmiut pia acévoli, di guefia 
forte, ricordomt ancor haver  cono- 
feiuti a miei di; etra gli altri in 
Padoa uno HR Szciliano, chiama- 
to ‘Pontio: 2L qual vedendo una vol- 
ta un contadtno, che havea un p4ro 
di groffi caponi, fingendo vol ese 
comperare, fece mercato con effo, 
diffe, che andaffe a cafa fe60 ae 
oltre al prezzo Sli darebbe da far 
collatioue: & cost lo conduffe in parte, 
dove éra un Campanutle, it qual’é di- 
vifo dalla Chiefa, tanto che andar 
vt fi pnd dintorno; proprio ad 
una detle quattro faccie del campa- 
nile rifpondéva una firadetta Ree 
la: Quivi Péntio, havendo prime 
penfato czo0 che far intendeva, diffe 
al contadzuo, 10 bo giocato quefiz Ca- 
pout con un mio compagno, i 
dice, che guefla torre circonda 
Guaranta piedi, € 20 dico di nd; © 
appunto allbora, quand’10 ti trovai, 
haveva comperato dg pago per 
M1 hd pero, pri che andiamo 
a caf, voglio Sag iva chi di not 
habbia vinto: & coft dicendo, tr af: 
Sefi della manica quel fp 150, © dt- 
ello da un se a 1 mano al contadtn 10 
© diffe, da qua, & tolfe i capou 
&S prefe to » Sage dall’ altro Capo; és 
come mifarar voleffe, comincio a cir 
coudar 
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Jet it fuffice to repeat, that th hey are de- 
riv’d from the very fame Places with 
thofe Speeches which amufe and divert 
us. And as to Exai aie 


finite which occur daily 


there are in- 
fe Aue others 


29 


we find many enteral ly entertaining 
in the Nove 3 of Boccacio, as the Tricks 
Bruno and Buffalmacco play’d with theit 
Calandrino and a and feveral 
in which the Ladies are engao’d, all ex- 


ceeding ingenious and die ee 


Many Perfons execellent in this Way 
of Pleafantry I myfelf have known; and 
one Pontio, a Sicilian, who ftudied at 
Padoua, remarkably fo: He efpying once 
a Countryman witha a couple of delicat 
Capons, pretended that he would buy 
them, agreed on a certain Price, and bad 
him follow him home, fer befides his 
Money, he would give him 
fomething for his Breakfaft: The Man 
aeeaasleda and Pontio led him to a Stee- 
ple diftant from the Church, fo that you 
might go quite round it ; and one of 


whofe ani was fac’d by a little Street: 
Here Pontio, having digefted his Plot, 


faid to the Countryman, I have laid 
Friend, thefe couple of Capons, tha t 
the Tower you fee-is not forty Foot 
about, as another Gentleman fays it is; 
and the Moment before I met you, I 
bought Chis. ?ackthread to meafure 
Pip yo 
usec niet has won: 
king the Capons out of the 
ind giving him one End 


therefore, before we go ath 
Immediately ta- 


pad. 


wet 
uy} 


an’s Han 
of the Packthread to hold on the Side of 
the Steeple oppofite to that which fac’d 


the Street, he with the other going round 
as if his Inténtion 5 had been 


zit ealure hee when he was come 
a] 1 
7 saintk the Sry Hen?d the 
e% ( i lo" iL € OLE ' j { LiL 
exactly againit’ th tt | 
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Packthread to a Nail which he drove 
into the Wall, and then ftole away with 
the Capons. The Countryman kept his 
Station for fome Time; but after -ha- 
ving often call’d, What are you about? 
What are you doing all this while? and 


i td 


dD 


no one coming near, or anfwering him, 
he went to fee what the Matter was, 
and found the Packthread not held by 
Pontio, but a Nail; which, with the 
Thread, was all he had left him for his 
Fowls. Infinite were the Pranks of this 
Nature that Pontio plaid. 


Many other Perfons alfo there have 
been particuliarly turn’d for this Sort of 
Mirth : Such were Gonnella and Melio- 
lo in thofe Times; and fuch are Fryar 
Mariano and Fryar Seraphin here prefent, 
with others whom you all know well 
enough. Nor have I much to object 
again{t this Way in Perfons that make it 
their Profeffion ; but I muft needs think 
there is too much Buffoonry in it for a 
Courtier to ufe it. He ought alfo to be 
careful that his Jokes end not in Theft, 
of which we find many guilty, who 
ftrole about, ufing every Art to fill their 
Purfes: He fhould do nothing that might 
exafperate too much, and obferve the 
greateft Refpec&t and Regard in thefe, 
and all other Matters, towards the Fair 
Sex ; and particularly in what their Ho- 
mour is concern’d. 


This Fair Sex, faid Gafpar, is what 
you are much prejudic’d in favour of; 
and pray why is it that you are for ha- 


ving 
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condar la torre, bavendo prima fatts 


fermar ib contadtno, e tener lo fpa- 


go dalla parte, ch’era oppofia a quel- 
la faccia, che vifpondeva nella fira- 
detta; alla quale come effo fa giunto, 
cost ficcd un chiodo nel muro, a Cut 
annodd lo fpago;  lafciatolo in tal 
modo, cheto cheto fe wandd per quel- 
la firadetta co’capont. IL contadino 
per buono {patio frette fermo, a/pet- 
tando par che colur finiffe di mifu- 
vare; in ultimo poiche pin volte heb- 
be detto, che. fate voi tanto? volfe 
vedere, e trovd che quello, che tene- 
va lo f{pago, nou era Pénti0, ma era 
un chiodo fitto nel muro; tL quale 
folo gli reflo per pagamento de t ca- 
pont. Di quefta forte fece Pontio 
anfinite burle. 

Molti altri fono ancor flati hud- 
mini piacévoli di tal mantera: come 
iL Gonnella, el Meliolo iu guei tem- 
pi; & hora il noftro frate Marzano, 
(§ frate Serafino gui, & molti, che 
tutti conofcete. Et in véro quefto 
modo & lodévole in huémini, che non 
facciano altra profeffione;, ma le 
burle del Cortegiano par che fi déb- 
bano allontanar un poco pin dalla 
feurilita. Déeft ancor guardar, che 
le burle non paffino alla barrarza, 
come vedemo molti malt huémini, che 
vanno per lo mondo con diverfe afti- 


‘ 


tie per guadagnar denart, fingendo 


"C 
C= 


hor una cofa, § hor uwaltra: © che 
non {iano anco troppo acerbe, © fo- 
pra tutto havér rifpetto, © riverén- 
tia cofi in guefio, come im tutte Lal- 
tre cofe, alle ‘Donne; © maffima- 
mente dove intervenga offefa dell 
honefid. 

Allbora il Signor Gafparo, Per 
certo, diffe, M. Bernardo, vot fete 
par troppo partiale a quefte Donne ; 

 per- 
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& perché volete voi, che. pit rifpet- 
to habbiano gli hudmini alle donne, 
i le doune a gle hudmini ¢ Non 

dee a not forfe effer tanto caro V’ho- 
nor nofiro, quanto ad effe il i 
A vot pare adunque, che le Doni 
debban pungere con parole, © con 
beffe gle hudmint in ogni cofa fenza 
rifervo alcui 10, © gh hudmini fe ne 
fiiano muti, © le ringrdtiano da 
Vantaggio ¢ 

Rifpofe allhora M. Bernardo, 
Non dico io che le Donne non déb- 
bano haver nelle facétie, & nelle 
burle quei rifpetti a gli hudmint, che 
bavemo gid detti; dico ben, che effe 
poffono con piu lit éntia mor der oli 
hudmint di poca honefia, che non 
poffono gli huémini mérdere efe; 
quefto, perché not fieffi havemo fatta 
una legge, che im not non fia vttio, 
ne maucamento, ne infamia alcuna 
la vita diffoluta; & nelle donne fia 
tanto eftvemo obb brio,  vergogna, 
che quella, di chi una volta pe es 
male, 0 falfa, 0 véra che fia la ca- 
Linnia, che fe le da; fia per fem 
pre vituperata. Perd effendo il par- 
ba dell honefid delle wae tanto 
pericolofa cofa doffénderle gra Ava- 
mente, dico, che dovemo mérderle ; 
altro, © abftenerci da gquefto ; pariah 
pungendo la facétia, 0 la burla tropo 
acerbamente, efce del termine, che 
gia havemo detto convenirfi a gentil’- 
huomo. 

€ urvi facendo un poco di paufa 

M. Bernardo, diffe it Signor Otta- 
vian Fregofo ride do, Ih SG afparo 
potrebbe Tifponder vt, che quefta leg- 
56 che vot allegate, che not fielfe ha- 

vemo fatta, non é forfe cosi fuor di 
ragione, come a voi pare: Perche ef- 
fendo le donne animali imper fettiffi- 
Mt, 
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ent Wome to fora Oupht not we to 
be as tender of our ribo as they are 
of theirs? Shall the Women have the 
Liberty of making as free with the Cha 
racters of Men hs they pleafe, and the 
Men be oblig’dto ftand mute, or perhaps 
to compliment them? 


I don’t fay, anfwer’d Bernard, but the 
Women fhould be cautious in their Jefts, 
and put ’em under the ReftriCtions al 
ready mention’d; all I affirm is, that 
they may ufe greater Freedom in their 
Cenfures of us, than we can in what Cen- 
fures we pafs on them; and the Reafon 
is, becaufe it feems a Point agreed on 
among ourfelves, that a diffolute Life 
reflects little Scandal onus, but the great- 
eft on Women; fo that fhe who has 
been once chare’d with Mif-condu&, 
whether truly or falfly, fhall never after 


-be able to regain her Reputation, Since 


therefore it is fo dangerous to caft Re- 
flections on their Virtue, we ought, I 
fay, to abiftain from all in this Way, 
and chufe fome other wherein to rally 
them; for as I have already obferv’d, 
whatever is too bitter and poignant ex- 
ceeds thofe Bounds within which every 
Gentleman ought to contain himfelf. 


Bernard here paufing, Gafpar may a: 
{wer you, faid Odtavian Fregofo fmil ling, 
that the Point, which, according to you, 
is agreed upon among us, is not fo un- 

reafonable as it may feem : For Women 
being very imperfect Creatures, and of 
extremely little, if any, Worth in Com- 


parifon of Men; it was neceffary, fince 
Hh they 














A 


=) 






































- 

S2E°32 523 . . +4842 

a 3222345 sseese 

32 tt 
ee 





234 The COURTIER. 


they had fo little Virtue in themfelves, 


to reftrain them by Shame, and the 
Dread of Infamy; fo that fome good 


Qualities might be fore’d as it were in- 
to them; and Continence appear’d of all 


the moft neceflary, that there might be 
fome Certainty about their Offspring. 
Whence it is that Men have us’d all 
poffible Arts and Stratagems to keep 
the Women chaft, and granted them, 
in all other Matters, to run into as ma- 


ny Extravagancies and Abfurdities as 
they pleafe. Since then they may, with- 
out Cenfure, be guilty of any other Fol- 
lies, fhould we once be farcaftical on 
them for thofe Defeéts, which, as we 
have obferv’d, are all conniv’d at in 
them, and therefore appear in no very 
difagreeable Shape 5 they would be little 
affected at it, nor fhould we be able to 
give any Diverfion ; for you have al- 
ready taken Notice, that it is a Dif- 
agreement in Things which renders them 
the Objeéts of Laughter. 


And can you, faid the Duchefs, fpeak 
of Women in thefe Terms, yet conti- 
nue to complain that you are not able 
co gain their Affections? 

I complain of no fuch thing, anfwer’d 
OGavian ; on the contrary I thank them 
that they do not oblige me to love them, 
by loving me; nor declare } my own 
Sentiments, but only mention what might 
be urg’d by Gafpar. 


— 


A great Advantage indeed, faid Ber- 
nard, would the Ladies gain, if they 
could reconcile two fuch Enemies as you 
and Gafpar. 


I am none of their Enemy, anfwer’d 
Gafpar, but you are the Mens; for if 
you 


mi, e di poca, 0 niuna dignita, a re- 
fpetts de gli hudmini ; bifognava, pos 
che da fe non érano capaci di far at- 
to alcuno virtuofo, che cou la vere 
gogua, e timir @infamia fi ponefe 
loro un freno, che quafi per forza wu 
effe introducefe qualche buoua gua- 
lita; €§ parve, che pid neceffaria 
loro foe la continéntia, che alcuna 
altra, per haver certezza de i figli- 
uoli. Onde é filato forza con tutte 
gl ingegni, & arti, 6 vie polftbils 
far le Downe continenti; quale 
couceder loro, che intutte Laltre cofe 
fiano di poco valore, che fempre 
facciano il contrario di Cid, che deu- 
riano. Ferd effexdo lor lécito far 
tutti gli altri errori fenza biafime, 
fe noi le vorvemo mérdere di gues 
difetti, i quale (come havemo detto) 
tutti ad effe fono conceduti, & pero 
a loro non fono difconvenienti, née 
effe fe ue cirano, non moveremo mat 
il vifa; perché gia voi havette detto, 
chel rif fi muove com alcune cofe, 
che fon difcon: entett. 

Allbora la Signora Ducheffa, In 
guefto modo diffe, Signir Ottoviano 
parlate delle Donne? © poi vi dole- 
te, cheffe non V'amino’ 

Di quefio non mi dogho 10, ri 
Spofe iL S. Ottaviana; anzi le rin- 

ratio, posche con L 'amarwit non tH 

dbligano ad amar loro; ue parlo dt 
mia opinione, ma dito, chel Signor 
Gafpar potrebbe allegar quefte ra- 
L0Nt. 

Die M. Barnardo, Gran guada- 
gno in vero fartano le Donne, fe po- 
téffero viconciliarfi con duot {uot tan- 
to gran nimici, quanto fiete vol, eb 
J, Ga fparo. 

Io non fon lor nimico, rifpofe tt 
S.Gafparo, ma voi fiete ben niMmICO 
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de gh, budmini; che fe pur volete 
che le Donne non {iano mordute cir- 
ca gquefta honefia, dourefte méttere 
ana legge ad effe ancor che non mor- 
déffero gli huémint in quello, che a 
not cosi & vergogna, come alle ‘Don- 
ne la incontinéntia. Et perche nou 
fit cosi conveniente ad Alonfo Cart- 
glio la rifpota, che diede alla Signo- 
ya Boadigha della fperanza, che 
havea dicampar la vita, perche effa 
lo pigliaffe per martto, come a let 
la propofta, the ogwun, che lo cono- 
feéa, penfava chet Re lo haveffe da 
far impiccare? Et perche non fa 
cost bécito a Ricciardo Minutols gab- 
bar la moglie di Filippetio, © ferla 
venir @ quel bagno, come a Beatrice 
for uftir del letto Lgano fuo martto, 
& fargli dave delle baftonate da Ant- 
chino, poi che un gran pezxo con tut 
giaciuta fi fa? Lt quell’ altra, che 
fi lego lo feaco al aito del piede, 
5 fece creder al marito provrio non 
effer d’effz, pot che voi dite, che 
guelle burle 
Boccaccio fon cost ingeniofe, belle ¢ 

Allbora M. Bernardo ridendo, S1- 
gnori, diffe, effendo fiato la parte 
mia folamente difputar delle facctse, 
io non intendo paffar guel térmune ; 
© gid penfo haver detto, perche a 
me non paia conveniente morder le 
Donne, ne in detti, née in fattt circa 
Phonefia; © ancor ad effe baver 
pofto régola, che non pungan gli bud. 
mini dove lor duole. “Dico ben, che 
delle burle,  mottt, che vot Signor 
Gafpar allegate, quello, che diffe 
Alon fo alla Signora Boadigla, aven- 
ga che tocchi un poco lhonefia,. non 
mt difpiace; perché é tirato affaz da 
lontano, & é tanto occulto, che ft puod 
inténdere fimpliceménte, di modo, che 
effo 
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di Donne nel Giovau 
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you would have the Womens Honour 
untouch’d, you ought to make it a Law 
for them never to bear hard on the 
Men, in an Article as grating to them, 
as the Charge of Immodefty is to Wo- 
men. And why was it not as fit for 
Alonfo Carillo to anfwer, That he hop’d 
to efcape by her begging him for her 
Husband, as for Boadilla to fay, That 
every one who knew him thought the 
King would order him to be hang’d? 
Why was it not as lawful for Ricciardo 
Minutoli to impofe on Filipello’s Wife, 
and draw her to the Bath, as for Bea- 
trix to make her Husband Egano rife 
out of his Bed, and feel the Weight of 
Anichino’s Cudgel after he had embrac’d 
her? And what-can we fay for the other, 
who ty’d the Thread to her Husband’s 
Toe , and perfuaded ‘him that he had 
loft the Ufe of his Reafon, fince you 
fpeak fo much 1m favour of Boccace’s 
Tales? 


Gentlemen, faid Bernard f{miling, asT 
was only concern’d to give you my Sen- 


timents on that kind of Difcourfe which 
was Matter of Sport and Diverfion, I 
do not propofe to go beyond the Li- 
mits affign’d me, and think I have faid 
enough, why all, both Words and Ac- 
tions, ought to be avoided which may 


injure the Honour of the Ladies; as I 
alfo have reftrain’d them from being fe- 
vere on the Men, in what is likely to 
give them any great Uneafinefs. But 

to the Jefts you alledge, I beg Leave to 
obferve, that what Alonfo Carillo faid 


to Boadilla, tho’ there be fomething in 
it not very favourable to her Modetty, 
Hh2 yet 
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yet does it not difpleafe, fince fo far 
that it may be 
with a quite contrary 
View. There was another of his, un- 
feemly enough, in my Opinion; for the 
Queen pafling by Boadilla’s Houfe, and 
Alonfo perceiving a great Number of 
Figures of the moft wanton Beatts 
drawn with a Coal on her Gates, the 
very fame as are ufually found on thofe 
of an Inn: See, Madam, faid he, ad- 
dreffing himfelf to the Countefs of Ca- 
ftagneto, the Heads of thofe Creatures 
which it is daily Boadilla’s Sport to kill. 
You | that the Metaphor 
Dien: from Hunters, whofe Pride it is 
to fix the Heads of many wild Crea- 
tures to their Gates, is ingenious enough, 
yet was the Jeft indecent and fcurrilous: 


fetch’d, and fo conceal’d, 


thought fpoken a 


perce ive here, 


and the more fo, as it was not in an- 
fwer to any thing, which might in fome 


Meafure have qualify’d it, making it ap- 
pear the Etfe & of Provocation, as {po- 
ken without Confideration. 


But to return to the Stratagems with 
which Women divert themfelves: I 


don’t fay they do well in impofing on 
their Husbands ; but only that fome of 
fe Deceits which we find in Boccace, 
are witty and entertaining enough; and 
etal 
part ticular rly by 
But that of Ricciardo Minutoli was, in 
3 

my Opinion, carrying the thing much 
farther than Beatrice as he 

greater Uneafinefs to Philipello’s Wife, 
than Beatrice to her fe Egano ; for 


thofe mention’d you. 


did ; gave 
Spou 
Licciardo’s Deceit was a fort of Violence, 
and drew her into an Act which fhe ab- 
horr’d; whereas Beatrice 
Husband, that fhe might not want 
Opportunity, what fhe did not 
nclination. 


impos’d on her 


for 





COURTIER. 


el[o potea diffimular lo; & afermare 


non Lhaver detto a quel fine. ‘Un’ - 
ini ne diffe (al parér m10) difcon- 
ventente molto;  quefto fu, che 


pajendo la Regina divanti lacafa 
pir della Signora Boadig lia, 
Alon fo la porta tutta di pial ta cow car- 

boni di quegli animal: difbonefiz, che 
ft dipingono per V hofleri te in tante 
forme; © accoftatofi alla Contefja di 
Caftagneto, diffe: Lccovi Signora le 
tefle Jolla fiere, chogni g10rn0 amaz- 
za la §. Boa diglia alla caccia. Ve- 
dete che qu efio, avenga che fia inge- 
niofa metafora, © ben rolta da i cac- 
ciatori, che hanno per gléria haver 
attacate alle lor porte molte tefte di 
fiere, pur é feurrile, § vergognofo = 

oltra che non fi rifpofta, che il re- 
fponder ha molto pin del cortefe, per- 
che par che LVhuomo fia provocato , 


© forza e che fia all improvifo. 


pees | 
ULlG2 


Ma tornando al propéfite delle bur- 
le delle‘Donne: non dico 10, che fac- 
cian bene ad ingannare t mariti - ma 
dico, che alcuni di gquegl inganni, 
che récita Giovan Boccaccio delle 
Donne, fon belit,  ingentofi affai: 
© maffimamente quell, che v0e pro- 
prio havete dettt. Ada fecondo Mey 
la burla di Riccardo Minutoli paffa 
il termine,  é pid acerba affai, che 
guella di Beatrice; che molto pia 
tolfe K Ricciardo Minitoli alla moglie 
di Filippello, che non tolfe Reaty ice 
ad Egano fuo marito, perché Ric- 
ciar do con guello ingauno sforz0 colei, 

fécela far di fe “fleffa quello, che 
pe non voleva; & Beatrice in ganno 
‘fito mar vin per. far efja di se fleffa 
quello, che le piacéva. 

4llhora 
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Allbora il S Gafparo, Per niuna 
altra caudfa, diffe, fi po eftufir Bea- 
trice, eccetts ché per amore; il che 
Jt deve cosi amméttere ne gli hudémi- 
nt, come nelle donne. 

Alhova Meffer Bernardo, In vé- 
ro rifpofe, grande efcufatione dogni 
fallo portan feco le paffiont damire: 


nientediméno, 10 per me giudico, che 


un gentiL huomo di valore, il qual a- 


mt, debba cosi in quefio, come in tut- 
te Laltre cofe effer fincero,  vert- 
dico. Et fe 6 véroche fia vilta & 
mancamento tanto abominévole Lef- 
fer traditore, ancéra contra un ne- 
mico, confiderate quanto pik fi deve 
eflimar grave tal errore contra per- 
fona, che sami: & i0 credo, che ogni 
gentil innamorato toéleri tante fati- 
che, tante vigtlie, fi fottoponza a 
tantt pertcoli, [varca tance lacrime, 
ufi tant modi &§ vie di compiacére 
Lamata “Donna, non per acyzuiftarne 
principalmente il corpo, ma per vin- 
cere la rocca di quell animo ; |pez- 
Zare gquet durtifimi diamanti; fecl 
dar quet freddi ghiacci, che fpeffo 
ne delicate petti fi.nno di quefie don- 
ne. Et guefto credo fia il véro & 
fodo piacere, el fine dove tende L’in- 
tentione d’un nobil core. Et certo, io 
per mé amerei meglio, effend? inna- 
morato, conofcer chiaramente, che 
guella acu to ferviffi, mi vedamaffe 
di core, wm haveffe donato L’animo 
fenza haverne mat altra fatisfattio- 


ne, che godérla, & haverue ogni co- 
pia contra fua voghia; che in tal ca- 
fo 4 mé parerta effer patrone a’ un 
corpo morto. ‘Per guelli, che con- 
feéguono t fuoi defidevir per mexo di 
quefte burle: che forfe pink tofto tra- 
dimenti, che burle chiamar ft porta- 
#0; fanno ingiiria ad altri: né con 
tutto 
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The only Excufe for Beatrice, faid 
Gafpar, is Love; which ought to be an 
equally good one for Men and Wo- 


men. 


The Paffion of Love, anfwer’d Ber- 
nard, pleads ftrongly in Excufe for moft 
Faults : YetI think that a Man of Ho- 
nour who is in Love, ought in that, as 
in every thing elfe, to obferve moft reli- 
gioufly Sincerity and Truth. For as 
Treachery even towards an Enemy ap- 
pears moft deteftable, with what Agera- 
vation ought it to be confider’d when to- 
wards a Perfon we love? Nor indeed do I 
believe that a fincere Lover undergoes 
fuch Fatigues, expofes himfelf to fo ma- 
ny Dangers, fheds fo many Tears, and 
applies himfelf to fuch various Arts of 
pleafing the Perfon on whom his Affe- 
étions are placed, fo much to poffefs her 
Body as to win her Mind; to foften a 
Heart hard often as the Adamant, to 
warm one cold as the very Ice. This I 


-am perfuaded is the true and folid Plea- 


fure, the only Aim and Intention of a 
noble Mind. And were I my felf to love 
a Woman, to know that I had her Heart, 
would be a greater Satisfaction, were that 
iy only one, than to receive thofe cold 
Exmbraces to which fhe was not inclined 
but forced; fince in fucha Cafe I fhould 
fancy only a lifelefs Body in my Arms. 
They therefore who compafs their Ends 
by thofe Stratagems, which deferve rather 
the Name of Treacheries, injure others 
highly: nor find themfelves that Satisfa- 
ction which ought to be fought in Love, 
as poffeffing the Perfon without the A ffe- 
étions. The fame I obferve of others 
that apply to Love Powders, to down- 
right Force, to fleeping Potions, or the 
like. Prefents alfo leffen much the Joys 
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Of Love; fince they give us Reafon to 
fufpect that the Man isnot loved, but his 
Money. And therefore the Love of a 
Woman of Fortune is fo much prized, 
becaufe we are fure it is not mercenary, 
but that it muft be hearty and fincere : 
For we cannot poffibly believe that a La- 
dy of fuperior Fortune would fhew any 
Signs of Love to an Inferior, did fhe not 
really love him. 


I deny not, anfwer’d Gafpar, that the 
Intention, the Toils and Hazards of Lo- 
vers, ought principally to refpect the 
Conqueft of the Mind, rather than of the 
Body: But what I affert is, that thefe 
Deceits, which in Men truly are Trea- 
cheries, but in Women pleafant Strata- 
gems, are the beft Means of effecting 
this; fince you cannot have one part of 
the Woman, but you muft the other. 
For, if you remember well, Philipello’s 
Wife, after all her Sorrow for the vile 
Artifice Ricciardo had ufed to gain her; 
yet, refivcting on the patter tee between 
a Hufband and a Lover, that great Con- 
cern was turn’d into a violent Affection, 
and no one from that time fo near her 
Heart as Ricciardo 


You fee then, that what neither conti- 
nual Attendance, nor the moft valuable 
Prefents, nor the fo many Proofs of his 
Affeétions fo long afforded her had the 
Power 





tutto cio han quella fatisfattione, 
che in amor defiderar ft deve, poffe- 
dendo il corpo fenza la volonta. It 
medéfimo dico a’alcuw altri, che in a- 
more ufano incantéfimt, malte, e tal- 
hor forza, talbor fonntfert, e simils 
cofe. Et fappiate, che li dont ancé- 
va molto diminutfcono t pracéri a’a- 
more; perche l’huomo puo flar im di- 
b10 di non effer amato, ma che quella 
Donna faccia dimofiration d’amarto, 
per trarne utilita. Pero vedete gl 
amort di gran Donne effer fimati’, 
perche par che non poffano proceder 
aaltra caufa, che da proprio, & 
vero amore: ne ft dee crédere, che 
ana gran Signora mat dimoftri amare 
un {uo minore, fe non Lama vera- 
mente. 

Allhora il Signor Gafparo, Io non 
NCZ0 ri[pofes che Vintentione, le fa- 
tiche, & 2 pericoli de gv innamor att, 
non débbano haver principalménte 
ab fin fuo indrizzato alla vittéria 
dell’ animo pit, che del corpo della 
‘Donna amata: ma dico, che quefiz 
engaunt, che voine gli hudmini chia- 
mate tras saints & nelle donne burle, 
fon Pats mezzt per gidngere ague- 
fto fine; perebe sempre, chi poffede 
il corpo delle Donne, @ ancor St- 
gnore dell’animo. Et fe ben vt ri- 
corda, la moglie dt Filippello dopo 
tanto rammarico per Pinganuo fat- 
tole da Riciardo, conofcendo quanto 
pit [rporiti fofera 2 bafti dell’ aman- 
te, che quei del marito, voltata la 
fia durezza in dolce amore verfoRs 
ciardo, teneriffimaménte da quel 
giorno innanzi Pamd. 

Eccovi, che quello, che non havea 
potuto far tt folliczto frequentare, Z 
dow, e tantaliri: fegni, cosd lunga- 
mente dimofirati, in poco a’bora fe . 
ce 
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c¢ lo flar con let. Hor vedete, che 
pur quefta bur la, 0 tradiment, come 
wogliate dire, fu buona via per at- 
guifier la rocca di quell animo. 


Alibcra Meffer Bernardo, Voi, 
Gife, fate un prefuppofto falsiffimo; 
che fe le Donne d ffero fempre L ant- 
mo a chi lor tiene il corpo; uon fe ue 
trovaria alcuua, che non amaffe i 
marito pie che alira perfina del 
mondo; ikche ft vede in coxtrario: 
ma Giovan Boccaccio era, come fere 
QUCOY V0l, a gran torto nemico delle 
Donne. 

Rifpofe ik Signor Gafpare, Io 
non fon gia lor uimico; ma ben pochi 
hudmint di valor fi tréveno, che ge- 
mivalmente téngan conto aicuno di 
Donne; fe ben talhor rer gualche 
fio difecno méftrano 2 contrario. 

kifpofe allhora Meffer Beruardo, 
Vou non folamente fate iwgitria alle 
Donne, ma an bra a tuts gli budmi- 
ut, chel’ hanno in riveréntia: nien 
tediméno 10 (come ho detto) non vo- 
glio per hora ufvir del mio pr mo 
propifite delle burle ;&5 entrar in im- 
prefa cosi difficile, come farebbe il 
difender le Doune contra voi, che fe- 
te graudifimo guerriera. Pero daro 
jine 2 quejlo mio ragionamento, 71 
gual forfe é flato molto pid lungo, 
che non bifognava, ma certo men pia- 
cévole, che voi non. afpettavate. Et 
pot che veggio le Donne flarfi cosi 
chete, & fopportar le imgidrie da voi 
Cost patientemente, come fanno; effi 
maro da mo inuanzi effer véra una 
parte di quello, che ha detto il Si- 
gvor Ottaviano, cid é&, che effenon fi 
caranuo che di lor fia detto male iu 
ogut altra cofa, pur che nou stano 
moraite di poca honefta. 

Allbora 
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Power to, effect, was brought about by 
the odd Occurrences of a fingle Hour, 
Such was the Force of a merry Stratagem 
or Treachery, if you will have it fo, to 
gain that ftubborn Heart. 

It isa falfe Suppofition of yours, faid 
Bernard, that one part of the Woman 
cannot be gained, but both muft; for 
then it would follow, that all Women 
loved their Hufbands; which we are moft 
certain they do not: But Boccace was, as 
you are, an Enemy to the Sex, without 
any Reafon for it. 


I am none of their Enemy, anfwer’d 
Gafpar; but there are, to {peak the 
Truth, few Men of Senfe who think fa- 
vourably of the Women, whatever, to 
ferve a Turn, they may pretend. 


This, faid Bibiena, is not only to 
wrong the Women, but all thofe of our 
own Sex, who value and refpect them: 


But I will not, asI have already told 


you, go beyond my Subject; and engage 
in fo difficult a Point, as the Defence 
of Women, againft fo potent an Adver- 
lary as your felf. I will therefore put 
an End to a Difcourfe which has per- 
haps been much longer than was necef: 
fary, and undoubtedly lefs entertaining 
than was expected. And fince I fee 
the Ladies fo patient under all the hard 
Reflections you have caft upon them; 
TI fhall henceforward think, that there 
is fome Truth in what O@avian ad: 
vane’d, That afperfe not their Honour, 
and you may be as fatyrical on them as 
you pleafe, without any Offence. 
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Here feveral of the Ladies, on a Sign 
from the Dutchefs, rofe from their Seats, 
and ran laughing towards Gafpar, as if 
they were Hetel¥ °d he fhould fhare the 
Fate of Orpheus; letting him know, 
that he fhould experience whether orno 
Calumny provok’d them. Thus, what 
vith their ftirring and their laughing, 
they fhook off the Drowfinefs to anit 
all foul themfelves difpos’d. “ 


See here, faid Gafpar then, for want 
of Reafon they apply to Force, and 
will end the Difpute by the Weight of 
their Arms. 


You fhall not efcape fo, anfwer ’d Emi- 
lia; for when Bibiena was quite {pent 
with fo long a Difcourfe, you began 
your Attack on the Women, appre- 
hending there was no one to oppofe 
you: but we'll fend a frefh Champion 
into the Field to engage with you, that 
your Crime may not pafs long unpu- 
nifh’d. And turning then to Magnifico 
Juliano, who hitherto had been almoft 
wholly filent, You, faid fhe, are regard- ’ 
ed as the conftant Advocate for the 
Reputation of our Sex 3 let us then now 
fee how well you have deferv’d that 
Charaéter: And if, as yet, your Services 
have not been, duly acknowledg’d, af- 
fure your felf, that in defeating this fo 
violent a Foe to us, you will lay the 


piehel: Obligation on US, and which we 
fhall always “endeav our to requite 5 tho’ 


how earneftly foever we may endeavour, 


we {till fhall fall fhort of effecting it. 


Allhora una gran parte dz quelle 
Donne, ben per haverle la Signora 
Ducheffa fatto cost cenno, ft levaro- 
no in piedt, &5 ridendo tutte cérfero 
ver fo il Signor Ga/fparo, come per 
darli dele buffe  farne come le 
Baccanti d’ Orfeo; tuttavia dicendo, 
Lora vedrete fe ci curiamo, che di not 
ft dica male. Cosi tra per le rifa, 
tra per lo levarfi ogwun in piedt, 
pave chet fonno, a quale homai oc- 
cupava gli occhi, © Panimo daluni, 
fi partiffe 

Ma iS. Gafpar comincio a dire, 
Eccovi, che per non haver ragione, 
voglion valerfi della forza, © a 
queso modo finire il ragionamento ; 
dandoci (come ft fuol dire) una lie 
céntia braccefca. 

Alihor, Nou viverra fatto, ri- 
Spofe la Signora Emilia, che, poi che 
havete veduto Meffér Bernardo flan- 
co del lungo ravionare, havete comin- 
ciato a dir tant» mal delle downe, con 


opintone ut non havér chi vi contra- 
A 16 ae ma Lr WO Z Mettcvewmo lit campo UN 
Cavalier pin frefco, che combattera 
con vot, accid che Perror voftro uon 
fia cosi bi camente rmpunito. Et cost 


riioltana Kf al Magnifico Giuliano, il 
feb ot lhora poco parlato havea, 
iiffe, Vor fete eftimato Protettor 
del Porites delle Donne; pero adeffo é 
tempo che dimoftriate non haver ac- 
guifiato quefto nome falfamente: & 
fe per lo adtetro di tal profe e/fio ue 
havete mat havuto remuneratione al- 
cuua, bora penfar dovete, reprimen- 
do cosi acerbo nemico nofire, d’obligar- 
vi molto pin tutte le Donne, © tan- 
to, che avenga che mai non fi faccia 
altro che pagarvi; pir lébligo debba 
fempre refldr vive, ne mai fi poffa 
jinir di pagare. 
Allbora 
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Milhora ik Magnifico Gi Uliano, Sz- 
Qu0ra Mid, rifpofe , parmt che voi 
facclate molto CHARS al vofiro Mit 0h 
60, & pochiffimo al voftra Difen/ afore ; 
percne certo infinod gui, niuna cofa 
ba detto il S. Gafparo contra le don- 
ne, che Meffer Bernardo non gli hab- 
bia ottimamente rifpofto: credo 
che ogn’un di not conofea che al Cor 
tegiano ft convien haver grand iffima 
river éutia alle Donne; °8 che chi é 
aifcreto 5 cortefe, non deve wai ey 
ger ii al poca honefia, ne {cherzando, 
ne a do vero. Berd yy) aifputa ar que- 
y toni i paléfe verita, é quae unt met - 
ter prht zelle cofe chiare. Parmi 
ben che l Signor Ottavian o fia um po- | 
co ufcito de ter mint, dicendo che de 
Don me [ono animals imperfettzfjimz, 
© non capaci di far atto alcun vir- 
tuofo, e di poca, 0 ninna dignita, a 
vifpotto de gli hudmini. Kt perche 
Stpefjo fi da fede a coloro, che hanno 
wolta autorita, fe ben uon dtcono cosz 
compitamente il vero, & ancor quan- 
do parlano da beffe, haffi il S.Gafpa- 
v0 lafczato indir dalle Rae del Sz- 
guor Ottaviano a dire, che gli hudmz- 
ut favit @effe non tengou conto alcu- 
no; zl che é falsiffimo : anzi poche 
hudminz di valore ho (3 mat conofc1ru- 
tt, che non amino, © offérvino le 
donne; bla virti delle quali, © con- 
Seguenteménte la dignita efiimo i, 
che non fia ont inferior a guella de 
gli hudmini: : Nientediméno, fe fi ha- 
welfe da VEN a a guefla contentione, 
la catifa delle donne haver ‘eb be gran- 
diffima disfavore; perchée quefli Si- 
guort hanno formato un Cortegiano 
tanto eccellente, €&5 con age divine 
conditions, che chi havera il penfie- 
vo a coufiderar| lo tale, imaginera 2 
meértti delle donne non poter aggiun- 


Gere 
qy 
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You do a great deal of Honour, an. 
{wer’d Julian, to yourEnemy, and bi 
little to your Friend, fince Gafpar has 
S eiecat nothing to the Sex which Bibie- 
na has not fully Belts, Nor do I be- 
lieve there are any prefent know how ne- 
ceflary it is fora Courtier to treat the La- 
dies with all imaginable Deference; and 
how contrary to Difcretion and good 

Breeding to refle& on their Honour, 
whether. in jeft or earneft. To difpute 
therefore about fuch evident Truths 
would be put to perplex what is already 
clear. Octavian, I think, went too creat a 
Length, when he afferted that rans 
were extremely imperfect, incapable of 

ry great Virtue, of fine or no Worth, 
f Hee aeea with Men. And becaufe Au- 
thority often gains a Man Belief, when 
he does not ftriétly adhere to Truth, nay, 
when he is merry, and but in jeft, Iam 
apt to fancy, that Octavian’s Expfeffions 
lead Gafpar to advance, that few Men of 
Senfe think favourably of the Sex, which 
is. indeed a notorious Untruth: For «I 
{carce ever knew any Perfons of Worth 
in whofe Efteem the Ladies had not the 
foremoft Place; whofe Virtues, and con- 
fequently Merit, I do not perceive to fall 
fhort of what we find in our own Sex: 
Neverthelefs, if this fhould be contro- 
verted, I fear the Ladies would ix under 
a very great Difadvantage ; becaufe thefe 
eee Perfons ee form’d a Cour- 
tier fo excellent, and of fuch noble Qua- 
lities, that whoever views him fo adorn- 
ed, will imagine, that none of the Fe 
male Worthies can rife to fuch a Height: 
But to put Things on an Equality, there 
muft be fome one of as much Wit and 
EJoquence as the Counts Lewis and F're- 
derick to form a Court Lady, with all 
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as the Debate er has en defcrib’d, with 
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all thofe becoming his: Andthen, if the j 
Ladies Advocate had but a modere fhare 
7 j Tae Layaas ae 
yw ndei i viitiil Os t THINK, ay ape 
dds abet oe ral 
1g he would be by tne iruth, he mign 


recoinme nd tl them as tne Men, 


Or rather much more, anfwer’d. Emi- 
lia; and hence poffibly it is, that Virtue 
s of the Feminine Gender, and Error of 
the Mafculine. 

Gafpar fmiled, and turning to Nicolo 
Frigio, What, faid he, is your Opinion, 

I really pity Julian, anfwer’d Frigio, 
for being fo deceived by the Artifices of 
Emilia, as to affert a Thing which I am 


quite afhamed of for his faké. 


oe | Ne 


You will be afhamed’for your own, 
anfwer’d Emilia with a Smile, when you 
ee Gafpar convinced of his and your Er- 
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ror, afking a Pardon which. we fhall re- 


tule to grant. 


" 


s it is now: very late, interpofed the 
Duchefs, let us defer the whole ’till to 
to Morrow., and. the rather, becaufe I 
think it reafonable to follow Julian’s Ad- 
vice: namely, before we come to the 
Difpute, to form a Court Lady, as well 
accomplifh’d as thefe Gentlemen have 
made their Courtier 


at ah | A = Pa T : D 
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mplifhments proper to her Sex, gere a guel términe: mua fe la cofa 
a2 ae ee hifhumereee 
Iavelfe a effer pa art 5 atfornareboe 
prima che un tanto tgeniofo, © tan- 
to eloquent C> quanto she il Conte 
Ludovico, Meff r Federico, fi 
maffe una Donna di Palazzo con tut- 
te le perfettio 701 appe rtenentt aDon- 
Ha, cosi come effi hanno formato it 
Cortegizano con le Pot ett10nt appar- 
tenenti ad huomo: © allhor, fe quel 


1] 
micayven 
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che difende(fe la lor caufa foffe ad in- 


Segno, 5 d’eloguéntia mediocre, peu- 


fo che per effer aiutato dalla veritas 


dimafrr la Nid amente, che le‘Don- 


any 


ne fon cosi virtuofe, come gle hudmi- 
NL. 


Rifpofe la Signora Emilia, AnZt 


molto pins, ©9 che co si flay vedete 
che la virth @ fémina, @b-vtt10 ma- 


WE 


{chio 


Rife alibor it S.Gafparo, & vol- 
tatoft a Meffer Nicolo Frigio, Che ne 
as te voi Frigio di ffe? 

Rifp oft il Frigio, 10 bo compaffione 
al S. Magnificd, tl quale ingannato 
dalle promeffe, & lufinghe della Si- 
gnora Emilia, é incorfo im errore dt 
dir quello, che 10 in fio fervttio ms 
it nis 

ilpofe la ignora Emilia, pur ‘t- 

dead Ben vi vengognarete vot di 

voi fleffo, quando vedrete il S Gaf- 

par convinto confe ffar il fuo, el vo- 

fivo errore; &§ domandar quel perdo- 

n0, che noi non glt. vorremo concé- 
acre. 

Allhora la Signora Duchefja, per 
effer Phora molto tar da, vogho diffe, 
che differiamoil tutto a domani, tan- 
to piu, perchée mi par ben fatto pi 
gliar il config lio del Signor Magnifi- 
co: cid e, che prima che ft venga a 
guefia di fpiita, cosi fi formt una Don- 
na diPalazzo con tutte le perfettio- 
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ni, come hanno formato quefts Signort 
aL perfetto Cortegzano. 

Szgnora, diffe allhora la Signora 
Emilia, Dio voglia che noi non ci 
abbattiamo a dar quefla imprefa a 
gualche congiurato col §.Gafpar, che 
ct formi una Cortegiana, che non fap- 
pia far altro, che lacucina, © fi- 
lare. 

Diffe zt Frigio, Ben é quefto it 
fuo proprio officio. <Allbora la S§. 
Ducheffa, io voglio, diffe, confidar- 
mt del Signor Magnifico, il qual per 
effer di quello ingegno § giudicio, che 
fon certa, imaginerad quella perfet- 
tion maggiore, che defiderar fi puo in 
donna, % efprimeralla ancor ben con 
le parole;  cosi haveremo che op- 
porre alle falfe calinnie del S. Gaf- 
paro. 
ignora mia, rifpofe iL Maguifico, 
zo now sd come buon configlio fia il 
vofiro tmporm imprefa di tanta im- 
portantia,ch’10 in vero non mivi fento 


€ 
8) 


fuffictente: née fono 10 come il Conte,. 


© Meffer Federico, 2 quali con la elo 
guéntia fua hanno formato un Corte- 
giano, che mai non fu, née forfe puod 
éffere. Pur, fe a voi piace ch'i0 bab- 
bia quefio carico, fia almen con guei 
pattt, che hanno havuti quef? altri 
Szgnorz; cide, che ogwun poffa, dove 
gli parera, contradirmt; ch’10 quefto 
eflimaro non contraditione, ma aiuto: 
© forfe col corréggere gli error: miet, 
fcoprivafii quella per fettion della don- 
na dt Palazzo, che fi cerca. 

flo Spero, rifpofe la Signora ‘Du- 
ciefja, che l voftro razionamento fa- 
ra tale, che poco vi fi potra contra- 
dire. Si che mettete par l’aunimo a 
guefto fol penfiero; & formateci una 
tal donna, che quefti nofira adver fi- 
vii fi vergoguino a dir, ch’ellanon fra 





Fleaven avert, faid Emilia, our affign- 
ing that Province to one in the Confede- 
racy with Gafpar, who fhall defcribe us a 
Perfon fit only to be in theKitchin, or at 
the Spinning Wheel. 


I know not where fhe could be better 
employ’d, faid Frigio. I fhall truft, faid 
the Duchefs, to Julian, from whofe Wit 
and Judgment we may promife our felves 
all the Perfections that can be wifhed in 
Woman, and them fet off with all the 
Beauty that Words can give; whence we 
fhall have fufficient to anfwer whatever 
Gafpar can allege to our Prejudice. 


Madam, anfwer’d fulian, I cannot tell 
what to fay to your Purpofe of affig 
me fo important an Office, to which in- 
deed I think my felf in no wife equal: 
I havenot the Abilities of the Count and 
Frederick, whofe Eloquence has formed a 
Courtier fuch as never was, or perhaps 
never canbe. But if you determine that 
I muft undertake fuch a Tafk, let it be 
on the fame Conditions which thofe other 
Gentlemen have had; namely, that eve- 
ry one may object what he pleafe; whic 
I fhall regard rather as the affi 
contradicting me: and perhaps by 
recting my Errors, we may come a 
full Difcovery of the perfec € 
dy we enquire after. 

J am in Hopes, anfwer’d the Duchefs, 
that your Difcourfe will be fuch as little 
can be objected to it. Be y< 
therefore wholly turned to this Affair 
and form fuch a Lady as our Adverfa 
ries may blufh to affert inferior to their 
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Courtier; to whom Frederick need add 
nothing, as having already beftowed on 
him too much of Ornament, efpecially 
fince a Woman is to be put into Compari- 
fon with him. 

Indeed, Madam, faid Frederick, I 
bad little more to mention on that Head; 
ind that very Little Bernard’s Jefts have 
put quite out fae my Memory. 


Iffo, anfwer’d the Duchefs, let us but 
meet early to Morrow, and there will be 
time enough to difpatch both Matters. 
And here all rifing, paid their Refpects 
to the Duchefs, and retired. 


The End of the Second Book. 


pari di virth al Cortegiano; del qua- 

Le ben fara, che Meffer Federico non 
ragioni pin, che pir troppo Pha ador 

RULO , havéndog li malfirn maménte da 
effer dato paragone d’una donna. 

A me Signor a, diffe allhora Meffes 
Feder ico,bor Ma fA 0 niente AVANZA 
che dir fopra il Cortegzano ; quello 
che penfato bane, per le facétie di 
Meffer Bernardo, me ufcito di men- 
Lé. 

Se cosi é, diffe la S.Ducheffa, di- 
mani riducéndoci infieme a buow hora, 
barem ‘ tempo di fati sfar all’una co- 


fa,  Valtra. Et cosi detto, ft leva- 


700 tut ti in piedi; © prefariveren- 
teménte licéntia dalla Signora ‘Du- 
chefja, ciafcun fi fa alla fiantia fua: 


IL Fine del Libro Seconda: 





CORTEGIANO, 


DEL 
Conte Baldaffar Cafizglione,, 
A 
M. Atronso Ariosro. 
Lisro III. 


| Egeffi, che Pithagora fotti- 
res Liffimamente, con bel mo- 
ie ze do trove la mifura del cor- 
=ieeise po d’Hercule. Ht quefto, 
che fapéendsft quello {patio, nel gua- 
fe ogut cingue anni fi celebravano z 
giuocht Olimpici in Acata preffo El- 
de, inanzi al Témpio di Giove Ol/m- 
pico, effer flato mifurato da Hercule, 
& fatto un fiddio di feicento, & ven- 
viconque piedi de {uot propriz; & 
glaltri fladij7, che per tutta Gre 
cia da t poftert poi firono inflituiti, 
effer medefimaménte di fei cento, & 
venticinque piedi 3 ma con tutto cid 
alquanto 
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GG Rick slidie Rey 
OF 


Count Batpassar CasTiGLione, 


M. /fonfo Ariofto. 
Boox Il. 


we: E. read that Pythagoras, after 
a very fubtil and curious Man- 
j ner, difcover’d the Meafure 
of Hercules’s Body. For he 
knew that the Stadium before the Tem- 
ple of Jupiter in Achaia, near Elis, 
(where every five Years the Olympick 
Games were celebrated) was mark’d out 
by Hercules, and confifted of 625 of 
his own Feet; and alfo that the Stadi- 
ums of After-times, inftituted in moft 
Parts of Greece, contain’d the like Num- 
ber of Feet; but yet were fomething 
fhorter.. From this Proportion Pytha- 
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soras eafily gather’d how much the Foot 
of Hercules was longer than other hu- 
man Feet; and then having attain’d the 
Dimenfion of Hercules’s Foot, he con- 
cluded that was proportionably as 
much bigger than other Men, as that 
Stadium was longer than the other Sta- 


diums. 


In the fame Manner, dear Alphonfus, 
you may clearly learn from this {mall 
Part of the whole Body, how much the 
Court of Urbino furpafs’d all others of 
Italy: For by only computing how much 
the Sports devis’d for refrefhing Men’s 
Minds, after the hurry of Bufinefs, ex- 
cell’d thofe of other Courts, you may 

uefs of what Kind the other noble Oc- 
cupations were, to which they wholly 
dedicated their Minds. This Truth I 
venture to affirm, and hope to be be- 
liev’d ; fince it is not fo remote from 
our Times, as to give room for Fiction ; 
but:can be prov’d by the Teftimonies 
of feveral Perfons worthy of Credit, 
who are ftill living, and have both feen 
and known the Practices which once 
flourifh’d in that Court; the Memory 
of which I own my felf oblig’d with all 
poflible Care to preferve from Oblivion, 
and by my Writings to make it live 
in the Minds of Pofterity. Perhaps 
hereafter there will not be wanting thofe, 
who, on this Account may envy our 
Age: For there is none, who reads the 
furprifing Stories of ancient Times, but 
is apt to form a-greater Idea of them, 
than can be exprefs’d by Books, tho’ 
never fo divinely written. 


Therefore 
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alguanto pik corti di quello. Pi- 
thagora facilmenee conobbe a quella 
proportion, guanto tl pie d’Hércule 
foffe flato maggior de gl altri pieat 
humani ; © cosi intefa la mifura del 
piede, a quella comprefe tutiol cor. 
po.a’Heércule tanto effer fiato di gran- 
dezza fuperiore a gl altri huéminti 
proportionalmente, quanto quel fia- 
dio a gl altri fiddit. 
Vor adungque Mefer Alfonfo mio 
per la medéfima ragione, da quefia 
piccola parte di tuttoel corpo, potete 
chiaramente condfcere quanto laCorte 
d”Urbino foffe @ tutte Valtre dell’- 
Italia fuperiore: confiderando, quan- 
to 2 giuochi, tL quals fono ritrovats 
per recrear gl animt affaticati dalle 
facende pit drdue, foffero a guellz, 
che siufano nell’ altre Corti dell’Ita- 
lia, fuperiori; 9 fe quefte eran ta- 
li, imaginate, quals eran poi Valtre 
operation virtuofe, ov eran glt anime 
intenti, e totalmente déditt. Et di 
guefio 10 confidentemente ardifco dt 
parlare, con [peranza deffer creduto ; 
non laudando cofe tanto antiche, che 
mi fia lécito fingere; © poffendo ap- 
provar quant’io ragiono col teftimd- 
nio di molti hucmini degut di fede, 
che vivono aucbra, © prefentiat- 
mente bauno veduto,  conofciuto 
la vita,ei conftumi, che in quella 
Cafi fiortrono un tempo; © 10 mi 
tengo obligato per guanto poffo adi 
sforzarmi con ogni fludio vendicar 
dalla mortas oblivione guefia chiara 
memiria, & ferivendo, farla vivere 
ne gli dnimi det poftert. Onde for- 
fe per Lavenire non manchera, chi 
per quefto ancor port: tnvidia ab [e- 
col nofiro: che non é alcun, che leg- 
gale maravigliofe cofe de gh anti- 
chi, che nell” animo fio non forms 
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una certa mages Or Opinicn 
di chi fi firive, che non wire ‘i 
piljano efprimer quez libri, avenga 
che divinamente ftano feritti 

Cosi noi defideramo, che tutti quel- 
li, nelle cui mani verra gquefta nofira 
fatica, fe pir mat fara di tan tg 
wor degi ah che da nébili Cavalieri, 
© valsrofe ‘Donne mériti effer ve- 
dita, prefumano, per fermo tén- 
gano la corte d”*Urbino “ope fata 
molto pid eccellen ibe €& ornata a’ hud- 
mini fingulari, che not nou potemo 
fevivendo efprimere. fe im not 
folfe tanta eloguéntia, quanto tn effi 
era valore, non haremo bifogno a’ ab 
tro tefleménio, per far che “alle p2- 
vole nofire foffe da quelli, che non 
Phanno veduto, dato piena fede. 

Liffendo adunque ridutta ib feguen- 
te giori be all’ hora confueta la com- 
pagnia al folsto loco; 6 piftapt con- 
filén 110 a jedére, rivolfe ogwun gli 
‘occhi a a Meer Federico, & al Mag- 


nifico Giuliano, afpettando, qual dc. 


lor deffe principio a ragionare. On- 
de la baa ‘Ducheffa, effendo fta- 
ta alquanto cheta, S. Magntfico, dif- 
fe, ogn’un defidera veder quefia vo- 
fira Donna ben ornata: ; & oye" non ce 
la mofirate di tal modo, che le fie 
bellezze tutte ft véggano, eftimaré- 
mo che ne fiate gelofo. 

Rifpofe il Magnifico, Signora fe 
19 la teneffe per bella, la mofiraré: 
fenza altri ornamenti, © at quel 
‘modo, che volfe vedér Paris le tré 
Dee. Ma fe quefte donne (che pir 
lo fanno fave) now matétano ad ac- 
conciarla, 20 dubito che uon folaméte 
il Signor Gafparo, el Frigio, ma 
tutt: gquefialtri: haranno giufta cau- 
a di dirne male. Perd, mentre 
chiella fia pur.in qualche opinion 
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Therefore I intreat all thofe 
whofe Hands this Work fhall fall, efpe- 
cially: fuch accomplifh’d Gentlemen and 
Ladies, as fhall Aidk it worthy of their 
Notice, to Slate and to be well affue 
red, that the Court of Urbino was far 
more ining, and more adorn’d with 
Men of Parts, than I by writing can ex: 
prefs. Had I Words equal to its Merit, 
I.might, without any other Teftimony, 
obtain Belief from thofe who never faw 
ite 


The Day following, the Company af 
fembled at the ufual Time and Place; 
and after having with Silence feated them- 
félves, they all fix’d their Eyes on Fre- 


derick and Julian, waiting that one of 


them would begin the Conference. Aft 
ter a fhort Paufe, the Duchefs faid; Ju- 
lian, every.one is impatient to fee your 
Court: Lady drefs out; and unlefs you 
fhew her fo, that all her Charms may ap- 
pear to the Eye, we fhall believe you jea- 
lous of her. 


Madam, reply’d Julian, if I thought 
her an accomplifh’d Beauty, I would fhew 
her without any. Garb at all, and in the 
Manner, that Paris chofe to fee the three 
Goddeffes. _ But unlefs thefe Ladies, who 
underftand the Art of Drefs, do help me 
to fet her off, I fear, that not ey Gal- 
par and Frigio, but all thefe other Gen- 
tlemen, will have juft Caufe to cenfure 


her. . Befides, fince the Opinion of her 
Beauty 
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Beauty already prevails, perhaps it will 
be the wifeft way to keep her from being 
feen, and to hear what Frederick has to 
add about the Courtier; who, without 
Doubt, has more Charms than my Wo- 
man can pretend to. 

What I farther thought to fay, an- 
{wer’d Frederick, is not fo effential to 
the Courtier, but ic may be dropp’d 
without any Inconvenience: And indeed 
it is partly foreign to the Subje& I have 


been fpeaking of. 


Pray what was it you thought to fay? 
the Duchefs afk’d. Madam, anfwer’d 
he, I intended, to the beft of my Power, 
to defcribe the Companies and Orders 
of Knighthood under their feveral Ban- 
ners, erected by great Princes; as that 
of St. Michael in France ; the Garter under 
the Name of St. Georgein England; the 
Golden Fleece in Burgundy: Next, with 
what Ceremonies thefe Titles are confer’d, 
and by what Offences they become for- 
feited ; asalfo their Origine, Founders, and 
the Ends for which they were inftituted ; 
and the rather, becaufe in all great Courts 
thefe Knights are highly honour’d. [al- 
{o had an Intention, if Time would have 
permitted, befides the Diverfity of Di- 
verfity of Cuftoms ufed in the Courts of 
Chriftian Princes, with regard to their 
Houfholds, and Appearance on pub- 
lick Shews, to fpeak fomewhat likewife 
of that of the Great Turk; and in a 
more particular Manner of that of the 
Sophi of Perfia : For by the Relations 
of Merchants, who have been long upon 
the Spot, the Noblemen there are Men 
of Gallantry and polite Manners. In 
their Converfation one with another, or 
among the Ladies, they are very cour- 
teous and difcreet. In all that belongs 
to 
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di bellezza, forfe fara meglio tener- 
la occulta, & vedér quello, che avan- 
za a Meffér Federico, a@ dir del 
Cortegiano; che fenza dubbio é mol- 
to pin bello, che non puo effer la mia 
donna. 

Quello ch’io mi havea pofio in ant- 
mo, vifpofe M. Federico, non eé tan- 
to appartenente al Cortegiano, che 
non fi poffa lafctar f2nza danno al- 
cuno: anzi 6 quaft diverfa materia 
da quella, che fin qui se ragiona- 
La. 

Et che cofa é eglt adunque, diffe 
la §. Duchefia? Rifpofe Meffer Fe- 
derico, lo mera deliberato, per quan- 
to poteva, di chiarir le cdufe de 
guefte compagnie, Ordini ae’ Cava- 
lieri fatti da gran Princip fotio dt- 
verfe infegne; com e quel di §. Mr- 
chele nella cafa di Francia; quel del 
Gartier, che é fottol nome di San 
Georgio nella cafa a Inghilterra; 
Il Toifon d’oro in quella di Borgo- 
gna: Et invhe modo fi diano quefie 
dignita, © come fe ne privano quet- 
li, che lo méritauo; onde fiano nate, 
chi ne fian ftatt gli autori, © a 
che fine V habbiano inftituite ; perche 
pir nelle gran Corti fon queftt Ca- 
valieri fempre honoratt. Penfava an- 
cir, fel tempo mi foffe baftato, oltre 
alla diverfita de’ conflumi, che sufa- 
no nelle Corti de’ Princip: Chriftia- 
ni nel fervirgli, nel fefteggiare, © 
favfi vedere ne gli fpettacul: publi- 
ci, parlar medefimaménte qualche 
cofa di quella del Gran Turco; ma 
molto pi particularmente di quella 
del Soffi Re di Pérfia: che havendo 
0 intefo da mercatanti, che lunga- 
mente fon fiati in quel paéfe, gh 
hudminut ndbilt di la effer molto va- 
loroft, 5 di gentil coftumi. Et ufar 
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nel converfar Lun con Valtro, nel 
ervir donne, in tutte le fue at- 
tiont molta cortefia, 5 molta difere- 
tione. Et quando eccorre nell arme, 
ne zt givochi, %5 elle fefte molta 
grandezza, molta liberalita, le g- 
giaaria, Sénomi dilettato di faper 
quali {iano in guefie cofe 1 modi, di 
che effi pid sappréfano; in che 
confifiono le lor pompe, © attillature 
Dhabitt, § di arme, im che fiano 
da not diverft, & in che conformi : 
che maniera d’intertenimenti ufino 
le lor donne, con quanta modeé- 
fita favorifcano, chi gli ferve per 
amore. Ma in véro non é hora cou- 
veniente entrar in quefio ragiona- 
mento, eféndovi mafimaménte altro 
che dire, & molto pia al uoftro pro- 
pijito, che quefto. 

Anzi dife il 8. Gafparo, 6 
guefio,  molte altre cofe fin pin 
al propofito, chel formar quefta 
Donna di Palazzo; attefo che Le 
medéfime Régole, che fou date per 


lo Cortegiano, férvono ancor alla 


Donna; perche cosi deve ella haver 
rifpetto a 2 tempt § lochi, © of- 
Servar, per quanto comporta la fua 
smbecillita, tutti queglh: altri modi, 
di che tanto sé ragtonato, come il 
Cortegiano. Et pero, in loco di que- 
fio, non farebbe forfe ftato male in- 
Segnar qualche particularita di quel- 
le, che apparténugono al fervitio del- 
la perfoua del Principe, che pir al 
Cortegiano fi convién faperle, & ha- 
ver gratia.in farle; 0 veramente 
dir del modo che shabbia a tener 
ne cle efercttii del corpo, &8 come ca- 
valcare, maneggiar Larme, lottare; 
© im che confifte la difficulta di que- 
Jie operationt. 
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to Arms, Plays, and Entertainments, 
they fhew themfelves very magnificent, 
liberal, and graceful. With regard to 
thefe Particulars, I lov’d to hear what 
Modes they chiefly fancy; wherein their 
Equipages confift; and how they go 
drefs’d and arm’d, wherein they differ 
from, or agree with us: Likewife what 
Manner they ufe to entertain the Ladies, 
and their Modefty to their Gallants. 
But ’tis not now a proper time to en- 
ter upon this Argument, there being 
others much more weighty that remai 
to be examin’d, 


Both that, and feveral others, faid 
Gafpar, are more material than the mo- 
delling of the Court-Lady ; fince the 
Rules laid down for the Courtier 
are equally ferviceable to the La- 
dy; who is not lefs bound to have re- 
gard to Time and Place, and to ob- 
ferve, as faras her Sex will permit, all 
the other Meafures fo fully treated of 
already. Wherefore, inftead of touch- 
ing upon that Head, it would not be 
amifs to make a Detail of fuch Rules, 
as concern the Service of a Prince, and 
are neceflary for a Court-Gentleman to 
know, in order to be well efteem’d ; or 
to teach what ought to be learnt about 
the Exercifes of the Body; as how to 
ride, to manage Arms, and wreftle ; 
and wherein confifts the Difficulty of 
performing them well. 
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The Duchefs fmiling, ‘reply’d ; 
Princes have not fuch bright Gentlemen, 
is this, about their Perfons: Befides, to 
out Friend Peter Monte we leave the 


( 
Care of giving proper Leffons about the 
ixercifes of the Body, and the Strength 
ind Acility neceffary therein, when he 
yall judge it a convenient Time ; for 
’s Province is to reprefent this La- 
dy, of whom you feem to be afraid, 


yerefore would divert the Sub- 


} 


Frigio anfwer’d, ’Tis wrong, and no 
ways to the Purpofe, to meddle at prefent 
with the Court-Lady ; efpecially while 
many things remain {till untouch’d con- 
cerning the Courtier ; neither ought the 
one to be confounded with the other. 

You are undera great Miftake, anfwer’d 
Ceefar Gonzaga; for as without the La- 
dies no Court, tho’ never fo great, can 
make any Figure, nor its Courtiers be 
fam’d for Politenefs, Courage and Acts 
of Chivalry, but by converfing with, 
and taking Pleafure in their Sex: So 
the Difcourfes themfelves about the 
Courtier will be always imperfect, un- 
lefs the Ladies interpofe with their 
Charms, ‘to beautify and adorn the Sub- 


ject 


Here Octavian fmiling, faid: This is 
fome of that Draught which makes Men 
Jofe their Senfes. 

Then Julian addreffing himfelf to the 
Duchefs, faid, Madam, fince ’tis your 
Pleafure, I fhall fay what offers, though 
very dubious of Succefs; and could more 

eafily form a Lady fit to be the Em- 
prefs 


COURTIER. 


Diffe allhora la S: Ducheffa ri- 


dendo; I Signori non fi férvono alla 
perfona di cosi eccellente Cortegiano, 
come 6 gueflo: gli efercitit poi del 
corpo, &§ forze  deftrezze della 
perfona, lafciaremo che Meffér Pie- 
tro Monte noftro habbia cura din- 
fegnar, quando gli parera tempo pit 


commodo; perché hora il Maguifico 
non ba da parlar daltro, che dz 
guefia Donna, della qual parm 
che vot gia cominczate haver paura; 
€ perd vorrefte farci uftir dt pro- 


pofito. 


Rifpofe il Frigto, Certo é che wm: 
pertinente, & fuor di propdfito « 
hora il parlar di Donne; reftando 
mafimamente ancor che dire del Cor- 
tegiano ; perche non fi deurta-mefco- 
lar Luna cofa con Valtra. 

Voi fete in grande errore, refpofe 
M. Céfare Gonzaga; perché come 
Corte alcuna, per grande ch ella fra, 
non pud haver ornamento, 0 f{plen- 
dore in sé, né allegria fenza “Don- 
ne, née Cortegzano alcun éffere ag- 
gratiato, piacévole, 0 ardito, ne far 
mat Opera leggiadra di cavallerta, 
fe non moffo dalla pratica, § dall’- 
amore, © piacer di Donne: cosi an- 
céra il ragionadr del Cortegiauo & 
fempre imperfettifimo, fe le “Donne 
interponéndofi nou danno lor parte dz 
guella gratia, con la quale fanuo 
perfetta, © adérnano la Cortegia- 
uta. 

Rife it Signor Ottaviano, & dif- 
fe: LEeccovi un poco di quell efta, 
che fa imppazzir gli hudmint. 

Allhor il S. Magnifico voltatof 
alla Signora Duchefja, Signora dif- 
fe, pot che pur cosi a vot piace, 10 
dird quello, che m'’occorre, ma cor 
grandifimo diubbio di non fatisfare ; 

cere 
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S certo molto minor fatica mi fa- 
ria formar ana Siguora, che meri- 
tafe effer Regina del mondo, che una 
perfetta Cortegiana perchée di 
quefta now sd 10 da che pigharne 
Lefémpio; ma della Regina non mi 
bifignerta andar troppo lontano. Lt 
folamente bafiertams imaginar le ai- 
vine condition: d’una Sienora, ch’i0 
conofco; 5 guelle contemplando, in- 
drizzar tutte « penfiert miei ad 
efprimer chiaramente con le parole 
guello, che moltz veggon con gli oc- 
chi; &5 guando altro non poteffi, lez 
nominando Solamente, haverei fatif- 
fatto all’ doligo mio. 

Diffe allbora la Siguora Duchef- 
fa: Now uftite det términi Signor 
Magnifico, ma attendete all érdine 
dato; & formate la Donna di pa- 
lazzo, acct0 che quefta cost nobil S1- 
gnora habbia chi poffa degnamente 
fervirla. 

Seguito zl Magnifico, To adungue 


Signora, accio che fi vegga che 2. 


comandamenti vofiri pofjono indurmt 
a provar di far quello ancor ay che 
zo non so fare, diro di quefia Donna 
eccellente, come io la worrei : ; & for- 
mata clio Phaverd a@modo mio; non 
potendo pot haverne attra; terrolla 
come Mia, a guifa di Pismaleone. 
as perché il Signor Gafpar b ba detto 
e le medéfime | Régole, che fon date 
= Lo Contegiano ; férveno aucor 
alla Donna, 10 fou di diverfa ope 
mione: che benche alcune gualita fi- 
ano communi, © cost necef{arie all - 
Luomo come alla donna; Sono pot al- 
cum altre, che pia fi convéngono alla 
donna, che al’ huomo; §5 alcune con- 
vententt all’ huomo, dalle guale effa 
deve si are effer aliena. It medé- 
fimo dico de gli efercttiz del corpo; 
mea 
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prefs of the World, than a complete 
Court-Lady: For of the one I know 
not where to find a Pattern; but for 
the other there is no Neceffity of go- 
ing far. I only need to trace the divine 
Perfections of a Lady of be own Ac- 
quaintance; and by copying ¢ after them, 
to exprefs in the cleareft Words, a 
Truth, which many with their Eyes be- 
hold; or, if I fail?’d herein, I might by 
only naming her, perform the Task ap 
pointed me. 


Here the Duchefs interrupting him, 
faid: Julian go not beyond your Bounds, 
but keep to sie Orders given you; and 
form a Court-Lady, w whole t Qualities may 
well merit a worthy den aira 


Madam, continu’d Julian, to fhew 
that your Commands can put me-upon 
a Defign, which I am not qualify’d for, 
I fhall fay what fort of Perfon I would 
have this Lady; and after having mo- 
dell’?d her to my own Liking; as I 
cannot have her otherwife; I muft, 
Pygmalion-like, enjoy her to my felfi 
And whereas Gafpar maintains, that the 
fame Rules which ferve for the Cour- 
tier, will alfo ferve for the Court-Lady, 
I differ from him: Some Accomplifh- 
ments indeed there are common and 
neceflary to both; but fome are more 
fuited to the one thantothe other; others 
are proper only for the former, which 
the latter mutt | be a hb to. The 


{a . 

Body: But more ea in) Ladies; 

their Manners, Words, Geftur« 
Kk2 Air, 
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Air, ought to be peculiar to their Sex: 
For as only folid and man! jalities 
Mor as only folid and manly Quali 

become the Man; fo a more foft and 
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delicate Form recommends the Woman. 


A certain Female Sweetnefs ought fo to 
fhine in al] her Carriage, that suAaier 


fhe walk, or ftand, or fpeak, fhe may 

appear without any Mixture of the M: if- 

culine. Adding thefe Reftrictions to 

the Rules w hich thefe Gentlemen have 
' 


ep ate 
prefcrib’d the Courtier, I think with 


Gafpar, that many of them may be fer- 


eas to the Woman, and help to 
render her accomplifh’d. For doubtlefs 


miany Virtues of the Mind are as _ ne- 
ceflary to the Woman, as the Man: 
As well as to be nobly born, free from 
AffeGtation, eafy and graceful in her 
Adétions, of a good Character, prudent, 
and difcreet, mot proud or envious, 
not given to railing, nor conceited, not 
contentious nor impertinent, knowing 
how to procure and maintain the Fa- 
vour, not only of that Lady whom fhe 
ferves, but of all others; and to per- 
form gracefully thofe Exercifes which 
are confiftent with her Sex. Tho’, in 
my Opinion, Beauty is much more ne- 
ceflary in her, than in the Courtier; 
for indeed, the Woman who wants that, 
wants a great deal. It alfo concerns her 
to be more circumfpect, and have great- 
er Regard not to give any Occafion to 
be ill fpoken of; and fo to carry her- 
felf, as not only not to be {potted with 
any Fault, but not {o much as to be 
fufpected ; becaufe Women have not fo 
many Ways of defending themfelves 
again{t falfe Calumnies, as the Men, 


OUR te Re 


ma fopra tutto parm: che net isp 
mantere, parole, gefit, portamen 
fuot, debba ta Viera a eff re a os 
diffimile dalV huomo: perche, come 
ad effo conviene mofirar una certa 
virilita Soda, © ferma; cost alla 
donna fla bewhaver una tenerezZa 
molle &5 delitata, con maniera in 
ognt fuo movimento dit dolcezZa fe- 
minile. Che nell’andar, & frare, 
dir ct che ft voglia, fempre la fac- 
Cia parer donna Senza. nite ‘dine 
alcuna dhuomo. Aggiungendo adun- 
qute guefta adverténtia nile Régole, 
che quefiz Signori hanuo infegnato 
al Cortegian de “ven fo b ben, che dimolte 
di guelle lla debba poterft fervire, 
& ornarfi d’vttime conditioni, come 
dice il Signir Ga paro. VPerché 
molte virti dell’animo eftimo 20 che 
ftano alla donna neceffarie cos?, co- 
me alV huomo: Medefimaménte la no- 
bilta, wl fuggire Daffettati tone, bef- 
Jer di buont “coflumi, eugeniofa, pru- 
dente, non Superba, u0n invidiofa, 
non malédi vey u0n Vana, non conten- 
t10fa, non inetta; faperfi guadagnar 
&S confervar la gratia dea fia 
Signora, & di tutti gh altri; far 
bene, & © aggratiatamente gli effer- 
cititz, che con vengono alle donne. 
‘Parmi ben, che in let fia poi pin 
necefjaria la bellezza, che nel Cor- 
tegiano ; perché in véro molto manca 
a quella donna, a@ cut manca la bel- 
lazza. “Deve ancor effer pitt cir- 
cunfpetta, S haver pin riguardo di 
non dar occafion che di sé fi dica 
male; © far di modo, che non fola- 
mente non fia macchiata dé colpa, 
ma ne anco di {ufpitione; perche la 
‘Douna non ha tante vie da difen- 
derft dalle. falfée calunnie,. come ha 
L’huomo: 


™~= 


Ma 

























































Ma perché it Conte Ludovico te 
efplicato molto te igh it ute la pris 
cipal profeffione del Cortegiano, 
ha voluto chella fia quell 2 del? arme; 
parryi ancora conveniente itd C= 


condo il mio gind dtcio, gual fia quel Lla 
della aon? a 4a di‘ Palazzo: is gt tA 
Cofa, Gite ai ae) ge Satisfat- 


>> 


tO , ‘penfardnmi d ‘effe er ufcito del- 
la maggibr parte del mio débito. 
Lafe iando adunque quelle virta del? 
animo, che le hanno da effer comuni 
col Cortegiano, come la prudéntia, 
la magn mimita, la continéntia, © 
molte altre; © medefiimamente quelle 
conditioni, che fi -onvéngono & tutte 
le donne; come Veffer buona & dif- 
creta. iL faper a lle re le facul- 
ta del marito, 5 la cafi fia, e@2 
Jigthiuolr, quando é mari tata, &6 tit 
te quel! e parti, che ichiéegono ad 
una buona madre di fan paeiie PET 705 
che a quella, che vive in Corte, par- 
mi convenirfi, fopra ogni altra cofa, 


una certa affabilita piacévole per 


la qual fappia gentitmente interte- 
neve ognt forte a’ huomo con ragiona- 
mentt “¢rati; & hone fii, o) Ac cCommuno- 
datt ai tempo, 5 loco, § alla qua- 
lita di quella perfona, con cui par- 
lera. Accompagnando co Zz colina? 
placidi, © modefiz, © con guella ho- 

nefta, che fempre ha da componer tut- 
te le fue attiont: una pr vis UiVact- 
ta a’ingegnd, donde ve mofirt aliena 
ogni groferta. Macon 1 Fal manic vA 
at bouta, che fi fac ta eftimar non 
men pudica, prudente, © humana, 
che piacévole, arguta, 9 dijcreta. 
Et pero le bi fac CHA tener una certa 
mediocrita diffici te, & quajt compe- 
fia dt cofe contr Arie; 5 guingere a 
certi tévminz apunto, ma non paffar- 
gli. 
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lil. ae 
t becaufe Lewis has in every Parti- 
cular explained the Profeffion of a Cour- 
tier, and will have it to be wholly milita- 
ry; [think it Bie i to give my Thoughts 
of the Profeffion of the L eae which be- 
ing once defined, I fhall t think the great- 
eft Part of my Tafk perform’d. ee pafs 
by therefore thofe Virtues o 
which ought to be common to them: 
both, as Prudence, Greatnefs of Soul, 
Continency, and many others; or fuch 
as are neceffary to all’ Women in gene- 
ral; I mean, the being good and dif: 
creet; the knowing how to manage their 
Hufbands Income, Family and Children, 
when fhe is married, and the other Ta- 
lents requifite to form a Houfewife: I 
fay, ’tis very neceffary for a Court Lady, 


above all Things, to be affable, ie 


fant, and able to entertain all forts of 


Company, upon agreeable and fitting 
Subje&ts. Her Temper muft appear 

alm and modeft, and her Inclinations 
virtuous: Befides which, fhe muft alfo be 
furnifh’ d with a quick and ready Wit, 
and fhew her felf very remote from any 
clownifh Actions. Such Goodnefs ought 
to fhine in her, as may not lefs procure 
her an Efteem for being chafte, prudent 
and humane, than for being pleafanc, 
witty and difcreet. On this Account fhe 
is ty’d up toacertain Medium difficult in 
itfelf, and placed between two Extremes ; 
which fhe may approach to, but not go 
beyond. 
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And therefore in order to be efteem’d 
ood and virtuous, fhe muft not be ftiff 
and formal; nor by abruptly rifing up, 
exprefsan Abhorrence again{ft A flembhies 
ind Difcourfes, though fomething wan- 


coner than ordinary; for it might eafily 
hought, that fhe feign’d this Shy- 


nefs to conceal fo much aa her felf, as 


{] ared would come to Light: And 
befides, fuch a ruftick Carriage is always 
hateful. On the other Pana: to fhew 
her felf affable and pleafant, fhe mutt 


not ufe any undecent Expreffions ; nor 
by an RRS and too great Freedom, 
give Room to fufpect of her more than 
perhaps is true. But if fhe happens to 
be prefent at fuch Difcourfes, fhe ought 
with Blufhes, and fome Diforder of Face, 
hear them. 

She muft likewife avoid a Fault, which 
I often have obferved the Sex to be guil- 
ty of; I mean, to fpeak and liften re- 
flecting Things of other Women: For 
they who, upon hearing fcandalous Sto- 
ries of °em, are very much ftartled, and 
appear unwilling to believe, that there 
is fo monftrous a Thing in Being as an 
immodeft Woman, do, by their Abhor- 
rence of that Failing, give Reafon to 
think, that they are not guilty of it. But 
they who are inquifitive to know the A- 
mours of others, and take a Pleafure in 
divulging everyCircumftance about them 
do but feem to envy them, and defire to 
have their Follies known, that the like 
may not be accounted as an Effor in 
themfelves: And by their odd Laughter 
and Grimaces, they’ give convincing 
Proofs that they are highly delighted 
with fuch Subjeéts. And on this Ac- 
count, though the Men are complaifant 


D 
enough to hear them, yet for the mott 


part they conceive a bad Opinion of 


them, 
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Non deve adungue quefa Donna, 
per volerfi far eflimar buona © ho- 
nefia, effer tanto ritrofa: & mofirar 
tanto @abhorrire , © le compagn ey 
et ragronamenti ancor un poco lafes 
vl, che ritrovandovifi fea se joi 
perche faci Lmente ft por 1a pe nfar 5 
ch’ella jingelfe deffer tanto auftéra 
per nafcéndere di sé quello, bela 
dubitaffe » chaltri potes fe rifapére: 
€ 2 coftumt cofi felvadtichi fon cs pre 
odioft. Now deve tan poco per mo 
ftrar a effer libera, © piacévole, he 
parole dsfhonefte, ne ufar una certa 
domefliches za intemperata, e fenza 
freno, & modi di far creder di sé 
quello, che forfe non é. Ma ritro- 
vandofi a tat raglonamenti, deve af- 
coltarglt con un poco di roffore, & 
Vergogia. 

Medefimaménte fuggir un errors 
nel quale 10 ho veduto incérrere mol- 
te; che e il dire, & afcoltare volen- 
trert chi dice mal d’altre Donne: 
perche quelle, che udendo narrar ms- 
di difponefts d’altre Donne, fe P tir. 
bano, § 5 mofirano non crédere, 5 efti- 
mar quasi un mofiro, che una donna 
fia impiidica, danno argumento, che 
parendo lor quel difetto tanto enor- 
me, effe non lo comméttano. Ma 
quelle che van Sempre snveftigando 
Blt amori dell’altre, 5 gli narrano 
cost minutamente, con tanta fefla, 
par che lor whabbiano invidia, & 
the destderino che ogn'un lo fe PP tas 
accio chel med fimo shoe effe non fia 
afcritto per errore: & cosi vengon it 
certi rift, con certi modi, che fanno 


teftiménuio, che allhor fenton fommo 
piacere. Lit di qui nafce, che gli 


hudmini, benche paia wae L’aftdltima 
volentiert, per Lo pin delle volte, be 
tengono in mata pepey sin, © hanno bor 


pochi/- 
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Pochiffimo riguardo; & par loro, che 
da efje con gue’ modi fiano invitati a 
paffar pid avanti: Et fpeffo por 
Scorrono a términt, che dan loro me- 
vitaménte infamia; “5 in ultimo le 
fitmano cost poco, che nou curano il 
lor commércio, anzt le hanno in fa- 
fitdio. Et per coutrario, now é buo- 
20 tanto procace,.9 infolente, che non 
habbia riveréntia @ guelle, che fono 
eftimate buone & bhonefie: Perche 
guella gravita temperata dt fapére, 
© bonta, ¢ guafi uu fcudo contralin- 
foléutia,  beftialita de 2 profuntuo- 
fi. Onde fi vede che una parola, un 
vifo, uw atto di benivolénutia, per mz- 
nimocheghi fia, d’unaDonna honefia, 
€ pin apprezzato daogn'uno, che tut- 
te le dimoftratzont® carezze dt quel- 
fe, che cosi fenza rifervo moftrano 
poca vergogna: © fe non fono impu- 
diche, cou quez vift diffoiuti, con la 
loguacitad, infoléntia, e tat cofiumi 
feurrtli, fanno fegno adéffere. Et 
perche le parole, fotto le quali non é 
fubretto di qualche tmportantia, fou 
vane 8 puerili, bifogua, che la Don- 
na dt palazzo, oltre al giudicio di 
conofcer la gualita di coluz, con cui 
parla, per iutertenérlo gentilmente, 
habbia notitia dimolte cofe,  fap- 
pia parlando, elegger quelle, che.fo- 
no a -propéfito della condition di co- 
luz, concur parla: © fia cautain non 
dir talbor, non volendo, parole che 
lo offéudano. 

Sz-guard: laudando sé ftefa dif: 
cretamente, 0véro con Leffer troppo 
prolifa, non gle generar faftidio. Nox 
vada mefcolanda ne i ragionamenti 
piacévali, & da ridere, cofe di gra- 
vita; ne meno ne i gravi facttie, 
© burle. Nou moftri.inettamente di 
faper quello, che non [a ;. ma con mo- 
deflia 
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them, and grow lefs refpectful; being 
perfuaded, that by thofe Signs they are 
invited to make a farther Tryal of them: 
And oftentimes they launch out into fuch 
Extremes as juftly render them infa- 
mous; and at length they, inftead of e- 


fteeming, grow indifferent to them, or 


rather loath their Converfation. On the 


contrary, there is no Man fo lewd, or fo 
ill ‘bred, who does not efteem a good and 
virtuous ‘Woman: For the Gravity of 
fuch a one, when -temper’d with fine 
Parts and a fweet Behaviour, ferves asa 
Shield againft all impudent and abandon- 
ed Libertines. And therefore one kind 
Word, a Smile, or any other Action; 
though never fo trifling from an honeft 
Women, is univerfally more valued, than 
allthe Endearmentsand Careffes of thofe, 
who, without any Referve, fhew fo little 
Shame: And fuch, tho’ not difhoneft, yet 
by their profufe Laughter, pert Talk, 
fcornful Looks, and other wanton Airs, 
give Room for being thought fo. And be- 


- caufe fuch Words, as have nothing mate- 


rial for the Subject, are infignificant and 
childifh, tis neceflary for the Court ‘Lady,. 
not only to forma right Judgment of the 
Perfon to whom fhe fpeaks, in order tobe 
heard with Pleafure, but alfo-to have a 
Knowledge of various Matters, and to be 
able to make Choice of fuch, as are moft 
proper to.entertain him with: Shemuftbe 
upon her Guard in all her Words, for 
fear of offending him undefignedly. 

he muft not through Indifcretion praife 
her ielf, nor by being too prolix, tire 
him. Among merry and facetious Sub- 
jects, let her not mix grave Sentences ; 
nor likewife among grave Subjects, Jefts 
and merry Sayings. Let her. not childifh- 
ly pretend to know more than fhe does ; 
but whatever Parts fhe has, let her by 


yay 
hes 
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256 ‘Lhe 
her Modefty gain a Reputation for them; 
avoiding, as has been faid, every thing 
that looks affected. By this means fhe 
will be Miftrefs of good Qualities, and 
with a moft exquifite Grace will perform 
the Exercifes of Body proper to her Sex: 
Her Diloeds will be copious, and em- 
bellifh’d with Prudence, mannerly, and 
agreeable Expreffions. Thus fhe will 
gain not only the L I ‘te put the Admira- 
tion of the whole World; and perhaps 
may attain fuch Endowments, both of 
the Mind and Bedy, as to make her felf 


equal to this great 


OQ 
° 
oO 
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Here Julian being filent, and compo- 
fing himfelf, as if he had Gnifh’d his Dit 
courfe, Gafpar thus reply’d ; Julian, it 
cannot be deny’d, that you have put your 
Lady in a very good Drefs, and have 
form’d her with excellent Qualities; Yet 
I think you fpeak in general Terms, and 
have huddled up tog ether fo many great 
‘Accomplifhments , that you are tnitaed 
to put them in a clearer Light: You 
rather wifh, than fhew them to be real, 
being one of thofe who hunt after Chi- 
meras and Impoffibilities. Therefore 
would have you explain a little better the 
Exercifes of Body proper for the Court 
Lady, the Forms to be ufed in rece azine 
Vifits, with all the other Articles, which 
you fay fhe ought to know. And like- 
wife whether you mean, that Prudence, 


Greatnefs of Soul, Continency, anda 
great many other Virtues, which you 
neh fumm’d up, are req iired only about 
rnment of her Hout e and Fami- 


the Govet 
ly, (which h by the by you do not grantto 
/ 

be her chicf Employment) or in order to 


rece ive 


faid Exercifes of the Body: But pray 
take Care not to proftitute thefe Virtues 
to 


COURTI 
défliia cerchi d’honorarfi di quello, 
che fa; fuggendo (come sé detto) 
Laffettatione im ognt cofa. In que- 
fto modo fara ella ornata ds buont co- 
fiumt, © gli efercitii del corpo con- 


degna @effe 
gran Coz tegiano, cost delle conditio- 


> Vifits, and perform gracefully the 





veulenti a ‘Donna fara con fuprema 


LL aaa = ragionamenti [uot fa- 


] 
71 


2 " Sa 
VA uH0 Copso oft. ly &S pient Gl pri u idéutia, 
o~ 7 .. 
honefia, © pirat cevolezza. Et cosé 
fh ra effa non folamente amata, ma 


cerita da eunie’s mondo; § forfe 
r agguaghata a qiucfio 


ut dell’animo, come ai quelle delcor- 


po. 


Havendo infin qui dettoil Maguz- 


fie. fi tacque, & fletre fopra di sé, 


aft come haveffe pofio fine al [uo 
vagionamento, Dife allhora il S. 
Gafparo; Voi havete veramente S. 
Magnuitico molto adornata quefta‘Don- 
na, 9 fattola di eccellente conditio- 
ne; nientediméno parmt, che vi fate 
tenuto affat al generale, © nomiuato 
in ler alcune cofe tanto grandi, che 
cr nae v2 fiate vergoguato di chiarir- 

6 pin prefio le havete defiderate 
a rir di guellt, che bramano tal’- 
hor cofe impofitbili, & © fopranatura- 
li, che infegnate. ‘Perd vorrei che 
CL dichia ‘afte un poco meglio, guat 
stano gli efercttit del corpo conven 


enti Don ya di palazzo, & di che 
modo ella debba inti ertener e,  guaz 
fian GhghE? molte cofe, di che voi dite, 
che le fi conviene haver notttia. Et 
fe la pri tdéntia, la magwaninita, la 
continéntia, “§ quelle molte altre 
virthit, che havete detto, intendete 
che hab ban ad atutarla folame nf0 
circa tl governo della cafa, de t fi- 
glivoli, © della famicha, ilche perd 
Voi non * voléte che fia la fia prima 
profefione; 0 veramente allo inter- 
Leneres 
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teneve, &S far aggratiatamente quefti 
efercttit del corpo: © per vofira fe 
guardate anon méttere quefie povere 
wirth a cosi vile officio, che habbia- 
no da vergoguarfene. 

Rife 11 Magnifico, & diffe, Pir 
non potete far 8.Gafparo, che non 
mofiriate mal’ animo verfo le‘Doune ; 
ma in vero a me pareva haver detto 
affai, © maffimamente preffo a tal 
auditori; che non penfo gia, che fia 
alcun qui, che non conofca, che circa 
gli eferciti del corpo, alla Donna non 
fi convien armeggiare, cavalcare, 
giuocare alla palla, lottare, 5 molte 
altre cofe, che fi convéngono a gl’- 
hudmint. 

Diffe althora l*Unico Aretino, 
Appreffo gli antichi sufava che le 
Donne lottavano nude con gh hud- 
mint; ma not havemo perduta quefta 
buona ufanza, infieme con molte al- 
gre. 

Soggiunfe Meffer Céfare Gonzaga, 
Ett 10 a miet di ho veduto ‘Donne gio- 
care alla Palla, maneggiar l arme, 
cavalcare, andare a caccia, far 
guafi tutti gli efercttit, che poffa far 
un Cavaliero. 

Rifpofe 21 Magnifico, Pot ch’io 
poo formar quefia Donna a modo 
mito; non folamente non voglio, ch’el- 
la uft queftc efercttiz virile cosi robu- 
fit, © afpert, ma vogtio che quegl 
ancéra, che fon convententi a ‘Donna, 
faccia con riguardo, © con quella 
molle delicatura, che havemo detto 
convenirfele. Et pero nel danzare 
u0% Vorret vederla ufar movimenti 
troppo gaghardi © sforzati; née me- 
20 nel cantar, 0 fonar quelle diminu- 
tioni fortt, & replicate, che méftra- 
10 pit arte, che dolcezza: medefi- 
wamente gl inflrumenti diMiufica, che 


257 
to fuch vile Offices, for that would be to 
put them out of Countenance. 


Gafpar, faid Julian fmiling, you can- 
not help being bitter againft the Wo- 
men; otherwife I thought I had faid 


1 


enough on this Subject, and efpecially 
before this Audience; of which I dare 
fay there is not one here but under- 
ftands, that in relation to bodily Exer- 
cifes, it is not decent for a Womanto 
ufe Arms, Riding, Toffing the Ball, 
Wreftling, and many other Things which 
are proper to Men. 

Among the Ancients, reply’d Are- 
tine, the Women were fuffer’d to wreftle 
naked with Men; but we have left this 
good Cuftom, together with feveral 


others. 


And in my Time, Cefar Gonzaga 
added, I have feen Women play at Tennis, 
handle Arms, ride, hunt, and perform 
all other manly Exercifes. 


Since I have it in my Power, faid Ju- 
lian, to form the Lady to my own Fan- 
cy; I will have her not only not to ufe 
thefe rough and manly Exercifes, but 
alfo I will have her to perform thofe, 
which are peculiar to her Sex, with all 
the Softnefs and Delicacy already men- 
tion’d. And therefore in dancing, 1 
will not have her ufe too brisk or forc’d 
Motions; nor in finging and playing, 
ftrong and frequent Quaverings, which 
have more of Art than Sweetnefs: 
would alfo have the Inftruments them- 
felves, which the ufes, fuited to this End. 
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AAERIce 


eft. which 1s 


She muft 


fhew that noble 
the Reverfe of eee 
her Clothes be anfwerable here- 
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alfo let 
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A | to, dreffing in fuch a Manner, as not 
to appear vain and light. 


! But as Women are permitted, or ra- 
ther oblig’d, to take more Care of their 

Beauty chan the Men; and as alfo there 

are feveral Sorts of Beans the Court 

aii ought to know what Drefs beft 

or is moft fuited to the 
about, as to appear 
“fhe perceives herfelf to 
ae Beauty, fhe ought 
er Geftures, Wor ant 
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R*T BE R. 
ella ufa (fecondo me) débbono effer 


conformt a quejia intentione. 
Imagindtevi 4, come difgratiata co- 


fee a Woman drum, found the French- fa farta, vedér una are va fonar 
horn, Trumpet, or other Inftruments of Tamburi, Es ffari, 0 Trombe, 0 al- 
that Kind: The Roughnefs of them 772 tala 2 nfir Sorcuees 6S @ gue [tO per- 
{ hides and takes away that becoming ¢ b€ la boro afprezza cashes & Le- 
\ - <4 4 i ee Le. a Fle i 
if Sweetnefs, which fets off every Action Va quella foave Wa = See che 2 
. of the Sex. Agreeably hereto, bts Saito 0 beg ognt ath 0, che j ietia la 
4 UGH GAC 24 yy 

fhe is to dance, or play upon any Inftru- Donna. Pero, Gua a ? ella Pash a 

44 for mta f, 

ment, fhe ought to want fome Intrea- danzar, 0 far Mmupca at che forte f 

J in Timidity, fia, deve indur vift con | lafciar fene al- 


(5 con una certa ti- 


€re- 


Guanto } DY CLAaPE ; 


) ; Ae . ‘a L Y4i2/) 7 yy 4 ‘| 
midita, che moftri quella nébile v 


gogna, che é@ contraria della impu- 
aéutia. Deve ancéra accommodare 


gli ha abiti a quefta intentione, & ve- 
fiirfe de forte, che nom pata vana 
leggsera. 

“Ma perche alle Donne é lécito, 
débito, havér pint cura della bellex- 
za, che a gh huémimz; © diverfe 
forti fono di bellezza; deve quefta 
Donna haver gindteio dz conéfcer 
quar fou queghi babbitt, che le accre- 
ee gratia, 6 pitt accommodatt a 
quells efercttit, ch ‘ella wntende di fa- 
re in quel pur nto, 9 di quelii fervirf:. 
Et conofcendo in sé una bellezza Va- 
ga & allegra, deve aiutarla co 2 mo- 
vementt » con le parole, © com gle 
habiti, che tuttt téndeno allo alle- 
gro. Cost. come unaltra, che fi fen- 
ta haver maniera man fier ta e 2rave, 
deve ancor accompagnar! la co i mods 
di quella forte, per accrefcer quello, 
che & dono della natura. Cosi effen- 
do um poco pit graffa » 0 pik magra 
del ragionévole; 0 brane ‘a, 0 brunay 

aiutar/i con ght ha bit ti, ma diffimula- 
tamente pit che fia pofstbile; & te- 
néndofi delicata 5 polita, moftrar 
fempre di non métter ‘UL ftidio, 0 dili- 
géutia alcuna. 
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Et perché il 8. Gdfparo domanda 
anor guat stano quefte molte cofe, dz 
che ella deve haver notitia; §5 dt 
che modo intertencre, © fe le virti 
déono fervire a quefio intertenimen- 
to; dico, che voglo chella habbia 
coguition di cid, che gquefii Signore 
han voluto, che fappia it Cor fipih- 
90: &5 di qu uelli efercttiz, che have- 
mo detto, che a bet non ft convéngo- 
no, voglio che ella whabbia alien 
guel gindicio, che péffono haver delle 
cofe coloro che non le éprano: © que- 
fio per faper laudare, © apprezzar 
2 Cavalieri, pin meno, fecondo z 
mer itt. 

Eit per replicar in parte in poche 
parole quello, che gia sé detto; vo- 
glio che quefta Donna habbia notttia 
di léttere, di mi fic Ca, at pittura, & 
fappia danzar, © fefteggiare : ac. 
compagnando con quella difereta i0- 
dé lia, & col dar buona opinion ai se, 

ancéva Laltre avertenze, che fon 
rate infegnate al Cortegzano. Et co- 
si fara nel converfare, nel ridere, 
nel giuocare, nel motteggiares im 
fomma in ogni cofa gratiffima; © in- 
tertenera accommodatamente, 5 con 
motti, © facttie convenient: a let, 
ogni perfona, 6 he le occorrera. Et 
beuche la continéntia, la magnanimte- 
ta, la te mper a) ntia, la t fortes 22a a’. 
animo, la prudéntia, 65 le altre vir- 
tu, pata che non importino allo inter 
tenére; 10 voglio che di tutte fia or- 
nata, non tanto per lo iutertenere, 
benche perd ancir a quefto poffono 
fervire, quanto per effer virtuofa; § 
acct che quefte virta la faccian tale, 
che mériti efler honérata; &S che ogni 
f pevation fia di quelle compofta. 
ts liom? ; ar, diffe allhora.rt- 
sifparo, che pot che 
date 
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And becaufe Gafpar demands what 
Articles thefe are, which fhe ought to 
know; and what Forms fhe ‘is to ob- 
ferve in receiviug Vifits; and whethe 
all her Virtues are to be wholly employ'd 
therein; I anfwer, That I will have her 
know what thefe Perfons require to be 
be known by the Courtier: And as for 
thofe Exercifes, which (as has been faid) 
belong not to her; I will have her able 
to give as good a Judgment of them, 
as can be given by one who is not an 
Actor in them: And thus fhe will be 
more or lefs able to praife and efteen 
Men as they deferve. 


And to repeat, in few Words, fome 
Part of what has been already faid; I 
will have this Lady vers’d in Letters, 
Mufic, Painting, and Dancing : And to 
a modeft Behaviour, and a good Name 
in the World, fhe muft add thofe other 
Accomplifhments requir’d in the Cour- 
tier. By this Means fhe will be able to 
converte, laugh, play, jeft, or any thing 
elfe in the moft agreeable Manner ; iat 
will fuic herfelf to all Companies, en- 
tertaining them with fuch merry and 
pleafant Subjects, as are fitting for her, 
And though Continency, Magnanimity, 
Temperance, Fortitude of Mind, Pru- 
dence, and the other Virtues, feem not 
to be very material, in order to enter- 
tain Company; yet f will have her 
adorn’d with them; not fo much for the 
fake of Converfation, (tho’ even there 
they ea be of ufe) as to se er 
compleatly virtuous; that fo thefe Vir- 
tues may procure her a due Fifteem, 
and have an Influence over all her Ac- 
tions. 

Pm furpriz’d, faid Gafpar fmiling, 
that fince you allow to Women the 

L.A2 Know- 
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Knowledge of Letters, Continency, 
Magnanimity, and Temperance, you 
do not appoint them to govern Cities, 


make Laws, and command Armies, and 
leave Men to handle the Spindle, and 
mind the Kitchen 


Jalan likewife with a Smile, reply’d; 
perhaps it would not be amifs: For do 
not youknow, faid he, that Plato, who 
in Truth was no great Friend to that 
Sex, will have them to take the Care 
of Towns, and»the Men to be employ’d 
in all the other Offices of War? Do not 
you think that many are to be found 
among them, capable to command Towns 
and Armies, as well as Men? But I put 
them upon no fuch Duties; becaufe I 
am forming a Court-Lady, and not a 
Queen. By what I perceive, you would 
tacitly renew the falfe Slanders with which 
Oédtavian Yefterday afpers’d them; fay- 
ing, That they are imperfect Creatures, 
and incapable of any virtuous Action, 
and of little or no Worth, or Value, in 
Comparifon of Men: But both you and 
he are widely miftaken, if you entertain 
fuch an Opinion of them. 


Here Gafpar interrupting him; I will 
not, faid he, be guilty of Repetition; 
but you would willingly force from me 
fome Expreffion that might offend thefe 
Ladies, and make them my Enemies; 
while you by falfe and artful Flatteries, 
are procuring their Favour: But they 
are fo difcreet above the reft of their 
Sex, that they love rather to hear Truths, 


MLAs 


tho’ not to their Advantage, than de- 


ceitful Praifes. Neither does it give 
them any Uneafinefs to hear, that Men 


are nen to them; and they cannot 
but own, that it founds like a Miracle, 
your 





ROP WE R&R; 


date alle donne &§ léttere, © la con- 

fk 3 3; & la magnanimita, & Ja 
temperantia, che non vogliate ancor 

bie effé govérnino le citta, © fac- 

cian le leggi, © condicano gli efer- 

citi, © ol huémini ft iano in cuct- 
Nas 0a filare. 

Rifpofe il Magnifico pur ridendo; 
Forfe che quefto ancora non farebbe 
male: poi foggiunfe, Non fapéte vor 
che Platone, wb quc ale in vero 0 n0n-era 
molto amico delle ‘Donne, a da loro la 
cuftédia delle citta, ©) putie gli altri 
officii martial: da a gli hudmini ¢ 
Non credete voi, che molte fe ne tro- 
vaffero, che fapreebbon cosi ben go- 
vernar le Citta, gh Eferciti, come 
fi faccian gli huémini? Ma 10 non ho 
lov dati quefti offtcit, perche formo 
una ‘Donna di Palazzo, non una Re- 
gina. Conofco ben, che voi vorrefle 
tacitamente rinovar quella falfa ca- 
linnia, che hiert diede 4b Signér Ot- 
taviano alle donne; cio é, che stano 
animali imperfettifjimt, non capa- 
ci di far atto alcun virtuofo, © di 
pochiffimo valore, © di niuna digui- 
ta, a Lifpetto de gV huémini: Ma in 

vero © effo, 6 vot farefte in grandif- 
fimo errore, fe penfafle quefto. 

Diffe allhora i Szgnor Gafparo ; 
Io non voglio rino var le cofe gia 
dette; ma vot ben vorrefte indurmi a 
dir qualche par ola, che offendeffe l’- 
animo di quefte Signore, per farmele 
nemiche; e cosi come vot col lufin- 
garle falfamente, volete guadagnar la 
lor gratia: Ma effe fono tanto dif- 
crete fopra Valtre, che dmano pit 
la verita, ancéra ch 1e non fia tanto im 
fuo favore, che le laud: falfe. Ne 
hanno a male che altri dica, che gl’- 
huémini stano di maggior dignita ; 
confefaranno che vor havete detto 

grat 
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gran miracoli, © attribuito alla 
Donna di palazzo alcune impoffibilt- 
ta ridicule, e tante virtn, che Sé- 
crate, © Caténe, e tutti i Fildfoft 
del mondo vi fano per niente. Che a 
dir pir il vero, maravigliomt, che 
non habbiate havuto vergogna a paf- 
far i términi di tanto, che ben baftar 
vi dovea far guefia Donna di Pa- 
lazzo, bella, difireta, honefta, af- 
fabile, § che fapelfe intertenere fen- 
za incérrere in infdmia, con dauze, 
mufiche, giochi, rift, motti, 5 Lal- 
tre cofe, che ogni di vedemo, che s'u- 
fano in Corte. Ma il volerli dar 
cognition di tutte le cofe del mondo, © 
attribuirle quelle virta, che cost ra- 
ve volte fi fon vedute ne gli hudme- 
Niy ancora ne i féculi paffati, e una 
cofa, che née fupportare, ue a pena 
afcoltare fi pnd. 

Che le Doune stano mo animal: im- 
perfetti, & per confeguente di minor 
dignita che gli husmini, 9 non capa- 
ci di quelle virth, che fino effi; non 
voglio io altrimenti affermare; per- 
ché il valor di quefle Signore bafte- 
ria a farmi menttre. Dico ben, che 
huomini fapientifimt hanno laftzato 
feritto, che la natura, percid che 
fempre intende, & difegna far le co- 
fe pin perfette; fe potelffe, produrria 
continuamente budmini. Et quando 
nafce una Donna, é difetto, 0 error 
della natura, © contra quello, chef- 
fa vorrebbe fare: come fi vede ancor 
duno che nafce cieco, xoppo, 0 con 
gualche altro mancamento, 6 ne gle 
arbori, molti frutti, che non mati- 
yano mat. Cosi laDouna fi puo dire 
animal produtto a forte, © per ca- 
fo. Ett che guefto fia; vedete Lopera- 
tion dell’ huomo e della donna, © da 
guelle piglate argumento della per- 
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your allowing to the Court-Lady feve- 
ral things, that are impoffible and fan- 
taftical, and fuch a Number of Virtues, 
that Socrates, Cato, and all the Philo- 
fophers in. the World are nothing to her. 
To fay the Truth, I wonder you. can 
pafs all Bounds to fucha Degree, where 
it ought to have fufficed you to have 
form’d this Court-Lady, beautiful, dif- 
creet, virtuous, affable, and, without in- 
curring any Cenfure, capable of enter- 
taining her Company with Dancing, Mu- 
fick, Plays, Laughing, Repartees, and 
other Diverfions frequent in Courts. 
But to give her a Knowledge of all 
manner of Subjects, and to furnifh her 
with fuch Virtues, as were hardly ever 
feen in the World, not even in old 
Times, is a Rafhnefs not to be fuffer’d, 
nor indeed fit to hearken to. 

As to Women’s being imperfect Crea- 
tures, inferior to Men, and incapable of 
manly Virtues; I fhall determine nothing; 
more; fince the Character of thefe La- 
dies is enough to prove the contrary. 
I fhall only obferve, out of the Wri- 
tings of fome Philofophers, that Nature 
intends and aims at Perfection in all its 
Works; andtherefore, if poffible, would 
always produce Men. Confequently , 
when Women are form’d, it is a Fault or 
Deficiency of Nature, and contrary to its 
own Defign: Juftas we fee in fome born 
blind, lame, or otherwife deform’d; and 
in Fruits of Trees, fome that never come 
to Maturity. Even fo a Woman may be 
faid to be acafual and fortuitous Produ- 
é&tion. To clear which Truth, confider 
the Actions of Man and Woman, and 
then judge which is the more perfect. 
Neverthelefs, fince the Defeéts of Wo- 
men are the Faults of Nature, which pro- 

duced 
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duced them, we ought not for thisto fettzon dell’s ont S dell’altro. Nier- 


hate them, or to be wanting in a due Re- 
{pect to them; but to efteem them above 
what they really are,-is, in my-Opinion, 


ver Ng wrone. 
ww 


Julian expected that Gal {par ‘would 
have purfu’d the ated &s (but Sik 
that he held his To pue, ‘he faid3.J 
think your oan “a prove the fe- 
male Sex imperfect, has but little 
Weight in it; and perhaps it is not 
now fo proper te enter into metaphy- ? 
fical Subtilties; I anfwer according to 
the Opinion of the Learned, and ac- 
cording to Truth, that no Subftance 
whatfoever admits of more or lefs. For 
as One Stone cannot be more perfectly 
Stone than another, as to the Effence 
of Stone; nor one Piece of Wood more 
perfectly Wood than another: fo one 
Man cannot be more perfectly Man than 
another. Confequently as to the formal 
Subftance, the Male cannot be more 
periect than the Female; for they are 
bot] °d under the Species of Man; 
and the Difference between them is ac- 
1 1, and not effentia]l. If now you 
object, that the Man is accidentally at 
leaft, if not effentially more perfeé than 
at Accidents 
are either inthe Body, or in the Mind: 


1 
f 
i 


ale co WAL at ‘ > 
the- Woman; I anfwer, th 


if in the Body, a Man’s be ing more 


ftrong, active, nimble, or able to en 


dure Fatigues, is a weak Argument for 
the Point in hand; becaufe amongtt 
Men themfelves, fuch as excel in thefe 
Qualities, are not on that Account the 
more efteem’d. Even in the Wars, 
where for the moft part Labour and 
Strength are neceflary, the ftrongeft Men 

are 


tediméno, ¢ endo guefti difetti deb- 
le donne ah di natura, che Pha 
produtte talt, non devemo per gtefto 
odtarle, nem withers @haver lor quel 
rifpet ‘0, che ut fi comviene: ma e- 
flimarle da { bid ai guello, en elle fi st- 
aN0, par Wt error i, nanif efi 10. ; 
Aff betta 

che l §.Ga [par o feguita fe pia oltre; 
MA VEC dendo ebe gia taceva, diffe ; 
Della zmper rf atin delle donne, par 
mt, che habbiate addutto una fred- 


FF (; 


a oy hs 4 re ages 
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ita ragione; alla qua , benche 
WOU St OW VE AL t for, fe t POV a ont ar ti 
quefte fottil tas rifpondo fecondo il 


oe 


phase dz cht fa, 5 fecondo ‘la ver ae, 
the la fufia intia in qual fi vogha co- 
fa, non pud in se ricévere il l pin, 0 
zl mend. mb come niun fafjo puo ef- 
fer pik per fettamente faffo, che un’- 
altro, snareiiae alla la effbatia del faffo; 
ne un leguo piu perfettamente Legnd, 
che Valtro: cosi un buomo non puo 
effere pik perfettamente huomo, che 
Laltro. Et ce Resi eicc ; non fa- 
ra it mafchio pin perfetto che la fé- 
mina, quanto alla fiftdntia ms for- 
male; perché Luno & Laltro fi com- 
prende fotto la fpécie del huomo: &§ 
quello, in vhe Puno dalValtro fon 
differenti, é cofa accidentale, © non 
effentiale. Semi direte adunque, che 
Lhuomo fia pin perfetto che la Don- 
na, fe non quanto alla effentia, al- 
men quanto a gli accidenti; rifpondo, 
che qa oft accidents bifogna be CON= 
siftano, 0 niet s 0, 0 nell’animo: fe 
net corpo, per effer L’huo mo pri r0- 
bufto, pi a agile, pin eg ger, 0 pin 
toleraute di faticl e, dico, che quefto 
e argumento dt pochiffima perfettio- 

perch L7* a eli hudmi 21 WW ed é fi- 
Mt, quellt, che hanno que fie qualita 
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pia che gl: altri, non Son per guelle 
pia eflimati. Et nelle guerre, dove 
fin la maggror parte delle dpere La- 
boriofe, 5 di forza, zt pid gagliardi, 
non fon pero é pia pre: egiati. de nell - 
animo, dico che tutte le cofe, che 
Pe sgt: inténdere glt budimint, le me 

éhime pafono suténdere aucor leP). 
ne: dove pénetra Vintelletto de ML. 
uno, pud penetrar etiaudio guello 
delValtra. 

Quivi havendo il Magnifico Gin- 
liano fatto un poco di paifa, foggiunfe 
ridendo; Nou fapete vot che in Filo- 
fo afta fi tiene guefia propifitione; Che 
quellt, che fon moll: di carne, fono 
atti della mente? Percio non é dub- 
bio, che le Donne, per effer pia molb- 
li dt carne, sono ancor fp pin atte della 
mente;  d’imgegno pi a“ accommoda- 
te alle Speculation, che gli budmint. 
Pot feguito ; Ma lafeiando guefto , 
percthe voi dicefte, ch’i0 pighaffi ar- 
gumento della perfettion dell? un, & 


dell’altro dalldpere; dito, fe vot. 


confiderate gli effetts della natura, 
trovarete, chella produce le Donne 
tali, come fono, now 2 cafo, ma ac- 
commodate al fine neceffari0. Che 
henche le faccta del corpo non gagliar 
de, & d’dnimo placido, hee HEN 
altre. qualita coutrarie a guelle de 
gli hudmini ; pir le conditions dell’ 
uno, *§ dell’altro téndono ad un fol 
Sin ne concernente alla medéfima utilt- 
os Che fecondo che per hae dé- 
bole fevolexsa, le doune fon meno 
aniniofe per la oe teat fou ancora 
pot pia caute. LV GA: 
tréfcono i  figlinols : 2 Paart gli am- 
macftrano ; & con Deportes A Al cgue- - 
ftano di fuori quello, che eff con la 
fedui lita COM er vano in cafa, che now 
é. minor. laude. Se sonfiderate: pot 
Lif idrie 
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are not always the moft efteem’d. 
in the Mind; I fay, that whatever 
Things Men can know and underftand, 
the fame can Women too: and where 
the Intellect of the one can-penetrate, 
there alfo.can the other. 


— 


Here Julian paufing:a little, and with 
a Smile added; Do you not know that 
it is an Axiom in Philofophy; A fair 
Body argues a fair Mind? It cannot 
then be doubted, that as the Complexion 
of the Women is fairer than that of the 
Men; fo their Minds are more excel- 
lent, and-better fitted: for Speculation 
than theirs.. But, continu’d he, I will 
let this drop, and whereas you would 
have, that I fhould prove the PerfeCtions 
of each Sex by their Actions; ’tis my 
Opinion, that if you confider the Pro- 
duétions of Nature, you will find, that 
it produces Women, not by Chance, 
but by fitting them to the neceflary Ends 
of being. For tho’ they are lefs ftrong 
of Body, and of a milder Temper, and 
in many other Qualities differ from the 
Men; yet by their Natures they incline 
to the fame End, and are ufeful there- 


to. For as the female Sex, .by being of 


a. weak and delicate Make, are lefs cou- 
rageous;. fo they are more careful. 
Therefore the Mothers nurfe the Chil- 
dren: The Fathers inftruét them, and 
- by their Strength fetch in from abroad 
thofe Bie GoHs ; which Wish en dili- 
gently by their Care cot iferve at home, 


which deferves not lefs Commendation. . 


If then you confult Hiftories, either an- 


ti 
client or modern, (tho? Writers..have al- 


ways 
; 
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ways been fparing in their Praifes) you 
will find that there have been thofe of 
equal Parts with the Men; that fome 
among, them have commanded Armies, 
and obtain’d° glorious Victories; g0- 
vern’d Kingdoms with great Prudence 
and Juftice; and done whatever could 
be done by Men. As to Sciences; do 
you not remember to have read, that 
a great many have been learn’d in Phi- 
lofophy? Others have excell’d in Poe- 
try ? Some practis’d the Law, and with 
great Eloquence pleaded at the Bar? 
Tt would be tedious to fpeak of manual 
Works, neither are any Teftimonies of 


that Sort neceflary. 


If therefore the Man is not more per- 
feé& than the Woman, neither in Sub- 
ftance, nor in Accidents, as both Rea- 
fon and Experience fhew; I cannot fee 
wherein his Perfection confifts. And be- 
caufe you alledge that Nature always 
defigns the perfecteft Productions, and 
would, if poffible, always produce the 
Man; making the Production of the 
Woman rather an Error and Miftake, 
than the End of Nature; I wholly deny 
it to be Faét; neither can I conceive 
how Nature has no Intention to pro- 
duce the Woman, fince without her the 
humane Species cannot be preferv’d ; 
for which, more than for any other 
Thing, Nature itfelf feems (principally) 
concern’d. For by the Copulation of 
the Male and Female, it produces Chil- 
dren; who return to their aged Parents 
thofe Benefits receiv’d in their Infancy, 
affording them Food, and other Necef- 
faries: They alfo renew the Parent, by 

having 





Vhifiérie antiche (benche gl?’ hutminé 
Sempre stano. flatit parcifiimi nello 
ferivere le ldudi delle donne) © le 
moderne, trovarete che continuamen- 
te la virth é flata tra le donne cost 
come tra gli huémint; © che ancor 
fonofi trovate di guelle, che hanno 
moffo delle guerre,  confeguitone glo- 
gloriofe vittérie; governato 2 Regni 
con fomma prudéntia, S giufittia; 
fatto tutto quello, che shabbian fat- 
to gl hudmini. Circa le fcréutie, now 
vt ricorda haver letto dz tante, che 
hanno faputo Filofofia? altre, che 
fono frate eccellentiffime in poesia? 
altre, che han trattato caufe, © ac- 
cufato, 5 difefo innanzi ai giidws 
eloquentiffimaménte? Dell’ dpere ma- 
nuali faria lungo narrare, née di cio 
bifogua far teftimonzo. 

Se adungue, nella fuftantia effen- 
tiale, L’huomo non é pia perfetto del- 
la donna, né meno ne gli accident: ; 
&5 di que/io, oltre la ragione, Véggon- 
fi gli effetti; non sd im che confifta 
guefia fua perfettione. Et perche 
voi -dicefie, che intento della natura 
6 fempre di prodir le cofe pit per- 
fette, © pero, sella poteffe, fempre 
produrria Vhuomo; & che il prodar 
la donna & pin preflo errore, 0 dif- 
fetto della natura, che intentione ; 
vifpondo, che guefto totalmente ft ne- 
ga; née sd come poffiate dire, che la 
natura non intenda prodir le donne, 
fenza le quali la [pécie humana cou- 
fervar non fipuo; di che, pin che d’o- 
gui altra cofaé defiderofa effa natura. 
Percid col mezzo di quefta compa- 
gnia di mafchio, di fémina, pro- 
duce i figliuoli; i qual véndono 2 
beneficii ricevuti in pueritia a t pa- 
dri gia veccht, perche gli nutrifco- 
no: poi gli rinévano col generar eff 
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tornando in circulo, adémpie la eter- 
nita, 5 in tal modo dona la immor- 
talita a2 mortals. 

Effendo adunque a quefto tanto ne- 
cefjaria la donna, quanto lL’ huomo; 
non vedo per gual caufa Vuna fia 
fatta a cafo pin che Paltro £& ben 
véro che la natura intende fempre 
produr le cofe pit perfette ; © pero 
entende prodir Lhuomo in [pécie fia, 
ma non pin mafchio, che fémina. 
Anz fe fempre producefe mafchio, 
farta una imperfettione; perché co- 
me del corpo, 5 dell’duima, refulta 
un compofito pin nébile, che le fue 
parti, che ePhuomo; cos? della com- 
paguia di mafthio, di fémina ri- 
fulta un compéofito confervativo del- 
ta [pécie humana, fenza il quale le 
parti fe defirmiriano. Et pero maf- 
thio,  fémina da natura fon fem- 
pre enfieme; née puo effer Lun, fen- 
za Laltro. Cost quello non fi dee 
chiamar mafthio, che non ha la fe- 
mina, fecondo la diffinitione dell’ uno 
 dell’aliro; né fémina quella, che 
non ha iL mafthw. Et perchée un 
feo folo dimofira imperfettione, at- 
tributf(cono gli anticht Thedlogt Luno 
é Laltro a Dio. Onde Orfeo diffe, 
che Giove era mafchio & fémina. Et 
léggeft nella Sacra Scrittura, cheDio 
formo gli hudmint, mafchio’S fémina, 
a fia fimilitidine. Et fpeffo zt Poe- 
tt parlando de iDez, conféndono il 

effo. 
Allbora il §. Gafparo, lo non vor- 
vel, diffe, che noi entraffimo in tali 
fottilitd, perche quefle Donne non 
eimtenderanno: § benche io vi ri- 


Sponda 





ates a y 
Ke ¥Ty 70 ¢ 
ES Bhd a Om 
Se ALO a Fj} 

hawing Childrer ES ehaie awn and. er 

Naving Vauare n OF tneir own, ana €xX- 


1 


pect in their old Age fuch kind Office: 
from them, as they themfelves practis’d 
in their Youth. Thus Nature, turning 
as it-were ina Circle, fills all. poffible 
Space of Time, and 
Immortality. 

The Woman being then as neceflary 
to this End as the Man; I cannot fee 


for what Reafon the one is more cafu- 
ally produc’d, than the other. ’Tis true, 
that Nature always defigns its Produc- 
tions to be of the perfecteft Kind; and 
for this Reafon it defigns the humane 
Species, but not the Male more than 
the Female. Nay, if it always produc’d 
the Male, it would act imperfectly ; for 
as from the Body and the Soul there re- 
fults a Compofitum more noble than 
its Parts, which is the Man; fo from 
the Male and Female arifes a Compo- 
fitum, neceflary to preferve the humane 
Species, and without which the Indivi- 
duals would perifh, The Male there- 


-fore and Female are by Nature itfelf 


link’d together; neither can the one 
fubfift without the other. On this Ac- 
count, that cannot be call’d Male, which 
has no Female; nor that Female, which 
has no Male; as the Definition of both 
fhews. And becaufe one Sex alone de- 
notes Imperfection, the ancient Divines 


afcrib’d both to God. Orpheus affirm’d - 


Jupiter to be both Male and Female. 
And we read in the Holy Scripture, 
that God form’d Man, Male and Fe- 
male, after his own Likenefs. The Poets 
alfofpeaking of the Gods, often confound 
the Sexes. 

I was not, reply’d Gafpar, for entrine 
into thefe myfterious Points, becaufe 
thefe Ladies cannot underftand us: 
And tho’ my Arguments, in anfwer to 
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you, be never fo juft; yet they will 
believe, or at leaft pretend they do, 


that I am in the wrong; and will pre- 
fently pafs Sentence upon me their own 
Way. 
them, I fhall only obferve from the 
Opinion of the witeft Men, whom you 
are no Stranger to, That the Man is 
compar’d to Form, the Woman to Mat- 
ter: And therefore, as Form is more 
perfect than Matter, and even contti- 
tutes its Being; fo the Man is more 
perfect than the Woman. [ remember 
to have heard, that a great Philofopher, 
among his Problems, has this Queftion : 
From whence comes it, that the Wo- 
man is always naturally fond of that 
Man who receives the firft Favours 
from her? And on the contrary ; that 
the Man always hates the Woman, who 
firft yields to his Embraces? The Rea- 
fon he gives for it, is; That in the Act 
the Man renders the Woman more per- 
feét; but the Woman renders the Man 
more imperfect. Now every one natu- 
rally loves to be perfect, and hates to 
be the contrary. Befides which, ’tis a 
great Proof of the Perfection of the 
Man, and of the Imperfection of the 
Woman; that generally every Woman 
covets to be a Man, as being prompted 
by a certain natural Inftinct to defire her 
~own Perfection. 

The poor Creatures, reply’d Julian, 
do not defire to be Men for the fake 
of being more perfect, but for the fake 
of Liberty, and in order to fhake off 
the Power which Men, by theirown Au- 
thority, aflume over them. Moreover, 
your Comparifon of Matter and Form, 
does not always hold: For the Woman 
is not perfected by the Man, as Mat- 

ter 


The COURTYIER. 


However, being we are got into P 





fponda con éttime ragioni; effe crede- 
yanno, 0 almen moflraranno di cré- 
dere, ch’io habbia il torto; & fibito 
darano la fenténtia a fio moao. Pur, 
ot che noi vt stamo entrati, dird 
guefio folo, che (come fapete effer opi- 
nion a’ hubmini fapientiffimi) P huo- 
mo safjimigla alla forma, la Donna 
alla matérta: © perd, cosi come la 
forma é pia perfetta, che la maté- 
ria, anzt le da Véffere; cost k huo- 
mo & pin perfetto affat che la Dou- 
na. Lit ricérdomi haver gia udito, 
che un gran Filofofo, in certs fuot 
Probbemi dice: Onde é che natural- 
mente la Douna ama fempre quell’- 
Luomo, che é ftato tl primo a rice- 
ver da lei amorofi piacéri? © per 
contrario, L’huomo ba iu ¢dio quella 
Donna, che é flata la prima a con- 
giingerft in tal modo con lui? Et 
foggiungendo la caufa; afferma gue- 
fio éffere, perché in talatto la douna 
riceve dall’huomo perfettione, 6 1’- 
huomo dalla donna imperfettione. Et 

erd ogn’un ama naturalmente quella 
cofa, che lo fa perfetto, & édiaguel- 
la, che lo fa imperfetto. Et oltre 
a cid, grande argumento della perfet- 
tidu dell’huomo, della imperfet- 
tidn della douna e, che univer falmen- 
te ogni donna destdera effer huome, 
per un certo infiinto di natura, che 
le infegna defiderar la fua perfets 
tone. 

Rifpofe fibito zl Magnifico Giulia- 
no, Le mefchine non destderano L’ef- 
fer huémmini per farft pik perfette, 
ma per haver liberta, © fuggir quel 
dominio, che gli huémini ft hanno 
vendicato fopra effe per fua propria 
autorita.. Et la fimilitudine, che 
voi date della matéria, forma, non 
fi confa in ogni cofa: perché non cos? 

é fatta 
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é fatta perfetta la donna dall’huomo, 
come la matéria dalla forma: per- 
ché la matéria riceve Leffer dalla 
forma, § fenza effa flar nou puo. 
Anzi quanto pit di matéria hanno 
le forme, tanto pit hanno d’imperfet- 
tione; § feparate daeffa, fon per- 
fettifime. Ma la donna non riceve 
Lo effere dal’ huomo: anzt cost come 
effa é fatta perfetta da lui, effa an- 
cor fa perfetto lui. Oude Puna & 
Laltro infieme véngouo a generare : 
la qual cofa far non poffono alcun dt 
loro per sé fieffi. Lacaufa por delt- 
amor perpétuo della donna verfi'l 
primo, con cui fia flata; © dell’oaio 
dell’ huomo verfa la prima donna ; 
non dard gia 10 a quello, che da il 
vofiro Filéfofo ne’ fuoi problemi; ma 
alla fermezza, e flabilita della don- 
na, © allinftabilita dell’ huomo ; 
ne fenza ragion naturale: perche 
effendo il mafchio calido naturalman- 
te, da quella qualita pigha ta leg- 
gierezza, il moto, & la inftabilita. 
Et per contrario, la donna dalla 
frigidita, la quiete, © gravita fer- 
ma, 5 pik fife impreffiont. 

Allbora ta Signora Emilia rivolta 
al §. Magnifico, Per amor di Dio, 
diffe, ufeite una volta dt quefte vo- 
five matérie, & forme, © mafchi, 5 
fémine; 3 parlate di modo che fiate 
intefo: perche noi havemo udito, © 
molto ben intefo il male, che di not 
ba detto 7 Signor Ottavian0, el 
Signor Gafparo: ma hor non intende- 
mo gia in che modo voi ci difendia- 
te. Peri quefio ma par uvufcir de 
propofito, &S laftiar nell animo a’- 
ogn'uno quella mala impreffione , che 
di not hanno data queftz nofirt ne- 


wiz. 
Now 





ter is by Form: The Matter receives 
its being from the Form, and cannot 
exift without it. Nay, the more Mat- 
ter the Form has, the more imperfect 
it is; as onthe contrary it is the moft 
perfect, when feparated from Matter. 
But the Woman does not owe her Be- 
ing to the Man: As fhe is perfected by 
him, fo he is perfected by her. There- 
fore by their mutual Embraces they pro- 
create Children: Neither can the one do 
it feparately from the other. Now as 
to the Woman’s conftantly loving the 
firft Man admitted to her Embraces, 
or the Man’s hating the fir’ Woman, 
I cannot affent to your Philofopher ; 
but rather afcribe it to the Firmnefs and 
Conftancy of the Woman, and to the In- 
conftancy of the Man; which natural Rea- 
fon fhews to be Fact: For the Male 
being naturally hot, derives from that 
Quality a light, wandering, and unfettled 
Temper. Onthe contrary, the Female, 
by her Coldnefs, is more heavy, and more 
inclin’d to Firmnefs and Conftancy. 


Here Emilia turning towards Julian, 
For God’s-fake, faid fhe, leave off your 
Matter and Form, and Males and Fe- 
males; and fpeak fo that one may un- 
derftand you: For we have both heard 
and underftood the reflecting Things 
faid againft us by Octavian and Gafpar : 
But we do not fee how you vindicate us, 
This Way of reafoning is foreign to the 
Purpofe, and unable to remove out of 
any one’s Mind, the ill Impreffions 
which thefe our Enemies have rais’d 
againit us. 


Mm 2 Madam, 


jain? 
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k s, who by 
loading the Women with falfe Praifes, 
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10ofe that are true do not 





Doubt not, Madam, faid Julian, | 
will pepihin to every Particular ; tho’ I 
cannot refolve, without any Reafon, to 

| | upon the Men, as they d 
upon the Women. And if any one, 
who happens to be spi would take 
our Difpute down in Writing; I would 
take care Gafpar’s Objeétions and Rea- 
fons, drawn from Matter and Form, 
fhould not pafs unanfwer’d. 


Toul 


Julian, faid Gafpar, I fee no Reafon to 
deny, that the Man, thro’ his natural 
Qualities, is not more perfect than the 
Woman, who is of a cold Tempera- 
ment, andthe Man hot. Now Heat is 
active, and the firft Spring of all Pro- 
ductions, confequently nobler, and more 
perfect than cold. Befides, you know, 
the Heavens fhed only Heat on thefe 
lower Regions, and not Cold; which 
has no Share in the Works of Nature. 
And from hence I conjecture, that the 
cold Temperament of the Women makes 
them vile and cowardly. 

You are ftill entring into Subtilties, 
reply’d Julian; but you fhall fee that 
every time you do fo, the worfe it will 
be for you. And for a Proof of it, be 
pleas’d to hear me. I grant that Heat 
of itfelf is more perfect than Cold; but 
but in mixt and Pom manos Bodies 
this does not hold; otherwife, the hot- 
ter thofe Bodies are, the more perfect 
they would be; which is falfe ; for thofe 


Bodies are the moft perfect, which are 
between Hot and Cold. I likewife 
erant 


1. sa pene 
Now ci date quefio nome Signoras 


rifpofe iL S.Gafparo; che pik prefto 


fe conviene ab $ Mag tjico, it gual 


col dar baud: falfe alle donne, moftra 
che per effe non nefian di vere. 

Scagiun @ tL Magnifico Giuliano, 
non dubita te Signora, che al tutto f¢ 
rifpondera ma 10 non voglio dir vil- 
lanta a gVhuémini cosi senza vagto- 
ze, come hanno fatto eff alle donne: 
Lit fe per forte qui foffe alcuno, che 
ferivelfe t noftri ragionamenti; non 
vorre: che pot im loco, dove foffero 
wntefe quefie matérie > © forme , ,; 
ae rifpofia gli argumen~ 

, & Le ragioni chel S.Gafparo con- 
a di voi adduce. 

Non sd 8. Magnifico, diffe allhora 
iL S.Gafparo, come im quefio negar 
potrete, che Vhuomo, per le qualita 
naturali, non fia pik perfetto che la 
donna, la qual éefrigtda di fua com: 
pleffione, © LPhuomo calido. Et mols 
to pin ndbile, © pid perfettod é il 
caldo, che’l freddo, per effere atttvo; 
 produttivo. Et come fapéte, i 
Czeli, qua ginttra not, infbndono il 
caldo folamente, non il freddo; ik 
quale non entra nelle épere della na- 
tura. kt pero, lo effer le donne fri- 
gide di compleffione credo che fra 
Caufa della viltad, e timidita loro. 

Ancor volete, rifpofe 11 Magni fico 
Giuliano, pur entrar nelle Sottilita 
ma vederete, che ogni v obte Peggio 
ve maverra. Et che cosi fia, udite. 
lo vi confeffo che la calidita in sé 
@ pit perfetta che la frigidita; oe 
quefio non feguita ne lle cofe mifte, 
compo fit e 5 perch fe cosi foffe, veri 
COr pO; che “ a caldo foffe » guel farta 
put perfetto; tlche é falfo; perche z 
corpi temperati ony rfetti imi. Di. 
covi. ancora che la donna é di com- 

pleffion 
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huomo, tb quale per “troppo caldo é 
diftante dal temperamento: Ma quan- 
to in fe & temperata, 0 alien pin 
propingua al temperamento, che non 
éVhuomo; perché ha im se guell hi- 
mido proportionato al calor naturale, 
che nell’ huomo per la troppa ficcita 
pit prefto fi rifolve, fi confuma. 
Ha ancor una tal frigidita, che reft- 
fie, & conforta il calor naturale, © 
lo far pi vicino ak temperamento: & 
nelV huomo ib fupérfiuo caldo prefto 
yiduce ik calor naturale all’iltimo 
grado; il quale mancandogl:.1L ns- 
trimento, par fi rifolve. Et pero, 
perchée gl hudmininel generar fi at- 
féccano pid che le donne, fpeffo tn- 
terviene, che fon meno vivaci, che 
effe. Onde quefta perfettione ancor 
fe pud attribuire alle donne; che vi- 
vendo pit lungamente che gli hucmt- 
ni, efeguifcono pit quello, che é zn- 
tento della natura, che gli budmins. 
Del calore che anféndono ¢-Cretz fo- 


pra noi,.non fi parla bora, perche € 


equivoco a quello, di che ragionamo : 
che efféndo confervattvo di tutte le 
cofe, che fow fotto il globo della Liu- 
na, cosi calde, come fredde, non puo 
effer contrario al freddo. 


Ma la timidita nelle donne; aven- 
ga che dimofiri qualche wunperfettio- 
ne; nafee perd da landabib caufa, 
che é la fottilita,  prontezza det 
fpiriti; 2 quali rappreféntano tofio 


le fpécie allo intelletto, S pero fo 


pertirbano facilmente per le cofe e- 
firinfeche. Vederete ben molte volte 
alcuni, che non hanno paira ue de 
morte, ne daltro: nue con tutto ci0 
fi poffono chiamare arditi; perche 
non condfcono tL pericolo; © vauno 
come 


BY PS ee L AKT A; ay o aber 
erant, that the VYoman 1S or @ colder 


— sit 


Complexion than Man, which through 
too. much Heat recedes from a jult 
Temperament : But abfolutely confider’d, 
fhe keeps an even Balance, or at leaft 
approaches nearer it. than the Man; for 
in her the «Moifture bears a due Pro- 
portion to the natural Heat ;- but in 
the Man it is diffipated and confumy’d; 
by a too abundant Drynefs. She alfo 
retains: {uch .a Degree of Cold, as 
checks and foments- the’ natural Heat; 
and confequently brings it nearer to.a 
juft Medium : On the contrary, in Men 
the too great. Fire.foon reduces the na- 
tural. Heat. to the laft Degree of In- 
tenfenefs; and*then for want of. Nutri- 
ment foon refolves. And becaufe Men, 
in the Act of Generation, lofe more of 
the vital Moifture, than the Women, 
they are often fhorter-liv’d. And on 
this Account alfo the Women are to 
be efteem’d perfect; fince by a longer 
Duration of Life, they better execute the 
Ends of Nature, than'the Men. The 
Heat of the Celeftial Bodies, as being 
equivocal to that’ we fpeak of; has no- 
thing to do in this Place: As it is the 
Preferver of all fublunary Bodies, whe 
ther hot or cold, it cannot ‘be contrary 


to cold.. 


As to. the. Women’s being. timid 5 


tho’ there. are fome Marks: of Imper- 
fection. in it, yet "tis owing :to a Caufe 
worthy of Praife ; .I mean the fubtil and 
quick Motion of the Spirits, which pre- 
fently convey .to the Mind the Images 
of external Objeéts; and for that Reafon 
are eafily put into Diforder by them. 
Indeed we often fee Men, who neither 
fear Death, nor any thing elfe: Yet: 
they cannot be call’d..courageouss be- 
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caufe they apprehend no Danger; but 
like Men not in their Senfes, and void 
of Thought, they run headlong into it ; 
which proceeds from the Grofinefs and 
Inactivity of the Spirits. A Fool there- 
fore is not to be reckon’d brave; for 
true Magnanimity is to actedeliberately 
and refolutely, and to prefer Honour 
and Duty before all the Dangers in the 
World. Tho’ Death evidently threat- 
ens, yet the Heart and Mind muft re- 
main firm, and every Faculty of the 
Soul muft be calm and undaunted ; 
and in all the Offices of reafoning and 
thinking, a perfect Tranquillity muft ap- 
pear. Many Men we have both feen 
and heard of, who came up to this 
Defcription ; and likewife many Women, 
who both in ancient, and our own Times, 
fhew’d a Greatnefs of Mind, and not 
lefs than the Men perform’d Actions 
worthy of the higheft Praife, 


Thefe Actions, faid Frigius, began 
when the firft Woman in offending drew 
in others to fin againft the Almighty; 
entailing, at the fame time, upon the 
whole Race of Men, Death, Grief of 
Mind, Pain, and all the Miferies and 
Calamities which reign in the World. 


Since you have Recourfe to Scrip: 
ture, anfwer’d Julian; do not you know 
that that Sin was likewife repair’d by 
a Woman? So much greater is the Be- 
nefit procur’d by the one, than the 
Damage caus’d by the other; that the 
Fault itfelf, which fo many Merits have 
aton’d for, is ftyl’d happy. However, 
I fhall not ftand to prove, how much 
all humane Creatures are inferior in Dig- 
nity to the Virgin our Lady, for fear of 
prophaning Divine Truths with our 

foolifh 


come infenfati dove védono la fivadds 
© non pénfano pid; & quefto proce- 
de da una certa grofezza di [pt- 
vite obtuft. Perd non fi pud dire 
che un pazzo fia animofo; ma 
la vera magnanimita viene da una 
propria deliberatione, & determina- 
ta volonta di far cosi, § da eftimar 
pia Vhonore el débito, che tutti i 
pertcols del mondo. Et benche fi co- 
nofca la morte manifefia, effer di co- 
re & d’animo tanto faldo, che z fenti- 
mentt non réflino impediti, ne fi fpa- 
ventino; ma faccian Vofficio loro 
circa il difcorrere, & penfare cosi, 
come fe foffero quietifimi. Di que- 
fla forte havemo veduto, & intefo ef- 
Ser molit grand’ huémini; medefima- 
ménte molte donne, le quali, ne 
gli antichi féculi, & ne i prefenti, 
hanno moftrato grandezza d’animo, 
© fatto al mondo effetti degni a’inft- 
nita laude, non men che shabbian 
fatto gli budmini. 

Alibora il Frigio, Quegli effetti, 
diffe, cominciarono, quando la prima 
‘Donna ervando, fece altrui errar 
contra Dio, & per heredita lafcid 
al’ humana generatione la morte, gli 
affannt, e 2 dolori, e tutte le mifé- 
rte,  calamita, che hoggid? al mon- 
do fi {Entono. 

Rifpofe 21 Magnifico Giuliano, Poi 
che nella facreftia ancir vi giova 
aentrare ; non fapete voi, che quello 
error medefimaménte fh corretto da 
una Donna? che cz apportd molto 
maggior utilita, che quella non w ha- 
vea fatto danno; dt tal modo che la 
colpa, che fu pagata con tai mériti, 
St chiama felicifiima. Ma io non vo- 
&tio hor dirvi quanto di dignita tut- 
te le creature humane fiano inferior: 
alla Vérgine noftra Signora, per nom 

mefcolar 
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* mefcolar le cofe divine iu quefti no- 
firi folli ragionamenti. Ne raccon- 
tar quante donne con infinita conftan- 
tia shabbiano lafciato crudelmente 
amazzare daiTiranni, per lo nome 
di Chrifto: né quelle, che con f{cién- 
tia difputando, hanno confufo tanti 
Idolatri. Et fe dicefte che quefto e- 
ra miracolo, & gratia dello Spirito 
Santo; dico, che niuna virta merita 
pia laude, che quella che é approva- 
ta per teftiménio di ‘Dio. 


Molte altre ancor, delle quali tau- 
to non fi ragioua, da voi freffo potete 
vedére; maffimaménte leggendo San 
Hierduimo, che alcune de’ {uor tem- 
pt célebra con tante maravigliofe 
Laudi, che ben potriano baflar a qual 
fi voglia fantiffimo huomo. Penfate 
po guante altrevsi fono flate, delle 
guali non fi fa mentione alcuna: per- 
che le mefthine flanno chiufe, fenza 
quella pompofa fupérbia dt cercare 
apprefjo il volgo nome di fantita; co- 
me fanno hoggtdi molt’ hudminz hip- 
pocritt maledetti, 2 quali fvordatz, 
0 pid prefto facendo poco cafo della 
dottrina di Chrifio, che vuole, Che 
quando Vhuomo digiuna, ft unga la 
factia, perche non pata, che digim- 
ni: §© comanda, che le orationt, le 
elemdfine, e Laltre buone épere fr 
facciano non in piazza, ne in fina- 
goghe, ma in fecreto, tanto, che la 
man finifira non fappia della deftra. 
Afférmano non effer maggior bene al 
mondo, che’l dar buon efémpio. Et 
cost col colle torto, & giz occhi baffi; 
Spargendo fama di non volér parlare 
a Donne, neé mangiare altro, che 
herbe crude, affumati; con le téni- 
che fquarciate gabbano i fémplici : 
Che 




































If. 
foolith Reafonings. Neither fhall J al- 
ledge the great Numbers of Women, 
who for the Name of Chrift, have, with 
a prodigious Conftancy, fuffer’d them- 
felves to be barbaroufly murder’d by 
Tyrants: Nor of thofe, who by their 
learned Difputes, have confuted the Pro- 
feffors of Idolatry. Now if you pretend 
that thofe were miraculous Cafes, and 
ewing to the Holy Spirit; I anfwer, 
That no Virtues are more Praife-wor- 
thy, than fuch as are commended by 
Divine Teftimonies. 


Many others, of whom little Men- 
tion is made, you yourfelf may find; 
efpecially if you read St. Hierom, who 
extols fome living in his Time, with 
fuch wonderful Encomiums, as ma 
reach the Merits of the holieft Men, 
Confider how many others there are, 
whofe Names are entirely bury’d in Si- 
Tence: Poor Creatures! they are fhut 
up, notin a pompous and proud Man- 


_ ner, coveting to be reputed holy; as is 


now-a-days the Practice of many hypo- 
critical and reprobate Men, who forget, 
or rather make little Account of the 
Dodtrine of Chrift, which teaches Men, 
When they faft, to anoint their Faces, 
that they may not appear to faft: Like- 
wife to pray, to give Alms, and to do 
other good Works, not in the Mar- 
kets, or Synagogues, but in fo retir’d 
a Place, that the Left Hand may not 
know what the Right does. Inftead 
thereof they maintain, That the beft 
Action a Man can do, is to give good 
Example. Agreeably thereto, they bend 
their Necks double, and fix their Eyes 
upon the Ground; giving out that they 
never fpeak to Women, and that they 
live upon raw Herbs, and dry’d Fifh: 
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Allhora la Signora Emilia, Tanto 
piacer, diffe, havete di dir mal de 
frati, che, fuor d’ogni propéfito, fre- 
te entrato in quefto ragionamento. 
Ma voi fate grandifimo male a mor- 
morar de z religiofi, © fenza utilita 
alcuna vi cariate la cofciéntia; 
che fe non foffero quelli, che prégano 
‘(Dio per noi altri, haremmo ancor 
molto maggior flagell:, che non ba- 
veMmo. 

Rife alibora it Magnifico Giulta- 
20, e diffe, Come havete voi Signora 
cosi ben indovinato, ch'io parlava de 
frati, non havendo 10 loro fatto il 
nome? Ma in véro it mio non fi chia- 
ma mormorare; ant parlo io ben 
aperto, © chiaramente; né dico de t 
boni, made i malvagi, © rei; det 
guali ancor non parlo la milléfima 
parte di cio ch’i0 sd. 


Hor non parlate de’ frati, rifpofe 
la Signora Emilia, ch’zo per me efti- 
mo grave peccato Lafcoltavi: & pe- 
x0 10 per non afcoltarvi, leverdmmi 
di que. 

Son contento, diffe 21 Maguifico 
Giuliano, non parlar pit di guefto. 
Ma toruando alle laudi delle doune ; 
dico, che’l S.Gafparo non mi trovera 
huomo alcun fingulare, cho non vi 
trovi la moglie, 0 figliola, 0 forella, 
di mérito eguale, © tal’hor fuperio- 
ve. Oltra che molte fon frate caufa 
a infiniti beni az loro huéminz, tar- 
hor hanno corretto di molti loro er- 
vort. Pero effendo (come havemo di- 
moftrato) le doune naturalmente ca- 
pact di quelle medéfime virta, che 
fou gli huémini; §5 efféndofene pint 
volte veduto gleffetti; non sd per- 
ché, dando loro 20 quello, che é pof- 
sthile, 
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You have fo much Pleafure, faid 
Emilia, in railing againft the Friars, 
that, tho’ it makes nothing to the Pur- 
pofe, you cannot help falling foul upon 
them. But you do very ill to murmur 
againft thofe Religious Men, and with- 
out any Advantage, burden your Con- 
{cience 3; for if they did not offer up 
their Prayers to God for us, we fhould 
have far greater Scourges, than we al- 
ready have. 

Here Julian fmiling, How came you, 
Madam, faid he, to guefs fo well, that 
I directed my Difcourfe againft the 
Friars, not having once mention’d their 
Name? But in truth, this cannot be 
called Murmuring ; I fpeak openly and 
above board ; neither do I meddle with 
the good, but the wicked and ill Li- 
vers among them; of whom I have not 
yet faid the thoufandth Part. of what I 
know. 

Let the Friars alone, cry’d Emilia s 
for I think it a great Sin to hear yous 
and rather than do it, I will leave the 
Room. 


I am content, reply’d Julian, to drop 
this Subject. But to return to the En- 
comiums upon the Women; I will ven- 
ture to fay, that Gafpar cannot produce 
a Man fo fingularly good; but I can 
find a Wife, or a Daughter, or a Sifter 
equal in Merit, and perhaps fuperior 
to him. Befides that many have been 
the Inftruments of infinite Bleflings to 
their Husbands, and have frequently 
reform’d them from their evil Courfes. 
The Women therefore, as has been 
prov’d, being naturally capable of the 
fame Virtues with the Men; and the 
Effects of it have been often vifible to 
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27. The 

the Eye; I do not fee why the afcribing 
| to them what they poflibly may have, 
vhat they have had, and what they actu- 
| ally haves can favour of a Miracle, as 
' G fp ur objects : For there have always 
i been. and ftill are, Women in the 
4 World, who as nearly refemble the 


| Court-Lady of my forming ; as there 
{ are Men, that refemble the Courtier of 


! thefe Gentlemens forming. 

E No Reafons, faid Gafpar, which have 
; Ah Experience againft them, are to be 
Bil reckon’d folid. If I fhould ask you, 


what Women thefe are, or when they 

liv’d, who equal in Merit the greateft 

Men; whofe Wives, Sifters, or Daugh- 

ters they were; what Bleflings they 

i} were the Inftruments of ; or whofe evil 

| Courfes they reform’d; I believe it 
would confound you. 


Truly, reply’d Julian, nothing would 
confound me but the great Numbers of 
them. And if the Time would permit, 
¥ might on this Head produce the Hi- 
ftory of Otavia, the Wife of Mark 
Anthony, and Sifter of Auguftus : Of 
Porcia the Daughter of Cato, and Wife 
of Brutus: Of Caia Cecilia, the Wife 
Tarquinius Prifcus: Of Cornelia, 
Daughter of Scipio; and infinite 
others, not only Romans, but Barba- 
whofe Names are 


r 


rians, well known: 
For Inftance, Alexandra, the Wife of 
Alexander, King of the Jews, who after 
the Death of her Husband, feeing. the 
Populace up in Arms to murder her 
two Sons, and thereby to revenge the 
: cruel and hard Slavery, mn which the 
Father kept them; by her Addrefs and 
Prudence, mitigated their juft Refent- 
ments, and gain’d her Sons the Hearts 


of 
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sibilé, che habbiano, & fheffo hanno 
havuto, etuttavia hanno, debba effer 
eftimato dz dir miracoli, come wha 
oppofto 2LS.Gafparo: attefoche fem- 
pre fono flate al mondo, © hora an- 
cor fouo doune cosi vicine alla donna 
di Palazzo, che ho formata io, come 
hudmini vicini all’ huomo, che haunea 
formato queftz Signori. 


Diffe allhora il Signor Gafparo, 
Quelle ragioui, che hanno la efperi- 
éntia in contrari0, non mi paion buo- 
ne. Ett certo, so vt adimandaffii 
quali siano, 0 s¢ano fiate quefle gran 
donne tanto degne di laude, quanto 
gli huémini grandt; a t quali for 
fiate moglie, forelle, o fighiudle; d che 
stano loro flate caufa dt ben alcuno ; 
0 guelle, che habbiano corretto z lo- 
ro errori; penfo che reftarefte zmpe- 
dito. 

Verameute, rifpofe il Magnifico 
Giuliano, niuna altra caufa porrte 
farmi reflar impedito, eccetto la mol- 
titidine. Et fel tempo mi baftaffe, 
vt contaré: a quefio propofito la hi-:' 
fitria d’Ottavia, moglie di Mare’ 
Ant énio, 5 forellad’ Augufio: Quel- 
la di Porcia figliuola di Catone; & 
moglie di Bruto: Quella di Gaia Ce- 
cilia, moglie di Tarquino Prifco: 
Quella di Cornelia, fighiuola di Sci- 
pione;  dinfinite altre, che fono 
notiffime, e non folamente delle no- 
fire, ma ancora delle Barbare: Co- 
me di quella Aleffandra, moglie pir 
d’ Aleffandro Ré de i Giudéi, la quale 
dopd la morte del marito, vedendo i 
popolt accefi di furore, & gia cori 
all’ arme per am re dot figliuoli, 
che di lui le ¢rano reftati, per ven- 
detta della crudele dura fervita, 

nelle 


roy 
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nella quale il padre fempre gli ba- 
vea tenutt;, fu tale, che fiubito mi- 
tigd guel grufio fdegno; S con pru- 
déntia in un punto fece benévoli az 
figlinol: queglt animi, chel padre 
com infinite ingiurie in molt’ anni ha- 
vea fatti loro imimictffime. 

Dite almen, rifpofe la Signora E- 
milia, come ella fece. Diffe 04 Ma- 
gnifico, Quefia vedendo i fighiuols in 
tanto pericolo, imcoutinente fece get- 
tare il corpo d’ Aleffandro in mezzo 
della piazza: poi chiamati a sez 
cittadini; diffe, che fapea gli anime 
loro effer accefi di giuftif{imo fdegno 
contra {uo marito; perche le crudels 
engiurie, che effo zntquamente gli ba- 
vea fatte, lo meritavano: che, 
come mentre era vivo, baurebbe fem- 
pre voluto poterlo far rimanere da 
tal feelerata vita; cosi adeffo era ap- 
parecchiata a farne fede, © lor aiu- 
tar a cafligarnelo cos? morto, per 
guanto fi potea. Et perd fr pighal- 
fero quel corpo, © lo facéffino man- 
gidr a icant, © lo firatiaffero con 
gue modi pia crudelt, che imaginar 
fapéano: ma ben gli pregava che ha- 
veffera compaffione a quegli tmuocen- 
ti fanciull:; 2 quale non potévano, 
now che baver colpa, ma pur effer 
confapévoli delle male dpere del pa- 
dre. 

Di tanta efficacia firono quefte 
parole, chel fiero fdegno gia. conce- 
puto ne gli animi dt tutto quel pipu- 
bo, fubito fr mitigato, © converfo iz 
cost pretofo affetto, che non folamen- 
te di concérdia eléffero que: figliuol 
per loro Signort, ma ancor al corpo 
del morto diédero honoratiffima [e- 
poltura. 

Quivi fece il Magnifico un poco di 
paula, poe foggiunfe; Non fapete voz 
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II. 275 
of a People, whom their Father, by a 
world of Injuries, and of a long ftand: 
ing, had imbitter’d againft them. 


Relate at leaft, reply’d Emilia, how 
fhe manag’d that Affair. Seeing, faid 
Julian, her Sons in fuch imminent Dan- 
ger, fhe order’d the Body of Alexander 
to be thrown out into the Market- 
place: Then calling together the Peo- 
ple; She knew, fhe faid, that their 
Minds were juftly exafperated againtt 
her Hufband; and that it was-no more 
than he deferv’d from them, for the 
cruel Injuries with which he had op- 
prefs’d them: That, as in his Life time 
fhe always wifh’dto bring him off from his 
wicked Courfes; fo now fhe was ready 
to give them a Proof of it, and to 
affift them, as much as poffible,. in pu- 
nifhing him after his. Death. They 
therefore might take his Body, and ei- 
ther give it to the Dogs to devour, 
or ufe it themfelves with, the utmoft 
Barbarity they could. devife: But fhe in- 
treated them to have Compaffion on her 
Children, as being too young to have 
a Hand in, orto be confcious of their 
Father’s Cruelties. 

Such Power had this Speech over 
them, that it prefently calm’d the Rage 
already kindled in their Minds, and 
mov’d. them to fuch a contrary Ex- 
treme of Pity, that they not only with 
one Confent, chofe the two Children 
to fucceed in the Government, but alfo 
allow’d the Father to be honourably 
interr’d. 

Here Julian, after having paufed a 
little, thus proceeded ; Do not you know 
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that the Wife and Sifters of Mithri- 
dates, exprefs’d lefs Fear of Death, than 
Mithridates himfelf? Did not the Wife 
of Afdrubal do the fame? Have you not 
heard that Armonia, the Daughter of 
Hiero, the Syracufan, chofe to perifh 
in the fame Flames with her Country? 

°Tis certain, reply’d Frigius, that 
Obftinacy will fometimes carry Woman 
fo far, that all the World cannot make 
them change their Refolution: As the 
Taylor’s Wife, who after fhe had no 
more Power to call her Hufband Prick- 
loufe, made Signs with her Fingers to 
reprefent him as fuch. 

Obftinacy, faid Julian fmiling, when 
it is direéted to a virtuous End, ought 
to be call’d Conftancy; as that was in 
Epicharis, a Roman freed Woman, who 
being concern’d in a Confpiracy againtt 
Nero, was tortur’d with all imaginable 
Severity, yet never could be brought to 
difcover any of her Accomplices; tho’ 
feveral Noblemen and Senators, who 
were inthe fame Danger, through Cow- 
ardice, impeach’d-their Brothers, Friends, 
and moft intimate Companions. What 
have you to fay of Leona, in honour 
of whom the Athenians plac’d before 
the Gate of the Caftle, a brazen Lionefs 
without a Tongue? To denote thereby 
the Command which fhe had over her 
Tongue: For fhe likewife having a 
Hand in the Confpiracy againft the Ty- 
rants, was not terrify’d by the Death of 
two great Men her Friends; nor by 
all the Engines ef Pain could be com- 
pell’d to reveal any one of the Confpi- 
rators. 
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che la moglie, Sle forelle di Mitrz- 
date mofirarono molto minor patra 
della morte, che Mitridate? Et la 
moglie di Afdrubale, che Afdrubale? 
Non fapete che Armonia figliuola dt 
Hieron Siracufano volfe morire nell’- 
incéndio della patria {ua ? 

Allhor il Frigio, “Dove vada ofti 
natione, certo é diffe, che tal’ hor fe 
trévano alcune donne, che mai non 
mutariano propéfito: come quella, 
che non potendo pit dir al marite 
forbici, con le mani gle ne facéa fe- 


LU0- 
Rife il Magnifico Ginkano e diffe, 


La oftinatione, che tende a fine vir- 
tuofo, fi dee chiamar conflantia; co+ 
me fu di quella Epicart Libertina 
Romana, che effendo confapévole a’- 
una gran congiura contra di Nerone, 
fa di tanta.conftantia, che firatiata 
con tuttiz pin dfperi tormenti, che 
imaginar fe pofjano, mai non paleso 
alcuno de i cémplici; § nel medéfi- 
mo pertcolo molti nobilt Cavalieri S 
Senatori, timidaménte accufarono fra- 
telli, amici, &5 le pin care © tntime 
perfone, che havéffero al mondo. Che 
direte voi di quell’altra, che ft chia- 
mava Leona, in honor della quale 
gli Atheniefi dedicarono innanzt alla 
porta della rocca una Leona di Bron. 
zo fenza lingua? Per dimofirar in 
lei la confiante virth della tacitur- 
nita: perché effendo effa medefima- 
mente confapévole d’una congiura con- 
trai Tirannti, non fi [pavento per la 
morte di dui grandi huémini [uot a- 
mici; benche con infiniti  crude- 
Liffimi tormenti fuffe lacerata, mat 
non palesd alcuno de i congiuratt. 


Diffe 








Dive allbor Madouna Margherita 
Gonzaga, ‘Parmi che vot narrate 
troppo brevemente quefie Opere vir- 
tuofe fatte da donne: che fe ben que- 
fii nofiri nemicz Lhanno udite, §5 let- 
te; moftrano non faperle; © vorrta- 
no che fe ne perdeffe lamemoria: ma 
fe fate che noi altre le intendzamo, 
almen-ce ne faremo honore. 


Allhbor il Magni fico Giuliano, Pia- 
cemi rifpofe: Hor io voglio dirvi a’- 
una, la qual fece quello, che 10 cre- 
do che’l Signor Gafparo medéfimo con- 
felfera che fanno pochiffimi hudmint ; 
& comincio. 

In Mafstlia fa gia una confuetudi- 
ne, la quale Séefiima. che dv Grécia 
folfe traportata, la qual’era, che pu- 
blicamente fv fervava venéuo tempe- 
rato cow cicita;  concedévaft 11 pr- 
gliarlo a chi approvavaal Senato do- 
verfi levar la vita per qualche in- 
commodo, che in effa fentiffe, over 
per altra giufta caufa: accw0 che chi 
troppo adverfa fortuna patito havea, 
0 troppo profpera guftato, im quella 
non perfeveraffe; 0 quefia non mutaf- 
fe. Ritrovandofi adunque Sefio Pom- 
peo 





uivi il Frigio non afpettando, 
che’l Magnifico Giuliano paffaffe pin 
avantt, Quefio mi par, diffe, 21 prin- 
ctpio duna qualche lunga favola. 
Allbora tb Maguifico Giuliano vol- 
tatofividendo a Madonna Margherz- 
ta; Eccovi, diffe, chel Frigio non 
mt baftta parlare: Io voleva hor con- 
tarvut d’una donna, la quale haven- 
do dimoftrato al Senato che ragione- 
volménte dovea morire, allegra, 
fenza timor alcuno, tolfe in prefen- 
tia.di Sefto Pompeo il venéno, con tan- 
ba 
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You relate, with too much Brevity, 
faid the Lady Margareta Gonzaga, the 
glorious Atchievments of the Women: 
For tho’ thefe our Adverfaries cannot 
but have heard and read them; yet they 
feem to be Strangers .to them, and would 
be glad that the Memory of them fhould 
be loft: But if you. will favour us with 
a Recital of them, we at leaft fhall look 
upon it as.an Honour done unto us. 
Madam, reply’d Julian, I obey with 
Pleafure: And fhall mention to you a 
Woman fam’d for an Adction, which 


Gafpar himfelf muft confefs few Men..- 


could have done. 


In Marfeilles it was onee a Cuiftom, 
(as fome think borrow’d from the Greeks) 
for. the. Publick to. have in keeping, 
Stores of poifonous Juices, mix’d with 
Hemlock; and thefe any Perfon was 
permitted to make-ufe. of, who could 
make it appear to the Senate, that the 
Grievances of Life, or fome other juft 
Caufe, made it reafonableto die : So whe- 
ther they labour’d under adverfe Fortune, 
or tafted the Favours.of it, they were not 
oblig’d to continue in the one, nor to 
change the. other. Therefore, while 
Sextus: Pompeius happen’d to be 





Pn 


Here. Frigius, not having Patience to 
let Julian proceed, faid, This feems to 
me to*be a Preamble to fome tedious 
and romantick. Story. 

Then Julian, with a Smile, turn’d to- 
wards.the. Lady Margareta, and faid, 
You fee Frigius: won’t let me fpeak: I 
was. going.to mention a Woman, who 
firft fatisfy’d the Senate, that. fhe had 
Reafon to dye, and then, in the Pre- 
fence of Sextus Pompeius, drank the 
poifonous Draught, with all the Signs of 

Joy 
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Joy and Intrepidity ; expreffing fo much 


Conftancy, and taking Leave of all her 
Friends in fuch handfome and affectio- 
nate Words, that Pompey, and all the 
Spectators, who faw her to be a Wo- 
man of Parts, and unmoy’d at the Ap- 
proach of Death, with Tears in their 
Eyes acknowledg’d it to be a moft 
amazing Sight. 

I remember likewife, faid Gafpar 
laughing, to have read a Speech, where 
a difcontented Hufband afk’d the Se- 
nate Leave to die; alledging he hada 
very juft Caufe; for he could not bear 
the continual Impertinence and Scolding 
of his Wife,"@nd had much rather drink 
that Dofe of Poifon, which you fay the 
Publick had the keeping of, than bear 
the Noife of his Wife. 


How many unhappy Women, reply’d 
Julian, would have juft Caufe to ask 
Leave to die, that they might no lon- 
ser fuffer, not only the bad Words, 
but the barbarous Treatment of their 
Hufbands? I know fome, who in this 
World fuffer the fame Pains, that the 
Damn’d are thought to fuffer in Hell. 

Do not you believe, reply’d Gafpar, 
that many Men are fo plagu’d with their 
Wives, that they every Moment with 
themfelves dead? 

Pray what Uneafinefs, anfwer’d Julian, 
can the Wives give their Hufbands, 
but may more eafily be remedy’d, than 
what the. Hufbands give their Wives? 
The latter are oblig’d, if not for Love, 
at leaft for. Fear, to pay Obedience to 
their Hufbands, 

?Tis certain, faid Gafpar, that the lit- 
tle Good, which they fometimes do, 
proceeds from Fear: For there are but 
few, in the World, who, from the Bot- 
tom 





ta conflantia d’animo, © con si pru- 
denti 5 amorévoli ricordit ai fuot, 
che Pompeo, e tutti gli altri, che 
vtddero in una donna tanto fapére, 
© ficurezza nel tremendo paffo della 
morte, refiarono non fenza lacrime 
confufi di molta maraviglia. 


Allbora il §..Gafparo ridendo, Io 
ancéra mi ricordo diffe, havér letto 
una Oratione, nella quale un infelice 
marito domanda licéutia al Senato di 
morire;  approva haverne giufta 
cagione; per non poter tolerare il 
continuo faftidio del ciancidre di fia 
mogle; e pin prefto vuol bere quel 
veneno, che vor dite che fi fervava 
publicamente per talt effettr, che le 
parole. della moglte. ; 

Rifpofe 11 Magnifico, Giuliano , 
Quante mefthine donne hartano gia- 
fla caufa di domandar licéntia di mo- 
rir, per nou potcr tolerare, non diro 
le male parole, ma t maliffimi fatti 
de mariti? cho alcune ne. conofta, 
che in quefto moudo patifcono le pene, 
che ft dicono effer nell’ inferno. 

Non credete vor, rifpofe it 8. Ga- 
/paro, che moltt martti ancor stano, 
che dalle mogh hanno tal tormento, 
che ogni hora destderano la morte? 


Et che difpiacére, diffe «1 Magni- 
fico, poffono fare le moglt a t mariti, 
che fia cost fenza rimédio, come fon 

uelli, che fanno iz maritt alle. mo- 
gli? Le quali, fe nou per amore, al- 
men per timor fono obfequenti: a 4 
mar itt. 

Certo é, diffe it S. Gafparo, che 
quel poco, che talhor fanno dt bene, 
procede da timore: perché poche ne 
fouo al mondo, che nel fecreto dell’ 
animo 











anime fuo, non habbiano in dédio il 
marivo. 

Anzi in contrario, rifpofe il Ma- 
gnifico; fe ben vi ricorda quanto 
bavete letto, «iu tutte le hiftérie ft 
conofie, che guafi fempre le mogli a- 
mano 2 maritt pin, che effi le mo- 
gli. Quando vedefle voi, o leggefte 
mai, chun martto faceffe verfo la 
moglie un tal fegno d'amore, quale 
fece quella Camma verfo fio ma- 
rito? 

Lo non sd, rifpofe il §S.Gafparo, 
chi fuffe cofter, né che fegno la fi fa- 
ceffe. Néio, diffe ut Frigio. 

Rifpofe it Magnifico, uditelo; & 
voi Madonna Margherita mettete cu- 
va di tenerlo a meméria. Quefta 
Camma fa una belliffima gidvane, or- 
nata di tanta modéftia, © gentil co- 
fiumt, che non meno per quefio, che 
per la bellezza era maravigliofa: 
fopra Laltre cofe con tutto zl core 
amava fuo marito, tl quale {2 chia- 
mava Sinatto. 


Intervenne che uw altro gentil huo- 


m0, it quate era di molto maggior 
fiato che Sinatto,  gquafi tirauno di 
guella Citta, dove habitavano, s inna- 
moro dt quefia gedvane. Et dopo I- 
haver lungamente tentato per ogni 
via kS modo d’acquiftarla, e tutto in 
vano. Perfuadendofi che lo amor, 
che effa portava al marito, foffe la 
fola cagioue, che obftaffe a fuot defi- 
dérii, fece amazzar quefio Sinatto. 
Cost pot follicitando continuamente, 
non ne pote mat trar altro frutto, 
che quello, che prima havea fatto. 
Oude creftendo ogni di pid quefto a- 
more, deliberd torla per moglie, ben- 
che effa dt fiato gli foffe molto infe- 
yiore. Cost richiefti gli parenti di 
let da Sinorige (che cosi fi chiamava 
Jo 
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tom of their Hearts, do not hate their 
Hufbands. 

Quite the contrary, anfwer’d Julian ; 
and if you will but remember what you 
have read, you will find in all Hiftories, 
that the Wives generally love their Huf- 
bands much more than the Hufbands. 
do their Wives. When did you ever fee 
or hear of a Man that lov’d his Wife, 
as Chamma lov’d her Hufband? 


I do not know who fhe was, faid 
Gafpar, nor what Proofs of Love fhe 
fhewed. Nor I, added Frigius. 

Hear then, reply’d Julian; and be 


_ you, Margareta, careful to remember 


it. Chamma wasa beautiful young Wo- 
man; and her Modefty and good Breed- 


ing were not lefs remarkable than her 


Beauty: Aboveall, fhe paffionately lov’d 
her Flufband, whofe Name was Synatto. 


Now it happen’d, that another Gentle- 
man, in Fortune fuperior to Synatto, 
and almoft arbitrary in the City where 
they liv’d, became inamour’d of this 


young Woman. He try’d all Waysand 


Means to gain her Affection, but all in 
vain. At length fancying her Fond- 
nefs for her Hufband to be the only Ob- 
{tacle to his Defires, he caus’:t Synatto 
to be affaffinated. After which he re- 
peated his Solicitations, but with no 
better Succefs than before.’ His Paffion 
increafing more and more, he refolv’d 
to make her his Wife, notwithftanding 
her being unequal to him in Rank. In 
fhort, Synorige, for fo he was call’d, 
demanded her of her Friénds in Mar- 
who perfuaded her to embrace 
the 


riage, 
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the Offer; reprefenting to her the Ad- 
if fhe confented; and 


vantages arifing, 
Dangers, which threatned both her 


fad 
4 


the 
and them, if fhe refus’d. At length, 
after fome Difficulties, fhe declar’d her- 
felf ‘c it to have him. And ‘they 
fent the News ‘of “it to Synoriges who 
with great Indications of Joy, prefs’d 
to have the Marriage celebrated out of 
hand, Confequently both the Bride- 

room and Bride, with great Solemnity, 
repair’d tothe Temple of Diana; where 
a certain fweet 


Oo 
a } 


Chamma calling for 
Draught of her own preparing, - before 
the Image of Diana, and in the Prefence 
of Synorige, drank one Half of it: The 
other Half (for fo the Cuftom was) 
the prefented to her Spoufe, who drank 
it all off. .-Chamma then feeing her De- 
fign accomplifh’d, kneel’d down before 
the Shrine, and thus put up her Ad- 
drefs: ‘© O Goddefs, who knowelt the 
<¢ Secrets of my Heart, do thou teftify 
<¢ for me with what Difficulty I have 
<¢ abftain’d from laying Hands upon my 
<¢ felf, after the Lofs of my dear Spoufe, 
«<< and with what Reluétancy I have 
¢« Ttay-d behind him in this bitter Life ; 
<< where I have tafted no other Hap- 
‘¢ pinefs nor Pleafure, except the Hope 
“© of that Revenge which I have now 
«© obtain’d. ‘Therefore full of Joy and 
«© Tranfport, I go to enjoy the {weet 
«¢ Society of that dear Soul, whom, both 
“¢ in Life and Death, I lov’d far better 
«© than my own. And thou wickedeft 
«© of Mortals, who thoughteft to be my 
«© Hufband, inftead of the nuptial Bed, 
«© order thy Grave to be made ready; 
« for I offer thee a Viétim to the Manes 
<¢ of Synatto. 


Synorige 


lo innamorato) cominciarono a per 
fuadérla a contentarfi di quefto, mo- 

ftrandole il confentir effere utile af- 

fai;el negarlo pericolofo per let, S 

per tutti loro. Effa, por che loro heb- 
be alquanto contradetto, rifpofe im ul- 
timo effer contenta. I parents fécero 

inténdere la nova a Sinorige; tl quat 
allegro fopra modo, procurod che fi- 
bito fe celebraffero le nozze. Venu- 
to adunque Vuno, & Paltro a quefto 
effetto folenneménte nel Témpio di 
Diana; Camma fece portar una certa 
bevanda dolce, la quale effa havea 
compofta, © cost davanti al fimula- 
cro di Diana, in preféntia di Sino- 
rige, ne bevé lameta: pot di fua ma- 
no (perche quefto nelle nozxe sufa- 
va di fare) diede il rimanente allo 
fpofo; il qual tutto lo beve. Cam- 
ma come vidde il difegno [uo riufvito, 
tutta lieta a pid della imagine dt 
Diana singinocchid, & diffe: “O 
“ Dea ta che conofci lo intrinfeco det 
“ cor mio, stami bon teftimént0, Co- 
“<< me difficilmente dopo che’) mio caro 
“ conforte mori, contenuta mi fia at 
“ yon mi dar la morte, con quan- 
“ta fatica habbia fofferto tl dolore 
“ di far in quefta amara vita; nel- 
“Ja quale non ho fentito alcuno al- 
“ tro bene, 0 piacere, fuor che la 
“ fperanza di quella vendetta, che 
“ Bor mi trovo haver confeguita. Pe- 
«“ rd allegra, 6 contenta, vado a tro- 
« var la dolce compagnia di quell’- 
« gnima, che in vita, © in morte, 
“< pinche me flefja ho fempre amata. 
“« Et ta feelerato, che penfaftt effer 
“ mio marito; in ifcambio del letto 
“© yuptiale, da érdine che apparec- 
“ chiato ti fia il fepolcro, ch'10 dt te 
«“ £0 facrificio all’ombra dt Sinatto. 


Sbigot- 






































Sdigottito Sinorige di quefte paro- 
Le, & gia fentendo la virtu del ve- 
neno, che bo perturbava, cerco 
molti rvimédit, ma non valfero. 
Et hebbe Camma di tanto. la for- 
tuna favorévole, 0 altro che fi foffe, 
che innanzi, che eff2 moriffe, fep- 
pe che Sinorige era morto: La gual 
cofa intendendo, contentiffima ft pofe 
al letto con gli occhi at cielo chia- 
mando fempre tL nome di Sinatto. 
Et dicendo, “ O dslciffime Conforte! 
<¢ Lor clio bo dato per gli ultimi do- 
“ 47 alla tua morte, & lacrime, 
“< vendetta; ne veggio che pi attra 
“ cofa qui a far per temirefti: fug- 
“< go tlmondo, § quefta fenza te cru. 
“ del vita, la quale per té fola gia 
“<< mi fu cara. Viémmi adunque in 
“© contra Signor mio, 9 accogli cosi 
“ volentier: quefta anima, come effa 
“ volentiert a te ne viene.” Et di 
guefio modo parlando, & con le brac- 
cia aperte, quaft che in quel punto 


abbracciar lo voleffe, fe ue mori. Hor. 


dite Frigio, che vi par di quefta $ 

Rifpofe zl Frigzo, parmi, che vor- 
refie far prangere quefie donne. Ma 
poniamo che quefto ancir foffe vero, 
zo vi dico, che tai donne non fi tré- 
vano pid al mondo. 


Diffe il Magnifico. Sitrévan si, 
& che fia vero, udite. A di miei fa 
in Pifaun gente’ huomo, tL cus nome 
era Meffér Tomafo, non mt ricordo dt 
gual famiglia, ancor che da mio pa- 
dre, che fa {uo grande amico, fentif- 
fi pia volte ricordarla. Quefto Mef- 
fer Tomafo adungue, paffando un di 
fopra un piccolo legnetto daPifa in 
Sicilia, per fue bifogne, fa foprapre- 
fo d’alcune fufte de Mori, che gh fu- 
rono adoffo cosi alVimprovitfo, che 
quelli, 
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Synorige ftartled at thefe Words, and 
finding the Poifon already to work with- 
in him, he try’d feveral Remedies, but 
they prov’d ineffectual. Chamma be- 
fore fhe dy’d, had the good Fortune, 
or whatever you pleafe to call it, to fee 
Synorige out of the way: Which gave 
her fo much Pleafure, that fhe quietly 
Jaid her down upon her Bed, and with 
her Eyes to Heaven, continu’d to the 
laft calling upon Synatto. ‘* O my dear 
<< Partner! faid fhe, I have paid the laft 
‘¢ Offices, which were wanting to thy 
‘¢ Death, both Tears and Revenge ; 
‘* and nothing now remains that I can 
‘* do for thee: I fly the World, and 
*¢ this Life, which without thee is mi- 
*¢ ferable, and which I never valu’d but 
‘* for thy Sake alone. Come then, and 
‘¢ meet me, my dear Synatto, and with 
“¢ the fame Readinefs receive this Soul, 
‘¢ with which it flies to thee.” With 
thefe Words in her Mouth, and with 
her Arms open, as if that Moment fhe 
wifh’d to embrace him, fhe expir’d. 
What think you now of this, Frigius? 

I fuppofe, anfwer’d Frigius, you had 
a Mind to make thefe Ladies cry. But 
fuppofe all this to be true, I will ven- 
ture to fay, that now there are nofuch 
Women in the World. 

Yes there are, reply’d Julian, and to con- 
vince you of it, give me Leave to fpeak. 
There was.in my Time a Gentleman in 
Pifa, whofe Name was Thomas. What 
Family he was of I cannot call to Mind; 
tho’ I have often heard my Father, who 
was his great Friend, make mention of 
it. As one Day this Thomas was going 
in a fmall Veffel from Pifa to Sicily, 
where his Affairs requir’d him, he was 

Oo furpriz’d 
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furpriz’d by fome Barbary Rovers, who 
were upon him before his Ship’s Crew 
had any Notice of them: And tho’ they 
made a good Defence, yet being fewer 
in Number, they fell into the Hands of 
the Enemy; of whom feveral, as it 
happen’d, were mortally wounded, and 
others receiv’d no Hurt at all; among 
whom Thomas was one, who behav’d 
very courageoufly, and with his own 
Hand kill’?d a Brother of one of the Bar- 
bary Captains. The Captain, as you 
may think, was fo inrag’d thereat, that 
ke claim’d him as his Prifoner; and 
carry’d him to Barbary, beating and 
punifhing him every Day ; and refolv- 
ing, as long as he liv’d, to confine him 
in Mifery and Slavery. ‘he reft, by 
one Means or other, ina little Time 
obtain’d their Liberty, and return’d 
home; where they inform’d: his Wife 
Argentina, and his Sons, of the painful 
Life which Thomas fuffer’d, and would 
continually fuffer, if God did not mira- 
culoufly help him. After they came to 
underftand' his Cafe, they us’d feveral 
Means to procure his Liberty; and at 
Jaft when the Thought of Death was 
grown eafy to him, it happen’d that 
Love and Courage fo infpir’d the Breaft 
of one of his Sons, by Name Paul, that 
fearlefs of all Danger, he refolv’d either 
to die, or to free his. Father; and ma- 
nag’d his Defign fo fuccefsfully, that his 
Father was in Ligorn, before they knew 


of his Efcape in Barbary. 





guelli, che governavano i legnetto, 
non fe n'accorfero: & benche gh hus- 
mini, che dentro vérano, ft defen- 
difimo affar, par per effer pocht, © 
gliinimecimoltt, tb legnetto con quan- 
ti veran fopra, rimafe nel poter de 
i Mori, chi ferito, © cht fano fe- 
condo la forte; con chi Meffer To- 
mafo, il qual sera pyrtato valorofa- 
ménte, © havea morto di fua mano 
un fratetlo d'un dei Capitant at 
quelle fufte: Della qual cofa tl Ca- 
pitano fdegnato (come poffete penf{a- 
ve) della pérdita del fratello, volfe 
coftui per fuo prigiontero; & bat- 
téndolo, © firatiandolo ognt giorno, 
lo conduffe in Barbarta; dove im gran 
miféria baveva deliberato tenerlo in 
vita fia captivo, 5 com gran pena. 
Gli altri tutti chi per una, © cht 
per uwaltra via firono im capo d'un 
tempo liberi, © ritornarono a cafa; 
& riportarono alla moglie, che Ma- 
donna Argentina havea nome, az 
figliuoli, la dura vita el grand’af- 
fanno, in che M.Tomafo viveva, 
era continuamente pir per vivere 
fenza fperanza, fe Dio miracolofa- 
ménte non Vaiutava. Della qual 
cofa poi che effa loro furono chia- 
riti, tentati alcuw’ altri modi di libe- 
rarlo; © dove effo medéfimo gia s’e- 
ra acguetato di morire, intervenne 
che una folerte peta fveglio tanto 
Vingegno,  Vardir dun [uo figlino- 
lo, che fi chiamava Paulo, che non 
hebbe rifguardo a niuna forte di pe- 
vicolo, &§ delibero, 0 morir, 0 liberar 
il padre; la qual cofa gli venne fat- 
ta; di modo che lo conduffe cost canta- 
mente, che prima fi im Ligorno, che 
fi rifapeffe in Barbarta, che fuffe dz 
la partito. 
Quindi 
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Quindi M. Tomafo freuro, Scrife There Thomas being out of Dangers 
alla moglie, & le fece inténdere la wrote to his Wife, and acquainted her 
Liberation fia, §5 dove eva, §5 come with 


his Fifcape, the Place where he 
el di feguente /perava di vedérlg. was, and his Defign of being with her 


the Day following. 
La buona kentil donna fopra- The good Woman was fo furpriz’d 

Liunta da tanta *3 non penfata alle- with fach a fadden Joy, that the fhould 
£1CZBZA, di dover cos? Prefio, & per foon, through the brave and pious Con- 
pleta, S per virth del Jigliuolo ve- dué of her Son, fee her dear Hufband, 
dére il marito; if quale amava tan» whom the fo much lov’d, and whom the 
to, © gid credea fermamente non do- believ’d never to fee again; that the 
Ver mat put vedérlo; letta la létte- Moment fhe had read the Letter, fhe lift 
ra, alzo gli occhi al czelo, & chia- up her Eyes, and calling upon her Huf- 
Mato zl nome del marito, cadde #or- band, fell down dead : Neither could all 
ta in terra: né mat con rimedit, che the Remedies, which they apply’d to 
Le facelfero, ba fuggita anima pia 7 her,. bring her back to Life. Oh fhock- 
Lorne mel Corpo. Crudel Spettacolo! ing Sight ! fufficiently teaching Men to 
© baftante @ temperar le volonta bit fer Bounds to their Defires, and to guard 
mane, & ritrarle dal defiderar trop- againft the Extremes of Joy. 

PLO efficaceménte le. foverchie alle- 

LV CZBZE, al 

Diffe allhora ridendo il Frigio, _ How do you know, faid Frigius fmi- 

Che fapete voi ch’ella non morife di ling, but the dy’d for Sorrow, hearing 
difpiacére , intendendo che’ martto that her Hufband was returning home? 
toruava a cafa? 1 t A Out 

Rifpofe il Magnifico, Perche il re- Becaufe, reply d Julian, in the reft of 
fio della vita fia non fi accordava her Life the fhew’d nothing like it. I 
con guefio. Anzi penfo, che quelf/¢- rather think, that the Soul, not able to 
nima non potendo tolerare Lo zudigio endure the Delay of feeing him with the 
di vedérlo. con gli occhi del corpo, Eyes of her Body, forfook it; and drawn 
quello abbandonaffe; Stratta dal de- by eager Defire, fled thither, where, by 
Sidério, volaffe fibito, dove leggen- reading the Letter, her Thoughts had 
s quella léttera, era volato il pen- already flown. 

Zero. 

Diffe il 8. Gafparo, Pud effer che It may be, faid Gafpar, fhe was too 
quefia donna foffe troppo amorévole ; fond; for the Women do. every thing 
perche le donne in ogut cofa Sempre fe in Extremes, which is a Fault. And 
attaccano allo eflremo, che é male, you fee by her over great Fondnefs, the 
rs vedete, che per effere troppo a- hurt herfelf, her Hufband, and Chil- 
morevole, fece male a sé fleja, & al dren; turning into Bitternefs the Plea- 
marito, © & figholi; ai quali con- fare of that hazardous and much wifh’d 
verfe in amaritidine il ptacére di Freedom. Therefore you muft not 
quella pericolofa, & defiderata libe. reckon her in the Number of thofe 

ratione. Oo 2 Women 
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Women, who are of fuch great Ufeto rvatzone. Pero non dovete gid alle- 


the World. gar quefta per una di quelle donne, 
che foro flate cadufa di tanti bent, 
J only make ufe of her, Julian re- kifpofe il Magnifico, To la allege 


ply’d, to fhew, that there are Wives per una di quelle, che fanno teftimd- 
“ho love their Hufbands ; for of thofe wio, che fi trévino mogl, che amino 
who have been of great Service to the z marttt; Che dt quelle, che stano 
World, I could mention an infinite Num- fiate caufa di molts beni al mondo, 
Some of which flourith’d fo long potres dirvi un numero njinito: © 
ago, that the Memory of ?em is almoft narrarvt delle tanto antiche y che 
become fabulous, and have by their In- guafe paion fabule, di quelle, che 
ventions been fo ufeful to Mankind, as appre{jo a gVhuoming fino flate in- 
to deferve a Place among the Goddefles: VENET ICL di tat cofe, che hanno mers 
As Pallas, Ceres, and the Sybils, by Lato defer efieinal? Le P al- 
the Mouth of whom God has many TALES CTT ED) delle Sibilte, Lie bcc- 
times fpoken, and reveal’d the Secrets * delle hid i a (oh tg 
of Futurity: And others, as Afpafia and dete d / shee A. ; ie i at ie 
Diotima, who had Men of the oreateft aay NY oe rhe Fk 4: 
Mew ie ra § hanno infegnato a grandifimi hud- 
Charaéter for their Scholars; and the Ae. Pee fia, 8 Diotima; la 
latter in particular by Sacrifices repriev’d are rs i ‘onan | Sia 3 
Athens, for the Space of ten Years, fe Be ae Meese fe J: pron a 
: ten as. dieci anni il tempo d’una pefte che 

from a Peftilence, which threaten’d it. havea da ventre in Athene. Potrei 
[ could mention Nicoftrata, the Mother gi05 gi Nicoftrata, madre d’ Buan- 
of Evander, who firft taught the Latins 7, 7, quale moftra Dee eS 3 
the Ufe of Letters: As alfo the Miftrefs Pirie - & dunaltra donna ancor, 
of Pindar, the Lyrick Poet: And Co- -p, fi macfira di Pindaro Litrico : 
rinna and Sapho, who both excell’d in Po- &} di Corinna ©. di Safo che firono 
etry. But without fecking for Inftances fo. e¢celfentiffime in Poesia. Ma io non 
remote from our Times, ’tis my Opinion, voglio cercar le cofe tanto lontane, 
that Rome owes its Greatnefs.as much dtcovi ben, lafciando il refto, che del: 


bér= 


to the Women, as to the Men. la grandexza di Koma firono forfe 
non minor cadufa le donne, che gle 
huéming. 


. It will not be amifs, faid Gafpar, to Quefto, diffe il ict Ga/paro, Sureh- 
hear your Reafons. for this Affertion. Je $ello da inténdere. Rifpofe il 
1 > , “he ant{: . > bye A Pes / a , \ 
Give Attention EMER an{wer’d Julian, Magnifico , Hor uditelo. “Dopo la 
After the Siege of Troy, the Trojans, e/pugnatiin di Troia, molti Troiani, 
who furviv’d the Ruin of it, were dif che @ tanta ruina avanzarono, fug- 
pers’d into feveral Parts of the World. gir0nd, chiad una via, chi ad un- 
Some of thefe, after many Storms, were a/tra. De t quali una parte, che da 
driven on the Coat of Italy, where the molte procelle furono battutt, vénne- 
Tyber empties it felf into the Sea, On ro im Italia, nella contrata, ove ib 


Ty ot . 
their Lévere 











Tévere entra in mare. Cosi diftefi 
in terra, per cercar de bifogni loro, 
comminciarono a fcdrrere il paefe. 
Le donne che érano reflate nelle na- 
vi, penfarono tra sé un ttile confi: 
gli, tb qual poneffe fine al pericolofo, 
eS lungo error marttimo ; &> zz Loco 
della perduta patria, una nova loro 
ne recuperafe. Lt confultate in- 
fieme, effendo abfentz gl’ hucmini, ab- 
brufciavono lenavi; © la prima, che 
tal’ opera comincio, ft chiamava Ko- 
ma. ‘Pir temendo la ivacéudia de 
gli hudmini, t quali ritornavano, an- 
darono contraefi; © alcune 2 mari- 
ti, alcune 2 fuoi comgiunti dt fangue 
abbracianda, © bafciando con fégno 
li benivolénutia, mitigarono guel pri- 
mo impeto; por manifeflarono, loro 
guietamente la caufa del lor pruden- 
te penfiero. OndeiTroiaut, sz per 
la neceffita, si per effer beniguamén- 
te accettati da 2 Paefant, furono 
contentiffimi di c10, che le donne ha- 
vean fatto: © qguivi habitarono, co 
z Latint, nel.loco, dove pot fi Roma. 
Lit da quefto proceffe tL coflume antico 
appreffo z Romaui, che le doune in- 
coutrando, bafciavano 1 parent. 


Flor vedete quanto quefie donne 
giovaffero a dar principio a Roma. 
Neé meno giovarono allo augumento di 
guella le Donne Sabtue, che fi facéf 
fero le Trotane al principio. Che 
havéndofi Romulo concitato generale 
snimicitia di tutti 2 fuor vicint, per 
la rapina che fece de le lor donne, fa 
travagliato di guerre da ogni banda: 
delle quali per effer huomo valorofa, 
tofio sefpedi con vittdria; eccetto di 
quella de’ Sabtni, che fi grandiffima; 


perche, 
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their landing they began to feek for Pro 
vifions round the neighbouring Coafts. 
The Women, who remain’d on board, 
began to ferm an advantageous Pro- 
jet, which might put a Period to a 
long and dangerous Navigation; and 
inftead of their loft Country, to find a 
new one. The Refult of their Conful- 
tations, during. their Hufband’s Ab- 
fence, was, that they fet Fire to their 
Ships; and fhe, who had the frft Hand 
in it,. was call’d Rome.. However, fuf- 
pecting that the Men. when they came 
back, would be very much enrag’d, they 
went to meet them ; and with great De- 
monftrations of Affection fome running 
to kifs their Hufbands, and fome their 
Kindred and Relations, they affwaged 
and calm’d their firft Paffion; after 
which they difclos’d to them the Mo- 
tives of this prudent Enterprife.. Upon 
which the Trojans, partly through Ne- 


ceffity, and partly being kindly receiv’d 


by the Inhabitants, remain’d well fatif- 
fy’d with this Action of the. Womens; 
and, together with the Latins, fettled 
in that Place, where afterward Rome 
ftood. And hence arofe the ancient 
Cuftom among the Romans, of the Wo- 
men faluting their Hufbands. and. Rela- 
tions. when they met them: 

You fee of what Ufe the Women 
were in the founding of Rome: Nei- 
ther did the Sabine Women contribute 
lefs to the Increafe of it, than’the Tro- 
jans did to its Rife.. For Romulus.be- 
ing. generally hated by all his. Neigh- 
bours for the Rape of their Wives and 
Daughters, was plagu’d with Wars on 
all Sides:: Im. which. being: a: Man of 
Valour, he always came off with Victo- 
ry, except in. that againft the Sabines ; 

where 

































































where the moft prudent and valiant Ti- 
tus Tatius, their King, was at the Head. 
But after a fevere Combat, with great 
Lofs on both Sides; as they were pre- 
paring for a new and bloody Engage- 
ment, the Sabine Women, .cloathed in 
black, with their Hair difhevelled and 
torn, «with weeping Eyes, and other 
Marks .of Sorrow, not daunted at the 
Sight -of Darts and glittering Arms, 
thruft themfelves ‘between ‘their Huf- 
bands and their Fathers, imploring them 
not to imbrue their Hands in the Blood 
of Sons and Fathers: But that if they 
repin’d at this Alliance, they might turn 
their Fury againft them; for that it 
would be much better for them to die, 
than to live Widows, and without ei- 
ther Father or Brothers; and to have 
that melancholy Reflection, that their 
Children had been begotten by thofe 
who flew their Fathers; or they them- 
{elves had been generated by thofe who 


had kill’d their Hufbands. Many of figliolinis d 


thofe who made thefe mournful Remon- 
ftrances, had their little Babes in their 
Arms ; fome of whom began to fpeak, 
and feem’d to talk and play with their 
Grandfathers; to whom the Women, 
fhewing their ‘Grandchildren, all weep- 
ing, ‘Behold, faid they, your own Blood, 
“¢ which with fo much Rage and Fury you 
“* are going to {pill with your own Hands. 

So prevalent was the Love and Pru- 
dence of the Women, that not only a 
Jafting Friendfhip and Alliance was con- 
cluded between the two _hottile Kings, 
but, which is more furprizing, the Sa- 
bines remov’d to Rome; and of the two 
People, became one: by whofe Union 
the Strength of Rome was confidera- 
bly encreas’d: And this happy Event 


was 


The @€OG-U R-TAER: 


Perché T. Tatio Ré de Sabini eva 
valentifiima, & favio. Onde effendo 
fiato fatto un’ acerbo fatto d’arme tra 
RomantS Sabini, con graviffimo dan- 
no delluna dell altra parte; € appa- 
recchiandoft nova, &§ crudel battaglia, 
le donne Sabine vefttte dinero, co’ ca- 
pellt fparfi F lacerati, prangendo , 
mefle, fenza timore dell arme, che 
Sia érano per ferir moffe, véuneronel 
MeZZz0 trad padri, et mariti, pre- 
Sandogli, che non voléfero macchiar- 
ft le mani del fangue dé Séceri, 
de’ Géneri: Et fé par érano mal 
contents di tal parentato, voltaffero 
le arme contra effe; che molto meglio 
era loro il mortre, che vtvere vé- 
dove, 0 fenza padri, © fratelli; & 
ricordarfi, che i fuot figliuoli folfero 
nate di chi loro havefe morti i Jor 
padri; 0 che effe foffero nate di chi 
bor haveffe morti i lor martti. Con 
quefir gémiti piangendo molte di loro, 
nelle braccia portdvano i fuoi piccoli 

til € 2 guali gia alcuni co- 
minciavano a fnodar la lingua, & 
paréa che chiamar voléfero, & far 
fefia a gli Avoli loro; ai qualt le 
donne moftrando i nepiti, prangen- 
do, “ Evcco, dicéano, il Jangue voftro, 
“ tl quale voi con tanto tmpeto 'S fu- 
“ ror cercate di fpargere con le vofire 
“* man, 


Lanta forza hebbe in quefto cafo la 
peta, © la prudéntia delle donne, 
che non folamente tra gli doi Re ne- 
mict fi fatta indiffolibile amicitia, 
© confederatione, ma (che pit ma- 
ravigliofa cofa fi) véunero i Sabini 
ad habitare in Roma; e dei dui pé- 
poli fia fatto un folo: © cos? molto 
accrebbe quefla concérdia le forze di 
Roma: 
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Roma: merce delle faggie © magna- was entirely owing to thofe wife and 
nime donne, le gualt in tanto da Ré.- magnanimous Women, who were fo i 
mulo furono remunerate, che divi- well rewarded by Romulus, that divi- i 
dendo i Popolo in trenta curie, a ding the People into thirty Bands, he 
quelle pofe it nomi delle donne Sz- gave them the Name of the Sabine 


bine. a Women. 
Quivi effindoft un poco il Magnifi- Here Julian making’ a little Paufe; 


co Giuliano fermato; vedendo, che and obferving that Gafpar made him noe 
l Signor Gafparo non parlava; Nou Reply; Are net you fenfible faid he, 
vw par, diffe, che quefte donne fiffe- 
v0 caufa di bene a Slt loro hudémini, 
 giovafero alla grandezza di Ro- 
ma ? 

Rifpofe zt S. Gafparo, In véro Indeed, anfwer’d Gafpar; thefe were | 
guefte firono degne dit molta laude» Women worthy of Praife: But if you | 
Ma fe voz volefie dir gtt errori delle had been as forward to mention their : 
doune, come le buone opere, non ba- Bad, as you are: their good Actions; | 
verefle tacinto, che in guefta &4#erra you would not have conceal’d, how in 
di T.Tatio una donna tradi Koma, the fame Wars with Titus Tatius, a i 
© infegnd la flrada d i nemici doc. Woman betray’d Rome, and help’d the Hh) 
Cupar il Capitdlio; onde poco mancd Enemy to feize the Capitol ; which had i 


ie 2 Romani Lutts non fiffero dj- like to a have prov’d very fatal to the 
rutt2. 


Y tach Romans, ‘ 
Vv. Rifpofe vd Magni fico Giuliano , You mention one bad Woman, faid ir 
c Of ae UGH LOT ee Sola don- Julian, and I an infinite Number of il 
iS atihhy eps VOL a infinite hie * good ones: befides all which, without i 
ay sapien Abe Si a ie Cs, deviating from my Subjeét, I could pro- i 
é L 2 r tf 
: Prop efi Q, mille altri efempi duce a thoufand other Inftances;: where: | 
delle utilita fatte a Roma dalle don- . | 
a ee igi -, in the Women have been beneficial to ) 
ue: © dirut, perche kia fulfe edift- 
¥ Tiber gs aS BRE “2 Rome: I only need to tell you why | 
calo um Lémpio dV énere armata, &6 f Meena Ged to V Hi 
un altro a Venere calua;s & come op. ee ya ae e ie ere ss fe) ih | 
dinata la fefta delle Ancille & Gin. ™S Armata, an SU Rea he ny 
none; perché le Ancille gia liberayg. V4 3 or, why. the Feftival’ Days, call'd A 
u0 Roma dalle insidie de nemici. Ancillares, were. fet Apart. to” Juno 5 | ¥ 
viz. Becaufe the Maid-fervants freed i 
Rome from+the fecret: Ambuflies of her i 
Enemies. i 
Mae laftiando tutte guefle cofe, But not to dwell too Jong upon thefe | 
guel magnanimo fatto dhaveér fco- Particulars; was not the glorious Dif- ) 
Lert la cougiuration di Catilina, di covery of Cataline’s Confpiraey, which 
che tanto fi Lauda Cicerone, non heb- Cicero is fo proud ‘of, owing to 2 Wo- i 
be cgi Principalmente origine da tna man of the loweft Rank? And. who, | 
wil femina? La qual per quefto Si po- for that Reafon, may be faid to be the: 
trla: Qccafion 


that. thefe Women were very fervice- | 
able to their Hufbands, and contributed Mi 
to’ agerandize Rome? 
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Occafion of all the Good that Cicero 
boafts he did the Common-wealth of 
Rome. And if Time would permit me, 
perhaps I could convince you, that Wo- 
men have very often corrected Men of 
feveral Vices ; but I fear it would make 
my Difcourfe too long and tedious. 
Befides, having, to the beft of my Abi- 
lity perform’d the Task impos’d upon 
me by thefe Ladies, I am willing to 
let others fpeak, who better deferve the 
Attention of the Company. 


I beg you not to defraud the Wo- 
men of the true Praifes due to them, 
faid Emilia: For tho’ Gafpar, and per- 
haps Octavian are tir’?d with this Sub- 
ject; yet we, andall the other Gentle- 
men, hear you with Pleafure. 


Julian perfifted ftill to be excus’d ; 
but all the Ladies began to befeech him 
to refume the Argument. Whereupon, 
f{miling, he faid; Not to make Gafpar 
more my Enemy than he is, I will, with 
all poffible Brevity, enumerate fome few 
Inftances, as my Memory fuggefts them, 
omitting a great Number of others, 
which I could mention: Then he thus 


proceeded. 
When Philip, the Son of Demetrius, 


laid Siege to Chio, he caus’d Proclamation 
to be made, that whatever Slaves would 
leave the City, and come to him, fhould 
have their Liberty and their Mafters Wives. 


The Rage of the Women, at this ig- 
nominious Order, was fuch, that they 
came to the Walls with Weapons in 
their Hands, and fought with fo much 
Animofity, that they foon forc’d Philip, 
with Shame and Lofs, to raife the Siege; 
which the Men never could ‘have done. 


The 


tria dir che foffe flata caufadituttol 
bene, che fi vanta Cicerone baver fat- 
to alla Republica Romana. Et fel 
tempo mi baftaffe, vi mofirarés forfes 
ancor le Doune f{peffo baver corretto 
di molti errori de gli huémini; ma 
remo che quefto mio ragionamento bor- 
mai fia troppo lungo % fafitatofo. 
Perchée havendo, fecondo tl poter m1o 
fatisfatto al cavico datomt da quefie 
Signore, penfo di dar loco a cht dica 
cofe pin degne deffer udite che non 
polo div’ io. 

Allbora la SignovaE-milia, Non de- 
fraudate, diffe, le Donne di quelle 
vere laudt, che loro fono débite: & 
ricordatevi, che fe il 8.Gafpare, 
ancor forfe zt §.Ottaviano, vi ddono 
con fafttdio ; uot,  tuttr quefiz altri 
Signor, vi udiamo con piacere. 

Il Magnifico pir volea por fine; 
ma tutte le donne cominciarouo a pre- 
garlo che diceffe. Onde egh ridendo; 
per non mi provocar, diffe, per nemti- 
co il Signor Gafparo piu di quello che 
egli fi fia, dird brevemente d’alcune, 
che mi occérrono alla memoria, lLa- 
feiandone molte, cho potre: dire: 


poi foggiunfe. 


Efendo Filippo di Demétrio in- 
torno alla Citta di Chi, 5 havén- 
dola affediata, mando un bando, che a 
tutti t fervi, che della Citta fuggiva- 
no, & a fe veniffero, prometteva la 
liberta, © le mogli de z lor patront. 

Fn tanto lo fdegno delle donne, per 
cosi ignominiofo bando, che cou Parme 
vénnero alle mura; © tanto feroce- 
mente combattérono, che in poco tem- 
po fraccaarono Filippo con vergogna 
& danno; ihe non havéano potuto 
far gli hudmeni. 


Quefte 




















lor mariti, padri, © fratelli, 


fo di guefto. 


eve Grano co’ fisoz confederati, moffe- lies, made War againtt the Chi 
HO not 

tolfero patto col them 
siuppon folo, 3 la cami fia ufeir City o 
Intendendo le doune co- 
$i uituperofo accordo, fiddlfero, rim- 
proverdndogli, che lafeiando L'arme 
ufciffero come ignudi tra nemici. Et 
rifpondendo effi gia havér flabilito il 


v0 guerra a quefli Chiis li quali 
potendo conutraftare, 


della Citta. 


patto; Odiffero, che portaffero lo fcu- 
do, S lalancia, & laftiadffero i panni, 
& rifpondéffero a i nemici, guefto éf- 
sere it lor habito. Et cost facendo 
elt, per configlio delle lor ‘Donne, ri- 
coperfero iw gran parte la Ver gognas 
che in tutto fuggir non potéano. 


Elavendo ancor Ciro in un fatto 
darme rotto un cfercito di Perfrani, 
effi in fuga correndo ver fo la Citta, 
zncoutrarono le lor Donne fuor della 
porta, le quali fattofi loro incontra, 
aiféro, Dove fuggite voi vili hud. 
mint? Volete voi forfe nafténdervi 
th uot, onde fete ufciti? Quefte, 6 
alive tai parole udendo gli hudmini, 
© conofiendo, guanto d’animo érano 
tnferiort alle lor Doune, ft vergo- 
Suarono di sé fleffis 3 ritornando 
verfo glt nemici, di nuovo con eli 
combattcrouo, & gli ruppero. 


fHavendo infin 
jico Giuliano, 
ta Signora Ducheffa diffe, Hor 


va mt darete licéntia dt tacére. 


Rifpofe 


qui detto il Magnt- 


+ ee orebeleiel* 
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Quefie medéfime donne effendo coi 
che their Hufbands, Fathers and Brothers, 
andavano in estlio, pervenute in Leu- into Leuconia, 
conta, fécero un’atto non men Slorio- els glo 
Che gli Erithrez, che rithreans, w! 


fermoffi, & rivolto al- towards the Duchefs, Madam, he {faid, 
Szgno- you will give me Leave to be filent. 
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The fame Women being 
Oo 


4% ps 


Pe 2 : 
{tas} BF AM. 
Danwh’d WIth 


perform’d an Aion not 


rious than the other, For the E- | 
- ij 
ans; who, 
being able to make Head againft 
» capitulated to march out of the i 
nly in their Shirt and Doublet. i 
When the Women heard of thefe thame Hh 
ful Conditions, they let loofe 
fentments, fhewing them how reproa 
ful it was to leave their Arms 
them, and to march like naked Me: 
through their Enemy. And when they Hy 
anfwer’'d, That this was according to i 
their Agreement ; they faid, Take your ii 
Shield and Lance, and leave your Cloaths, | 
and tell the Enemy, that thefe are the ih 
Cloaths you wear. And thus, by the | 
Advice of their Wives, they recovered ihe 
a great part of the Shame, which could | 
not be avoided. i 


no were there with their A 











Cyrus likewife having routed in an 
Engagement the Perfian Army, they fled 
with great Precipitation toward the City; 
at the Gates of which they found their 
Women, who, advancing to them, faid, 
Bafe Cowards, whither are you running? 
Do you think to hide your felves within 
our Bodies, from whence ye came? 
Thefe and fuch like Expreffions the Men 
hearing, and perceiving how much in 
Courage they were inferior to their Wo- | 
men, were afhamed of themfelves; and | 
turning back upon their Enemies, en- { 

} 
t 
| 








gaged them a-new, and gained a com- 
Le Vietery 
pleat Victory. 


Here Julian made a Stop, and turning i 











You provoke me fo, anfwer’d Julian 
vith a Smile, that I have a cood Min d 


>) bad Do 
e} =) ] AT aa e 
O make you pals the wnoie INIgnt in 
= ge ai ae 
hearing the Praifes of the Sex, and hear 


-al Spartans, who rejoyced at the 
Death of their Children; and of 
thofe ho rejeéted ther r killed them 

thofe, who rejected them, or Kiied them- 
e] pg taehit yk 
felves, when they found they did any 


thing vileand bafe. As alfo how the Sa- 


olorious 


euntine Women, feeing the Ruin of their 
Countrey , SN up Arms again{t the 
Carthaginians: And how the German Ar- 


Aid, 


= 


N 


my, being vanqu uifhed b “ Marius, their 
Women not being able to obtain their 
Requeit of living free “in Service of the 
Veftal Virgins, killed both themfelves 
and their Children: Befides which, an- 
ill 


i 


rR gp: ; 
cient ee will furnifh me with a thou- 


fand other Inftance 
Here Gafpar eee him; Alas 
fulian! he faid, God knows how all thefe 
Things happen’d; for in thofe remote 
Ages a world of Lies might be invented, 
which now-a-days cannot be difproved. 


& 


If, reply’d Julian, you compare the 
Women with the Men » you will find, 
that they never were in any Age, nor are 
now inferior to them. For not to men- 
tion thofe of Antiquity, if you come to 
the Time when the Goths reigned in Ita- 
ly, you will find, that there was a Queen 
amoneft them, Amalafunta, who go- 
verned a long time witha wonderful Pru- 
dence. After her flourifh’d Theodelinda 
Queen of the Longobards, eminent for 


het fingular V Virtues. Theodora Emprefs 


of Greece: And in Italy, among many 
7 _ * . 

others, the Countefs Mathilda was a La- 

du 

sar J 


Gafparo, Bifognerd. 
Ut pai acer pot che non fapete 
in che vi dire. 
"Diff: al Magnifico ridend , VOL me 
Stimulate di» mod». che vi mettete a 
pertcole di bifoguar tu iva notte udir 


a PE PN. FAS . 
Laudi di donne, £5 znténdere di molte 
Spartane, che hanno havuta cara la 


rs Lo Sehr nGgka TS: 
morte gboriofa de z fizliudls; © di 


quelle rie gli hanno ripiutati, O mor- 
tz effe meade, fime y quando gli hanue 
vediti ufar viltd. Poi t come le don- 
ne Saguutine nella ruina della Sa 
tria loro prendéfero Larme contr 

le genti d’ Anntballe: © come offen- 
do‘ lo effército dé phage fuperate 

da Mario, le lor cae non potendo 
ottener gratia di viver libere in Ro- 


Mm _— vitio delle Vérgint Veftals, 
tn ‘tte ammaxzaffer 0 infieme coz lor 


piccoBs figlinolini: &5 dt mille altre, 
delle qu vali tutte le Hiftérie antiche 
fou prene. 
Allbor it Signor Gafparo, Deh S. 
Magnifico! diffe, Dio fa come paf- 
farono quelle cofe ; perche que’ {éco- 
Li fon tanto da no lontant, che molte 
bugte ft poffon dire, non v’é chi le 
riprovt. 
‘Diffe sl Magnifico, fe im ogni 
tempo vorrete wii fu are il valor delle 
Donne con quel de gli huémini, tro- 

varete che elle non fon mat flate, née 
ancor fono adeffo di virth punto infe- 
viorvi a gli huémint. Che lafciando 
quet tanto anticht, fe venite al tem- 
po, che i Gotti regnarono in Italia, 
trovarete tra loro éffere flata una Re- 
gina Amalafunta, che governd lun- 
gamente con mara viglo/ fa prudén- 
tia. Poi Theodelinda Regina de’ Lon- 
gobardi di fingular virth. Theodora 
Greca Imperatrice. Et in Itadliafra 
molte altre fi fingularifima Signo- 
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2 Anzi, diffe il Conte, & voi tocca; 
perche fapete ben, che non conviene, 
che Vhuomo laudi le cofe fue pro. 
prie. 
Sogeiunfe tL Magnifico, Et quante 
donne famofe ne tempi paffati, tro 
vate vot di quefta nobilifiima cofa di 
Montefeltro? Quante della cafa Gon- 
zaga, da Efe, dePii? Se de tempi 
prefenti pot parlar vorremo, non ci 
bifogna cercar efempi troppo, di ton- 
tano, che gli havemo in cafa. Ma 
to non voglio aiutarmi di quelle, che 
an prefentia vedemo, accid che voi 
70u mofiriate confeutirmi per corte- 
sta quello, che in alcun modo negar 
on mi potéte. Et che per ufcir d’- 
Italia, ricordatevi, che a di noftri 
havemo veduto Auna Regina di Fran- 
cia grandiffima Signora non meno di 
wirth, che di ftato: che fe di giufie. 
tza  cleméntia, liberalita, & fan- 
tita di vita comparare la vorrete al- 
li Re Carlo, & Ludovico, dell’una 6 
del altro de quali fit moglie, non la 
trovarete punto inferiore deff. Ve- 
dete Madouna Margherita Sigliuola 
di Maffimiliano Imperatore, la quale 
con fomma prudéntia, & giuftttia in 
Sino & qui ha governato, & tut’ hora 
foverna lo flato fuo. Ma laftiando 
& parte tutte Valtre; ditemi S. Ga/- 
Paro, Quel Re, d qual Principe é 
Jtato a noftri di, © ancor molt’anni 
prima in Chriftianita, che mériti ef- 
fer comparato alla Regina Lfabella di 
Spagna? Rifpofe il §. Gafparo, If 
Ke kerrando fio marito, ~ 
Soggiunfe il Magnifico, & “esto non 
neghero 10, che pot che la Regina Lo 
giudico 


BOO 
va la Contefiz2 Matilda; delle ldu- 
di della quale laftierd parlare al 
Conte Ludovico, perché fia della cafa 
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dy of fingular Merit; whofe ‘Praifes I 


ae, 


leave Lewis to difplay, as being defcend- 


< 


ed from the fame Family. 


It. better becomes you to doit, reply 
ed Lewis; for no one can with Decency 
cry up his own Family. 

Then Julian continuing, How many 
Women of Note flourith’d heretofore in 
the noble Family of Montefeltro? How 
many in that of Gonzaga, Efte, and Pii? 
And if one mut {peak of Times prefent, 
we need not feek for Examples at a Di- 
{tance, fince we have them under this ve- 
ry Roof. But I thall not infift upon Evi- 
dences, which are fo near us, for fear 
you fhould feemingly, and through Com- 
plaifance, own a Point, which cannot 
poffibly be deny’d. Therefore, without 
being confined to Italy, let me mention 
to you, within our own Time, Anne 
Queen of France, not lefs eminent for 
her Virtues, than for her high Station: 
And if in Juftice and Clemency, Libera- 
lity and Holinefs of Life, youwould com- 
pare her to Charles and Lewis, to both 
of which fhe had been Wife, you will 
find her in nothing inferior to either of 

them. Confider Margareta the Daughter 
of the Emperor Maximilian, whofe Go- 
vernment has been hitherto, and ftill is 
famed for Prudence and Juftice. But to 
omit a world of other Inftances; tell me, 
Gafpar, what King or Prince, either in 
our own Times, or in the former Ages of 
Chriftianity, deferves to be compared 
with If{abel Queen of Spain? King Fer- 


dinand her Hufband, anfwer’d Gafpar. 


This I will not deny, added Julian : 
} ’ 7 z pee rarthxr 
For fince the Queen judg’d him worthy 
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to be her Hufband, and moft tenderly 
lovedand honour’d him, it cannot be de- 
ny’d, but he deferves to be compared 
with her. Yet I am of Opinion, that 
the Reputation, which he gain’d by her, 
was a Dowry equal to the Kingdom of 


I rather believe, reply’d Gafpar, that 
e ipon Ifabel were 


Praifes conferr’d u 
f Ferdinand. 


owine to the Actions o 


To this Julian anfwer’d ;. Unlefs the 
People of Spain, both the Nobility and 
Commons, Men and Women, poor and 
rich, have all combin’d together to lye 
in Praife of her; there never was tn the 
World a brighter Pattern of true Good- 
nefs, Greatnefs of Soul, Prudence, Re- 
ligion, Humanity, Courtefy, Liberality, 
and, in fhort, of all Virtues, than Queen 
Ifabe]. And though the Fame of this 
Lady in every Place, and among all Na- 
tions, is moft extraordinary, yet they 
who lived at that Time, and were Eye- 
witneffes of her Actions, do all affirm, 
that her Virtues and Merit gave Rife to 
this Fame. And whofoever confiders her 
Actions, will eafily be convinced of this 
Truth: For omitting many Proofs of it, 
which, were it neceffary, could be al- 
ledged, every one knows, that at her 
Acceffion to the Crown, the creatett 
Part of Caftile was poffefs’d by the Gran- 
dees; yet fhe recover’d it by fuch fair 
and gentle Methods, that thofe who were 
difpoffefs’d of them, continued loyal and 
affectionate to her, and very willingly 
efigned what they had in their Poffef. 


*Tis alfo well known, with what Cou- 
rage and Conduct fhe defended her King- 
doms againft very powerful Enemies. To 

her 
ase 
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gindicd deguo defer fuo martte, & 
tanto lo amd  offervd, non fi pud 
dire che l nonmeritaffe d’efferle com- 
parato. Ben credo che la riputa- 
tion ch’egli hebbe da lei, fuffe dote 
non minor, che’l Reguo di Caftiglia. 


Anz, rifpofe il 8. Gdfparo, per- 
fo 10 che di molte épere del Ré Fer- 
vando fuffe laudata la Regina Lfa- 
bella. 

Allhora il Magnifico, Se i pépuli 
di Spagna, diffe, 2 Signori, i privati, 
gli hudmina & le donne, poveri 6 ric- 
chi non ft fon tutti accordati a volex 
mentire in laude di lei, non é ftato a 
tempt nofiri al mondo pik chiaro e- 
fémpio di vera bonta, di grandezza 
a animo, di prudéutia, di religione, 
a’ honefia, di cortesta, at liberalita, 
zn fomma d’ogus virtn, che la Regi- 
na Lfabella. Et benche la fama di 
quella Signora in ogni loco, 8 apprefe 
fo ad ogni natione fia grandtfima; 
quelli che con lez viffero, & furono 
prefenti alle fue attioni, tutti afer: 
mano quefia. fama effer nata dalla 
virta © mériti di ler. Et chi vor- 
ra confiderare l’épere fue, facilmente 
conofcera effer cosi in vero: che la- 
fciando infinite cofe, che fanno fede 
di gueflo, &5 potrébbonft dire, fe fuf- 
fe nofiro propofito, ogwun fa, che 
quando efja venne a regnare, trove 
la maggior parte di Caftiglhta oceupa- 
ta da grandi; nientediméno il tutto 
ricupero cosi giuflificatamente, con 
tal modo, che imedéfimi che ne furo- 
no privatt, le reflarono affettionatif- 
Jimt, && contents di lafciar quello che 
polfedévano. | 

Notiffima cofa é ancor, con quanto 
animo S prudéutia fempre difendeffe 
z Regui [uot da potentiffimi inimics. 

Et 














Et medefimaménte a lei fola fi pud 
dar Vhonor del gloriofo acquifto del 
Regno di Granata; che in cosi lun- 
ga & difficil guerra contra nimici 
oftinatt, che combattévano per le fa- 
culta, per la vita, per tla legge fita, 
& al parer loro, per Dio, mofiro 
Sempre col configlio, 5 con la perfo- 
na propria tanta virth, che forfe a 
tempt nofire pochi Princip: banno ha- 
vuto ardire, non che d’imitarla, ma 
pir abaverle imvidia. Oltre a cid, 
afférmano tutti guegli, che la condb- 
bero, effer frato in let tanto divina 
mantera di governare, che paréa 
quaft che folamente la volonta fia 
bafiaffe, perché fenzaltro ftrépito 
ogn'une faceffe quello che doveva: 
Lal che a pena ofavano gl’ budmini 
in cafa fita propria, © fecretamente 
far cofa, che penfafino, che a lei 
haveffe a difpiacére: © di quefto in 
Sra parte fa caufa il maravighofo 
giudicio che ella hebbe in conéfcere, 
& eléggere i minifiri, atti a quelli 
Officit, ne 2 quali intendeva di adope- 
rargli. Et cost ben feppe congitu- 
gere it rigir della giufittia con la 
manfuetiudine della cleménutia, 5 la 
liber alita, che alcun buono ai fuoi di 
non fa che fi doleffe d’effer poco ri- 
munerato, ne alcun malo d’effer trop- 
po caftigato. Onde nei pépuli ver- 
fo di let nacgue una fomma riverén- 
‘ia compofia d’amore §& timores la 
quale ne gli animi di tutti ancor fia 
cost flabilita, che par quafi che af 
péttino ch’effa dal cielo git miri, & 
dt la {i debba darle ldude, d bia fimo. 
Lit perciod col nome fio, €8 co i mod: 
da let ordinati, t govérnano ancora 
gue’ Regui, di maniera, che benche 
la vita fia mancata, vive Lautori- 

tas 
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her moreover the Honour is due of the 
glorious Conqueft of the Kingdom of Gra- 
nata; for during a long and hazardous 
War, where fhe had to do with an obfti- 
nate Enemy, who fought for their Lives 
and Fortunes, for their Law, and, ‘as 
they thought, for God himfelf, the thew- 
ed by her Counfel and perfonal Conduét, 
fo much Virtue, as perhaps in our Times 
few Princes have dared, I do not fay to 
imitate, but even to emulate. Befides 
this, all who knew her, agree, that fhe 
managed the publick Affairs with fo much 
Addrefs, that her Will alone feem’d faf. 
ficient to make all People do their Duty 
without murmuring: So that Men {carce- 
ly durft in their own Houfes, or private- 
ly, do any thing which they thought might 
difpleafe her: And this ina sreat Mea- 
fure was owing to her wonderful Judg- 
ment in difcerning and chufing Minifters 
fit for every Office, that fhe wanted 
them for. And fo the well knew how to 
temper the Severity of Juftice with Mild- 
nefs, Clemency and Liberality, that 
throughout her whole Reign good Men 
could not complain of being too little re- 
warded, nor bad Men of being too much 
punifh’d. By this wife Conduét the crea- 
ted in her Subjeéts a Reverence for her 
Perfon mix’d with Love and Fear; the 
Impreffions of which are ftill fix’d in 
their Minds, as if they expected her to 
look down from Heaven, and from thence 
Co approve or condemn them. And there- 
fore, through the Reverence of her Name, 

and by the wholfome Laws by her infti- 

tuted, thofe Realms are ftill in fuch man- 

her governed, that though her Life be 

wanting, yet her Authority remains, and 

moves like a Wheel, which turned about 
with great Celerity, fora good while af- 
Lan 
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B Befides all this, confider Gafpar, that 
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within our Memory all the Grandees of 


ry 
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pain, who are famed for any f A tchieve- 
ments, were created by Queen Ifabe 
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Gonfalvo Ferdinand, a great 
valued himfelf more for his Honour, 
us great Victories and other 
€xtraordinary ie a which both 
in War and Peace make his Charatter-fo 


bright, that Fame itfelf, if ic is not un- 


~S ack 


] 
clit 


than for 


grateful, muft publifh to the World his 
immortal A .ctions, and confefs, that few 
Kings or Princes in this Age come up to 
him in Magnanimity, Wifdom, or any 


ether Virtue. 


But to return to Italy; there are not 
wanting there Ladies ia moft excellent 
Parts: Iwo admirable Queens Naples 
has produced; and - a while ago died 
in the fame Naples a third, the Queen 
of Hungary, whofe Perfections you are 
no Stranger to, and who deferves to be 
compar’d with her glorious Confort King 
Matthias Corvinus. There is alfo abel 
Duchefs of Arragon, the worthy Sifter of 
Ferdinand King of atk $s, whofe Vir- 
tues and Greatnefs of Mind, like Gold 
in the Furnace, have been try’d amidft 
the Storms of Fortune. And if in Lom- 
bardy you will caft your Eyes, there you 
will fee Ifabel Marchionefs of Mantua, 
whofe fingular Virtues I cannot avoid 
expatiating more upon, than will be 
allow’d in this Place. TI am forry you 
did not all know her Sifter Beatrix Du- 
chefs of Milan, that you might never 

more 


wr’ y¥ eP es b 
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ta, come rota, che lungamente con 
zmpeto voltata, gira ancor per buon 
{patio da se, beuche altri pit non la 


Confiderate oltre dz quefio S. Gaf- 
parod, che an opine. renee tuttz gl 
buémini grandt dt Spagna, © foe 
in gu i fi voglia aes fono flats crea- 
ti da Alla Regi. na Lfabella. Et Gou al- 
vo Ferrando gran C. apitano, motto 
i at velta va, che di tut- 
te le fue famofe vittdrie, 6 di guel- 
Le ¢ egrégie, © virtucfe dpere, che i 


o> , 
~ 


pace © in guerra fatto Vhanno- cose 


chiaro & illufire, che fe la fama non 
é ingrattfima, fempre al mondo pu- 
ef lichend le immortali fit e ledi, © fa- 

a fede, che alla eta noftra pochi Re, 
> gran Princip: havemo havuti, z 
guali flati non stano da lui di magna 
nimita, fapere, © d’ogni virta fit- 
peratt. 

Ritornando adunque in Italia; dico, 
che ancor bp non ct mancano eccel- 
lentiffime Signore: che in Napoli ha- 
vemo due fingular Regine; 8 poco 
fa pur in Napoli mori Paltra Regz- 
na a’ aoe ta tanto eccellente Signo- 
Ya, guanto Vol Sapete, & baftante 
ws in pe ragone alV invitto, © glo- 
ri0/o Ré Matthia Corvino fio mari- 
ae Medefimaménte la Duchefa lfa- 
bella d’ Aragona degna forella del Ré 
Ferrando ai Napoli, la quale, come 
oro nel fuoco, cos? nelle procelle di 
fortuna ha moftrata la virté el va- 
ir fuo. Se nella Lombardia verre- 
te, voccorrera la Signora Lfabella 
Marchefa di Mantua; alle eccellen- 
tiffime virth della “e le ingitria ft 
farta parlandoft cosi fobriamente, co- 
me Varta forza im quefto loco a chi 
pur voleffe parlarne. ‘Péfami ancd- 
va che tutt: non babbiate conoftiuta 
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la Ducheffa Beatrice di Milano fia 
forella; per non haver mai pih a 
maravigharvzt dingegno di Donna. 
Lit la Ducheffa Eleonora da’ Aragona 
Ducheffa di Ferrara, madre dell’- 
una, 9 Valtra di quefte due Signore, 
ch’10 who nominate, fi tale, che Lec- 
cellentifime fue virta facéano buon 
tefiimonio a tuttol mondo, che effa 
non folamente era degna figliuola di 
Re, ma che meritava effer Regia 
di molto maggior frato, che non ha- 
véano poffeduto tutti ¢ fuoi antecef- 
fort. 

Et per dirvi d’uwaltra, Quanti 
hudmini conofeete voi al mondo, che 
baveffero tolerato gli acerbi colpi 
della fortuna cosi moderatamente, co- 
me ha fatto la Regina Ifabella di 
Napoli? La quale dopd la pérdita 
del Regno, lo effilie, © morte del Re 
kederico fuo marito, & duoi frelino- 
li, la prigionta del Duca di Cald. 
bria fio primogénito, pir ancir 
dimofira effer Regina; e di tal modo 
Supporta i calamitofi incémmodi della 
mifera poverta, che ad vgn’uno fa fe- 
de, che ancor ch ella hadbbia mutato 
forma, non ha mutato conditione. 


Lafcio di nominar wnjfinite altre 
Signore, S ancir Donne di baffo Lra- 
do, come molte Pifane, cl’alla difefa 
della lor patria contra FPiorentt¢ni han- 
20 moftrato quell’ ardir generofo fen- 
2a timore alcuno di morte, che mo- 
firar potéffero i pik imvitti auimi, 
che mai fiffero al monto; onde da 
moltt nbbile Poeti fono fate alcune di 
lor celebrate. 

Potret dirvi d’alcune eccellentz/- 
fine in léttere, in miifica, in prttu- 
ra, © in feultura; ma non voglio an- 
davint pin rivolgendo tra queffi e 
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more be furprized at a Woman’s Parts. 
Alfo Eleanora of Arragon, Duchefs of 
Ferrara, and Mother of the two Ladies. 
juft mention’d, was for her extraordinary 


? 
J 


Merits acknowledged by all the Word 


Ag 


that fhe was not only a worthy Daughter 
to a King, but deferved alfo to be a 
Queen over a far larger Realm, than all 


her Anceftors poffeffed.. 


And to mention to you anothers 
What Man within your Knowledge has 
with greater Moderation  fuffer’d the 
strokes of adverfe Fortune, than Ifabella 
Queen of Naples? Who, after the Lofs 
of her Kingdom, the Banifhment and 
Death of King Frederick her Confort , 
together with two of her Children, and 
the Imprifonment of the Duke of. Cala- 
bria her eldeft Son, {till retains the 
Majefty of a Queen, and with fuch Refo- 
lution bears the Hardthips of Poverty, 
that fhe feems rather to have laid afide 
the Pageantry, than. the Authority of a 
Queen. 

Ecould name an infinite Number of o- 
ther Ladies, and Women of inferior 
Rank, among whom the Pifan Women 
are memorable for having defended their 
Countrey againft the Florentines with all 
the Bravery of Mind and Contempt of 
Death, that the moft celebrated Heroes 
are capable of ; for which Fact, feveral of. 
them have been celebrated by many ex- 
cellent Poets, 

I could enumerate feveral’ others;. who 
excell’d in Learning,. Mufick, Painting, 
and Sculpture; but I will no longer de- 


tain. you with. what, I am. certain,. you 
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are all very fenfible of. You only need 
in your own Minds to run over the Wo- 
men of your own Acquaintance, and you 
will be foon convine’d, that they are not 
lefs virtuous and deferving, than their 
Fathers, Brothers and Hufbands: That 
many have been theOccafion of muchGood 
to Men, and have often reclaimed them 
from vicious Habits. And if at prefent 
ere are not in the World thofe great 
Queens famed for the Conquefts of re- 
mote Countries, or for magnificent Build- 
ings, Pyramids and Cities; as Thomy- 
ris Queen of Schythia, Artemifia, Ze- 
nobia, Semiramis, and Cleopatra; fo 
neither are there in Being fuch Men, as 
Ceefar, Alexander, Scipio, Lucullus, and 


te CL 


other Roman Emperors. 
~ *Tis no fuch thing, anfwer’d Frigius 
{miling ; for at prefent there are more 
Women like Cleopatra, or Semiramis, 
than ever there were: And though they 
have not Kingdoms, Power and Riches, 
yet they do not want the good Will of 
imitating them, at leaft in carnal Plea- 
fure, and in fatisfying their Appetites as 
much as poffible. 

Frigius, you go beyond your Bounds, 
anfwer’d Julian: Let there be never fo 
many Cleopatra’s, there are as many Sar- 
danapalus’s, which 1s much worfe, 


Make not fuch Comparifons, reply’d 
Gafpar; ~neither imagine, that the Men 
are more incontinent than the Women: 
And fuppofe they were, it cannot be rec- 
kon’d worfe; for from the Incontinence of 
the Women arife more Mifchiefs, than 
from that of the Men, And therefore, 
as it was yefterday remark’d, this Rule 
was wifely eftablifh’d, that the Women 

may, 


Sempt, che a vot tutti fono notdffims. 
Bafta che fe nell animo vofiro pen- 
fate alle donne, che voi fleffi conofce- 
te, non v1 fia difficile compréndere, 
che effe per tl pia, non fouo di valo- 
re, 0 meriti inferiori a1 padri, fra- 
telli, & martti loro: & che molte fo- 
no fiate caufa di bene a gli hudmini, 
& fpeffo hanno corretto dz moltz lor 
errorit. Et fe adeffo non fi trévano 
al mondo guelle gran Regine, che va- 
dano a fubiugare paeft lontani, 
facciano magni edificii, Piramidt, 
& Citta: come quella Thomiris Re- 
gina di Scithia, Artemifia, Zenobia, 
Semiramis, 0 Cleopatra; non ci fon 
ancor hudmini, come Cefare, Alef- 
fandro, Scipione, Lucullo, © quegli 
altri Imperatort Romani. 


Nou dite cos?, rifpofe allhora rz- 
dendo il Frigio, che adeffo pin che 
mat fi trovan donne come Cleopatra, 
0 Semiramis: © fe gia non hanno 
tanti flati, forze, & ricchezze, loro 
non manca pero la buona volunta di 
zmitarle almen uel darfi piacere, é 
fatisfare pit che péffono a tutti ¢ 
{uot appetztz. 

Diffe il Magnifico Giuliano, Voi 
volete pir Frigio ufcire de términi: 
ma fe ft trévano alcune Cleopatre, 
non mancano infiniti Sardanapali, 
che é affai peggzo. 

Non fate, diffe allhora il S.Gaf- 
paro, guefle comparationt; ue cre- 
diate gia che gli huémini siano pit 
incontinenti, che le donne:  guan- 
do ancor foffero, non farebbe peggio; 
perché dalla incontinéntia delle don- 
ne nafcono infiniti: mali, che non na- 
feono da guella de gli huémini. Et 
pero come hieri fi detto, effi pruden- 
temente hanno ordinato, che ad effe 
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fia lécito fenza biafimo mancar in 
tutte Laltre cofe, accio che péfjano 
metter ogni lor forza per mantener- 
fein quefia fola virta della caflita; 
ena la quale 2 figliuol: fartano in- 
certi: § quello legame, che firinge 
tutto l mondo per lo faugue, © per 
amar naturalmente ciafcun quello, 
che ha produtto, fi difcwglierta. Pe- 
v0 alle donne piu fi difdice la vita 
diffoluta, che a gli hudmini, i quali 
non portano nove meft 2 figtinol: in 
corpo. 

Allhora il Magnifico, Quefti, rif- 
pofe, veramente fono bells argumen- 
tz che voi fate, non fo perche non 
gli mettiate in firitto: ma ditemi, 
‘Per gual caufa non se ordinato, che 
ne gli budmini cosi fiz vituperofa 
cofa la vita diffoluta, come nelle don- 
ne? Attefo che fe effi fono da natura 
pia virtuofi, di maggior valore, 
piu facilmente ancora portano mante- 
nerft in guefla virta della continén- 
tea: e 2 fighiuoli ne pik née meno fa- 
rian certi: che fe ben le donne fof 
Sero lafcive, pur che gli hudmini fof: 
fero continenti, 5 non confentiffero 
alla lafc¢via delle donne, effa da sé 
ase, 5 fenza altro ainto, gid non 
potrian generare. Ma fe volete dir 
iL vero, vor aucor conofcete, che noi 
di noftra autorita ci havemo vendi- 
cato una ticéutia, per la quale vole- 
mo che 2 medéfimi peccati in not sta- 
20 leggerifimi, %S talbor méritino 
laude; §5 nelle Donne non poffano a 
baflanza éfere caffigati, fe non con 
una vituperofa morte, 0 almen perpe- 
tua infamia. Perd, poi che quefta 
opinion € invalfa, parmi che conve- 
niente cofa fia caftigar ancor acerba- 
mente quell, che con bugte danno 
infamia alle donne; § eftimo, ch’- 
Ogns 
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may, without being reproached, trant 


grefs in other Matters, provided they 
keep themfelves chafte; for without this 
Virtue the Children would be of dubious 
Parentage: And, confidering the Pro- 
penfity, which all Men have to their own 
Offspring, even the Tyes of Blood , 
which hold the World together, would 
be diffolved. On this Account Inconti- 
nency is more blameable in the Woman, 
than in the Man, who does not, like her, 
go nine Months with Child. 


This is fine Reafoning, reply’d Ju- 
lian, and worthy to be recorded in Wri- 
ting: But pray tell me, Why the Law does 
not make Lafcivioufnefs as criminal in 
the Men, as inthe Women? For if they 
are naturally more inclin’d to Virtue and 
Probity, they are the more able to pre- 
ferve this Virtue of Continency: And 
allowing this, there could not be greater 
or leffer Degrees of Certainty with re- 
gard to their Children: For fuppofe Wo- 
men were never fo much lafcivious, and 
Men were all of them continent, and did 
not confent to their lewd Solicitations, it 
would be impoffible for Women, by 
themfelves, to prejudice them, in Rela- 
tion to Pofterity. But if you would own 
the Truth, you know, that we of our 
own Authority, have arbitrarily claimed 
a Liberty, by which we will have the 
fame Vices in us, to be very trivial, and 
fometimes applauded; but in Women, 
never fufficiently to be punifh’d, except 
it be by a fhameful Death, or at leaft to 
be branded with perpetual Infamy. Now 
fince fuch a Prefumption prevails among 
them, ’tis but juft, that thofe fhould be 
feverely punifh’d, who with idle Stories, 
bring Infamy upon a Woman’s Chara- 
&er; and, I think, every Man of Ho- 
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Nour is bound, if Need requires it, by 
Arms, to defend the Truth; efpecially 
when he knows any Lady to be falfly ac- 
cufed of Difhonetfty. 


And I, reply’d Gafpar with a Smile, 
maintain, that every Man of Honour is 
obliged to aé&t not only as you fay, but 
likewife by the Rules of Humanity and 
sood Manners to cloak their Faults, 
when by any Mifchance, ora violent Paf- 
fion of Love, they happen to be guilty. 
Thus you fee, that where Reafon will 
allow it, I am more for the Lady’s fide 
than you are. J cannot deny, but Men 
have taken a little Liberty, knowing, 
that in the common Opinion of the World 
a diffolute Life is not reckon’d in them 
fo infamous, as in the Women; who 
through the Weaknefs of their Sex, are 
more carry’d away by their Paffions than 
theMen: Andif they abftain fometimes 
from gratifying their Paffions, ’tis Shame, 
not the want of Inclination, which re- 
{trains them. And therefore Men have 
laid upon them this Fear of Infamy, as a 
Bridle to keep them, whether they will or 
no, in this Virtue; without which, to 
{peak the Truth, they would be little e- 
fteemed: For the World has no other 
Benefit of the Women, but that of Ge- 
neration. The Cafe is not the fame 
with the Men; whofe Bufinefs it is to go- 
vern Citics, to command Armies, and 
do many other Things of great Impor- 
tance: Of which, how capable the Wo- 
men are, fince you will have it fo, I 
fhall not difpute: ’*Tis fufficient, that 
now they have nothing to do in thofe 
Affairs. With Regard to Continency, 
when Men are put to the Tryal of it, 

they 


ogni nobil Cavaliero fia obligato a dt- 
fender fempre con Larme, dove bi- 
fogna, laverita;  maffimamente 
guando conofce qualche donna effer 
falfamente calunniata di poca hone- 
fia 

Et io, rifpofe ridendo il §. Gaf- 
paro, non folamente affermo effer dé- 
bito d’ogni nobilCavaliero quello che 
voi dite, ma eftimo grav cortesta, & 
gentilezza coprir qualche errore,ove 
per difératia, 0 troppo amore, una 
donna fia incorfa. Et cosi veder po- 
tete, ch’io tengo pin la parte delle 
donne, dove la ragiin me lo compor- 
ta, che non fate vot. Nou nego gia, 
che gli huomini non fi habbiano prefo 
un poco di liberta; “ guefto perché 
fanno, che per la opinion univer fale, 
ad effi la vita diffoluta non porta cosi 
enfumia, come alle donne; le quali, 
per la imbecillita del feffo, fono mol- 
to pia inclinate a gli appettti, che 
gli huémini: § fe talbor fi afténgo- 
no dal fatisfare a i [uot defidérit, 
lo fanno per vergogna, non perche la 
volunta non fia loro prontifima. Et 
pero gli budmini hanno pofto loro il 
timor d’infamia per un freno, che le 
tenga quafi per forza in guefta Vir- 
th; fenza la quale, per dir il vero, 
fariano poco d’apprezzare: perché 
il mondo non ha utilita dalle donne, 
fe non per lo generare de z figlinoli. 
Ma cid non intervien de gli hudmi- 
ni; 2 quali govérnano le citta, gli 
eferciti, & fanno tante altre cofe a’- 
importantia: il che (poi che voi vo- 
lete cosi) non voglio difputar, come 
fapéffero far le donne: bafta che non 
lo fanno. Et quando é occorfo a gh 
hudmini far paragon della continén- 
tia, cosi hanno fuperato le donne in 
quefla virti, come ancor nell altre, 
benche 
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benche vor non lo confentiate. Et 
20 circa quefio non voglio recitarvi 
tante hiftorie, 0 fabule, quante ha- 
vete fatto voi: © riméttovi alla con- 
tinentia folamente di dut grandifimi 
Signort gidvant, & fa la vittoria, la 
guale ful far infolenti ancor gh 
budmint bafséffime. 


Et Puna é quella ad’ Aleffandro 
Magno verfo le donne bellifiime di 
Dario nimico, §} vinto: Laltra di 
Scipione, a cui effendo di venti e quat- 
tro anni, & havendo in Ifpagna vin- 
to per forza una citta, fd condutta 
una bellifima, 5 nobilifiima gidvane 
prefa tra molt altre; © intendendo 
Scipione guefta effer fpofa dun Si- 
gnor del paéfe, non filamente saften- 
ne da ogni atto difbonefta verfo di 
lei, ma immaculata la refe al mart. 
to, facéndole difopra un ricco dono. 


Potret adirvi dt Xenocrate, il qua- 
le fu tanto continente, che una bel- 
liffima donna, efféndogh colcata a can- 
to ignuda,  facéndogli tutte le ca- 
yezze, % ufando tutti z modi, che 
fapea, delle guai cofe era bontfima 
macfira; non hebbe forza mai di fare 
che moftraffe pir un minimo fegno 
a impudicitia, avenga che ella in que- 
jto difpenfaffe tutta una notte. Et 
di Pericle, cheudendo folamente uno, 
che laudava con troppo efficacia la 
bellezza dun fanciullo, lo riprefe 
agramente. Et di molti altri conti- 
nentiffimi di lor propria volonta, 
on per vergogua, 0 para di cafti- 
go, da che fono indutte la maggior 
parte di quelle donne, che intal vir- 
tu fi manténgono: Le quali pero an- 
cor con tutto quefio méritano effer 
laudate 
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they are in that, as well as in other Vir- 
tues, fuperior to the Women, though 
you will not allow it. And concerning 
this Truth, I will not rehearfe fo many 
Stories and Fables as you have done: I 
refer you only to the Continence of two 
great Commanders, both young, and in 
the Purfuit of Victory, which often makes 
Men of the loweft Rank haughty and in- 
folent. 


Alexander is the one, who abftained 
from the beautiful Ladies of Darius his 
Enemy, and vanquifh’d by him: Scipio 
is the other, who, when he was but four 
and twenty Years of Age, and had ta- 
ken by Storm a Town in Spain, among 
feveral others, a moft beautiful and no- 
ble Lady was brought ; whom he under- 
ftanding to be a noble Man’s Wife of the 
Countrey, not only contain’d himfelf 
from ufing her difhoneftly, but reftored 
her without Blemifh, and with a confiders 
able Prefent to her Hufband. 


Xenocrates is alfo remarkable for his 
Continence, by whofe Side a beautiful 
Woman lay a whole Night, and by her 
Embraces and other Arts, which fhe was 
Miftrefs of, endeavour’d to excite him; 
yet fhe could not provoke him toany lafci- 
vious Action, tho’ fhe fpent all the Night 
in attempting it. Pericles, by only hear- 
ing one too paffionately commend aYouth 
for his Beauty, very feverely reproved 
him for it. And there have been a great 
many others moft continent, of their 
own Accord, and not through Motives 
of Infamy, or Fear of Punifhments 
Motives, which induce the greater Part 
of Women to guard their Chaftity: Ne- 
verthelefs they have a Title to Praife on 
that Account. So that whofoever fallly 
blackens their Reputation, deferves, as 
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you juft now faid, to be moft feverely 


punifh’d, 
rrsy o c c pe 1 | 
Then Cefar, who for fome tmme had 
been filent, faid; Confider in what a re- 


ecting manner Gafpar can fpeak of the 


Women, if this is all the Good he has to 


fay of them. But if Julian will give me 


Leave to fupply his Place, and to an- 
(wer to fome few Things, with which, in 
my Judgment, he falfly c charges the Sex, 
it will be of no Difadvantage to either: 
For he will have time to take Breath, and 
be the better able to. defcribe the other 
PerfeGtions of the Court Lady; and I 
thall reckon it an Honour to join with 
him in this Duty of a good Knight, ¢ 
which is to vindicate the Truth. 


I beg you would, reply’d Julian; for } 
have already faid what was in my Power, 
and what I thou ight to be neceflary; be- 
fides, this D1 cone now on foot, is 
quite remote from my Subject. 


Then Czefar taking up the Caufe, I 
fhall not, he faid, enquire how ufeful the 
Women are to the whole World, befides 
their being neceffary to Procreation; for 
it has been already Pee that they not 
only contribute to our Being, but.to our 
well being. Now Gafpar, if, as you 
pretend, they are more tempted by their 
Paffions than the ona and yet refitt 
them more, which you alfo granted ; 
they are fo much re more to be com- 
mended for it, as. much as their Sex is 
weaker and lefs able to withftand the 
Provocations of Nature. And if you 
fay, that.their Refiftance proceeds from 


Shame, 


landate affai. Et chi Vd neg da 

loro infamia @impudicitia, @ degno 
(come ba vete detto) di grav ifima 
punitione. 

‘Allbor a M. Céfare, il gual per 
buon [pa: 20 1 taciuto havea; ‘Penfate, 
diffe, ai che modo ) pr ur L, 
vo a biafimo delle donne, 4 nindo quex 
fe heey: guelle cofe, chet dice tn lau 

> Loro. Me sel 8. M CH ‘fic0 me 

ncede ch "70 polfa in loco fuo rifpon- 
iy ght alcune poche. cofe, circa guan- 
ay eglt (al pai hah m0 Le incites tiny ha 
detto cont 4 AB dont , fara ben per 
Puno & per Laltro: scipenche effo ft 
ripofera un poco; 3 meglio por po- 

ra feguitare in dir qualche a'tra ec 
celléntia della Donna di Palazzo; 
© 20 mi terrd per molta gratia i” 
pees occafione di far infieme con 

ui quefto officio di buon Cavaliero, 
cioe, difender la verita. 

Anzi ve ne priego, rifpofe ib Ay 
Maguipico; che gia a meé parea ha- 
ver Satisfatto, fecondo le forze mie, 
a quanto’ io dovea; 5 che quefto ra- 
gionamento foffe ropes fuor del pro- 
Pofito mio. 

Soggiun fe M. Céfare, Non vie 
gia parlar delPutilita, che ba zk. 
mondo dalle Donne, oltre al generar 
i fighiuoli; perché a baftanza se 
dimoftr ito quanto effe stano neceffa- 
rie non folamente all effer, ma ancor 
al ben effer noftro. Ma dico S. Gaf: 
paro, che fe effe fono (como voi dt- 
te) pin inclinate a@ gli appettti, che 
gli hudmini, 6 con tutto quefto fe ne 
af ngono pit che gli hudminz (il che 
VOL fre [Jo confentite) fono tanto pin 
degne dt la ae: qu santo il fey loro é 
men forte per resiftere a gli appeti- 
ti naturalt.. Et fe dite che lo fan. 
no .per vergogna, parmi che im loco 
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yi virth fola ne diate lor due. 
Che fe in effe pin puod la vergogua 
che Lappetito,  percto fi afiéngono 
dalle cofe mat fatte; eftimo che gue- 
fla vergogna, che im fine non é altro, 
‘che timer @infamica, ise una rarifft- 
ma virth, © da pochifimi bus, mint 
po iffeduta. Et sto poteffi Senza inf 
mito vituperio de ov hudmini dni 
come molti d’effi stano tmmerft nella 
emp inc udéntia, che é tl vitio contrario 
guefia virti, coutamineré: guefte 
re ate orecchie, che wm ‘afco éltano: Et 
per il pik gquefti tals imgiurioft a 
Dio, £3 alla natura, fono budmini 
gia vecchi, 2 quali fan pr ofeffione, 
chi di Sacerdétio, chi dz Filofofta, 
chi delle Sante raesae © govéruano 
be Republiche con gute a feverita Ca- 
toniana nel vifo, che pi romette tutta 
ba integrita det mondo; © fempre al- 
Légano ib feffo feminile effer imeconte- 
nentifjimo. NB mai effi aaltro fi 
dolgon pid, che del mancar loro it 
vigor naturale, per poter fatisfare 
i loro abominévoli de fidérit; tqua- 
li loro reftano ancor well’animo , 
quando gia la natura gli nega at 
fit Bh Et pero fpelfo trévano ‘modi, 
dove: le for ze non fono necefjarie. 


Ma io won voglio dir pir avanti ; 

S baftami , che m1 confentiate ; jam 
te ‘Donne fr afténgano pit dalla vita 
wmpudica, che gli ri Ses Lit cers 
to é, che d’altro freno non fouo rt- 
tenute, che da.quello, che effe freffe 
fi-méttono, Et. che. fia véro; la pit 
parte di quelle, che fon cuftodite con 
troppo firetta guardia, 0 battite da 
z marttt, 0 padri, fono men pudiche, 
che quelle che hanno qualche. liber- 
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Shame, I think, inftead of one Virtue 

9 3 3 
you make them Pofieffors. of two. For 


if the Senfe of Shame has a greater Power’ 


over them than their Inclinations, and re- 
{trains them from all immodeft Actions ; 
I conclude, ohn is Shame,. which in 
but the Fear of In- 
famy, isa moft rer Virtue, and fuch 
as few Men are Matters of. 
could, without loading the Men with 1n- 
finite Reproaches, enumerate how many: 
of them are immerged in Impudence, a 
Vice contrary to. this Virtue, I fhould 
offend the chafte Ears of this. Auditory. 
And to make the Cafe more injurious 
both.to.God and Nature, the Perfons of 
this Character. are. very. often Men in 
Years, fome of whom make a Profeffion 
ig ge fome Philofophy, fome Di- 
vinity ; and manage Affairs of State with 
that CHa Gane of Countenance, as 
makes Semblance of all the Integrity inthe 
World; and always alledge the Inconti 
nency of the Female Sex. But in effect 
they are moft concern’d that, by Reafon 
of the Lofs of their own natural Vigour, 

they cannot aso) their own fhameful De- 
fires, which are {till rooted in.their Minds; 

tho” Nature ‘denies them to their Bodies: 
On this Account they have Recourfe ta 
certain Arts, where Strength:and. Vigour 
are not neceffary. 

But without proceeding farther ‘on this 
Head; it fufficiently anfwers my Pur- 
pofe, that; as you-have already granted, 
the Women guard. more againft Inconti- 
nency than the Men. ’T'is moreover’ cer- 
tain, that they do this without any other 
Reftraint; than what they lay uponthem- 
felves. This is the more undeniable, be- 
caufe many, who are too much confined 
or beaten by their Fathers and Hufba nds, 
are lefs virtuous-than thofe who have 


fhort is nothing 


And if 


more Liberty allow’d them 
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But, generally fpeaking, the greateft Ma gran freno é generalmente al- 
Curb upon Women is the Love of true de Donne Lamir della vera virti, 
Virtue, and a Defire of Honour; which e’/ defidé ri0 a’ honore; del qual mol- 
feveral, whom I have known, efteem’d f¢@; ch’io a mtet di ho conofciute 
more than Life itfelf. And if you would fanno pit flima, che della vita pro- 
confefs the Truth, how many young /774. Et fe volete dir il VEVO; 020 - 
Men have we feen, well born, difcreet, 4% di not ha veduto gidvant nobslif- 
wife, brave and handfome, who have {pent Simi, diftreti, favii, valenti, © bel- 
many Years in Love, and have never li, baver difpenfato molt’ anni aman- 
been backward in Solicitations, Prefents, do, senza bafciar adrieto cofa al- 
Intreaties, Tears, and whatfoever canbe 644 di follicitddine, dt dont, di pre- 
thought of, yet all in vain. For my own sp di lacrime mye fomma di Cid, 
part, if it would not be faid, that there ch’imaginar fi puds e tutto im vano. 


. Et, fe a mé non fi poteffe dire, che 
° > *y re y 3 > 
is nothing about me worthy of being 7, qualita mie non See mat 


=xperi ftif 
bit ga A ca llr icin petenaienei es Soli amato, allegherer ib tefti- 
that more than once I have been at 
Ane x nao, « aicuethhl ack monio di mé fleffo; che pit d’una 
— en ay , - spats © INRIA volta per la immutabile, e troppo fe- 
rigid Modeity of a Woman. vera bonefia d’una donna, fut vicino 


alla morte. 


Let not that furprize you, anfwer'd  Az/pofe il Signor Gafparo, Now 
Gafpar; for Women who are fued to, vi maravigliate di quefto; perche le 
always deny thofe who thus intreat them; donne, the fon pregate, Sempre né- 


and thofe, who are not courted, fue to 844? di comptacer chi le Prega; & 
avoid quelle, che non fou pregate, prégano 


altrut. 

Dife Meffer Céfare, lo non ho 
mat conofciutt quefts che stano dalle 
‘Donne pregati: ma ft ben moltt, t 
guali vedéndoft haver in van tenta- 
to, © /pefo il tempo f[cioccamente, ri- 


I never, reply’d Cafar, have met with 
one that was courted by a Woman : 
There are indeed many, who after feve- 
ral vain Attempts, and Lofs of Time, 

re 


poorly revenge themfelves by boafting of cérrono & quefta nobil vendetta, & 
a ertition, | which had ne Bog PSR aihame Sona havuto abondantia dt 
their own Brain: They fancy, . that to quello, che folamentes’ hanno imagi- 
raife fcandalous Reports, and feign odd witio.ath par loro che il dir male, 
Circumftances to the Prejudice of a La- §§ pygugre inventioni, accid che di 
dy’s Reputation, is a Piece of Gallantry. gualche nobil Donna per lo vulgo fi 
But whofoever boafts of Favours receiv’d Zéqjyo fabule vituperofe, fianna for- 
from any Lady of Worth, whether it be ¢2 g Cortegianta. Moe guefti tali, 
true or falfe, deferves the fevereft Cor- che dj qualche Donna di prezzo vil- 
rection and Punifhment. Neither can Jgyaménte fi danno vanto, 0 véro, 0 
they, who do Juftice to fucha one, be fal/, méritano caftigo S fupplicio 
enough praifed for it. If the Report is gravifimo. Et fe tal’ hor loro vier 
falfe, Can there be a greater Inftance of dato, non ft puo dir quanto stano da 

Villany, laudar 




















































laudar quelle, che tal officio fanno. 
Che fe dicon bugie, pee feelerita 
puod effer maggiore, che privar con 
engannt una valorofa “Donna di guel. 
lo, che effa pia che la vita eftima? 
non per altracaufa, che per quella, 
the la deurta fare d’infinite laudi 
celebrata? Seanctra dicon véro, gual 
pena porta baftare a chi é cosi péerf- 
do, che venda tanta engvatitidine 
per prémio ad una ‘Donna, la qual 
vinta dalle falfe lufinghe, dalle ta- 
crime jinte, dat preghi continui, da 
2 lamenti, dalle artz, instdie, © per- 
giirit Sha laftiato indurre ad amar 
troppo; pot fenza rifervo, se data 
mncautamente in preda a cosi ma- 
ligno fptrito ? 

Ma per rifpbndervi ancor a quefia 
smaudtta continéntia d’ Aleffindro, €§ 
ai Scipione, che havete allegata ; 
dico, chio non voglio negare, che 
L’uno, § Laltro non faceffe atto de- 
go dit molta laude: nientediméno, 
accid che non poffiate dire, che per 
raccontarvz cofe antiche, 10 vi narri 
fabule, voglio allegarvi una Donna 
de’ nofirt tempi di baffa conditione, 
la qual mofird molto maggior conti- 
néntia, che quefti dui grand’ huomi- 
nt. 

Dico adungue, che io gia conobbi 
una bella  delicata Giévane: il 
nome della quale non vi dico, per 
non dar matéria di dir male a molti 
ignoranti, 2 quali fibito che intén- 
dono una dna effer innamorata, ne 
fanno mat concetto. Quefta adunque 
effendo lungamente amata da un n0- 
bile & ben conditionato giovane, fr 
volfe con tutto Pauimo §&3 cor fio ad 
amar lui; © di quefto non [otamente 
40, al quale effa di faa volonta ogni 
cofa confidentemente diceva, non al- 
tramente, 
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Villany, than by forg’d Stories to rob a 
Lady of a Character dearer to her than 
her Life? And for no other-Reafon, than 
that which renders her worthy of the 
the higheft Efteem? But if it is true; 
How ought that Man to be rewarded for 
his perfidious and ungrateful Treatment 
of a Lady, who by his artful Speeches, 
Tears, Solicitations, Sighs, Vows and 
Oaths, was firft feduced into a too good 
Opinion of him; andthen unwarily fell a 
Prey to his wicked Defires? 


As to the Continency of Alexander and 
Scipio, IT own, that they both aéted with 
great Honour: But not to trouble you 
with Stories of ancient Times, which 
with you are all Fables, I fhall relate a 
modern one of a Woman of low Rank, 


but in Continency fuperior to-either of 


thofe two great. Men. 


I knew onee a very handfome and a- 
greeable young Woman: Her Name I 
fhall conceal for the fake of thofe cenfo- 
rious Coxcombs, who no fooner hear 
that a Woman isin Love, but they con- 
ceive an ill Opinion of her. A young 
Gentleman,. every way confiderable, hap- 
pening to fall in Love with-her, her 
Heart gave way to his Paffion; neither 
was I alone confcious of it, as being, 
with all the Freedom of a Brother or Si- 
fter, let into her fecret Counfels, but e- 

very 











504 
very one elfe, who faw them converfe to- 
gether. Under-the Power of a moft in- 
vincible Love fhe continued two Years 5 
all which Time fhe kept fo ftrict:a Guard 
upon her felf, that fhe difcover’d no 
Signs of her Paffion, that were in her 
Power to-conceal: She never would con- 
fent to fpeak to him., nor receive any 
Letters or Prefents, with which Day after 
Day he importuned her; yet, to my 
Knowledge, there was nothing that fhe 
more defired: For whenever fhe could 
privately lay Hands on any thing that 
belong’d to him, fhe lock’d it up as care- 
fully as if her Life and Happinefs depend- 
ed on it. The only Mark of Complai- 
fance, which fhe fhew’d him during that 
Time, was her feeing and being feen by 
him; or now and then, at publick En- 
tertainments, her dancing with him, as 
fhe did with others. As their Circum- 
{tances were pretty fuitable, they both 
defired their Loves might find a happy 
End in lawful Marriage. All the People 
of that City wifh’d the fame, except her 
cruel Father, who through a perverfe and 
ftrange Humour, refolved to marry her 
to one of greater Fortune: neither did the 
unhappy Maid fhew any other Repug- 
nancy, than by fhedding a Flood of 
Tears. And though this unfortunate 
Marriage enfued with great Compaffion 
of the People, and the Defpair of the 
poor Lovers ; yet this Shock ef Fortune 
could not extirpate a Paffion fo firmly 
rooted in both their Hearts, but that the 
Effe&ts of it were difcernible for three 
Years together; though with great Pru- 
dence fhe diffembled it, and by all pofii- 
ble Means check’d thofe fond Withes, 
which then there was no Hope of ac- 
complifhing. And after this Manner fhe 
ftill 
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tramente, ché s'10, non dird fratello, 
mi una fia tatima forella fuffi flato, 
ma tutti quelli, che la vedéano im 
prefentia dell’ amato gidvane, €- 
rano ben chiari della fua paffione. Co- 
si amando effa ferventiffimamente , 
guanto amar poffa un amorevolifime 
animo, durd dut anni in tanta contt- 
néntia, che mai non fece fegno alcuno 
a gquefto gidvane d’amarlo, fe non 
quelli, che nafcénuder non potéa: ne 
mai parlar gli volle, né da lut ac- 
cettar léttere, ne prefenti, che del?- 
uno, € dell’altro non poffava mai gior- 
no, che non foffe foliecitata; © 
guanto lo, -defideraffe, 20 ben lo so: 
Che fe tal’ hor nafcofamente potea ha- 
ver cofa, che del gidvane foffe fia- 
ta, latenea in tante delitie, che pa- 
vea, che da guella le nafceffe la vi- 
ta, & ogne fuo bene. Ne pur maz 
in tanto tempo d’altro compiacer gli 
volfe, che di vedérlo, § di lafeiarf 
vedére; &§ qualche volta mtervenen- 
do alle fefie publiche ballar con tus, 
come con gli altri. Et perche. be 
conditioni dell’uno § delV’altro éra- 
n0 affai convententi, effa, @l giéva- 
ne defideravano, che ui tanto amor 
terminafe felicemente, ©. effer in- 
fieme marito & moglie. IL medéfimo 
defideradvano tutti gli altri hudmint, 
(5 donne di quella Citta, eccetto tb 
crudéel padre di lei; tt gual per una 
perver {a firana opinion volfe ma- 
vitarla ad uwaltro pia-ricco: © in 
cid dalla infelice fanciulla non fa 
con altro contradetto, che con ama- 
riffime lacrime. kt effendo fucceffo 
cosi mal aventurato matrimonio con 
molta compafjiin di quel popule, 
defperation de 1 péverz amanti; non 
bafid perd guefia percofja di fortuna 
per eftirpare cosi fondato amore det 
COT 1, 
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cori, née dell’uno, née dell’altra, che 
dopo ancor per {patio di tré anni 
durd; avenga che effa prudentiffima- 
ménte lo diffimulaffe, 6 per ogni via 
cercaffe di troncar que defidérii, che 
Lormat érano fenza fperanza. Et 
an quefio tempo feguito fempre la fia 
oftinata volouta della continéntia: 
& vedendo che honeftamente haver 
non potéa colui, che effa advrava al 
mondo, eleffe non volerlo a modo al. 
cuno, % feguitar il fuo coftume, di 
non accettar ambafciate, né dont, née 
pur feuard: fuot. Etcon quefta ter- 
minata volonta, la mefthina vinta 
dal crudeliffimo affanno, & divenuta 
per la lunga paffione eftenuatifima, 
in capo di tré anni [ene mori; & 
prima wolfe riftutare «4 contenti, & 
pracéri fuori tanto defiderati, in ulti- 
mo la vita propria, che lhonefta. 
Ne le mancavan modi, & vie da fa- 
tisfarfi fecretiffimanténte, © fenza 
pericols a’infamia, 0 d’altra pérdita 
altuna: % pir fi aftenne da quello, 
che tanto da sé defiderava, & di che 
tanto era continuamente flimulata da 
quella perfina, che fola al mondo 
defiderava di compiacére. Ne a cid 
fi moffe per patra, 0 per alcuwaltro 
rifpetto, che per lo folo amore della 
vera virtt. 

Che direte vor d’uwaltra, la gua- 
le in fei meft quaft ogni notte giacque 
con un fuocariffimo tnnamorato; uien- 
tediméno im un giardino copiofo di 
dolcifimi frutti, invitata dallar- 
dentiffimo fuo proprio defidério, 
da preghi, & lacrime dichi pid che 
la propria vita le era caro, Saflenne 
dal guftargli? & benche foffe prefa, 
© legata ignuda nella firetta caténa 
di quelle amate braccia, non fi refe 
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{till purfued his former virtuous Inclina- 
tions: infomuch, that when fhe faw it 
impoffible upon honourable Terms to 
poffefs the Man fhe lov’d, the refolved 
not to poffefs him at all, and follow’d her 
former Cuftom of not accepting from 
him either Letter, Prefent, or even a 
Look. And in this determin’d Refolu- 
tion the wretched Woman, overcome by 
the moft cruel Affi&ion, and weakned 
through continued Paffion, that at the 
three Years End fhe dy’d; chufing 
to want the moft valuable Comforts and 
Happinefs of this Life, nay, Life itfelf, 
rather than violate her Honour. Not 
that fhe wanted Ways and Means of 
fecretly gratifying her Defires, without 
expofing her Reputation, or running any 
other Hazard: Yet fhe avoided the En- 
joyment of what fhe fo much ‘coveted; 
and when folicited to it by the Perfon, 
whom above all others fhe with’d to 
pleafe. All this fhe did not thro’ Fear, 
or any other Confideration, than purely 
the Love of true Virtue. 


What will you fay of another, who for 
fix Months together lay almoft every 
Night with her Lover ; notwithftanding 
that fhe had before her (if I may fo call 
it) a Garden of delicious Fruits, and was 
invited beth by her own warm Defires, 
and by the Intreaties and Tears of one as 
dear to her as her Life, fhe deny’d her 
felf the Pleafure of tafting them? Nay, 
tho’ fhe lay naked, and with the ftrongeft 
Chains encircled in his Arms, fhe ftill 
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remain’d unconquer’d, and kept her Vir- 


gin Charms unfpotted? 


Gafpar, What think you? Do not fuch 
Aé&ts of Continency come up to that of 


Alexander? Whohad more at Heart the 
acquiring of Fame and Empire, than of 


poffeffing Darius’s Women; ftimulated 
by the Defire of Glory to fuffer Fatigues 
and Hardthips, in order to. make himfelf 
immortal; and not only to. difdain all o- 
ther Things, but even his own Life, to 
in a Renown above all Men: Neither 
is it to be wonder’d, that having fuch 
afpiring Thoughts, he abftain’d from Ob- 
jects which he never was in Love with. 
For as he had never feen thofe Ladies, 
twas impoffible for him all at once to be 
taken with them: ?Tis more likely, that 
ue abhorr’d them as belonging to Darius 
his Enemy. In fuch a Cafe, the offering 
any Immodefty to them, might rather be 
eckon’d Cruelty than Love. And there- 
fore it ought not to be wonder’d at, that 
Alexander, who conquer’d the World, 
with no lefs Magnanimity than Arms, ab- 
{tained from being injurious to the fair 
Sex. 

Scipio is truly fam’d for his Continen- 
ey: But if you judge rightly, he falls 
fhort of the two Women juft mention’d : 
For he likewife abftain’d from an Object, 
which he had no Paffion for. Befides he 
was in the Enemies Countrey, a young 
General, and juft beginning a confidera 
ble Enterprize: His. Countrey-People 
expected from him: great Matters; and 
was accountable for his Conduc& to moft 
rigorous Judges, who. often without Mer- 
cy punifh’d not only the great, but even 
the minuteft Fanlts; Among thefe, fome 


he knew to be his Enemies. Befides, if 


he had acted otherwife towards that Lady, 
who 





mat per vinta, ma confervo immacn 
lato th flor della honefta fia? 
Parvi Signdr Gafparo, che quefte 


f fiaw atti dt continentia eguali a 


quella ad’ Aleffandro? il quale arden- 
tiffimameénte innamor aro » non delle 
doune di Dario, ma di quella fama, 
 grandezza, che lo fi rouava CO 2 


; fimuli della gliria a patir fatiche, 


© pertcoli, per farfi immortale; now: 
che le altre cofe, ma la propria vi- 
ta fprezzava, per acquiftar nome 
fopra tutti gli huémini: Ht noi ct 
maravigliamo, che cou tat penfiert 
nel core Sabfiencffe da una cofa, la 
gual molto non defider rava:. Cbe PE x ol 
non baver mat “pid vedute quelle 
donne, none pofstbile che 1m un pun- 
to Pamaffe: ma ben for fe labborri- 
Va, per vifpetto di “Dario fuo nemix 
co. Lit 2w tal cafo ogni {uo atto lank 
Sc%vo, verfo dt quelle, faria flato in- 
gilria, © non amore. Et perd non 
é gran cofa che Aleffandro, il quale 
non meno con la magnanimita y che 
con Larme vinfe 24 mondo, sSaftenef- 
fe da far ingitvia a fémine. 


La. continéntia ancor di Scipione é 
veramente da landar affaz: niente- 
diméno, fe bem confiderate, non é da: 
aguagliare a quella di quefte due 
donne : perche fe ancora medefima- 
ménte fi aftenne da cofa non defide- 
rata. LEiffendo in paefe nemico, Ca- 
pitano novo, nel principio d’una 114 
prefa import antiffima: Hlavendo nel- 
la patria lafiiato tanta afpettation 
di sé; © havendo ancor a render 
conto a& giidict feverifimt, 1% quali 
Speffo caftigar ano non folamente 2 
grandi, mat prccolifim: errori: © 
tra effi fapea bhaverne de memici. 
Cono/cendo ancor che s altramente ha- 
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veffe fatto, per effer quella donna 
nobilifima, 5 ad un nobilifimo Si- 
gnor maritata, potea concitarfi tan- 
ti nemict, © talmente, che molto gli 
haurian proluugata, © forfe in tut- 
to tolta la vittoria. Cosi per tante 
cause, di tanta importantia, sa- 
flenne da un leggsero, 5 dannofo ap- 
petito, moftrando continéntia, © una 
liberate integrita; la quale (come fi 
fcrive) gli diede tutte gle dnimi di 
que popult, gli valfe uw altro ef- 
fercito ad efpugnar con bentvoléntia 
z cort, che forfe per forza d’arme 
fariano ftati inefpuguabil:.. Sz che 
quefio pit tofto un firatagema mili- 
tare dir ft porrta, che pura conti- 
néntia: Avenga ancora che la fama 
di quefio non fia molto fincera; per- 
che alcuni {crittori d’autorita affér- 
mano quefia giévane effer ftata da 
Sczpione giduta in amorofe delicie: 
ma dt quello che vi dico 10, dubbio 
alcuno non é. 
‘Diffe it Frigio, Dovete haverto 
trovato ne gli Evangélit. Io freffo 
ho veduto, rifpofe M. Céfare; & 
perd who molto maggior certezza, 
che non potete haver, née voi, né al- 
trt, che Alcibiade fi levaffe dal letto 
di Sécrate, non altrimenti, che fe 
facciano i figlinol: dal letto de it Pa- 
ari: che pur ftrano loco, & tempo 
era il letto, & la notte, per contem- 
plér quella pura bellezza, la qual 
jt dice che amava Socrate fenza al- 
cun defidério difbonefio; maffimamén- 
te amando pid la bellezza dell dui- 
mo, che del corpo; ma ne i fanciulli, 
e non ne vecthi, ancir che fiano pid 
fio. Et certo non fi potea gid 
trovar miglior efémpio, per laudar 
ba continéntia de glhuémini, che 
quello di Xenocrate; che effendo ver- 
Sato 
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ITT. 307 
who was of the firft Quality, and marti. 
ed to a Man equal to her, this might 
have drawn upon him fo many Enemies, 
as would have retarded, and perhaps en- 
tirely prevented that Victory. For all 
thefe important Reafons he abftain’d from 
a light yet dangerous Appetite, to let the 
World fee his Continency and Integrity; 
which gained him (as it is written) the 
Hearts of the People, and was equivalent 
to another Army, to vanquifh with Be- 
nevolence thofe Hearts, which perhaps 
by force of Arms had been invincible. 
So that it ought rather to be reckon’d a 
military Stratagem than real Continency: 
Tho’ what Fame has handed about, that 
Action is not unfufpected ,; for fome Au- 
thors of Authority affirm, that the young 
Lady had been enjoyed by Scipio: But as 
to the Facts, which I have related, they 
cannot be doubted. 


Perhaps then, faid Frigius, you have 
met with them in the Gofpels. Iam an 
ocular Witnefs of them, reply’d Cefar ; 
and therefore am more certain of their 
being real, than you or any befides can 
be that Alcibiades. rofe from Socrates’s 
Bed, asChildren do that lie with their Fa- 
thers: For certainly the Bed was an odd 
Place, and the Night an odd Time to ad- 
mire the Beauty of a Perfon, as Socrates, 
if Fame be true, did without any lafcivi- 
ous Defire; he might be pleas’d as much 
as he would, with the Beauty of the Mind 
more than of the Body; yet he found 
Boys more agreeable than old Men, tho’ 
the Minds of thefe are more fraught with 
Wifdom. But certainly there could never 
have been inftanced a nobler Example of 
Mens Continency, than that of Xeno- 

Rorr2 crates, 

















bia d oee-e ernledel eng 














































368 The COURTIER. 
crates, a Man wedded to his Study, fato ne gli fiudii, aftretto, obliga. 


and obliged to be virtuous by his Profef- 
fion, which was that of Philofophy, and 
that confifts more in found Morals than in 
Precepts: Befides when he was grown de- 
crepit with Years, when all re natural 
Vigour was fpent, and when every Sign 

vitichea\ ation digpreacd. he then ab- 
aa d from a common Woman; whofe 
very Character-might give him an Aver- 
fion to her.» I fhould have thought him 
more continent, if his other Actions had 
fhew’d him to be fuch, efpecially if he had 
more abftain’d from Wine, which Men 
of his Years love better, than the Plea- 
fures of Venus. Butto fhew what a con- 
tinent Man he was, Authors tell us, that 
he was given to hard drinking : and what 
is there, that fo much fhews an old Man 
incontinent as Drunkennefs? And if the 
refraining from the Exercifes of Venus.at 
an Age which is naturally impotent and 
cold, is thought fo meritorious; how 
much more, whena frefh young Girl does 
fo, as the two were, which I mention’d? 
The one laid fuch a hard Reftraint upon 
all her Senfes, that fhe not only deny’d 
her Eyes the Liberty of a Look; but alfo 
banifh’d from her Heart every kind 
Thought; tho’ nothing was dearer, to 
her than the Object of both. The other 
paffionately fond, and often folded in the 
Arms of him whom fhe lov’d.above all 


others fo ftruggled both againft herfelf 


and again{ft him, as to conquer thofe 
warm Defires, which many wife Men 
have been and are {till conquer’d by. 


Gafpar don’t you by this Time, and as 
the Cafe ftands, think that the Authors, 
who record the Name of Xenocrates and 
his great Continency, might be afham’d 
of it? For cou’d the Truth be known, [ 

would 


to dalla profeffion fua, che é la Fi- 
bofifia, la guale confifie né buons 
cofiumi, 5 non nelle parole: vecchio, 
efaujto del vigor naturale, non po- 
tendo, née moftrando fegno di Pty Gre, 
Saftenne da una fémir 1a publica; la 
quale per quefio nome filo potea ve 
nirglt a fafitdio. Pin crederei ve 
foffe flato continente, fe qualche fe- 
gno dt refepTnng haveffe. dimofirato, 
fo) in tal términe ufato la continén- 
tia, 0 vero afte nutofi da G quello, che 
z vecchi pitt desiderano, the le bat- 
taglte dz Venere, cioe dal vine. 
Ma per comprobar ben la continén- 
tia fenile, fcriveft, che di quefio era 
pieno © grave: © gual cofa dir fe 
pus pit aliena dalla continéntia d’un 
vecchio, che la ebrieta? Et fe la 
eines dees cofe Venéree in quella 
pisra, © fredda eta mérita tanta 
laude; quanta ne deve meritar is 
una ténera gidvane, come guelle due, 
di chi dianzi vho detto? Delle 
quali Luna imponendo durifime leg- 
gi atutte t fenfi fuori, non folamente 
ad gli occhi negava la fua luce, ma 
toglieva al core ques penfert, che fo- 
le lungamente érano flati dolctfimo 
cibo per tenerlo in vita. L’altra 
ardente innamorata,ritrovandofi tan- 
te volte fola nelle braccia di quelo, 
che pid affaiy che tuttol refto del 
mondo amava, contra sé flefa, 
contra colit, piney es che. sé fief{a le 
era caro, comb atten a UVinCea quello 
ardente defidéri e [peffo ha vin- 
Act & Vince iat i fivii hudmini. 

Non vi pare hora Signor Gafpa- 
ro, che dovéffino tf rittors Ver go- 
gnarft di. far memoria di Xenocrate 
in quefto cafo, 5 chiamarlo per con- 
tinente? Che chi poteffe fapére, io 
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mettere: pegno che effo tutto quella 
notte fino ab giorno feguente ad hora 
di definare, dori? come morto, fe- 
ulto mel vino: ne mai per ftroppic- 
ciar che gli faceffe quella fémina, 
pote aprix ght occhi, come fe fuffe 
fiato allopiato. 

Quivi rifero tutti gh hudémini 
donne; © la Signora Emilia pir ri- 
dendo, Veramente, diffe, 8. Gafpa- 
70, fe vor penfate un poco meglio, 
credo che trovarete ancor qualche al- 
tro bello efémpio di continéutia, st- 
mile a quefto. 

Rifpofe M. Céfare, Non v2. par 
Stgnora, che bello efémpio di conti- 
néntia fia quell’altro, che egli ha al- 
legato dtPericle? Maravigliomi ben 
chel non habbia ancor ricordato la 
continéntia, quel bel detto, che fi 
ferive dt colui, a chi unaDonna do- 
mando troppo gran prezzo per una 
notte; © efo gh rifpofe, Che non 
comprava cost caro ib pentir fr. 

Kidéafi tuttavia, § M. Céfare 
bavendo alguanto taciuto, 8. Gafpa- 
70, diffe, perdouatemi sio dico il 
vero; perchée in fomma qguefie fono 
Le miracolofe continéntie, che di sé 
fle fertvono gli huémini, accufando 
per incontinentz le Donne; nelle qua- 
l2,0gni di fi véggono infiniti fegni di 
contiméntia, Che certo fe ben confr- 
derate, non & Rocca-tanto ne fpugna- 
bile, ne cost ben difefa, che effendo 
combattuta con la milléfima parte 
delle machine XS insidie, che per ef 
pugnar il. conflante dnimo d’una 
‘Douna sadéprano, non fe rendeffe al 
primo affalto. Quanti creati da Si- 
guort, S da effi fatti ricchi, & po- 
fit in grandiffima eftimatione, ha- 
vendo nelle mani le lor fortezze, © 
nocche, onde dependeva tutto’l ftato, 
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would lay a Wager, that he went that 
Night dead drunk to Bed, and flept with- 
out waking till the next Morning: So 
that what Arts foever the Woman try’d; 
he could no more open his Eyes, than if 
he had -fwallow’d a Dofe of Opium. 


Here all the Gentlemen and Ladies 
burft out a laughing; and. Emilia turning 
towards Gafpar, I believe, faid fhe, if 
you give your felf Time to think, you 
may {till find other Inftances of Continen- 
cy like this. 


Madam, anfwer’d Cefar, don’t you 
think that a very fine one, which he gave 
us concerning Pericles? I wonder he did 
not mention, asa Specimen of his Conti- 


nency, the Anfwer he return’d a Lady of 


Pleafure, who afk’d an unconfcionable 
Price for a Night’s Lodging, viz. That 
he did not love to buy Repentance at fo 
dear a Rate. 


All this while the Company continu’d 
laughing, and: Cefar having for fome 
Time.heldshis Tongue, Gafpar, he faid, 
you'll excufe me for fpeaking the Truth ; 
for in fhort, fuch furprizing Stories 
of Continency as thefe, Men write 
of themfelves; but to the Women 
they will allow no Share in that Virtue; 
tho’ every Day affords Proofs without 
Number: of their Obfervance of it. If 
you rightly confider, there is no Caftle fo 
impregnable, or well guarded, that can 
hold out againft the thoufandth Part of 
thofe Engines and Stratagems, -which are 
employ’d to batter the conftant Mind ot 
a: Woman, that would-not furrender at 
the firft Affault. How many are there, 
who enjoy Honours, Riches and all other 
Marks of Favour, which their,Prince carr 
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fhew them; ‘yet after all are fo regardlefs 


of Shame and of the Name of Traytors, 
as for the Sake of Lucre bafely to 
betray the Fortrefles and Places of 
Strength under their Command, on which 
their Country, and the Lives and For- 
tunes of their Fellow-Citizens depend? 
I with at this Time there were fewer 
Guilty of fuch Praétices, and that we 
cou’d as eafily find Men, who have a Re- 
gard for Juftice, as we can thofe, who 
are deficient in it. Are there not every 


‘Day for the Sake of Money, Murders com- 


mitted by Land, and Pyracies by Sea? 
How many Prelates expofe to Sale the 


‘Offices of the Church? How many Law- 


yers forge Wills? And how many Perju- 
ries, and falfe Atteftatiens are they guilty 
of for the Sake of Money? How many 
Phyficians are alfo corrupted by it to 
fend their Patients out of the World? 
Laftly how many Men for the Fear of 
Death commit the greateft Villanies ima- 
ginable? Yet there are eften found among 
the foft and weak Sex, thofe who refift 
every Temptation of this kind, and who 
rather chufe to die, than do a foul 
Action. 


To this Gafpar anfwering, Czefar, faid 
he, I don’t think that this Age produces 
any fuch Women. 

I thal] not, reply’d Cefar, go back to 
‘the Women of ancient Times. One may 
at this prefent find enough, who in the 


Cafes mention’d make no Account of 


Death. I this Moment call to Mind, 
that when Capua was plunder’d by the 
French (which is not fo long fince, but 
you muft remember it) a beautiful young 
Lady of that Town fell into the Hands 
of fome Guafcoignes, who haul’d her 

from 
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& Ja vita, 5 ogni ben loro, fenza 
vergogua, 0 cura defer chiamati 
traditori, le hanno perfidaménte per 
avarttia date a chi nom dovéano? 
Et Dio voleffe, che @ di nofiri dz 
guefiz tali foffe tanta carefita, che 
non havéfimo molto maggior fatica, 
a ritrovar gualch’uno, che im tal ca- 
fobabbia fatto quello, che dovea, che 
nominar quelli, che hanno mancato. 
Non vedemo noi tant altri, che van- 
no ogni di amazzando bhudmint per 
le felve, & fcorrendo per mare, fo- 
lamente per rubbar denari? Quanti 
Prelati véndono le cofe della Chiefa 
di Dio? Quanti Furifconfulti falst- 
ficano teftamenti? Quanti periuriu 
fanno? Quanti falft teftiménit, fola- 
mente per baver, denari? Quant: 
Médici avelénano gl infermi per tal 
caufa? Quanti por per patra della 
morte fanno cofe viliffime? pur a 
tutte quefte cost efficaci, dure bat- 
taglie fpeffo refifte una ténera § de- 
licata gidvane; che molte fonoft tro- 
vate, le qgualt hanno eletto la morte 


pid prefto, che perder Vhonefta. 


Allbora il Signor Gafparo, Que- 
fe, diffe, Meffer Cefare, credo che 
non stano al mondo hoggidi. 

Rifpofe Meffer Céfare, Io non vo- 

lio bora allegarvi le antiche. ‘Dé- 
covi ben guefto, che molte fi trova- 
yiano, 8 trévanft, che im tal cafo 
non ficuran di morire. Et hor woc- 
corre nell’ animo, che quando Capua 
fi faccheggiata da Franceft (che an- 
céra non é tanto tempo, che vor nol 
poffiate molto ben bavere a meméria) 
una bella giévane gentildonna Ca- 
puana, effendo condotta fuor dt cafa 
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fia, dove era flata prefa da una 
compagnia diGuafconi; guando giun- 
fe al frume, che paffa per Capua, 
pinfe volerfi attaccare una fearpa, 
tanto che colut, che la menava, un 
poco la lafcio,  effa fibito fi gittd 
nel fiume. 

Che direte vor d’una Contadinel- 
la, che non molti mefi fa, a Gazuo- 
lo in Mantoana, effendo ita con una 
{ua forella a raccorre fpiche ne cam- 
pt, vinta dalla fete, entrd in una 
cafa per ber delV’acqua; dove il pa- 
tron della cafa, che gidvane era, ve- 
déndola affat bella & fola, préfala 
im braccio, prima con buone parole, 
pot con minaccie cercd d’indurla a 
far t fuor pracéri: & contraftando 
efja fempre pid oftinatamente; in u- 
timo con molte battiture, & per for- 
za la vinfe Effa cosi feapighata, 
& piangendo, ritornd nel campo alla 
forella, né mat, per molto ch ella le 
facefje inflantia, dir volfe che dif 
piactre bhavefe ricevuto in quella 
cafa: ma tuttavta caminando verfo 
Lalbergo; © moftrando di racche- 
tarfi a poco a poco, &§ parlar fenza 
perturbatione alcuna, le diede certe 
commiffiont. Pot giunta che fi fo- 
pra Ogho, che é i. fiume, che paffa 
@ canto Gazuolo, allontanatafi un 
poco dalla forella, la quale non fa- 

_péa, ne imagmava cid ch ella fi vo- 
beffe fare, fubito vi: ft gittd dentro. 
La forella dolente, & piangendo L- 
andava fecondando, quanto pin po- 
téa, lungo la riva del fiume, che af- 
fat velocemente la portava all’in- 
gin: Et ogni volta che la mefchina 
rijurgeva fipra Lacqua, la forella 
le gittava una corda che feco have- 
va recata, per legar le fpiche: & 
Genche la.corda pit d’una volta Le 
perver 


from her Houfe, and forc’d her to go 
along with them: When they éame to the 
River, which runs thro’ the City, fhe pre- 
tended to-tie up her Shoe, and he who 
had hold of her giving her Leave to do 
it, fhe that Moment threw herfelf into the 
River. 

What think you of a Country young 
Woman, who, not many Months ago, 
at Garuolo in the Diftri@ of Mantua, 
gleaning in the Field with her Sifter, was 
fo parched with Thirft that fhe went into 
a Houfe to get fome Water to drink; the 
Mafter of the Houfe being young; and 
finding her handfome and alone, got 
her into his Arms, and firft with good: 
Words, then with Threats try’d to ob- 
tain his luftful Defires of her: She ftrug- 
gled as long as fhe was able; but at length 
weary’d with Blows, and finding him too: 
{trong for her, fhe was forc’d to comply. 
‘When fhe came back to the Field, her 
Sifter feeing the Diforder fhe was in, and 
the Tears trickling down her Face, prefs’d 
her to declare what ill Treatment fhe had: 
met with in that Houfe: But without giv- 


ing her any Anfwer, fhe made the beft of * 


her Way. homewards; then fomewhat: 
compofing her felf and fpeaking more- 
calmly, fhe defir’d her to do fome Mef-- 
fages for her. As foon as they were near: 
the Oglio, which is the River that runs by 
Gazuolo, fhe left her Sifter, and without 
giving her any Notice or Sufpicion of her 
Defign, at once flung herfelfinto ir. The 
Sifter as long as fhe was able with doleful’ 
Shrieks and Cries ran along the Bank after~ 
her, and endeavour’d to keep Pace with: 
the Stream, which was very rapid: Every: 
Time that her Sifter appear’d above 
Water, fhe threw her the Cord, which 
fhe had: for binding up the Corn: And’ 
the.’ 
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tho’ it often:reached her, for fhe was yet 
near enough the Bank to get hold of it; 
yet the conftant Youth very deliberately 
refus’d it, and pufh’d it from her: And 
thus fhunning all Affiftance to fave her 
Life, by her own free Choice was pre- 
fently drown’d. Neither was fhe prompt- 
ed hereto by Noblenefs of Blood, or by 
the Fear of a more cruel Death, or by a 
Senfe of Infamy; but by the real Lofs it- 
felf of-her Virgin Treafure. 

From hence you may infer, how many 
other Women do Actions moft worthy of 
our Remembrance, which are bury’d in 
Silence: For tho’ ’tis fo little a while 
fince fhe gave this noble Proof of her 
Virtue ; yet the World neither fpeaks of 
her, nor fo much as knows her Name. 
But if the Bifhop of Mantua, Uncle of 
eur Duchefs had not died about that 
Time; that Bank of the Oglio, into 
which fhe threw herfelf, had now been 
graced with a noble Monument, in Me- 
mory of fo glorious a Souls which de- 
ferved fo much the more a bright and 
lafting Fame after Death, as that it lived 
in an ignoble Body. 

Here Ceefar paufing a little, thus re- 
fum’d his Difcourfe: There happen’d 
lately in Rome an Adventure of this kind: 
A beautiful and young Roman Lady, tho’ 
for a long Time follow’d by one, who 
made great Proteftations of Love, never 
favourd him with fo much asa Look: At 
laft he found means with Money, to cor- 
rupt her Woman; who, in hopes to fin- 
ger more of his Gold, one Day which 
was not aFeftival, perfuaded her Mittrifs 
to vifit St. Sebaftian’s Church. In the 
mean Time having given ‘the Lover no- 


tice, and inftructing him what to do, fhe 


7 


led her Lady into one of thole dark 


perveniffe-alle mani, perche par eva 
ancir vicina alla ripa, la coftante 
deliberata fanciulla fempre la rifiu- 
tava, §§ dilungava da sé: © cof 
fuggendo ogni foccorfo, che dar le po- 
tea vita, in poco {patio hebbe la mor- 
te. Ne fa quefta moffa dalla nobzt- 
ta di fangue, ne da patra ai pin 
crudel morte, 0 d’infamia, ma fola- 
mente dal dolore della perdita vir- 
ginita. 

Hor di qui potete compréndere, 
guante altre Donne facctano atti de- 
gnifimi di memoria, che non fi [an- 
no: Poi che havendo quefta tré di 
fino (fe pud dir) fatto un tanto te- 
fieméonio della jua virti#, non ft parla 
di lei, né pir fe ne fa 1 nome. Ma 
fe non fopragiungea m guel tempo la 
morte del Véfcovo di Mantua, 210 
della Signora Ducheffa nofira; ben 
faria adeffo, quella ripa dt Ogho net 
loco, onde ella fi gittd, ornata aun 
belliffimo fepulcro, per memoria at co- 
st gloriofa anima ; che meritava tan- 
to pit chiara fama dopo la morte, 

uanto in men nobil corpo, vivendo, 
eva habitata. 

Quivi fece Meffer Céfare un poco 
di paufa, pot foggeunfe- A miei di 
ancéra in Roma intervenne un fimil 
cafo: © fu che una bella, 5 nobit 
gidvane Romana, effendo lungamente 
feguitata da uno, che molto mofirava 
amarla, non volfe mat, non che a’al- 
tro, ma aun feuardo folo comptatér- 
cli: di modo che coftus per forza dt 
enari corruppe una fua fante; la 
guale, a fiderofa ai fatisfarlo per 
occarne pitt denari, perfuafe alla 
patrona, ‘he un certo gl0rno , HON 
molto celebrato, a da (le a vifitar la 
chiefa di Santo Sebaftiano. Et ha- 
vendo il tutto fatto inténdere alla- 


Grotto’s, 
os ate mantey 
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miante, °5 mofiratogl: cio che far do- 
véa, conduffe la gidvane in una di 
guelle grotte ofcure, che foglion vift- 
tar quafi tutte quet, che vannoa S. 
Sebaftiano: 5 in quefta tacitamente 
sera nafcofio prima tL gidvane; il 
quale ritrovandyf filo con quella 
che amava tanto, cominciod con tutti 
z modt a pregarla pia dolcemente 
che feppe, che voleffe havergli com- 
paffione, S mutar la fua paffata du- 
TEZBA in amore: md pot che vidde 
tutt, t prieghi effer vani, fi volfe al- 
le minaccie; non giovando ancora a 
guefte, comincio a batterla fleramen- 
te. In ultimo effendo in ferma dif- 
potion d’ottenér Pintento fuo, fe 
non altrimenti, per forza. Et inci 
operando tw foccorfo della malvaggia 
fémina, che gquivi Vhavea condot- 
ta, mai non pote tanto fare che effa 
confentiffe: anzt © con parole, & 
com fatti, benche poche forze havef- 
Je, la mefchina givvane fi defende- 
va, quanto le era pofstbile: Di mo- 
do che tra per bo fdegno conceputo, 
vedéndoft non poter ottener guello 
che voleva, tra per la paura, che 
non forfe t parentz di lei, fe rifa- 
péano la cofa, ne gli facéffino portar 
la pena, quefio fcelerato, aiutato dal- 
la fante, la qual del medéfimo dubt- 
tava, affogo la mal’ aveuturata gid- 
wane,  quivi la laftio. Et fuggteofi 
procurod di non effer trovato, 1 





la 
i 


2 
fivata 


ua, con grandiffimo honore fi levate 
di quells grotta, & portato alla {e- 
pultura in Roma, con una corona in 
tefla di lauro, acctompagnata da un 
nimero 


TCU 


Grotto’s, which are commonly vifited in 
that Church: There the young Man fe- 
cretly enter’d before her; and when he 
found himfelf alone with the Object of his 
Withes, began with all the fofteft Ex- 
preffions and amorous Rhetorick he was 
Matter of, to intreat her to take Com- 
paffion of his Sufferings, and change her 
former Rigours into Love: But when he 
found that. all his Prayers were in vain, 
he proceeded to Threats ; and fucceeding 
no better with thefe, he began in a very 
rough manner to beat her. He ftill pur- 
fued his beaftly Ends, which, either by 
fair Means or foul, he refolved to obtain. 
But though that wicked Woman, the 
Contriver of all this Mifchief, was there 
in his Affiftance, yet for all this he could 
never make her yield: On the contrary, 
weak as fhe was, both with her Hands 
and Tongue, fhe defended her felf to her 
utmoft Power: So that through Spite 
and Rage, when he faw he could not have 
hisWill, and for Fear left the whole fhould 
reach her Relations Ears, and they feek a 


juft Revenge, this abandon’d Wretch, 


with the Affiftance of her wicked Wo- 
man, ftrangled this unhappy Lady, and 
there left her. As for him he fled for ic, 
and could never be heard of. But the 
Maid, whofe Guilt would not let her fly, 
was apprehended upon Sufpicion, and 
confeffing the whole Fa&, received the 
Punifhment which fhe deferv’d. The 
Body “of: this refolute and noble Lady, 
was with great Solemnity removed from 
the Grotto, and carried to be interr’d in 
Rome, with a Crown of Lawrel on her 
Head, attended with an infinite Number 
of both Sexes: Neither was there any 
prefent at it, who did not fhed fome 
Tears, And thus, in Confideration of 


Si her 


ooh, 
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her rare Conftancy, fhe was at once la- mumero injpinito a’ huémini, & di done 


ye: Tra quali uo fa alcuno, chea 
cafa viportaffe gliocchi fenza lacri- 
me. Et cosi univerfalmente da tut- 
to’l populo fr quella rara anima non 
men pianta, che laudata. 

Ma per parlarvi di quelle, che 
voi freffo conoftete; Nou vi ricorda 
haver intefo, che andand) la Signo- 
va Felice dalla Rovere & Saona; 
dubitando che alcune vele, ches éra- 
no fcoperte, fofero legut di Papa 
Alefandro che la feguitaffero, sap- 
parecchid con ferma deliberatione, fe 
fe accoftavano, che rimedio non 
cannot be imputed to any Levity in her; = Sie dt Sugar ai a 
for you know as well as any Body, with 7% rs quefto non fe se jet planting 
what high Wifdom and Prudence the fin- pelea lo faceffe glee «=r 080% 

S perché voi cosi, come alcum altro, co- 


y of that Lady is adorn’d. 
hank Ag 2 y nofeete ben di quanto ingegno, © 


prudéntia fia accompagnata la fin- 
ular bellezza di quella Signora. 

Nor can I longer refrain a Word or ~ Now poffo pir tacére una parola 
two in Relation to our Lady Duchefs, della Szguora Duchefa nofra, la 
who for fifteen Years together living in guale effendo vivuta guindect aNnt 
Society with her Hufband, likea Widow, z#% compagnta del martto, come ve- 
has not been only conftant in not difclo- doa, non folamente é fata coftante 
fing this to any Perfon in the World di non palefar mai quefto & perfona 
nay, tho’ her Friends prefs’d her to re- del mondo; ma effendo dai fuo1 pro- 
linguifh that Widowhood, fhe rather prii ftimulata ad ufcir di guefla vt- 
chofe to fuffer Banifhment, Poverty, and duita, eleffe pid prefio patir efsilio, 
other Misfortunes, than to embrace a poverta, © oguz altra forte @infeli- 


State, which to the reft of Mankind cita, che accettar quello, che @ tut- 


feems more relifhing and happy. tz gl altri parea gran gratia, &S 
_ profperita di fortuna. 

_ Ceefar was going to fay more on this” Ay /eguitando pur Mefféer Céfare 
Head, but the Duchets interrupted him 5 circa quefto ; diffe la Signora Duchef- 
faying, I defire you to fpeak of fome- fa, Parlate d’altro, © non intrate 
thing elfe, and do not enter upon this, pia in tal propéfito 5 che affai d’ab- 
fince there are more proper Subjects to gre cofe havete che dire. 

be confider’d. 

Iam fure, added Cefar, neither Soggiunfe Meffer Céfare, Sd pur 
Gafpar nor Frigio will deny me this che guefto non mi negherete Signor 
Truth. Gajparo, né voi Frigio. 

No, Now 


mented and admired. 


But to inftance in thofe, whom you your 
elf knew; Do you not remember to 
have heard, that when the Lady Felice 
of Rovere was going to Saona ; fearing 
fome Gallies within Sight had belong’d to 
Pope Alexander, and in Purfuit of her, 
fhe was refolved, if they came up with 
her, and fhe could not get clear of them, 
to throw her felf into the Sea: And this 
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Now gid, rifpofe a Irigi; ma 
ana non fa numero. 
Diffe allhora Meffer Céfare, Vero 
é che quefiz cosi grandi effetti occér- 
vono im poche donne. Pur ancéra 
guelle, che resiftono alle battaghe 
d amore, tutte fono mtracolofe: 
_guelle che talbor reftano vinte, fono 
degne di molta compaffione. Che cer- 
to 2 fitmuls de gli amantz, le arti 
che ufano, i lacct che ténudono fon 
tanti, © cos? continui, che troppo 
mavaviglia €, che una ténera fan- 
ciulla fuggir gle pofa. Qual giorno, 
gual’ bora paffa mat, che quella com- 
battuta gidvane non fia dallo amante 
follicitata con denart, con prefenti, 8 
con tutte quelle cofe, che tmaginar 
Ja, che le habbiano a piacére? A 
gual tempo affacciar mai fi puo alla 
Jineftra, che fempre non ft veda paf- 
far Voftinato amante? Con filéutio 
di parole, ma con gli occhi, che par- 
lano, col vifo afflitto,  languido; 
con quegli accefi fofpiri; fpegfo con 
abondantifjime lacrime. Quando maz 
ji parte di cafa per andar a Chiefa, 
0 ad altro loco, che guefio fempre non 
le fia innanzt, © ad ogut voltar 
di contrada non fe le affront. con 
guella trefta paffion dipinta ne gl oc- 
chi, ehe par che allhora afpetts la 
morte? Lafcio tante attilature, in- 
Veutioni, mottt, imprefes fefte, bat- 
li, giochi, mafthere, giofire, tornia- 
mentt; le guat cofe effa conofce 
tutte effer fatte per sé. La notte 
pot mai rifvegliarfi non fa, che 
non oda mujfica, 0 almen quello 
inguceto fpirito intorno alle mura 
della cafa gittar fofpiri, © wo- 
ct lamentévolt. Se per adventira 
parlar vuole con una delle fie fanti, 
quella gia corrotta per denari, fu- 
bito 


aT 
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No, reply’d Frigio; but one Swallow 
makes no Summer. 

*Tis true, faid Caxfar; fuch Proofs of 
Virtue are but rarely found among their 
Sex. Neverthelefs, thofe Women, who 
triumph over Love, appear very wonder- 
ful: And thofe who happen to be con- 
quer’d by it, are worthy of Compafiion. 
For certainly Lovers are fo indefatigable 
in their Solicitations, and ufe fo many 
Stratagems and Snares, that ’tis a Won- 
der how a tender young Creature can e- 
ver efcape them. What Day, what Hour 
paffes away, that the young Woman thus 
befieged, is not tempted to furrender to 
her Lover, by Money, Prefents, and all 
other Things he imagines pleafe her? 
When can fhe look out ata Window, but 
fhe fees her Gallant pafs by? Silent indeed 
in Words, but with Eyes that talk, and 
with an afflicted and languifhing Counte- 
nance, with ardent Sighs, and very often 
with abundance of Tears. When at any 
Time does fhe go out of Doors, either 
to Church, or any other Place, but he is 
perpetually croffing the Way before hers 
and, like Perfons under the Sentence of 
Death, carrying Sorrow and Defpair paint- 
ed on his Looks? I omit the feveral Equi- 
pages, Inventions, Mottos, Devices, 
Banquets, Balls, Mafquerades, Jufts and 
Turnaments; all which fhe knows are 
defien’d for her. In the Night fhe is a- 
wak’d by Serenades; or, which is worfe, 
by the Sighs and Groans of thofe reftlefs 
Ghofts, who haunt her Houfes. If fhe 
do but fay the leaft Word to her Ser- 
vants, thefe are already brib’d to offer 
her, in Behalf of her Lover, a little Pre- 
fent, a Billet-doux, 4 Copy of Verfes, or 
fomething of this Nature. There they 
inake it their Bufinefs to tell their Mi- 
S12 ftreffes, 
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ftreffes, that the poor Creatures burn for 
her, that they would tofe their Lives to 
( that their Defigns are very 
honourable; and’that they only defire to 


w\ 


be admitted to her Acquaintance. 


der, and Quieting Draughts. A Love 
Intrigue is reprefented to her as a Thing 
of no Confequence: Several hurtful Ex- 
amples of ochers, who do worfe, are fet 
before her: In fhort, the Way is pav’d 
out for her, that fhe has no more Trouble, 
but to fay, I am content. And in cafe 
the poor Creature makes but a litte Refi- 
ftance, they make ufe of fuch and fo ma- 
ny Incitements, and find fuch Means, that 
with continued Application, they remove 
every Obftacle to their Defires. And ma- 
ny there are, who finding their fine Spee- 
ches ineffectual, change them into a dif- 
ferent Language ; threatning to give their 
Hufbands a contrary Character of them 
from what they deferve. Others boldly 
bargain with the Fathers and Husbands. 
who, for Money, or other Confiderations, 
give up their Daughters and Wives againft 
their Wills. Others, by ftrange Philtres 
and Charms, attempt to deftroy that Li- 
berty, which God has planted in the Soul. 
I could not in a thoufand Years enume- 
rate the feveral Stratagems, which Men 
practife to gain the Women. And befides 
all thofe, which Men invent of themfelves, 
there have not been wanting fuch, who 
who have compofed Books, and beftowed 
great Study to teach Men after what man- 
ner Women, in this refpect, may be de- 


luded. 
Now 


bito ha apparecchiato un prefentuz- 
zo, una léttera, um fonetto, 0 tal 
cofa, da darle per parte dello aman- 
te. Et quivi entrando a propofito, 
le fa inténdere, quanto arde quefto 
mefchino, come non cura la propria 
vita, per fervirla,; © come da let 
niuna cofa ricerca men che honefia; 
6 che folamente destdera parlare. 
Quivi a tutte le difficulta fi tro- 
vano rimédit;. chiavi contra fatte, 
feale di corde, fonuifert. La cofa 
fi dipinge di poco momento: dannoft 
efempi di molt altre, che fanuo affat 
peggio: di modo, che ogni cof4 tan- 
to fi fa facile, che effa niuna altra 
fatica ha, che di dire, 10 fon conten- 
ta Et fe par la poverella per un 
tempo refifte, tanti fitmult le agguin- 
gono, tanti modi trévano, che col 
continuo battere rémpono c10 che le 
obfia. Et molti fono, che vedendo le 
blandicie non givargli, fi voltano 
alle minaccie; © dicono volerle pu- 
blicar per quelle che non fono a 2 lor 
martti. Altri pattéggiano ardita- 
ménte co i padri, & fpeffo co 2 ma- 
vitt; &¢ quali per denart, 0 per ba- 
ver favori, danno le proprie fighiuo- 
le, & mogli in preda contra la lor 
voglia. Altri cércano con imcanti, 
&§ malie tor loro quella libertad, che 
Dio all’dnime ha conceffa, di che fi 
vedono mirabil effetti. Ma 10 non 
faprei vidire in millanni tutte Le 
instdie, che éprano gli huémini per 
indar le donne alle lor voglie, che 
fono infinite, Et oltre a quelle, che 
ciafcin per sé fleffo ritrova, non e 
ancora mancato chi habbia ingentofa- 
mente compofto libri, & poftovi ogni 
fiidio per infegnare, di che modo m 
guefio shabbiano ad ingannar le don- 


ne, 
Hor 
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Flor penfate, come da tante reti 
poffano effer fuure quefle femplice 
colombe da cosi dolce efca invitate ¢ 
Et che granu cofa @ adunque, fe una 
Douna veggéndoft tanto amata, © 
adorata moltanni da un bello, né- 
bile & accofiumato gidvane, il quale 
mille volte il giorno fi mette a pert- 
colo della morte per fervirle, née mat 
penfa altro, che di compiacérle: con 
guel continuo battere, che fa Lac- 
gua, che fpezzat durtfimi marmt, 
sinduce finalmente ad amarlo? 
vinta da guefla paffione lo contenta 
di quello, che voi dite, che effa per 
la imbecillita del feffo, naturalmente 
molto pin destdera, che Lamante ? 

Parvi che guefio error fia tanto 
grave, che quella mefchina, che con 
tante lufinghe é flata prefa, non mé 
ritt almen quel perdono, che {peffo a 
gli homictdi, ai ladri, affafsini, & 
traditori, fi concede? Vorrete vot, 
che quefio’ fia vitio tanto enorme, 
che per trovarfi che qualche donna in 
effo incorre, 11 feffo delle donne, deb- 
ba effer fprezzato in tutto, © tenu- 
to univer falmente privo di continén- 
tia? non havendo rifpetto che molte 
fe ne trévano invitifiime, che ai 
continue fitmule d’amore fono ada- 
mantine, 5 falde nella lor infinita 
conflantia, piu che 2 fcogl: all’onde 
del mare ¢ 

Alihor iL 8.Gafparo, efféndofi fer- 
mato Meffer Céfare di parlare, co- 
minciava per rifpondere: ma il S. 
Ottaviano ridendo, Deh per amor di 
Dio, diffe, dategliela vinta, che io 
conofco , che voi farete poco frutto; 
 parmi vedére che vacquiftarete 
now folamente tutte quefle donne per 
mimiche, ma ancora la maggior par- 
te de gli hudmini. 








If, 307, 
Now judge you, how thefe innocent 
Doves can efcape from fo many well-fpread 
Nets, when tempted with fuch delicious 
Baits? And what great Wonder is it then, 
if a Woman, knowing her felf fo much 
beloved and adored, for fo many Years, 
by abeautiful, noble, and well educated 
Youth, who, a thoufand Times a Day, 
ventures his Life toferve her; and thinks 
on nothing elfe, but to do her Pleafure 
if, as the hardeft Marble is penerated by 
the continual Falls of Water, fhe, being 
conquered by fuch continued Paffion, 
yields to what you fpeak of, through the 
Imbecillity of her Sex; being by Nature 
more defirous of it than her Lover? 


Confidering the treacherous Arts made 
ufe of to feduce her, can you think her 
more undeferving of Pardon, than even 
Murderers, Highwaymen, Affaffins, or 
Traytors? Is the Crime fo enormous, that 
if one Woman happens to fall into it, the 
whole Sex muft prefently be condemn’d; 
and, without Exception, declared incon- 
tinent ? Is there no Regard to be had to 
Millions of others, who, againft all the 
Attacks of Love, continue more invinct- 
ble and firm, than the Rocks againft the 
Waves of the Sea? 


Here Cefar ftopping, Gafpar defign’d 
to anfwer him: But I beg of you, faid 
Oé€tavian, fmiling, let him take his van- 
quifhed Lady to himfelf; for I perceive all 
you can fay, will have no Effect; and, as 
far as I can guefs, you will make thefe 
Ladies, and moft of the Gentlemen, your 
Enemies, 
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The Ladies, reply’d Gafpar in a Smile, 
have rather Reafon to thank me; For if 
I had not contradicted Julian and Ceefar, 
they would not have heard fo many Praifes 
which have been faid of them. 


he Praifes, anfwer’d Ceefar, which 
Julian and I have given the Ladies, and 
many more befides, are known to all the 
World; and therefore it was the lefs ne- 
ceflary to mention them. Who knows 
not, that without the Fair Sex, this Life 
of ours can afford no Contentment or Sa- 
tisfaction; which, without them, would 
be rude and unpolifhed, deprived of all 
Sweetnefs, and more favage than that of 
the wildeft Beafts ? Who does not know, 
that the Women raife our Hearts above 
all cowardly and mean Thoughts; and 
above the Difafters and Calamities, which 
often accompany them? Whofoever right- 
ly confiders, cannot but know, that with 
Regard to all noble Inventions, they rather 
whet than blunt the Wits of Men; and 
that efpecially in War, they render them 
daring, and void of Fear. And certainly 
it is impoffible Cowardice fhould ever be 
predominant in that Heart, which has 
once known what it isto be in Love: 
For he wholoves, always defires to make 
himfelf amiable, as much as he can; and 
ever dreads any thing that may make him 
lefs efteemed by her, whofe Efteem he moft 
of all defires ; and would die a thoufand 
Times a Day, to fhew himfelf worthy of 
her Affection. Infomuch, that were an 
Army to be compofed of Lovers, and to 
fight in the Prefence of their Miftreffes, 
they would carry the World before them; 
except the oppofite Army happen’d alfo 
to be compofed of Lovers. Affure your 
felf, that Troy’s holding out ten Years a- 
gaintt 


Rife it Signor Gafparo, & differ 
Anzt ben gran caufa hanno le donne 
di vingratiarms ; per che s'10 non — 
velfs contradctto al S. Magnifico, & 
a M. Céfare, non fi fariano in- 
tefe taute laudi, che effi hanno loro 
date. 

Allbora M.Céfare, Le  Laudt, dif- 


Se, che iL 8. Magnifico, & io havemo 


date alle donne, © ancéra molte al- 
tre, €rano notiffime; pero fon flate 


Superfine. Chi non fa, che fenza le 


donne Sentir nom fi pudcontento, 0 


fatisfattiow alcuna in tutta guefia no- 
fiva vita? laquale fenza effe faria 


riftica, © priva d’ogni dolcezza, 


pin afpera, che quella dell’alpeftre 
fiere? Chinon fa, che le donne fole 


tévano de nofirt cori tutti gli vilt 
 baffi penfiert, gli affanui, te mi- 
ferie, © quelle turbide triflexze, 
che cosi fpeffo loro fouo compagne ¢ 
Et fe vorremo ben conf derar il vé- 
ro, conofcerémo ancéra, the circa la 
cognition delle cofe grandi gon de- 
ferano. geingegni, anzi gh fuéglia- 
no; alla guerra fanno gli hudmi- 
ni fenZza paiva, § arditi fopra mo- 
do. Et certo impofsibil &, che nel 
cor adi huomo, nel gual fia entra- 
to una volta fiamma d amore, Tre- 
gui mat pin vilta: perche cht ama, 
desidera fempre farfi amabile piu 
che pud; © teme fempre non gli in- 
tervenga gualche vergogna, che lo 
. pola far eftimar poco da chi effo de- 
sidera effer eftimato affat; ne cura 
d’andare mille volte iL giorno alla 
morte, per mofirar defer deguo di 
quello amore. ‘Perd chi poteffe far 
unefercito @innamorati, li guah 
combatéffero in prefén wisp delle donne 
da loro amate, vincerta tutto 4 mon- 


do; falvo fe contra quefto im oppo ft 
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Zo non foffe un’aliro efercito, medefi- 
maménte innamorato. Et crediate 
di certo, che Lhaver contraftato Troia 
diect anni atuttaGrécia, non proce- 
dette d’altro, che a alcuni immamo- 
vati, li quali, quando érano per ufcir 
a combattere, Sarmavano in preféen- 
tia delle lor donne; 5 fpeffo effe 
medéfime gli arutavano: © nel par- 
tir dicévano lor qualche parola, che 
gl infiammava, © gli faceva pia che 
hudmini. ‘Potnel combattere fapéa- 
no effer dalle lor donne miratz dalle 
mura, 6 dalle torr; onde loro pa- 
wea che ogni ardir che moftravano, 
ogni prova che facévano, da effe ri- 
portaffe lande; zlche loro era tl mag- 
gir prémio, che baver potéfero al 
mondo. 

Sono moltt, che eftimano la vitto- 
via de i Ré di Spagna Ferrando, & 
Lfabella contra tl Ré di Granata ef- 
fer proceduta gran parte dalle don- 
ne: che i pia delle volte, quando 
afciva Vefército de Spagna per af- 
froutar gl nimici, ufcrva ancor la 
Regina Ifabella com tutte le fue da- 
migelle,  guivi, ritrovavano moltt 
nobile cavalliert innamorati: li qua- 
i fin che giungéano al loco di veder 
gli nimici, fempre andavano parlan- 
do cow le lor donne; pot piglando 
Licéntia ciafcun dalla fua, im pre- 
féntia loro andavano ad incontrar 
gli nimece con quell’ animo feroce, che 
dava loro amore, el defidério di fur 
condfcere alle fue Signore che erano 
fervite da hudmini valoroft. Onde 
motte volte trovaronfi pochtfjimi ca- 
valiert Spagnuoli méttere in fuga, 
© alla morte infinito niimero de’ Mo- 
ri, merce delle gentili & amate don- 
ue. Perd now sd Signir Gafparo 
guat 


Hr aetsehy YL deeeseeesaperer tet Ly 


BOOK Iii. 
















































319 
eainft all Greece, was owing to feveral 
Trojans in Love, whofe Miftrefles were 
their Spe€tators, when they went out to 
Battel, and very often help’d to arm them: 
At parting, they whifper’d fomething in 
their Ear, which inflam’d their Souls, and 
made them more than Men. And when 
they came to engage, they knew they 
were beheld by them from the Walls and 
Towers; for which Reafon they thought 
every gallant Enterprize they undertook, 
was approved by the Fair ; which was to 
them the greateft Reward in the World. 


Many impute, in a great Meafure to 
that Sex, the Victory gained by Ferdinand 
and Ifabel of Spain over the King of Gra- 
nada: For at the fame Time that theSpa- 
nifh Army marched into the Field, the 
Queen alfo put her felf at the Head of 
her Ladies, who had each fome worthy 
Officer at their Devotion: Till they came 
within Sight of the Enemy, they conti- 
nued their Converfation with one another. 
Then every one taking Leave of their 
Miftreffes, who were to be Spectators of 
the Engagement, charg’d the Enemy with: 
all the Bravery, that Love, and the De- 
fire of fignalizing themfelves before the 
Fair, could infpire them with. For this 
Reafon, a {mall Number ofSpaniards has, 
through the Women, often routed and 
deftroyed great Bodies of Moors. So 
that, Gafpar, I cannot conceive your per- 
verfe Notions againft the whole Sex. 
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Are not you fenfible, that whatever 
Exercifes are agreeable, or taking in the 
World, are fo only for the Sake of the 
Women? Who would care to dance, or 
learn all the graceful Mogens of the Bo- 
dy, but to pleafe them? Who has any 

other End than this in making himfelf 

serfeét inMufick? Who would ever write 
Verfes, efpecially in a vulgar Language, 
but to exprefs the Affections raifed by Wo- 
men? Confider what valuable Poems, both 
in Greek and Latin, would the World be 
deprived of, if the Poets had no Value for 
that Sex? And to omit all others, what a 
Lofs fhould we have had, if Francis Pe- 
trarch, whofe Love-Songs in our Lan- 
guage are fo divinely fine. had wholly 
Ahenea himfelf to Latin, as he certainly 
would, if the Love of Laura had not 
been in the Way? I fhall not mention the 
bright ‘Wits now in being, and here pre- 
fent, who every Day Bab ifh fome noble 
Work; and upon no other Subject, than 
the Beauty or the Virtues of Women. 
"Tis remarkable, that Solomon, writing 
upon the moft profound and deep Myfte- 
ries, as the fitteft Garb to. drefs them in, 
invented a paffionate Dialogue between a 
Lover and his Miftrefs: For he could 
find nothing that nearer refembled the Di- 
vine Love, than the Love of the Fair 
Sex. And he made Ufe thereof, to give 
us a Sketch.of the Divine Nature, which 
both by his own Knowle dee, and by a 
pecult iar Grace he had a clearer Percep- 
tion of, than any other Mortal. There- 
fore, Gafpar, there is no need of difpu- 
ting this "Truth, or at leaft in fo many 
Words: For thereby you hinder the men- 
tioning 
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qual perverfo gindicio Vhabbia in- 
dutto ad biafimar le donne. 

Non vedete vot, che di tutti gli 
eferciti gratiofi, © che piaceno al 
mondo, a niuwaltro sha da attri- 
butre la caufa, che alle donne? Chi 
fitidia di danzare, © ballar leggia- 
dramente per altro, che per comp ta- 
cér a donne? Chi intende nella dol- 
cezza della mifica per altra caufa, 
che per gquefla? Chi acompor ver/f, 
almen nella lingua vulgare, fe non 
per efprimere quegh effetti, che dal- 
le donne fono caufati? Penfate di 
quanti nobiliffimi poems Saremmo 
privi, © nella lingua Greca 6 nella 
Latini, fe le donne foffero ftate da 
poets poco eftimate. Md lafciando 
tutti gli altri, non farta grandiffi- 
ma perdita, fe Meffer Francefco Pe- 
trarca, it qual cosi divinamente fcrif- 
fe in gquefla noftra lingua gli amor 
fuot, haveffe volto Lanuimo folamen- 
te alle cofe latine, come haria fatto, 
fe Pamir di Madonna Laura da cio 
non Vhaveffe tal hor defviato? Nou 
Ul némino 2 chiart tngegni, che fono 
hora al mondo, 5 qui prefenti, che 
ogni di paiturtfcono qualche nobil 
frutto, © pur pigliano ubietto fola- 
mente dalle bellezze,  wirta delle 
donne. Vedete che Salomone volendo 
Sertvere mifticamente cofe altiffime, 
© divine, per coprirle d’un gratiofo 
velo, finfe unardente © affettuofo 
dialogo d’uno innamorato cou la fia 
donna; paréndogli non poter trovar 
qua git tra not fimilitidine alcuna 
pia conventei te,  conforme alle co- 
fe divine, che amor verfa le don- 
ne. In tal modo wolfe darci um poco 
as odore di quella divinita, che eff 

S per fciéutia, S per gratia pin 
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che gli altri conoftéa. Perd non 
bifogna Signor Gafparo difputar di 
guefto, 0 almen con tante parole: ma 
vot col contradire alla verita havete 
zmpedtto che non fi stano intefe mill - 
altre cofe belle, © tmportanti circa 
la perfettion della Douna di Palaz- 
20. 

Rifpofe cl Signor Gafparo, Lo cre- 
do che altro non v1 fi poffa dire: pir 
fe a vot pare, chel S. Magnifico non 
Lhabbia adornata a baftanza di buo- 
me condition: , il difetto non é flato 
al fio, ma di chi ha fatto che pin 
virta non stano al mondo; perché 
effo le ha date tutte quelle, che vi 
fono. 
Diffe la Signora Ducheffa, riden- 
do, Hor vedrete, chet S. Magnifico 
pir ancor ne ritwovera qualche al- 
ira. 

Rifpofe iL Magnifico, In véro Si- 
gnora a me par d’haver detto affais 
© guanto per mé contéutomi di que- 
fla mia Donna. Et fe quefti Signo- 
ri non la voglion cosi fatta, ldfinla 
ame. 

Quivi tacendo ognw'uno, diffe M. 
federico, Signor Magnijico per fii- 
mularvi 2 dir qualche altra cofa, 
voglio pur farvi una domanda circa 
quello, che havete voluto, che fia la 
principal profeffione della Donna di 
Palazzo: © é quefla, ch’io desidera 
inténdere, come ella debba interte- 
ner fi circa una particularita, che 
mt par importantiffimo. Che benche 
le eccellenti conditioni da voi attri- 
buttele inc lidino eugegno, fapére, 
giudicio, defterita, modéftia, &S tant’- 
altre virth, per Le quali ella dee ra- 
gionevolménte faper intertenére ogut 
Perfona, & ad ogni propéfito; eftimo 
20 pero, che pit che aleuwaltra cofa 

le 
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tioning of a World of other Matters, that 
concern the Court Lady. 


I believe, anfwer’d Gafpar, that °ti 
not poffible to fay more. And if Julian 
has not yet form’d her fufficiently perfect 
tis not his Fault; but it is becaufe there 
are no more Virtues in the World befide 
thofe, which he has already made her Mi- 
{trefS of, 


pal? 


You fhall fee, faid the Duchefs, that 
Julian can ftill find her fome farther Per- 
fection, 


Madam, I think, reply’d Julian, Ihave 
faid enough; and am fatisfy’d with my 
Court-Lady, as fhe is. Andif fhe is not 
to thefe Gentlemens Tafte; they may 
leave her to me. 


Here every one being filent, Julian, 
faid Frederick, to engage you to fay 
fomething more, I will afk you a Que- 
ftion about one of your main Articles re- 
lating to the Court-Lady: I mean, how 
fhe muft behave in one very material 
Point. For though the rare Accomplifh- 
ments, which you have endowed her 
with, include Wit, Knowledge, Judg- 
ment, Prefence of Mind, Modefty; and 
what ever elfe is neceflary to converfe with 
all Perfons, and upon all Subjetts; yet 
there is nothing, that fhe ought more to 
know, than how to converfe upon Love. 
For as every polite Gentleman ufes the 
noble Exercifes, and Modes of Gallan- 

Tt trys 
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try, already mentioned, as Means to gain 
the Ladies Favour; fo often to the fame 
Purpofe, he makes Words fubfervient ; 
and not only when he wants. to declare 
his Paffion, but when he intends to pay 
a Lady fome extraordinary Honour: For 
by his profeffing Love to her, he fhews 
that he thinks. her worthy of it; and 
that for her Beauty and Merit, every one 
ought to ferve her. I would therefore 
know which is the difcreeteft Way of 
managing in this Cafe 5 particularly, how 
fhe muft anfwer a real, or a falfe Lover: 
whether fhe muft feem not to underftand ; 
whether fhe muft be complying, or the 
contrary; and, in. fhort, how fhe is to 


behave. 


Tis neceflary for her, reply’d Julian; 
to diftinguifh between one, who. pre- 
tends to Love, and one who really loves: 
Which being once learn’d, to confent or 
not to confent: is her-own Bufinefs,. and 
no Body’s elfe, 


Teach her then, faid Frederick,. the 
fafeft and moft certain Rules of knowing 
true Love from falfe; and upon what E- 
vidences fhe may believe the Love pro- 
feffed to her. 


°Tis more than I can do, anfwer’d Ju- 
lian, witha Smile; for Men are now a 
days fo cunning, that they make a thou- 
fand falfe Vows; and very often fhed for- 
ced Tears, when they could laugh with 
all their Hearts. Such ought to be fent 


to the Ifland. of Conftancy, to be under 
the Difcipline of faithful Lovers. But 
for 
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le bifogni faper quello, che appare 


tiene a tragionamenti d amore. ‘Pers 
che, fecondo che ogni gentil Cava- 
Liero ufa, per inftrumento da acquifiar 
gratia di‘Donne, guei nébils eferct= 
tii, attilature, © ber coftumi, che 
havemo nominati; a quefto effetto 
adopra medefimaménte le parole; & 
yon folo, quando é aftretto da paffio- 

ne, ma ancor fpelffo far honore & 

guella Donna, con cut parla: pa- 

réndogli. che’l mofirar dt amarta fia 

un teftiménio, chella ne fia degna; 

che la-bellezza,emeriti {uot sta- 

no tanti, che sforzino ogwuno a fer- 

wirla. ‘Pero vorret fapere, come 

debba quefia Donna, circa tal propo. 

fito, intertenérfi diftretamente, © 

come rifpindere. a chi Lama vera 

mente, GB come a chi ne fa dimoftra- 

tione falfa: & fe dee diffimular @in- 

téndere, 0 corrifpéndere, Orifiuta- 

re; © come governar fi. 

Allbova il Signor Magnifico, Bz- 
fognerta prima, diffe, mfegnarle a. 
conofcer quelli, che fimulan d’ama- 
ve, © quelli, che amano veramente: 
pot del corrifpondere im amore, 0 20, . 
credo che non fi debba pik governar 
per voglia d’altrui, che di sé fieffa. 

Diffe M. Federico, Infegnatele a- 
dungue quaistano i pidcerti © ficu- 
ri fegni per diftéruere Vamor falfo 
dal véro; & di qual tefliménio ella 
fedebba.contentar, per effer ben chia- 
xa dell’amor moftratole. 

Rifpofe, ridendo il Magnifico, Lo 
non lo sd; perchée gli huémini hogge- 
di: fono tanto afiuti, che fanno int 
nite dimoftration falfe; & talhor pian- 
gono, quando hanno ben gran vo- 
glia di ridere. Perd bifignarta man- 
dargli all’Ifola ferma, fotto Varco 
dei leali innamorati. Ma accid che 
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‘guefia mia Donna, della quale a mé 
convien baver particular protettio- 
we, per effer mia creatura, non in- 
corra in queglt errort, chio ho ve- 
duto incérrere molt altre; 10 dtret, 
ch’ella non foffe facile a crédere a’- 
effer amata: née faceffe, como alcune, 
che non folamente non moftrano dt 
won intendere chi lor parla a’ Amore, 
ancora che copertamente; ma alla 
prima parola accéttano tutte le lau- 
di che lor fon date; 0 ver le néga- 
no d'un certo modo, che é pin prefto 
un invitare d’amar quelli, cot quali 
parlano, che ritrarfi. 

Pero la maniera dell intertenérft 
net ragionamenti d’amore, ch’to vo- 
glio che ufi la mia ‘Donna di Palaz- 
20, fara ib rifiutar di creder fem- 
pre, che chi le parla d'amore, lami 
pero: & fe guel gentil huomo fara 
(come pur molti fe ne trévano) pro- 
foutuofo, & che te parle con poco rif- 
petto, effa gli dara tal rifpofta, che’l 
conofcera chiaramente, che le fa dif- 
piacere. Seancor fara difcreto, & 
ufara términi modeftit, 5 parole d’- 
amore copertamente, con quel gentil 
modo, che i0 credo che far¢a it Cor- 
tegiano formato da quefti Signori; la 
Donna mofirera non Vinténdere, e 
tirera le parole ad altro fignificato; 
cercando fempre modeftamente con 
quell ingegno, & prudéntia, che gia 
Ji é detto convenirfele, uftir di guel 
propofito. Se ancor il ragionamento 
fara tale, chella non poffa fimular di 
now inténdere; pighera il tutto co- 
me per burla, moftrando di condfcere, 
che cio fe le dica; pit prefto per ho- 
norarla, che perche cosi fia; eflenu- 
ando 1 mériti fuoi, & attribuendo a 
cortesia di quel gentil’huomo, le lau- 
at, ch’efjo le dara: Etintal modo fr 
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for fear my Woman (who being a Crea 
ture of my own modelling, is more par- 
ticularly under my Care) fhould fall into 
the fame Errors, that many others do, | 
would not have her overforward in be- 
lieving the Men: Neither mutt fhe be 
like fome of her Sex, who readily catch 
at any Intimation of Love, though never 
fo obfcurely made; and either immedi- 
ately liften to the Praifes beftowed on 
them; or exprefs their Diflike of them, 
in fuch a Manner, as rather invites than 
difcourages a Lover. 


Therefore the Rule, which J will have 
my Court-Lady to obferve in Love Con- 
ferences, is, never to believe any Man 
for his fine Speeches: And if it happens 
to to be one over confident of himfelf, 
or not refpectful in his Words, which is 
acommon Fault; fhe fhall then plainly 
let him know, that he is not agreeable 
to her. But if he behaves difcreetly, 
making his Addreffes in that decent and. 
polite Way, that the Courtier is taught 
to do; fhe fhall pretend not to under- 
ftand him, giving his Words a contrary 
Turn; and with all becoming Modefty, 
Wit and Prudence, endeavour to change 
the Subject. If his Pretenfions are fo 
open, that fhe cannot pretend to under- 
{tand them; fhe muft take them as fpo- 
ken in jeft, and confefs, that the Honour 
he does her, is rather the effeCt of his 
good Breeding, than of any Merit in 
her; extenuating at the fame Time her 
own Merits, and attributing thofe Prai- 
fes beftowed on her to an.act of Courte- 
fie: This isthe way'to be thought difcreet, 
and alfoto be fafe from any falfeDefigns. 
Where Love is the Subject of Converfa- 
tion, I would have the Court-Lady thus 
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Julian, faid ipa: you feem to in- 
timate, that all, who profefs Love to 
the Ladies, are hie of Infincerity, and 
intend to delude them; in which Cafe 
your Precepts would be very good: But 
if the Perfon, who makes his ; Addreffes 
to her, is really in Love, and feels that 
Paffion, which fometimes fo tortures the 
Hearts of Men; do younot confider in- 
to what Pain, what Torments and Mife- 
ries you reduce him, if your Woman is 
never to give Credit to his Complaints? 
Are ah his Imprecations, Tears, and 
other Marks of Affection to go for no- 
thing? Julian, let no fuch Notions pof- 
fefs you; for it is teaching them to be 
cruel, over and above what their natural 
Temper prompts them to. 


I fpeak not, reply’d Julian, of thofe, 
who make Love in earneft, but of thofe 
who do it only to divert the Ladies, and 
took upon it as a neceffary Accomplith- 
ment, never to be at a Lofs for Words. 
Whereas real Lovers, as they have a 
burning Heart, fo have they a cool 
Tongue, with broken Talk, and fudden 
Silence : Which perhaps verifies that S: ir 
ing; ** He, who loves much, fpeaks little’ 
But fo various are the reicud of Men, 
that I think it impoffible to lay down 
any certain Rules on this Head. Only I 
would have the Woman to be upon her 
Guard; and always to remember, that it 
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fara tener per difiretas & fara pid 
ficura da gVinganni. Di guefto mo- 
do parmt, che debba intertenérfi la 
Donna di Palazzo circa it ragiona- 
meuti d’amore. 

Allhora M. Federico, Signor Ma- 
guifico diffe, vot ragionate di quefta 
COfa, come che fia neceffaria, che tut- 
ti quellt, che parlano d’ Amore con 
‘Donne, dicano le bugte, © cérchino 
a’ ingannar le ; ; tlche, fe cosi foffe, di- 
rei che 1 vofirt documents filfero buo- 

ma fe guefio Cavalier, che in- 
heceKt. ama veramente,  fente 
quella paffion, che tanto afflige tal- 
hor 2 cori humani; non coufiderate 
VOL in qual pena, im gual calamita, 
€ morte lo ponete, volendo che la 
‘Donna non gle creda mai cofa che 
dica a quefto propdfito? “Dunque z 
feongiuri, le lagrime, e tanti altri 
Segui non débbouo haver forza alcu- 
na?’ Guardate Signor Magnifico, che 
non fi efiimi che oltre alla naturale 
ervudelta, che hanno in sé molte di 
quefte Donne vot ne infegnate loro 
ancora at pit. 

Rifpofe 2 Magnifico, lo ho detto, 
non dt chi ama, ma dt chi intertiene 
con ragionamentt amor oft, nella gual 
cofa una delle pin neceffarie condi- 
tiont &, che mai non manchino parole 
Et glinnamorati vert, come banno 
iL cove ardente, cosi hanno la lingua 
fredda, col parlar votto,  fiubito 
filentio: perd forfe non farza falfa 
_ propofitione il dive, “ Cht ama affai, 
parla poco.” Par di guefto credo 
che nou fi polja dare certarégula, per 
la diver fita det cofiumi de gli bud 
mint. Ne altro dir faprez, fe non 
che la Donna fia ben canta; & fem- 
pre habbia ameméria, che con molto 
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winor pericolo poffon cli huéminz mo- 
firar damare, che le Donne. 

Diffe 11. 8.Gafpar ridendo, Non 
volete vor S. Maguifico, che quefia 
vofira cosi ecceliente Douna, effa an- 
cor amt, almen quando conofte vera- 
mente effer amata? Attefo, che fel 
Cortegzano non foffe redamato, non é 
gia credtbile, che continuaffe inamar 
let: © cost? le manchertano molte 
gratie; © maffimaménte quella fer- 
vith, & riveréntia, con la quale of- 
férvano, e quafi adérano gli amanti 
la virta delle Donne amate. 

Di quefio rifpofe cL Magnt fico non 
la vogtio confighare 10. ‘Dico ben 
che Lamar, combora voi intendete, 
fiimo che convenga folamente alle 
Donne non maritate: perche, giuan- 
do queflo amore nom pud terminare 
in matrimonio, & forza che laDonna 
whabbia fempre quel rimorfo, & ft¢- 
molo, che sha delle cofe illicite; & 
St metta a pertcolo di macular guel- 
la fama d’bonefia, che tanto Vim- 
porta. | 
Rifpofe allbora M. Federico ri- 
dendo, Queflavofira opinione, Signor 
Magnifico, mi par molto aufiéra; 
penfo che Vhabbiate imparata da 
qualche predicator, di quelli, che ri- 
Préndono le donne innamorate de’ fe- 
culari, per haverne effi mighior par- 

e: & parmi che imponiate troppo 
dure leggi alle maritate; perché mol- 
te fe ne trévano, alle qualii maritti 
Senza caufa pértano grandiffimo édio: 
© le offéndono gravamente, talbor 


aimando altre Doune, talhor facendo 


Lovo tutti ¢ difpiacéri, che fanno ima- 
Simare. Alcuue fono da i padri ma- 
vitate per forza a vecchi, infermt, 
Schift, & flomacoft, che le fan vivere 
in continua miféria. Et fe a guefle 

tale: 
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is lefs dangerous for the Men, than for 
the Women, to profefs Love. 

Julian, faid Gafpar, {miling, will not 
you allow, your Court-Lady, when fhe 
is fure of being really lov’d, to love a- 
gain? Efpecially, fince the Courtier would 
hardly continue his Love to: her, if he 
did not know it to be well received : 
Which would be to deprive her of many 
great Advantages; particularly of the 
good Offices and Efteem, which all Lo- 
vers pay their virtuous. Miftreffes, 


In this Particular, anfwer’d Julian, I 
have no Advice to give her. I only fay, 
that Love, in your Senfe, is proper only 
for unmarry’d Ladies: For when Love 
cannot conclude in Matrimony, it gives 
a Woman the fame Remorfe and Sting, 
of Confcience, that other unlawful Paf- 
fions do; and alfo renders her Virtue fut- 


pected, which is a Confideration of the: 


utmoft Confequence. 


Here Frederick with a Smile anfwered, 
Julian, This Opinion of yours is too fe~ 
vere; and I fancy you have taken it from 
thofe Preachers, who reprove them of. 
loving Lay-Perfons, that they may enjoy 
them to themfelves: And, itfeemstome, 
you impofe too hard’ Laws upon the mar- 
ry’d Women; fome of whom their Husbands 
often hate without Caufe; either carrying 
their Affections from: home, or doing all 
the flighting Things they can think of. O- 
thers, their Fathers forcibly marry to old, . 
fickly, peevifh, and humourfome Men, 
who make them live in-continual Mifery.. 
Now, could fuch obtain a Divorce, and* 
be put afunder from: thofe to: whom: 
they are unfortunately join’d,. perhaps 

they 
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they would love no other Men, but their 
Hufbands. But when by fome unhappy 
Influence of their Stars, or by a Contra- 
riety of Tempers, or fome other Acci- 
dent, the Furies of Hell fo poifon the ge- 
nial Bed, which ought to be the Neft of 
Concord and Leve, that it produces’ no- 
thing but Difdain, Jealoufy, and the. pun- 
gent Thorns of Hatred, which torture 
thefe unhappy Souls, thus cruelly bound 
in an indiffoluble Chain till Death; why 
will you not -have-it allowable to that 
Woman to feek after fome Refrefhment 
for fo hard a Scourge ; and blefs another 
with that, which her Hufband not only 
defpifes, but loaths? I own, they who 
are blefs’d with difcreet and fober Huf- 
bands, and are loved by them, ought by 
no means to do them Injury: But they, 
who do not love thofe that love them, 
do an Injury to themfelves. 


On the contrary, reply’d Julian, they 


“wrong themfelves, if they love another 


Man befides their Hufband : yet becaufe 
it frequently happens, that to guard our 
{elves from Love is not in our Power ; 
if a Court-Lady falls into this Misfortune, 
that the Hatred of her Hufband, or the 
Love of another, induces her to love, I 
would have her grant her Lover no more 
than the Mind; and not by Words, er 
Actions, -betray her Paffion for him. 


Here, Robert of Barri fmiling. Juhan, 
faid he, I declare againft this Opinion of 
yours; and believe, that others will do the 
fame. But fince you will have the married 
Women give into this ruftick Way, for 
fo I mutt call it; do you expect the un- 
marry’d 


tali foffe lécito fare il divértio, 
fepararfi da quelli, coqual: fono mal 
congiunte, non faria forfe da compor- 
tar loro che amaffero altri, che'l 
marito. Ma quando, 0 per le fielle 
nemiche, 0 per ta diverfita delle 
compleffioni, 0 per qualche altro ac- 
cidente occorre, che nel letto, che 
dourebbe effer nido di concérdia 
d’ Amore, fparge la matadetta furia 
infernale il feme del fito veneno, che 
poi produce lo fdegno, il fofpetto, § 
le pungenti fpine dell’édto, che tor- 
menta quelle infelict anime legate 
crudelmente nella indiffolubil catena 
infino alla morte; perché non volete 
voi, che a quella fia lécito cercar 
qualche refrigério a cosi duro flagel- 
lo? §§ dar ad altri quello, che dal 
marito non é folamente [prezZzato, ma 
abhorrito? Penfo ben, che quelle, 
che hanno i mariti convenienti, & 
da effi fino amate, non débbano farglz 
ingtiria: ma Valtre non amando cht 

ama loro, fanno ingiuria,a sé fieffe. 
Anzi ase fleffe fanno imgiuria a- 
mando altri, che il martto, rifpofe 
al Magnifico: pir perché molte voi- 
te #1 non amare non € in arbitrio no- 
firo; fe alla Donna di Palazzo oc- 
correra quefto infortinio, che Ldte 
del marito, 6 Vamor d’altri Vinduca 
ad amare, voglio che ella niuna altra 
cofa all amante conceda, eccetto, che 
L’animo; né mai gli faccia dimoftra- 
tion alcuna certa d'amore, ne con pa- 
vole, née con gefti, ne per altro modo, 

talche effo pofja éferne ficuro. 

’ Allbora Meffer Roberto da Barri 
pur ridendo, lo diffe, Signor Magni- 
fico m appello di quefta vofira fentén- 
tia, © penfo che haverd motti com- 
pagni. Ma poi che pir volete im- 
fegnar quefia ruflicita (per dir “ ) 
alle 
























































alle maritate; volete voi che le non 
maritate stano effe antéra cosi cru- 
deli; & difcortefi? che non com- 
piadcciano almen in qualche cofa i 
loro amantié 

Se la mia‘Donna. di Palazzo, riv 
Spofe iL 8. Magnifico,. nou fara mari- 
tata, havendo d’amare; voglio ch’. 
ella ami uno, col quale poffa mari- 
barfi; né riputaro gia errore, chel- 
la gli faccta qualche fegno d’amore. 
Deila qual cofa voghoe infegnarle u- 
na Régola univerfale con poche paro- 
le; accid che ella polfa ancéra con 
poca fatica tenerla a memoria, & 
guefia é: “ Chella faccia tutte le 
“ dimoftrationt. d’amore a chi Lama, 
‘© eccetto quelle, che potéffero indir 
“© nell’animo dell’ amante fperanza 
“* diconfeguir da ler cofa alcuna dif- 
“* honefta.” Et a quefto bifogna mol- 
to avertire ; perché é uno errore, 
dove incérrono infinite “Donue; le 
gualt, per Lordinario niuwaltra cofa 
destderano pit, che Veffer belle: Et 
perche Lhaver molti inuamorati ad 
effe par teftiménzo della lor bellezza, 
méttono ogni. fiddio per. guadagnar- 
ne pit che péfone. Perd fcerro- 
no fpeffo in coftumi poco moderati ; 
 lafciando quella modéfiia tempera- 
ta, che tanto lor ficonviene, ufano 
certt [guards procact.con parole fcu- 
rili, © atti pient dimpudéntia, pa- 
vendo loro, che per quefto stano:ve- 
dute, & udite volentiéri; 5 che-con 
tai modi ft facciano amare; il che é 
falfo: perche le dimofirationi, che fe 
fan loro, nafiono da un’appetito mof- 
So da opinion di facilta,. non. d’a- 
more. 

Perd voglio che la miaDonna di 
Palazzo non con modi difbonefii paia 
guafi.che sofferifca a chi la vuole; 
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marry’d to be.fo cruel and difobliging, 


as never to gratify.a Lover in any: one 
Thing? 


If my Court-Lady, reply’d Julian, is+ 


unmarry’d, and finds her felf inclined to 
Love; I will have her to love a Perfon, 
that fhe can. marry ; and think it no 
Fault in her to give fome Marks of 
her Love. About which, I will teach 
her one general Rule in few Words, and 


eafyto be remember’ds whichis: ** That : 


‘* fhe may give all.the Demontftrations of 
“* Love, that fhe pleafes; except fuch as 
‘© may raife in her Lover any immodeft 
‘¢ Hopes”. ‘This.Caution is the more 
neceflary; becaufe it is a common Fault 
with them, to be paffionately fond of be- 
ing thought handfome. And one of 


their greateft Proofs of it, confifting in-a: 
numerous Train of Lovers; they for that~ 


very Reafon, procure as many of them as 
they can. Hence they pafs the Bounds 
of Decency, not tempering their Beha- 


viour with that Modefty, which becomes - 


their Sex; and imagine that cocquettifh 


Looks, lafcivious Words, and impudent ° 


Signs, make them taken Notice of, and 
efteem’d by the Men; which is falfe: 
For whatever Fondnefs the Men fhew to 
them, -rather proceeds from their believ- 
ing the Conqueft eafy, than from Love... 


Therefore I will’ not have my Court- 
Lady, by any immodeft Airs, to expofe 
her felfto any who will have hers and 

attract, 
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attract, ‘as much as fhe can, the Eyes and 
Will of him wo gazes at her; but ra- 
ther, by her Wit and Modefty, by her 
fweet and graceful Behaviour, raife in 
thofe who fee her, fuch a Love, as 1S 
both due to all amiable Objects, and has 
no difhoneft Ends in view. He, therefore 


who poffeffes the Love of fuch a Woman, 
(1. 


ought to reft fatisfy’d with the fmalleft . 


Tokens of Kindnefs; and to praife one 
favourable Look from her, more than to 
have a ‘thoufand others at his Command. 
To a Lady thus accomplifh’d, I have no- 


thing more to recommend, only to ad- 


amit for her Lover the Courtier, as de- 
{crib’d by thefe Gentlemen; and to make 
him the Object of her Love, which is the 
way to render them both perfect and 


happy. 


Here Julian ending; you cannot, faid 
Gafpar fmiling, complain, that Julian’s 
Lady wants any Accomplifhment becom- 
ing her Station: And for my Part, I own, 
if fuch a one can be found, fhe very juftly 
deferves an equal Efteem with the Cour- 
tier. 


I will be bound, anfwer’d Emilia, to 
produce fuch a one, whenever you pro- 
duce the Courtier. 

It cannot be deny’d, reply’d Robert, 
there have been fome, but Julian’s Lady 
is compleat: Neverthelefs, by thefe laft 
Rules of Love, I think he has made her 
too fevere; and efpecially, when he re- 
quires her by Words and Actions, to give 
her Lover no Hopes 5 but as much as pof- 
fible, to confirm him inDefpair. For as 

every 


% uccelli pin che pud gh occhi, la 
volonta di chi la mira; ma coitmeé- 
Viti, ©§ virtuoft cofiumi fuoz, con la 
venufta, con la gratia, induca nell’- 
animo di chi la vede quell’amor vero 
che fi deve a tutte le cofe amaoil, 
& guel rifpetto, che leva fempre la 
/peranza ai chi penfa a cofa difbone- 
fla. Colui adunque, che fara da tal 
Donna amato, ragionevolménte deu- 
rd contentarfi d’ogni minima dimo- 
firatione;  apprezzar pit da lerun 
falo fzuardo con affetto d'amore, che 
Lefer in tutto Signor d’ogni altra. 
Et io a cosi fatta Donna non faprei 
aggitinger cofa alcuna, fe nom ch’ella 
foffe amata da cosi eccellente Corte- 
giano, come hanno formato quefti Sz- 
gnori; © che effa ancir amaffe lui, 
accio che, & Vuno, & Paltro havef- 
fe totalmente la fua per fettione. 


Havendo infin qui detto it S. Ma- 
gnifico, tacéafi, quando il S.Gafparo 
yidendo, Hor diffe non potrete gia 
dolervi, che il 8. Magnifico non hab- 
bia formato la donna dt ‘Palazzo ec- 
cellentifima: © da mo, fe una tal 
fe ne trova, 10 dico ben, chella mé- 
rita effer eftimata eguale al Corte- 

14N0. 

Rifpofe la S. Emilia, Io m'dblige 
trovarla fempre, che vot trovarete il 
Cortegzano. 

Soggiunfe Meffer Roberto, Vera- 
mente uegar non fi pud, che la Don- 
na formata dal Signor Magnifico non 
fia perfettiffima: nientediméno in 
guefle ultime conditiont appertinentt 
all’amore, parmi pir che effo Vhab- 
bia fatta un pocotroppo auftera; maf- 
fimamente volendo che con le parole, 
gefti, 5 modi fiuor, ella levi in tutto 

la 
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la fperanza allo amantes €§5 lo con. 
fermi pia che ella puo nella difpera- 
tione. Che come ogn’un fa; hi defi- 
actriz humant non fi efténdono a guel- 
le cofe, delle quali non sha gualche 
Speranza. Et benche gia [f stano 
trovate alcuneDonne, le quali forfe 
fuperbe per la bellezza,  valpr Ip- 
70, la prima parola che hanno detta 
ad chi lor ha parlato d’amore, é fia- 
ta, Che non péufino baver mai da lor 
cofa, che végliano; pir con bo afpet- 
to, © le accoglienze fino lor pot fta- 
te un poco pi gratiofe, di modo che 
con gle atti benigni hanno temperato 
tt parte le parole fuperbe. Ma fe 
guefia Douna, & con glt atti, &5 con 
be parole, co i modi leva in tutto 
la fperanza; credo che’l noftro Cor- 
begiano, fe egli fara favio, non L’a- 
mera mai; © cosi effa havera gue- 
fia iumperfettion di trovarf fenza a- 
mante. 

Allbor il S. Magniftco, Non vo- 
&lio, diffe, che la mia Donna di Pa- 
laxza levi la fperanza d’ogni cofa, 
ma delle cofe difbonefte ; le quali sel 
Cortegiano fara tanto cortefe S di- 
Secreto, come L’hanno formato guefiz 
Szguort, non folamente non le {pera- 
ra, ma par non le defiderara. Per. 
che, fe la bellezza, i coftamz, Lin. 
gegno, ta bonta, il fapére, la modeé- 


+ a er ares we 4 VR payee ees 
Jita, © tante atltre virtuofe cond:tio- 
4 


22, the alla Donna havemo date, fa- 
ranno la caufa dell amir del Corte- 
kiano verfo lei, neceffariaménte il 
jin ancéra di quefto amore fara vir- 
tuofo. Et fe la nobilta, il valdr 
nellVarime, nelle léttere, nella mutfa. 
Ca, la gentilezza, Lefer nel parla- 
rey nel converfar pien di tante gra- 
tie, faranno t mezzi, coi guali il 
Cortegiano acquiftara Vamor della 

“ Douna ; 
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every one knows, human Defires, are 


never extended beyond the Bounds of 


Hope. And though there have been 
fome Women, who, perhaps over vain 
of their Beauty and Merit, have, the firft 
Word they fpoke, given thofe, that ad- 
drefs to them on the Subject of Love, to 
underftand, that they fhould never obtai: 
of them what they withed for; yet by 
their Eyes and Manner of Reception they 
feem pleas’d, and confquently temper 
their difdainful Words, with foft and 
confenting Actions. But if your Court- 
Lady muft, neither by Words nor Ac- 
tions, affordany Hopes of proving kind; 
our Courtier, if he is wife, will give him- 
felf no Trouble about her; and thus fhe 
will be deftitute of a Lover. 


I don’t oblige my Court-Lady, an- 
{wer’d Julian, to cut off all Hopes, but 
only fuch as are inconfiftent with Mode- 
fty; which, if the Courtier is as obliging, 
and wife, as thefe Gentlemen made him, 
he will neither hope for, nor defire. For 
if Beauty, good Manners, Wit, Virtue, 
Judgment, Modefty, and all the other Ac- 
plifhments, with which we have adorn’d 
ady, do chiefly move the 
ke her, he can have no De- 
igns, but whatare honourable. Befides, 
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various Defir 


fometimeshappens,t! hata great many, Ww ho, 
ia 


feeing a Woman of fuch grave Beauty, 
that in her walking, ftanding ftill, ufing 


witty Flouts, jefting, or in whatever elle 
fhe does, fote mpers all her Actions, oe 
infpire a certain Vene eration in all thofe 

that pale at her, are fo terrified, as to 
they dare not make any Addrefles to 
her; and drawn rather by Hopes, fix 
alluring 


their Affections on thofe gay and 
Looks, 


- 
i 

. 5 ep eo ge 

Perfons, who in their Words, 

and Geftures, declare a certain languifh- 

ing Paffion, which promifes them that it 


may eafily be converted into Love. 


Some again, in order to be fecure from 
Deceits, love others, who. are free in 
their Looks, Words, and Geftures, and 
without concealing their Thoughts, always 
fay what comes uppermott. There are 
others more nobly minded, who value 
Things according to the pimeniy that 
attends them, and think the fweeteft Vi- 

tory in the World confifts in conquering 


1 


that which to others has beenimpregn: ible; 


foe 
{, 


thefe give themfelveseafily upto love thofe 
Beauties, who: in thicir: Looks, Words, 
fh: ¢ : 
and Mien, fhew more Aufterity than o- 
thers; to prove, that they can fubdue a 
Heart, though never fo obftinate and 
awilli to love. Suchthen, who.ha 
unwilling to love. Such then, who.have 
fo much Confidence in themfelves, as to 


—— 


think they are fecure from being deceiv- 


ed, willingly love certain Ladies, who 
with Sagacity and Art feem to hide in 
\ 


heir Beauty a thoufand Wiles: Or, who 
by 
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Beauty are to be found, fo there are as Donna; bifognera chel fin di quello 
esinMen, Andtherefore it amore fia della qua sete che fono ¢ 


MC BEL y per li quali ad effo fi per- 
viene. Oltre che, fecondo che al 
mondo fi trévano diver fe manicre di 
bellezze, cosi fi trévano ancéra at- 
ver fi defidérit a’ oe nt. Et pero 
int e7 "VIER » che molti vedendo una 
Donna di quella pelle CRA EIOR, che 
andandao, ‘ha a} nao, atric 3s a a0, Late Cr 
zando, 5 facendo cio che af vogli 
témpera fempre talment te tutti 2 mo- 
dt fis0t che induce una certa rive- 
renza a cht la mira; fe IP AVENE AND» 
ne dfano fervirle ; c pti prefto trat- 
ti dalla {peranZa, amano pallet 
ghey & lufinghévolt, tanto doles 
&D ténere; che nelle parole, née gh 
atti, nel mirar moftrano una cer- 
ta paffion languidetta, che promette 
poter facilménte incérrere, © con 
vertinfi im amore 
Alcuni per effer furs da gl’in- 

gaunt, amano certe altre tar eo: libe- 
re, 6 de gli occhi, delle parole, 
€§ de i movimenti, che fan ci0 che 
prima lor viene in Anim, con una 
certa fimplicita, che non nafconde z 
penfier fuoi. Non mancano ancor 
molti altri adnimi generoft, 2% quale 
parendo loro che la virta confifia cir- 
ca le difficult a, § ché troppo dol- 
ce vittéria fia il vincer quello, wri 
ad altrz pare inefpugna bile ip v6l- 


/ 


tano fa cilmente ad amor le be exase 
di pee dor ne, che ora occht, neb- 
le parole, > a modi méftrano pia 
auftera fev verita, che Valtre; ata eet 


f 
te firm: 1205 he valor boro puod sfor- 
zare un’animo oftinato, © indur ad 
amar pei ae voglie ritrofe, 5 ru 
belle d’amore. ‘te ) gue fit Lanto COn- 
fidentz di sé fel pe rche fi téugono 
fecuri. di non lafciarft ingannare , 
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by putting on fcornful Airs, and rarely 


amano ancor volentierz certe donne, 
oe con fagacita, & arte pare che 
ella bellezZ%a cop rano mille afiutie : 
> veramente alcuwaltre, che haxno 
congiuuta con la bellezza una mane 
ra file egnofetta dt poche parole, pocht 
Villy con modo quae d’appr CZLZAr po- 
60 gualungu ye le mirt, 0 le ferva. 
Trév rani pot certi altri, che non deé- 
gnano amar, fe non Donne, che nell’. 
afpetto, ne el par lare, CS 2m tuttz 2 mo- 
vimentt fuor portino tutta la leggza- 
dria, tutte « gentils coftumt, tuttol 
fapére, 6 tutte le gratie unitamente 
cumolate; come un fol for compofto 
di tutte le eccelléntie del mondo. 

Sz che fe la miaDouna di palaz- 
20 havera carefita di gquegli amori 
moffida mala fperanZa; non per que- 
fio reflara fenza amante; perche non 
Le maucheran quet, che faranno moffi 
© dai mériti di lez, e dalla confi- 
déutia del valor di fe fleffi; per to 
guale ft conofceran degni d’éffere da 
Let amatz. 

Meffér Roberto pir contradicéa; 
ma la Signora Ducheffa gli diede il 
Corto; confermando la ragion del St- 
gnor Magutfico. tos sox giunfe, Noz 
non babbiam caufa di dolerci del 8. 
Magnifico; perche wn vero eftimo, 
che la douna di‘Palazzo, da lui for- 
mata, poffa fiar ab paragon del Cor- 
tegiano,  ancir con qualche van- 
taggio: perche le ha imfeguato ad a- 
mare; tLche non ‘han fatto guefle St- 
guori al fuoCortegiano. 

Althora Pinico Aretino, Ben eé 
conventente, diffe, enfegnar alle Don- 
ne lo amore ; perche rare volte bo io 
veduto aleuna, che far lo Sappia ; 
che quale waree tutte accompagnano 
ba lor bellex 23a con la crudelta, &5 
eugratituaime Vverfo quelli, che pia 


jidel- 
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fpeaki ng or f{miling, feem to have little 
Value for their 1 pve Others again 
there are, who as wre abe fuch, who 
otion appear grace- 
ful and ta and be all the Qualifi- 

s and Accomplifhments of the 
like a bce: compofed 


n the World. 


Ae 
uft 


So if my Court-Lady happens to find a 
Scarcity of fuch Lovers, who found their 
Paffion upon fome unlawful Hope; fhe 
will not for all that be without a Lover: 

ecaufe there will be others, who will be 
moved to court her for her Merits, and 
a Confidence in their own Deferts; by 
Means of which they fhall know them- 
felves worthy of her Love. 

Robert of Barri was going to contra- 
di&t him, but the Duchefs prevented 
him; fhewing that he was wrong in his O- 
pinion, and confirming what Julian had 
faid. We have no Reafon, fhe added, 
to find Fault with Julian; For really, I 
think, the Court-Lady, which he has 
form’d, is upon as good a footing as the 
Courtier, nay fomething better: For he 
has taught her the Rules of Love; which 
thefe Gentlemen have not done to their 
Courtier. 

Here Aretine interpofing; *Tis very 
fitting, faid he, to inftructthe Women in 
the Art of Love; for I know but very 
few, who are vers’d init; for, generally 
fpeaking, the moft part of them accom- 
pany their Beauty with Crueltyand Ingra- 


Uw 2 titude 


felal 
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titude towards thofe who moft faithfully 


bj } * Y ie 
ferve them, and who for their high Rank, 
Ty 8. > } | Ta | +" Ste 
rood Breeding, and otnel 4 “alents uftl 
ood Breeding, anc > Ju y 
deferve to have their railion rewarded: 
fi | ar afolrzee 4 
And very orten thro CTNEmMmiecives ay ay 
74 eu a eS 
upon filly and \ ocoundare who ra- 
ther defpife than love tnen n order 
k 
ee ee Sree ae ted aEY on 
to avoid fuch erofs Overiights, perhaps 
ro) Oo i 


7 Ba : ae Sie ie Se ea A elecions em. ek saris 
it would have been well qaone, = ftit 


| 1 } er ar 
have taught them how to make a propel 
5 | 


Lota af him avba dhould. deferve thei 
Choice of him Who Mould Geiclvye eliral 
rebelde kee ee laxine 
4 95 ana tnen tne iv¥ialhl Ok LOV >) 
1 . C A 
ni! 13 W ich 1S not ne¢ ry 1 iCll, at 
J 
th }- t° }, : 
they KNOW Eee BOTS Well Lihoil LELY S95 iS 
1 T * 4 
by my own Experience I can evidence: 
1 


Bar ap Wes San Ste ee dis ste aes me te Dare e 
ror nothing evel Sse eikerf i to love COU 


Charms, that it was out of my Power 
to do otherwife: I wanted neither Art 
nor Mafter; and I fuppofe the Cafe 1s 
the fame with all who love fincerely. 
Whereas the Courtier has more need to 
be taught how to make himfelf be be- 
loved, than how to love. 

Aretine, faid Emilia, be pleas’d to fa- 
vour us with your Thoughts upon this 
Head. 

To whom he thus reply’ d: I think it 
juft to ferve and oblige the Ladies, in 
orc AG to obtain their Favour; but hie 
in they are to be ferv *d and oblig’d, I 


Sieh none fo fit to inform us as i) em- 


lves; for they often defire fuch out of 


fo 
the way Things, as cannot be imagin’ d 
y the Men: nay, fometimes they them- 
] 
| 


{elves know not what they defire. *T is 


bi 


therefore your Bufinefs, Madam, as being 
a Woman, and the moft likely to know 


~ 


what pleafes the Sex, to take the Tafk 


upon yous; which will be of Service to 


the World, 
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haps sk le férvono, © che per no- 
bilta,  gentilezza, © virtd meri- 
caiiee prémi de loro amore: iS 
IP effo pot fi danno tn pre eda ad hudmti- 
Ut mee ‘2occhifimi,  vili, © da poco; 
che non folamente non le amano, 
ma le ddiano P ero per {chifar 
gquefiz cosi eno rm errori, forfe era 
ben ‘1nfeg gnar loro prima itl far elet- 


C— 


tione di chi aciaake effer amato, © 


pot lo amarlo; ib che de oli hudmine 


non € neceffario; che pu er oppo per 
fe fteffi lo fanno , Biome polo effer 
bon teftime ‘einen Varn lo amare a 
me non fi mat tufegnato, fe u0n ad 
la divina bellezza, “9 diviniffime 
coftumi d’una Signora talmente, che 
nell’arbitrio mio non é fiato zl nou 
adorarla: non eo 10 in cid habbta 
havuto bifagno d arte, 0 maefiro al- 

cuno; © credo che) mea finao imter- 
venga ub tu bt i quellt, che amano ve- 

ramente. Pero pit to 0 Z conver- 

ria infeguar ad Co rtegiauo il farft 
amare, che lo amare. 

Allbora la Signora Emilia, Hor 
di quefto adungque vagtonate diffe, Si- 
gnor ‘Unico. 

Rifpofe L’Unico, Parmi che la ra- 
gion vorrebbe, che col fervire, 
compiacer le donne, Sacquifiaffe la 
lor gratia; ma ue ello, di che effe ft 
tengo fervite , © compraciite, cr e- 
do che bifogni oie ‘arlo dalle medé- 
fime Donne: le quali fpeffo defider an 
cofe tanto firane, che non é huomo, 
che Le imagine ffe: 6 alta elfe me- 
défime non fanno 610 che fi deszdert- 
no. Percid é bene che vot Signora, 
che fete donna,  ragionevolmente 
dovete faper quello, che piace alle 
donne, pigliate cites fatica, per far 
al mondo una tanta utilita. 

Allhot 
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fllhor diffe la 8. Emilia, Lo effer 
vot gratifimo univerfalmente alle 
donne, @ bono argumento che fappia- 
te tniti 1 modt, per li quali s’acqui- 
fia la lor gratia; perd é por con- 
ventente, che voi Pinfegniate. 

Signora, rifpofe L*Onico, io non 
fapret dar ricordo pin utile ad uno 
amante, che’l procurar, che voi non 
havefie autorita con quella donna, 
ta gratia della quale effo cercaffe. 
Perche gualche bona conditione, che 
pur é paruto al mondo talbor che in 
me fia, col pia fincero amore, che 
foie mat, non hanno havuto tant 
forza di far ch’10 fuffi amato, quan- 
ta vot di far che fuffi odiato. 

Rifpofe allhor ta 8. Emilia, Si- 
gnor ‘Unico guardimi Dio pir di pen- 
fa", non che operar mai cofa, perche 
fofte odiato; che oltre ch'io farei 
quello, che non debbo, farei eftimata 
dt poco giudicio, textando lo impofit- 
bile. Ma to, pot che voi mi ftimula- 
ze con quefto modo a parlare di quel. 
lo, che piace alle donne, parlerd: & 
fe vi difpiacera, datene la colpa a 
wor fiefo. LEfiimo io adungue, che 
cht ha da effer’ amato, debba AMare 
© effer’ amabile: § che quefie due 
cofe bafiino per acquifiar la gratia 
delle donne. Hor per rifpéndere a 
quello, dt che voi m’accufate; dico 
che ogwun fa, &5 vede, che voi fiete 


amabiliffimo; mache amate cosi fin-- 


ceramente, come dite, ftd 10 affai dub- 
biofa, & forfe anctra gli altri. Per- 
che Lefer vot troppo amabile, ha 
caufato, che flate flato amato da mol- 
te donne. Et f come i gran fiumi 
divifi in pid parti divéngino pteco- 
le rivi: cost ancéra Vamor divi- 
fo in pit, che in un obietto, ha 
poca forza. Ma quefti voftri con- 


Linus 


siaiobate per ee yleied 


Since you are fo univerfally acceptable 
to the Ladies, reply?d Emilia, it is a 
good Argument that you know all the 
Ways by which they are to be won; for 
which Reafon I-think this would better 
become you. 

Madam, he anfwer’d, no better Ac 
vice can I give a Lover, than that he 
fhould not make his Application to any 
Lady, with whom you have any Autho+ 
rity. For, let the World entertain ne- 
ver fo favourable an Opinion of me, and 
let this-Confideration be back’d with the 
fincereft Paffion, that ever Man pro- 
fefyv’d, yet all this has lefs Weight to 
make me be lov’d, than you have to make 
me hated. 

Far be it from: me, Aretine, reply’d 
Emilia, either to think, or to do a Thing; 
that might make you hated; for befides 
the acting contrary to my Duty, it 
would argue a want of Senfe, to aim at 
an Impoffibility. However, fince you 
provoke me after this Manner, to-fhew 
what pleafes the Women, I fhall do it: 
But if you happen to be difappointed of 
your Expectation, you may. thank your 
felf. *Tis my Opinion therefore, thatthe 
Way to gain the Love of our Sex, is to 
love, and to appearagreeable; and thefe 
two Fleads are fufficient to gainthe Love 
of any Woman. Now to anfwer wha 
you lay to my Charge; every one, I 
grant, knows and fees, that’ you are ve- 
ry agreeable; but that you love fo fin- 
cerely, as you pretend, I much doubt; 
and perhaps’ the whole Company does 
the fame. For your being fo agreeable 
as you are, has gain’d you a great many 
Hearts. And as great Rivers, by being 
divided into feveral Channels, at length 
become {mall Brooks: So Love, when 
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divided among feveral Objects, has | ttle 
orno Power. But thefe your continual 
Complaints againft thofe Women, to 


OS 


whom you have made any Addrefles, 
and the charging them with Ingratitude, 
which, confi dering your great M erits, 1S 
} 1 
Ai 


al My ft LY Co 





) Piss ’ 
conceal the Favours and Sek nents you 
have attained in Love, and to afiure 
thofe, who falla Prey to your Amours, 
that you make no Difco eries to their 
SAU ie For which Reafon they 
are well enc ee pleafed, that you fhould 


thus openly fhew a falfe Love to ot hers, 


in order to cover the true one you have 
tae) ely ' Ea Se - 15 2 T adiec 
for them. * if therefore thofe lLaaies, 


whom you now profefs to love, are 
10t fo credulous asyou could with; tis 
becaufe all your artful Defigns in Love 
begin to be difcover’d ; a not be- 
caufe I have done any thing to make you 
hated. 

I won’t endeavour, reply’d Aretine, 
to confute your Words; for as my hard 
Fote will have it, I am not fo foon be- 
Jiev’d, when I fpeak Truth, as you are 


when you do the contrary. 


Aretine, anfwer’d Emilia, confefs inge- 
nuoufly that you never lov’d,as you would 
Otherwife if ‘ 

you really loved, all your Defires would 
be to pleafe the Object of your Love, 


have the World believe: 


and wall the fame thing with her; for 
But your great 
Complaints againft her, as I faid before, 


1 
I 
this is the Law of Love. 


betray fome hidden Defign, or fhew that 
you defire a Thing, which fhe has no In- 


clinaton to. 


On the contrary, reply’d Aretine, I 


rail a7 alexrvawece fhe fan AJ31] ritl 
would h; VC always { ‘ lame W il] W1tn 
~ ' . ' 


L. ne. ae, ee wae ae és ihe C east 
her; which is acertain Proof, I love her 
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tinui lamenti, © accufare in quelle 
donne, che havete ferv ite, la ingra- 
titudine; la qual now € ver isimile’, 
attefo tanti vofiri mériti, é@ una cer- 
ta forte di [ecreteZZas per nafcon- 
der le gratie, t contenti, ow vt 
da voi confeguiti in amore; © (3 aff- 
curar guelle sass che Vamano, 
« che vi ft fon date in preda, che 
10 Le | public hiate. Et pero effe an- 
céra bi conténtano che vot cost aper- 
tamente con altre moftraite amor i fal- 
ft, per coprive i lor veri. Onde, fe 
guelle donne, che voi hora moftrate 
yon fon cosi facil a créder- 
Lo, come vorrefte ; inter viene, per- 
ché quefta vofira arte im amore co- 
mincta # effer conofciuta, non per- 
ché i9 vi faccia odtare. 


Allhor il Signor Onico, Lo diffe, 

non voglto cihneees tentar di con- 

; perché hor- 
mat parm Cost fatale: il non effer cre- 
duto a me ta verita, come Lefer 
creduto a voi la bugia. 

Dite t rin S. Unico, rifpofe la Si- 
gnora Eni ia, che vot now amate co- 
s2 come ven che foffe creduto: 
che fe amafte, tutte Z defidérii vofire 
fartano di compiace 'Y la‘Donna ama- 
ta, €5 voleér quel medéfimo, che effa 
vuole; che guefia é la legge a’amore. 
Ma il voftro tanto dolervt d1 re 
denota qualche tnganno (come ho a 
to) o veramente fa tefieménto , we 
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che voglio 10; che é feguo che non mi 
ama, Secondo la medéfima legge, che 
voi havete allegata, 


Rifpofe la S. Emilia, Quello che 
comincia ada amare, deve wre a C0- 
minciare a compiacére, €8 accommo- 
darfi totalmente alle vogtie del a cofa 
amata; © con quella govern. be 
fi we, far chei i prépr it defideriz 

no fervt, che Lanima fia i ft é Mf 

5 e obediente ancilla. Ne pe n- 
fimat ad altro, che a tran sformar ft, 
fe poffibil foffe, in quella della cofa 
amata, © guefto reputar per faa 
fomma feliita. Perchée cos? fan 
guellt, che dmano veramente. 

Appunto la mia fomma fel ita , 





UF 4 


diffe 14 Signor ‘Unico, farebbe, fe una 
woga fola goveruaffe la fua, & La 
mia anima. A voi fig di farlo, ri- 
Spofe la S. Emilia. 

Allbora Meffer Bern nay anter- 
rompendo, Certo e, di fe, che obi ANA 


ee tutte 2 for Penfieri ; i fo 





fa che @altri gli fia moftrato, in- 
‘dvigza a fervire, && compiacére la 
donna amata. Ma, perci he talhor 
quefle amorévoli fervitn non fon ben 
conofciute; credo, che ae allo ama- 
re & venues fia necefario fare an- 
cra qualche altra dimoftration di 
guefio amore, tanto chiara, che la 
donna non poffa diffimular di cond- 
feere defer amata; mad con tanta 
modéfita per 0, che no; ft pai 24, che fe le 
habbia poi ‘a riveréntia. Et percio 
vot Signora, che havete cominciato 
a@ dir, come Vduima dello amante 
dee effer obediente ancilla alla atma- 
ta, infegnate ancor di gratia guefio 
Secreto, th quale mi pare importa 
Lifima. 
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But what gives me Pain is, that her Will 
is not the ‘aie as mine; which is a Sign 
that fhe does not love me, according to 
the Rules propofed by you. 

He, who once begins to love, an- 


set Paes te 5 ~ s lead 
fwer’d Emilia, muft alfo begin to pleafe 
rs - 1 ate. 3 1 Er? TH 2 
and accommodate himfelf to the Will of 


his Miftrefs, and by that Rule fquare his 
own; and make all his Wifhes, nay even 
his very Soul, an Handmaid to her. In 


fhort, as near as poffible, he muft tranf- 


1 


form himfelf into the Ob ject of his Heart,, 


and think, the acne fo, the greateft 
Hiappinefs that can befal him. This is 
what all fincere Lovers do. 


It would render me compleatly happy, 
faid Aretine, if only one Will were to 
govern both our Souls. That depends 
on you, an{wer’d Emilia, 


Here Bernard interrupting her: °Tis 
certain, faid he, that whofoever loves fin- 
cerely, without a Mafter to fhew him the 
Way, directs all his Thoughts to ferve 
and oblige whom he loves. But becaufe 
thefe amorous Services are often unre- 

garded; I think, that befides loving and 
ferving her, it is- farther neceflary to 
profefs one’s Paffion in fuch. plain 
Terms, that fhe cannot pretend to bea 
Stranger to it 5 but with fo much Mode- 
fly, th at fhe may not think her felf af- 
Bans And therefore ne Madam, 
who have begun to tell us, that the Soul 
of the Maal ought to be ‘iaeia obe- 
dient to his Miftrefs as an Handmaid ; 
be fo kind to explain this Secret,. which 
I think to. be of Confequence.,. 
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If the Lover, faid Cefar fmiling, is fo 
modeft that he cannot fpeak his Mind, 


ntrary, reply’d Emilias if 
he would a ifcreetly, before he reveals 
his P. affion to his Miftrefs, he muft be 
c 


fure that it will give her no Offence. 


Every Woman, faid Gafpar, is fond 
to be courted, though at the fame Time 
they have an Intention not to grant the 


Favour. 


You labour under a wrong Notion, 
reply’d eis I never would advife the 
Courtier to ufe this Method, unlefs he 1s 
fure aoe ind not to be deny’d. 


What muft he do then, faid Gafpar? 
Julian reply’d, Whether you will have him 
write or fpeak, let him do it with fo 
much Modefty and Caution, that the 
Words may firft make Trial of her Incli- 
nation, and fo doubtfully affect her, as 
to leave her at Liberty to fuppofe they 
were not intended for Love; that if he 
perceive any Difficulty, he may have 
room to retreat; and pretend that what 
he writ, fpoke, was with another 
View, that he may enjoy 
Freedoms and Careffes with Safety, which 
the Ladies often allow to fuch as take 


thofe familiar 


them for Expreflions of Friendfhip, but 
refufe when they find them interpreted 
fer Tokens eof Love. 


Hence we find, that they who are over- 
forward, and preiunps uous in their Ad- 
dreffes, as if fome Madnefs poflefs’d them, 
very defervedly are balk’d in their De- 
figns: For it always difpleafes every well 
bred Lady to be fo little efteem’d by one, 

who 
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Rife Mefer Céfare, § diffe, 
lo amante é tanto modefto , che hab- 
bia vergogna di dirglene, fcriva- 
gZliele. 

Soggzunfe la Siguora Emilia, An- 
2&1 fee tanto.difcreto, come convtene, 
prima che lo faccia iuténdere alla 
douna, dévefi afficurar di non offén- 
derla. 

Diffe allbora iL §.Gafparo, A 
tutte le Donne piace leffer pregate 
aamore, ancor che havéffero inten- 
tione di negar guello, che loro fi do- 
manda. 

Rifpofe it Mag. Giuliano, Voi Vine 
gZannate molto: ne 10 configliares ah 
Cortegiano, chufaffe mat guefio tér- 
mine, fe non fuffe ben certo dt non 
haver 7 epulfa. 

E; che cofa deve egli adunque fare, 
diffe iL Signor Gafparo? Soggiun fe il 
Magutfico, Se pur volete fcrtvere, 
0 parlare, fare? con tanta modefiia, 
€ cos? cautai mente, che te parole pri- 
ma téntino Td ‘nimo, &5 tocchino tan- 
to ambiguaménte ba V0 olonta dat lez, 
che Le laff: 10 oa © uno certo éfito 
ai poter fimulare di non condfcere , 
che guet ragionamenti import. 0 a- 
more: accio che fe) trova dificultda, 
pofaritrarfi, 5 mo, firar ‘da’ haver par- 
L l0, 0 fe ritto ad “ltr $- Te iP g0- 
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accoglienze con ficurtd, che fpeljo le 
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Le pigli [7 PLAS aH BLE Z é‘ Zi Ls po L€ UCZANDs 
(uibzto che s'acérgono, che stano rice- 
s 4 Fa a re > > . 
Vule Per atin OfLPaLi0OH GA amore. 
nde quelli, che fon troppo prect- 
p tL Pee ae aventano cost Profontuofa- 
ménte cou certe fi rey © offimations 
y; effo Le pérdono,  meritaménte : 
perche ad ogni nobil Douna, pare 
Sempre di effer poco eftimata, da chi 
fenza 










































fenza vifpetto la ricerca d’amore , 
prima che Uhabbia fervita. Perd 
(fecondo mé) quella via che deve 
pighar il Cortegiano, per far noto 
Lamor fio alla Donna; parmi che 
fa th moftrargliele coi modi pin pre- 
fio, che con le parole. Che vera- 
mente taVbor pin affetto d’amor fi 
conofce in un fofpiro, in un rifpetto, 
an un timore, che in mille parole. 
Pot far che gli occhi stano que’ fidi 
meffaggiert, che portino Vambafcia- 
te del core; perch fpeffo con mag- 
Lior efficacia mofiran quello, che den- 
tvo vt @ dt paffione, che la lingua 
propria, o lettere, 0 altrimefi. “Di 
modo che non folamente fcoprino i 
penfiert, ma fpeffo accéndono amore 
vel cor della perfona amata: perché 
gue vivut fpiritt che éfcono per gh 
occhi, per effer generati preffo al 
core, entrando ancir ne gh occhi, 
dove fouo indrizzati, come faetta al 
Segno, naturalmente penétrano al co- 
re, come a fia flanza; © ivi fi con- 
foudono con quegh altri fpiriti, & 
con quella fottiliffima natura di fan- 
gue, che hanno feco, inféttano il fan- 
gue vicino al core, dove fou perve- 
nutt; © lo rifcaldano, & faunolo a 
sé simile, & atto ad ricévere la im- 
empreffion di quella imagine, che /e- 
co hanuo portata. Onde @ poco a po- 
co andando, © ritornando quefti mef- 
Sgiert, la via per gli occhi al core, 
S riportando Vefea, e'l focile di bel- 
kezza, © di gratia, accéndono col 
vento del defidério quel fuoco, che 
tanto arde, mai non fiifee di con- 
fumare: perche fempre gli apporta- 
#0 materia di fperanza, per uutrir- 
Lo. Perd ben dir fi puo che gli acchi 
Stano guida in amore ; maffimamente, 
fe fono gratiofi, 6 foavi; neri di 
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who without Refpect requires her Love, 
befor he has fpent fome Time in her 
Service. In my Opinion then, the Way 
that a Courtier ought to take to manifeft 
his Lovet to the Lady, fhould rather be by 
Actions than by Words. For, doubtlefs, 
one fingle Sigh, one A& of Refpec or 
Fear, is more expreffive than a thoufand 
Words. Again, he fhould let his Eyes 
be the faithful Meffengers to carry Intel- 
ligence from his Heart; for they often 
more powerfully fhew the inward Paffion 
of it, than either the Tongue or Letters, 
or any other Interpreters. So that they 
difcover not only the Mind, but often 
inflame the Heart of the Perfon beloved. 
For as the animal Spirits, which have 
their Paflage by the Eyes, are generated 
near the Heart; like a well direted Ar- 
row they hit the Eyes againft which they 
are levell’d, and through them penetrate 
the Heart as their proper Center; and 
there mingling themfelves with thofe o- 
ther Spirits, and with thofe moft fubtile 
Particles of Blood which they carry with 
them, infect the Blood near the Heart; 
and infufe into it new Warmth, and 
render it like themfelves, and fit to 
receive the Impreffion of thofe Images 
which are convey’d by them. Thefe 
fame Meffengers infenfibly paffing and 
repafling by the Eyes to the Heart, and 
carrying thither every pleafing Idea of 
Grace and Beauty to foment Love, fan 
and warm the Defire; and by degrees 
kindle it into a Flame never to be ex- 
tinguifh’d: For they ftill continue carry- 
ing frefh Supplies of Hope to her, and 
keep it alive. All which confider’d, the 
Eyes may juftly be called the Guides to 
Love; efpecially when they are attrac- 
tive and grateful, as the foft and fpark- 
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ling black, or the brifk and fmiling gray; 
and when they are fo lively and infinua- 
ting, as to make the Heart itfelf vifible 
through the fame Canals, in which the 
Spirits beforementioned are convey’d. 


The Eyes then lye concealed like a 
Party of Soldiers in Ambufh. If the 
whole Frame of the Body be handfome 
and well proportion’d, it draws and invites 
thofe who fee it a Diftance, to approach 
nearer, which they no fooner do, but 
the Eyes let fly at them with a whole 
Volley of Darts, and by their Magick 
bewitch them; efpecially when they e- 
mit their Rays in a right Line into the 
Eyes of the Object lov’d, and when that 
does the fame: For then the Spirits 
meet, and by their agreeable clafhing 
together, communicate their Natures to 
each other. As an Eye that has a Caft, 
or fome Imperfection, by looking too 
fixedly upon one that ails nothing, 1s 
apt to infect it with its own Infirmity. 
And this feems to me a Way, that the 
Courtier may commonly take to exprefs 
his Love to his Mittrefs. 

Sometimes indeed the Eyes, if not 
artfully govern’d, difcover the amo- 
rous Defires to fome, whom one 
would be willing fhould be leaft ac. 
quainted with them: For through them 
the Flames of Lave break out fo yi- 
fibly, that at the fame Time that the 
Lover is difcovering them to the Obje& 
of them, he lets thofe into the Secret, 
whom he moft ftrives to hide it from. 
Unlefs therefore he be one, who. holds 
too flack a Rein over his Reafon, he will 
act circumfpectly, having a Regard to 
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quella chiara, dolce negrezza; 0 
vero azzurvi, albegri,  ridenti, 
cosi gratt  penetranti nel mirar; 
come alcunz, ne 1 quali par che quel- 
le vie, che danno éfito a i fptriti, 
stano tanto profoude, che per effe ft 
vegga infino al core. 

Giz occht adungue ftanno nafcoft, 
come alla guerra foldati infidiatorz 
in aguato. Et fe la forma di tutto’l 
corpo é bella,  compofta, tira a se, 
© alletta chi da lontan la mira, fix 
a tanto che saccofii,  fibito che é 
vicino a gli occhi faéttano, & affa- 
tirano, come venéfict;  maffima- 
mente quando per dritta linea man- 
dano 2 raggi fuor ne gli occhi della 
cofa amata in tempo, che effi faccia- 
no 21 medéfimo: perché t fpiriti s’- 
incontrano, © in guel dolce intop- 
po Lun pigha le gualita dell altro. 
Come fi vede d'un’ occhio infermo, che 
guardando fiffimente in un fano, gli 
da la fua infirmita. Si che a meé 
pare chel noftro Cortegiano poffa di 
quefio modo manifeftar in gran parte 
Lamor alla {ua douna. 


Véro é che gli occhi, fe non fon 
governatt con arte, molte volte ftd- 
prono pit gli amorofi defidériz, a cui 
Lhuomo men vorria; perché fuor 
per effi quafi vifibilmente tralicono 
quelle ardenti paffiont, le quali vo- 
leudo Lamante palefare folamente al- 
la cofa amata, fpeffo palefa ancora a 
cut pin defiderarebbe nafténderle. 
Pero chi non ha perduto il freno 
della ragione, fi governa cautamente, 
© offerva i tempi, i lochi,  guan- 
do bifogna, saftiene da quel cos? in- 
tento mirare, ancor che fla dolciffimo 
61b0.: 











cibo; perché troppo dura cofa & un’ 
amor piblico. 


Rifpofe il Conte Ludovico, Talbor 
ancora Lefer piublico non nuoce: 
perche in tal cafo gli budimini fpeffo 
eftimano che quegli amori non ténda- 
uo al fine, che ogni amante desidera, 
vedendo che poca cura fi ponga per 
coprirls; ne fi faccia cafo, che fi fap- 
piano, 0nd. Et pero col non negar 
ft véndica Vhuom una certa liberta 
di poter publicamente parlare, 
flar fenza fofpetto con la cofe ama- 
ta. Il che non aviene a quegli, che 
cércano defer fecreti: perché pare 
che fpérino, © stano vicini a qual- 
che gran prémio, il quale non vor- 
viano che altri rifapeffe. 

Fo 10 ancor veduto nafcere arden- 
tiffimo amore nel core d’una Douna 
verfo uno, a cut per prima non ha- 
Vea pir una minima affettione ; fola- 
mente per inténdere, che opinione di 
molte fulje ches amaffero infieme. Et 
la caufa di quefto, credo 20 che fof 
Se, che quel giudicio cosi univer fale 
le parea baftante teftiménio, per far- 
le crédere, che colui foffe degno dell’- 
amir fio. Et paréa quaft che la fa- 
ma le portale Lambafciate per parte 
delVamante molto pi vere, & piu 
Gegne deffer credute, che non hau 
ria potuto fare effo medéfimo con lét- 
tere, 0 con parole, 0 véro altra per- 
fona per luz. Perd queffa voce pu- 
blica, non folamente talbor nou nuoce, 
Ma giova. 

Rifpofe il Magnifico, Gli amori 
de quali la fama é minifira, fon af- 
fat pericolofi di fare che Phuomo fia 
moftrato a dito. Et pero chi ha da 
caminare per quefta ftrada cautamen- 
fe, 
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Time and Place, and check all frequent 
and earneft Looks, though never fo 
pleafing; for before Company ’tis hard 
to manage a Love Intrigue. 

Sometimes, anfwer’d Lewis, ’tis not 
amifs to do it before Company: For in 
that Cafe the Standers by are lefs apt to 
guefs at the Lover’s real Defigns, when 
they find he is not upon his Guard, nor 
cares whether they take Notice of him or 
not. And a Man, by not making aMy- 
{tery of his Paffion, has the Advantage 
of being more free; and without giving 
Sufpicion may entertain his Miftrefs. 
But the fecret Lover finds it otherwife : 
He feems full of Hope, and in clofe 
Purfuit of fome ereat Matter, which he 
is Jealous of any Body’s knowing befides 
himfelf. 


I havealfo known a moft fervent Love 
{pring from the Heart of a Woman to- 
wards a Man, to whom at firft the feem- 
ed not to bear the leaft Affeétion in the 
World; and only by hearing it to be 
the common Report, that there was 
Love between them. The Reafon of 
which I take to bes that fhe thought 
fuch a Report a good Argument of the 
Man’s being worthy of her. The Fame 
alone of their Amours, negotiated better 
for the Lover, and gained more Belief, 
than he could have done by addreffing 
her himfelf, or by taking others to affitt 
him. So that the divulging a Love In- 
trigue, inftead of being of ill Confequence, 
is often very ufeful. 


The Love, anfwerd Julian, which 
Fame hands about, is always dangerous, 
and expofes a Man to be pointed at. So 
that whofoever defires with Safety to 
tread in the Paths of Love, mutt thew 
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his Paffion to be lefs cool than it really 
is; and be fatisfy’d with the moft trifling 
Favours: He mutt diffemble his Inclina- 
tions, his Jealoufies, Heart-achings and 
Pleafures; oftenlaughing with his Mouth, 
when his Heart is ready to burft with 
Grief: And laftly, he muft fhew himfelf 
profufe, where his Temper inclines to the 
contrary; all which is very difficult, and 
almoft impoffible to be obferv’d. Where- 
fore if the Courtier will be advifed .by 
me, let him love with Secrecy. 


Pray do you, anfwer’d Bernard, give 
him a Leffon upon this Head, as being 
a very material one: For befides, that 
fome Lovers, without any external Signs, 
are able to read in each other’s Face and 
Eyes, the hidden Sentiments of their 
Hearts, I have fometimes heard be- 
tween two Lovers a long continued Dif- 
courfe of Love; of which the Standers by 
could not underftand any Particular, or 
be out of Doubt whether it was of Love, 
or no; all which was owing to the Pru- 
dence and Advifednefs of both Parties; 
For without giving any Sufpicion that 
they were not willing to be heard, they 
whifper’d, when their Meaning was too 
plain; and fpoke loud, when it could be 
taken feveral Ways. 


To lay down every particular Rule of 
Secrecy, faid Frederick, would be an 
endlefs Work. Therefore I would rather 
hear what Methods the Lover muft take 
to fecure his Miftrefs’s Efteem, which is 
certainly more neceflary for him to 
know. 


The 





te, bifogna che dimoftri havér nell?- 
animo molto minor fuoco, che non ha; 
© contentarfi di quello, che gli par 
poco: & diffimolar i defidérit, le Le 
loste, gli affanni, 5 piaceéri fuor; & 
rider fpelfo cou la bocca, quando il 
cor prange: & moftrar d’effer pré- 
digo di quello, di che é ava tflimo ; 
quefte cofe fon tanto difficili da fare, 
che quafi fono impofstbili. Perds'el 
nofiro Cortegiano voleffe ufar del mio 
configtio, 10 lo confortare: a tener fe- 
crets gli amori {u0t. 

Allbora M. Bernardo, Bifogna dif- 
fe, adungque che voi quefto gli infe- 
uate, & parmi che non fia di pie 
ciola importantia: perché oltre ai 
cennt, che talhor alcuni cos? co- 
pertamente fanno, che quaft fenza 
movimento alcuno, quella perfona, 
che effi destderano, nel volto, & 
ne gle occht lor legge cid che hanno 
nel core. Ho 10 talhor udito tra dui 
innamoratt un lungo 6 libero ragio- 
namento d'amore; dal quale non po- 
téano pero 2 circonflanti intender 
chtaramente particolarita alcuna ; 
né certificarfi che foffe d'amore: & 
quefio per la difiretione,  avertén- 
tia dt chi ragionava: perche fenza 
far dimoftratione alcuna @haver di- 
Ipiacere defer’ aftoltati, dicévano 
fecretamente quelle fole parole, che 
emportavano, © altamente tutte [al- 
tre, che fi potéano accommodare a 
diver ft propofits. 

Alibora M. Federico, Il parlar 
diffe, cos? minutamente di quefle a- 
vertenze di fecrettezza, farebbe uno 
andar dietro all’injinito. Perd io 
vorret pri tofio, che fi ragionaffe un 
poco, come debba lo amante mante- 
ner fi la gratia della {ua donna; ib 
che mi par molto pit neceffario. 

Rifpofe 
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Rifpofe il Magnifico, Credo che 
guet mex2s, che vagliono per acqui- 
flarla, vagliano ancor per mantenér- 
ba: 3 tutto quefto confifte in compia- 

cer la donna amata fenza offenderla 
mat. ‘Perd faria difficile darne ré- 
gala ferma; perche per infiniti modi, 
chi non é ben diftreto, fa errori tal- 
hora che paton piccoli, nientediméno 
oféndono gravemente L’animo della 
donna. Et queflo intervien pit che 
gli altri a quei che fono aftretti 
dalla paffione; come alcuni, che fem- 
pre che hanno modo di parlare a 
guella donna, che dmano, {¢ lamén- 
tano, § délgono cosi acerbamente, &8 
voglion fpeffo cofe tanto impofirbili, 
che per quella importunita VENZONO 
a faftidiw. Altri, fe fon punti da 
qualche gelosta, fi lafezan di tal mo- 
do trapportar dal dolore, che fenza 
rifguardo fcorrono in dir mal di 
guello, dt chi hanno fufpetto; & tal- 
hor fenza colpa di colui, & ancor 


della donna: 5 non voghiono chella- 


Slt parli, 0 pir volga gli occhi a 
quella parte, ove egli é: 3 fpeffo con 
quefit modz non Solamente offendon 
quella douna, ma fon cain fa ch’ella 
sinduca ad amarlo. Perche if ti- 
more, che mofira talbor a’haver uno 
amante, che la fua donna non lafei 
Lut per quell’altro, dimofira che effo 
ft conofce inferiobr di mériti, &S di 
valor a coluz; © con quefia opinione 
la donna {¢ move ad amarlo. Et ac- 
corgéndoft, che per mettérglicle in 
difgratia, fe ne dica male, ancor che 
fia vero, non lo crede: & tuttavia 
Lama pit. 


Allhora Meffer Céfare ridendo, Tp 
diffe, confeffo non effer tanto favio, 
che poteflfi afienermi di dir male dun 
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The fame Methods, anfwer’d Julian, ial 
which ferve to gain her, alfo ferve to fe- 
cure her. There is nothing more to be | 
requir’d, than to be complaifant to her, Nal 
and never to caufe her any Uneafinefs. an 
But of this no certain Rule can be given ; | 
becaufe he who is not prudent and dif- 
creet, is apt to commit feveral Over- 
fights, which fometimes feem very tri- 
vial, and yet give a Woman ereat Un- 
eafinefs, And this is a Failing moftly 
common to thofe violent Lovers; who mel 
no fooner appear before their Miftreffes, il | 
but they fall a crying, and making bitter | 
Complaints; and very often are fo pref- AH 
fing to have Favours, that cannot be 
granted, that they are hated for it. O- | 
thers, if pricked with the leaft Jealoufy, i 
Jet themfelves be tranfported with fo 
much Sorrow and Vexation, that without 
any Referve, they rail againft thofe whom Ud 
they fufpect; and fometimes without any Wt 
Caufe given, either by that Perfon, or i: 
his Miftrefs; and will not have her fo | 
much as fpeak to him, or turn her Eyes 
towards him: And by this Means they 
not only difpleafe the Lady, but often 
provoke her to love their Rivals.. For i 
the Fear which a Lover has of his Mi- rh 
ftrefs’s loving another for him, fhews,, 
that he owns himfelf inferior in Merit 
and Worth to the other; and often that 
Opinion moves to a new Choice.. And 
perceiving (in order to put him out of il 
her Favour) that any reflecting Words a 
fhould be faid of him, be they never fo i 
true, fhe will give no Credit to them; hil 
but rather makes her love him much.the 
more. 





Here Cefar fmiling, I own, faid he, I i 
have not Philofophy enough to forbear | 
fpeaking ill of my Rival; unlefs you 
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342 The 
could inform me fome better Way of 
deftroying him. 


We have a Proverb, anfwer’d Julian 
{miling ; «* When an Enemy is up to the 
“* Girdle in Water, lend him your Hand, 
** and help him out: But when he is up 
** to the Chin, fet your Foot upon his 
‘* Ffead, and drown him outright”. Some 
take this Method with their Rivals; till 
they can effectually -do their Bufinefs for 
them, they carry fair, and rather pretend 
to be their Friends, than otherwife. But 
when they can be fure of ruining them 
with their Tongues, without any Regard 
to Truth or Falfhood, they do it to the 
Purpofe, maing ufe of all the Tricks and 
Stratagems imaginable. 


But becaufe I would never have our 
Courtier to be guilty of any indireé 
Ways, he muft net have Recourfe to 
any other Arts, in Order to fink his Ri- 
val in the Opinion of his Miftrefs, than by 
loving, and being faithful to her; and 
to be brave, intrepid, difcreet and mo- 
deft. In fhort, he muft be cautious and 
prudent, and not to run into certain un- 
becoming Follies, which many ignorant 
People are guilty of; and by thefe Vir- 
tues he may eclipfe thofe of his Rival. 
For I know many, who both in writing 
and {peaking to their Miftreffes, ufe the 
Words of Polyphilus; together with fo 
many Rhetorical Figures, that the poor 
Women, being out of Countenance, 
looked like fo many Ideots, fo that an 
Hour feemed to them a thoufand Ages, 
till that Difcourfe was ended, and they 
were rid of them. Some are mere 

Bragga- 
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mio rivale; falvo fe voi non m’infe- 
guafte qualche altro migliir modo da 
rovinar lo, 

kRifpofe ridendo il 8. Magnifo, 
Dicefi in provérbio, “ Che quando il 
“* nimico é nell acqua infino alla cin- 
“ tura, fe gli deve porger la mand, 
“ © levarlo dal pertcolo; ma quan- 
“ do v'e infino al mento, méttergli il 
“* pede in fill capo § fummérgerlo 
“< tofto.” Perd fono alcuni, che que- 
fio fanno co’ fuot rivali; © fin che 
non hanno modo ben ficuro di rovi- 
nargli,vanno diffimulando; §§ pin to- 
fio ft moftran loro amici, che altri- 
mentt. Poi fe la occafion sofferifce 
lor tale, che condftano poter precipi- 
targlt con certa rovina, dicéndone 
tuttt ¢ mali, 0 veri 0 falfi che fiano; 
lo fanno fenza Viferv0, con arte, con 
zugaunnt, 5 con tutte le vie, che 
{anno imaginare. 

Ma perché a mé non piacerta mai, 
che’l niftro Cortegiano ufaffe inganno 
alcuno; vorrei che levaffe la gratia 
del? amica al fuo rivale, non con al- 
tra arte, che con Lamare, col fer- 
uire, 9 con Leffere virtuofo, valen- 
te, difcreto,  medefto. In fomma 
col meritar pin di lui, & con Leffere 
im ognt cofa avertite, & prudente, 
guardandoft da alcune fciocchezze 
znette, nelle quali {peffo incérrono 
moltt ignoranti, e per diverfe vie. 
Che gia ho to conoftiuti alcuni, che 
Scrivendo, 5 parlando a donne, ufa- 
no fempre parole di Polifilo; & tan- 
to flanno in fi la fottilita della re- 
torica, che quelle fi diffidano di sé 
fiefe, & fi tengon per zgnorantifi- 
me, par loro un’ hora mill’anni_fr- 
nir quel ragionamento, & levarft da- 
vantt. Altri fi vantano fenza mo- 
do: altri dicono {peffo cofe, che tér- 
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nano a bidfimo, & danno di sé freffi. 
Come alcuut, dez quali 20 foglio rz- 
dermi, che fan profefion d’innamo- 
vati, ‘9 talbor dicono in prefenza di 
douue, Io non trovai mai donna che 
mi amafe; 9S non saccérgono che 
quelle, che gle ddono, fibito fan giu- 
dicio, che queflo non poffa nafcere 
a@altra caufa, fe non perche non meé- 
vitano ne effer amati, ne par L’ac- 
qua che bévono: & gli tengon per 
hudmint da poco, né gli amarébbono 
per tutto Loro del mondo; parendo 
loro che fe gli amaffero, farébbono 
da meno che tutte lValtre, che non 
St hanno amati. Altri per conci- 
tar ¢dio a qualche fuo rivale fon 
tanto fciocchi, che pur in prefentia 
dt doune dicono, Il tale é il pid for- 
tuuato huomo del mondo: che Lia non 
€ bello, né difcreto, né valente, né 
fa fare 0 dire pit che gh altri, & 
pur tutte le donne Lamano, & gli 
corron dietro. Et cosimofirando ba- 
vergli invidia di quefta felicita, an- 
céra che colut née in afpetto née in 
opere fi mofiri &fere amabile, fan- 
no crédere che egli habbia in sé 
qualche cofa fecreta, per la quale 
meéritt Lamor di tante donne. On- 
de quelle, che di lui fenton ragiona- 
ve dt tal modo, effe ancéra per quefta 
credenza fi mévono molto pid ad a- 
mar lo. 

Rife allbora il Conte Ludovico, 
diffe, Io vi prometto, che quefle grof- 
Serie non ufera mai il Cortegiano dif- 
creto, per acquiftar gratia con don- 
ne. 

kKifpofe M. Céfare Gonzaga, Ne 
men quellaltra, che a miei d} usd 
un gentilhuomo di molta.eftimatione ; 
zl gual non voglto nominare per bo- 
wore de gli huomini. 

Rifpofe 
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Braggadocios; fome are continually fay- 
ing Things, that turn to their own Shame 
and Difadvantage. Among which, I can- 
not help laughing at a certain Sort of 
Lovers, who commonly make this Com- 
plaint before the Ladies; that they could 
never find a Woman that lov’d them; 
not reflecting how ready their Hearers 
are to conclude, that they are not wor- 
thy of any Woman’s Love, nor even of 
the Water they drink. They regard them 
them. as mere worthlefs Perfons, and 
would not, for all the Riches in the World, 
entertain a Paffion for them; being con- 
{cious, that if they fhould love them, 
they fhould aét lefs wife , than thofe, who 
would not hearken their Amours. Others 
to make their Rival odious, are filly e- 
nough, in the Prefence of the fair Sex, 
to fay that fuch a one is the moft happy 
Man in the World; For though he is 
neither handfome, nor a Man of Senfe, 
nor brave, nor has any other Talents a- 
bove other Men; yet all the Women are 
fond of him, and feek his Company. By 
thus expreffing their Envy againft him, 
though he has no Quality to render him 
amiable, they make them believe, that 
for fome fecret Charms, he deferves the 
good Opinion of fo many Women. Up- 
on which Account, thofe, that hear fuch 
Difcourfe, taking it to be Faét, con- 
ceive a greater Inclination for him. 

Heré Lewis {miling ; I promife you, 
faid he, our Courtier will never attempt 
by thofe unpolifh’d Ways to gain the 
Ladies Favour. 


Nor by fuch a one, anfwer’d Gonza- 
ga, as a Gentleman of fome Note noz 
long ago ufed; whofe Name, for the 
Credit of our Sex, I thall conceal, 
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At leaft, reply’d the Duchefs, let us 
hear theStory. He came, anfwer’d Gon- 
zaga, at the Requeft of a great Lady, 
who was in Love with him, to her 
Country Seat ; and after having feen and 
converfed with her, as long as the Time 
would permit; when he took his Leave 
of her, with abundance of bitter Sighs 
and Tears, in witnefs of the extreme 
Sorrow he lay under that they-muft part, 
bege’d her to have him always in her 
Thoughts ; and withal, that fhe would 
defray his Expences at the Inn: For as 
he came at her Requeft, he did not think 
it juft, that he fhould be at any Charge. 


Here all the Ladies fell a laughing, 
and declared him unworthy the Name 
of a Gentleman ; and many were as much 
out of Countenance for him, as he him- 
felf could have been, if he had Senfe e- 
nough to know what a fhameful Over- 
fight he was guilty of. 


Then Gafpar turning towards Cefar ; 
It had been more, faid he, to the Lady’s 
Honour to wave this Story, than it can 
be to our Honour to conceal the Gen- 
tleman’s Name. For you may well ima- 
gine what good Judgment that great La- 


_dy had in placing her Affections on 


fuch a ftupid Coxcomb. And it may 
very well be, that out of all her Gal- 
fants, fhe pitch’d upon him as the moft 
deferving ; and that fhe rejected, and 
treated with Scorn, Perfons too worthy 
for him to hold a Candle to. 

Who knows, faid Lewis laughing, 
whether he might not be difcreet in o- 
ther Things, and only at Inns commit 

fuch 


Rifpofe la Signora Duchefa, Di- 
te almen cio che egli fece. Soggiun- 
fe M.Céfare cofiut effendo amato da 
una gran Signora, richiefio da lei, 
venne fecretamente in quella terra, 
ove efaera; © poi che la hebbe ve- 
auta, % fa flato feco a ragionare, 
quanto effa, el tempo comportarono ; 
partendofi con molte amare lacrime 
S fofpiri, per teftimenio dell eftre- 
mo dolor, che egli fentiva di tal 
partita, le fupplicd chella teneffe 
continua memoria di lui, poi fog- 
kiunfe che gh faceffe pagar Lho- 
flerta: perché effendo flato richie- 
Sto da let, gli parea ragione, che del- 
ta fua venuta non v1 fentiffe [pefa 
alcuna. 

Allbora tutte le donne comincia- 
vono artdere, & dir che coftui era 
indigniffimo d’effer chiamato gentil’- 
huomo. Et molti fi vergognavano 
per quella vergogna, che effo meri- 
tamente haria fenttta, fe mai tempo 
alcuno haveffe prefo tanto d’intellet- 
to, che haveffe potuto condftere un 
{uo cosi vituperofo fallo. 

Voltofi allhora il 8. Gdfparo a M. 
Céfare, © diffe; Era meglio reflar 
di narrar quefta cofa per honor del- 
le doune, che dt nominar colui per 
honor deg’ hudmint. Che ben potete 
imaginare, che bon giudicio havea 
quella gran Signora, amando un’ ant- 
male cos? irrationale. Et forfe an- 
cora che di moltt, che la fervivano, 
haveva eletto quefto per lo pia dif- 
creto; lafciando adtetro, *8 dando 
disfavore 2 chi cofiui non faria flato 
degno famiglio. 

Rife tw Conte Ludovico & diffe, 
Chi fas che quefto HON foffe difcreto 
nell’altre cofe? e peccaffe folamen- 
te in hofterie? ma molte volter per 


fover- 
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foverchio amore LV hudmini fanno fach Blunders ? But very often ’tis the 

gran fercchezze: & fe volete diy Excefs of Love that caufes Men to act 

al vero, forfe che a voi talhor 6 oc- thus madly : And if you will but con- 

corfo farne piu d’una. fefs the Truth, this perhaps has been 
your Cafe more than once. 

Rifpofe ridendo M. Céfare Per Cefar with a Smile anfwer’d ; what- 
wofira fe non fcopriamo i noftri er- ever we do, let us not difcover our own 
rort. Overfights. 

Pur bifogna Scoprirli, rifpofe il But we muft difcover them, reply’d 
Szgnor Ga/paro, per fapergl: corrég- Gafpar, that we may know how to re- 
kere. Pot foggiunfe, Vo Signor Ma- form them. Then continuing his Dif- 
guifico, hor chet Cortegian fi fa §¥#4- courfe, Julian, he faid, fince your Cour- 
dagnare, S mantener la Salia della tier has been inftru@ed how to gain and 
Sia Signora, S torla al Sito revale ; preferve his Miftrefs’s Favour; and alfo 
Sete debitor di wnfegnarle a tener Se- how to recover her out of his Rival’s 


crete gle amort fuor. Hands; you muft now teach your Lady 
to manage a Love Affair with Secrecy. 


Rifpofe it Magnifico, A mé par — Ithink Ihave fpoken enough, reply’d 
@haver detto affai; pero fate mo Julian; for which Reafon you fhould 
che unaltro parli di quefia fecre- pitch upon another to treat upon this 
LEZZA. Subject. 

Allbora Meffér Bernardo, & tut- Here Bernard and _ the reft importu- 
£2 ght altri cominciarono di novo a ning him to go on: You are refolved, 
fargl inflantia 7 el Magni fico riden- tid he, to try my Ability, which you 
do, Voi diffe, volete Lentarmt; trop- are all Matters of: But fince you are fo 
po Sete tuttz ammacftrati Pe amOres aoGrons of being farther inftructed, go 
pur fe defiderate Saperne pit, anda- aaa Cie 
fe, © leggete Ovrdio. 

L't come? diffe Meffer Bernardo, — How, faid Bernard, can his Precepts 
‘Debo'io fperare che i fuoi precetti ; 
vagliano in amore? poi che conforta, 
S dice effer bontfimo che Phuom in 
preféutia della innamorata Jinga d’ef- 
fer imbriaco? Vedete che bella mp- 
niera daguiftar gratia! Et allega 
ne tie Re ataeah When they dine or fup together, to dip 
y Sie hah disor peer _ his Finger in Wine, and to write it upon 
fe LO LINE Uy i 
dito nel vino, Sertverlo in fa la ‘ 
tavola. 

Rifpofe il Magnifico ridendo, In In thofe Times, anfwer’d Julian, it 
gue’ Lempi non era vitio. Et pero was no Fault. And confequently, faid 
diffe Meffer Bernardo, non difPiacen- Bernard, as the Men of thofe Times 

do ¥y did 


be of any Service, when he advifes a 
Lover to feign himfelf drunk before his 
Miftrefs? A very fine Way of gaining 
her Favour! And one of his chief Rules 
for the fame Lover to obferve, in ac- 
quainting a Lady with his Paflion, is, 
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did not diflike fo wretched a Practice ; 
we may reafonably believe, that they 
did not ufe the fame Politenefs and Ad- 
drefs in their Courtfhips that we do. 
But do not let us omit to teach how 
a Woman ought to keep her Love fe- 
cret. 

In my Opinion, reply’d. Julian, to 
keep Love-Secrets, we muft avoid eve- 
ry Circumftance that will difclofe them; 
which are not a few. But one of the 
chiefeft is, that we fhould be over fecret, 
and truft no body. For every Lover 
does what he can to make his Miftrefs 
fenfible of his Paffion: And when alone, 
he is forced to giver plainer and more 
evident Demonftrations, than if he were 
affifted by a fincere and faithful Friend. 
For thofe Indications which a Lover 
himfelf makes, caufe a greater Sufpi- 
cion, than thofe which he makes by a 
third Perfon. And becaufe the Minds 
of Men are naturally curious to know 
the Affairs of others; upon the leaft Suf- 
picion of a Love-Secret, they labour to 
know the Truth of it, which not foon 
known, they take a Pleafure in proclaiming 
it. This a Friend is not guilty of; for 
befides the being ufeful for his Affiftance 
and Advice; he often prevents the Over- 
fights incident to a blind Lover: He is 
fecret in his Conduct, and provides a- 
gainft feveral Difficulties, which the Lo- 
ver himfelf has no Thought of. Befides, 
the difclofing one’s Mind to a Bofom 
Friend, as it allays the Pain, fo it heighe 
tens the Pleafure caufed by Love. 


A worfe Thing than this, faid Gafpar, 
often gives vent to Love, and fpreads 
it abroad. And what is that? anfwer’d 
Julian. Why the vain Ambition, re- 


ply’d 
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do ad gli hudmini di que’ tempi quefla 
cofa tanto ferdida; é dacrédere, che 
non bavélfero cosi gentil mantera di 
Jfervir donne in amore, come habbiam 
not. Ma non lafciamo il propéfito 
nofiro primo d’infegnar a tener L’a- 
mor fecreto. 

Allbor it Magnifico, Secondo me, 
dif, per tener L’amor fecreto, bi- 
fogna fuggir le caufe, che lo publi- 
cano; le quali founo molte: ma una 
principale, che é il voler effer trop- 
po fecreto, non fidarfi di perfona 
altuna. Perché ogni amante desi- 
dera far conofcer le fue paffioni al- 
la amata: © effendo folo, é sforza- 
to a far molte pit dimoftrationi, & 
pit efficact, che fe da qualche amo- 
révole § fidele amico foffe. atutato. 
Perché le dimofirationt, che lo aman- 
te iftefo fa, danno molto maggior 
fifpetto, che quelle, che fa per im- 
ternuntiz. Et perché gle animi hu- 
mani fouo naturalmente curiofi di fa- 
pere, fibito che un alieno comincia 
a fofpettare, mette tanta diligéntia, 
che conofce tL vero;  conoftiitolo, 
non ba rifpetto di publicarlo, anzi 
talbor gli piace. Lt che non inter- 
viene dell’ amico; il quale oltre che 
aiuti dz favore, e di configlio; fpef- 
fo rimédia quegli errort che fa il 
cieco innamorato; § fempre procura 
la fecretezza, © provede a molte 
cofe, alle quali effo proveder non 
puro. Oltre che grandiffimo refri- 
gerio fi fente, dicendo le paffion:, 
sfocandole con amico cordiale; 5 me- 
defimamente accrefie molto t piacéri, 
zl poter communicarg li. 

Diffe allhora il Signor Gafparo, 
‘UOwaltra caufa, publica molto pia 
gli amori che quefia. Et qual’ éé 
Rifpofe it Magnifico. Soggiunfe il 
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S.Gafparo, La vana ambitione con- 
giunta con pazzta, © crudelta del- 
le Doune: le quali (come voi fleffo 
havete detto) procirano quanto pin 
pofone, ahaver gran nimero d’in- 
namorati; % tuttz, fe poffibil foffe, 
vorrtano ché ardéfero, & fatti cé- 
neve, dopo morte tornaffero vivi per 
morir uwaltra volta. Et benche ef 
fe ancor amino, pir gdédeno del tor- 
mento de gli amanti; perche eftima- 
20 che ldolore, le afflittion:, el chia- 
mar ogn bor la morte, fia il vero 
tefteminio, che effe stano amate; €6 
poffano con la lor bellezza far gli 
hudmini miferi, 5 beati, darglt 
morte, vita come lor piace. On- 
de di quefto fol cibo fi pafcono, & 
tanto avide ne fino, che accid che 
non mancht loro, non conténtano ne 
difpérano mai gli amanti del tutto. 
Ma per mantenérgli continuamente 
ne gle affanut & nel defidério, tfa- 
u0 una certa imperiofa aufterita di 
minaccie mefcolate con fperanza; 
vdgliono che una lor parola, un /guar- 
do, un cenno, fia da effi riputato per 
fomma felicita. Et per farfe tener 
pudiche e cafte, non folamente da gli 
amantt, ma ancor da tutti glaltri ; 
procurano, che queftt lor modi afpri 
© difcortefi stano publicz; accio che 
ogn'un penfi, che poiche cosi mal 
trattano guellt, che fox degni d’effer 
amatt, molto peggio débbano trattar 
gl indegni. Et fpeffo fotto quefta 
credenza, penfitudofi effer ficure con 
tal’arte dell infamia, fi giaciono tut- 
te le notti con hudmini vilifimi, & 
da effe & pena conofciuti. ‘Di modo 
che per godere delle calamita, & 
continut lamenti di qualche nobil Ca- 
valiero, da effe amato, NEZANO a 
sé fieffe quet piacéri, che forfe con 
— gualche 
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ply’d Gafpar, the Folly and Tyranny of 
the Fair Sex; who, as your felf remark’d, 
endeavour to draw as many Lovers after 
them, as they can; all whom, if pofii- 
ble, they would have confumed to A thes, 
and raife to Life again, to kill them a 
fecond Time. And though they them- 
felves love, yet in mortifying their Lo- 
vers they take a great Delight; imagi- 
ning, that to languifh and defpair, and 
with for Death, are certain Proofs that 
they are loved; and that by their Beau- 
ties they can make miferable or happy, 
kill or raife to Life whom they pleafe. 
With thefe Thoughts they feed them- 
felves, and are fo tranfported by them, 
that they give their Lovers no room to 
be entirely confident, or to defpair. But 
in order to foment both their Inquietudes 
and their Flames, they temper the moft 
awful Threats with ° pleafing Hopes; 
and require them to receive one fingle 
Word, nay a Look, or Sign, as the 
greateft Happinefs in the World. And 
in order to gain a Reputation for their 
Virtue, not only with their Lovers, but 
with every one elfe, they contrive al- 
ways to exercife this forbidding Difdain in 
publick; to give People room to think, 
that fince they treat fo ill their deferving 
Lovers, they would treat much worfe 
the undeferving ones. Very often be- 
lieving themfelves fecure by thefe infa- 
mous Arts, they lye whole Nights in 
the Arms of fome vile Fellow or other, 
whom they hardly ever faw with their 
Eyes. And thus for the fake of keeping 
in Pain and Torment fome worthy Gen- 
tleman, whom they are in love with, 
they deny themfelves thofe Pleafures, 
for the enjoying of which perhaps fome 
Excufe might be found; and are the 
Y'y 2 Caufe 








hI aS 
€aufe that the poor defpifed Lover is 
conftrained to take fuch Meafures, as to 
divulge thofe Secrets, which ought to 
remain concealed. 


Some, if they can but, delude their 
Lovers, and work them into a Belief of 
being well receiv’d ; afterward foment 
Jealoufies among them, by careffing and 
obliging one in the Prefence of another: 
And when they find that he, whom they 
love beft, is affured through Signs and 
Tokens that he is moft beloved; very 
often with ambiguous Words and feign- 
ed Refentments, they hold him yet far- 
ther in Sufpence; and then, which is the 
moft provoking ofall, with an Air of In- 
difference they threaten to transfer their 
Hearts to another. Hence arife Ha- 
tred, Enmities, infinite Scandals, and 
certain Ruin: For a Man in fuch a Cafe, 
muift neceffarily fhew the extreme Paf- 
fion he labours under, tho’ it redound 
to the Blame and Infamy of the Wo- 
man. 

Others, not content with this only 
Torment of Jealoufy, after having recet- 
ved from their Lovers the utmoft Proofs 
of Love and Faithfulnefs; nay, after hav- 
ing by feveral Signs fhew’d favourable 
Inclinations towards them, without any 
Reafon or Grounds to expect it, they 
put on a new Air, charging the poor 
Lover with Coolnefs, pretending ftrange 
Sufpicions in Confirmation of it; and 
laftly, threatning wholly to difcard him. 
To remedy thefe Inconveniences, the 
poor Wretch is forc’d to begin his Court- 
fhip anew, and give the fame Proofs of 
his Affection, as when he made his firft 
Addreffes, and walk about in the Lanes 

whole 
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qualche eftufatione potrébbono con- 
Seguire: & fono caufa, ch'el povero 
amante per vera aif{peratione é sfor- 
ato ufar modt, donde fi publica quel- 
lo, che con ogni indifiria shaverta 
a tener fecretiffimo. 

Alcun’altre fono, le gual: fe con 
euganut poffono wndurre molti a cré- 
dere d’effer da loro amati; nutrif- 
cono tra eff le geloste col far carez- 
ze, © favore alluno im préfentia 
delaltro: &5 quando veggon, che 
quello, ancor cheffe pia amano, gia 
fi confida d’effer amato per le dimo- 
frrationi fattegli, fpeffo con parole 
ambigue, © fdegni fimulati lo fi- 
Spéudono; &5 gli traffiggono il cuore, 
moftrando non curarlo,  volerfi in 
tutto donare allValtro.. Onde nafio- 
20 Udit, inimicitie, © infinite fcan- 
dali &} ruine manifefte: percheé for- 
za é moftrar Veftrema paffion, che 
2% tal cafo Phuomo fente; ancor che 
alla Donna ne rifulti biadfimo, 5 im- 
famia. 


Altre, non contente di guefto folo 
tormento della gelosta, dopo che Pa- 
mante ha fatto tutti 2 teflimoni da- 
more, © di fedel fervitd, © effi ri- 
cevuti Lhanno con qualche fegno dz 
corrifpéndere i benivoléntia, fenza 
propofito, & quando men safpetta, 
cominciano a flar fopra di se; & 
mbfirano di crédere chegle fia inte- 
pidito;  fingendo nuovz fofpetti di 
non effer amate, accénnano volerfi in 
ogni modo alienar da lut. Onde, per 
guefiz inconvenienti, tl mefchtuo per 
vera forza & necefitato a ritornare 
da capo; & far le dimoftrationi, co- 
me fe allhora cominciaffe a fervires 
& tutto di paffeggiar per ba a 
aa; 
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da; © quando la donna ft parte di 
cafa accompagnarta alla Chiefa, & 
zn ognut ludco, ove ella vada, non 
voltar mai gli occhi in altra parte. 
Et quivi fi ritorna a i pianti, ai 
Jofpirt, allo flar di mala voglia: & 
quando, fe le pud parlare, a i fcou- 
giuri, alle biafteme, alle difpera- 
tioni, a tutti quei furori, a che 
gl infelict innamorati fou condotti da 
guefte flere, che hanno pin fete di 
faugue, che le L2gr2. 


Quefle tat dolorofe dimoftrationz 
fon troppo vedute, 5 conofciute ; & 
Spel[o pia da gli altri, che da chi Le 
caufa. Et in tal modo in pochi di 
fon tanto pibliche, che non fi pud far 
unm paffo, née un minimo fegno, che 
non fia da mille occhi notato. Inter- 
vien pot, che molto prima che fian 
tra effi t piacért d’amore, fin cre- 
duti, © giudicati da tutto l mondo. 
Perché effe, quando pir véggono, 
che Lamante gid vicino alla morte; 
vinto dalla crudelta, & dai firatiz 
ufatigl, delibera determinatamente, 
& da doveéro di ritrarfi; alibora co- 
mincrano a dimoftrar d’amarlo di 
core,  fargli tutti 2 piacéri, & do- 
narfegl, accid che eféndogli manca- 
to quell’ardente defidério, il frutto 
Bamore gli fia ancor men grato; & 
ad effe habbia minor obligatione, per 
far ogni cofa al contrario. 


Lit effendo gia tal’ amore nott {fs - 
mo, [ono ancor in quei tempi poi no- 
tiffimei tutte elt effetti, che da guel 
procéaono. Cost réftanoeffe difbono- 
rate; & Lamante fe truova haver 
perdito il tempo & le fatiche, 6 
abbreviatofi la vita ne gli affanni 
fenza frutto, 0 piactre alcuno; per 
baver 
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ftrefs goes out to Church, or to any Os 
ther Place, he mutt follow her, without 
ever taking his Eyes off of her. Here, 
when fhe can be come at, he mutt 
peat to her his former Complaints, his 
Sighs, and other Hardfhips: He muft 
renew his Vows, Proteftations, defpairing 
Thoughts, and other hellith Plagues, 
fore’d to it by thefe voracious Tygref- 
fes, who never are fated with humane 
Blood, 


ra 
iG 


Such cruel Effeéts of Love cannot fail 
of being difcover’d; and very often the 
Standers by fooner perceive them, than 
the Parties concern’d. By this means 
they quickly grow fo publick, that every 
Step or Motion is obferv’d by a thou- 
fand Eyes. And fo it happens, that be- 
fore any Fruits of Love appear, they are 
expofed to the Judgment and Cenfure of 
the World. For when they find that a 
Lover is brought to the Point to Death, 
and, tir’d out with their Cruelty and ill 
Treatment, determines in good earneft 
to withdraw, then they begin to difcover 
a hearty Inclination for him; and put on 
all their engaging Airs, and yield them- 
{elves up to him; left, having no more 
thofe ardent Defires, which invited him 
to love, he find the amorous Fruit lefs 
favoury and agreeable; and has lefs Ob- 
ligations to them for aéting after fo con- 
trary a manner. 

Befides, that their Love cannot efcape 
being publick, the Succefs of it alfo will 
be in every one’s Mouth. This mutt 
needs blemifh the Lady’s Honour; anc 
as to the Lover, he cannot but fee, that 
he has loft both his Time and Labour, 
and that he has fhortned his Days in Mi- 
fery, without any Interval of Pleafure or 
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SatisfaGtion; becaufe he did not arrive at 
his Defires, at a Time when they might 
have been fo acceptable as to have made 
him a moft happy Creature, but when 
he begun to have little or no Value for 
them. For his Heart was now fo much 
mortified with thofe bitter Paffions, that 
he had no more Senfe to tafte the Plea- 
fure and Delight they offered him. 

Here Oétavian fmiling ; you have, faid 
he, for a good while been filent, and re- 
frain’d from fpeaking to the Difadvan- 
tage of the Women: But now you have 
fo well hit them home, that it feems you 
only waited a Time, to pluck up your 
Strength, like thofe, who retire in order 
to advance with greater Vigour. But 
certainly you are in the wrong; and by 
this Time ought to entertain more peace- 
ful Thoughts. 

Emilia fmil’d, and turning to the Du- 
chefs; Madam, fhe faid, our Enemies 
begin to give Ground, and to be at Va- 
riance among themfelves. 


Give me no fuch Name, reply’d Oc- 
tavian; for lam not your Adverfary. I 
own I difapprove of this Debate, not fo 
much for the Victory obtain’d in Favour 
of the Ladies, as becaufe it has given 
Gafpar an Opportunity to calumniate 
them more than he ought; and Julian 
and Czefar to praife them fomewhat more 
than is their due. Befides, by dwelling fo 
long upon this Subject; we have loft 
the hearing a great many other fine 
Thoughts, which were expected upon the 
Courtier 


See now, faid Emilia, whether you are 
not our Adverfary; and that makes you 
out of Humour with this Difcourfe: Nei- 
ther can you bear to fee the Court-Lady 

fo 


haver confegutto i fuot defideriz, non 
quando gli farian Mie tanto gra- 
tt, che l’harian fatto feliciffiimo , 
ma quando poco, 0 nie ute gli apprez- 
zava. Per éffere il cor gia tanto 
da quelle amare paffiont mortificato, 
che non tenéa fentimento pit Per gu- 
far diletto, 0 contezza, che fe Gai 
offeriffe. 

wes al Signor Ottaviano riden- 
do, Voi, diffe, fete ftato cheto un 
poze, & retirato dal dir mal delle 
doune: poi le havete cosi ben tocche, 
che par che habbiate afpettato per 
ripighar forza, come quet, che ft 
tirano a dietro, per dar maggior in- 
contro. Et veramente bavete torto; 
 hormai dourefte effer mitigato. 


Rife la Signora Emilia, ©& rivolta 
alla Signora'Duchefja; Eccovi, dif- 
fe, Signora, che i nofivt adver fariz 
cominciano a rémperfi, © diffentir 
Lun dall altro. 

Non mi date quefto nome, rifpofe 
il S. Ottaviano, perch'io non fou vo- 
firo adver{ario: emmi ben difpiacit- 
ta quefla contentione, non perche Ut in- 
crefieffe vederne la vittoria im fa- 
vor delle Doune; ma perche ha in- 
dotto it S. Gafparo a calunniarle pix 
che non dovea; el §. Magnifico, & 
M. Céfare a laudarle for ‘fe un poco 
pin chel débito. Oltre, che per la 
lunghezza del ragionamento, bhave- 
mo perduto d’intender molt’altre bel- 
le cofe, che veftavano a dirfi del Cor- 
tegzano. 

Eccovi, diffe la uy Emilia, che an 
fete noftro adverfario; & perciov 
difprace il ragionamento paffato: née 


vorrefie che fi fofe formata quefia 
Cosi 
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cost eccellentée Douna di Palazzo. 
Non perchée vi foffe altro che dire 
Sopra il Cortegiano (perché gia gue- 
fit Signor han detto quanto {apeva- 
m0; née vot credo, né altri potrebbe 
aggiungervi pitt cofaalcuna) ma per 
Linvtdia che havete all honor delle 
Donne. 

Certo é, rifpofe il 8. Ottaviano, 
che oltre alle cofe dette fopra il Cor- 
tegiano, 10 ne defideraréi molte al- 
tre: pir pot che ogn’un ft contenta, 
chet fia tale, io ancéra me ne con- 
tento; ue in altra cofa lo mutaré, 
fe non in farlo un poco pik amico 
delle Donne, che non éil §. Ga/pa- 
v0; ma forfe non tanto, quanto é al. 
cuno di queftt altri Signor. 

Allhbora ta SignoraDuchefa, Bi- 
figna diffe, in ogni modo, che noi 
veggtamo fe Lingegno voftro é tanto 
che bafit a dar maggior perfettione 
al Cortegiano, che non han dato que- 
fit Signori?. Perd fiate contento di 
dir cto, che whavete in animo: al- 
trimenti not penfarémo, che née voi 
ancora fappiate aggiingergh pink di 
quello, che sé detto; ma che hab- 
biate voluto detrabere alle laudi del- 
ta Donna di Palazzo, paréndovi 
cella fia eguale al Cortegiano; it 
guale percio vor vorrefte che ft cre- 
defjé, che poteffe effer molto pit per- 
fetto, che quello, che hanno formato 
guefle Signori. 

Rife it 8. Ottaviano, & diffe, Le 
laudt, & bidfimi dati alle Donne pin 
del débito, hanno tanto piene Lorec- 
chie. SLanimo di chi ode, che non 
ban lafciato loco, che altra cofa flar 
Ui poffa: oltra di quefto (, secondo me) 
Lhora émolto tarda. 

Adungue, diffe la S. Dacheffa, a- 
Spetiando infino & domani, bharemo 


pia 
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fo advantageoufly dreffed out. Not that 
any thing more can be faid upon the 
Courtier; for after what thefe Gentlemen 
have faid of him, there is no room for 
you or any one elfe to fay more, but 


becaufe you envy the Honour done to 
our Sex. 


Befides the Accomplifhments already 
given to the Courtier, reply’d Odavian, 
Icould with him to have feveral others : 
But fince every one is pleafed to let him 
be as he is, I am equally fatisfied ; and 
would not have him altered in any one 
Point, except making him a little more 
the Ladies Friend than Gafpar; but not 
altogether fo much as fome of thefe 
Gentlemen are. 

Then, faid the Duchefs, we will, by 
all means, fee whether your Genius be 
fuch, that it can give the Courtier a 
greater Perfection than what thefe Gen- 
tlemen have given him. So difpofe your 
felf to fay, what you have in your Mind 
on this Subjeé&t: Otherwife we fhall be 
apt to fancy, that you can make no Ad- 
ditions to his Advantages; and that you 
only pretended fo, in order to leffen the 
Praifes of the Court-Lady, fince you 
judge fhe equals the Courtier; whom 
you would have thought capable of far- 
ther Imbellifhments, than thofe he has 
already, 


What with the Praifes, and what with 
the Reflections made upon the Women, 
beyond what they deferve, faid OAtavian 
{fmiling, the Ears and Minds of the Com- 
pany are fo filled, that there is no room 
for any thing elfe to enter. Befide, I 
am perfuaded it is now very late. 

Then, faid the Duchefs; if we adjourn 
till to Morrow, we fhall gain more Time; 

and 
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and the Praifes and Difpraifes, which 
you fay, are given the Ladies beyond 
Meafure, will be then fo much out of 
the Minds of thefe Gentlemen, that they 
will be capable of receiving the Truth 
you fhall impart to them. 


When the Duchefs had faid this, fhe 
arofe, and courteoufly difmiffed the 
Company, and withdrew her felf into her 
own Clofet; and every one retired to 


~} =} j2) 37 
cheir Repofe. 


The End of the Third Book. 


pia tempo: & quelle laudi 8 biaf- 
mt, che voi dite effer flate dati alle 
‘Donne dalluna parte, ©& Valtra 
troppo eccefivameénte, fra tanto ufti- 
ranno dell’animo di quefti Signor: ; 
di modo che pir faranno capaci di 
guella verita, che vot dirette. 

Coft parlando la Signora Ducheffa, 
levoffi tn piedi,  cortefemente do- 
nando licéntia a tutti, ft ritraffe nel- 
la flanza fua fecreta; § ogwun fe 


fu @ adorntre. 


Ll Fine del Libro Terze. 
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RE nfando 20 di fertvere i ra- 
=) Suonamenti, che la quarta 
VaeckS| [era dopo le narrate, ne i 
ae) 5) precedenti libri shébbero, 
jento tra varii diftorfi, un’amaro 
penfiero, che nell’ dnimo mi percnote ; 
S delle miférie humane, & noftre fpe- 
vanze fallact, ricordévole mi fa; & 
come fpeffo la fortuna a mezzo il 
cor fo, talbor preffo al fine, rompa i 
nofirt fragili & vani difegni; tal- 
hor gli fommerga prima, che pir ve- 
dev da loutano poffano il porto. 
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M. Alfonfo Ariofte. 
BO on’ BY; 


'S I was confidering to write 
: thofe Difcourfes which hap- 
yi pen’d the fourth Night, after 
hic thofe related in the preceding 
Books, in the midft of my Thoughts, a 
certain melancholy Reflection feized my 
Mind; and admonifhed me of the Miferies 
of human Life, and of our own deceitful 
Hopes; and how Fortune often in their 
full Career, at other Times when they 
have almoft finifhed their Courfe, de- 
feats our weak and vain Defigns; and 
fometimes fhipwrecks them at their firft 
fetting out, even before we can at a Di- 
tance behold the Haven, 
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I'his comes into my Mind, in that 
ong after thefe Difcourfes _paffed, 
an untimely Death ees red our Court 
of three moft excellent Gentlemen, when 
in the full Bloom of ae Age and Ho- 
nours. The firft of thefe was Gafpar Pal- 
lavicino; who being affaulted by an a- 
cute Diftemper, and more than once 
brought to the Point of Death, yet main- 
tain’d fo great a Strength of Mind, that 
for a Time, even in fach a Body, ane in 
Defpight of Death, he kept up his Spi- 
rits; but finifhed the Race of Life long 
before he arrived to Maturity; to the 
very great Lofs, not only of our Court, 
of his Friends and Relations, but al- 
fo of his;Countrey, and of all Lom- 
bardy. 

Not long after died Cafar Gonzaga, 
to the great Regret of all who knew 
him: For fince Nature fo feldom brings 
into. the World fuch Men, fhe hour 
not fo foon deprive us of them: For we 
may juftly fay, Cafar was taken from us 
at a very critical Time, when he began 
to give us an Earneft of his Worth, and 
to acquire that Reputation, which was in 


Juftice due to his excellent Abilities ; in 


that he had-now given. good Proof of his 
Valour, by many brave Actions; and to 
the Nobility of his Extract, had added 
the Accomplifhment of Learning, Arms, 
and every thing commendable: So.that 
there was nothing fo great, which might 
not be expected from his Goodnefs, In- 
genuity, Courage, and Wifdom. 


It was not-long before Robert of Bari, by 
his Death filled the whole Court with Sor- 


row: 





Torn amt adungue a memoria, che 
non molto Eenipo dapoi che quefit na 
Sionamentt paffarono » privod morte 
tmportuna la cafa nofira di tré ra- 
riffims gentil bu Cniini, quando di pro- 
Sp era eta, © [peranza d’honore pit 
frortvano. Et di queftt zl primo fi 
zl Signor Gafparo Pallavicino; il 
guale effendo fiato da una acuta in- 
jirmita combattuto, pid che una 
volta ridutto all’efiremo, benche $8 
nimo foffe dt tanio vigore, che f 
un tempo teneffe t [pir iti in quel cor- 
po a difpetto di morte; pir in eta 
molto iwématira fornt il fuo natural 
corfo; pérdita gr andiffima non fola- 
meute nella caja nofira, Ga gli. aMmt- 

&S parenti fu0r, ma alla patria, 
8 a tutta la Lombardia 

Non molto appreffo mori Meffer 
Céfare Gonzaga, iL quale a tutti co- 
loro, che havévano di lui notttia, la- 
{cw acerba 5 dolorofa memébria della 
fia morte: perche producendo la.na- 
tura cos? rare volte, come fa, tali 
huémint , pareva pir conveniente , 
che di quefio cosi toflo non ct pri- 
vaffe s che certo dir fi pu 1, che Mef- 
ser Céfare ct foffe a punto ritolto, 
quando cominciava a mils a di sé 
pit che la fperanza, © effer eflima- 
to, guanto meritavano le fue Ottime 
qualita; perché gia con molte vir- 
tuofe fatiche bhaveva fatto buon 
teftimonio del fuo valore; il quale 
rifpoudeva oltre alla nobilta delle 
faugue, dell ornamento ancora delle 
léttere,. 5 d’arme, © dogni lauda- 
bil coftume: tal che per la bonta, per 
Liingegno, per L’animo, © per lo fa- 
per fuo, non era cofa tanto grande, 
che di lui afpettar non fi poteffe. 

Non paffo molto, che Meffér Ro- 
berto da Bari effo ancor morendo, 

molto 
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molto difpiacer diede a tutta la ca- 
fa: perché ragwnévole pareva, che 
ogw'un ft doleffe della morte d’un gid- 
vane dt buont coftumi, piacévole, & 
di bellezza d’afpetto, 5 difpofition 
della perfona rariffimo, in compleffion 
tanto profperofa' gagliarda, quanto 
dejiderar fi poteffe. 

Queftt adungue, fe vivuti fofero, 
perfo che fariano giunti a grado, che 
hariano ad ogn'uno, che conoftiuti gli 
haveffe, potuto dimojirar chiaro ar- 
gumento, guanto la Corte d*Urbino 
folfe degna di laude, &5 come di né- 
bili Cavalier: ornata; il che fatto 
hanno quaft tutti gli altri, che in 
effa creatt ft fino: che veramente 
del caval Troiano non ufitrono tanti 
Signort, G Capitani, quanti di que- 
fia Cafa ufeitt fono hudmini per vir- 
th fingulari, 5 da ogwuno fomma- 
mente pregiatz. Che come fapéte, 
Meffer Federico Fregofo fa fatto Ar- 
ervefcovoe di Salerno; Il conte Ludo- 
vico, Vefcévo di Baious; Il S.Otta- 
viane “Duce diGénova; Meffer Ber- 
nardo Bibiena, Cardinale di 8S. Maria 
in Portico; M. Pietro Bembo, Se- 
cretario dt Papa Leone; Il S. Ma- 
gntfico al Ducato di Nemours, © a 
quella grandezza afcefe, dove hora 
fe trova; ILS. Francefco Maria Ro- 
vere, Prefetto di Roma, fu effo an- 
cora fatto Duca dUrbino: benche 
molto maggior laude attribuir fi puja 
alla cafa, dove nutrito fa, che in ef- 
fa fia riufetto cosi raro &5 eccellente 
Szgnore in ogni qualita di virth, co- 
me hora fi vede, che dello effer per- 
venuto al’Ducato d*Urbino. Ne cre- 
do che di cio piccol caufa fia flata la 
nobil compagnia, dove in continua 
conver fatione fempre ha veduto, & 
udito lodévoli coftumi. 


Pero 


row: Nor was it without Reafon, t 


+ 
every. one lamented the Death of a 
Youth of fuch accomplifhed and obliging 


nat 
ial 


Behaviour, of fo graceful an Afpect, 
and fo agreeable a Turn in his Perfon ; 
and of as hail, and lively a Complexion. 


as could poflibly be defired. 


0 


Had thefe enjoyed a longer Life, they 
would have clearly demonttrated to all 
who knew them, how highly the Court 
of Urbin deferved Applaufe, and with 
what noble Gentlemen it was adorned; as 
hath been already done, by all thofe 
who have there been educated: And J 
may affirm, that there came not fo ma- 
ny Nobles and Generals out of the Tro- 
jan Horfe, as that Court hath fent forth, 
Men of eminent Virtue and univerfal Re- 
putation, Such ye very well know were 
Frederick Fregofo, Archbifhop of Saler- 
no; Count Lewis, Bifhop of Baieux; 
Octavian, Doge of Genoa; Bernardo Bi- 
biena, Cardinal of Santa Maria in Porti- 
co; Peter Bembo, Secretary to Pope 
Leo; Julian, advanced to the Duchy of 
Nemours, and to that Greatnefs which 
he now enjoys; Francis Maria di Rovere, 
Prefect of Rome, and afterwards Duke 
of Urbin: Though it is much more for 
the Honour of the Family where he was 
educated, that in it he became accom- 
plifhed in all thofe uncommon and ex- 
excellent Qualities which we now behold, 
than that he afterwards attained to the 
Duchy of Urbin. Nor can I forbear 
thinking, but that the noble Company 
he there daily converfed with; and in 
which he faw and heard every thing that 
was commendable, was no {mall Caufe 
of this his Advancement. 


Lz? But 
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But whether we are to impute it to 
Fortune, or the Influence of the Stars, 


that Urbino hath for fo fo long a Time, 
been allotted fuch excellent Princes; inmy 
Judgment the fame Caufe ftill continues, 
and produces the fame glorious Effects. 
So that there is room to hope, the 
fame good Fortune will ftill favour the 
fame virtuous Actions ; that the Felicity 
of this Houfe and State may not only 
not be diminifhed, but every Day be 
more and more increafed: And of this we 
already difcern many evident Tokens. 
But this, in my Opinion, is the chief, 
that Heaven hath granted us fuch a Lady 
as is the prefent Duchefs Eleanora Gon- 
zaga: For ifever Wifdom, Gracefulnefs, 
Beauty, Wit, Courtefy, Humanity, and 
all other genteel Accomplifhments, were 
collected together in one Body ; in her 
they were fo united, that not one Link 
was wanting in this Chain of Virtues, but 
all her Motions were remarkably com- 
pounded of, and adorned with them all, 

Let us therefore refume our Difcourfe 
on the Courtier, trufting that after us 
there will arife fome, who may take as 
bright and honourable Examples of Vir- 
tue from the prefent Court of Urbino, as 
we now do from the paft. 


It feems then, as Gafpar Pallavicino 
ufed to fay, that OGavian could no where 
be found the Day after the Converfation 
contained in the former Book. Where- 
fore many were of Opinion that he with- 
drew, that he might without any Inter- 
ruption, weigh in his Mind, what he was 
to offer. Neverthelefs, the Company 
being affembled in the Duchefs’s Apart- 
ment at the ufual Hour, it was neceffary 
to make a ftri& Search for Oétavian ; 
who not appearing for fome time, ma- 

ny 





Perd parmi che quella caufa, 6 fla 
per ventura, 0 per favore delle frel- 
le, che ha cost lungamente conceffo 
Ottimt Signori ad Urbino; par ancor 
durt, © produca i medéfimi effetti 
Lt pero fperar fi pub, che ancor la 
buona fortuna debba feconddr tanto 
quefie dpere virtuofe, che la felicita 
della Cafa © dello Stato, non fola- 
mente non fia per mancare, ma pin 
Prefto di giorno in giorno per accré- 
Seerfi: %& gia fe ne condfcono molti 
chiari fegni. Tra i quali eftimo il 
precipuo, Lefferci flata concefa dat 
cielo una tal Signora, come é la Si- 
&nora Eleonora Gonzaga Ducheffa 
nova: che fe mai furono in un corpo 
folo congiunti fapére, gratia, bellez- 
Za, igegno, maniere accorte, huma- 
nitd, © ogni altro gentil coftume : 
an quefia tanto fono uniti, che ne ri- 
filta una catena, che ogni fio movi- 
mento adi tutte quefie couditioni in- 
jieme compone, & adorna. 


Seguitiamo adungue i ragionamenti 
del noftro Cortegiano, con peranza 
che dopo noi non débbano mancare di 
quelli, che piglino chiari, & honorati 
elfempi di virta, dalla Corte prefen- 
te 2” Urbino, cost come hor noi faccia- 
mo dalla paffata. 

Parve adunque, fecondo chel §. 
Gafparo Pallavicino raccontar fole- 
va, che'l feguente giorno dopd z ra- 
gionamenti contenuti nel prefente Li- 
bro, il Signor Ottaviano foffe poco 
veduto. Perché molti efimarono, che 
eghi foffe ritirato, per poter fenza 
zmpedimento penfir bene a cid, che 
dire haveffé. Pero, effendo allbora 
confueta ridéttafi la compagnia alla 
Sig. Ducheffa, bifognd con diligén- 
tia far cercar il Signor Ottaviano;: 
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zl quale non comparfe per buon fpa- ny Gentlemen and’ Ladies of the Court 
10, dt modo che moltz Cavalierz, e began to dance, and follow other Diver- 
‘Damizelle della Corte comincidrono fions, imagining that for that Night there 
a danzare, © atténdere ad altri pia- would be no farther Difcourfe of the 
cert, con opinion che per quella fera Courtier. And now while they were all 
pia non Shaveffe a ragionar del Cor- engaged, fome one way, fome another, 
tegiano. Et gta tutti érano occupat?, Oftavian came when | leatt expected. 
cht in una COfa y cht in uwaltras And feeing Ceefar Gonzaga and Gafpar 
quando i §. Ottaviano giunfe quali d 
piu non afpettato. Et vedendo che 
Meffér Céfare Gonzaga el S. Gafpa- 
vo danzavano, havendo fatto rive- 
renza verfo la Signora Ducheffa, 
diffe ridendo: Io afpettava pir d’u- 
dir ancor quefta fera il §. Gafparo 
dir qualche mal delle Donne: ma 
‘vedéndolo danzar con una, penfo 
chegh habbia fatto la pace con tut- 
te; © piacemi che la lite (0 per dir ange 
meglio) it ragionamento del Corte- 
giano fia terminato cos. Teg iedadtol anitvertd 
Terminato ee gia, rifpofe las. C is not as yet eoncludec > aniwet 
Duchelfa; perch’io non fon cost ne- the Duchefs; for I am not fo greaat o 
mica de gli hubmini, come voi fete "ey to the Men, as you are dics 
delle Donne: 6 percid non vog lio, .Women: and am therefore unwilling 


dancing, having firft paid his Refpects 
to the Duchefs, he faid fmiling : I expec- 
ted this Night to have heard Gafpar ral- 
lying the Ladies: But fince I fee him 
dancing with one, I fuppofe he hath 
made his Peace with the Sex; and am 
pleafed that this Controverfy, or to ufe 


the Courtier is brought to fuch a Con- 


? : P en Pe, hI = 
che’l Cortegiano fia defraudato del that the Courtier fhould be robbed of 


fio débito honore, &8 di guellé. orna- his juft Honour, and of thofe Ornaments 
menti, che voi fteffo hierfera gli pro- which ye your felves promifed him laft 
mettefle. Et cost parlando ordind, Night. And having thus faid, the or- 
che tutti, finita guella danza, h der’d the whole Company, after the 
mettéffero a fedére al modo ufato; zf Dance was ended, to feat themfelves af- 
che fu fatto: © ftando ogw'uno cow ter the ufual Manner, which was imme- 
molta attentine, diffe il S7gnor Ot- diately done: And all being very atten- 
LaVLano. tive, Octavian began. 

S7gnora, poi che Phaver io defide- Madam, fince I have required many 
vat0 molt altre buone gualita nel Cor- other Qualities in the Courtier befides 
Legrand, ft batteggia per promeffach’ to thofe already mentioned, Iam obliged by 
le habbia & dire: fon contento par- n 
Larne, non gia cor opinion di dir tut- 
to quello, che dirvi fi porta, ma fo- 
amente tanto che bafti per levar 
dell’ animo vofiro guello, che hier fe- 
a0 Away pe \ Bre Lah. Ones 
Py eee Ae ; off BON eof owe ’4 je&ion which was laft Night made againtt 


Me. 5 


Promife to relate them; and I am con- 
tent to mention fome of them, not con- 
ceiving that I can fupply all that can be 
faid upon the Subject; but only fo much 
as may be fufficient to remove that Ob- 


j, 
able 


S § 


a fofter Expreffion, this Difcourfe of 
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me; which was, that I rather advanced 
thofe Things to detract from the Praife of 
theCourt-Lady,with a Defign to make you 
falfly believe that other Accomplifhments 
might be added to the Courtier, and by 
this Artifice to render him her Superior, 
though in reality he was not. But that I 
may accommodate my felf to the Time, 
which is later than we ufed to begin 
our Difcourfes, I fhall be fhort. And 
therefore to carry on the Argument of 
thofe Gentlemen, which I entirely ap- 
prove and.concur wijh; I affirm, that of 
thofe Things which we term good, fome 
are fimply, and in their own Nature al- 
ways good: Such are Temperance, For- 
titude, Health, and all thofe Virtues 
which:conduce to the Tranquillity of the 
Mind. Other things are relatively good, 
according to the End to which they tend; 
as the Laws, Liberality, Riches, and 
fuch like. 

I think then, that the compleat Cour- 
tier, being fuch as hath already been de- 
{cribed by, Count Lewis and Frederick, 
may be really of good Ufe, and worthy 
of Praife, tho’ not fimply, and on his own 
account. but with regard to the End to 
which he may be applied. For if the 
Courtier, by the Nobility of his Birth, 
the Gracefulnefs of his Perfon, and his o- 
ther Accomplifhments, aims at nothing 
more, than barely to be Mafter of thefe 
Qualities; I fhould not think it worth 
any one’s while, for fuch a Perfes 
ction of Courtierfhip, to {pend fo much 
Time and Labour as is neceffary to ac- 
quire it. And I may farther add, that 
many of thofe Qualities which have been 
allotted him ; as dancing, banquetting, 
finging and jelting, may be Folly and 
Vanity, and in a Man of Quality, rather 
worthy 
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alle laudi della Donna di Palazzo, 
con. far crédere falfamente, che al- 
tre eccelléntie fi poffano attribuire 
al Cortegiano, © con tal arte far- 
ghiele fuperiore, che perché cosi fra. 
‘Pero, per accommodarmi ancéra all’- 
hora, che & pin tarda, che non fuole, 
quando ft da principio al ragionare, 
Jaro breve. Cosi continuando il ra- 
Sronamento di quefti Signori, il qual in 
tutto approvo © confermo, dico, Che 
delle cofe, che noi chiamiamo buone, 
Jono alcune, che fimpliceménte, & 
per se fleffe fempre fon buone: come la 
temperantia, la fortezza, la fanita, 
tutte le virth, che partorifiono 
tranqgutillita a gli animi. Altre, che 
per diverfi rifpetti, ©& per lo fine, 
al quale s’indrizzano, fon buone; 
come le leggt, laliberalita, le richez- 
Ze, © altre stmilt. 


Efizmo io adunque, che’l Cortegia- 
no perfetto di quel modo, che defcrit- 
to hanno 11 Conte Ludovico, & Mef- 
ser Federico, poffa effer veramente 
buona cofa e degna di laude, non perd 
Sempliceménte, né per se, ma per 7i- 
Spetto del fine, al quale pud éffere 
indrizzato. Che in véro, fe con 
Leffler nébile, aggratiato, © piacé- 
vole,  efperto in tanti effercitii, 
sl Cortegiano non produceffe altro 
frutto, che Veffer tale per sé fleffo; 
non eftimaret, che per confeguir que- 
fia perfettione di Cortegianta dovef- 
Je ?huomo vragionevolmente métter- 
vi tanto flid'o, 5 fatica, quanto é 
neceffario a chi la vuole acquiftare. 
Anzi direi, che molte di guelle con- 
ditioni, che Je git fono attribuite: ca- 
me tl danzare, fefleggiare, cantare, 
© giocare, foffero leggerezze, 6 va- 
EL ELE) 
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nita; © in un huomo di grado pin 
tofto degne di bidfimo, che di laude. 
Perche quefte attillature, imprefe, 
mottt,  altre tat cofe, ch’ appar- 
téngono ad intertenimenti di donne, e 
damori, anctra che forfe a molti al- 
trt paia tw contrario, fpeffo non fan- 
no altro, che effeminar gli aduirmi, 
corromper la gioventh, 5 vridurla a 
vita Liftiviffima: onde nafcono poi 
guefit effetti, chel nome Italiano é 
ridutto in obbrébrio: née fi ritvéva- 
n0, fe non pocht, ch’défino, non dirod 
morire, ma pir entrare i4 un peri- 
colo. Lt certo infinite altre cofé fo- 
u0, le quali metténdovifi indifirta 
& flidio, parturiréano molto Mog gti 
utilita, 9 nella pace, 8 nella guer- 
ra, che quefia tal Cortegianta per sé 
Soba. 

Ma fe le operation: del Cortegia- 
no fino indvizzate a quel buon fine, 
che débbono, S ch’io intendo ; parm 
ben, che non folamente non stano dan- 
nofe, 0 vane, ma utilifime & degne 
@infinita laude. 

LL fin adungue del perfetto Cor- 
tegiano, del guale infine a gue non 
sé parlato ; eftimo io che fia il gua- 
dagnarfi, per mezzo delle conditioni 
attributtegli da quefti Signori, tal- 
mente la bentvoléntia, § Lanimo di 
quel Principe, a cui ferve, che po 
fa dirgli, & fempre gli dica la ve- 
rita dogni cofa, che ad effo conven- 
ga Japére, fenza timore, 0 pericolo 
at difpiacérgli. Et conofcendo la men- 
te dit quello inclinata far cofa non 
conventente, ardifea di contradirgli : 
© con gentil modo valerfi della gra- 
tia acquifiata con Ie fue buene qua. 
Lita, per riméverlo dz Ognt intention 
vitiofa, © indurlo al camin della 
wrti.. Et cost havéndo il Cortegia- 
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worthy of Blame than Praife. For thefe 
Elegancies in Drefs and Motion, are pro- 
per only for the Entertainment of the 
Ladies, and Love; and though fome 
may perhaps think the contrary, yet they 
often produce Effeminacy in the Mind, 
corrupt Youth, and introduce a wanton 
Courfe of Life: And hence the Italian 
Name is branded with Ignominy: And 
there are but: few with us, who dare, I 


do not fay to die, but even venture the: 


leaft Hazard. And certainly there are 
many other Things to which we might 
pply_our felves, and would be of more 
Jfe both in Peace’ and War, than fuch 


But if the Actions of the Courtier be 
directed to that good End, which they 
ought, and to which I intend they fhould ; 
in my Judgment they will be not only not 
prejudicial and vain, but very ufeful, 
and extremely commendable. 

The End therefore of an accomplifhed 


Courtier, of which as yet nothing hath: 


been offered; is, in my Opinion, by 
Means of thofe Qualities which are af- 
figned him by thefe Gentlemen, fo to 


Procure himfelf a Place in the good E-- 


{teem and’ Affe€tion: of the Prince he 
ferves, that: he may at all Times ufe 
Freedom of Speech to him, and inform 
him of the true State of every Thing; 
as far as it may be convenient for him: 
to know it; and that without Fear or 
Danger of difpleafing. And when he 
fees that his Prince’s Difpofition prompts 
him to aét beneath his Charaéter, he 
fhould have the Courage to oppofe him: 
And in-a.courtseous Manner fo. to: pre- 

vail 
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vail on him, by the Favour he hath ob- 
tained by his own good Qualities, as to 
ill Defigns, and fix 
him in the Paths of And thus, 
if the Courtier is endued with that Good- 
Gentlmen have affign’d him, 
an a- 


divert him from all 
Virtue. 


nefs thofe 
accompany’d with a ready Wit, 
greeable Manner, Prudence, Learning, 
fo forth; he fhall in all manner of 
able artfully to give his 
how great Honour 


and 
Occurrences be 
Prince an Infight, 
and Advantage Uyill accrue, both to him- 
felf and his Subjects, from Juftice, Libe- 
rality, Magnanimity, Affability, and o- 
ther Virtues, which are expedient for a 
good Prince. Andon the contrary, how 
great Infamy and Prejudice proceeds from 
their oppofite Vices. 


Wherefore in my Judgment, as Mu- 
fick, Gallantry, and Mirth, and other 
agreeable Qualities are, as it were the 
Bloflom; fo to direét and perfuade his 
Prince to Good, and diffuade him from 
Evil, is the true Fruit of the Art of a 
Conraee, 

And becaufe the Praife of doing well 
confifts chiefly in two Points, the one in 
the Choice of the End that we aim at, 
that it may be truly good; the other in 
finding out fitand proper Means to ac- 
complifh it; certainly the Mind of him, 
whofe Care it is that his Prince may be 
deceived by no Man; nor liften to Flat- 
and Liars; and 
ill, 
and love the one, and hate the other, 
aims at the moft excellent End. 


terers, malicious Railers, 


that he may underftand good and 


It appears to me then, that the good 
Qualities eaffigned the Courtier by thefe 
+ oOo 


may be proper Means to ar- 


Gentlemen, 
at 


rive this End; 


the 


and that becaufe of 
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n0 in sé la bouta, come gli hanno at- 
tribuita quefti Signori, accompagnata 
con la | proutezza d’ir ngegno, %9 pia- 
evvlesza, © con la prudéntia, & 
RAL di léttere, &5 di tante altre 
cofe, fapra 1h Ogu 1L prope iftto a 
mente far vedére al fuo Principe 
quanto honore, utile uafta a liti, 
© allt fot, dalla ginflitia, dalla 1:- 
Mahe dalla magnanimita , dalla 
onfuctidine, & dallaltre 2 viene che 
Wiis véngono a buon Pr incipe. Et 
per contrario, guantainfamia, € & > dan- 
20 proceda da iz vitis oppefite a que- 


fle. 


Pero i0 eftzmo, che come la Miufr- 
ca, le fefie, 2 gichi, & Laltre 
condittont piacévolt , Sono quafi it 
fore; cosi lo indurre, 0 aiutare il 
fuo Principe al bene, & fpaventario 
dal male, fia il vero frutto della 
Cortegianta. 

Lt perché la laude del ben fare 
confifie pr ecipuamente in due cofe; 
delle quali Vuna & lo eléggerfi un 
jine, dove tenda la intentione noftra, 
che fia veramente buono; Llaltra il 
faper ritrovar mezZi opportuni, & 
atts per condurft a quefto bou fine dt- 
fegnato; certo &, che Panimo di co- 
lut, che penfa di far chel fio Prin- 
cipe non fia d’alcuno ingannato, ne 
afcolti gli adulator: , ne : malédict, 
 bugeardi; 9 conofca il bene, et 
hile «5 all’ uno portt amore, all al- 
tro édio, tende ad ¢tti 

Parmi aucor che le 
tribuite al Cort 
nor, a om 
pervenirve ; 


mo fine. 

condition: at- 
egiano da quefiz Sz- 
f er buon mezzo da 
€5 perche de z 
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moltt evrort, che hoggidi veggiamo 
au molti de’ nofira Principe, 2 mag- 
giori fono la ignorantia, & la per- 
fuafione di sé fteffi; 5 la radice di 
guefit dui mali non é altro, che la bu- 
gia: tb qual vitio meritamente é o- 
diofo a Dio, & a gli buémini, 5 pin 
noctve az ‘Priacipi, che alcunaltro: 
perché effi pia che dogwaltra cofa 
hanno carefita dt quello, di che pid 
che dognt altra cofa farta bifogno 
che havéffero abonddntia; cid 6 di 
chi dica loro il vero, © ricord: il 
bene; perché gli nimici non fon fii- 
mulatt dal’ amore a far quefit officit, 
anzi ban piacére, che vtvano fcele- 
vatamente, ne mat fi corréggano: 
dall’altro canto non dfano calunniar- 
gu publicamente per timor d’effer 
caftigatz. De gli amici poi, pochi 
fono, che habbiano Izbero adito ad ef 
Sts quelli pochi han riguardo a 
ripréndergli dei lor’ errori cosi Ii- 
beramente, come ripréudono 7 pri- 
vati; & /peffo per Suadagnar gra- 
tia & favore, non atténdono ad al- 
tro, che a propor cofe, che diléttino, 
dian piacér all’ dnimo loro, ancora 
che stano male, 5 difhonefie; di mo- 
do, che d’amicz divéugono adulatori, 
Et per trarre utilita da quel firetto 
commércio, parlano,  déprano fem- 
pre a complacéutia, © per lo pid 
fannofi la firada con le bugte; Le 
qualt nell’animo del Principe par- 
torz{cono la ignorantia non folamente 
delle cofe eftrinfeche, ma ancor di sé 
fiefo: 5 quefta dir fi puo la maggio- 
re, © la pit enorme bugta di tutte 
Laltre; perché l’dnimo ignorante in- 
ganna fe fleffo, & mentifce dentro asé 
medé fimo. 

‘Da queflo interviene che i Szgn0- 
v1, oltre al non inténdere mai il vero 


ye 
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the many Errors which we this Day fee in 
many of our Princes, the greateft are Ip- 
norance, and the good Opinion they en- 
tertain of themfelves; and the Root of 
thefe two Evils is lying: A Crime deferv- 
edly hateful to God and Man, and of all 
Men mott deftructive to Princes: Becaufe 
they of all Things have the greateft Want 
of that, in which of all Things it is moft 
neceflary they fhould abound ; namely, 
fuch as fhould tell them the Truth, and 
mind them of what is eood; fince their 
Enemies are not inclined to do them thofe 
good Offices out of Love, but are pleafed 
with the continued Wickednefs of their 
Lives: And on the other Side dare not 
openly calumniate them, for fear of Pu- 
nifhment. And as to their Friends, few 
of them have free Admittance; and thofe 
few care not to charge them with their 
Faults fo freely as they do private Men; 
and often to gain their Favour propofe to 
them Things that are agreeable, and mi- 
nifter to their Pleafures, tho’ in them- 
{elves wicked and difhonourable ; fo that 
even their Friends become their Flat- 
terers: ‘T’o make ufe of their Intimacy to 
their own Advantage, fpeak and aé 
with a Defign to pleafe, and for the moft 

Part, pave their Way by Lies; which 

raife in the Mind of the Prince not only 

an Ignorance of thofe Things which be- 

long not to him, but of thofe that do: 

And this of all others may be termed the 

moft enormous Cheat; for an ignorant 

Mind deceives and moft grofly impofes 

on it felf. 


Hence it comes to pafs, that Princes, 
befides their never coming to the Know- 
Aaa ledge 


& 


oat, 
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ledge of the Truth of any Thing, being 
intoxicated. with that unboun ded Liberty 
which Power brings along with it, and 
drowned in Variety of £ ee {ures, . are fo 
much deceived, and have their Minds fo 
much corrupted ; and fee ing themfelves 
always obeyed, and as it were adored 
with fo great Reverence and Applaufe, 
which is conferred on them not only with 
ut Reproof, but even without t te leatt 
Contradiction, they pafs from this Igno- 
rance to an extravagant Opinion of thém- 
felves ; infomuch that they afterwards ad- 
mit of no Advice, nor the Opinion of any: 
And becaufe they imagine the Art of 
governing is no difficulc Matter; and 
that to attain it they need no other Skill 
or Art but Force alone, they apply their 
whole Mind and Thoughts to maintain 


the Powert they are poffeffed of ; thinking 


that true Happinefs confifts in aéting 
without Controul. 

Some therefore conceive a Hatred a- 
gainft Reafon and Juttice, it appearing to 
them as a certain Check and Reftraint 
which would enflave them, and fhould 
they obferve it, as they imagine, it would 
diminifh that Pleafure and Satisfaction 
which they take in governing; as if their 
Power could not be compleat and entire, 
fhould they be obliged to a& according 
to Juftice and, Honour; fince they think 
whoever obeys is. not in reality a Prince, 


Being therefore under the Direction of 
thef ¢ Bomeinina: and fuffering themfelves 
to be tranfported with a Confidence of 
themfelves, they become proud, and with 
a haughty Air, and a diftant Behaviour, 


with Apparel biphese with Gold and 


Jewels, and by their feldom making their 


Neal in publick, they think to 


ord it over Mankind and to be efteemed 


dt cofa alcuna, inebbriati da quella 
licentiofa tiberta, che porta feco il 
aomtn td, dalla ee dantia delle de- 

Litie, fommerfi nei piacéri, tanto 
singannano, & tanto hanno L’animo 
corrotto; veggéudofi fempre obiditi, 
16} quafi adérati con tanta riverén- 
tia, “hills fa a wat, non che ri- 
e PRED ue, ma pur contradittione , 
che da questa ignorantia pal ano ad 
una efirema per fisafion dt sé. fleffi ; 
talmente che pot non. adméttono. con- 
Siglio, ne parer @altvi: Et perche 
crédono chet faper regnare fia face 
lifima cofa; per confeguirla non 
bifogni altr arte, 0 difeiplin 2, che la 
Sola forza, voltan lanimo, © turti 
Z fuot penficrt a mantener quella po- 
téntta che hanno; eflimando che la 
vera felicita fia tb poter cid.che fr 
vuole. 


Perd alcunt. hanno in, 0dio la. ra- 
gine, la giufittia, parendo lor 
chella fia un certo freno, O.un ade 
che lor poteffe ridurre im fervita, & 
diminuir loro.quel bene, & fatisfat- 
tiome, che hanno dire nares fe.vo- 
liffero fervarla; © che il loro. domt- 
210, nou fofjfe fe perfetto, ne wntegr 0, fe 
efft foffero confir ettz ad: obedire al 
débito, © all’honefto;, perché pénfa- 
no che chi obediffe, non fia veramente 
Szgnore. 

Berd. audando. drieto. a guefti prin- 
cipit, 6 lafcian dof trapportare daf- 
la Fehon ie di se. fielfi; di wena 
fiperbi, & col volto. imper safe 5 & 
coftumz aufterz, con veft <7 vf, Oro 
. gemme, ©. col. non lafciar fe sai 
mai vedére in publico, crv édono ac- 
quiflar autorita tra gli huémini, & 


elfer. quaft tenuti det. Et guefti fo- 
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: : ° of 0A Ad theweare tam yi Gaoear. 
10 al parer Mi0, Come 2 Colo ffi, che as Gods. And mney are in My) ugoment 
Lanno paffato furon fattt a Roma, like thofe Coloffi, which laft Year were 


ca 


wl di della fefla di piazz a’ Agone, made at Rome, on the Featt of the Piaz- 
che di fort moflravano fimilitidine za @Agone, which without had the Shew 
di grand: huémini, 5 cavalli trinm- of great Men and triumphal Horfes, but 
fanti, 5 dentro érano preni di flop- within were full of Rags and Straw. 
246 di firazZi. 
Ma i ‘Princip: di guefla forte fono But Princes of this Sort, are fo far 

tanto peggiort, guanto che i Coloffi worfe in as much as the Colofi kept 
per ta loro medéfima gravita ponde- themfelves upright by their own bulk and 
vofa ft foftengon ritti: & effi perché weight: Whereas they being ill poized 
dentro fino mal contrapefati, &§ feu- within, and placed without a due Balance 
za mifura poftt Sopra baft inequali, on difproportioned Bafes, overturn them- 
per la propria Lravita ruinano sé {elves by their own Heavinefs ; and from 

teffi; 5 da uno errore enc orrono ?# one run into infinite Errors: Becaufe 
wnpinitt: perchée la senordntia Lor 0, their Ignorance being accompanied with 
accompagnata da quella fayfa Pinion this falfe Opinion that they cannot err; 
di non poter errare;, © che la Preh-- and that tke Power they are poffeffed of 
tia che hanno proceda dal lor Sape- is tie Product of their own Wifdom, they 
rey snduce loro per OfUuL Via gilfta, ».. induced by all Methods, whether 
; ingitfia ad AB aM Stati audace- juft or unjuft, boldly to feize upon Ter- 
ea a id che Pupand. Ma fe ee ritories wherever they can. But did they 
soe Byers 4 HORM © ace, ads as much confider with themfelves how 
che débbono, cost contraflariano per 2 

) : db ig Be they fhould perform their Duty, as they 
“on regnare, come contraftano per re- of ba of me: 

“cas ; ; are concerned about lofing or Keeping 
guare; perche conofcertand, guanto heir P Bs trae ae Mia 5 
enorine, e perniciofa cofa fia, che i pie eke. ch : i Ae 
fudditi, Chan da effer governati, 57. ow monftrous - ee aee a Thing it 
ano pit favii, che i Principi, che that the Subjects whom they govern 
hanno da governare. fhould be wifer than the Princes who ate 
to govern them. 

Evccovi che la ignordutia dela Mit- 
fica, del danzare, & cavalcare, non 
noce ad alcuno; nientediméno chi non 
e Mifico, ft Vergogna, ne ofa canta- 
re in preféntia d’altrui; 0 danzar 
chi non fa; © chi non fr tien ben a 
cavallo , dt cavalcare. Ma dal non manage a Horfe, to ride. But notwith- 
S2p eemicn ar co. 2 Pup ole 9 Was hed ftanding from the Want of Skill in go- 
ei: gle UAE deflrutioni, vk te verning there arife infinite Evils, and the 
ae Abiates fe ak dir va le moft deftructive Peftilences the World af- 
mortal pefte che fi trovi Sopra la fee Rises baad 
terra: Et pir alcuni Princip: igno- fords: Yetfome Princes, Novices 


> oye ec , Government, ftill blufh not to 
vautiffime det governt, non fe vergd. Att of Fe hd ite . engage 


You cannot be ignorant that the Want 
of Skill in Mufick, Dancing and Riding, 
is prejudicial to none; yet he who is no 
Mufician blufhes, and hates to fing in 
Company, the unfkilful Dancer hates to 
dance, and he that knows not how to 





































364 
engage in governing, and that not only 
in the View of a few Perfons, but in the 
Face of the whole World; their Station 
béue on fo high an Eminence, that the 
Eyes of all Men are fixed upon them , 
and take Notice not only of their great, 
but even of their fmalleft Defects. 


Thus we find Cimon traduced for his 
loving Wine, Scipio Sleep, and Lucul- 
lus Feafting. And would to God the 
Princes of our Times had their Faults at- 
tended with fo great Virtues, as were 
thofe of the Ancients; who tho’ they er- 
red in fome Things, yet rejected not the 
Advice and Inftruction of thofe who 
were able to apprize them of their Errors ; 
and earneftly endeavoured to form their 
own upon the Plan of the Lives of excel- 
lent Men. As Epimanondas did his up- 
on that of Lyfias the Pythagorean, Age- 
filaus by that of Xenophon, Scipio by 
that of Panzetius. 


But fhould any rigid Phi lofopher of 


whatever Sect he was, come into the 
Prefence of fome of our Princes, and 
fhew them the frightful Face of true Vir- 
tue, and inftruét. them in Goodnefs, and 
in what Manner a good Prince ought to 
live; I queftion not but they would trem- 
ble at the firft Sight of him, as if they 
faw a Monfter, or would flout at him, 
as fomething very mean and defpicable. 


I fay then, fince Princes are in thefe 
eur Days thro” il] Habits, Ignorance, and 
a falfe Opinion of themfelves, fo-difficult 
to be informed of the Truth, and. in- 
clined to Virtue; and: finee there-are 
thofe who by Lies, Flattery, and other 
bafe Methods ftrive to creep into: their 
Favour; the Courtier by means of thofe 
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gnano di métterfi a Lovernar , NOK 
dird ir a prefentia dt quattro, 0 di fei 
hudmine, ma al cofpetto di tutto'l 
mondo: perché ib grado loro e po- 
fio tanto in alto, che tutti gli occhi 
ad effi mivano; % pero non che i 
grandt, ma i piccoliffime lor difett: 
Sempre fono notati. 

Come fi ferive che whi 8 era Ca- 
Lumniato, che amava il 0, Scapse g- 
ne il founo, Lucullo i conviviz. Ma 
Placeffe a Dio, che tPrincipi di que- 
fiz nofiri tempi accompagnalfero t pec- 
cati loro con tante Vertis con guante 
accompagnavano qguegls antichi; ¢ 
quatt, fe ben in qualche cofa errava- 
20, nOnu flgetvano pero z ricordi, §§ 
documenti, di chi loro parea baftante 
a corréggere quegls ervord ;, ani cer- 
cavano con ogni infiantia dt compo- 
ner la vita fua fotto la norma a’ hué- 
mint fingulart. Come Epaminonda 
di Lifta igeson Agefilao di. Xe- 
uofonte, Scipione diPanetio, & inji- 
ntti altrt. 

Ma fe ad alcuni de nofiri Princi- 
pi veniffe inuanti un fevero. Fildfo- 
fo, 0.chi fi fia; il gual apertamente, 
© fenza arte alcun a, voleffe mofirar 
loro quella borrida fatcta della vera 
virti,  infeguar loro i buoni coftu- 
mi, equal vita debba effer quella 
d’un buon Principe; fon certo che al 
primo afpetto lo abhorrirtano, come 
um afpide, 0 veramente fe ne farla- 
no beffe, come di cofa viliffimo. 

Dico adungue che pot che haggidi 

z, Principi fon tanto corrotti dal lle 
ef confuetudint, © dalla ignorda- 
Lay & falfa per fita Yoo ne di sé fle; bs 
& che tanto é difficile il dar loro no- 
titta della verita, © indurgli alla 
virtis che gli hudm ini con le bu- 
gil,  adulationi, © con cos} vitiofi 
mods 
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moda: cércano d’entrar loro. in gra: 
tia; iL Cortegiauo per mezzo di guel- 
be gentil qualita, che date gli han- 
no tb Conte Ludovico, § Meffer Fo- 
derico, puo factlmente, © deve pro- 
curar Wacquiftar la benivoléntia, 
© adefiar tanto Lanimo: del fuo 
Principe, che fi faccia adito libero 


© ficuro di parlargli d ogni cofa 


Senza effer motefto : & fe egli fara ta- 
le, come sé detto, con poca fatica 
Sli verra fatto: & cos? potva aprir- 
li fempre la verita di tutte le cofe 
con defirezza. 

Oltra di quefto a poco a poco infen- 
derglt nell’ animo la bonta, & in fe- 
Znargle la continéntia, la fortezza, 
la giufittia, la temperantia ; facén- 
dogli guftar quanta dolcezza. fia co- 
perta da quella poca amoritidine, 
che al primo. afpetto Sofferifce a 
cht contrafla a 1 -vitii; i quali fin 
Sempre dannofi; difpiacévolt, 6 ac- 


compagnatt dalla infamia, & bidfimo, 


cost come le wirth fono utili, gi0con- - 


de, © piene di laude. Et a guefte 
eccitarlo con Leffémpio de i celebrati 
Gapitani, © daltri. hudmini eccel. 
lenti, digquali gli antichi ufa'vano 
di far flatue di bronzo, © di mar- 
mo, 5, talhor doro,  collocarle 
me’ locht publici, cosi per. honor di 
quegl, come per lo fiimulo de gli al- 
trt, che per una honefta invtdia ha- 
velfero da sforzarft di gidngere effi 
ancora a quella gloria. 

In quefto modo la auftera fivada 
della virth potra condurlo, gquaff 
adornandola di frond: ombrofe, e 
Spargéendola di vaghi fort, per ten- 
perar la noia del faticofo camino, 
a chi é di forze. débile: 8 hor con 
Mifica, hor con armi, 8 cavalli, 
Lor con verft, bor con ragionamente 
d’amore, 
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Accomplifhments which Count Lewis, 
and’ Frederick have conferred. on him, 
may eafily, and ought to gain his good 
Will, and fo-to decoy the Mind of his 
Prince, as-to get a free and uninterrupt- 
ed Accefs, and to difcourfe to him:on all 
Occurrences without being thought trou- 

lefome: And this he will with little La- 
bour bring to pafs, if he is fuch as hath 
been defcribed, and will-be able ever art- 
fully to difclofe to-him the Truth of all 
Things. 


> 


Befides this he will by little and little 


ftruct him in Chaftity, Fortitude, Juttice 
and ‘Temperance; caufine him to tafte 
how great Sweetnefs lies concealed under 
that little Bitternefs; which: in-the firft 
Conflict oppofes them who encounter 
Vice, which is ever hurtful and difpleafing 
in the Ends and attended with Difgrace 
and Infamy, as Virtue is ever profitable, 
pleafing andcommendable. And to this 
he will excite him by the Examples of re- 
nowned Generals, and other eminent Men, 
to. whom the Ancients-ufed to ere& Sta- 
tues of Brafs and Marble, and fometitnes 
of Gold, and place them in publick, as 
well for: their Honour, as for-a Spur to 
others, who thro’? an honourable Emula- 
tion might ftrive to raife themfelves to the 


fame Pitch of Glory. 


Cr 
oOo 


In this Manner fhall he be able to con 
duct him thro’ the narrow Path of Virtue, 
adorning’ it as-it were with fhady Boughs, 
and ftrewing it with fragrant Flowers, to 
refrefh his Mind, as-yet but weak for the 
tawborious Journey: And fometimes’ with 
Mufick, fometimes~ with~ Arms and 
Horfes, now with Poetry, now- with “ne 

courfes 





inftill into his Mind’ Goodne Ss, and in- 
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courfes of Love, and by all thofe other 
Methods thofe Gentlemen have mention- 

rmnilauy hic Mind 
ed, fhall he perpetually employ his Mind 
in fome reputable Diverfion: Still in the 
midit of thefe Allurements, as I have al- 


ready hinted, making an Impreflion of 


fome particular Virtue, and practifing’on 
him a falutary Deceit; like cunning Phy- 
ficians, who defigning to give fick In- 
fants whofe Stomachs are weak a bitter 
Potion, tinge the Orifice of the Cup with 
fomething fweet. 


The Courtier therefore drawing the 
Veil of Pleafure for this purpofe, will 
make all Seafons, Places and Diverfions 
fubfervient to his End: and will in this 
deferve higher Commendation and Re- 
ward than in any other good Adtion he 
could do for the World. For there is 
not a more univerfal Benefit than a good 
Prince; nor Evil fo univerfally hurtful as 
a bad one: Wherefore there can be no 
Punifhment fo fevere and cruel as to bea 
fufficient Chaftifement to thofe wicked 
Courtiers, who ufe their centile and a- 
greeable Addrefs, and other good Quali- 
ties to a bad End; and by thefe means 
feck for the Favour of their Prince, in 
order to corrupt and feduce him from the 
Paths of Virtue, to lead him into that of 
Vice. For we may juftly fay fuch Men as 
thefe infect with deadly Poyfon not one 
Veffel which one Perfon alone drinks out 
of, but the publick Fountain which al] 
have recourle to. 


Octavian breaking off here, as if he had 
nothing farther toadd: Gafpar began, itap- 
pearsnot to me, Octavian, that the Good. 
nefs of Mind, Continence, and thofe o- 
ther Virtues which you would have the 
Courtier teach his Prince can be commu- 

nicated : 


d'amore, & con tutti que’ modi, che 
hanuo detti quefti Szgnori, tener con- 
tinuamente quell’dnimo occupato in 
piacere honejto: impriméndogli pero 
ancora fempre (come ho detto) in 
Compagnia de guefte illecebre, quel 
coflume virtuofo,  ingannandolo con 
enganuo faluttfero; come i cunti Meé- 
dict, li quali fpefo volendo uar a 
fanciull infermi, e troppo delicati, 
medicina di Japore amaro, circénda- 
uo Lorificio det vafo di qualche dolce 
liguore. 

Adoprando adunque a taleffetto il 
Cortegzano quefto velo di piacére in 
agus tempo, in ogni loco, in ogni 
cfercitio confeguira il fuo fine: & 
meritera molto maggior laude 8 pré- 
mio, che per qual fi voglia altia 
buona vpera, che far poteffe al mon- 
do. Perché non é bene alcuno, che 
cost univerfalmente giovi, come il 
buon Principe; ué male, che cost n- 
niverfalmente noccia, come il wal 
Principe: perd now & ancir pewa 
tanto atroce © crudele, che foe ba- 
fiante cafligo a guei fcelerati Corte- 
giant, che de 2 modi Zentili 5 pia- 
cévolt, delle buone conditioni fi 
vagliono a mal fine; © per mezzo 
di quelle cercan la gratia de i loro 
Princip, per corrémpergli, & 
difviarli dalla via della virth, & 
wmdurgl: ab vitio. Che guefli tali 
dir fi pud, che uon un vafo, dove un 
Jolo haboia da bere, ma il fonte pi- 
blico, del quale ufi tutto'l populo , 
wnfeéttano di mortal veneno. 

Tacéafi il §. Ottaviano come Se pin 
avanti parlar non havefe volito: 
ma il 8.Gafparo, A me non par §. 
Ottaviano diffe, che quefia bonta 
a’animo, & la continéntia, 8 Lal- 
tre virti, che voi volete, ch®l Cor: 


legiauo 








var fi péffano: ma penfo che 
hudmini che Lhanuo, sdano date 
la. natura, e da Dio. 


lerato, €. di mala 


tale: 
Jia, ha piasér defer tenuto 
continente, buono; 
terverrebbe, fe 
ft potéffero: 
sl non faper quello, 
pofto fiidio ; 
haver quello, 
m0. elfer ornati. 

Pero ogn’unoe sforza di 


cS 


dere i defetti naturali, cos} 


fi vede.ne i ciechi, 
Guefit mancamenti fr 
Zare alla 
Spiace fentigls in.sé fleffa ; 

Pare che per. teftimduio della 


fetto, quasi per un Jigitlo, 
della fua malttia. 

Couferma ancor la mia 
guella Fabula, 
theo: 
buir 
Mint, che gli 


antmali, Onde Prometheo rudd guel: 
la, artificiofa Sapiéntia da Minerva, 
S daVulcano, per la quale. gli: hud- 
mint trévavano il Ulvere: ma non 
havéano perd la Japiéntia civile dj 
cougregarft. infieme nelle Citta, & 
faper vivere moralmente , Ler effer 
quefia nella rocca. di Jove guardata 
da.cuflodi Sagaciffimi, i quali tanto 


BOOK 
egiano moftri al fio Szguore , tuipa 
a gle 
dal. 
Lit. che. cosi 
Jia, vedete, che non éalcun tanto fe: 
forte al mondo, 
ue Cos? intemperante, &S ingiufto, che 
efféudone dimandato, confelii defer 
ANZL OLW UM, per malvagio. che 
Liufio, 
al che non. in- 
quefte Virta imparar 
Perché now & vergogna 
an che noun. sha 
mi bene par bidfimo non 
di che da natura deve- 


nafCOn- 
dell’ d. 
uim0o, come anctra del corpo: il che 
ZOppi, torti, F 
altra firoppiati, 0. bruttis che benche 
fi poffano imptu- 
natura, pur ad ogwuno. di- 
percheée 
meade 
‘ma natura. lhuomo habbia guel di- 


 fegno 


opinion 
che ft dice a’ E-pime- 

Lqual feppe. cosi mal difiri- 
le doti. della natura o El hud- 
lafczd. molto pin. bi- 
Lognofi ogni cofa, che tutti gL altri 





























































LV. TYE al 
nicated: And T think thofe Men who iti 
have them, derive them from Nature and i 
God. And that it. is. thus you: fee, be- ii 
caufe.there is no one fo wicked and profli- 
gate, no one fo intemperate and unjuft, 
who, if you inquire of him, owns himfelf 
asfuch: So that every one, tho’ bad in 
himfelf, ill takes a Pleafure to be reputed 
juft, continent and good; which would 
by no means be if thofe Virtues could be 
acquired: Becaufe no one would blufh to 
be ignorant in that which he never labour- 
ed to underftand; but every one is juftly- | 
blamed who is defective in that with which He 
he ought to be adorned by Nature. i} 


Hence all’endeavour to conceal the na- in 
tural Defects both of their Mind and Me 
Body: As we behold in thofe who are Me 
Blind, Lame, Crooked, and:all-who are 
any otherwife. deformed or blemithed ;., 
who altho’ they might afcribe thefe De. 
fects to Nature, yet are each of them dif- 
pleafed to find them in themfelves; be- 
caufe it looks like a Teftimony from i 
Nature her felf that the Man hath this | 
Blemith fet upon him as a Sign and a Sea] 
of his own Depravity. 

This Opinion of mine is: farther con- 
firmed by the Fable that is told of Epis qn 
metheus, who was fo ill a Jadge in diftri- ha 
buting the Gifts of Nature to Men, that Ai 
he left them more deftitute of what was 
neceflary for them, than any other Ani- 
mal.. Andon this Account Prometheus 
ftole from Minerva and’ Vulcan that In- HH) 
genuity by which Men procure their Live- H 
lihood: But ftill they were without politi-- 
cal: Wifdom to gather themfelves toge- 

ther in Cities, and to live under Laws, 
that: being kept in the Caftle of Jupi- il} 
ter. by vigilant.Guards, who fo affrichted 













































268 The COURTIER. 


Prometheus, that he durft not venture to 
approach them: Upon which Jove him- 
felf commiferating the Afflictions of Man- 
kind, who not being able to unite them- 
i¢ erat. Society thro’ the Defect -of ci- 
vil Virtue, were torn to Pieces by 
wild Beafts, fent Mercury on Earth to 
introduce Juftice and Modefty, that thofe 
two Virtues might adorn Cities, and unite 
together the Citizens; and ordered that 

ey fhould be given to Men not like o- 
ther Arts, in which one fkillful Perfon, 
as in Phyfick, makes amends for the De- 
ficiences of many who are ignorant; but 
that they fhould be ftamped on the Mind 
of every Man: And ordained it as a Law, 
that all who were without Juftice and Mo- 
defty, fhould be banifhed and condemn- 
ed to Death, as peftilential to Society. 

You fee then Oétavian thefe Virtues 
are granted to Men by God, and are not 
acquired, but natural. 


‘Would you, Gafpar, replied Odtavian 
with a Smile, perfuade us that Men are 
of fo unhappy and perverfe a Judgment, 
that they fhould by their Induftry find 
out the Art of taming the wildeft Beafts 
as Bears, Wolves, and Lions; and by 
Art too inftruct a wandring Bird to fly as 
the Will of Man direéts and to revert 
from the Woods and their own natural 
Liberty to Cages anda voluntary Con- 
finement; and that they cannot by the 
fame Induftry, or will not invent Arts 
to their own Advantage, and by Diligence 
and Application improve their own 
Minds? In this, in my Opinion, they 
would act like Phyficians who fhould on- 
ly apply their Art to the Care of a fore 
Finger, or the Rafh in Children, and 
neglect the Cure of Fevers, Pleurifies, 


and 


{paventavano Prometheo , che non 


ofava loro accorflarfi: Oude Fove 
havendo compaffione alla miferta de 
Lu hucmini, 2 quali non potendo ftar 
anitt per mancamento della virti ci- 
vile, érano lacerati dalle fiere, man- 
do Merctrio in terrad portar la giu- 


Stitia, & la vergogna, accio che que- 
jte due cofe or nalfero te citta, © cob- 


ligaffero infieme t cittadini; © volfe 
che a quegh foffer date, non come 
Laltre arti, nelle quali un perito 
bafta per moltt zgnor ‘ant, come é la 
medicina ; ma che in ciafeun foffero 
smprefje: © ordind una legge, che 
tutt, quelli, che érano fenza giuftt- 
tia 5 vergogna, foffero, come pefii- 


feri alle citta, eflerminati, © mor- 


$2; 


Eccovt adunque S. Ottaviano che 
guefte virtn fono da Dio conceffe a 
gli hucmini, © non simparano, ma 
fono naturals. 

Althora il S.Ottaviano gquaft ri- 
dendo, Voi aduuque S.Ga/paro diffe, 
volete che gli huomini flan cosi infe- 
lict, © dt cosi perverfo giudicio, che 
habbiano con la induftria trovato ar- 
te, per far manfuett gl’ ingegns delle 
fiere, Orfi, Lupi, Leont; & pdffano 
con quella infegnare ad ‘un Vago au- 
gello volar ad arbitrio dell’huomo, 
€S tornar dalle felve , & dalla Sia 
natural liberta volontariamente a t 
lacct, & alla ferviti; ©5 con la me- 
dé fima jaditieci ta non poffano, 0 non 

vogliano trovar arti, con le quali 
gidvino a sé fleffi, con di lig én- 
tia, & flidio faccian Vanimo fio mi- 
gliore. Quefto (4 al parer mio) fareb- 
be, come fe t médici fiudiaffero con 
ognt Widiadasie® d’haver pene 
Varte da fanare il mal dell’ unghte, 


% 


i) 








& lo lattume de z fanciulli, &8 La- 
[ciaffero la cura delle febri, della 
pleuresta, & dell’altre nfirmita 
gravi; ihche, quanto foffe fuor di 
ragione, ogn’un puo confiderare. 
Lftimo io adungue che le virtd 
moral 1 noe non fiano totalmente da 
natura; perché niuna cofa fi pudc mai 
affuefare a quello, che le & natural- 
mente coutrario: come fi vede d’un 
Saffo, iL qual fe ben dieci milia volte 
foffe gittato all’inft, mai non saf- 
fuefarta andarvi da sé. Perd fe a 
mot le virth foffero cosi naturali, 
come la gravita al JSalfo, non ci af: 
fuefaremmo mai al vitio. Né meno 
Jono 2 vitit naturali di quefto modo; 
perchée non potremmo effer mai vir- 
tuoft: © troppo iniquita & frioc- 
chezza faria caftigar gli hudmini 
di que difetti, che producéffero da 
natura fenza nofira colpa. Et que- 
fio error comettertano le leggi, Le- 
gualt non danno fupplicio a i mal- 
fattori per lo errir paffato, percheé 
non fr puo far che quello, che é fat- 
to, non fia fatto; ma hanno rifpetto 
allo aventre, accio che chi ha errato, 
non errt pit: ovéro col mal efém- 
p10 non dia caufa ad altrui d’erra- 
re. 


Lit cosi pir eftimano, che le virta 
smparar fe poffano; il che & verifp- 
mo, perché not fiamo nati atti a ri- 
céverle, © medefimamente i vitii: 
© pero dell’uno, & Laltro in noi fe 
fa Vhabito con la confietidine, di 
modo, che prima operiamo le virti, 
02 Vitit, poi fiamo virtuofi, d vi- 
L20ff. 
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IV. 269 
and other malignant Diftempers; which, 
how unreafonable it is, any one may di 
termine. 


In my Opinion therefore, our moral 
Virtues are not entirely derived from 
Nature; becaufe nothing can ever be 
brought by Cuftom to that which is con- 
trary to its Nature: As is evident from 
aStone, which though it beever fo often 
thrown up in the Air, yet will it never by 
Cuftom afcend of it felf. If therefore 
Virtue was as natural to us as Gravity 
to a Stone, we fhould never by Cuftom 
bring our felves to Vice. Nor for the 
fame Reafon are our Vices natural; be- 
caufe then we could never be virtuous: 
And it would be a very great Fault and 
Folly to punith Men for thofe Defects, 
which were produced by Nature, with- 
out any Default of their own. And with 
this Error would the Laws be chargea- 
ble, which do not infli€ Punithment on 


* Malefactors for their paft Faults; for they 


cannot undo that, which hath been al- 
ready done; but they have a Regard to 
Futurity, that he who hath offended may 
offend no more: and that he may not by 
his bad Example give Occafion to others 
of offending. 


Thus in theJudgment of the Law, Vir- 
tue can be acquired ; and the Truth of 
this may be hence confirmed, in that by 
Nature we are equally difpofed to receive 
Virtue and Vice: And we attain to a Ha- 
bit as well of the one as of the other by 
Cuftom; and according as we firft enter 
upon a Courfe either of Virtue or Vice, 
we afterwards become virtuous or vis 
cious, 
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But we know it is contrary in thofe 
Things we derive from Nature; in which 
we have firft the Power of acting, before 
we perform the Action: As in the Sen- 
fes, we have farft the Power to fee, 
hear, and touch, afterwards we fee, hear, 
and touch: tho’ many of thefe Operations, 
derive their Grace and Ornament from 
Art. 

For good Mafters do not only inftruct 
their Scholars in Learning, but in good 
Behaviour ; and. teach them how to eat, 
drink, to talk, and. walk with a due De- 
corum. Wherefore as in other Arts, fo 
in that of Virtue, it is neceffary to have 
a Mafter; who by Learning and good 
Inftructions may excite, and difclofe thofe 
Moral Virtues, of which we have the Seeds 
included.and buried in our Souls: and like 
a good Hufbandman, cultivate and clear 
the Way. for them, by rooting. up the 
Thorns and Thiftles of our Appetites 
that furround them, which often fo much 
fhade and choak. the Powers of the Mind, 
that they. cannot bloom, and ripen into 
thofe happy Fruits which we fhould with 
might alone grow in the Hearts of 
of Men. 

In this Manner then that, Juftice and 
Shame is natural to every one, which 
you. fay was fent upon Earth by Jupi- 
ter, But as a Body without Eyes, tho 
(trong in itfelf, if it moves to any deter- 


minate Place, often errs; fo the Root of 


thofe Virtues which are connatural to 
our Minds, is without Life, if it is not 
cherifhed by Difcipline; becaufe Nature 
is not alone fufficient (as hath been faid) 
to bring them to Action and their perfect 
Flabit, but muft call in the Aid of Art 
and Reafon, which purifie and brighten 
the Soul, by taking off the dark Veil 


Lt contrario fi conofce nelle cofe, 
che ci fon date dalla natura; che 
prima havemo in poténtia d’operare, 
pot operiamo: come ne i fenfi, che 
prima potemo vedére, udtre, toccare, 
pot vedemo, udiamo, ¢é tocchiamo : 
Genche perd ancora molte div quefle 
operatiout Sadérnano con ba difci- 
plina. 


Onde 2 buoni Pedagdghi non fola- 
mente infégnano léttere a i fanciul- 
li, ma ancéra buoni modi &§ hone fii, 
nel mangzare, bere, parlare, an- 
dare con. certi gefti accommodate: 
Perd come nell’altre arti, cosi an- 
cora nelle virth. & neceffirio. haver 
macfiro; il gual. com dottrina, && 
buoni ricordi fifcits & rifvegli. ip 
not quelle virta morali, delle gualt 
havemo il feme. inclufo. & fepulto 
nell-auima: © come buono agriculto- 
ve le cultivi, . loro apra la. via, 
Levandoci d’intorno le Spine, @ Lo- 
Glo de gli. appetiti; 2 guali fpeffo 
tauto: addmbrauo, & fnffocan. gli, ani 
mt. nofiri, che forir nom Zui laftia- 
n0, ne produr quez felici frutti, che 
foli. ft dourtano defiderar, che na- 
{eélfero. ne i cuori, humani. 

‘Di gueflo modo adunque é natural 
in ciafcun di not la giuftttia, & la 
vergogna, la qual.voi dite che Fove 
mandi in.terva a tutti gli hudmini. 
Ma fi come un. corpo fenzaocchi, per 
robufio che fia, fe fi move ad un 
qualche términe, {peljo fallas cos? la 
vaaice. di quefte virth potentialmen- 
te mgéuite ne gli auimi noftri, fe 
non ¢ atutata, dalla difciplina, fpef- 
fo fe rifolve in nulla; perché fe fe 
deve ridurre in atto, &§ all’habito 
fio perfetto, non fi contenta (come 
se detto) della natura fola, ma ha 
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bifogno della artificiofa con fuetidi- 
ne, © della ragione, la quale purt- 
jichi, & diticid: quell anima, levan- 
dole ib tenebrofo velo della ignuordn- 
tia, dalla qual quafi tutti gli erro. 
ri. de gle hudmini procédono. Che fe 
aL bene, el male foffero ben conofciu- 
ti, 9 inteft, ogn'un fempre eleggerta 
al bene, © fuggirta il male. 

Pero la virth fi pud guafi dire 
una prudéntia, © un faper elégge- 
ve il bene; @1 vitio una imprudén- 
tia, \ ignorautia, che induce a 
giudicar falfamente: percheé non e- 
léggono mat gli hudmine il male 
con opinion, che fia male, ma s’in- 
gannano per una certa fimilitidine 
di bene. 

Rifpofe allhora il Signir Gafparo, 
Son perd moltt, 2% quali condfiono 
chiaramente, che fanno male, & pir 
lo fanno; § quefto, perche eftimano 
pia il piacer prefente, che féntono, 
che’l caftigo, che dubitan che gli ne 
habbia daventre; come i lady:, gls 
homuctdt, §§ altri talz. 


Diffe it §.Ottaviano, It vero pia- 
cére & fempre buono, el vero dolor 
malo. Perd quefli s’ingaunano, to- 
gliendo il piacér falfo per lo vero, 
e’b vero dolor per lo falfo: onde fpef- 
fo pert falft piacért incérrono ne i 
vert difpiacéri. Quell’arte adun- 
que, che imfegua a difcerner guefta 
verita dal falfo, pir fi pud impara- 
re; & la virta, per la quale eleggé- 
mo quello, che é veramente bene, non 
quello, che falfamente effer appare, fe 
pud chiamar vera fiiéntia, pin 
grovevole alla vita humana, che al- 
cum altra; perché leva la 1gnorantia, 
dalla quale, (come ho detto) udfeono 
tutte t malt. 

Mllhora 
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ef Ignorance, which is the Root of al] 
human Error. For if Good or Evil were 
thoroughly underftood, we fhould al 
ways chufe the one, and avoid the o- 
ther, 


We may therefore define Virtue a 
certain Prudence, and Skill in the Choice 
of what is good; and Vice a certain Ip. 
norance and Imprudence, which inclines 
us to make a falfe Judgment of it : 
Since Men never chufe Evil, as ta- 
king it for Evil, but are deceived by a 
certain falfe Appearance of Good, 


But there are many, reply’d Gafpar , 
who though they perfectly underftand 
what they are doing is ill, yet will full 
do it; and that, becaufe they fet a great- 
er Value upon the prefent Pleafure they 
enjoy, than they have Fear for the Pu- 
nifhment, which they perhaps may ef- 


cape; as Thieves, Murderers, and the 
like. 


To this Oétavian reply’d, True Plea- 
{ure is always good, and true Pain an 
Evil. Thefe Men therefore are often 
deceived, by taking falfe Pleafures for 
true, and true Grief for falfe: from 
whence it happens they often from falfe 
Pleafures fall into real AMlitions, That 
Art therefore which inftru@s us to diftin- 
guifh Truth from Falthood, can be ac- 
quired; and the. Virtue by which we 
chufe that which is truly good, not 
that which hath the falfe Appearance of 
Goodnefs, may be termed a true Know- 
ledge, and more ufeful in human Life 
than any other; becaufe it removes that 

Bbb 2 Ignorance, 
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fenorance, from whence, as I have faid, 
arife all our Evils. 

I donot know Oétavian, anfwers Peter 
Bembo, how Gafpar can grant you that 
all Evils fpring from Ignorance; and 
that there are not many, who doing ill, 
know very well that what they do is fo; 


Allhora M.Pietro Bembo, Nou fe, 
diffe, S. Ottaviano, come confentir vi 
debba tl §.Gafparo, che dalla 1g n0- 
rantia nadfiano tutti « mali; & che 
non stano molti, 4 quali peccando, 


i Rs PR } ee 
nor are they in the leaft ignorant of fauno veramente, che Peccano, ne 


true Pleafure, or true Pain: For certain 
it is, that fome incontinent Perfons, 
judge reafonably and juftly, and know 
that what they do contrary to their Du- 
ty, when excited by their Luft, is il; 
and yet they refift and oppofe this Rea- 
fon by their Appetite. Hence arifes a 
Combat between Pleafure and Pain a- 
eainft the Judgment: At laft Reafon be- 
ing conquered, delivers it felf up to the 
prevailing Power of Appetite, like a Ship, 
which for a little Time defends it felf in 
a Tempeft; but at laft being affaulted 
by the too great Violence of the Wind, 
torn from it Anchor and Cables, gives 
her felf up to. be driven as Fortune fhall 
direct, without any Pilot to preferve her 


from Ruin. 


Men therefore of this Stamp commit 
their Errors under fome dubious. Re- 
morfe, and as it were in Defpight of 
themfelves, which they would not do, 
were they not apprized that their Actions 
were ill; but without any Conteft with 
Reafon, they would take the full Swinge 
of their Appetite, and thus would be- 
come not incontinent, but intemperate, 
which is much worfe. For Incontinence 
is termed a {mall Vice, becaufe it hath 
in it fome fmall Share of Reafon: As 
Continence is but an imperfect Virtue, 
becaufe it includes in it fomewhat of Ap- 
petite. Wherefore no one, in my Opi- 

nion, 





Sugannano punto nel vero piacére, 
ne ancor nel vero dolore: perché 
certo é, che quet, che fono inconti- 
nentt, giddican con ragione, & drit- 
tamente, © fanno che quello, a che 
dalle cupidita fono flimulati contra 
sl dovére, € male; © perd restfiono, 
 oppdngono la ragione all’appetito. 
Onde ne nafce la battaglia del pia- 
cere, © del dolore contra il giuds- 
C10: in ultimo la ragion vinta dall’. 
appetito troppo poffente s abandonna, 
come nave, che per un {patio ditem- 
po ft difende dalle procelle. di mare, 
al fin percofja da troppo furiofo im- 
peto di venti, (pezzate Lanchore, 
 Jarte, fi lafcia traportar ad arbt- 
trio di fortuna, fenza operar timone 
0 magiftério alcuno, di calamita per 
falvar fi. 

Incontinente adungue commetton 
gli errort con un certo ambtguo ri- 
mor fo, &5 quafi al lor difpetto, il che 
non fartano, fe non fapéffero, che 
quel che fanno ¢ male; ma fenza 
contraflo di. ragione andartano total- 
mente profufi drieto all’appetito, &§ 
allbor non incontinenti, ma intempe- 
vatt fartano; ilche, é@ molto peggio. 
Perd la incontinéntia fi dice effer 


vitio diminuto, perché hain sé par- 
te di ragione:  medefimaménte Ja 
continéntia virth imperfetta, per- 
ché ha in sé. parte d’affetto. Percid, 
guefio parm: che non ft poffa dire, che 
gli errort de gl incontinent: procé- 
dano 




















































dano da ignorantia, 6 che effi sin- 
gannino, & che non pécchino, fapen- 
do che veramente péccano. 


Rifpofe i 8S. Ottaviano, In véro 
M. Pietro, Pargumento vofiro é buo- 
n0; nientediméno, fecondo mé, é pid 
apparente, che vero: perché, benache 
SL incontinentt pécchino con quella 
ambiguita, §& che la ragione unell’- 
animo loro contrafii con Lappettto, 
© lor paia, che quel, che & male, 
fia male ; pur non ne hanno perfetta 
coguitione, née lo fanno cosi intiera- 
mente, come farta bifogno: pero in 
effi di quefto é pik prefio una débile 
opinione, che certa [ciéntia; onde 
confentono, che la ragion fia vinta 
dallo affetto. Ma fe ne havéffero 
vera. fciéntia, non € dubbir, che non 
ervartano; perchée fempre quella co- 
fa, per la quale Vappetito vince la 
vagione, € ignordntia: née puod mai 


la vera fcienza effer fuperata dallo. 


affetto, il quale dal corpo, 5 non 
dall’animo deriva: & fe dalla ra- 
gione é ben retto,  governato, di- 
venta virtu; © fe altrimenti, di- 
venta Vitio. 

Ma tanta forza ha laragione, che 
Sempre fi fa obedive al fenfo, © con 
maravigliofi modi, § vie péuetra, 
pur che la ignordntia non occupi 
quello, che effa baver dourta: di mo- 
40, che benche i fotriti, ei nervi, 
© Loffa non habbiano ragione in se, 
pir quando nafce im noi quel movi- 
mento dell animo, quaft che’l penfie- 
ro fproni, S fiuota la brigha ai 
Spiriti, tutte le membra s apparec- 
chiano, i piedi at corfo, le mani a 
pighar, oa fare cid che Vanimo pen- 
fa. Et queflo ancéra fi conofte mani- 
fefiamente 
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nion, can fay that the Errors of the In- 
continent proceed from Ignorance, or 
that they impofe on themfelves, or that 
they do not fin, knowing that they are 
truly guilty of finning. 

Octavian reply’d, truly Peter your Ar- 
gument is good; but neverthelefs ip 
my Judgment it is more fpecious than fub- 
ftantial: For though the Incontinent of: 
fend with fome Doubtfulnefs, and-their 
Reafon hath fome Conteft with their Ap- 


petite, and they have a Knowledge of 


what is evil; yet their Knowledge not 
being perfect, nor fo compleat as it 
ought to be: They have therefore in 
this Affair rather a certain weak Opinion, 
than any fixed Knowledge; which in- 
clines them:to bring their Reafon in Sub- 


jection to their Appetite. Whereas, if 


their Knowledge were perfe€t, without 
doubt they would not fall into Error; 
becaufe whenever Reafon | is vanquifhed 
by Appetite, it is owing to Ignorance: 
For true Knowledge can never be defeat- 
ed by Appetite; which derives its Ori- 
gin. from the. Body, and-not from the 
Soul: and if directed and governed by 
Reafon, it becomes a Virtue; otherwife a 
Vice. 

And fo:great is the Power of Reafon, 
that it always brings Senfe to Obedience, 
and in a wonderful Manner and Method 
forces its Way: fo that Ignorance can- 
not feize upon that. which of Right be- 
Jongs-to it. And although the Spirits, 
Nerves and Bones have no Reafon in 


themfelves, yet whenever there arifes in: 


us any Motion of the Mind, the Thoughts 
as it were fpur,.and give. the Reins to 
the Spirits; and all the Members of the 
Body get. themfelves in a Readinefs ; 
the Feet for the Race, the Hands to lay 

hold 
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hold of, or execute the Thoughts of the 
Mind. This is evident in many, who 
without knowing, eat fome loathfome 
Food difagreeable to the Stomach, but fo 
difguifed in the dreffing that it feems de- 
licious to the Palate; and underftanding 
afterwards what they have eat, they not 
only hate and naufeate it in their Mind, 
but the Judgment of their Mind, 1n con- 
fent with the Body, forces them to caft 
it up again. 

Oavian had gene on with his Dif- 
courfe, but Julian interrupting him, faid; 
Odtavian, if I underftand you right, you 
termed Continence an imperfect Virtue, 
becaufe it included in it fome kind of 
Appetite: But in my Judgment, that Vir- 
tue (there being in our Mind a War be- 
tween Reafon and Appetite) which con- 
tends, and gives the Victory to Reafon, 
ought to be looked upon as more per- 
fect than that, which conquers, without 
having any Defire or Affection to con- 
tend with it; for in this Cafe the Mind 
abftains not from Evil, out of any Regard 
to Virtue, but keeps from the Commif- 
fion of it, becaufe it hath no Inclination 
to do otherwife. 

To this Oé¢tavian anfwered; Whom 
would you repute the braver General ; 
whether him, who by engaging in the 
open Field, expofes himfelf to Danger, 
and thus conquers his Enemies, or him, 
who by his own Valour and Condutt, 
{trips them of their Force, and reduces 
them to fuch Streights that they cannot 
fight, and thus defeats them, even with- 
out the Hazard of a Battel? 


He certainly, reply’d Julian, is moft 
worthy of Praife, who conquers with moft 
Safety; provided his Conqueft does not 

proceed 
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feflamente in molti, ti quali non fa- 
pend, talhora mangiano qualche cibo 
ftomacofo 5 fchifo, ma cost ben ac- 
concio, che al gufto lor pare delica- 
tiffimo; poi rifapendo che cofa e- 
ra, non folamente hanno dolore, e 
faficdio nell animo, ma’l corpo ac- 
cordafi col giudicio della mente, che 
per forza vémitano quel cibo. 


Seguitava ancor il S§. Ottaviano 
wh fuo ragionamento, ma il Maz. 
Giuliano interrompéndolo, 8. Otta- 
vtano diffe; fe bene ho intefo, voi ha- 
vete detto, che la continéntia é virth 
smperfetta, perchée ha in sé parte 
daffetto: a mé pare, che quella 
virth, laguale (effendo nell animo 
nofiro diftérdia tra la ragione & 
Lappetito) combatte, & da la vitté- 
via alla ragione, fi debba eftimare 
pint perfetta, che quella che vince, 
non havendo cupidita, ne affetto al- 
cuno, che le contrafilz; perche pare 
che quell’ animo non fi aftenga dal 
male per virti, ma reftt di farlo 
perche non ne habbia volonta. 


Allhor il §. Ottaviana, Qual diffe, 
eflimarefie voi Capitan di pik va- 
lore, quello che combattendo aperta- 
mente fimette a pericolo, & pir vin- 
ce gli nimici, 0 quello, che per virtd, 
 faper fuo lor toglie le forze, ri- 
ducéndogli a términe, che non poffan 
combattere; © cost fenza battaglia, 
0 pertcolo alcun gle vince ? : 


Quelle, diffe il Magnifico Giulian, 
che pin ficuramente vince, fenza 
dubbio é pik da laudare; par che 

quefia 























guefla vittdria cost certa non proceda 
dalla dapocdggine de gl’inimici. 

Rifpofe 11 S.Ottaviano, Ben havete 
Sindicato; & perddicout, che la con- 
tinéutia comparar fi puo ad un Capi- 
tano, che combatte vivilmente; © 
benche gl inimici fian forti, °S poten- 
bi, pur gli vince, non pero fenza gran 
difficulta, & pertcolo: ma la tempe- 
vantia libera da ogni perturbatione, 
é fimile a quel Capitano, che fenza 
coutrafto vince  regna; & havendo 
zm quell animo, doue fi ritrova, non 
fSolamente fedato, ma in tutto effinto 
sl foco della cupidita; come buon 
Principe in guerra Civile, difirugge 
2 feditiofi nemtct intrinfechi, & dona 
Lo fcettro, &5 dominio intiero alla ra- 
Zione. 

Cost quefia’.virtad non sforzando 
Lanimo, ma infondéndogli per vie 
placidiffime una vehemente perfia- 
fione, che lo inclina alla honefta, Lo 
vende guieto, © pien di ripofo in 


tutto equale, © beumifurato; & da. 


ognz canto compofto. d’una certa con- 
cOrdia con sé fleffo, che lo adorna di 
cost ferena tranquillita, che mai non 
fi turba, © in tutto diviene cbedicn- 
tiffimo alla ragione, © pronto di vil. 
gere ad effa ogni fio movimento, © 
feguirta ovunque condur lo voglia, 
fenza repugnantia aléuna: come te- 
nero agnello, che corre, fla, 6 va 
fempre preffo alla madre, © folamente 
secondo quella fi move. Quefta vir- 
tu adunque é perfettiffima, © con- 
vienfi maffimaménte a i Princips ; 
perché da lei ne nafcono molte al. 
tre. 

Allbova M.Céfare Gonzaga, Non 
$0, Giffe, quai virte convenienti a Si. 
Snore poffine naftere da-gquefta tempe- 
wantia, efendo quella, che leva gli 
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proceed from the Weaknefs of his Ene- 
mies, 

You judge rightly, anfwers O@avian; 
and therefore I fay, Continence may be 
compared to a General, who engages 
bravely; and though his Enemies are 
valiant and _ powerful, conquers them, 
yet not without great Difficulty and Dan- 
ger: But Temperance, free from all Anx- 
iety, is like a General, who without any 
Conteft overcomes and governs; and 
hath the Mind, in which it rules not on- 
ly calm, but quences in it all the Fire of 
Luft; and like a good Prince in-a Civil 
War, deftroys the feditious Enemies 
within, and gives the Sceptre- and’ en- 
tire Dominion to: Reafon, 


So this Virtue, without having any 
Force upon the Mind, infufes into ic 
by a moft gentle Method, a {trong 
Perfuafion which inclines. it to’ Hone= 
fty, renders it eafy and full of Compla- 
cency on all Sides; keeps an eveh Ba- 
lance, and maintains it compofed and 
fettled within itfelf, and adorns it with fo 
ferene a Tranquillity,, that it is never ruf- 
fled, and is wholly in Subjeétion.to Rea- 
fon, and is ready to move as the’ direéts, 
and follow wherever fhe leads; without 
any Refiftance: Juft as a young Lamb, 
always fticks clofe to.the Side of its Dam, 
and moves only as fhe does. This Vir- 
tue then is the moft perfeét; and is more 
particularly ‘convenient’ for Princes ; be* 
caufe from this many more derive their 
Birth, 


I cannot’ apprehend, faid Czefar* Gon: 
zaga, what Virtues requifite for Princes 
can take their Birth from thisT emperance, 
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if it takes away, as you affirm, all Affe- 
ctions from the Minds: It may perhaps 
be fuitable in a Monk or Hermit; but I 
cannot fee how it can be fuitable for 
a Prince, who is of a noble Soul, boun- 
tiful, and couragious in War, in no Cir- 
ftance of his Life to be moved either with 
Anger, or Hatred, or Good-will, or Dif 
dain, or Defire, or any other Affection; 
nor can I apprehend how he can without 
thefe maintain his Authority among his 
People or Soldiers. 


I don’t affirm, replied Oftavian, that 
Temperance totally takes away and extir- 
pates the Affections of our Minds; nor 
ts it proper it fhould, becaufe the 
Affections are in fome Meafure good : 
but it is the Part of Temperance, when 
the Affections are perverfe, and run coun- 
ter to Honefty, to bring them under the 
Power of Reafon. Wherefore to free the 
Mind from Difturbance, it is not necef- 
fary totally to root up the the Affe@tions; 
this would be as ifa Man to prevent Drun- 
kennefs fhould procure a Decree, that 
none fhould drink Wine; or to forbid 
that any one fhould run, becaufe a Man 
fometimes falls by running, 

You may obferve thofe who break 
Horfes, do not reftrain them from run- 
ning and prancing ; but they manage 
them fo, as to do it at a proper Time, 
and in Obedience to the Rider. And fo 
the Affections, when they are modelled 
by Temperance, forward Virtue; as An- 
ger is a Spur to Courage, and hatred a- 
caintt the wicked, to Juftice; and in the 


fame Manner other Virtues are aided by 
the Affections; which, if totally taken a- 
way, would leave Reafon, ina very faint 


and lJanguifhing Condition; fo that it 


would 
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affetti dell’ dnimo, come vei dite: 
tl che forfe fi converrta a qualche 
Monaco, 0 Eremita; ma non sd Lid, 
come ad un Principe magunanimo, lie 
berale, & valente nell ‘avine, ft con- 
ventfe il non haver mai, per cofa che 
Se gli faceffe, né iva, ne bdio, née be- 
urvoléntia, ne [degno, née cupidita, 
ne affetto alcuno; §5 come fenza gue- 
fio haver poteffe autorita tra populs, 
0 tra Soldati. 


Rifpofe il §.Ottaviane, Io non bo 
detto, che la temperdntia levi total- 
mente,  fvella de gli dnimi huma- 
ut gli affetti; ne ben faria il farlo, 
perché ne glaffetti anctra Sono al- 
cune parti buone: ma quello, che ne 
Lut affetti, é perverfo, & retinente 
allo honefio, riduce ad obedire alla 
vagione. ‘Perd non é conveniente , 
per levar le perturbationi, eflirpar 
&4 affettt in tutto, che quefto farta, 
come fe per fuggir la ebrieta fi fa- 
ceffe un editto, che niuno bevelfe vi- 
no; 0 perché talbor correndo ’huo- 
mo cade, fi interdiceffe ad ogn'uno il 
correre. 

Evccovi che guellt, che démano i 
cavallt, non gli viétano il correre, 
© /altare: ma vogliono, che lo fat- 
ctano a tempo, & ad obediéntia del 
Cavaliero. Gh affetti adungque , 
modificat: dalla temperdntia, Sono 
favorévoli alla virth: come Lira, che 
aiuta la fortezza; Lédio contra 2 
Scelerati, aiuta la giuflitias; 3 medex 
fimaménte Laltre virth fou aiutate 
da gli affetti; li quali Je folfero in 
tutto levati, laffariano Ja ragione 
debilifima &§ languida; di modo, che 
poco operar potrebbe: come £over- 

nator 
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gator di nave abandonato da venti in 
gran calma. 


Nou vimaraviglate adungue Mef- 
fer Céfare, s10 bo detto, che dalla 
femperautia nafcono molte altre vir- 
ta; che quando un’ animo & concorde 
dt quefla armonta, per mezzo della 
ragione pot factlmente riceve la vera 
fortezza, la quale lo fa intrépido, 
© ficuro da ogni pericolo, 6 quai 
fopra le paffiont humane. Non meno 
la giufittia vergine incorrotta, ami- 
ca della modéftia, §5 del bene, rege: 
na di tutte Paltre virth, perché in- 
fegna a fur queilo, che fi dee fare, 
S fugeir quello, che fi dee fuggire ; 
© perd é perfettifima, perchée per 
effja ft fan Pépere dellaltre virtn ; 
 ¢ giovévole a chi la poffede, & 
per sé flefo, © per gli altri; fenza 
la quale (come ft dice) fove ifteffo 
nou porta ben governare il Regno 


fio. 
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would be able to perform but little, like 
a Pilot of a Ship forfaken by the Winds 
in a profound Calm. 

Be not in fuch Surprize then, Czefar, 
when J affert that Temperance gives Birth 
to many other Virtues ; for when the 
Mind is tuned by this Harmony, by the 
Intervention of Reafon it afterwards re- 
ceives true Courage, which makes it in 
trepid and ferene in all Danger, and 
in a manner above all human Paffions 
Juftice, that unfpotted Virgin, is not 
lefs a Friend of Modefty and Goodnefs, 
and is the Queen of all other Virtues; 
becaufe fhe inftruéts us to do what in 
Duty we ought, and to avoid what it is 
our Duty to fhun; and is therefore 
a very perfect Virtue, becaufe by her 
we perform the Aéts of all other 


fon himfelf who poffeffes her, but to o- 
thers; and without her, as they fay 
Jove himfelf could not rule in Hea- 


_ ven, 


La magnanimita anctra fuccede a 
quefie, etutto le fa maggiori ; ma 
effa fola flar non pur; perché chi 
non ha altra virth, non pud effer 
magnanvimo. “Di gquefle & poi guida 
la prudéntia; la gual confifle in un 
certo giudici0 delegcer bene. Et in 
tal felice caténa ancora fono colle- 
gate la liberalita, la maguificentia, 
ta cupidita d’honore, la manfuetitdi- 
ne, la piacevolezza, la affabilita, & 
motte altre, che hor non & tempo di 
aire. 

Ma fel noftro Cortegiano fara 
quello che havemo detto, tutte le ri- 
trovera nell’ animo del {uo Principe; 
© ogni di ne vedranafcer tanti vaghi 
Kori’ frutti, quanti non hanno tutti 
2 delitiofi giardini del mondo: e tra 
sé 


Magnanimity follows thefe Virtues’, 
and adds to their Greatnefs; but the 
cannot ftand alone, becaufe no one can 
arrive to a Greatnefs of Soul, who hath 
not otherVirtues. After thefe comes Pru- 
dence, as the Guide of the reft; which 
confifts in an unerring Judgment in the 
Choice of Good. And in this fo happy 
a Chain, are linked Liberality, Gran- 
deur, the Defire of Honour, Gentlenefs, 
Courtefy, Affability, and many other Vir- 
tues, which the Time will not permit me 
to name. | 

But if our Courtier follows our Dire- 
ctions, he will find them all in the Mind 
of his Prince; and will every Day be- 


there, as cannot be found in the m 
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beautful Garden in the World. And he 
will alfo enjoy a very great Satisfaction 
in his own Breaft, when he reflects that 


he hath not furnifhed him with that, with 
~ be 
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ich Fools preient him, aS GOid, OU: 
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fuch like; of which perhaps the Do- 
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qden Age, which Writers relate, was 1 


the Reign of Saturn. 

Here Octavian making a little Paufe, 
as it were to reft himfelf, Gafpar fpoke 
And do you efteem, Octavian, 


which ¢ 
beft conftituted Government, and 


cha } 
moft likely to reftore to the World that 


mentio 


ned, a Monarchy 
under fo good a Paes 


Age you 1 
or a well mo- 


Odtavian reply’d d, I fhould always pre- 


er a Monarchy under a good Prince, be- 
caufe fuch a Government is more accor- 


And if it 1s lawful to 
mpare fmall and finite Things with in- 


> 


finite, i! s more like the Governmen 
of ie ; ) being one, and alone, go- 
verns = Uni iverfe. But omitting that, 
you may obferve that in all human Arts, 

War, Navigation, Architecture, 
and fuch like, all is left to the Govern- 


ment of one alone, who manages accor- 
ding to hisown Mind: In the fame man- 
ner in our Be dy, all the Parts of it per- 
form their Offices as the Heart direéts. 
nient that Men 


fhould 
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sé fleffo fentira grandt fimo contento, 
ricorda doft havergli donato nou 
quello, che dénano 1 i friocchi, che é 


oro, 0 argento, Vafi, vefle , e€ taz 
cofe; delle gualt, chi le dona , wha 


grand. iff ma careftia, chi le riceve 
grandifima abon ma guella 
virth, che rf tre tutte le cofe ha 
mane e lan ggiore (> la pit VaVa; 
C10 € la mantéra ¢'l modo di gover- 
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ware, © di regnare, come fi dee. It 
ay : ee 174 a ? 4 # 

che Solo bafierta per far gli hucui- 


nt felici, & ridar uw altra volta al 
mondo quella eta doi 0, che fi fcrive 
eller fata, quando gia Saturno re 
guava, 


Quivi havendo fattd if S. Ottas 
viano un poco di paufa, come per re- 
pofarfi, diffe il Signor Gafparo. Qual 
eflimate vor Signor Ottaviano prt 
felice dominio, & pia baftante a ri- 
dir al mondo quella eta d’oro, di 
che havete fatto mentione, ol Regno 
a’un cosi buon P fea 0 °L gover THO 
d’una buona Republica? 

Rifpofe zl Sianen Os te v20, Lo ps 
porrés fe mpre it Regno det buon Pring 
Cipe ; perche € dominio pink feconde 
la natura: © fe é lécito comparar le 
cofe piccole alle impfiutte, pid stmile 
ad quello di Dio; il gual uno, & fo- 
lo, governa Vuniverfo. Ma lafci at- 
do guefto, vedete che in 640, che St fa 
con arte humana, come elt efférciti, 
z gran navigt, gle edificii, © altre 
cofe stmili, wl tutto fi riferifce ad 
un folo, che a modo fio governa 
Medefimamente nel corpo nofiro tut- 
te le membr as'affaticano & addpranfe 
ad arbitri dah core. Oltra di que- 
flo, par conventente, chet populi stano 
cosi governats da un Principe, come 
ancor 





ARS ee es hare 


ancor moltt animali,a? guali lanatura 
in fegn na rite fia obealeutia, come ee 
falubérrima. Eccovi che i Cervi, le 
Grie, © Soils altrz uccellt, fhe 
fanno palfaggio, sempre fi pre pongono 
aun Princ “ot al qual , fé “gnono &S 
: © le Api quaff con di- 
‘cor [6 di rags 10ne, Si con tanta rive- 
ie tia ofervane il loro Re, con gnan- 
tat pin offer ‘vant populs del mondo. 
Lit pero to guefio é granaiffy mo 
areieten to  aeens domtnio de i Prin- 
- He fecondo la natura, che 
Re, bibliche. 
M. Pietro Bembo, he . 
54 Ziffe che efféndoci la lib 
a Ba ‘Dio per fipremo aie 
210% “fia ragionévole che ella ci fia 
aise ne che un’ buomo pia dell al- 
tro mt el avticipe : th che interviene 
fotto i il domtnio de Prin cipt, lt quali 
téngono per il pin ght fi ditt in firet- 


obedtfs 


tiffin na fervith; ma nelle Reps ibliche 
ene infittuite fi ferva pir quefta Li- 


\ 


C 
berta. Oltra che, 6 1 ne 1 giudtcit, 


nelle deliberationi, pid fpeffo in- 
terviene che l paver da’ ie 1 ibe fia fal- 
fo, che is di molti: percheé la per- 
turbatiove, 0 per ira, O per fdegno, 
0 per cupidiva, pi facilmente en- 
tra site dnimo a’un fo dlo, che della 
moltitidime: la quale quafi, come 


4 
E t 
una gran guantita a’ acqua, meno e 
fsb, f ba ee ott p. j Pe 
ficbietta alla corrupt: ‘tone, che la pre- 
cola. 


‘Pico ancora, che L 
animals now mi par che fi confac 
perche & gli Cervi, & le Grie, G6 
gli ei ron fempre fi prepougono a 
Seguitare & obedir un medéffmo + an- 
Zt mitano S variano, dando gue fto 
dominio hor ad uno, bor ad us Paltros 
ro) in tal 7 modo Vien 4 seh pin pre- 

flo forma di Republica che di Regno: 


&S 


ral 


Ye fCmpio de gh 
G 
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fhould be ¢ a1 
nin als, which Nature directs to this O- 
bedience, 





ty. Obferve the Deer, 
mannBirdes aes they make their 





fage, always place one be nas a 
Prince, whom they follow An 

} ae 1 e 

tne Bees, as it were, DY On ¢ 





Reafon, pay as much Deference to t! 

King, as the moft loyal Subjects in the 

WwW arid. And therefore all this is a very 
} 


{trong Argument, that 
agreeable to Nature, 








To this -Peter Bembo anfwered; in 
my Opinion, fince Liberty was given us 
by God, as the moft excellent Gift, it is 
not reafonable that we fhould be depri. 
ved of it; nor that any one Man fhould 
have a larger Share of it 
which is the Cafe under nai 
where for the moft part the Subjeéts are 
in the moft grievous Slavery; but in a 
well regulate a Commonwealth, our Li- 
berty is preferved entire. And more- 
over, in Councils and Debates, it oftner 
happens that one Perfon is deceived than 





Anger, Hatred 


many: Becaufe Paffion, eds 
or Luft, hath a more eafy Accefs into 
the Mind of one, than of a Multitude: 
As a great Quantity of Water is lefs li- 


able to Corruption than a {mall one. 


[ add farther, I don’t well apprehend 


the Animals ferves 





Vout Purpofe ; becaufe Deer, Cranes, 
) I 

and other Animals, do not always pitch 
upon one and the fame for their Leader, 
ad shance and vairv: fometimes allot 
but teh es ail Vary 3 aera eee Gye 


J ian t One < + 1 Aad mE 
ting th 1e Dominion tO one, 1ometimes to 

ae 1¥ Av a goes k a £ my a.. ee 
another; and in this refpect they feem 
to make nearet Japproacne Ss to the Form 


Rag Ge 









































a Monarchy: 
it a true 
one 


Ith, than of 
therefore we term 
Liberty, fince fome at 
and afterwards in their Turns 


- Commonwea 


and 


may 


e Example of the Bees 
fo proper, becaufe their 
1¢és with 


likewife 
1¢ not 
King is not of the very fame Spec 
and for this Reafon would any 
r Man a Ruler truly worthy, 
it would be neceffary for him to find 
her Species, and of amore 
excellent Nature than human, if he would 
reafonably expect Men fhould obey him: 
As Herds of Cattle, who obey not an 
Animal of the fame Species. with them- 
felves, but a Shepherd, who is a Man, 
and of a Species more excellent than their 
thefe Octavian, in 

my Judgment, the Government of a Re- 
publick is more defirable than that of a 
King. 
Agai 


nf 
tavian, Iv 


f fome ot 


own. For Reafons, 


t your Opinion, Peter, faid Oc- 
vill only advance one Reafon: 

Which is, that there are only three Me- 
ga People well. One 

is a Mon archy, the other is the Govern- 
ment of the Good, whom the Ancients 
lled Optimates, (and this is Ariftocracy. Mae 
12 ed is, when the Power is in the 


as it The 


Ms LS L 
aults thefe Governments 


thods O] f eoverning 


is in a Republick. 
PUR tic ions and F 
to, when defaced and unhin- 

ged, are the follo h 


x ii ag 
owing: Ihe firft is per- 


verted when a Monarchy becomes a Ty y- 
the fecond, e Govern- 
of the Good is fushoet into the 
ofa few who are not good; 


ranny ; when th 
yas 


= ay 
ment 


Power the 


third, when the Management of the 
Republick is feized on by the Rabble; 
vhich by confounding all Orders, brings 

the 
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 guefla fi pud chiamare vera, & 
equate liberta, quando quelli, che 
talhor coma ndane, obedi{cono pot an- 
cord. 


L’efempio medefimamente delle Api 
HON Wit Par si aver 5 pe che Gu el loro 
Ke non & della lor medé {ima Specte : 
& pero hi voleff[e dar a gli huémini 
un veramente degno Sign ore, bifo 
gnerta trovarlo, d’un -altr a f{pétie, e 
di pin i eccellente natura, che humana, 
fe gli hudmint ragionevolméute Pha- 
‘0 da obedire: come gli armen- 
tz, che obedifcono now ad uno anima- 
le fuo simile, ma ad un pafiore, if 
guale e huomo y & duna Specie pin 
degna che la loro. Per quefle cofe 
eflimo io §. Of taviand, che’l governo 
della Basti: fa P ah defiderabile, 
che quello del R 


iii 
VE lf e7 


Allbora il §.Ottaviano, Contra la 
opinione vofira Meffer Pietro diffe , 
voglio Jolamente addurre una ragio- 
ne: la guale &, che de i modi di. £0- 
vernar bene i populr, tré forti fola- 
mente fi ritrévano. Lana € il Re- 
gn0; Laltra il governo de i buoni, 
che chi amavano gli antichi optima- 
ti: L’altra l’adminifiratione popu- 
lare: § la tran (gr effione  vitio 
contrario, per dir cosi, dove cta/cuno 
di quefit governi incorre, guaffan- 
doft,  corrompéndofi quando il Re- 
guo diventa tirdunide; @ guando il 
governo de’ boni i ft muta in que Llo di 
ihe 3 potenti, non buont; © quan- 

0 Ladminiftration pop ulare é occu 
es dalla plebe: che confondendo gli 
Ordini, permette il governo del tutto 
ad arbitrio della moltitudine. 


Dz 
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Di quefie tre governi mali, cer- 
to 6 che la tirdnnide é il pelfimo di 
tutte, come per molte ragtoni fi po- 
ria provare. Refta adungue, che di 
tre bu0itt » zl Regno fia Léttimo, 
perché é@ contrario al péffimo; che 
(come fapéte) gh effetti delle caufe 
contrarte fouo effi ancora tra sé con- 
Svar it. 

Hora circa quello, che havete det- 
to della liberta; rifponds, che la ve- 
ra liberta non fi deve dire, che fia fa tt 
vivere, come Vhuomo vuole; ma il 
vivere fecondo le buone leggi: né 
meno naturale, 6 dtile, neceffa- 
rio € Lobedire, che fi fia il comman- 
dare; © alcune cofe fono nate, & 
Cosi diftinte , &) ordinate da natura 
al comandare, come alcuw altre all o- 
bedtre. Vero é, che fono due modi 
di fignoreggiare; L’uno imperiofo, & 
violento; come quello de t patroni a 


z fibiavi, dt guefio commanda. 


Lanima al corpo: Vlaltro pia mite 
© placido, come quelli de i buor 
Principi, per via delle leggi a wie 
tadini; &9 di que {to commanda la ra- 
gione all’ appetito. Et Puno, el’altro 
di quefit dus modi é titile; perche il 
corpo é nato da natura atto ad obe- 
dir all’ anima, © cosi Lappetito al- 
la ragione. 

Sono ancéra molti husmini, Lope- 
ration de’ quali vérfano folamente 
circa Lufo del corpo; © quefti tali 
canto fon differentt da 2 virtuofr, 
guanto, Lanima dal corpo: S pir 
per effere animali rationali, tanto 
participano della ragione » Gul into che 
folamente La condfeano , ma non la 
pow eggouo, ne frucfcono. Quefit a 

aungue fouo naturalmente fervi; & 
meglio 


pecesereiere Herr’. pielele 
sa anne teererer tt Tits L 









































Re TV. 38x 
the whole Government in Subjection to 
the Will of the Multitude. 

Of all thefe three bad Governments, 
it is certain Tyranny is the worft, as might 
be proved by many Arguments. Ie re- 
mains therefore of the three good ones, 
that of Monarchy is the beft, becaufe it 
is directly contrary to the ae for we 
know, the Effects of contrary Caufes are 
always contrary to each other. 


But now to reply to that which you 
have afferted concerning Liberty ; that 
cannot be called true Liberty which con- 
fifts in living as a Man wills, but to live 
according to good Laws: And to obey 
is not lefs natural, ufeful and neceffary, 
than to command; and fome Things are 


defigned and ordained by Nature to: 


Bcd. as others are to obey. It is 
true, there are two Ways of exercifing 
Dominion; the one imperious and vio- 
lent, as that of Lords over their Slaves; 
and of that Sort is the Power of the 
Soul over the Body: The other mild 


and gentle, as that of good Princes, who: 


rule by Law over their Subjects ; and in 
this manner Reafon governs the Appe- 


tite. And both one and: the other of 


thefe Sorts of Government are ufeful, in 


that the Body was framed by Nature to- 


obey the Soul, and the Appetite to obey 
Reafon. 

There are alfo. many Men, who exer- 
cife themfelves in nothing but what per- 
tains to the Ufe of the Body ; and thefe 
differ as much from the truly virtuous, 
as the Soul from the Body; and they 
have juft a fufficient Share of Reafon to 
inform them that they are rational Crea- 
tures; but they cannot be faid either to 
poffefs or enjoy it. Thefe are therefore 
naturally born in Subjection ; and it is 

Detter 


sloletale atobaleledaisteress 
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better for them, and more ufeful to obey 
than to command. 

Then faid Gafpar; how are they who 
ire prudent and virtuous and are not by 
Nature born Subjects, to be governed? 

With a mild, princely, and politick 
Government, reply’d Oct avian; and to 
‘uch, a Prince would do well, to entruft 
the Adminiftration of fuch Offices as they 
are capable of, that they alfo may be 

able to command and govern thofe, who 
ure endued with lefs Knowledge tha 


are 


echemfeives ; but in fuch a manner, that 
the principal Power may ftill be seal ly 


lodged in the Prince as fupreme. And 
} om LER oe sare 
whereas you have faid that it is much 


more €a fy for the Mind of one than of 


many, to be corrupted: I affert, that 
on the other Side ic is a much eafier 
Matter to find one endued with Good- 
nefs and Knowledge, than many. And 
we ought to fet a Value upon a King, 
thus good and wife, who is of a noble 
Race, and inclined to Virtue (as it were) 
by his own natural Inftinct, by the glo- 
rious Memory of his Anceftors, and by 
a good Education: And tho’ he is not 
of a Species more than human, as you 


have determined the Cafe of the Kin ng of 


the Bees, yet being affifted by Inftr 


tions and Education, and | by the va of 


a Courtier formed fo good and prudent 
by thefe Gentlemen; he will be moft 
t, chafte, temperate, couragious and 
y full of Liberality, Maegnificence, 
Religion and Clemency: in fhort, he will 
be moft glorious, and moft dear both to 
Men and God: By whofe Grace he will 
arrive to fuch heroick Virtue, as will 
make him exceed the Bounds of Huma- 
nity, and intitle him rather to the Name 

of 


meglio é ad effi, 5 pit utile Pobedi- 
re, che! comaudare. 

‘Diffe allhora zl Signor Gafparo, 
Az difcreti, virtuofi , €S che non 
fono da natura fervi, di che modo ft 
ba adungque a comandar 

Rifpife zl Saguor Ot sacle ‘Dz 
quel placido comandame ento régio, & 
civtle; & a tali é ben fatto dar tal- 
Lor Ladminifiratione di quei magi- 
firati, di che fono capaci; accid che 
piano effi aucéra commandar e, & 
LOVEKUAKE 2 pone mw [avis dt sé; di mo- 
do perd chet principal governo ce- 
penda tutto dal fupremo Friucipe. 
Et perche bavete detta, che pia fa 
cil cofae, che la mente d'un filo fe 
cor rompa, che quella dt moltt; dico 
che é anctva pia factl cofa trovar un 
buono  favio, che moltt. Et buono, 

 favio fi deve eftimare che poffa ef- 


rs un Re di nobil flerpe, «inclinato 


alle virth dal fuo natural’ inflinto , 
& dalla famofa membria de ¢ {uot 
pia ort, © wuftituito di buonzi co- 


Stume : © fe non fara Bun perws ee 


cte pin che humana, come voi havet 

detto di quello delle Api, effendo aitt- 
tato da gle ammaeftramenti, 5 dalla 
educatione, 5 arte del Cortegiana 
formato da quefis Signore tanto pru- 
dente 5 buono; fara ginfii fimo, con- 
tinentiffimo, temperatiffimo, fortiffi- 
05 & fap ntiffimo ; pre: nm dt Lib. Va- 
Lita, sine {lay 7 Ci {7 LL tone; eS Cl lo. 
me mtia: in fomma far a ¢ Lor Z0Stffimo 
& car iffimo a gli hudémini, a2 Dio- 
per la cut gr ‘atia acquifiera quella 
lo fara eccédere 
z términt del’ humanita ; e dir fi po- 
tra pit preflo Semidéo, che huomo 
mortale. ‘Perché Dio fi diletta, & 
e : rotettor dt gue’ Princip, che vé- 
gliono umitarlo non col moftrare gran 
potéentia, 


one wthay er “f° 
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poténtia, & farft adorare da ¢g eli I hud- 
mini; ma di quelli, che oltre alla 
pot ‘Entia, per la quale poffono, fr 
sae? ano at fu Ir fig li stmils ancora 
on la bonta, © fapié utia; per la 
r: tale vighiano, 6 /ippiano far be- 
ne,  effer fuoi miniftri ; 3 diftribu 
endo ome de 2 mortali i beni, & 
dont, che effi da lui ricévono. “Pe- 
ro cosi come nel Cielo il Sole, e la 
Luna, § Laltre Stelle méftrano al 
mondo guafi come im Specchio , una 
erta fimilitddine dit Dio, Cost in ter- 
ra molto pit simile imagine di Dio 
fon que’ buon 7 Principt, che Lamano 
© reverifcono, mofirano at po- 
pul la fpléndida luce della fua giu- 
fiitia, accompagnata da una ombra 
di quella ragione, € zntelletto divi- 
n0. Et D20 con quefit tale partici- 
pa della bonefia , eguita , giufis tia, 
 bonta fua, © di queglt altri felr- 
ci beni, ch’io nominar non sd: Li qua- 
Lt rappreféntano al mondo molto pia 


chiaro tefleménto dt divinita, che la. 


luce del Sole, 0 tl continuo vdlger del 
Crelo, col vari cor fo delle Seite: 


_ San adunque li popul: daDzio0 com- 

neffi fotto la cufibdra de Princip; 
li qualt per quefto débbono haverne 
diligente wins , per rendérgliene ra- 
Qi0ne, | come huomi Vicarii al fox Sz- 
guore s © amargli, & Maar lor 
proprio ognt be 2 male, che gli in- 
renvengas: D procurar Opra ognt al- 
tra cofa la pa ita loro. 
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of a Demi- god, than of a mortal Man. 
For God deli 


hts in, and is the Prote@tor 

of Princes; but not of thofe who are on- 
ly willing to imitate him in fhewing the 
Greathels of their Power, and in making 
themfelvés adored by Men; but of fuch, 
who befides their Pow rer, by which they 
do great Things, ftrive farther to refem- 
ble him in Geed nefs and Wifdom ; by 

which they are willing, and unde rftand 
how to do sood, aie to be his Mini- 
fters, in di ftributing, for the Welfare of 
Mankind. thofe Blefiings and Gifts, 
which they themfelves APY received from 
him. For as in the Heaven, the Sun, 
Moon; and Stars, fhew to the World, 
as it were in a Glafs, a certain Refem: 
blance of God; fo on Earth ¢] ere are 
fome good Princes, who are a much fair- 
er Jee of the Deity, namely, fuch as 
love and reverence hin and afford to 
their People the thining Light of his Ju- 
ftice, accompanied asit were with a Sha- 
dow and Refemblance of the Divine Rea- 
fon and Underftanding. And God im- 
parts to fuch as thefe, his Virtue, Equity, 
Juftice and Goodnefs, and thofe other 
bleffed Graces which I cannot name: 
Which exhibit to the World a more evi« 
dent Demontftration of the Div 
the Light of the Sun; or the continual 
evolution of the Heaven, and the dif- 
ferent Courfes of the Stars. 

The People therefore are committed 
by God to the Guardianfhip of Princes ; 
who ought for that Reafon to be diligent 
in their Care of them, that they may be 
able to render him an Account, as good 


mid 
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a 


Stewards, to their Lord; to love them, 
and efteem all the Good or Evil which 





fals them, as belonging to themfelves ; 
€ , 

and to make their Happinefs the 
Object of their Endeavyours, 





vinity, than. 
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Moreover, the Life of a Prince not 
only ought to be good in itfelf, but to 
speauce Goodnefs in others; like the 
Architect, which ought not 
only to be Seu and exact in it felf, 
but to render ftreight and exact all thofe 
Things to which it is applied. And it 

a very {trong Argument that the Prince 
‘ Coane 1imfelf, when his Subjects are 
fo: For the Life of the Prince is the 
Law and Inftruétor of the People; and 
the Manners of the one depend entirely 
upon thofe of the other. For it is not fit 
that the ignorant fhould inftruct, nor the 
ungovernable govern; nor for him who is 
on the Ground himfelf, to lift up o- 


Rule of an 


thers. 


Would the Princ@therefore execute his 
Office rightly, it is neceffary for him to 
give himfelf entirely up to the Study of 
Wifdom; afterwards let him form within 
his own Mind, and in every Thing 
ftriétly obferve, the Law of Reafon; a 
Law written not on Paper, or Metal, 
but engraved on his own Mind ; fo that 
he may not only be acquainted, but main- 
tain a {trict Intimacy with it, and live with 
itas a Part of himfelf. That by Night and 
Day, in every Place, and at all Times, it 
may admonifh him, and and fpeak with'n 
his Heart, and root out from thence all 
thofe turbulent Affe€tions, which rule in 
the Minds of the intemperate: Who 
on the one Side being oppreffed by Ig- 
norance, as it were by a moft profound 
Sleep; and on the other, with the Fa- 
tigue which they receive from their 
Thoughts and blind Defires, are agita- 
ted with a reftlefs Fury; like thofe who 
in their Sleep are difturbed, by ftrange 
and dreadful Dreams. By adding after- 

wards 


Perd deve iL Principe non fila- 
mente effer buono, ma ancéra far 
buont gli altri; come quel fquadro, 
che adéprano gli architetti, che non 
fotamente in se é dritto é ginfie, ma 

encor indrizza 9S fa giufte tutte le 
coe, a che viene accoftato. Et gran- 
diffimo argumento é, che'l Principe 
fia buono, quando t populi fon buont: 
perche la vita del Principe é leg 
S maefira de i cittadini; ‘areck 
é, che dai coftumi dz quello dipen- 
dan tutti gli altri: née ft conviene a 
chi é ign crante, sn feg mare; nea cht 
é 1n01 Anaio, ordimare; nue a chi ca- 


de, rilevare altrui. 


Pero fel Principe ha da far ben 
quefli officii, bifogna che egh ponga 
ogut ftudio, diligéntia per ala 

pot forme dentro a sé fleffo, & offer- 
vs immutabilmente in ogni cofa la 
legse della ragione, non feritta in 
carte, 0 in wietables ma feulpita nell’ - 
anima fio proprio; accio che git fi fa 
Sempre, nonche famtliare, ma intrin- 
feca, con effo viva come parte di 
lui: perche giorno notte, ino | ogni 
Inoco tempo lo ammonifca, © gli 
parl dentro al core, levandogli quel- 
be perturbationt, che féntono eli aitt- 
mt intemperati: lt gualt, per effer 
oppreffi da un canto quafi da profon- 
diffimo fou no della ignorantia; dall’- 
altro da travaglio, ° che ricévono da 
z loro penfieri 8 ciechi dl fiderit, fo- 
no agitati da furore in guieto; come 
tal’ bor chi dorme da ftrane & horri- 
bili viftont. Aggiungéndofi poi mag~ 
gior poténtia al mal t olére, fi Va 

giunge ancora maggibr moléfiia: é3 


quando wk Principe pud cid che vuole , 
allhor 











allhor é gran pericolo che non voglia 
guello, che non deve. Pero ben dif- 
fé Biante, che i magiftrat: diméfira- 
no gualt fran gle hudmini: che come 
z vaft mentre fou voti, benche hab- 
biano qualche fiffura, mal ft poffone 
condfcere; ma fe liquore dentro vi fi 
mette, fubito mofirano da qual ban- 
da fia tt vitio: cost gli animi cor- 
votti, © guaflt rare volte fcéprono z 
loro difetti, fe non quando scempion 
aautorita; perche allbor non ba- 
fiano per fopportare il grave pefo 
della poténtia: & percio sabandéna- 
20, © vérfano da ogni canto le cu- 
pidita, la fupérbia, la iracindia, la 
mfoléutia, (5 quei coftumi tirannici, 
che hanno dentro. Onde fenza ri- 
Jguardo perféguono 2 buont, e i fa- 
vit, © effaltano imali: ne compor- 
tano che nelle citta stano amticitie, 
compagute, ne intelligéutie fra t cit- 
tadint; ma nutrifcouo gli efplorato- 
v1, accufatori, homicidiali; accio che 
Spavéntino, e¢ facciano divenir gli 


hudmini pufillanimi, Spar gono dif. 


cordie, per tenerglt difgiunti & deé- 
bili. Et da quefti modi procédono 
pot infinite danni, & rutue a i mt- 
fevi populi, © fpeffa crudel morte, 6 
almen timor conttnuo ai medéfimi 
tivanut. “Perché i buoni Priucipi 
témono non per sey ma per quelli, a 
gualt comandono; §&5 1: Tiranni té- 
mono quell: medéfimi, a quali coman- 
dano. Pero, quanto a maggior nt- 
mero dt gente comandano, & fon pin 
potentz, tanto pin témono, & hanno 
peu nemict, 


& 
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wards greater Power to the Wickednefg 
of their Will, they ftill add to the 
Weight of their Trouble: And when a 
Prince hath the Power of doing as he 
will, there is then great Danger that he 
will not do as he ought. It was well faid 
by Biante, that Power fhews the Man: 
For as Veflels, fo long as they “are empty, 
though they are crack’d, cannot eafily be 
difcover’d to be unfound; but if they are 
filled, foon fhew on which Side the Fault 
lies: So corrupt and depraved Minds, 
feldom manifeft their Defects, till they 
are filled with Authority ; for then they 
are not able to fupport the weighty Bur- 
then of Power: And therefore become a- 
bandoned, and totally deliver themfelves 
up to the Dominion of their Luft, Pride, 
Anger and Infolence, and all the tyran- 
nical Habits within them. Hence, with- 
out any Referve, they deprefs the good 
and wife, and exalt the bad: Nor can 
they endure that Friendfhip, Societies, 
or good Underftanding fhould flourith in 
their Cities, but cherifh Spies, Informers 
and Murderers, to fright and difpiric 
their Subjects, and fow Difcord, in or- 
der to break their Strength and Union, 
Hence, how many lamentable Loffes, 
and Deftruction to the miferable People, 
and often cruel Executions, *or at leaft 
a perpetual Dread to the Tyrants them- 
felves? For good Princes fear not on 
their own Account, but on Account of 
thefe they govern; while Tyrants fear 
even thofe very Perfons whom they com- 
mand. ‘The greater therefore the Num- 
ber of their Subjects is, and the more po- 
tent they are, the greater is their Ter- 
ror, and the more they have for their 
Enemies. 


With 
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With what Fear and Diftruft of Mind 
do ye think Clearches the Tyrant of 
Pontus was always poffeffed, when he 
went either to the Market or Theater, 
to a Banquet, or any publick Place, 
who, as Hiftory tells us, always ufed to 
fleep fhut in a Cheft? Or Ariftodemus 
of Argus, who, as it were imprifoned 
himfelf in his Bed? For having in his Pa- 
lace a little Chamber hanging in the Air, 
and fo high, that he was obliged to go 
up to it by aLadder; he there flept with 
one of his Miftrefies, whofe Mother eve- 
ry Night took away the Ladder, and 
brought it again in the Morning. 


But the Life of a good Prince ought 
to be the Reverfe of this, free, and fafe ; 
and as dear to his Subjects as their own ; 
and regulated in fuch manner, as to par- 
take both of Aétion and Contemplation, 


as the Good of the People requires. 


1 


the 
iii 


And which of thefe two Lives, fays 
Gafpar, do you think, Oétavian, moft 
proper for a Prince? 


Perhaps you imagine, reply’d Octavian 
with a Smile, that I perfuade my felf, 
{am that excellent Courtier who ought 
to know fo many Things, and apply 
them to thar good End I have direéted ? 
But be pleafed ro confider,thefe Gentlemen 
lave allotted him many Qualities, which 
Iam not Mafter of. Let therefore our 
firft Care be to find him out, and I will 
fubmit to him both in this, and all o- 
ther’ Things which belong to a 
Prince, 

In my Judgment, anfwer’d Gafpar, that 


good 


of, the. Qualities. they have given the 


Courtler, 





COURTIER. 


Come credete vor che fi [pavantaf- 
Se, 5 fleffe con Vanimo fofpefo quel 
Clearco Tiranno di Ponto ogni volta 
che andava nelle piazza, 0 nel-Te- 
atro, 0 a qualche convito, 6 altro lo- 
co piblico? che (come fi fcrive) dor- 
miva chinfo in una caffa. Over 
guell’altro Arifiodemo Argivo, il 
gual a sé fiefo del letto haveva fat- 
ta quafi una prigione? che nel pa- 
lazzo fuo tenea una piccola flanza 
Sfpefa in arta, © alta tanto, che 
con fcala andar vi fi bifognava; & 
guivi cow una fia fémina dormtva, 
la madre della quale la notte ne Le- 
vava la fcala, la mattina ve la 7i- 
mett €va. 

Contraria vita in tutto a quefta 
deve adunque effer quella del buon 
Principe, tibera, & ficura; e tanto 
cara a 2 cittadini, quanto la loro pré- 
pria; © ordinata di modo, che par- 
ticipi della attiva % della contem- 
plativa, quanto fi conviene per bene- 
ficio de z populi. 

Alihor il Sig. Gafparo, Et gual 
diffe di quefle due vite S. Ottaviane 
parvei che. pit Sappartenga al Prin- 
cipe? 

Rifpofe it S. Ottaviano, ridendo, 
Voi forfe. penfate ch’io mi perfuada 
effer quello eccellente Cortegiano, che 
deve faper tante cofe; & fervirfene 
a guel buon fine, chio ho detto ? 
Ma ricordatevi, che quefti. Signor: 
Lhanno formato con molte conditionz, 
che non fono in me. Pero procuria- 
mo prima di trovarlo,che 10 a lui mi 
rimetto di quefio, di tutte Lal. 
tre cofe,.che sapparténgono a buon 
Principe. 

Allhorail S.Gafparo,.Penfo diffe, 
che. fe delle condition: attribuite al 
Cortegiano, altune & voi mancano, fia 
pin 
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pin prefio la Mifica, @l danzare, e 
Laltre di poca importantia, che quel- 
le, che appartéugono alla inftitution 
del Principe, a quefto fine della 
Cortegzanta. 

Rifpofe tL S. Ottaviano, Now fo- 
n0 di poca importantia tutte quelle 
che giévano al guadagnar la gratia 
del Principe; it che é neceffarto (co- 
me bhavemo detto) prima chet Cor- 
tegiano ft aventirz a volergli infe- 
guar ta virta; la gual eftimo haver- 
vi moftrato, che imparar fi pud; © 
che tanto giova, quanto noce la igno- 
vantia, dalla quale nafcono tutti z 
peccatz; © maffimamente quella fal- 
fa perfuafione che Phuomo pigtia di 
sé fleffo. Pero parmi d’haver detto 
a baftanza, e forfe pin ch’io non ha- 
vevad promeffo. 

Althora la §.Duchefa, Noi fare- 
m0, diffe, tanto pia tenutz alla cor- 
testa voftra, quanto la fatisfattione 
avanzera la promeffa. Perd non 
vincrefia di dir quello, che vi pare 
Sopra la dimanda del §.Gafparo; & 
per wvoftra fe, dttect ancéra tutto 
guello, che vor infegnarefte al voftro 
Principe, seglihaveffe bifagno d'am- 
macfiraments: © prefiponétevi d ha- 
vervi acquifiato compitaménte la gra- 
tza fua, tanto che vi fia lécito dir- 
gli liberaménte cid che vi viene in 
anime. 

Rife 71S. Ottaviano, &§ diffe, S’io 
haveffi la gratia di qualche Principe, 
ch'io conofco, 8 gli diceffi liberamen- 
te a parer mio, dibito che prefto 
ta perderéi; oltra che per infegnar- 
ti, bifognerta ch’io prima imparaffi. 
Pur pot che a voi piace, chio ri- 
fponda ancora circa quefto al 8§.Ga- 
[paro, “Dico che a mé pare, che i 
‘Principi débbano atténdere a Luna 
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Courtier, thofe you want are rather Mu- 
fick, Dancing, and other Matters of lit- 
tle Importance, than thofe which relate 
to the Inftruction of a Prince, and to 
the chief End of a Courtier. 

Octavian reply’d, Thofe Things are 
not of little Moment, which conduce to 
our gaining the good Will of a Prince; 
which is neceffary to be done, as I have 
faid, before the Courtier attempts to 
teach him Virtue; which I think 1 have 
fhewn he may Jearn, and will be as help- 
ful to him, as Ignorance is hurtful; from 
whence all our Vices are derived, and 
efpecially that falfe Opinion we have of 
our felves. Wherefore I conceive I have 
faid enough, and perhaps more than I 
promifed. 


The more your Payment exceeds your 
Promife, faid the Duchefs, the more we 
fhall think our felves obliged to you, 
Therefore I beg you would not think it 
troublefome, to fpeak your Judgment as 
to what Gafpar demands; and tell us far- 
ther, all you would inftrué your Prince 
in, if he had Occafion for your Inftruc- 
tion; fuppofing you had attained fuch a 
fufficient Share of his Favour, that you 
could have the Liberty to reprefent to 
him whatever came into your Mind. 


Oétavian fmiled and faid; If I had the 
Favour of fome Princes I know, and 
could offer them my Judgment freely, I 
am afraid I fhould foon lofe it ; befides, 
that which I fhould teach them, I ought 
firft to learn my felf. But fince it is 
your Pleafure, Madam, that I fhould re- 
ply in this Matter to Gafpar; it is my 
Opinion that Princes ought to be verfed 

Ddd2 both 
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both in the one and the other of thefe 
Lives; but moft in the contemplative : 
For this is divided into two Parts; one 
of which confifts in knowing and judging 
well; the other in commanding rightly, 
and in fuch a manner as is convenient in 
Cafes that are reafonable, and where his 
Authority extends; requiring Obedience 
from whom it is due, and in proper Time 
and Place. And this Duke Frederick 
meant, when he faid, that he who knows 
how to command is always obey’d, and 
that to command is the chief Bufinefs of 
a Prince, who ought often to fee with his 
own Eyes, and to be prefent at the Exe- 
cution of his own Commands ;. andwhen 
Time and Occafion calls, to engage in 
Action himfelf, and this pertains to the 
active Life. But the Defign of the ac- 
tive Life ought to be the contemplative, 
as Peace is of War, and Reft of La- 
bour. 


It is then the Office of a good Prince, 
to govern his Subjects by fuch Laws and 
Ordinances, that they may live in Eafe 
and Peace, without any Danger and Dif- 
grace; and enjoy with Honour that Re- 
pofe which ought to be the End of 
their Actions: For we find many Repub- 
licks, and Princes, who in War are al- 
ways moft powerful and great; and on a 
fudden, when they are in Peace, run to 
Ruin, lofe their Greatnefs and Splendor, 
as..a. Sword difufed rufts; and this 
can be imputed to nothing elfe, but 
their not being well inftructed how to 
live in Peace, and to their not knowing 
how to enjoy the Fruit of Repofe, 


Bat to be always in War, without feck- 
ing to attain Peace as its End, is not 


lawful: 
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& l’altra delle due vite; ma pind pe- 
v0 alla contemplativa: perchée quefta 
in effi é& divifa in due parti; delle 
guali Vuna confifte nel conofcer be- 
ne, © gindicare; Valtra nel com- 
mandare drittamente, © con quei 
modi, che fi convéngono,  cofe ra- 
gionévoli, & quelle dt che hanno an- 
torita, © comandarle ad chi ragio- 
nevolmente ha da obedire, &5 une + lo- 
chi, e€ tempi appartenentz, E de 
guefto parlava iL Duca Federico, 
guando diceva, che chi {a comanda- 
ve, & fempre obedito: el comandar é 
fempre il principal officio de Prin- 
cipt; bi quali débbono perd ancor {pef- 
fo veder con gli occht, © effer pre- 
fenti alle effecutionz>  fecondo z 
tempt, e i bifogni ancéra, talbor ope- 
rar effi fiefi; © tutto quefio pir 
participa della attione. Ma il fin 
della vita attiva, deve effer la con- 
templativa; come della guerrala pa- 
ce, iL ripofo delle fatiche. 

Pero é ancor officio del buon Prin- 
cipe inflituire talmente 2 popoli fuot, 
5 con tai leggi, &5 drdini, che poffa- 
no vivere nellécio,  uella pace 
fenza pericolo, © con indignita; & 
godére laudevolmente quefio fine delle 
fue attioni, che deve effer la quiete: 
perchée {onofi trovate fpelfo molte Re- 
publiche,  Principi, ti qualt nella 
guerra fempre fono flats florentiffimi 
& grandi; & fibito che hanno havu- 
ta la pace, fono itz in ruina,  han- 
no perduto la grandezza, eb {plen- 
dore, come il ferro non effercitato; 
 gueflo non per altro é@ mtervenu- 
to, che per non haver buona inftitu- 
tion di vivere nella pace, ne faper 
fruire il bene. dell cro. 

Et lo flar fempre in guerra, fen- 
za cercar di pervenire al fine.della 
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pace, non é lécitos benche effimano 
alcunt Principi, il loro intento do- 
ver effer prencipalmente tl dominare 
ai fuori vicini; © perd nutrifcono 
z popul: im una bellicofa ferita dt 
yapine, di homicidii, & tai cofe; 
lor danuo prémii per provocarla, 
la chiamano virti nde fi gid Cco- 
ftume fra z Sciti, che chit nou ha- 
velffe morto uu {uo nemico, non po- 
teffe bere ne i conviti folennt alla 
taza, che ft portava in torno allt 
compagnt. In altri locht sufava ia- 
drizzare intorno il fepulcro tanti 
obeliféz, quanti nemicz haveva mortt 
quello, che era fepulto. E tutte que- 
fte cofe, 5 altrz simili fi facéano, per 
far gli budmini bellicofi, folamente 
per dominare alli altri: il che era 
guafi impofsibile, per effer imprefa 
impinita, in fino a tanto, che non 
shaveffe fugiogato tuttol mondo. Kt 
poco ragionévole, fecondo la legge del- 
la natura, la qualnon vuole che ne 
gli altri a noi piaccia quello, che im 
not fleffi cz difpiace. 


Pero débbouo iz Princip: far i po- 
puls bellicofi, nou per cupidita di do- 
minare, ma per poter diféndere sé 
Stefi, 5 li medéfimi popul:, da chi 
woleffe ridurgl: in fervith; over 
farglt ingiiria in parte alcuna, o 
wer per dif-acciar 2 Tirannt, © go- 
vernar bene quet popult, che foffero 
mal trattati: ovéro per ridurre in 
fervith quelli, che foffero. tali da 
natura, che meritaffero effer fattz 
fervi, con intentione di governa- 
gli bene, § dar loro ’écio, &l ripo- 
fo, © la pace. Et a quefto fine an- 
céra débbono éffere indrizzate le leg- 
gt, 9 tutti gli brdini della giuftitia 
col punivr. t mali, uon per ¢dio, ma 
perche 


lawful; notwithftanding fome Princes 
think it ought to be their chief Bufinefs 
to lord it over their Neighbours; and 
therefore bring up their People as a fort 
of favage Warriors, in Rapine, Murder, 
and the like: And to this they encourage 
them by Rewards, and call it Bravery. 
Hence it became a Cuftom among t1 

Scythians, that he who had not killed 
one of his Enemies, was not allowed to 
drink at their folemn Feafts out of the 
Bowl, which was carried by turns to the 
Company. In other Places it was cufto: 
mary to raife round the Sepulchre, as 
many Obelifks, as he that was buried 
had killed Enemies. Thefe Things, and 
others of this Sort were done in-order to 
make Men warlike, only that they might 
lord it over the reft of Mankind: But this 
was impoflible, and a Tafk notto be end- 
ed, till the whole World could be brought 
into Subjection. Nor is it reafonable, ae 
cording to the Law of Nature, whicli 
will not fuffer us to be pleafed with any 


12 


‘thing in others, which gives us Diffatifz 


faction within our felves. 


Princes therefore ought to teach their 
People the Art of War, not out ofa 
Thirft after Empire, but to enable them 
to defend themfelves, againft thofe who 
would-reduce them into Slavery, or o- 
therwife injure them, or to dethrone Ty- 
rants, and to govern well the oppreffed. 
Or at other Times, to bring into Subje- 
étion, thofe who were by Nature born to 
be Subjects; and this witha Defign to-rule 
them well,.and keep them in Tranquilli- 
ty, Repofe and Peace. To this-End 
fhould all their Laws be direéted, and all 
their Ordinances of Juftice fhould tend 
to punifh the wicked,.. not: out of Ha- 
tred, but to.amend them. and to prevent 





































Tin % am 
390 The COU 
their difturbing the Quiet of the Good. 


For it is monftrous and difhonourabie 
in War, (which is in itfelf an Evil) that 
Men fhould appear brave and wile, and 


in'Peace (which is in itfelf.a Good) fhew 
themfelves fo ignorant and mean, as not 


to know how to enjoy fo great a Blef- 
fing. 


Therefore as in War a Prince ought 
to train up his People to thofe Virtues 
which are ufeful and neceflary to obtain 
the End of it which is Peace; fo in Peace 
they fhould teach them to attain the 
End of it, which is Tranquillity, and 
bring them up to Honefty, which is the 
End of Things ufeful, and then their Sub- 
jects will be good: And in this Cafe the 
Prince will be more employed in com- 
mending and rewarding, than in punifh- 
ing his Subjects ; and his Government will 
be a Bleffing both to himfelf and Peo- 
ple: Not imperious like that of a Lord 
over his Slaves, but gentle and mild, like 
that of a good Father over his dutiful 
Son. 

I would willingly know then, faid Gaf- 
oar, what thofe Virtues are, which ar 
ufeful and neceffary in War, and honou- 
rable in Peace. 

All are good and ufeful, reply’d Oc- 
tavian, becaufe all tend to a good End; 
but in War, a true Courage is moft chief- 
ly ufeful, which fo exempts the Mind 
from all Paffions, that it does not only 
not fear Danger, but even difregards it: 

And alfo Conftancy and Patience, which 
remain calm and undifturbed amidft all 
the Shocks of Fortune. 


W 


a 


& 


It is alfo convenient in War, and at all 
other Times, to be poffeffed of all thofe 
Virtues 





RTA ER. 
perché non siano mali; &5 accid che 
non wmpedifcano la tra angquillita de 
z buont. Perchée in véro é cofa enor- 
me S degna dt Ge mo uella guerra 
(che in sé € mala) moftrarft glt bud- 
mint valorofi faviis ; © uella pa- 
ce, © guiete, che & buona, moftrar ft 
zenorantt, 5 tanto da poco, che nou 


fappiano godére il bene. 


Come adungue nella guerra débbo- 
0 intender 2 populi nelle virth uti- 
an © meceffarie, per confeguirue i fi- 
ne, che € la pace; cosi nella pace, 


per confeguirne ancor tl fuo fine, che 


€ la veneigone débbono inténdere 
nelle honefie; le quali fono zl fine 
delle witili: & in tal modo li fudditi 


faranno buont; el Principe bara 


molto pin da laudare, 9 premiare, 
che da caftigare; e@l dominio per li 


ficdditi, per lo Principe fara fe- 
liciffimo: non imperiofo, come di pa- 


troue al fervo, ma dolce § pla- 
cido, come di buon padre a buon fi- 
gliuolo. 


Allhora it Signor Gafparo, Volen- 
tiert, diffe, Sapret quali fono quefie 
virta utils  neceffarie nella guerra, 
© guali le houefte nella pace. 

Rifpofe al Siguor Ottaviano, Tut- 
te fon buone  giovévoli, percheé 
téudono a buon fine: pur nella guer- 
va precipuaménte val quella vera 
fortezza, che fa Vanimo efempto 
dalle paffioni, talmente che non folo 
non teme t pericolt, ma pir non ti 
cura: medefimaménte la conflantia 
© guella patiéutia tolerante con Va- 
mcestatedalaa  imperturbato a tutte 
le percoffe di Fortuna. 

Convienfi ancéra nella guerra, & 
sempre, baver tutte le virth, che 

téndono 
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véndono all’ honefio; come la giuftitia, 
la continéntia, la temperantia, ma 
molto pint nella pace, & nell’dcio ; 
perchée fpeffa gli hudmini pofti nella 
profperita, nell’ cio, quando la 
fortuna feconda loro arride, divén- 
gono eugiufiz, sntemperati, §5 lafez- 
anfi corrémpere dat piacéri. Pero 
guelli che fono.in tale flato, hanno 
srandiffimo bifogno di quefte virth; 
perche Loci troppo facihmente in- 
duce mali coftum: ne gli dnimi bu- 
mant. Onde anticamente fi diceva in 
provérbio, Che az fervinon fi dee 
dav Ocio: & crédeft. che le Pirami- 
di d’Egitto foffero fatte, per tenér 
a. populs in effercitio; perche ad ogn’- 
uno lo éffere affueto a tolerar fati- 
che é utiliffimo. 

Sono ancor molte altre virtih tut- 
te giovevols; ma bafti per hor L’ha- 
ver detto infin. gui, che sio fapeff 
safegnar al mio Principe, 3 inftitu- 
srlo di tale, & cos? virtuofa educa- 
tione, come havemo difegnata, fa- 
céndolo fenza pit, mi crederéi affai 
bene baver confeguito it fine del buon 
Gortegiano, 


Aithora i Signor Gafparo, S.Ot- 
taviano, diffe, perché molto havete 
laudato la buona educatione, §3 mo- 
firato quafi di crédere, che guefta fia 
principal caufa di far Vhuomo vir- 
tuofo buono; vorrei fapere , fe 
quella inflitutione, che ha da far il 
Cortegiano nel fuo Principe, deve 
effer cominciata dalla confietudine, 
 gquafi. da i-coftumi cotidiani, ti 
qualt, fenza che effo fe ne avecga, lo 
afuefacetano al ben fare; 0 fe pur 
Se gli deve dar principio col moftrar- 
gli con ragione la.qualita del bene 


die 
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Virtues, which tend’ to what~ 1s honeft ; 
as Juftice, Continence, Temperance, 
but more efpecially in Peace, becaufe 
Men being in Profperity and Leifure, 
when good Fortune {miles on them, of- 
ten become unjuft, intemperate, and fuf- 
fer their Pleafures to corrupt them. 
Therefore when they are in this Condi- 
tion, they have greater Occafion for thefe 
Virtues; becaufe at this time Leifure 
much more eafily engages the Minds of 
Men in evil Habits. Hence the old 
Proverb fays, Servants fhould-not be al- 
lowed to be idle.. And fome believe,- 
that. the Pyramidsin Aegypt were built 
to keep the People employ’d; for it 1S 
ufeful to. every one to.be inured to 
Toil. 

There are ftill feveral other Virtues ve- 
ry advantagious, but it may fuffice at 
prefent to have mentioned fo. many of 


of them, which could I-know-how to» 
inftruét my Prince in, and furnifh him: 


with the virtuous Education I have de- 


fcribed, I fhould think I had difcharged: 


the Office, and’ anfwered the End of a 


good Courtier, without doing any Thing. 


farther. 


Becaufe you have, Oftavian, very high- 
ly extolled a good Education,: faid Gaf- 
par; and feem to«think That the chief. 
Caufe of making a Man virtuous and 
cood,; I would..underftand whether that 


Inftruétion- which a Courtier fhould make 
ufe of towards his Prince, fhould begin « 
with Converfation, and as it were by dai- 
ly Habits, which may infenfibly accuftom 
him. to Goodnefs; or whether he ought 
to begin with fhewing him from Reafon, 
the Difference between Good. and Evil, 
and with acquainting him, before he puts 
him into the Road of Virtue, .what .that 


an 
csood 










































392 
good Way is, which he ought to follow, 
what that evil one, which he ought to a- 
void. In fhort, whether Virtue fhould 
be introduced into his Mind, and have 
its Foundation laid in Reafon, or in Cu- 


ftom. 


You have engaged me, fays Octavian, 
In a very copious Subject ; ; but that you 
may not think I forbear, becaufe am un- 
willing farther to anfwer to your Demands, 
Jaffert, that as the Soul and Body are two 
different Things in us, fo the Soul itfelf 
is divided into two Parts; one of which 
hath Reafon it, the other Appetite. As 
therefore the Body is prior to the Soul, 
fo is the irrational Part of the Soul prior 
to the rational. This we may be con- 
vinced of in Infants, who almoft as foon 
as they are born, feem influenced by An- 
ger and Defire, but it is fome time after, 
that Reafon difcovers itfelf. Firft there- 
fore we muft take Care of the Body be- 
fore the Soul, and of Appetite before 
Reafon. But the Care of the Body mutt 
be on account of the Soul, and of the 
Appetite, on account of Reafon. For as 
the intellectual Faculty of the Mind is 
perfected by Inftruction, fo is the moral 
by Cuftom. 


The firft Inftruction then ought to be 
conveyed by Cuftom, which may govern 
the Appetite, as yet not capable of rea- 
foning, and by this good Habir direét it 
to what is good, afterwards eftablith- 
ing it by Underftanding ; whofe Light, 
though it dawns but late in us, teaches 


us the compleat Enjoyment of that 


Virtue in which we have been inftru- 


éted 












































The Cour 


© del male; © con fargl condfeeer, 
prima che v4 metta in camino, gual 
fia ba buona via, & da feguitare, & 
quale la mala, © da fuggire. In 
fomma fe in quell animo fi deve 
prima introdurre, © fondar le virti 
con la ragione, Sintelligentia, aver 
con la confuetudine. 

Diffe 4 S.Ottaviano, Voi mi met- 
tete in troppo lungo ragionamento ; 
pur accio che non vi pata ch’i0 man- 
chi per non voler rifpéndere alle dz- 
mande vofire; dico, che fecondo che 
Lanima el corpo in noi fono due co- 
fe; cost ancéra anima é divifa im 
due parti; delle quali luna hain sé 
la ragione, Laltra Vappetito. Co- 
me adungque nella generatione il cor- 
po precede LP anima, cosi la parte ir- 
vationale dellanima precede Ja ra- 
tionale: ib che ft comprende chiara- 
mente ne t Sant ig ne’ quali quaft 
Lae che fono natt, ft védono Lira, 

© La concupifcéntia, ma potcon {pa- 
Fi di tempo appare la ragione. ‘Pe- 
rd déveft pot prima pighare cura del 
corpo, che dellanima; pot prima 
ne eae che della ragione. Ma 
la cura del corpo per rifpetto dell a- 
nima, ) Pappetito per rifpetto del- 
la ragione. Che fecondo che la virta 
sntellettiva tise perfetta con la dot- 
trina, cos? la morale fi fa con la con- 
fuetudine 

Dévefi adunque far prima la eru- 
ditione con la cor nfuetudine; la qual 
puo governare gli appetiti nom ancor 
capact di ragtone, e con guel buon 
ufo indr izzargli al bene; pot ftabi- 

lirgli con la intelligéntia; la quale, 
benche piu tardi moftri il fio lume, 
pur da modo di fruir pin perfetta- 
mente le virth achi ha bene infti- 
tutto 
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‘Dimandatene, rifpofe il S.Otta- 
viano ridendo, a queftt, che lo nu- 
trifeon bene, S fou graffi, & fre- 
fchi, che'l mio (co me kal n0n € 
aale4 ben curato; pir ancora di que- 
fio ft poria dir largamente: come del 
tempo ¢ conveniente del maritarfi, ac- 
ci0 che ads n0n feljere troppo 
Dides | ne troppo loutant alla eta 
paterna ; yp oh effercitii, > della 
educatione {ub sito che fono nati, © 

“e e 


on eta oe 


ofperofi, 


2 oye fargli ben 


5 gagtiay di. 


Rifpofe i S. Gajparo, 
pri piacerta 
Sglinols ben difpofti, belli (fecondo 
me 76) farta quella commumnita, che dt 
effe vuol P latone nella fua Republica, 


Quello, che 


6 di guel modo. 

Allhora la S. Emilia ridendo, Non 
é ne patti, diffe, che ritorniate a 
div mal delle Donne 

Lo, rifpofe wl Sig. Gafparo, mi 


prefumo dar loro gran (ihade dicen- 
do che destderino, che ft introduca un 
cofiume approvato da un tanto huo- 


‘Diffe ridendo Meffer Cefare Gon- 
zaga, Vegesramo fe tra 2 documentt 
sag y.Ottaviano (che non fo fe per an- 
cora gli babbia detti tuttz) guefto po- 
reff haver loco; & fe ben foffe che’l 


rincipe ne facefe una legge. 
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alle ‘Donne, per far ¢ 


lV. 
cted by Cuftoms in which, 
nion, confifts the whole 
Gafpar reply’d, before you 
farther Advances, I 
what that Care is w 
the Body ; 
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be attended to before the Care of the Soul 
Demand this, anfwer’d ith 


a Smile, of thofe whe 
plump, 


10 pam] 
and florid 

nee for you fee mine 
good Plight; but this might 
Topick for Difcourfe: bay in relation to 
the moft convenient Time for } 


and are p 








that Children may nel ithe er ed at to ts heap. 
L aay {* 

nor too great a Diftance from the Age o 

their Parents; as, of their ie ay O} 


their Education immediately irom their 


Birth, to the remaining Part of Te fo 


as to render them ftrong, vigorous and 
active, 

To this Gafpar, That would be the 
moft pleafing Way to the Ladies to 


make their Children ftrong and hand- 
fome, to have that Community introdu- 
ced which Plato requires in his Common- 
wealth. 


oye 
a m 11 


a fmilinge, faid, we enter’d into 
oD? 2 


n{wer’ ‘d I prefume I fpeak ve- 
in faying they 
om by fo great 
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Thofe few Rules I have mentioned, 
| en might perhaps be fuffi- 
nt to make a good Prince, as we fee 
Princes are now adays: But he who would 
fife the Matter more thoroughly, would 
ill have much more to offer. 


GA ee : ey, Uae os 
softs nothing but Words, faid 


( 
Orarp tf £ 
OLMNCC IL COILS 


the Duchefs interpofing, pray inform us 
1 


of all that occurs to your sig: to- 


aii 


wards the Inftruction of your Prince. 


& 


en anfwer’d, I would teach 
jer Things, if I-knew them 


Oé€taviat 
him many ot 
my felf; anda mong thofe, that he fhould 
out of his Subjects chufe a felect Num- 
ber of the firft Rank, the moft nobleand 
wife, to confult with on all Occafions; 
and to give them Authority and free 
Leave to offer their Opinion, without 
Referve on every Thing: and he fhould 
treat them in fuch a manner, as to let 
them underftand he would in every Thing 
know the Truth, and deteft Falfhood. 


ro) 
c 


a 


Befides this Council of Nobility, I would 
remind, him to chufe out of the People 
others of an inferior Degree, which he 
might conftitute a Council of Commons, 
that might impart to the Council of the 
Nobility, the Affairs of the City relating 
to the ‘Pastel <, or Property: And in 
this manner, the Prince being as the 
Head, and the Nobles and Commons as 
Members, they would be united together 
in one Body; the Government of which 
fhould chiefly belong to the Prince, the 
others ftill having their Sh: 
a State thus conttituted, would be form- 
ed of the three good Governments, viz. 
Monarchy, Ariftocracy, and ase locracy. 


ire of it: And 


After this, I would fhew him that of 
the Cares which belong to a ipaked the 
moft important is that of Juftice; to 

preferve 
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Quelli pochi ch’io ho detti, rifpofe 
tl S. Oftaviano, forfe porian baftare, 
per far un Principe buono, come péf- 
fono effer quelli, che fe ufano boggi- 
di: benche chi % voleffe v ede r la cofa 
piu minutamente , pote Ja ancora 
molto pia che dire. 

oggiunfe la S§. Ducheff ay Pot che 
NON CI ‘cofla altro che parole, dichia- 
ratect per vofira fe tutto quello, che 
voccorrerta in animo da infegnare al 
vofiro Principe. 

Ri fpofe il S. Ottavis ono, Molte al- 
tre cofe, Signora, glt infegnarcz, pir 
ch’10 le fapeffi ; & tra Laltre, che 
de fuot fidditi eleggeffe un ntimero 
di gent til’ hudmini, © de tz piu nvbili, 
© ipalad co i quali confultaffe ogni 
cofa; © loro deffe autorita, © libera 
licéntia, che del tutto fenza rifguar- 
do dir gli poteffero il parer loro: e 
con eff. teneffe tal maniera, che tut- 
te saccorgeffero, che d’ognt cofa faper 
voleffe la verita, haveffe iu dio 
ogni bugia. Et oltre a quefto confr- 
glio de’ udbili, ricordaré: che foffero 
elettz tral poépulo altri dt minor 
grado; de zt quali fi faceffe un con- 
‘ig lio popular @, che communicalfe col 
configlio de’ nobili Le occorréntie della 
Citta appar tinenti al piblico, & al 
privato: © in tal modo fi faceffe det 
Principe, come di capo; © de i né- 
bi esa (S de’ populari, come de mem- 
bri, un corpo folo nnito infieme ; il 
governo del quale nafceffe pr incipal. 
mente dal Principe ; mientediména 
participalffe ancora de gli altri: & 
cosi baria quefio fi ato “for ma ai tré 
governt buont; che é il Regno, gli ot- 
timatt, 4 L popula. 

Appre Mo i mofir ares, che delle 
cure, che al Prin cape S appar ‘téngo- 

la pin importante é@ quella dell 
g giufe tt: 
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‘imenti non & prudén- 
| quando quefta 
Sempre Varte, & fiut- 
tilita de z causidicz non é altro che 
vuina,  calamita delle leggt, ede i 
giudicii, © la colpa d’ogni boro erro- 
re fibada dare a chi gh ha pofti in 
off i610. 

_ Direi come da la giuftitia ancéra 
depende quella pieta ver fo Iddio, che 
€ débita a tutt1, & maffimaméente ai 
Priucipi, li quali debbon amarlo fo- 
pra ogni altra cofa, & & lui come il 
vero fine, indrizzar tutte le fue at- 
tzoni: §5 come dice Xenofonte, hono- 
rarloS amarlo fempre, ma molto pit 
quando fono in profperita, per ha- 
ver pot pi ragionevolménte confi- 
aénutia dt domandargli gratia, guan- 
do fino in qualche adverfita. Perché 
smpofsibile & governar bene née sé 
fleffo, née altruz, fenza aiuto di Dio; 
iL quale at buoni alcuna volta man- 
da la feconda fortuna per miniftra 
faa, che gli velievi da gravi perico- 
li; talbor la adverfa per non gli la- 
fciar adormentare nelle profperita, 
tanto che fi [cérdino di lui, 0 della 
prudéntia humana, la quale corregge 
Spela la mala fortuna; come buon 
Ziocatore i tratti mali de? dad: col 
menar ben le tavole. 

Non laftiaréi ancéra di ricordare 
al Principe, che foffe veramente re- 
Ligiofo, non fuperfiitiofo, né dato ab- 
fe vanita d’incanti, & vatic¢nii ; 
perche aggiungendo alla prudéntia 
bumana la pieta divina, &8 la vera re- 
figzone, baverebbe ancora la buona for- 
Luna, 
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-felf or others well, without the Help of 
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preferve which, he ought 
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of Magiftrates to fix upon underftanding 
Men, and of an eftablithed Charaéer: 
whofe Prudence istruly Prudence, being 
attended with Goodnefs, otherwife it is 
not Prudence, but Craft: And when this 
Goodnefs is wanting, allthe Art and Sub- 
tilty the Lawyer ufes, ends in nothing 
but the Ruin and Deftruétion of the 
Laws of Juftice, and all his Errors are to 


(ey 
Oo 


be laid to the Charge of thofe who put 
them in Pott, 


I would inform him alfo, that upon 
Juftice depends that Piety towards God, 
which all are obliged to, and efpecial- 
ly Princes, who ought to give him the 
principal Place in their Affe@tion, and di- 
rect all their Actions to him as their true 
End: And, as Xenophon fays, ever to 
honour and love him, but moft in their ‘al 
Profperity, that they may with the more nal 
Reafon truft in his Aid in Adverfity. | 
For it is impoffible to govern either him- 


God; who often fends Profperity as his 
Minifter to the Good, to eafe them from 
the Burthen of their Dangers; and fome- 
times Adverfity, left they fhould fall into 
fo profound a Sleep in Profperity, as to 
forget him, or human Prudence, which 
often amends ill Fortune; as a good 
Gametfter does an ill Throw on the Dice, 
by his good Play in the Tables. 





I would alfo put a Prince in Mind to 
y 


be religious, without Superftition, and 


V7 abe (aay a A Ae AE 
Vanity of Charms and 
1 


not given to the 
=A: c yim pee BS pee 
Predictions; for by uniting Piety towards 


God, and true Religion to human Pru- 
dence, he will be profperous in his Af- 
fairs, and have God for a Protector, who 
. aati 
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thofe who are 
obferving a 


as in Matters of 


another, with pile tc 


and in others a 
as in the Diftribu- 
lonours, and Titles, 
uality of Deferts; 





cter, that time he fhould hap- 
pen to deviate from th aws in any Re- 
( re it was fora 7° 
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which ought never to be eminent, with- 
out ine eminently rewarded Anda 
yint manner, V ill not on 

, but as it were adored by 

: le would have no occa- 

the Safety of his Life to com- 

ut himfelf to the Guardianfhip of Fo- 
reigners; his own Subjects for their own 
fety would take Care of his: and eve- 
ry one would willingly obferve the Laws, 
vhen they faw that he himfelf sees 
s as it were Guat dian , and 
un fed Adminiftrator of them. By 


this means he will eftablifh fuch a Chara- 
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Appreffo direi, come doveffe ama 
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populs his bts ere 
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odiofo. Dalla qual cofa na- 
feditioni, le congi : 
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le leggi foeff 0 ta VUNG 
tale delle Ci tte, 
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on 


sae relfo, come doveffe amare it pro- 
ingui di grado in grado, fervandotra 
tutti in certe cofe una pare equalt- 

ome nelle giufiztia, nella ‘liber- 
ta; 8 j in alcune altre, una ragione- 
pei qualita: come Lefer hbera le 
nel rimunerar “i nel drftribuir gle bo- 
NOV; , fecondo la inequa- 
lita de i meviti on li qualt fempre déb- 
bono non avanzare, ma effer avan- 
zati dalle remunerationt: © che zn 
aera far bbe non che amato, ma 
uafiado ve to dai fidditz. Ne bifogne- 
in che effo per cuftédia della vita 
che Z 
(0% per utilita di se Stel}, con la pro 
Heirs la cuftodiriano:  ogwun vo- 
Seid obedirta alle le ot, quando 
vedeffero, che effo me edé fimo obbe diffe, 
&S foe guaft cuftode, © Ff ve tn- 
cor ruttibile di guelle. Et im tal mo- 
do circa quefto darebbe cosi ferma im- 
preffion di sé, che fe ben talhor oc- 
ih reffe contr: afar le in qualche cofa, 
ogn’un conofcerta, che fi facefe a 
buon fine; el medéfimo rifpetto, 
iverentia Sharia al voler fio, che 
all 
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alle proprie les 
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v 
gli animi de t Cittadini 
temperati, che Z ‘ee Ont non Cercaria- 
20 baver sea a del bifogno, e i mali 
non portano. ‘Perché molte volte Le 
ecceffive richezZze Son caufa di gran 
ruina, come nella ogn 1 Italia, La 
quale é fiata, é tutta via é preda 


efpofta a ger 
Soverno, come per le motte richezze, 
di che é é piena. Pero ben faria, che 
la maggior parte det Cittadini fo/- 
fero ne molto ricchi, né molto pove- 
wt: perché z troppo ricehi Speffo di- 
VENLON uperbi © temerariz ; ay 
veri since 6) Si eae 


A 
M, a Z me 


& vs ‘voMo ecuri cs nots éfjer e nid 
att:  effindo quefli mediocri mag- 
gior miimiera, ono ancora pitt poten- 
tt. Et perd née 2 poveri, né i ric 


‘nN 


che poffono confpirar contra il Pri 
cipe, ovéro contra gli altri, be far 
Sedationt. Onde per fchifar quefto 


male, @ falubérrima cofa mantenere. 


univer falmeute la mediocrita. 


Direz adungque che ufar doveffe 
quefit, © moltaltri rimédii oppor- 
sunt; perché nella mente de i fiddt- 
ti non nafceffe defidério di cofe nove 
& di mutatione di flato; il che per ab 
pit delle volte fanno, 0 per guada- 
gu0, 0 veramente per honore , che 
‘ipérano, 0 per danno, 0 veramente 
per vergogna, che témano. Et que- 
fli movimenti ne glt a numt loro fou 
generati talbor dall’éd to, S fdegno, 
che gli difpera per le ing inure, § ¢ 
contumeélie, che fon lor fatte i ava- 
vita; Super bia, eS CYL delta, lid bi- 
dine de’ fuperiori: talbor ae vt li- 
péndio, che vi nafte per la negligén- 
tid, 
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ate fir bach si per lo mal 




































would pay the very fame Re- Hal 
t Reverence to his W il] 
their own Laws. 

Minds of his Citiz 
pofition, that the good would not feek 
for more than was necefiary. a 
could not. And becaufe exceffive Riches 
are frequently the Caufe of ereat 





as in poor Italy, which is, and always 
hath been expofed as a Prey to Foreigi 
Nations, as well on account of its Male ih 


Adminiftration, as of its abundant Ri- i 
ches: Therefore 
greater part of his 
ry rich, nor pg eo 


are fubject to Prid 


ake be neit 

For the very ri 
and Infolence ; the 
very poor to Bafen of and Deceit. But 
the middling Basia t neither lay Traps 
for others, and live free from the Fear 
_ of being entrapped themfelves : Andwhere 
thefe middling People are the greateft in 
Number, they are alfo greateft in Power. 
So that neither the poor nor the rich can 
confpire againft their Prince, or againft 
others, nor raife Seditions. And to avoid 
this Evil, the fafeft way is univerfally to 
maintain the mean. 

I would add farther that he fhould ufe 
thefe, and many other proper Remedies, 
to cure the Minds of his Subjects, of the 
Defire of Novelty and Revolutions in | 
the State; which they many times are for Hh. 
1 either for Gain, or for the (3 
Honour they expect to get or lofe, or \i 
for the Difgrace they atl And thefe 
Motions in their Minds are often raifed 
by Hate or Difdain, which leads them in- 
to Defpair, or by eee Injuries and Af- 
fronts 
the iy aie A oe 
their Superi 
Contempt t > 
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ruel Ity, i 
2 ee mm 
Jt fometimes {tr 


they 
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concelve eimmer 


W hi A ich 


on yunt of tae Negiicel : 
or Male-Adminiftration of the frince 
He fhould oppofe himfelf againit thei 
rrors, by gaining a Love and Futnorit 
Cc Bes ER 1 a ty 
among hi Is SUD} ects 5; which ne may Go Dy 
aT el a oN a] 
rewa ling and honout ring cne Sooc ana 
by estrel a prudent Remedy, and 
s 4 1 1, } > 
lemony nes a fevere one, to check the 
fe 1 Har 1 
Power of the feditious and bad. For it 
‘ ' >. ator at 
is more eafy to ftop the Progrels of a 
my no 3 tr reaiz the Harce 
aie ng Power, than to break the Force 
— aiijg REE ae 
of it, after it is arrived to its Height. 


People from running 
there is not a better 


ne to prevent the 
into ce Miftakes, 
Method, than to keep them from bad 
Cuftoms, and efpecially from thofe which 
creep on them by little and for 

thefe are fecret Peftilences which infect 
Cities, not only before they can be re- 
medy’d, but even before they can be dil- 
covered. 

In this manner would I direéta Prince, 
to preferve his Subjects in Tranquillity, 
and to fecure to them the Goods of the 
Mind, Body, and Fortune: But thofe of 
the Body and Fortune, that they might 
with the more Freedom exercife thofe of 
the Mind; which the greater, and the 
more exceflive they are, fo much the 
more ufeful; which cannot be faid either 
of thofe of the Body or of Fortune. 


little: 


If therefore the Subjects are good and 
virtuous, and fully inftructed in the true 
End of Happinefs, their Prince will be 
truly great : for that Government is juft 
and great, under which the Subjects are 
good, well difciplined and well governed. 


I conceive, faid Gafpar, he would be 
but a petty Prince, who would only be 
. Ruler over good Subjects ; for the Num- 


ber 
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6 P autorita il che fi fa 
cou beneficare %S honorare 2 buour; 

vemediare pr udentemente, 9 talhor 
con feverita, che 1 mali, © feditiofe 
non divéntino potenti. La qual cofa 
é pin fad ctle da vietar hie che st- 
ano divenutt, che levar loro ke 2 for ze 
poi che Phanuo acquiftate. 

Et direz che per viet ar, che z pé- 
puli non incorrino im yeas CVV OrL 5 

yon € migliir via, che guardargl: 
dalle male con fcbaainn. ; © mafima- 
men te da guelle, che fi méttono in ufo 
a@ poco a poco: per che fono peftiléntie 
fecrete, che corrémpono le Citta, pri- 
ma che altri, non che remediare, ma 


par accorger fe ne poffa. 


Con tai modi ricorderéz chel 
Principe procuraffe at confervare 2 
fuot fiidditi in ftato trangutllo, e dar 
loro i beni dell’ ani, e del corpo, 
della fortuna: ma quellt del corpo, 
€§ della fortuna per poter efferct- 
tar quelli del’animo; 2 qualt quan- 
to fono Maggiore 3 pin ecceffivt, 
tanto fouo pin utili; 42 che nom in- 
terviene di quelli del corpo, ué della 
fortuna. 

Se adunque tf fiddits foffero buone 
8 valoroft, © ben indrizzati al fin 
della felicita, farta quel Principe 
grand {fimo Signore: perché quello é 
vero & gran dominio, fotto i guale 
Z fitdditi fon buoni, © ben governa- 
ti, © ben alamdats. 

Allhbora il Signor Gdfparo, Pen- 
fo io, diffe, che piccol Signor farta 
guello, fotto il quale tutti 1 fudditz 

foffero 
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feffero buoni; perche in ogni loco fon 
pochi lt buove. 

Rifpofe it 8S. Ottaviano, Se una 
gualche Circe mutaffe in fiere tut- 
ti 2 fubditt del Ré di Francia, 
non vi parrebbe, che piccol Signor 
folfe, se ben fignoreggiaffe tante mi- 
gliata A@animali? Et per contrario 
fe gli armenti, che vanuo pafcendo 
folamente fu per queftt noftri montt, 
diveniffero huémini favit, & valo- 
roft Cavalieri, non eftimarefte voi, 
che quet paftori,. che gli governalfe- 
70, © da effi foffero obediti, fdffero 
di paftort divenuti Gran Signori? 
Vedete dungue, che non la moltiti- 
dine dei fidditi, ma il valor fa 
granat gle Principt. 

Lirano fiati per buon {patio atten- 
tiffimi al vagionamento del S. Otta- 
viano la S.‘Duchefa & la S. Emilia 
& tutti gli altri; ma havendo quivi 
effo fatto un poco dt paufa, come 
Bhaver dato fine al {uo razionamen- 


to, diffe M.Céfare Gonzaga. 


> 


Veramente, S.Ottaviano, non fipuo 


dire, che 2 documenti vofiri non fran 
buonz & utili; nientediméno io cre- 
deret, che fe voz firmafte con quelli 
aL voftro Principe, pit prefto meri- 
tarefle nome di buon maefiro di fcola, 
che dt buon Cortegiano, © effo pid 
prefio di buon Governatore, che di 
gran Principe. 
Nou dico gid, che cura dei Siguo- 
xt non debba effere, che i populi fra- 
no ben retti con giufiitia, §5 buone 
confuetudini ; nientediméno ad effi 


j 


parmt, che bafti eléggere buoni mi- 
nifirt per effequir quefte tai cofe; © 
che’l vero officzo loro fia pot molto 
magyiore. “Perd sio mi fentiff offer 
quel eccellente Cortegiano, che han. 
no formato quefit Signori, & ha 
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ber of the good is {mall in all Places. 


Octavian reply’d, If fome Circe fhould 
metamorphofe all the Subjects of the King 
of France into wild Beafts, would he not 
appear in your Eyes a petty, Prince, tho’ 
he fhould lord it over fo many thoufand 
Animals? On the contrary, if thofe Cat- 
tle which feed on our Mountains, thould 
become expert and valiant Soldiers, would 
you not think the Shepherds who had the 
Rule of them, and whom they pay Obe- 
dience to, were from Shepherds arrived 
to be powerful Princes? You fee then it 
is not the Number, but the Virtue of the 
Subjecét,. which makes the Greatnefs of 
the Prince. 


The Duchefs, Emilia, and all the refthad 
been long very attentive to the Difcourfe 
of O&avian; who having made a fmall 
Paufe, as if he had concluded his Argu- 
ment, Czfar Gonzaga begun.. 


Truly, Oétavian, no one can fay that 
your Inftructions are not good and ufeful’; 
neverthelefs, I fhould think that if you for- 
med your Prince upon this Plan, you would 
rather merit the Name of agood Schoo 
mafter, than ofa good Courtier; and the 
Prince-himfelf would be rather be a good 
Governour, than a potent Prince. 

Iam not now affirming that Princes 
fhould not make it their Concern to go- 
vern their People with Juftice, and good 
Difcipline ; notwithftanding to this Pur- 
pofe, in my Opinion, it would be fufft- 
cient to make Choice of able Minifters to 
execute thefe Things; but their own pe- 
culiar Bufinefs fhould be fomething of 
much greater Moment: And’ could’ I 
think my felf that excellent Courtier thefe 
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all, in fuch a Manner, that for thele he 
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fhould bec chiefly famed 5 and renowned 


among all Men. 


I would inftruct him alfo, to tempet 
this Gr eeu with a familiar Condefcen- 
fion, mixed with a fweet and agreeable 
Courtefy to carels his Subjects with a 

i Grace, and Strangers accord! ing to 


n and Merit ; 

fuitable to his 
leaft fuffer 
by too great a 
him. hat 
I fhould 
and mag- 


their Diftinétio 
rving a Maj softy 
Fisk may not in the 
diminifh his Authority, 
Condefcenfion, nor render 
y too great an Aufterity. 
ought to be generous, 
to every one without 
(as it is faid) is the 
To make 
E eftivals , 


Station, 
him to 


eful 
tell 
him he 

nificent, to give 
Referve; for God 
Treafurer of bountiful Princes. 
umptuous Entertainments, 

Plays, and publick Shews, 
of the beft Horfes, 


for’ FP 


to keep a 
great Number for 
in War, 
Hawks, Hounds, and all other 


Service and leafure in 


Peace; 
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Things belonging to the Diverfion of a 
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sreat Prince, and of the People: As in 
rneie Ol [ Lys we fee rancis Go! Zaga, 
the Marquis of Mantua does; who fo 
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his Reafon, appears rather 
of all Italy, than Lord of one City 


as the King 


] woul d 
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la jae del mio Pr incipey certo é, 
ch’io non lo indurrei mat a cof al- 
cuna vitiofa; ma per Co nfeguir guet 
buon fine, che 1 ot dite, 5 10 hori 


Du. 


mo dover effer zl jr uttO ae ble fatiche 
5 attioni del Cortegiano cerche- 
oli elf aniwo una Cer- 
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fea } . hi 
3 valore invitto nell’arme, che lo fa- 
ceffe amare, © riverir da ogw'uno ds 


tal forte, che per quefto 9 principalmen- 
te fuffe famofo, 5 chiaro al monao. 


Direi ancir, che compagnar do- 
velfe con la grandexza una doméfit- 


ca manfuetidine, con quella humani- 
ta dolce 5 amabile, € buona manie- 
ra ad accareZZare 2 fidaiti, € 2 fira- 
nieri diftretamente pitty & meno fe- 
condo i mériti; fervando pero fem- 
pre la maefia conveniente al grado 
fio, che non gli laftiaffe im parte al- 
cuna diminuir Vauttorita per trop- 
po fe: blatant ne meno gli concitaffe 
Odio per tr oppo auflera fever ita. ‘Do- 
weft effer ‘ali [fimo © /pléndi- 
donar ad ogn’uno Senza rifer - 
(come ft aice) eé 
Princ ipt liberalz. 
Lfiti, fefie, gtocht, 
er gran 
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France feo Gonz tha Marchefe di Man- 

a, iL guale a quefle cofe par pri 
prefto Re a'I[te his, che Signor @una 
Citta. 
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ea cheret ancor indurlo a far ma- 
Ldifici, S per honir vivendo, 
& e per dar di sé meméria a i ofte- 
72; come fece tt Duca Federico cn 
quefto n0biL palazZ, hor fa Papa 
Julio uel Témpio di fan Pietro, ro 
quella firada, che va da Palazzo al 
diporto dt Belvedére. Et molti al- 
tri edificiz, come facévano ancéra 
gli anticht Romant, di che fe vedeno 
faite religquie a Roma, & a Napols, 
a Pozzol, ad Bate, a Civita vee- 
chia, a Porto, & ancor fuor a’lta- 
lia,  tanti altri lochi, ebe fon gran 
tefliménio del valor di quegli animi 
divini. Cosi ancor fece Aleffandro 
Magno, tl gual non contento della 
fama, che per haver domato il mon- 
do con Varme havea meritamente ac- 
quiftata, edificd Aleffandria in Egit- 
to, in India Bucephalia, © altre Cit- 
ta in altri paefi: © pensd di ridur- 
ve in forma ahuomo tl monte Athos, 
© nella man finifira edificargh una 
amplifima Citta, e nella defira una 
gran Bite nella quale firaccoglief- 
fero tutte « fiumt, che da quello 
a ae S di quindi traboccaf- 
are: Lig veramente 


fera nel m 
grande, & eae 0 a’ Aleffandro Ma- 
£N0. 


Quefte cofe oftimo zo Signor Otta- 
viano che fi convéngano ad un ndbile 
S véro Principe, lo facciano nel- 
la pace, & ca guerra gloriostffi- 
mo; © non lo averttre a tante mi- 
niutie , & lo haver rifpetto dz com- 
battere solamente per dominare & 

vincer quel, che méritano effer do- 
wnat, 0 per far utilita a 2 fudditi, 
0 per levare il governo a quelle, che 
governan male. Che fe i Romani, 
Aleffandro, Annibale, © gli altri 


hat Te TAS is er 0 


piste mine 
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I would engage him alfo in 


er 
{lately Buildings, both for his prone 
while living, and to endear his Memory 


to, Pofterity ; like Duke Frec 
raifed this noble E Jalace, anc 
now does by St. Peter’s Church, and tha 
Street which leads from his ee to | ats 
Pleafure Houfe of Belvedere, 

his many other Buildings; | 


YD 5 Ae Be 

Tuxtiey 

d asrope jullu 
td 


like | th € ae 


cient Romans, of whom we fee fo many 


Puzzualo, 


Remains at Rome, Naples, 
Baia, Civita Vecchia, Porto, and even 
out of Italy, in fo many other Places, 
which are ftanding Monuments of the 
Greatnefs of their more than human Souls 
Thus did Alexander the Great, who not 


being content w ith the Fame which he 
had defewedly acquired in bringing the 
World into Subjedti ion by the Woue ar of 


his Arms, built Alexandria in A‘gypt, 
Bucephalia in India, and other Cities 
in other Countries. And he had Thoughts 
alfo of reducing Mount Athos into the 
Shape of a Man , to raife on his left 


* Hand a moft oe City, and in his right 


to dig a large Bafon, in which he de- 
fion’d to make a Conflux of all the Ri- 
vers which flow’d from the Mountain, 
and from thence tumble them into the 
Sea; a Project truly noble, and worthy 
the Great Alexander. 

Thefe are the Things, which in my 
Judgment, Octavian, become a noble and 
great Prince, and make him moft glo- 
in Peace and War; not thofe 
which make him defcend to fuch minute 
Affairs, as to confider War,only asa Means 


rious both 


to rule and conquer them, who delerve to 
be conquered, either for the Advantage of 
their Subjects, or to difpoflefs thofe of 
Government who govern ill. For if the 
Romans, A tesa tudes Hannibal, and o- 
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they wo ver have 
Pinnacle of Glory to which they afcend- 
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Thofe Perfons, faid Octavian with a 
Smile, who had no Regard to thefe 


Qualiti oe would have done much better 
hey had: But if ye will confider, y 
will find 3 at ma ae had them; and efpe- 
Jeroes of old, as Thefeus and 
Nie imagine that Procruftes, 

Sciron, Cacus, Diome 
Geryon, were any thing but crue >] and im- 
pious Tyrants, againit whom thefe mag- 
nanimous Heroes waged perpetual and 
fatal War. And after they had freed the 
World from thefe intolerable Monfters 
(for I can call Tyrants by no fofter 
Name) Temples, Sacrifices and Divine 
Honours were inftituted to Hercules, be- 
caufe to extirpate Tyrants was fo great a 
Benefit to the World, that whoever did 
it, deferved a greater Reward than it iS 
proper to beftow on any Perfon merely 
And of thofe which you have 
mentioned, do you not think that Alex- 
ander, even by his Victories STE thote 
By introducing fo 
among the Barbarians ae 
vild Beafts he made them 
Men; by building fuch beautiful Cities 


des, Antzeus and 


human. 


he hz i angie: cae 
much Po olitene ‘ 
defeated, of w 


in Places almoft de folate, he brought 
Civility into Life, and by jo oining as it 
were, Afia to. Europe in the Band of 
Friendfhip, and of facred Laws, the 
conquered by him were more _hap- 
py than thofe who eicaped his Cons 


y 


guefts. For fome he taught Matrimony, 


Agriculture, others | ea o- 


ine 
kill, 


though afey 


7 
ormers 


thers not to to take Care 


their Pare others to ab- 
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havéffero havuto quefte rilguarde 
non farebbon fiati nel colmo di quel 
la gloria, che férono. 


Rifpofe allbor il §. Ottaviano ri- 
dendo, Quelli, che non hébbero quefti 
r1[guas di har ébbono fatto meglro 
havéndogli: benche fe confiderate , 
che molti gli hébbero ; © ‘maffima- 
mente que’ primi anticht, come The- 
feo, © ‘Hercule. Ne crediate, che 
altri féffero, Procufte & Scirone, 
Cacco, mede, Antheo, Gerione , 
che Tivanut crudel: © tmpit, contra 

z quali havéano perpétua, O mortal 
guarra quefit magnanimt Hero. Et 
per 0, per haver liberato il mondo da 
cost intollerabili isnt, (che altra- 
mente non ft debbon nominare 1 T1- 

vanut) ad Hércule furon fattz, & 
témpit, © facrificit, © dats gle ho- 
nore divini; perché tl beneficto dz 
eftixpare z Tiranni é tanto giovéevole 
al mounds che cht lo fa, mérita mol- 
to maggLor pr émio, che tutto quello, 
che fi conviene ad un mortale. Et 
di coloro, che vot havete nominate, 
nou vt par che Ale ff andro giovalfe 
con le fue vittérie a t vinti? ha- 
vendo injlituite dz tantz buontz coftu- 
mi quelle barbare genti, che fuperd, 
che di flere gh fece huémini? Edi- 
fico tante belle Citta im paeft mal 
habitati, ‘strode eae il viver mo- 
vale, e quafi congiungendo l’ Afia, & 
L’ Eur opa col vinculo dell’amicttia &S 
delle janie Legg; di modo che pin 
felici firono t vinti da lui, che gi 
altrz. P erché ad alcuni moftro i 
matrimouts 3 ad altri agricultura; 
ad altri la religione; ad altri il non 
uccidere, ma aw nutrir i padri gia 

vecchi; ad altri lo aflenerfi da con- 
gidugerfi con le madri; mille altre 


cofe; 
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cofe, che fi potrian dir in teftiménio 
del giovamento, che fécero al mondo 
le fue vittorie. 

Ma laftiando gli antichi, aes 

pin nooile , © gloriofa imprefa, 
pit guvévole, potrebbe effere, che he 
i Chriftiani voltaffero le forze loro 
a fubgiugar gVinfidele? Non vi par- 
vebbe che quefta guerra, fuccedendo 

profperaménte, 9 effendo caufa di 
hehe dalla falfa fetta di Mau- 
meth al lume della verita Borage 
tante migliaia A hutmint , folfe pei 
giovare Cosi Aivinti, come a i vin- 
citorz? Et veramente, come gia Te- 
miftocle, effendo difcacczato dalla pa- 
tria fua, © raccolto dal Ré di P ér- 
fia, da luz accarezzato & honora- 
to con infinite, © ricchtffimi dont ai 
fisot diffe, “* Amict ruinati eravamo 
“ noi, fe non ruinavamo:” Cosi 
ben portano allhor con ragion dire il 
me defi mo ancora i Turchi e zt Mori, 
perchée nella pérdita lor farta la lor 


falute. 
Quefia felicita adungue fpero, che 


ancor vedremo, fe da ‘Dio ne fia con- 
ceduto il viver tauto che alla corona 
di Francia pervenga Monfignor ad An- 
golem, ib qual tanta [peranza m0- 
jira di sé, quanta mo guarta fera 
diffe il §. Magnifico. Et a quella 
d’Inghilterra il S. Don Henrico Prin- 
cipe “di ‘Uaglia, che hor crefie fotto 
al magn padre wm ogni forte diz vir- 
tu, come ténero rampollo Sotto Lom- 
bra d’arbore eccellente e carico di 
fr uttt, per rinovarlo molto pin bello 

pit fecondo, quando fiatempo. Che 
come at la fcrive il noftro Caftiglio- 
ue, & pit largamente promette di 
dive al fito ritorno, pare che la na- 
tura in guefto Signore habbia voluto 


wit, aaeseeieie.® 
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which might be brought as Inftances of 
the Good his Victories did to the World. 


But to fay no more of the Ancients 5 
how noble, glorious and ufeful an Un 
dertaking would it be, if Chriftian Prin- 
ces would turn their Forces to fubdue 
the Infidels? Would you not think that 
fuch a War, by fucceeding gf esaeapes ly, 
and in being the Caufe of bringing fo 
many thoufands from the falfe Sect of 
Mahomet, to the Light of Chriftian 
Truth, would as well redound to the Ad- 
vantage of the Conquered, as Conquerors. 
And truly, as formerly Themiftocles, 
when banifhed his Countrey; and being 
received by the King of Perfia, and ca- 
refled by him, and honoured with infi- 
nite and moft valuable Prefents, faid to 
his Companions ; My Friends, we 
‘© fhould have been ruined, had we not 
‘¢ been undone”: So might the Turks 
and Moors with juft Reafon fay the fame, 
fince their Lofs would be their Happi- 
nefs. 

This happy Time we may hope to fee, 
if God would grant Monfigneur of An- 
soulefme Life till he attains to the Throne 
of France; who promifes thofe great 
Things, which Julian mentioned four 
Nights ago. The fame does in England, 
Henry Prince of Wales; who every Day, 
under the Influence of his great Fa 
improves in all kind of Virtue, like a 
tender Shoot placed under the Shade of 
an excellent and fruitful Tree, in order 
to make it more beat 
againft the Time of bearing. For, as our 
Caftiglione wits from thence, and pro- 


en Aes 
wher, 


es 
itiful and fertile, 


mifes more fully to relate to us at his 
Return, it fers as if Nature was wil- 
ling to fhew her Force and Power in that 

je ae ae Prince, 
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of Chriftendom, as it is thought it will, 
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am 


im of Opinion then, faid Octavian, 


that thefe great a and g.o¢ dlike Princes may 
be fent into the World by Providence, 


Heaven to be alike in 
Station, Beauty 


and contriv’d 


by I 


A ~ . 
Age, Proweis in Arms, 


and Activity, that they may with equal 
Unanimity promote thisgood End: And 


that if any Emulation fhould ever arife 


between it may be only which 


fhould be the firft, moft zealous, and 
couragious in fo glorious an Enterprize. 
But leaving this Difcourfe, let us re- 
turn to our Argument. I fay then, Ca- 
: fe Things which you would have 
Prince perform, are very noble and 
sommendable;. but you ought to confi- 
der, if he is ignorant of what I have re- 


quired, he is defective in what he ought 
eo underftand: And_if he hath not for- 
| and turn’d 


med his Mind in this manner, 


+] 
tn 
hs of V1 


to the Path irtue, it will be diff- 
ult for him to be magnanimous, liberal, 
uft, valiant, eee or to have any 
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Ui corpo | folo tante A Ba utie, quan- 
te baftariano per adornarue infiniti. 


Diffe allhora M. Bernas 
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eta, dimofira gia tanto ingegno, 
cost cert dig dt eee di pru- 
déntia, at a, di magnanimitd, 
‘5 dogui ef LIimpério di 
Chriftrant ome S Bsn fs yel- 
le fue ma puo che Webbe 
ofcurare 1L nome di motte Inper ator 
antichi,  aguagliarft, di fama, ¢ 


F ox 
a hoy 


z pin famofi, ‘che mat stano ftati ie 
na, 


NOLO REN il §.Ottaviano, Credo 
adungue » che tali, ©5 cosi divinz 
Principi, stano da D10 mandati im 
terra, 8 da lui fatti similt della eta 
gioventle, della poténtia dell arme, 
del flato, della bellezza, © difpoft- 
tion Ley corpo, affin che stano an- 
cor a& quefto buon voler concorat ; 
& fe mvédia, 0 emulatione alcuna ef: 
fer deve mai tra eff, fia folamente, 
in voler crafcuno effer i primo, S 
pia fervente, & animato a cosi glo- 
riofa wmprefa. 

Ma lafctamo 
& tornzamo al fer 


7720 


guefto ragionamento, 
Dico adungne 


M. Céfare, che le cofe, che voit vole- 
te che facia iL Principe, fon gran 
diffime 5 degne di molte laude; ma 


dovete inte énderes che. fe fe effo non {2 
guello, che 20 bo de tto, che ha da 
fap ‘ye, & non ha formato Lanimo di 
quel modo, &} in drizzato al camino 
della virti, difficilmente fapra effer 
magnanimo, liberale, giufio, animo- 
fo; * prudente, 0 haver alcuna altra 

gualita 











































fates Pilon Seay Sted 





qualita di quelle, che fe Bh PIG 
no: ne per altro vorrez che foffe ta- 
le, che per fape er effercitar quefte 
conditiont.. Che fe come quelli, che 





dificano, non fon tutti buont Archi- 
tettt, cosi quegits che SCG nO 
fou tutti liberali: perchée la virta 


non noce mat ad ae © solti fo- 
n0, che rébbano per donare, 5 cosi 
fou liber bi della robba @altri: al- 
cuni dauno a cui non débbono, '5 la- 
fiiano in calamita, %. miferia queglt, 
a guali fono obligati: altri danno 
con una certa mala Epet is S guaft 
difpetto, tal che fi conofce che lo fan 
per forza: altri non Solamente non 
fon fecreti, ma chidmano «t teflimo- 
ni, 5 quase fanno bandire ie Sie 
liberalita: altri pazzamente. vud- 
tano in un tratto quel fonte Pole Li- 
beralita, tanto che pot non fi pud * 
ufar pitt. 

Rerd, im quefio, come nelle altre 
Cofe, bifogna fapére, © goveruarf: 


con guella ‘prudéntia , chee neceffa- 


ria compagna a tutte le.virta, le 


guals per effer med1ocr ita, fono U1- 
cine alli dut eftremi, che fono vitit; 
Onde cht non fa, factlmente iucorre 
in eff. Perché cost come é difficile 
nel circulo trovare tl punto del cen- 
tro, che il mezzo; cosi é& difficile 
trovar il punto della virta pofia nel 
mezzo delli dui eftremi vitiofi, Vu- 
no per bo troppo, Laltro per ae 
© aquefiz fiamo hor all’uno, bor all’- 
altro inc linatt ; &5 cid fi conofce per 
Lo piacere, © per lo difpiacére, che 

zn not ft fente; che per Pune ates 

mo quello, che non devemo, per Lal- 
tro laficamo di far quello, che deve- 
remo: beuche il piacére € molto pia 
pericolofo, perché facilmente il giu- 
dicio noftro da quello fi lafita cor- 
vompereé.. 


S latesacepate pelt ery a ageieielt 
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other of thofe Qualifications which are 
expected from him: Nor would I have 
him fuch for any other Reafon, than to 
underftand how to ufe thefe good Qua- 
lities. For as they who build are not all 
cood fo they who give 
not all Liberals: For Virtue hurts no 
one 3; yet manythere are, who rob to be 
miunificent, and thus are liberal only by 
the Plunder of others: 
they ought not, and leave in 
Mifery thofe whom they are ob 
relieve: Orhers give with 
and Regret, fo hae any one may fee 
do it by Conftraint: Others not onl 
not with Secrecy, but call for Witnefles, 
and as it were, make a Proclamation of 
theirGenerofity: Others fo foolifhly empty 
the Fountain of Liberality at one Draught, 
as to leave it dry for ever after. 


wh 


Architects, are 


Some give to thofe 
Diftrefs and 


lived 
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Wherefore in this, as. well as in other 
Cafes, there is need of Wifdom to go- 
vern. himfelf with Prudence, the necefia- 
ry Companion of all Virtues, which tho’ 
they are in the Medium, yet border upon 
the two vicious Extremes; into which he 
eafily runs, who is ignorant of them. For 
as it is difficult in a Circle exactly to 
determine the central Point, which is in 
the middle; fo is it difficult to find the 
Point of. Virtue, placed in the midft of 
the two Extremes of Vice, (the one in 
are the other in Defeét:) And we 
are inclined fometimes to the one, fome- 
times the other of thefe; and this may 
be known from the Pleafure or Difplea- 

Aan 


fure we find in our felves ; for on account 
of the one we do what we gente not, on 
account of doing what 


the other we omit 


2D pI 


t Ple: We e moft 


r{tan« 


ifure is much 


we ought: 
Under 


dangerous, 


ding 


eafily 


becaufe our 
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The 
eafily fubmits itfelf to be corrupted by it. 
But fince it is difficult to apprehend how 
far we are removed from the Centre of 
Virtue, we ought by little and little to 
draw back to the contrary Part of that 
Extreme to which we find our felves in- 
clined; like thofe who ftreighten crooked 
Sticks: And in this manner fhall we ap- 
proach towards Virtue, which, as I have 
already faid, confifts in a Medium. Hence 
it happens, tho’ we may err many Ways, 
yet we can be right but in one alone; 
like Archers, who can but one Way hit 


the Mark, 


th 
th 


and mifs it by many 


Thus one Prince, often out of an In- 
lination to become courteous and affa- 
le, does many Things indecent, and lets 
himfelf down fo far as to be defpifed. 
Another to preferve Majefty, and a fuit- 
able Authority, becomes auftere and lets 
fupportable. Another to be reputed e- 
loquent, runs into uncommon Roads of 
Difcourfe, and is pleafed with his own 
tedious and affected Circumlocutions, till 
he hath tired the Patience of his Audi- 
tors. 

Do not therefore, Czefar, call any thing 
little, though it may perhaps be little, 
which can be of any ufe to a Prince: 
Nor would I have you think I imagine 

you blame my Inftruc Ctions, in faying they 
are rather calculated to form a good Go- 
yernour, than 
cannot be a greater Commendation, nor 


c 
1 
D 


a good Prince; for there 


more becoming a good Prince, than to 


be called a good Governour. 


If therefore it fhould be my Bufinefs to 
inftruct him, 
only govern in thofe Affairs which I have 
mentioned, 


I could wifh he would not 
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rémpere. Ma perché il conéfcere 
quanto fia Phuom lontano del centro 
dalla virti, é cofa difficile, devemo 
ritirarce a@ poco a poco da not fleffi 

wlla contraria parte di quello eftre- 
mo, al gual conofcemo effer int lina- 
ti; come fanno ‘guelli che indriz- 
zano t legni diftorti, che in tal modo 
saccofiarémo allavirti; la quale (co- 
me ho detto) confifte in quel punto 
della mediocrita.. Onde inter Viene, 
che noi per moltt modi erriamo , oS 
per un folo facciamo lofficio 5 dé- 
bito noftro: cosi come gy AY Ciert, 
che per una via fola danuno nella 
brocca, 5 per molte fallano il fe- 
gn0. 

Pero {peffo un Principe per voler 
effer humano, 5 affabile, fa infinite 
cofe fuor del decéro, fi avilifce 
tanto che é difprezzato. Alcuwal- 
tro per fervar quella maiefta grave 
con autor ita comventente , diviene 
aufiero,  intolerabile. Alcun per 
effer tenuto eloguente, entra in mille 
ftrane maniere, & lunght circuiti at 
parole affettate afcoltando sé fleffo, 
tanto che gli altri per fafttdio afcol- 
tar non lo ‘poffono. 

Sz che non chiamate M.Céfare per 
minuta cofa alcuna, che poffa miglio- 
rare un Principe in qual ft ft voglia 
parte, per minima che ella fia: né 
penfate gid chi eftimt, che vor bia- 
fimate i miez documenti, dicendo che 
con quellz pin tofto fi formarta un 
buon. governatore, che un buon Prin- 
cipe; che non “ oh 10 forfe dar mag- 


gidr laude, ne pia comveniente ad un 


buon PP ncipe, che chiamarlo buon 
overnatore 

Perd fe a me toccaffe inftituirlo, 
vorrei che egli hoveffe cura nou fo- 
lamente ai governar le cofe gia aet- 


“3 
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te, male molto minorz; °S intendeffe 
tutte le particularita appartenentt 
a {uot pépulz, quanto foffe pofsdbile : 
ue mat credeffe tanto, née tanto fi 
confidaffe d’alcuno fuo miniftro, che a 
quel folo rimetteffe totalmente La bri- 
glia, & lo arbitrio di tutto’l gover- 
no. Perché non é alcuno che fia at- 
tifimo a tutte le cofe; S molto mag- 
gtir danno procede dalla credulita 
de’ Siguorz, che dalla incredulita ; 
la qual non folamente talbor non no- 
ce, mu {pelo fommamente giova: pir 
im guefio é neseffario il buon giudd- 
cio del Principe, per conofcer chi 
mérita effer creduto, & chi no. 


Vorrez che haveffe cura d’intén- 
dere le attioni, © effer cenfore de 
fuor minifirz; dz levare, & abbre- 
vidr le litt tra iz fidditi; di far fa- 
ve pace tra effi, allegargli infieme de 
parentatt, di far che la Citta foffe 
tutta unita concorde in amicttia, 
come una cafa privata; populofa, 
w0n pévera, quieta, piena di buout 
avtifici, di favorir i mercatanti, & 
atutarle ancéra com denari; defer 
Liberale, & honorévole nelle hofpita- 
lita verfo i foreftitri, 6 verfo i re- 
“igiofi; dz temperar tutte le fu- 
perfluta: perchée fpeffo per gh er- 
rori, che fi fauno in quefte cofe, ben- 
che patano ptccoli, le Citta vanno 
2b ruina. 

Pero é ragionévole, chel Prvuci- 
Pe ponga méta a i troppo funtuofi e- 
difici: de’ privati, 2 i convivii, alle 
dott ecceffive delle donne, al luffo, al- 
le pompe nelle givie &S veflimenti, che 
none altro, che uno argumento della 
lor pazzta, che oltre che fpeffo per 
quella ambitione § invidia, che fr 
Pportano Luna & Valtra, difsipano le 
facultd, 


mentioned, but in thofe much more mi- 
nute, and apply his Thoughts, as much 
as poffible, to all Particulars belonging 
to his People; and not place fo much 
Truft and Confidence in any one of his 
Minifters, as to deliver into his: Hands 
the Reins, and fole Adminiftration of the 
Government. For there was never yet a 
Man who was fit for every Thing; and 
there is more Harm arifes from the Cre- 
dulity, than Incredulity of a Prince: For 
this is fo far from being hurtful, that it 
is often beneficial; but for this Purpofe, 
it is neceflary a Prince fhould be of a 
found Judgment, that he may know whom 
to truft, and whom not. 

I would him too look into the Actions, 
and be the Cenfor of his Miniftry; to end 
and fhorten Suits among, his Subjects, to 
make Peace among them; to allay them 
by Marriages; to order it fo, that the 


whole City may, like a private Family,. 


be united and agree in the fame Bond of 
Friendfhip; that it may be populous, but 


‘not poor, quiet, and well ftock’d with 


Trade; to encourage Merchants, and af- 
fift them with Money; to be liberal, and 
refpectful in receiving Strangers, and reli- 
gious Perfons, to reduce into Order all 
Superfluities; for by Miftakes, which are 
made in fuch Things as thefe, although 
they appear but fmall, States:are often 
ruined. 


It is alfo reafonable that the Prince 
fhould fet Bounds to the magnificent 
Buildings, and Entertainments of private 
Perfons, to their-exceflive Portions with 
their Daughters, to their Ufe and Splen- 
dor in Jewels and Apparels, which are 
only Arguments of their Folly: And far- 
ther, by that Emulationand Envy which 


they 
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y beat towards each other, they con- facultad, & la fuftantia de’ mariti 


fume the Wealth and Subftance of their 
ufbands; and fometimes fora Jewel, or 
fome fuch like Trifle, they expofe their 


nq 


Honour to Sale, to any one who is willing 


aid Bernardo Bibiena fmiling, 
You are now, Octavian, engaged on the 
fame Side with Gafpar and Frigio. 


That Controverfy is over, replied Oc- 
tavian with a Smile, and J am not willing 


to renew it: I have nothing farther to fay 


of the Ladies, and therefore return to my 
Prince. 

You may very well forbear, anfwers 
Frigio, faying any more of him at pre- 


1 


fent, and be content to have him fuch as 


you have defcribed him 5 for it will cer- 
tainly be an eafier Matter to finda Lady 
endued with the Qualifications Julian re- 
quires, than a Prince with yours: For I 
am afraid he is like Plato’s Common- 
wealth, which we fhall never fee, unlefs 
perhaps in Heaven. 


O€tavian replied, Things poffible, tho’ 
very rare, may ftill be hoped for; and 
perhaps fuch a Prince may appear in our 
Pimes: For though Heaven is fo {paring 
in producing excellent Princes, that we 
fcarce in many Ages find fo muchas one, 
‘yet this good Fortune may befal us. 


Tam in great Hopes of it, faid Count 
Lewis ; for befides thofe three great 
Princes already named, and of whom we 
may reafonably hope that they will anfwer 

every thing that is requifite to the high 
Station of a compleat Prince, we may 
even at this Time find in Italy fome Sons 
of Princes, who though they do not equal 

them 





talbor per una giotetta, o pakiehs 
altra frafcherta tale, véndono la pu- 
dicitia loro a chila vuol comprare 


Allbora M. Bernardo Bibiena ri- 
dendo, Signor Ottaviano, diffe, voi 
entrate nella parte del S§. Gafparo 
© del Frigio. 

Rifpofe zt §.Ottaviano pur riden- 
do, La bite é finita, & io non voglio 
gia rinovarla: perd non dird ‘pia 
delle Donne, ma ritornerd al mio 
Principe. 

Rifpofe il frigio, Ben potete hor- 
mat bafciarlo, & contentarvi che egli 
fia tale come Vhavete formato; che 
fenza dubbio pit facil cofa farebbe 
trovare una ‘Donna con le condition: 
dette dal §. Magnifico, che un Prin- 
cipe con le conditiont dette da voi; 
pero dibito che fia come la Republs- 
ca di Platone; © che non fiamo per 
vederne mat un tale, fe non forfe in 
Cielo. 

Rifpofe iw 8. Ottaviano, Le cofe 
pofstbilt , benche stano difficils, pir 
ft pao /perare che habbiano da Effe- 
ae beat forfe vedrémolo ancor a 
nofire tempi in terra: che benche t 
Celi stano tanto avari in produr 
Principi coe che a@ pena in 
moltt fecols fe é ne vede uno; potreb- 
be quefia buona fortuna toccar a not 

Z Diffe allbor il Conte Lodovico, Io 
ne fio con affat buona [peranza; per- 
che oltra quelli tre grandi, che ha- 
temo nominati, det quali fperar fi 
puo cid che sé detto convenir |i al 
fupremo poe dt perfetto Princi- 
pes ancora Italia fi ritrévano 
hogerdi alcunt ‘fal oli di Szgnort, le 
quale benche non siano per haver 
lanta 
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tanta poténtia, forfe fuppliranno con 
la virti: © quello che tra tutti fv 
mofiva di mighor indole, 8 di sé pro- 
mette maggior fperanza che alcun de 
gti altri, parmi che fia il §. Federico 
Gonzaga, primogénito del Marchefe 
di Mantua, nipote della Signora Du- 
cheffa nofira qui. Che oltra la gen- 
tilezza dei coftumi, 5 la difcretione, 
che in cost téuera eta dimoffra, co- 
toro che lo govérnano, di lui dtcono 
cofe di maravigtia, circa Léffere in- 
genifo, cupido Ahonore, magnanimo, 
vortefe, liberale, amico della Zinftitia ; 
dt modo che di cosi buon principio 
non ft puo, fe non afpettare ¢ttimo 
ne. 

Allbor il Frigio, bor non pin, 
diffe, pregaremo Dio di vedere adem- 
pita otis nofira fperanZa. 

wivi iL §. Ottaviano rivolto alla 
S. Ducheffa, con maniera ad haver da- 
to fine al fuo ragionamento, Eccovi 
Signora, diffe, quello, che 2 dir m’oc- 
corre del fin del Cortegiano; nella 
gual cofa sio non hard fatisfatto in 
tutto, baflerammi almen haver dimo- 
firato, che qualche perfettion ancora 
dar ft gli potéa, oltra le cofe dette da 
guefiz Signort; li qual: io efftmo che 
habbiano pretermefo § quefto, & 
tutto quello cho potrei dire, non 
perche non lo fapéfero meglio di me, 
ma per fuggir fatica: perd lafcierd, 
cheffi vadano continuando, fe a dir 
£4 avanza cofa aleuna. 


Allhora diffe laS. Ducheffa, Oltra 
che lhora é tanto tarda, che toflo [a- 
va tempo di dar fine per quefia fera, 
2 mé non par che noi debbiam me f- 
colare altro ragionamento con guefta ; 
wel guale vot havete raccolto tante 
varie, & belle cofe, che circa il fine 

della 
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them in Power, may ftill fupply thatDe. 
fect by Virtue: And he, who among al] 
thews the beft Difpofition, and promifes 
the faireft of any other, is, in my Opinion, 
Frederick Gonzaga, eldeft Son of the 
Marquis of Mantua, and Nephew to our 
Duchefs now with us. For befides his 
accomplifhed Behaviour, and that Pru- 
dence which he"difcovers in thefe his ten- 
der Years, they who are his Governours, 
fay wonderful Things of him, and of his 
Ingenuity; his Thirft after Honour, his 
Greatnefs of Soul, his Gentlemanlike Car- 
riage, his Liberality, his Regard to Ju- 
ftice; fo that from fo good a beginning, 
we cannot but expecta good End. 


No more of this at prefent, faid Fri- 
gio, and we will pray God that this our 
Hope may be accomplithed. 

Then O€avian turning towards the 
Duchefs, as if he had finithed his Dif- 
courfe, faid, Madam, Ihave now offer- 
ed what occurred to me relating to 
the End of a Courtier ; upon which Sub- 
ject, if I have not given entire Satisfac- 
tion, yet let it fuffice that I have demon- 
ftrated, that fome farther Perfection is 
required in him, than thefe Gentlemen 
have affigned, who, I believe, omitted 
this, and all other Things I could men- 
tion, not becaufe they did not know them 
better than I, but to avoid Trouble: 
Let them therefore continue the Dif- 
courfe, if they have any Thing farther 
to advance. 


Befides, it being fo late, faid the Du- 
chefs, that we ought to break off all Dif 
courfe for this Night, it feems not pro- 
per to me, that we fhould intermix any 
other Argument with this; in which you 
have gathered together fo various, and 
choice Things relating to the End of a 
Ggg Courtier, 


sietele sete 





ALO The 
Courtier, that you your felf are not on- 
ly that perfect Courtier we feek for, and 
fufficiently enabled to inftruct a Prince 5 
but, if Fortune proves propitious, you 
ought to be that good Prince, who 
would be of fo much Advantage to.your 


Countrey. 


O@avian faid with a Smile, perhaps 
Madam, if Iwas arrived.to that Honour, 
it might fare with me, as it ufually does 
with many others, who know better how 
to prefcribe than practife. 

Here the Difcourfe breaking off a little, 
and the whole Company being divided 
about the Commendation of what had 
been debated, but agreeing that it was 
not yet time to retire to fleep. 


Julian faid fmiling, Madam, T am fo 
great an Enemy to Deceit, that am ob- 
liced to contradict Odtavian; who be- 


ference of his Courtier to the Court-Lady, 
and making him exceed’ thofe Bounds to 
which fhe cannot approach, he hath alfo 
preferred him to his Prince, which is 
moft unbecoming. The other is, that 
he hath propofed fuch an End, as 1s. always 
difficult, and often impoffible forhim to at- 
rain; but if he fhould attain it, yet would 
he not defervetobe named a Courtier. 

I cannot.underftand, faid Emilia, how 
Cs either dificult or impoffible, that a 
Gourtier fhould attain his End, much lefs 
how. Oétavian hath preferred him to his 
Prince. 

Don’t yield up to him thefe Things 
fid Oavian, for Ihave not preferrec 

|. 
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della Cortegianta fi puo dir, che non 
folamente fiate quel perfetto Corte- 
giano, che noi cerchiamo, '§ baftante 
per inftituir bene il voflro Principe ; 
mia, fe la fortuna vi fara propitia, 
che debbiate ancor éffere ottimo Prin- 
cipe; il che faria con molta utilita 
della patria voftra. 

Rife il S. Ottaviano, diffe, For- 
fe Signora, 810 fuffi in tal grado, 2 
mé ancora interverria quel, che fuol 
intervenir a moltt altri, i quali fan 
meglio dire, che fare. 

Quivi efféndofi replicato un poco de 
ragtonamento tra tutta la compagnia 
confufamente con alcune contraditio- 
ni pir & laude di quello che sera 

arlato; © déttoft che ancor non era 
hora d’andar a dormtre. 

Diffe ridendo il Magnifico Giulia- 
no, Signora 10 fon tanto nemico de 
gl’inganni, che me forza contradir 
al S.Ottaviano; il qual pereffer (co- 
me 10 dibito) congzurato fecretamen- 
te col §.Gaf{paro contra le donne, & 
incor fo in duz errort ( fecondo me) 
grandtfimi: de 2 quali Vunoé, che 
per preporre quefto Cortegiano alla 
donna di Palazzo,  farlo eccédere 
guei termini, a& che effa puod grun- 
gereys Tha prepofto ancora al Prin- 
cipe ; il che & imconvenientiffimo. 
Laltro, che gli ha dato un tal fine, 
che fempre é difficile, €5 talhor im- 
pofsibile, che lo confeguifta, & quan- 
do pur lo confegue, non fi deve nomi- 
nar per Cortegiano. 

To non intendo, diffe la S. Emtiia, 
come fia cosi difficile, 0 impofstbile 
che’ l Cortegiano confeguifca quefto fuo 
fine; ne meno come it S. Ottaviano 
Lhabbia prepofto al ‘Principe. 

Non gli confentite quefte cofe, rt- 
/pofe iS. Ottaviano, perch'io non ho 

prepafie 
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prepofio il Cortegiano al Principe: & 
circa il fine della Cortegiania non 
mi prefumo effer incor fo in errore al- 
Cuno. 

Rifpofe allbor. il Magnifico Giu- 
liano, ‘Dir non potete S. Ottaviano 
che fempre la caufa, per la quale 
Leffetto é tale, comi egli é, non fia 
pia tale, che non ¢ quello effetto. Pe- 
vo bifogna che'l Cortegiano, per la 
inftitution del quale it Principe ha 
da effer di tanta eccelléntia, fia pit 
eccellente che quel Principe; © in 
guefio modo fara ancéra di pit digni- 
ta, che’l Principe iffefo; il che é 
enconvenientiffimo. Circa il fine poi 
della Cortegianta, guel che voi ha- 
vete detto, pud feguitare, quando 
Leta del Principe ¢ pocd differente 
da quella del Cortegiano; ma non pe- 
ro fenza difficulta, perché dove é 
poca differentia deta, ragionevol é 
che. ancor poca ve ne fia di fapére: 
ma (el Principe é vecchio, el Cor- 
tegian gtévane, conveniente é che 
Principe vecchio fappia pit che'l 
Cortegiano gidvane: 5 fe quefio non 
intervien fempre, intervien qualche 
volta;  allbor il fine che voi ha- 
vete attribuito al Cortegiano, ¢ im- 
pofsidile. Se ancora il Principe é 
gidvane, el Cortegian vecchio, difft- 
cilmente 11 Cortegian pud guadagnar |i 
la mente del Principe con quelle con- 
ditioni, che voi gli havete attribuite. 
Che (per dir il vero) lo armeggia- 
re, 5 gli altri effercitii della perfo- 
na, Sapparténgono a giévani, © non 
ricfcono ue vecchi; & la uifica, 6 
le danze, © fefte, © giochi, & gli 
amort tn quella eta, fon cofe ridicu- 
le; © parmi, che ad uno inffitutor 
della vita, & coftumi del Principe, 
wt qual deve effer perfona tanto gra- 
Ve; 
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the Couftier to his Princé: and with Re- 
gard to the End of Courtierfhip, [am 
fatisied I have not run into the leaft Mi- 


. ftake. 


Julian reply’d; you cannot fay, O&a- 
vian, that the Caufe by which the Effect 
is produced, fhould not have more in it 
than the Effect it produces. It follows 
therefore that the Courtier, from whom 
the Prince derives fo much Excellency, 
fhould in this be more excellent than the 
Prince himfelf; a Thing moft inconve- 
nient. Then with Regard to the End of 
a Courtier, that indeed which you have 
affirmed may happen, when there is but 
little Difference between the Age of the 
Prince and the Courtier; and even then 
it will not be without Difficulty; for 
where there is but little Difference in 
Ages, there will be but little Difference 
in Knowledge: But where the Prince is 
old, and the Courtier young, it is fit chat 
a Prince in Years fhould have more Un- 
derftanding than a young Courtier: And 
if this happens not always, yet it fome- 
times happens; and then the End you 
have allotted the Courtier will bé im- 
poffible. But on the other Side, is the 
Prince young, and the Courtier old, the 
Courtier will find it a difficult Underta- 
king to gain the Affection of his Prince, 
with thofe Qualities you have affigned 
him. For to fay the Truth, the Ufe of 
Arms, and other Excercifes of the Body. 
are peculiar to Youth, and become not 
Age; and as for Mufick, Dancing, Feaft- 
ing, Mirth, and Love, thefe are in that 
Age abfolutely ridiculous; and in my 
Judgment, in an Inftructor of the Life 
and Manners of a Prince, who ought to 
bea Perfon of fuch grave Deportment 
and Authority, ripe in Years and Expe- 
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rience, and, if poffible, a good Philofo- 
pher, a good General, and verfed in the 
Knowledge of all Things, extremely in- 
confiftent. Wherefore the Preceptor of 
a Prince fhould not,. in my Opinion, be 
termed a Courtier,. but deferves a much 
more honourable Name. Pardon me 
therefore, Odtavian, if 1 have difeovered 
your Fallacy, which I think my felf obli- 
ged thus to do. for the Honour of my 
Court-Lady, who feems to you inferior 
in Merit to your Courtier, which I will 
not fubmit to. 


Odavian fmiling faid, Julian, it will be 
more for the Honour of the Court Lady 
to-exalt her toan Equality with the Cour- 
tier, than to debafe the Courtier to an 
Equality with her: For no one hinders her 
from inftructing her Princefs, nor guid- 
ing her to the fame End, which I have 
faid the Courtier fhould direét his Prince: 
you. therefore rather leffen the Praife of 
the Courtier than add to that of the Court- 
Lady; and therefore it may ftill. be law- 
ful for me to defend him. 


But in anfwer to your Objection I do 
not affert, that the Inftruction of the 
Courtier fhould be the fole Caufe of the 
Excellency of his Prince; for if he hath 
nota natural Difpofition and Fitnefs, all 
the Care and Admonition of the Cour- 
tier will be to no Purpofe : for as a good 
Hufbandman would only labour in vain, 
fhould he till and fow with the beft Seed 
the Sand of the Sea; becaufe it is natu- 
rally barren: But when good Seed is fown 
in a fertile Soil, and when to temperate 
Air and feafonable Showers, there is alfo 
added 
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ve, & d’autorita, maturo ne gli an« 
ut, nella efperiéutia; © fe poffibil 
foffe, buon Fildfofo, buon Capitane, 
S guafi faper ogni cofa, stano dif- 
conventientifjime. Perd chi inftitu- 
tfce it Principe, eftimo io che now 
Shabbia da chiamanr Cortegiano, ma 
méritz molto maggiore 9 pin hono- 
rato nome. Sz che S.Ottaviano per- 
donatemt, io ho fcoperto quefia vo- 
Stra fallacia, che mz par effer tenuta 
a far cosi per Lhonor della mia Don- 
na, la qual vot pur vorrefie che fof- 
fe di minor dignita, che guefto vo- 
Jiro Cortegzano ; § 10 nol voglio com- 
portare. 

Rife iL S. Ottaviano, & diffe, S. 
Magnifico pia laude della Donna di 
Palazzo farebbe lo efaltarla tanto, 
che ella foffe part al Cortegiano, che 
abbaffar il Cortegian tanto, che'l fia: 
pari alla Donna di Palazzo: che 
gia non faria prohibtto alla Donna 
ancor inflituir la fua Signora, & 
tender con effa a quel fine della Cor- 
tegianta, ch’io ho detto-convenirf al 
Cortegzano col. fuo Principe: ma voi 
cercate pitt di biafimare il Cortegia- 
no, che dt laudar la ‘Donna di Pa- 
lazzo; perd ame ancor fara lécito 
tener la ragione del Cortegzano. 

Per rifpondere adunque atle voftre 
obiettionz, dico, ch’io non ho detto che 
la inftitutione nek Cortegiano debba 
effer la fola caufa, per la guale il. 
Principe fia tale; perché fe effo 
non folfe inclinato da natura, © at- 
to a poter éffere, oguicura, © ri- 
cordo del Cortegiano farebbe indarno: 
come ancor indarno Saffaticaria ogni 
buono agricultore, che fi metteffe a 
cultivare, © feminare d’ Ottimt gra- 
ni Lharena fiérile del mare; perché 
quella tal fterilita im quel loco é 
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maturale: ma quando al buon feme 
zm terren fertile, con la tempérie 
dell’ aria, &5 piogge convenienti alle 
fragzoni saggiunge ancéra la diligén- 
tia della cultura humana, fi vedou 
fempre largamente nadfcere abondan- 
tiffimi frutti; née perd e, che lo a- 
gricultor folo fia la caufa di quelli; 
benche fenZa effo poco, 0 niente gio- 
vafero tutte le altre cofe. 

Sono adungque molti Principi, che 
farian buont, fe gli animi loro foffero 
ben cultivati: © di quefto parlo io, 
won dt quelle che fono come il paéfe 
ftérile, & tanto da natura alient dai 
buoni coftumt, che non bafta di[ciplina 
alcuna per indir LP auimo loro al di- 
xitto camino. Et perché (come gia 
Lavemo detto) tali fi fanno gli habiti 
sn not, quali fouo le noftre operation, 
& nell’operar confifte la virtus none 
smpoffibtle, né maraviglia, che’l Cor- 
tegiano indrizzt il Principe a molte 


virtu; come la giufittia, la libera- 
Lita, la magnanimita; le operationi- 


delle quali effo per la grandezza fia 
facilmente pud méttere in ufo, & 
farne habito; il che non pud il Corte- 
giano, per non haveér modo d’operarle. 
Lit cost ik Principe indutto alla virtn 
dal Cortegiano, puo divenir pid vir- 
tuofo, che'l Cortegiano: oltra che do- 
wete fapére, che la cote, che non ta- 
&lia punto, pir fa acuto il ferro. 
Pero parmi che ancéra chel Corte- 
Siano inflituifca il Principe, non per 
guefto shabbia a dir, che egli fia di 
piu dignita che’l Principe. 

Chel fin di quefla Cortegianta fia 
difficile,  talhor impoffibile, 8 che 
quando pir ik Cortegiano lo confegue, 
non fi debba nominar per Cortegiano, 
mameriti maggior nome; dico, ch’io 
non nego quefta difficulta; perché non 
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added diligent Agriculture, we always fee 
a plentiful Crop ; tho’ the Hufbandman is 
not the fole Caufe of it; yet without him, 
thefe other Things would be of little 
or no Advantage. 


There are then many. Princes, who 


would be excellent, were their Minds well: 


cultivated: And of thefe, and not of 


thofe, who are, as barren Soils, am L 


now fpeaking, who are fo averfe by Na- 
ture to every Thing good, that no In- 
ftruétion will ever be fufficient to fet them 


right. And fince, as Ihave already faid,. 


fuch as our Actions are, fuch are our Ha- 
bits, and that Virtue confifts in Action; 
it is neither impoffible, nor wonderful, 
that a Courtier fhould accomplifh his 


Prince with many Virtues; as Juftice,. 


Liberality, Magnanimity ; which Quali- 
ties on Account of his high Station he 
may eafily ufe, and make habitual ; which 


the Courtier himfelf cannot for want of’ 


Ability. And’thus the Prince being per- 
fuaded to Virtue by the Courtier, may 


{till be more virtuous than the Courtier. 


himfelf; as a Whetftone without any 
Sharpnefs itfelf, gives an Edge to Iron; 
Therefore, as I conceive, though a Cour- 
tier may inftruct his Prince, yet he is not 
on this Account to be reputed more ho- 
nourable than the Prince himfelf. 


That this End of a Courtier is very 
difficult, and fometimes impoffible, and 
that when attained, he ought not to be 
{tyleda Courtier, but deferves fome high- 
er Title; this is, Imuft own, a Difficul- 
ty; but it.is. not lefs difficult. to meet 
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with fo excellent a Courtier, than to at- 
tain his End. YetIam of Opinion, that 
the Impoffibility does not confift in the 
Cafe gou have affign’d: for fhould the 
Courtier be fo young as not to have a 
competent Underftanding in the Art he 
ought to be Matter of, it is to no Pur- 
pofe to talk of him, he being not fuch a 
Courtier as I fuppofe; nor is it poffible 
that one who is very young, fhould have 
a Knowledge of fo many Things. And 
if it happens that the Prince is fo know- 
ing and good in himfelf, that he hath no 
Need of the Advice and Direétion of an- 
other, (but how rare this is every one 
knows) it will be fufficient for the Cour- 
tier to’be fuch, as if his Prince had any 
Occafion, he might be able to make him 
virtuous: And then may he fully di- 
charge the other Part of his Office, in 
not fuffering him to be deceived, and in 
acquainting him with the Truth of every 
Thing, to fkreen him from Flatterers and 
Detraétors, and all thofe who contrive to 
corrupt his Mind by difhoneft Pleafures: 
and thus will he ina great Meafure be 
able to obtain his End, though not en- 
tirely ; which cannot be charged to him 
as a Fault, fince he forbears doing it on 
fo good an Account. For fhould an emi- 
ment Phyfician refide in a Place where all 
were in perfect Health, we ought not to 
fay the Phyfician fail’d of his End in that 
he heal’d not the Sick. But as a Phyfi- 
cian fhould make the Health of Man- 
kind his Defign; fo fhould the Courtier’s 
be the Virtue of his Prince; andit will 
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fuffice both in the one and the other, if 


they have the End to which they are de- 
fion’d in their Power, and when they pro- 
duce it not into Action, the Incapacity is 
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meno & difficile trovar un cosi eccel- 
lente Cortegzano, che confeguir untal 
fine. Parmi ben che la impoffibilita 
non fia ne anco in quel cafo, che voi 
havete allegato: perche fel Corte- 
giano € tanto giévane, che non fap- 
pia quello, che sé detto, ch’eglt ha da 
fapeére, non accade parlarue, perche 
non & quel Cortegiano, che not pre- 
fupponemo; née poffibil é che chi ha 
da fapére tante cofe, fia molto gi0- 
vane. Lt fe pir occorrera, che il 
Principe fia cosi favio, 5 buono da 
sé fiefo, che non habbia bifogno di 
ricordl, né configlt d’altri, (benche 
quefio é tanto difficile, quanto ogn'un 
sa) al Cortegzano bafiera effer tale, 
che fel Principe whaveffe bifogno, 
poteffe farlo virtuofo: con bo effet- 
to poi potra fatisfare a quell altra 
parte di non lafciarlo ingannare, © 
di far che fempre fappia la verita 
d’ogut cofa;  @opporfi a gl adula- 
tori, az malédici, } a tuttt coloro, 
che machinaffero di corromper LP ant- 
mo di guello con difponeftz pracéri : 
& in. tal modo confeguira pir i fio 
jine in gran parte, ancéra che non Lo 
metta totalmente in Opera; ilche non 
fara.ragion a imputargl per difetto, 
reftando di farlo per cost? buona caufa. 
Che fe uno eccellente medico fi ritro- 
vaffe in loco, dove tutti gli huémini 
folfero fani, non per quefto ft deuria 
dir, che quel médico, fe ben non fa- 
nafe glinfermt, mancafe del fuo 
fine. ‘Pero, ft come del meédico deve 
éffere intentione la fanita de gli hud- 
ming; cosi del Cortegiano la virta 
del fuo Principe; 5 all’uno, & Lal- 
tro bafta haver quefto fine intrinfeco 
tm potéutia, quando 11 non produrlo 
eflrinfecamente in atto procede dal 
fubjetto, 
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fubietto, al quale éindrizzato quefio in the Subjeé& to which this Endis to be 


fine. 

' Ma fel Cortegiano foffe tanto vec- 
chio, che non fe gli conveniffe efferci- 
tar la miufica, le fefte, 2 giochi, Lar- 
me,  Valtre prodezze della per fo- 
na; non ft puo pero ancor dire, che 
zmpoffibile gli fia per quella via en- 
trare im gratia al fuo Principe: 
perche fe la eta leva Voperar guelle 
cofe, non leva Linténderle; © ha- 
véndole operate in gioventid, lo fa 
Laverne tanto pin perfetto giudzcio; 
pit perfettamente faperle infe- 
guar al fuo Principe: quanto pik 
notttia d’ogut cofa portan feco gli 
aunt, © la efperiéntia. Et in guefto 
modo z£ Cortegian vecchio, ancora 
che nou efférciti le conditioni attri- 
buitegl, confeguira pur il fuo fine 
d’inftituir bene it Principe: § fe 
now vorrete chiamarlo Cortegiano, 
non mt da noia: perché ta natura 
non ha pofto tal términe alle dignita 


humane, che non fi poffa afcéndere . 


d’alluna allaltra. Perd fpeffo i 
foldatt. fimplict divengon Capita- 
ni; glt huémini privatt, Re; 7 Sa- 
cerdoti, Papi; 2 difcipoli, mae- 
firz; © cosi infieme con la dignita 
acquiftano ancor zl nome. Onde forfe 
ft porta dir, che l divenir inflitutor 
del Principe fiffe tl fin del Corte- 
giano: beuche non- sd chi habbia da 
rifiutar quefto nome di perfetto Cor. 
tegzano; 2 quale (fecondo me) é de- 
&u0 di grandifima laude. 

Lit parmi che Homero, fecondo che 
forme dui hudmini eccellentifimi per 
effempio della vita humana; Puno 
nelle attiont, che fi Achille; Pal- 
tro nelle paffioni, e tolleranutie, che 
fu Viffe: cost vollege ancéra for- 
mar un perfetto Cortegiano, che fa 


guet. 


Peete ee cians a, sgusnuererenere’ 
ginieiei® 


directed, 

But fuppofe the Courtier fhould be fo 
far in Years, that it may be improper for 
him to employ. himfelf in Mufick, Enter- 
ments, Plays, and Arms, and other Feats 
of Activity 5. yet even in this Cafe it can- 
not be faid that it is impoffible for him 
by thefe Methods to procure the good 
Graces of dis Prince: For though his 
Age hinders him from performing, yet 
it hinders him not from underftan ding 
them ; and having praétifed them in his- 
Youth, he will by this Means have a more 
perfect Judgment, and be more perfeétly 
able to inftruct his Prince: Sinee Ageand 
Experience bring along with them the 
greateft Knowledge in all Things. And 
thus will the Courtier, though old, and 
not able to» practife thofe Qualifications 
required of him, ftill attain his End of 
well inftructing his Prince: and fhall be 
under no Uneafinefs if you are unwilling 
to confer on him the Name of a Cour-- 
tier: For Nature hath not fix’d fuch 
Bounds to human Henours, that we can- 
not pafs from one to the other... Thus 
common Soldiers often become Generals; 
private Men, Kings; Priefts, Popes; and 
Scholars, Mafters; and acquire new Names 
with their new Dignities. Whence per- 
haps we may fay, that to be the Inftructor 
of a Prince is the End of a Courtier:- 
and [cannot tell why he fhould refufe the 
Name of a perfect Courtier; which, in 


my Opinion, is a very honourable one. 
For as Homer feems to me to have fet 


forth two excellent Examples of human 
Life; the one of Action, in the Perfon of 
Achilles ; the other of Suffering and Pa- 
tience, in the Perfon of Ulyffes: So he 
feems to-have given-us the Pattern of a 

perfect: 
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perfect Courtier in the Perfon of Phe- 
nix; who after he hath related his A- 
mours, and many other Gallantries of 
Youth, fays he was fent to Achilles by 
his Father Peleus, as a Companion to 
teach him how to fpeak and a&t 3 which 
is the very End for which we defign our 
Courtier. 


Nor can Ithink Ariftotle and Plato 
had any Averfion to this Name; for we 
may fee plainly they acted as Courtiers, 
and adapted themfelves to this End; the 
one with Alexander the Great, the other 
with the Kings of Sicily. For the Office 
of a good Courtier confifts in underftan- 
ding the Nature and Difpofition of his 
Prince, and as Occafion and Opportuni- 
ty offers, artfully to ingratiate himfelf (as 
we have before faid) by thofe Means 
which fecure to him Admittance, and af- 
terwards induce him to Virtue. Thus Ari- 
Stotle had a perfect Knowledge of the Na- 
ture of Alexander, and fo artfully adapt- 
ed himfelf to it, that he was beloved and 
honoured by him more than his Father. 
Whence among many other Inftances by 
which Alexander teftified his Good-Will 
towards him, he order’d Stagira the Place 
of his Birth, then decayed, to be re- 
built: And Ariftotle, moreover, dire¢t- 
ing him to this glorious End, namely, 
to make the World one univerfal Coun- 
try, and all Mankind but one People, 
living in Amity and Agreement ene with 
another, under the fame Governour and 
Government, that like the Light of the 
Sun might be communicated to all; in- 
ftructed him in Natural Philofophy, and 
thoroughly acquainted him with the Vir- 
tues of the Mind; fo that he made him 
moft wife, moft valiant, moft continent, 
and 
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quel Fenice; il qual dopo Phaver 
narrato i fuor amori,  molte altre 
cofe gioventli, dice effer flato manda- 
to ad Achille da Pelleo [uo padre, 
per flargli in compagnia, © imfe- 
guarglt a dire, © fare; ib che non 
€ altro, che’l fin, che not havemo 
difegnato al noftro Cortegzano. 


Ne penfo che Arifiétile, 5 Platone 
fi foffero fdegnati del nome di per- 
fettoCortegiano; perche ft vede chia- 


ramente che fécero Lopere della 
Cortegianta, ‘ attéfero a quefto 


fine; Lun con Aleffandro Magno, 
Paltro coz Re di Sicilia. Et per- 
che officio é di buon Cortegiano conof- 
cer la natura del Principe, © Vin- 
clination fue,  cosi fecondo 2 bifognz, 
& le opportunita, con deflrezza en- 
trar loro in gratia (come bavemo 
detto) per quelle vie, che préfiano 
Ladito fecuro, & pot indurlo alla 
virth. Ariftotele cost ben conobbe la 
natura ad’ Alleffandro, e con deftrezz 

cosi ben la fecondd, che da lui fu a- 
mato, ©5 honorato pin che padre. 
Onde tra molti altri fegnt, che A- 
leffandro in tefliménio della fua bent- 
voléntia gli fece, volfe, che Stagira 
fia patria, gia disfatta foffe riedifi- 
cata: & Ariftétile oltre allo inariz- 
zar lui a quel fin gloriostfjimo, che 
fa il voléer fare chel mondo foffe 
come una fol patria univer fale, e tut- 
ti gli hudmini come un fol popula, 
che viveffe in amicttia © concérdia 
tra sé, fotto un fol governo, & una 
fola legge, che rif{plendeffe commune- 
mente a tuttt, come la luce del Sole; 
lo formo nelle fciéntie naturali, & 
nelle virtu dell’animo totalmente; 
che lo fece fapientiffimo, fortiffimo, 


cont i~ 
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continentifimo, © vero Fildfofo mo- 
morale; non folamente nelle parole, 
ma ne gli effettt. Che non fi pud 
imaginare pit nobil Filofofia, che 
indur al viver civile 2 pépuli tanto 
efferati, come quelli che habitano Ba- 
fra, ©} Caucafo, la India, la Sct- 
tia;  infeguar loro t matriménii, 
Pagricoltura, Vhonorar i padri, a- 
fienérfi dalle rapine, da gli homict- 
dit, 5 da gli altri mal coftumi; lo 
edificare tante Citta nobilifime in 
paeft lontani; di modo che infiniti 
Audmint, per quelle leggi, furono ri- 
dutti dalla vita fertna alla humana. 
Et di quefte cofe in Aleffandro fu 
auttore Ariftétile, ufando 1 modi di 
buon Cortegiano; il che non feppe far 
Califihene, ancor che Ariftétile, glie- 
lo moftraffe; che per volér effer pu- 
v0 Filofifo,  cosi aufiéro miniftro 
della nuda verita, fenza mefiolarvi 
la Cortegianta, perdée la vita; Snon 
£1000, anzt diede infamia ad Alef- 
fandro. 


Per lo medéfimo modo della Cor. 


tegtania Platone formo Dione Sira- 
cufano, © havendo poi trovato quel 
DionifioTzranno, come un libro tutto 
preno di mende, e di errori, & pin 
prefio bifognofo duna univerfal Ii- 
tura, che di mutatione, 0 correttione 
alcuna; per non effer pofstbile le- 
vargli quella tintura della tiranut- 
de, della qual tanto tempo gia era 
macchiato, non vole operarvi i mo- 
dt della Cortegianta, paréndogli, che 
dovélfero effer tutti in darno. I1- 
che aucéra deve fare il noftivo Corte- 
Strano, fe per forte fi ritrova 2 fer- 
vitio di Pritucipe di cosi mala natu- 
va, che fia inveterato nei Vtitit, co- 
me gh Ptifict nell infirmita; per- 
che iu tal cafo deve levarfi da quel- 
la 
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and a true Moral Philofopher; not only 
in Word, but in Deed. For we can- 
not conceive a more noble Philofophy, 
than to reduce to a civil Life People 
fo barbarous, as thofe who inhabited Ba- 
ctria, Caucafus, India, and Scythia; to 
teach them Matrimony, Agriculture, to 
honour their Parents, to abftain from 
Rapine, Murder, and other bad Habits; 
to build fo many noble Cities in remote 
Countries; by which Means infinite Num- 
bers were brought by thofe Laws, from a 
favage to a civil Life. And of all thefe 
Actions of Alexander Ariftotle was the 
Author, by acting the Part of a good 
Courtier; which Califthenes could never 
attain to, though inftructed by Ariftotle ; 
who chufing to be nothing but a mere 
Philofopher, and to reprefent naked 
Truth, ftripped of a courtly Drefs, loft 
his own Life; and brought no Advantage, 
but Infamy to Alexander. 


‘By the fame Court-like Behaviour, Pla- 
to modelled Dion of Syracufe ; but after- 
wards finding Dionyfius the Tyrant, like 
a Book full of Faults and Errors, which 
could be only amended by one univerfal 
Blot, and not by any Change or Correc- 
tion; in that it was not poffible to take 
away that Tincture of Tyranny, with 
which he had been fo long ftained, he 
he was unwilling to ufe the Art of a 
Courtier, where it appeared to him he 
fhould practife it in vain. And this is 
an Example our Courtier fhould follow, 
if it be his Lot to ferve a Prince of fo 
bad a Difpofition, that he is grown old 
in Vice, like Ptifical Perfons in their Di- 
feafes; for in this Cafe he ought to retire 
from his Service, that the Faults of hts 
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Prince may not be imputed to him, and 
Yeft he meet that Difgrace, which the 
Good find, when they are Servants to the 
Bad. 

Here Odétavian leaving off, Gafpar 
{poke ; our Courtier 
fhould be fo highly honoured: But fince 
Ariftotle and Plato are his Companions, 
I think no one ought to flight the Name. 


I did not expect 


But Iam in doubt with my felf, whether 
Ariftotle or Plato ever danced, or were 
Muficians, or practifed any Feats.of Chi- 
valry. 


It is not even lawful to imagine, reply’d 
Octavian, that thefe two divine Souls did 
not underftand every thing; and we may 
well believe they performed all the Off- 
ces of a Courtier:- For on all Subjects 
they write in fuch a manner, that even 
Artificers themfelves:‘own, that by their 
Writings it appears they underftood the 
Things they write of to the very bottom. 
Whence no one can fay, that thofe Qua- 
lifications attributed by thefe Gentlemen 
to the Courtier, or Inftructor of a Prince, 
or by what other Name you pleafe to 
call him, who direé&ts his Actions to the 
Hndwe have préfcribed, do not belong 
to him, though he fhould be a ftrié Phi- 
ofopher, and of the moft auftere Beha- 
viour; becaufe they are notin the leaft re- 
pugnant to Goodnefs, Difcretion, Wifdom 
in any Age, Time or Place. 


Se 
» faid Gafpar, that thefe 


~~ y ype b ral ~ 
Gentlemen Nignt difcourfing about 
the Qualifications of a Courtier, thought 


it proper he fhould bea Lover: W here- 
that which hath been al- 
Con- 
clufion, that the Courtier, who by his 
Merit and 


we may draw this 


fiuthority can perfuade his 
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la fervith, per non portar bidfime 
delle male ¢pere del fuo Signore, & 
non fentir quella noia, che fenton tut- 
tt 1 buont, che férvono a i mali. 
Quivi effendofi fermato il §. Otta- 
viano at parlare, diffe i1S.Gafparo; 
Lo non afpettavo gia, che'l noftra 
Cortegzano haveffe tanto d’honore; 
ma pot che Ariftctile, & P latoue, fon 
fuot compagni, penfo che uiun pin 
debba {degnarfi di quefto nome. Non 
fo gia pero, 3’i0 mi creda, che Ari- 
fictile,  Platone, mai danzaffero, 
0 foffero mifici in fia vita, 0 facés- 
Jero altre épere di cavallerta. 
Rifpofe zt S. Ottaviano, Non é 
quaft lécito imaginar che quefli dii 
Sptritt divini non fapéffero ogni co- 
fa; S perd credér fi pud che operaf- 
fero c10 che s’appartiene alla Corte- 
gianta: perche dove lor occorre, ne 
fertvono dt tal modo, che gli arté fis 
cz medefimi delle cofe da loro feritte, 
condfcono che le intendévano infino 
alle medulle, alle pit ¢utime ra- 
aici. Onde non é da dir che. al Cor- 
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vita fua ha da indir il Principe al- 
la virth, quafi neceffariamente bi/o- 
gna che fia vecchio; perché rarifft- 
me volte il fapér viene innanzi a 
gli auni, § maffimaménte in quelle 
cofe, che simpdrano con la efperién- 
tia; non so come effendo di eta pro- 
vetto, fe gli convenga L’éffere inua- 
morato; attefocbe (come guefia fera 
sé detto) Lamor ne vecchi non rie- 
fee; & quelle cofe, che ne giévani 
fono delicie, corteste,  attillatu- 
re tanto grate alle donne, in effi fon 
przzie, 5 méttie ridicule, 5 a chi 
Le ufa parturifcono édio dalle donne, 
5 beffe da gli altri. Pero fe quefto 
vofiro Arifiétile Cortegian vecchio 
folfe innamorato,  faceffe quelle co- 
fe che fauno ¢ giévanit innamoratz, 
come alcuni, che whavemo veduti a 
di nofiri, dibito, che fi [corderta @in- 
fegnar al fuo Principe; © forfe iz 
fanciulli git farebben drieto la bata; 
& le donne ne trarrebbon poco altro 
piacére, che di burlarto. 

Allbora it Signor Ottaviano, Poz 
che tutte Valtre conditioni, diffe, at- 
tribuite al Cortegiano fe gli confan- 
no, ancora ch’eglt fia vecchio, non 
mi par gia che debbiamo privarlo di 
guefla felicita, d’amare. 

Anzi, diffe it Signor Gafparo, Le- 
vargli quefio amare @ una perfettion 
di pit, 5 un farlo vivere felicemen- 
te fuor di miféria © calamita. 

Dife M. Pietro Bembo, Non vz 
ricorda §.Gafparo, chel S.Ottavia- 
20, ancora chegli fia male efperto in 
amore, pur Valtra fera mofiro nel 
suo gioco ai faper, che alcunt inna- 
moratt fono, li quali chiamano per 
dolct li fdegni, © Lire, & le guerre, 
e 2 tormenti, che hanno dalle lor 

donne ? 
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Prince to Virtue, muft neceflarily be ad- 
vanced in Years; for Wifdom is general- 
ly attended with Years, efpecially in thofe 
Things which are gained by Experience ; 
andI cannot underftand how it can be de- 
cent for one advanced in Years to com= 
mence a Lover; confidering, as it hath 
been faid, that Love in old Men is not 
fuitable; and thofe Things which in 
young Men are pleafing, gallant, and 
Elegancies fo grateful to the Ladies, in 
the old are Follies, and ridiculous Imper- 
tinence, and procure them only Difdain 
among the Ladies, and Contempt with 
all Men. If therefore your Courtier A- 
riftotle was an old Lover, and fhould a& 
like young Inamourati, as fome which 
we have feen in our Times, I conceive he 
would forget to inftruct his Prince; and 
perhaps be derided by Children behind his 
Back ; and the Ladies would be pleafed 
with him no farther than asa Subject for 
their Laughter. 


Since all the other Qualifications af- 
figned the Courtier, faid Octavian, are 
fuitable to him, although he is old, I 
think we ought not to deprive him of 
the Happinefs of Love. 


Nay, anfwered Gafpar, to free him 
from Love, .is but adding to his Perfec- 
tion, and to render his Life happy, with- 
out Mifery and Trouble. 

Do you not recollect, Gafpar, fays Pe- 
ter Bembo, that Octavian, though he is 
but a Novice in Love, when he was jo- 
king on this Subject the other Night, 
proved, that there are fome Lovers, who 
account the Difdain, Anger, Rebukes and 
Torments they meet with from the La- 
dies, fweet; and demanded the Caufe of 
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that Sweetnefs? If then our Courtier, 
tho? advanced in Years, fhould be fired 
with fuch a Love, as would be {weet, 
without any Mixture of Bitternefs, he 
would not be fenfible of any Trouble or 
Mifery: And being wife, as we fuppofe 
him to be, he would not impofe on him- 
felf, by thinking thofe Things fuitable 
to him, which are only peculiar to the 
young; but would guide his Love with 
fo much Difcretion, as would be fo far 
from procuring him any Contempt, that 
it would tend very much to his Com- 
mendation, and Happinefs, without any 
Alloy of Uneafinefs, which rarely, if e- 
ver, happens to young Men: and thus 
may he be at leifure to inftruct his Prince; 
nor will there be any reafon for his be- 
Me the Scorn of Children. 

I am very well pleafed, faid the Du- 
chefs, Peter, you have had. fo little La- 
bour in the Difcourfe of this Night, and 
therefore I can with the more Freedom at 
prefent enjoin you to fpeak, and inftruct 
the Courtier in this fo happy a Love, 
which hath nothing blameable or uneafy in 
it; for this may perhaps be one of the 
moft important and ufeful Qualities that 
have as yet been affigned him: There- 
fore I beg of you to declare your Senti- 
ments.on this Subject: 


I fhould be unwilling, Madam, faid 
Peter Bembo, that my affirming old Men 
may be in Love, fhould prove the Occa- 
fion of my being thought old by thefe 
Ladies; and therefore be pleafed to en- 
join fome one elfe this Tafk. 

You ought not,. anfwered the Duchefs, 
to take it ill to be thought old in Wif 
dom, though young in Years; therefore 
without excufing your felf any farther, 
pray begin, 


Truly, 
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donne? onde domandd che infegnate 
gli folffe la caufa di quefia dolcezza? 
Perd fel nofiro Cortegzano, ancora 
che vecchio, s'accendeffe di quegl a- 
mort, che fon dolet fenza amariti- 
dine, non ne fentirebbe calamita, od 
miféria alcuna: %5 effendo favio, co- 
me not profippontamo, non s’iugan- 
maria, penfando che a lui fi conve- 
niffe tutto quello, che fi convien at 
gidvani; ma amando, amerta forfe 
aun modo, che non folamente non glt 


portaria biafimo alcuno, ma molta 


laude §5 fomma felicita, nou accom- 
pagnata da faftidio alcuno; il che ra- 
re volte,  gquaft mat interviene 
a2 gidvani: © cost non lafferia 
a infegnare al fuo-Principe; née fa- 
vebbe cofa che meritaffe la. baia da 
fauciulli. 

Althova la §.Duchefa, Piacemi 
diffe, Meffer Pietro, che voi guefta 
fera habbiate havuto poca fatica ne z 
nofirt ragionamenti, perche hora con 
pit ficurta vimporremo tl cadrico-di 
parlare, 5 infegnar al Cortegiano 
guefto cosi felice amore, che non he 
feconée biafimo, né difpiacere alcuno; 
che forfe fara una delle pit impor- 
tanti &5 utili conditioni, che per an- 
cora gli stano attribuite: pero dite 
per vofira fé tutto. quello, che.ne fa 
pete. 

Rife Meffer Pietro, © diffe, Io 
non vorrei Signora, che’l mio dir, 
che aivecchi fia lécito lo amare, fof- 
fe cagion di. farmi tener per vecchio 
da quefte donne, pero date pur que- 

aimprefa ad uv altro. 

Rifpofe la S. Duchefia, Non do- 
vete fuggir defer riputato vecchio 
di fapere, fe ben fofte gidvane d’an- 
ni; pero dite, Snon vefcufate pin. 
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Diffe M. Pietro, Veramente Si- 
gnora havendo io da parlar di quefta 
matéria, bifognartamt andar a do- 
mandar configlio allo Eremita del mio 
Lavinello. 

AllboralaS. Emilia quaft turbata, 
MM. Pietro diffe, non é alcuno nella 
compagnia, che fia pit difobediente 
di vor; perd fara ben che la Signo- 
ra Ducheffa vi dia qualche cafligo. 

Diffe Meffer Pietro pur ridendo, 
Nou vi adirate meco, Signora, per 
amor di ‘Dio, che 10 diro cid, che voi 
vorrete. Hor dite adungue, rifpofe 
la Signora Emilia. 

Allhbora Meffer Pietro havendo 
prima algquanto tacciuto, pot raffetta- 
toft un poco, come per parlare di co- 
Ja importante, cosi diffe. Signori, 
per dimofirar che i veccht péffono 
non folamente amar fenza biafimo,ma 
talbor pra felscemente, che 2 gidva- 
nL; farammi necefario far uu poco 
di difcorfo, per dichtarir che cofa é 
amore, ‘5 in che confifte la felicita, 
che poffono haver gl’innamorati. Pe- 
x0 prégovi ad afcoltarm: con atten- 
tione; perchée {pero farvt.veder, che 
gui non e huomo, a cut ft difconven- 
ga Veffer tunamorato, ancor che egl 
havefje guindici, 0 venti anni pit, 
chel Signor Morello. 

Et quivi efféndofi algquanto rife, 
foggiunfe Meffer Pretro;. dico adun- 
que che (fecondo che da gli anticht 
faviz é diffinito) amor nou é altro, 
che un certo defidério di fruir la bel- 
lezza; © perché il defidério non ap- 
petifce, fe non le cofe conofciiute, bt- 
fogna fempre che la cognition preceda 
th defidério, tl quale per [ua natura 
vuole il bene, ma da fe é cieco, 
non lo conofce. Pero ha-cos2 ordina- 
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Truly Madam, faid Peter, fhould I 
offer any thing on this Occafion, Loughe 
firft to advife with my Hermit at Lavi- 
nello, 


At this Emilia being a little difturbed, 
faid; Peter} there is no one in the Com- 
pany who is more difobedient than your 
felf; and the Duchefs would do well in 
inflicting fome Punifhment on you. 

For Goodnefs fake, Madam, faid Pe- 
ter {miling, be not angry with me, for I 
will. fpeak whatever you pleafe. Speak 
then, anfwered Emilia. 


Then Bembo being firft filent for fome 
Time, and compofing himfelf a little, as 
if he was to fpeak in a Matter of Impor- 
tance, thus began. In order to demon. 
{trate that old Men may not only, love 
without Blame, but even fometimes more 
happily than the Young, it will be necef- 
fary for me to difcourfe a little of the Na- 
ture of Love, and of that in which con- 
fifts the Happinefs of Lovers. Ientreat 
you therefore to hear me with Attention 3 
fince I hope to convince you, that it 
would not be indecent for any of this 
Company to bea Lover, tho’ he fhould 
be fifteen or twenty Years older than Mo- 
rello. 

This raifing a little Laughter, Bembo 
proceeded; I fay therefore, that Love, as 
it is defined by the Sages of Antiquity, 
is nothing but a certain Defire of enjoy- 
ing Beauty ; and becaufe there can be no 
Defire without’ Knowledge, Knowledge 
ought always to precede Defire, which 
ever of its own Nature wills what is 
Good, though in it felf blind, and with- 
out the Knowledge of it. Nature therefore 
hath fo: ordained, that to each Virtue of 

the 
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the Underftanding there is annexed a cer- 
tain Power of the Appetite: and for this 
Reafon there are in the Soul three Me- 
thods of Knowledge, that is to fay, by 
Senfe, Reafon, and Underftanding. From 
Senfe arifes Appetite, which we have in 
common with the Brutes: From Reafon, 
Choice, which is peculiar to Man: From 
the Underftanding, which Men have in 
common with Angels, arifes Will. As 
the Senfe knows nothing but Things be- 
longing to Senfe, fo thofe Things are on- 
ly defired by the Appetite: and thus 
when the Intellect confines its View to 
the Contemplation of Things intelligi- 
ble; the Will then feeds only upon fpi- 
ritual Good. But Man being by his ra- 
tional Nature placed, as it were, in the 


Midft between-thefe two Extremes, may, 
according to his own Choice, either by 


inclining to Senfe, or exalting his De- 
fires to Underftanding, approach fome- 
times to the one, fometimes to the other. 
In the fame manner may we be carried.in 
our Defires towards Beauty; which as it 
is a general Name, may be applied to 
every Thing, whether of Nature or Art, 
which is formed with fuch a regular Pro- 
portion and juft Difpofition as the Nature 
of it requires. 

But that Beauty which we here intend 
to {peak of; and is only confpicuous in 
human Bodies, though more efpecially 
in the Face, and moves in us that ardent 
Defire which we term Love, this we will 
call nothing lefs than an Influx of the 
Divine Goednefs: Which,though like the 
Light. of the Sun, it, diffufes itfe f over the 
CG Creation; yet when tt finds a Face 
of exact Symmetry, and compofed of an 
igreeable Variety of Colours, fet off by 
lifferent Degrees of Light and Shade, 


and 
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to la natura, che ad ogni virth co- 
nofcente fia congiunta una virth ap- 
petitiva: © perché nell’anima noftra 
fou tré modi di condfcere; cioe, per 
lo fenfo, per la ragione, © per Vin- 
telletto. Dal fenfo nafce lappettto, 
aL fai ee a not & commune con gli ant- 
mali brutt: dalla ragione nafce la 
seasieat che é propria dell’huomo: 
dallintelletto, per lo quale huomo 
puo communicar con gli angeli, nafce 
la volonta. Cost adungue come il 
fenfo non conofce, fe non ie Sensi. 
bili, Vappettto le medéfime folamente 
desidera: ° cosi come Vintelletto non 
é volto ad altro, che alla contempl. 
tione di cofe intelligtbili; quella vo- 
lonta folamente fe ° nutri fie dit beni 
Spivituali. L’huomo dit natura ra- 
tionale, pofto come mezZo fra quefti 
dui eftremi, pud per fia elettione 
inclinandosi al fenfo, o véro elevan- 
dof allo intelletto, accoftarfi az deft- 
dérit bor delluna, hor delfaltra 
parte. ‘Diz guefie modi adunque ft 
puo defiderar la bellezza; il nome 
univer fal della quale fi conviene a 
tutte le cofe, 0 natural, 0 artificia- 
li, che fou compofte com buona pro- 
portione, débito temperamento, 
quanto cor mp ort a la lor natura. 

Ma parlando della bellezza, che not 
intendemo, che éguella folamente, che 
appar ne corpi, © maffimaménte ne ¢ 
volti bumani, & move quefio ardente 
defidério, che not chiamiamo AMON e, 
diremo, che é inf fueffo della bonta di- 
vina: il Bay venche fi [panda fo- 
pra tutte i py PY create come il lume 
del Sole; pur quando trova un volto 
ben mifitr ato,  compofto con una 


certa gioconda concérdia di colori 
diftintz, “S aiutatr da i lumi, & 


dall’ombre, 5 da una ordinata diftan- 
tia, 
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tia, © términi di linee, vi s infonde, 
& ft dimoftra bellifimo;  guel 
Subietto, ove riluce, adorna, & illi- 
mina d’una gratia, © fplendor mi- 
vabile, a guifa di raggio di Sole, che 
percuota in un bel vafo doro ratios 
 variato di pr ettofe gemme : Onde 
pracevolménte tira a sé gli occhi bu- 
maut, © per quells penctrando s im- 
pr ime nell anima, §9 con una nuova 
fuavita tutta la commove  diletta; 
© accendéndola, da lei defiderar fi 
fa. 

Evfendo adunque P’duima prefa dal 
defidério di fruir quefia bellezza, 
come cofa buona, fe guidar ft lafcia 
dal giudicto det fenfo, incorre in gra- 
viffimi errorz; 'S gitdica, che’l cor- 
po, nel qual fi vede la bellezza, fia 
la caufa principal di quella: onde 
per fruirla eflima effere necefario 
Lunirft intimamente pit che pud con 
guel corpo; il che é falfo. Et pero 
chi penfa, poffedendo al corpo fruir 
la bellezza, s ‘inganna ; & vien moffo 
non da vera cognitione per elettion 
di ragione, ma. da fale opinion per 
Lappet tto del fenfo: onde w piacer, 
che ne fegue, effo pom neceffaria- 
mente € Sails © mendofo. Et pero 
an un de dur mali incérrono tuttz 
gueglt areatites che adémpiono le lor 
non honefie voglie con quelle donne 
che amano: hs o véro fubito ene fon 
giunti al fin defider at fs non Solamente 
fenton fatieta®  faftidio, ma pighar 

ddt0 alla cofa amata, gu ae che Lap- 
petito fi ripenta dell’ error fuo, & ri- 
conofca L’2uganno fartogli dal falfo 
ginatcio a del fenfo, per m guale ha cre- 
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duto, chet mal fia bene: ovéro 
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and placed in a juft Attitude and Propor- 
tion, it there diffufes itfelf, and at 
moft beautiful, and adorns and enlight- 
ens the Subject on which it fhines with as 
much Grace and admirable Brightnefs as 
is feen in the Rays of the Sun when they 
{trike on fine Veffels of burnithed Gold, 
and ftudded with coftly Jewels: Hence 
it pleafingly attracts the E yes, and mak- 
ing its Entrance by them imprints itfelf 
on the Soul, with an unufual Sweetnefs 
affects and deleohts it, and fires it with a 
Defire of Enjoy ment. 


When the Soul is captivated with a 
Defire of enjoying this Beauty, as in it 
felf good, if fhe fuffers herfelf to be lead 
by the Direction of Senfe, fhe falls into 
moft tormenting Errors; and judges that 
the Body in which fhe beholds Beaucy 1S 
the principal Caufe of it :. And therefore 
to enjoy it, fhe thinks it neceflary to u- 
nite herfelf as intimately as poffible to 
the Enjoyment of that Body; which is 
very falfe Judgment. For he deceives him- 
felf, who by the Poffeffion. of the Body 
thinks to enjoy Beauty, and is moved 
herein, not by true Knowledge arifing 
from. the Choice of Reafon, but by 
falfe Opinion derived from the Appetite 
of Senfe: From whence the Pleafure 
which follows, is in itfelf neceffarily falfe 
and deceitful. And therefore into one 
of thefe two Evils do all thofe Lovers 
run, who gratify their difhoneft Defires 
with thofe Ladies they love: For as foon 
as they have accomplifhed their defir’d 
End, they not only find a certain Satiety 
and Dittatte, but Hatred ag ainft what they 
as if. the Appetite repented of its 
and acknowledged ‘the Cheat im- 
on it by the falfe Judgment of 
Evil, Good’ 


Or 
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loved, 
Error, 
pofed 
Senfe, by which it thought 
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Or elfe the fame Defire and Hankering 
remains, as it fares with thofe, who have 
not fully attain’d the End they aimed at. 
And though through a blind Opinion 

which each intoxicated them, they feem 
to themfelves to have been fenfible of 
Pleafure, yet they are only like fick Men 
who pe they drink out-of fome clear 
Fountain, but are neverthelefs diffatisfy’d 
and reftlefs. And becaufe the Poffeffion 
of a defired Good is always attended 
with Quiet and Satisfaction in the Mind 
of the Poffeffor ; if this was the true and 
adequate End of their Defires, they 
would find Eafe and Satisfaction in the 
Poffeffion of them, which they do not: 
But being deceived by Appearance, im- 
mediately return to their unbridled 
Luft; and with the fame Uneafinefs they 
found at firft, they difcern they have the 
fame furious and burning Thirft after 
that, which they in vain hoped perfe<t- 
ly to poffefs. 


Thefe then are unhappy Lovers, for 
they either never accomplifh their Defires 
which is a very great Unhappinefs; or if 
they do, they find it is to their own Pre- 
judice, and finifh one Mifery by the Ad- 
dition of a greater: For both in the Be- 
ginning and Progrefs of this fort of Love, 
they are ever enduring Vexation, Tor- 
tures, Grief, corroding Cares, Labours ; 
fo that to be pale, to be inceffantly weep- 
ing and groaning, to ftand dejected and fi- 
lent, or to bewail themfelves, and wilh 
for Death; in fhort, to be the moft un- 
happy of all Men, are the Properties 
which are Sitetiae faid to belong to 
thofe in Love 

The principal Caufe of this Trouble in 


the Minds of Men is Senfe, which is mott 
powerful in Youth; becaufe in that Stige 


of 
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ginnts veramente al fine, che cer- 

cavano. Et benche per la cieca opi- 
nione, nella quale inebriati fi fono, 
pata loro che im quel punto féntano 
piacére, come talbor gVinfermi, che 
fégnano di ber a qualche chtaro fon- 
te, nientediméno non fi conténtano, 
ne sacquétano. Et perchée dal pof- 
Jedtre il ben defiderato nafie fempre 
guiete, © fatisfattione nell animo 
del poffeffore; fe quello foffe il vero 
€ buon fine del lor defi dério, poffe- 
déndolo reftartauo quieti, & fatis- 
fatti; che non fanno: anzt ingan- 
nati da quella fimilitudine fiubito ri- 
térnano allo sfrenato defidério; 6 
con la medéfima moleftia, che prima 
fentivano, fi ritrovano nella furiofa 
& ardentifiima fete di quello, che in. 
vano fpérano dz poffeder perfetta- 


mente. 


Quefli tali innamorati adunque 
amano infeliciffimaménte, perche o 
vero non conféguono mat li defidérit 
loro, il che é grande infelicita; over 
Se gli conféguono, fi trévano haver 
confeguito il fuo male, e Sintfiono le 
miférie con altre maggior mtferie: 
perché ancéra nel principio, & nel 
mezzo di queflo amore altro non ft 
JSente giamait che affauni, tormentz, 
dilori, fienti, fatiche; di modo che 
Leffer pallido, afflitto incontinue la- 
crime, Sofpirt, lo far mefto, ib 
tacer fempre, 0 lamentarfi, iL defide- 
var di morires; in fomma Lefer in- 
feliciffimo, fin le conditiont, che fe 
dicono convenir a gl’ innamorati. 

La caufa adunque di quefta cala- 
mita ne gli Vital humani é pr inct- 
palmente il fenfo, il quate nella eta 
giovenile 
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giovenile & potentiffimo, perched il 
vigor della carne, & del faugue in 

guella flagwne, gli datanto di forza, 
quants ue Deng alla ragione. Et e 
pero facilmente induce Vanima a fe- 
guitar LVappetito; perché ritrovdn- 
dofi effa fummer{a nella prigion terre- 
wa, per effer applicata al minifiério 
dz governar il corpo, priva della 
contemplation {pirituale, non puod da 
sé. intender chiaramente la verita: 
onde per haver coguitione delle cofe, 
bifigna che vada mendicandone il 
principio da iz fenfi; 6 perd loro 
crede, § loros’inclina, & da loro gui- 
dar fi lafcia; maffimaménte, guando 
hanno tanto vigore, che guafi la 
sforzano. Lit perché effi fon fallaci, 
La émpiono d’errort, © falfe opinioni : 
onde quafi fempre occorre, che i gid- 
Vant ‘fono avolit in quefto amor fen- 
fitale, in tutto rubello dalla ragione; 
 perd fe fanno imdegni di fru ir be 
gratie, e 2 beni che dona amir a i 
Jfuot vert fuggetz; ue in amor fentono 
placéri, fuor che imedéfimi, che fen- 
ono gle anwmali srrationalt ; ma glt- 
affannt molto pit gravi 
Stando adungue guefto prefuppofito, 
21 quale € Ve; affimo, dico che l con- 
trario interviene a quelli, che fono 
nella eta pit matura; che Se quefiz 
tali, quando gia L’anima non é tanto 
oppreffa da L peso corpores, S quando 
sl fervor naturale comincia ad inte- 
pidirft, s'accéndono della bellezza, 
© verfo quella vilgono il defidério 
guidato da rational elettione, non 
réfiano ingannati,  pofféggoni per- 
fettamente la belezza; © pero dal 
poffedérla nafce lor fempre bene; 
perché la bellezza é buona, 5 con- 
‘feguentemént e tL vero amor di quella 
é boni fimo, & fanti fimo; & fempre 
produce effett: buont nell’anime di 
guelle 







































WY SEV? 
of Life, the Fervour of the pe od 
Plies it with as much Strength as it 
away from Reafon. Eee re ro 
eafily lead by Appetite; for finding he 

felf buried in an earthly Prifon, and | being 
appointed the ocente of the vipat 
yet deprived of fpiritual Know ee » fhe 
is net able by her own Power ees id to 
underftand the Truth: Therefore in or- 
der to procure Knowledge, fhe cannot 
avoid making her firft Experiments by 
the Senfes; and for this Reafon the be- 
lieves, hearkens to, and fuffers herfelf to 
be led by them; even at a Time when 
they have fo much Influence, as almoft 
to force her. Thefe are fallacious, and 
fill her with Errors, sit falfe Opinion: 
Whence it happens, that the Hee are 
often involved in this fenfual Love, and 
wholly rebell againft Reafon; and onthis 
Account render themfelves unworthy of 
thofe Favours and Bleflings which Love 
beftows on its true Subje Lt ; and are fen- 


fible of no other Pleafures but thofe of 


Brutes ; though their Torments are far 
ereater. 


Taking then this for granted, which 
is really very true, I affirm that it is di- 
rectly otherwife withthem, who aremore 
advanced in Years; for thefe, the Soul 
being no longer opprefled by the Burden 
of the Body, and when the natural Fervour 
begins to abate, are warmed by Beauty, 
and bend their Defires towards it accord- 
ing to the Direction of Reafon; and be- 
ing liable to no Deceit, they poffefs it in 
PerfeGtion, and are ever happy in the 
Poffeffion of it; for Beauty is in itfelf 
good, and confequently the true Love 
of it is a real Good, and from the Love 
of what is good, nothing but what 1s 
chafte and pure can-enfue; and it always 

ie produces 
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produces gooc Effeéts in the Minas o1 
fF ] ; ia] SR aaf{ns 
thofe who with the Bridle of Kealon re- 
{train the Luft of Senie; whicdo can mucin 
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more eafily Dé practic Gh Ink LX Z5 than 
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iT Id Men may love without Blame, 
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and more happily than young ; taking the 


fert, o] 
old not. for decrepit, nor for 
ime when the Organs of the Body 
‘o feeble, that the Soul cannot by 
but for the Time 
ned its 

3ut this I will 
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them exert its Power; 
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when our Undertftanding hath attal 
} 
AS 


full Growth and Vigour. 


own as my Judgment, that although fen- 
fual Love is an Evil in every Age; yet 
itis moft excufablein Youth ; and perhaps 


‘ - ’ es ee ee 3 . 
Meafure lawful: For tho’it brings 


in. fome 
on them Pain, Labour, and all thofe Ills 


already mentioned ; yet there are many 
who, to ingratiate themfelves with the La- 
dies they admire, do glorious Things, 
which though they are not good as to 
their End, yet are fo in their Nature. 
And thus do they extract fome few Sweets 
out of much Bitter; and from the Ad- 
verfities they endure, are at laft convin- 
ced of their Errors. 


For as I look upon thofe, who in Youth 
govern their Appetites and love with 


Reafon, to be divine; fo I cannot but 
thofe who fuffer themfelves to be 


excufe 
overcome by fenfual Love; to which they 
) a ‘ J >y) 
are very prone, through human Frailty ; 
if they manifeft therein, Politenefs, Cour- 
trefy and Courage, and thofe other noble 
thefe Gentlemen 


ities -which have 


UAT 
; and when they are not far 


men ; 
advanced in Years, wholly reject, and a- 
bandon this fenfual Love, as the loweft 
Step in the Scale, by which they are to 
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afcend to true Love. 
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guelli, che col fren della ragione cor- 
réggouo la nequitia del fenfo; tl che 
molto pin facilmente 2 veccht far pof- 
fono, chez giévant 

Non é adungue fuor at rag 
dive ancor che i veccht amar poffano 


1 ragione ik 


fenza bidfimo, 5 pia felicemente che 
i gidvani; pigliando pero quefio nome 


di vecchio, non per decrépito, née 
guando gia gli Organi del corpo fon 
tanto débili, che Lanima per quell 
non pud operar le fue virth; ma 
quando il fapéer in not fia nel fuo ve- 
ro vigore. Non tacerd aucéra quefio, 
che é, che io efttmo, che benche la- 
mor fenfuale in ogni eta fia malo; 
ar negidvani mérita efcufatione ; 
 forfe in qualche modo fia léctto: 
che fe ben da loro affanni, pertcolz, 
fatiche,  guelle infelicita, che sé 
detto; fono perd molti, che per gua- 
dagnar la gratia delle donne amate, 
fan cofe virtuofe, le quali benche non 
stano indrizzate a buon fine, pir in 
sé fon buone. Et cost dt quel molto 
amaro cavano un poco dt dolce; 
per le adverfita, che fupportano,. it 

ultimo riconofcon Verror fue. 
Come adunque eftimo, che quet gid- 
vani, che sforzan gli appetiti, § 
amano con la ragione, fran divini; 
cosieftufo quelli, che vincer fi lafcia- 
no dall’amor fenfuale; al gual tanto 
per ta imbecillita humana fono tne li- 
nati; pur che m effo mofirino geutt- 
lezza, cortesta,  valére, © le al- 
tre nobil conditiont, che hanno dette 
guefli Signort. Et quando non fon 
pin nella eta giovenile, im tutto 
Pabbandénino ;ablontanandofi da quefto 
fenfual defidério, come dal piu baffo 
grado della fcala, per la qual fi puo 

afcéndere al vera amore. 
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Ma fe ancor, poi che fon vecchi, 
nel freddo cuore conférvano tl fuoco 

gli appetitz, © fottopongon La 
vagion gagliarda al fenfo débile, non 
f puo dir guanto stano da biafima- 
ve; che come infenfate méritano 
con perpétua tufamia effer connume- 
vyati trad glt animal: irrationals ; 
perché i penfiert, @ i modi dell’a- 
mor fenfuale, fon troppo difconvent- 
enti alla eta matura. 

Quivi fece il Bembo un poco di 
padufa, quafi come per ripofarfi; § 
fiando ogwun cheto, diffe il Signor 
Morello da Ortona. Et fe ft tro- 
vaffe un vecchio pin difpofio § ga- 
gliardo, © di mizhir afpetto, che 
moltt gidvani, perché non vorrefte 
voi, che a quefto foffe lécito amar di 

nello amore, che amano 2 gidvanié 

Rife la 8S. Duchefia, © diffe, Se 
Pamor de i gidvant é cosi infelice , 
perche volete voi, 8. Morello, che z 
vecchi effi ancor amino con quella in 


de 


eu 


S 


felicita? ma fe vot fofte vecchio, co-. 


me dicon coftori, non procurarefle CO- 

sil mal de z vecchi 
Rifpofe il 8. Morello, Ll mal de z 
wecchi parmi che procuri M. Pretro 
Bembo, it qual vuole che amino dun 
certo modo, cl’i0 per meé non Vintendo. 
Lit parmi, chel poffedere quefia bet 
} 


Jezza, che effo tanto lauda, fenz 
> 
@l corpo, fiaun fogno. 


Credete voi Signor Morello, 
allhor il Conte Ludovico, che la bel- 
lezza fia fempre cosi buona, come 
dice M.Pietro Bembo? 

fo non gia, rifpofe il 8. Morello 
anzi ricdrdomt baver vedute molte 
belle Donne, maliffime, crudeli, 5 
difpettofe: par che gquaft fempre 
casi intervenga; perché ta bellezza 
Le 
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IV. | 
But if, though old, they cherifh in 
their frozen Hearts the Fire of their Lutts, 
and fubje& powerful Reafon to -weak 
Senfe, they are inexpreffibly to blame; 
for being thus carried off their Reafon, 
they deferve with perpetual Infamy to be 
ranked among irrational Animals; in that 
both the Thoughts, and Adctions of fen- 
fual Love, are highly unbecoming -one 
advanced in Years. 
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Here Bembo made a little Paufe, as it 
were, toreft himfelf; and every one elfe 
being filent, Morello da Ortona thus faid. 
If you could meet with an old Man, of 
more Strength and Vigour, and of a bet- 
ter Complexion than many young, would 
you not allow him the fame Liberty in 
Love, which you grant the young? 


y 
yy 


If Love, fays the Duchefs with a Smile, 
is attended with fuch Unhappinefs in 
young Men, why would you, Morello, 
have the old equally unhappy in Love? 
Surely, if you your felf were old, as the 
Company fay you are, you would not 
thus procure Evils for the old. 

Peter Bembo, in my Opinion, reply’d 
Morello, brings Misfortunes upon the 
old, who would have them love after a 
manner, which I cannot under- 
- the Pofleffion of that Beauty 
much commends) with- 
eems to me but an idle 


certain 
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Do you imagine, Morello, faid Count 
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Lewis, Beauty always fo great a Good as 


Por, b belts eenretented:t 
Bembo hath repreiented It 
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No indeed. anfwer’d Morello; for | 
nany pret 
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have been very ill tempered, cruel, and dil- 
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have often feen ! ty Ladies, who 
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eauty makes them proud, 
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thus; for their B 
and Pride cruel. 

To you perhaps, reply’d Count Lewis 
fmiling, they may appear cruel, becaufe 
they do not comply with your Defires: 
3ut let Peter Bembo inftruct you after 
what manner the old ought to regulate 
their Defire of Beauty; and what Fa- 
vours they fhould-afk of the Ladies ; and 
what they fhould be content with. And 
if you exceed not thefe Bounds, you will 
find them neither proud nor cruel; but 
ready to comply with your Demands. 

Morello feemed a little provoked at 
this, and faid; I defire not to be inftruct- 
ed in any thing which does not belong 
to me: But do you learn from him in 
what manner young Men fhould defire 
that Beauty, who. are lefs robuft and vi- 
gorous than the old. 

Here Frederick, in order to appeafe 
Morello, and to divert the Difcourfe, 
would not permit Count Lewis to reply; 
but interrupting him, faid: Perhaps Mo- 
rello may not altogether be miftaken, in 
faying, that Beauty is not always good; 
fince it hath often been the Caufe of in- 
finite Evils to the World; as of Enmi- 
ties, and Wars, of which we have an am- 
ple Teftimony in,the Ruin of Troy: and 
beautiful Ladies are generally proud, 
ruel or (as hath been faid) immodeft ; 
but perhaps this would be efteemed no 
Defect by Morello. There are alfo ma- 
ny wicked Men of a beautiful Afpect; 
whom Naturé feems to have formed thus, 


that they may be the more apt to de- 
ceive; and that graceful Appearance, is 


only as a Bait that covers a Hook. un- 





fiderar la bellezza t veccht; 
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le fa fuperbe, © la fupérbia crue 
deli. 

Diffe il Conte Ludovico ridenda, 
A voi forfe pation crudeli, perche 
non vi compiacciono di quello che vor- 
refle: ma fatevi infegnar da Meffer 
Pietro Bembo di che modo debban de- 
che 
cofa ricercar dalle Donne; © di che 
contentarfi; © non ufcendo voi ai 
gue términi, vedrete che non faran- 
no ne fuperbe née crudeli; vi com. 
piaceranno di cio. che vorrete. 


Parve allbor che’l Signor Morel- 
lo ft turbaffe un poco, diffe; Io 
non voglio faper queilo, che non mi 
tocca: ma fatevi infegnar vot come 
débbano defiderar guefta bellezza t 
gidvani peggio difpofti, men ga- 


gZliardi che t veccht: 


Quivi M.Federico, per acquetar il 
S. Morello, 5 divertir il ragiona- 
mento, nou lafcio rifpondere zl Conte 
Ludovico; ma interrompéndolo dif- 
fe; Forfe chel Signor Morello non 
ha in tutto torto a dir, che la bel- 
lezza non & fempre buona; perche 
Speffa le bellezze di Donne fon caufa 
che al mondo intervengan infiniti.ma- 
li, inimicitie, guerre, morti, © di- 
ftruttioni, di che puod far buon tefiz- 
ménio la ruina di Troia: © Te. belle 
Donne per lo pid fono over fuperbe, 
& crudeli, ovéro (come sé detto) 
impudiche; ma guefto al S. Morello 
non parrebbe difetto. Sono ancéra 


molti budmini fceleratt, che. hanno 
gratia di bello afpetto, par che la 
natura gli habbia. fattz tali, accio 
che stano pin atti ad ingannare; © 
che quella vifta gratiofa, fia come Te- 
fea, nafcofa fotto Phamo. 
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Allborva M. Pietro Bembo, Non 
erediate, diffe, che la bellezZa non 
fia fempre buona. 

Quivi il Conte Ludovico per ri- 
tornar effo ancéra al primo propéfito, 
interrupe, & diffe. Porche tS, Mo- 
rella. non fi cura di faper quello, che 
tanto gl? importa, im egnatelo a me ; 
& moftratemi come acquiftino 2. vec- 
chi quefta felicita d'amore; che non 
mi curero 10 di farmi tener vecchio, 
pur che mi giovt. 


Rife M. Pietro, 6 diffe, Lo vo- 
glio prima levar dell’ dnimo dt quefit 
Signort Verror loro; pot a vot anco- 
ra fatisfard; Cosi ricominciando dif- 
fe. Signori, 10 non vorret, che col 
dir mat della bellezza,che é cofa fa- 
era, foffe alcun di not, che come pro- 
fano,  facrilego, incorreffe nelV'ira 
di Dio: pero accid chel 8. Morello, 
é@ M. Federico stano admontti, e non 
pérdano, come Stefficoro, la vifta; 
che é pena convenientifima acht dif- 
prezza la bellezza; dico, che da 
Dio nafce la bellezza, 9 é come 
ctrculo, di cui. la bonta é wl centro: 
& perd come non pud effer circulo 
fenza centro, non puo effer bellezza 
fenza bonta: onde rare volte mala 
anima habita bel corpo. Et percio 
la bellezza eftrinfeca é vero fegno 
dalla bonta intrinfeca; © ne icorpe 
é impreffa quella gratia pid, 9S me- 
10, guafi per un carattere dell’ ant- 
ma, per lo quale effa eftrinfecaménte 
€ conofczuta; come ne gli Albert, ne 
guali la bellezza de 2 frort fa tefit- 
monio della bonta de frutti. Et que- 
fio medéfimo. interviene ne z corpi, 
come fi vede che i Fifiénomi al vol- 
to condfcono fpeffo 2 coftumi, © tal- 
hor t penfiert de gli hudmini: © che 
é. pitt; 
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Believe not, faid Bembo, but Beauty 
is eyer a real Good. 


Here Count Lewis having a Mind to 
returm.to what he had firft propofed, in- 
terrupted him, and faid: Since Morello 
does not care to be inftruéted in what 
fo much concerns him, pray teach it to 
me, and tell me how old Men may at- 
tain this Felicity of Love; for I fhall not 
in the leaft reeard being accounted old, 


if it may be in the leaft advantageous to: 


me. 

Firft,. anfwered-Bembo fimiling , I will 
root out of the Minds of thefe Gentle- 
men their Errors; and then endeavour 
to fatisfy you; and beginning thus, he 
faid. Gentlemen, I fhould be forry that 
any one of us fhould incur the Anger of 
God, as impious and profane, by fpeak- 
ing ill-of Beauty, which ought to: be ac- 
counted facred: AndI-would have Moz 
rello and Fredérick admonifhed, left, 
like Stefichorus, they lofe their Sights 


‘a Punthment very proper for thofe who 


defpife Beauty. I fay then, that Beauty 
proceeds from God, and Goodnefs is as 
effential to it, as.a Centre to a Circle: 
And therefore it but feldom happens 
that a deformed Soul inhabitsa beautiful 
Body. And external Beauty is a mani+ 
feft Indication of internal Goodnefs, and 
it is imprinted more or lefs upon Bodies; 
as a Character of the Mind, by which it 
may be outwardly difcerned; as in Trees; 
in which the Beauty of the Bloom is a 
Sign of the Goodnefs of the Fruit. And 
that this is the fame in Bodies, is evident 
from the Phyfiognomitts, who by the Face 
attain the Knowledge of the Morals, and 
fometimes even of the Thoughts of Men: 
and what.is more, they from the Coun- 

tenance 


onreere 

















































CAR UTRS Danan. 


tenance un tand the Qualities even 
of Beafts, which exprefs themfelves as 
cle pomib! in their Bodies. Con- 
fider how evidently in the Countenance 
of a Lion, a Horfe, an Eagle, we 
pay difcern their Anger, Fiercenefs and 


> a pure, 
in the Fox 
and thus it 


in the Lamb 
nbled Innocence; 


Malice : 


Pride 3 
a undiffe 
and Wolf, 
is in all other 


a crafty 


Animals 


The deformed th 
nerally bad, the beaut ial inl And 
we may fay Beauty is a ple ail Dat iva 
ful, and agreeable Countenance; a nite 
for that Reafon defirable as a Good: eva 
formity, a gloomy, difmal and forbidding 
one, and to be avoided as an Evil. And 
if we confider all Things, we fhall find 
whatever is good and ufeful, is alfo ador- 
ned with Beauty. 

Behold the Condition of this grand 
Machine of the World, which was fra- 
med by God, for the Safety and Prefer- 
vation of all created Beings: The round 
Heavens adorned with fo many divine 
Lights; the Earth in the Centre, encom- 
pafled with the Elements, and balanced 
The Sun revolving 
in the 


by its own Weight. 
his Orbit, enlightens the whole ; 
Winter defcending to the loweft Sign, 
by little and little afcend- 
Th he Moon, 


from him aes its Light, as it either 


and afterwards 
ing to the hig eheft. which 
approaches towards him, or retires from 


him; and the other five Planets, which 
finith their Courfe in different Orbits. 


All thefe 


one upon 


Things have fo great Influ- 


ence another, by their being 


joined together in fo exact Order, that if 


but one Point was to be changed, they 
could not fubfift togeth rae the Uni- 
verfe 





é pitt, nelle béfire fi comprende ancd- 
va allo afpetto la qualita dell’ animo, 
iL quale nel corpo efprime fe freffo 
pit che pud. Penfate come chiara- 
mente nella faccia del Leone, del 
Cavallo, de Aquila fi conofce Vira, 
la ferocita , S la fupérbia; ne gli 
Agnelli, & 5 nelle Colombe una pura 
eS sionpliee innocéntia; la malt- 
tia aftuta nelle Volpi, & ne i Lupi; 
© cost quaft di tutti gh altri ani- 
mals. 

I brutti adunque 4 lo pin fono 
ancor mali, & gli belli buon: © dir 
fi puc, che la bellezza fia ta faccia 
s piacévole, allegra, grata, © defide- 
rabile del bene: §5 la bruttezza, la 
faccia ofcura, molefia, difpiacévole, 
© trifia del male. Et fe confidera- 
rete tutte le cofe, trovarete che fem- 
pre quelle che fon buone 8 utili, 
hanno ancor gratia dt belezza. 

Ficcovi lo flato dt quefia gran ma- 
china det mondo, la qual per falute, 
& confervation d’ogni cofa creata, é 
flata da ‘Dio fabricata: IL Ciel ro- 
tondo, ornato dt tanti divini lumz; 
€§ wel centro la terra circund:zta da 


gli elemexti, G dal fao pefo ifleffo 


WC 


foftentita. Il So’e, che irando illit- 
mit a il tutto, © nel verno Saccofta 
al jin b {fo fegno, po a poco a poco 


afcende all altra parte. La Luna, 
che da quello pigha la fua lace, fe- 
condo che fe pi appr Op it 0 fe le 
allontana; 5 Vattre cingue Stelle, 
che diverfamente fan quel medéfimo 
cor fo. 


Git 
ng La, 


Quefte cofe tra se han tanta forza 
per ta conneffion a un Ordine compoyio 
cos? necefjariaméute, che mutandole 
pir un ponto, non “poriano fiar in- 
fieme, *§ ruinarebbe il mondo; bhan- 
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wo ancora tanta bellezza gratia, 
che non poffon gli anzegut humani 
imaginar cofa piu bella. 


Penfate hor della figura dell hus- 
mo, che {i puo dir piccot 70 nel 
guale uédeft ogni parte del corpo ef- 
fer compofia 1 neceffarzamente per arte, 
& non a cafo; poz tutta la forma 
tn fieme offer belliffima; talche diffi- 
cilmente ft porta giudicar qual pia 
0 utilita, 0 gratia diano al-volto hu- 
mano, al refto del corpo, tutte le 
membra; come gli occhi, tk nafo, la 
bocca, Vorechie, le bracchia,. itl petto, 
© cosi Laltre parte. 

IL medefimo fi pud dir di tutti gl 
animalt. LEiccovt le penne ue gli uc- 
cellis le foglee © rami ne gli alberi, 
che date gli fono da natura per con- 
fervar Veffer loro, © pir hanno an- 
cor grandifima vaghezza.. 

Lafeiate lanatura, © venite all’- 
arte, gual cofa tanto é neceffaria nel- 
le Navi, quanto la prora, 1 lati, le 
anteune, l’albero,. le vele, il timéne, 
2 reml, Lancore, & le farte? Tutte 
quefle cofe pord hanno tanto di venu- 
fia, che par a chi le MiP as che cosi 
siano trovate per piacére, come per 
utilita. Softengonu le Snag © gle 
Grantieaes le alte loggie, 5 palax- 
ak epee fou meno ‘piacevoli a gli 
ee di chi le mira, che utili a qi 
edificit. Quando prima cominciaro- 
no gli hudmini ad edificare, pi ifera | 
ne 2 Lemp, & nelle cafe quel colmo 
Gi WCZZ0, non perche bavéffero gli 
edificit pin di gratia, moe accio che 
dell'una parte & Paltra comsmoda- 
mente potéffero difcorrer Lacgue ; 
ntentediméno allutile fihito fh con- 
giunta la venufia: talche fe fotta a 
quel Cielo ove nou cade grandine, 0 


pio ig ‘Glas 
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verfe would be deftroyed; and they 
have alfo fo much Beauty and Grace, that 
the Wit of Man can conceive nothing 
more beautiful. 

Confider alfo the Form of a Man, who 
MOR be termed a little World; and fee 
how every Part of his Body muft be ne- 
ceffarily framed by Art, and not by 
Chance; and how beautiful the whole Fa- 
brick appears; fothat it is difficult to de- 
termine whether the Eyes, Nofe, Mouth, 
Ears, Armsand Feet, and the other Parts 
of the Body, are.more beneficial, or or- 
namental. 


The fame may be affirmed of all other 
Animals. Behold the Feathers of Birds, 
the Leaves and Branches of Trees, which, 
although they were given by Nature for 
their Prefervation, are -neverthelefs ex- 
ceedingly ornamental. 


But to fay no more of Nature, and 
proceed to Art, what can be more ne- 
cefflary in Ships than the Prow, Sides, 
Yards, Matts, Helm, Oars, Anchors, 
and Cordage? Yet all thefe Things have 
fo much Beauty, that every one mutt 
wonder how fo many Things could be 
found out as well for Pleafure as Ufe. 
The Pillars and Architraves, which fup- 
port Galleries and Palaces, are as delight- 
ful to the Sight, as neceffary to the Build- 
Er When Men. firft began to build, 

hey raifed an Eminence in the Middle 
both of their Houfes and Temples, not 
fo much for the Beauty of the Buildings, 
as that the Rain might more eafily run 
off both on the one Side and the other ; 
notwithf{tanding what was thus ufeful foon 
became graceful: So that fhould a Tem- 
ple have been built in a Climate fubject 
neither to Storms nor Rain, yet without 

this 
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this rifing Slope it would have neither pioggia fi fabricaffe un Témpio, nor 


Grace nor Beauty. 


And it is accounted a fufficient Com- 
mendation of every Thing, to fay it is 
beautiful; thus in commending Heaven, 
Earth, Sea, Rivers, &c. we ufe the 
Term beautiful. In fhort it is delightful 
and facred Beauty which gives the finifh- 
ing Stroke to every Thing; and Good 
and Beautiful are in fome Refpects one 
and the fame Thing, efpecially in human 
Bodies; the Beauty of which is, in my 
Judgment, principally owing to the Beau- 
ty of the Soul; which, as it partakes of 
that truly divine Beauty, illuftrates and 
beautifies every Thing it touches ; efpe- 
cially if the Body it inhabits is not of fuch 
vile Matter, that it-cannot receive the Im- 
preffion of its Qualities. Beauty then is 
a manifeft Trophy of the Victory of the 
Soul, when fhe witha divine Power go- 
verns our material Frame, and with her 
Light difpels the Darknefs of the Body. 


It muft not therefore be faid, that 
ah; iste el Mer deren 
Beauty makes the Ladies proud or cruel 5 
although this is Morello’s Opinion. Nor 
ought the Ladies to be charged with 
thofe Enmities, Quarrels, and Deaths, 
which have their Original from the unru- 


‘ly Appetites of the Men. 


I am not now faying that there is no 
fach Thing in the World as a handfome, 
and yet at the fame Time an immodett 
Lady; but this I muft fay, that Beauty 
inclines her not to Immodefty ; but di- 
verts her from it, and leads her into the 
Paths of Virtue, 


Goodnels, 


on Account of that 
Connettion there is between Beauty and 





parrebbe che fenzail colmo haver 
potelffe dignita, 0 bellezza alcuna. 

Daffi adungue molta laude, non 

che ad altro, al mondo, dicendo che- 
gli é bello, laudafi, dicendo bel Cre- 
lo, bella terra, bel mare, bet fiumi, 
bez paéfi, belle felve, albert, giardt- 
nt, belle citta, bez témpit, cafe, ef- 
Serciti; in fomma ad ogni cofa da 
fipremo ornamento guefta gratiofa 
facra bellezza: © dir fi pudchel 
buono, el bello, a qualche modo sia- 
no una medéfima cofa, © maffima- 
ménte ne i corpi humani; della bel- 
lezza dé qualila pin propinguacan- 
fa eftimo i0, che fia la bellezza dell’ - 
anima; che come parttcipe di quella 
vera bellezza divina, tlluftra, & fa 
bello cio ch’ella tocca; 5 {pecialmen- 
te, fe quel corpo, oVella habita, non 
€ di cosi vil materia, ch’ella non pof- 
fa imprimergli ta faa qualita. Fe- 
ro la bel a él vero troféo della 
vittoria dell’ dnima, quando effa con 
la virth divina fignoreggta la natura 
materiale, © col fuo lume vince le 
ténebre del corpo. 

Non é adunque da dir, che la bel- 
lezza facia le Donne fuperbe, 0 
crudeli, benche cos? paia al 8. Mo- 
vello. Neé ancor ft débbono imputare 
alle Donne belle quelle inimicitie, 
morti, defiruttioni, di che fon caufa 
gli appetiti immoderati de gh bud- 
mint. 

Non neghero gia, che al mondo non 
fia pofstbile trovar ancor delle belle 
Donne impudiche; ma non e gia che 
la bellezza le incline alla impudict- 
tia; anzi le rimove, 5 le induce al- 
la via dei cofiumi virtuofi, per la 
conneffion che ba la bellezza con la 
bouta. Ma talbor la mala educa- 

tiOnes 


> ao 
CK 


ow 


v 


ae 
“ams 





PAL Ua AS Suit Aa gar ees sel 















































BOOK 


tione, 2 coutinui fimuli de gli aman- 
ti, i doni, la poverta, la [peranza, 
_ gl inganni; il timore, 5 mille altre 
caufe vincono la conflantia ancéra 
delle belle 5 buone Doune; 5 per 
guefle, 0 similt caufe poéffono anco- 
ra divenir fcelerat: gli hudémini bel- 
hi. 

Allhova M.Céfare, Se é vero dif- 
fe, quello, che hierz allego zl Signor 
Gafparo, non & dubbio, che le belle 
Sono pin cafte, che le brutte. 

Et che cofa allegai, diffe 11S. Gaf- 
paroe 

Rifpofe Meffer Cefare, Se ben mi 
vicordo, voi dicefte, ‘* Che le Donne, 
‘“< che fono pregate, fempre négano 
“< di fatisfare a chi le prega; 
“* quelle che non fon pregate, préga- 
‘ no altruz. Certo é, che le belle 
‘ fon fempre pia pregate,  follici- 
‘* tate d’amor, che le brutte; dun- 
‘“* gue le belle fempre négano, © con- 
“* feguentemente fon pit cafte, che le 


iad 


a 


aw 


‘* te, prégano altrut. 

Rife il Bembo, & diffe, A quefto 
argumento rifponder non fi puod; pot 
foggzunfe. LInterviene ancor fheffo 
che come gli altri nofirt fenfi, cosi 
la vifta singanna, © guidica per 
bello un volto, che in vero non é bel- 
lo: & perché ue gli occhi, & in tut- 


to Vafpetto d’alcune Donne ft vede - 


talhor una certa lafttvia dipinta con 
blandicie difbonefte; molti (a t qual 
tal maniera piace, perché lor pro- 
mette facilita di confeguire c10 che 
defidérano) la chiamano bellezza ; 
Mma in vero € una impudéntia fucata, 
zndegna az cosi honorato  fanto no- 

me. 
Lacévafi M.Pietro Bembo, & guei 
Szgnors pur bo ftemulavano a dir pit 
oltre 


fei hFeT tc ehelereih el: esse qgihieeepere feere 
Tiiaiepeie Cree ere aasgheieie 


ree reieiajaeerer 
a ore o-ewialalele 


‘ brutte, le quali non effendo prega- 
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Goodnefs. But fometinres a bad Educa- 
tion, the continual Solicitations of Lov- 
ers, Prefents, Poverty, Flattery, Hopes, 
and Fears, and a thoufand other Caufes, 
gain a Conqueft over the Conftancy of 
the beautiful and good Ladies; andthefe 
and the like Reafons have the fame In- 
fluence over handfome Men. 

If that be true, faid Czefar, which Gaf- 
par alledged laft Night, it is certain, the 
Beautiful are more chafte than the Ugly. 


What did I alledge, faid Gafpar ? 


If I well remember, faid Cafar, you 
faid, ** That the Ladies who were fued 
<¢ to, always deny the Requefts of their 
‘¢ Suitors; and thofe who have no Ad- 
*¢ dreffes paid them, addrefs others. Now 
‘© it is certain that the Beautiful receive 
<¢ more Solicitations than the Deformed; 
<¢ and, fince they reject them, are ‘con- 
«* fequently more chafte than the Ugly, 
“‘ who, not being courted themfelves, 
*¢ make their Applications to others. 


This is an Argument which cannot be 
anfwered, replied Bembo fmiling; and af- 
terwards proceeded. It oftenhappens that 
our Sight, as well as our other Senfes, is 
deceived, and judges a Face handfome 
which is not really fo : and becaufe there 
is fometimes a certain Wantonnefs vifible 
in the Eyes and Looks of fome Ladies, 
fet off with a decoying Indecency, many 
(who are pleafed with fuch an Air, be- 
caufe it promifes them an eafy Conquett) 
term it Beauty; when in Reality it is on- 
ly Impudence in Difguife, and utterly un~ 
worthy of fo honourable and facred a 


Name. 


Here Bembo was filent, but fome of 
the Company f{purred him on to fay fome- 
Kkk thing 
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thing more of this Love, and of the true 
manner of enjoying Beauty. At lafthe faid: 
Lhave, in my Opinion, fufficiently de- 
monttrated, that the Old may love more 
happily than the Young; which was what 
1 undertook; and feicrare have no Oc- 
cafion to proceed any farther. 


Count Lewis reply’d, You have given 
greater Proof of the Unhappinefs of the 
Young, than of the Happinefs of the 
Old, whom you have not yet taught what 
Path they muft tread.in this their Love; 
you have only faid they muft be guided 
by Reafon; and it is the Opinion of ma- 
ny, that. Love and Reafon are inconfi- 
ftent. 


Bembo did all'he could to end the Dif- 
courfe, but the Duchefs intreating him 
to fpeak, he thus began. 


Humane Nature would be too mifera- 
ble, if our Souls, in which the Flames of 
Love are fo eafily kindled, fhould che- 
rifh them only as. they are common to us 
and the Beafts; without making ufe of 
that noble Part which is peculiar to our- 
felves,. And fince it is your Pleafure it 
fhould be fo, I will not refufe treating of 
this noble Subject. And becaufe I know 
myfelf unworthy to talk of the facred My- 
fteries of Love, I befeech him who go- 
verns the Thoughts and Tongue, that he 
would fo direct me, that I may inftru& 
this excellent Courtier, to love in a dif- 
ferent Manner from the profane Vulgar: 
Andas from my Childhood I have dedi- 
cated my. whole Life to his Service; fo 
may all my Words tend to promote that 
Defign, and his Glory. 


oltre di quefio amore, © del modo di 
fruire veramente la bellezza. Et ef- 
fo in ultimo, diffe: AA me par, affai 
chiaramente haveér dimofirato ; che 
pin felicemente poffan amar i vec- 
chi, che i giivani; il che fa mio 


prefuppoftos pero non mi fi conviene 


entrar pik avanti. 

Rifpofe il Conte Ludovico, Megho 
havete dimofirato la infelicita de 
geovant, che la felicita de vecchi; 
a i. quali per ancor non havete infe- 
gnato che camin babbian da Seguita- 
re in quefio loro amore; ma fola- 
mente detto, che fi laffin ‘guidar e al- 
la vagione; © da molti é riputato 
empofstbile, che amor fiza con la ra- 
gione. 

Il Bembo pur cercava di por fine 
al ragionamento y ma la §. Ducheffz 
lo prego, che dicefe:  effo cosi ri- 
comincio. 

Troppo infelice farebbe la natura 
humana, fe l anima noftra, nella qual 
facitmente pud nafcere quefto cos? 
ardente defidério, foffe sforzata a 
nutrirlo fol dz. quello, che le é com- 
mune con le béflie; & non poteffe 
volger lo a quella altra nobil parte 
che a lei é propria. Perd, poi cha 
vot pir cos? piace, non voglio fuggir 
di ragionar di. quefto nobil fuggetto. 
Et perche mi conofco indegno dt par- 
lar de z fantiffimt miftérii a amore; 
prego lu: che mova il penfiero, & la 
lingua mia, tanto ch’io pofja mofirar 
a gquefto eccellente Cortegiano amar 
fuor della confuetidine del profano 

vulgo: © cosi com'io insin da puert- 
tia tutta la mia vita gli ho dedica- 
ta; stano hor ancor le mie parole 
conformi a quefta intentione, 6 a 


ldude di luz. 
Dico 
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Dico adungue, che por che la na- 
tura humana nella eta gioventle tan- 
to é inclinataal fenfo, concedér fi puod 
al Cortegiano, mentre che é giévane, 
Lamar fenfualmente: ma fe pot an- 
cor ne gli anni pit maturz per forte 
saccende di guefto amorofo defidério, 
deve effer ben cauto, © guardarft dz 
nou ingannar fe fiefo; lafciandoft 
indur in quelle calamita, che ne’ gid- 
vani méritano pik compaffione, che 
bidfimo: &§ per contrario ne vecchi 
pit bidfimo, che compaffione. 

Pero, quando qualche gratiofo af- 
petto di bella Donna loro s'apprefen- 
ta, compagnato da leggiadri coftumi, 
& gentil maniere, tale che effo come 
efperto in amore conofca il fangue fio 
haver conformita con quello; fibito 
che saccorge che gli occhi [uoi raptf- 
cano quella imagine, % la portino 
al coure, § che ?dnima cominci con 
piacer a contemplarla, © fentir in 
sé guello influffo, che lacommove, 
a poco a poco la rifcalda; 5 che 


guet vivi {ptriti, che fcintillan fuor 


per gh occhi tuttavia aggiungan 
nuova efca al foco; deve in quefto 
principio provedere di quefto rimé- 
dio, & rifvegliar la ragione, di 
guella armar la rocca del cuor {uo ; 
& talmente chiuder i paffi al fenfo, 
&% a gli appetiti, che née per firza, 
née per inganno entrar vt poffano: 
Cosi, fe la famma seftingue, eftin- 
guefe ancor il pericolo. Ma sella 
perféevera, 0 crefte, deve allhor i 
Cortegiano, fenténdofi prefo, delibe- 
varfi totalmente di fuggir ogni brut- 
tezza dell amir vulgare, e Cosi en- 
trar nella divina firada amorofa con 
la guida della ragione. Et prima 
confiderar, chel corpo, ove quella 
bellezza rifplende, non é il fonte, 

ond ella 
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I fay then, fince humane Nature in the 
Time of Youth, is fo prone to Senfe, 
we may allow the Courtier, while young, 
to love fenfually: But if he happens to be 
inflamed with this amorous Defire after 
he is arrived to Maturity of Years, he 
ought to be cautious and diligent not to 
impofe on himfelf, left he fall into thofe 
Miferies, which deferve rather Pity than 
Reproach in Youth, but the direct con- 
trary in Age. 


When therefore a compleat Beauty ap- 
pears before him, polite in her Behaviour, 
and eafy in her Mien, he then, like an 
experienced Lover, knows his Blood 
fympathizes with her’s, as foon as his 
Eyes feize the Image, and carry it to the 
Heart; and that the Soul then begins 
with Pleafure to think on it, and to feel 
within that Influx, which by degrees 
warms it; and that thofe vivid Spirits 
which fparkle from the Eyes, ever admi- 
nifter new Fuel to the Fire: At this Be- 
ginning he ought to provide a Remedy, 
and to fet Reafon on her Guard, and with 
her to ftrengthen the Fortrefs of” his 
Heart; and fo to fecure the Paffes thi- 
ther againft Senfe and Appetite, that 
there may be no Entrance to them, el- 
ther by Force or Stratagem: Thus the 
Danger abates with the Flame. But if 
That either continues, or burns with grea- 
ter Heat, the Courtier then perceiving 
himfelf caught, muft refolve wholly to 
avoid all the Brutality of vulgar Loves 
and tread its divine Path, under the 
Condué& of Reafon. And firft let him 
confider, that the Body, where this 
Brightnefs fhines , is not the Fountain 
from whence it flows; but that Beauty being 
incorporeal, and,. as we have already faid, 
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a Ray of the Divinity, lofes much of its 
Worth, by being united to fo mean and 
perifhing a Subftance, which the lefs it 
of, the more perfect it is ; and 
compleat, when wholly fe- 
par: from it. And as we do not 
hear with our Mouth, or {mel] with our 
Ears, fo no one can by any Means enjoy 
Beauty, nor fatisfie that Defire which it 
raifes in our Souls by the Touch, but 
with that Senfe of which Beauty is the 
proper Object, namely, the Sight, 


partakes 
eet net 
is then molt 


ited 


Removing therefore the blind Judg- 
ment of Senfe, let him pleafe his Eyes, 
with that Brightnefs, that Gracefulnefs, 
and thofe Sparks of Love, Smiles and Ge- 
ftures, and all the other delightful Orna- 
ments of Beauty; efpecially let him hear 
the Sweetnefs of her Voice, the Tunea- 
blenefs of her Words, the Harmony of 
her Mufick (if the Lady of his Affection 
is mufically inclined ;) and thus will he 
nourith his Soul with a moft delicate Re- 
paft, by Means of thefe two Senfes, 
which are leaft corporeal, and the Ser- 
vants of Reafon; without being moved 
by any fenfual Defire, but what is honou- 
rable. Afterwards let him obey, pleafe, 
and reverence his Miftrefs with all Re- 
fpect, and account her dearer than his 
own Life; preferring all her Advantages 
and Pleafures to his own: Nor ought he to 
be lefs enamour’d with the Beauty of her 
Mind thanBody. Let him alfo.take Care 
fhe runs into no Error ;. and ever be rea- 
dy, by Admonition and good Advice, 
to direét her to Modefty, Temperance, 
and true Honefty ; that nothing but chafte 
Thoughts may. have any Refidence in her 
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ond’ella nafte; anzi che la bellezwa 
per effer cofa incorpérea, | (come 
havemo detto) un raggio divino, per- 
de molto della fua dignita, trovan- 
dof congiunta con quel fubsetto vile, 
 corruptibile; perchée tanto pit é 
perfetta, quanto men di lui partict- 
pa; © da quello in tutto feparata, 
é perfettiffima. Et che cosi, come udir 
non fi puo col palato, ne odorar con 
Lorecchie, non ft pud ancor in modo 
alcuno fruir la bellezza, ne fattf- 
far al defidério, chella éfcita neglt 
danimi noftri col tatto; ma con quel 
fenfo, del qual effa bellezza e vere 

obietto, che é la virtu vistva. 
Rimévafi adunque dal cieco giudt- 
cio del fenfo, © gédaft con gl occhi 
quel fplendore, quella gratia, quelle 
faville amorofe, i rift, 2 modi, © 
tutti gli altri piacévolt ornamentz 
della bellezza; medefimaménte con 
Laudito la fuavita della voce, 11 con- 
cento delle parole, Vharmonia della 
mifica (fe mufica é la Donna amata) 
& cos) pafcera di dolctfimo cibo 
L’anima, per la via di quefti dui fen ft, 
i quali tengon poco det corpéres, & 
fon minifiri della ragione, fenza paf- 
far col defidério verfo il corpo ad ap- 
pettto alcuno men che bhonefto. Ap- 
preffo offervi, conpiaccia, © honore 
con ogni riveréntia la fua “Donna, 
&S pit che sé fleffo la tenga cara; & 
tutti 2 commodt, ©) piacéri fut pre- 
ponga ai proprit; Sin let ami nom 
meno la belezza dell’animo, che 
guella del corpo. ‘Pero tenga cura 
di non lafciarla incérrere in errore 
alcuno; ma con le admonitioni, 
buoni ricordi, cerchi fempre d’in- 
durlaallamodéftia, alla temperantia, 
alla vera houefia; e faccia che 1m let 
non babbian mai loco, fe non penfiert 
candidt, 
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candidi, °§ alienit da ogni bruttezza 
di viti. E cosi feminando virta nel 
giarain di quel bell’ animo, raccorra 
ancéra frutti di belliffim: coftumi, © 
guftaragli con mirabil diletto. Et 
guefto. fara il vero generare, S efprt- 
mere la bellezza nella bellezza; 
gL che da alcuni fr dice effer il fin 
d’amore. In tal modo fara il noftro 
Cortegian gratiffimo alla fua ‘Donna; 
& effa fempre fe gl mofirera obfe- 
guente, dolce, § affabile; e cosi de- 
fiderofa di conpiacérgl, come d'effer 
da lui amata; le voglie dell’un, e 
dell’altro faranno honefiiffime e con- 
cordi; © effi confeguentemente fa- 
ranno felict{fime. 


)urvi il S. Morello, Il generar, 
diffe, la bellezza nella bellezZza, con 
effetto farebbe il generar un bel figlino- 
lo in una bella donna: © a meé pa- 
rerta molto pia chiaro fegno, chella 
amafe Vamante, compiacendol di 
guefio, che di quella affabilita, che 
woraites 

Rofe il Bembo, 5 diffe, non bifo- 
gna S. Morello ufcir de tévmini; ne 
piccol feguo d’amar fa tla donna, 
guando all’amante dona ta bellezzZa, 
che & cosi pretiofa cofa: © per le 
vie, che fou adito all dnima, cioe ba 
vifta, e Vaudito, manda iz fauard: de 
gli occhi fuot, la imagine del volto, 
la voce, le parole, che penetran den- 
tro al cuore dell’amante, © gli fan 
tefliménio dell’amor fuo. 


Diffe il S. Morello, I feuardz, e le 
parole, poffono éffere, e f{peffo fon te- 
fiimonis fal: ‘Pero, chez NIU ha UM i~ 
glior pegno d’amore, al mio giudicto, 
© ¢ ee 2 = 
é mal ficuro:  veramente 10 afpet- 
tava pir che voi facefie quefla vo- 
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Mind, devoid of all the Fuilthinefs of 
Vice. Thus by fowing the Seeds of Vir- 
tue in the Garden of fo beautiful a Mind, 
he will afterwards gather the Fruit of 
moft accomplifhed Qualities, and relifh 
it with wonderful Pleafure. This is the 
true Method of engrafting Beauty on 
Beauty ; which is faid to be the fole End 
of Love. By thefe Means will our Cour- 
tier be moft agreeable to his Miftrefs; 
and fhe will ever fhew her felf complai- 
fant, pleafant and’ affable to him; and 
being as defirous of pleafing, as of be- 
ing beloved by him, they will be 
both equally virtuous and unanimous ; 
and by confequence both exceedingly 
happy.. | 

The moft effectual Method, faid Mo- 
rello, of engrafting Beauty on Beauty, 
is to have a beautiful Son by a beautiful 
Woman: And this feems to me a more 
evident Token of a Lady’s Defire of 
pleafing her Hufband, than that Affabili- 
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ty you talk of. 


You ought not, Morello, faid Bembo 
fmiling, to exceed your Bounds: A La- 
dy gives no fmall Inftance of her Affec- 
tion, when fhe furrenders fo valuable a 
Thing as her Beauty, to her Lover ; 
and by the Sight and Ears, which are 
the Paffages to the Soul, darts the Glan- 
ces of her Eyes, the Picture of her Face, 
her. Voice, her Words, which pierce the 
Heart of her Lover, and-demonftrate to 
him her Love. 


Looks and Words, faid Morello; may 
be, and very often are, deceitful: There- 
fore he who. hath no better. Security of 
Affe&tion than thefe, hath, in my Judg- 
ment, but little todepend on: And tru- 
ly I expected you would. have made this 
your 
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your Lady a little more courteous and 
free with the Courtier, than Julian hath 
made his. But, I think you both act 
the Part of thofe Judges, who, to appear 
wife, pronounce Sentence contrary to 
their Judgment. 


I am very willing, faid Bembo, that 
my Lady fhould be much more complai- 
fant to my Courtier, who is not young, 
than Julian’s to her young Lover; and 
not without Reafon; for my Courtier will 
defire nothing difhoneft: And therefore 
the Lady, without any Prejudice to her 
Character, may grant him every thing, 
But Julian’s Lady, who cannot fo firmly 
rely on the Modefty of a Youth, ought 
to comply only with his honeft Requefts, 
and reject the difhoneft. More happy 
then is my Courtier, who hath all his De- 
mands granted, than he who is only in 
Part obeyed, and in Part denied. And 
that you may have a better Notion that 
the rational Love is more conducive to 
Happinefs than the fenfual, Iaffert, that 
the very fame Things which ought to be 
denied in the fenfual, may be granted in 
the rational; for what is difhoneft in the 
one, is honeft in the other. 


A Lady therefore, to pleafure her vir- 
tuous Lover, befides indulging him in the 
Favour of a Smile, in fecret and familiar 
Difcourfe, and other little Liberties, 
may fometimes decently proceed farther, 
and without Scandal grant him a Kifs; 
which, in fenfual Love, according to the 
Rules of Julian, is not allowable. For 
fince a Kifs is a Union of the Body and 
Soul, there is great Danger that the fen- 
faal Lover will rather be influenced by 
the Body than the Soul. But the rational 


Lover knows, that although the Mouth 
is 
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jira Donna un poco pit cortefe, & 
liberale ver fo zl Cortegzano, che non 
ha fatto il S. Magnifico la fua. Ma 
parmi che tutti dui frate alla condi- 
¢tioue di quet giudice, che danno la 
feuténtia contra zt fuot, per parer 
[avii. 

Diffe i Benbo, Ben voglo 10 che 
affai pin cortefe fia quefta ‘Donna al 
mio Cortegiano non gidvane, che non 
é guella del S. Magnifico al gidvane ; 
& ragionevolmente ; perche ik! sid 
u0n defidera fe non cofe honefte ; 
perd puo la Donna Bit ohteh) 
tutte fenza biafimo. Ma la donna 
del S. Magnifico, che non é cosi ficura 
della modéftia del gidvane, deve con- 
céderglit folamente le honefte, © ne- 
gargli be difbonefie. Pero pin felice 
é i mio, a cut fi concede cto ch’et 
dimanda, che Laltro a cui parte ft 
concede, & parte fi fi nega. Et accio 
che ancor meg lio conofciate che lamor 
vationale é pin felice, ch’el fenfuale, 
dico, che le medéfime cofe nel fenfuale 
fi débbono talhor negare, © nel ratio- 
nale concédere: perché in quefto fon 


difbonefte, §5 in quello honefte. 


Perd la Donna, per conpiacer al 
fio amante buono, oltre il conceder- 
gli i rif piectned: zt ragionaments 
doméftici © fecreti, it motteggiares 
Scher zare, toccar la mano; pudve- 
nir ancor ragionevolmente,  fenza 
biafimo, insin al bafctio; il che nelP 
amor fenfuale, fecondo le régule det 
S. Magnifico, none leécito. Perche per 
effer il bafito congiungimento del 
corpo, %5 dell anima, pertcolo é che 
Lamante fenfuale non tncline pit alla 
parte del corpo, che a quella dell’ ant- 
ma. Ma Lamante rationale conofce, 
che 
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che anctra che Ja boccha fia parte 
del corpo; nientediméno per quella 
ff da éfito alle parole, che fono in- 
‘terpreti dell’ anima; © a guello in- 
trinfeco anhelito, che ft chiama pir 
effo ancor anima:  percio fi diletta 
d’unir la fua bocca con quella della 
donua amata col bafiio, non per mo- 
verfi a defidério alcuno difbonefto, 
ma perche fente che quello legame é 
un aprir Lddito all’anime, che 
tratte dal defidério Luna dellat- 
tra, jt transfOudino alteruamente 
ancor Puna uel corpo dellaltra; e 
talmente fi mefcélino infieme ch’o- 
gwun di loro habbia due anime: 
una fola di quelle due cosi compofta, 
regga quaft dui corpi. Onde il ba- 
Scio fi pud pit preflo dir congiungi- 
mento a’ anima, che di corpo; perché 
in quella ha tanta forza, che la tira 
a fe, & quaft la fepara dal corpo. 
Per guefto tuttz gVinnamorati cafti 
defiderano il bafito come congiungi- 
mento d’anima. Lt pero il divina- 
mente innamorato Platone dice, 
che baftiando vénneghi V’dnima ai 
Labri per ufcir del corpo. Et per- 
che il fepararfi Vanima dalle cofe 
fenfibiit, e totalmente unirfi alle 
antelligtbili, fi pud. denotar per lo 
bafci0, dice Salomone nel fio divi- 
20 Libro della Cantica, bafcimi 
col bafizo della fua bocca, per dimo- 
ftrar ih defidério, che Vanima fua fia 
vapita dall’amor divino alla contem- 
Plation della bellezza celefte di tal- 
modo, che unéndofs intimamente a 
guella, abbanddéni il corpo. 


Stavano tutti attentiffimi al ra- 
gionamento del Bembo; & effo ha- 
vendo fatto un poco di paufa, & ve- 
dendo. che. altri non parlava, diffe. 
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is a Part of the Body, yet through it is a 
Paffage for the Words, which are the 
Interpreters of the Soul; and for the in- 
ward Breath, which is called by the Name 
of the Soul: And therefore he delights to 
falute his Miftrefs with a Kifs; not to ex- 
cite any impure Defire, but becaufe he 
finds, that by this Union a Paffage is open- 


ed to either Soul; which being attracted: 


by the Defire of each other, alternately 
transfufe themfelves from Body to Bo- 
dy, and fo mingle themfelves toge- 
ther, that each Lover hath two Souls: 
And one Soul of thefe two thus com- 
pounded, rules, as it were, two Bodies. 
Whence a Kifs is rather a Union of the 
Soul than of the Body; becaufe it hath 
fo great Energy, that it attracts the Soul, 
and, as it were, feparates it from the Bo- 
dy. For this Reafon, all chafte Lovers 
defire a Kifs, as a Union of the Soul. On 
this Account does Plato, that divine Lover, 
fay, That in kiffing his Soul. came as far as 
his Lips, as if ready to depart from his Bo. 


dy. And becaufe the Separation of the Soul 


from fenfible, and the Union of it to in- 
tellectual Objects, may be denoted by a 
Kifs, Solomon in his Divine Book of the 
Canticles, fayeth, ‘* Oh that he would kifs 
*¢ me with the Kifs of his Mouth”, to ex- 
prefs that Defire with which his Soul was 
tranfported by Divine Love in the Con- 
templation of Heavenly Beauty ; to fuch 
a Degree, that the Soul being intimately 
united to it might quitthe Body, 


The whole Company ftood attentive 


to the Difcourfe of Bembo, who having ; 


paufed a while, and feeing no one fpeak, 
went on. Since you have put me upon 
begin- 
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beginning to defcribe the | 1apPpy Love of 
our old Courtier, I will lead him a Step 
farther; for it would be very dangerous 
to {top here ; confidering, as it hath been 
often obferved, that the Soul i is moft prone 
to Senfe. And altho’ Reafon by Argumen- 
cation chufes what is good, and knows 
that this Beauty hath not its Or iginal from 
the Body, and therefore curbs difhoneft 
Defires; yet always to contemplate it in 
the Body, often mifleads the Judgment : 
and tho? no other Inconvenience fhould 
arife, yet Abfence frem the bel loved Ob- 
ject inflames the Paffions ; becaufe the In- 
fluence of Beauty when prefent affords a 
wonderful Delight to the Lover; and 
warming his Heart, awakes and melts 
fome dormant and frozen Powers in the 
Soul, which being fomented by the Fire 
of Love, diffufe themfelves and fpring up 
in the Heatt, and fend forth from the 
Eyes certain Spirits, which confift of the 
moft pure, lucid, and fubtile Particles of 
the Blood, which being impreffed with 
the Form of Beauty, fet her forth 
with a thoufand various Ornaments. 
Hence the Soul is delighted, and is with 
a Kind of Wonder confounded, yet is it 
full of Joy ; and being as it were ftupi- 
fy’d with Pleafure, perceives that Reve- 
rential Fear which is ufually felt in fa- 
cred Places, and feems to be in her Pa- 
radife. 


The Lover then, who confiders Be: 


only as in the Body, lofes this Pleafure 


as foon as the V his 
us Eyes devoid of her 
,and confequently the Soul. de- 
her Happinefs: 
moved out of Sight, 


ous Influx doe 


and Felicity liftrefs of 
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Poi che wm havete fatto cominciare a 
mofirar amor felice al nofiro Cor- 
tegiano non gidvane, voglio pur con- 
durlo un poco pik avanti; perché lo 
fiar in quefto términe eé pericolofo 
afjat, attefo che (come piu volte sé 
detto) Panima,e inclinattfima az 
fenfi. Et benche la ragion col dif- 
corfo elegga bene, e conofta quella 
bellezza non nafcer dal corpo, © pe- 
ro ponga freno a 2 defidérit non ho- 
nefiz; pur 2b contemplarla fempre in 
quel corpo, fpeffo preverte zl vero 
gindicio: © quando altro male non 
ne venifje, lo flar abfente dalla cofa 
amata porta feco molta poffione ; 
perche lo influffo di quella bellezza, 
guando € prefente, dona mirabil di- 
letto all amante ; riftalddndogli 
iL core, rifveglia, e liquefa alcune 
virta fopite, e congelate nell ant- 
ma; le quali nutrite dal calore amo- 
rofo, fr diffindono van pullulando 
sntorno al cuore,  mandano fuor 
per gli occhi quet {piriti, che fin va- 
port fottilifimi fattt della pik pu- 
ra, 8 bicida parte del fangue; z 
guali ricévono la imagine della bel 
lezza, §5 la formano con mille varie 
ornamenti: Onde Panima fi diletta, 
© con unacerta maravigiia fi fpaven- 
ta, par gode & guaft flapefatta 
infieme col piac Cre, feute quel timo- 
re © riverén as che alle cofe facre 
haver fi fole; © parle d’effer nel fio 
paraat/fo. 

L’amante adungue, che considera 
la bellezza folamente nel corpo, 
perde quefto bene, lta felicita, 
fioito che la donna amata abfentan- 
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dore, § nf gueutemente Panima 
viduata del fuo bene: perché effendo 
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wnorofo non rifcalda zl cuore, come 
faceva in preféntia. Onde 2 meati 
véftano aridi,  fecchi, pir la 
memria della bellezza move un po- 
co quelle virti dell’ anima, talmente 
che cércano di diffindere 2 [ptritz , 
&S effi trovando le vie otturate, nom 
hanno éfito, 5 pur cércano dufcire : 
cost con quet fitmuls rinchiuft 
punugon Vanima,  dannole paffione 
acerbiffima, come a fanciulls, quan- 
do dalle ténere gingive comtnciano a 
nafceret denti. kt di gua procédo- 
no le lacrime i fpofpirt, gli affanut, 
€5 tormenti de gli amanti: perche 
Lanima fempre saffligce,  trava- 
glia, 5 quafi diventa furiofa, fin che 
guella cara bellezza fe le apprefen- 
ta uwaltra volta, © allbor fibito 
Sacgueta, 6 rifpira, 2 quella tut- 
ta intenta fi nutrifce di ctbo dolczffi- 
mo, né mat da cosi fuave fpettacolo 
partir vorria. 

Per fuggir adunque il tormento 
di guefia abféntia, §§ goder la bel- 
Lezza fenza paffione, bifogna che'l 
Cortegzano con laiuto della ragione 
vevochi iu tuttol defidério dal corpo 
alla bellezza fola; 5 quanto piu 
puo, la coutempl: in se fieffa stmplz- 
ce, © pura; © dentro nella imagi- 
natione la form afivatta da ogni ma- 
téria: © cost la faccia amica, © ca- 
va all anima fia; © ivi la goda, e 
feco habbia giorno & notte, im ogni 
tempo e loco, fenza dibio di pérderla 
mat; tornandofi fempre a memoria 
chel corpo ¢ cofa diversiffima dalla 
bellezza; non folamente non bac- 
crefce, male diminuifce la fua per- 
fettione. 

‘Di quefto modo fara, zt noftro Cor- 
tegiano non gidvane, fuor az tutte le 
amaritiudini, e calamita, che fenton 
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it did when prefent. Whence the Paffa- 
ges are dry and arid, and yet the Re- 
membrance of Beauty in fome Meafure 
affects the Powers of the Soul, that they 
ftrive to diffufe the Spirits, which finding 
the Paflages clofed, tho’ they have no 
outlet, yet ftrive to fally out: and being 
thus inclofed they fting the Soul, and 
torture it with a Pain equally violent 
with that which Infants find when they 
begin to cut their Teeth. Hence proceed 
the Tears, the Sighs, the Perplexities and 
Torments of Lovers: Hence the Soul is 
in perpetual Pangs and Trouble, and 
grows almoft mad, till the fame dear 
Image returns, and then fhe immediately 
is calm and compofed , and being wholly 
fixed on it, feeds herfelf with the de« 
lightful Food, and is unwilling ever to 
part with fo pleafing an Object. 


To avoid therefore the Torment of 
this Abfence, and to enjoy Beauty with- 
out Paffion, the Courtier muft, by the 
Affiftance of Reafon, intirely turn his De- 
fires from the Body to Beauty alone; 
and, as much as poffible, behold her in 
her felf pure and unmixed; and to this 
End, let him form an Idea of her, ab- 
{tracted from all Matter: Thus making 
it grateful and agreeable to his Soul, 
there let him enjoy and keep it Night 
and Day, at all Times and Places, with- 
out any Fear of ever lofing it; ever 
recollecting that the Body is a Thing, 
not in the leaft allied to Beauty; and ts 
fo far from adding toit, that it diminifh- 
es the Perfection of it. 


By this Means fhall our Courtier, ad- 
vanced in Years, efcape all thofe Trou- 


bles and Vexations the young always en- 
hi dure; 
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dure; namely, ha oufies, Sufpicions, 
tred, Anger a nd Def} and other Mad- 
ne fies which bhioe der: into fuch a Maz 
f Errors, that they not only abt fe the he 
lies they love, but deftroy their own 
s1Vé He fhall do no Injury to the Hul- 
nd, Father Brotl SiS SOD Relations 
his Miftrefs: He fhall not load her 
with Infamy; nor be forced to keep a 
ftrict Guard upon his Eyes and Tongue, 
left they fhould difclofe his impure De- 


nor will he betray any Pafflion, él- 
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fires ; 
ae or Abfence, b 

th him the valuable Trea- 
in his Heart. -And more- 
ver "of Tmagination, will 
elf this Beauty, much 
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And this he 


how narrow 
7 it is always fined to the 
of Beauty 


And therefore to ae out of fuch nar- 


In 


row Bounds, he will by little and little, 
imafs together fo many Ornaments, that 
by. blending together all Beauties, he 
will frame a univerfal Idea; and reduce 
that Multitude to the Unity of that. one 
alone, which generally fpreads it felf o- 
ver all human Nature: And thus will he 
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make not the particular Beauty of one 
j ] yA1e 4} sa Sheet Be 
Lady alone the Object of his Thoughts, 
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quali fempre i gidvanis come le ge. 
loste, i Sofp ettt, li faeg gui, Lire, va 
© aiff ilhesie ig € cert iter pieni 
di rabbia ; dai quali fpeffo fon in- 
dutti a tanto errore, che alcunt nom 
folamente batton quelle donne, che 
amano, ma lévano ita a sé flefft 
N lou aie’ ingiuria a marito, padre, 

Douna ama- 


fratelli, 0 parenti della 
let; non fa- 


ta: non yere in famta a 
rafrenar talbor con 

glto Occhi, © la ling: i 1 

per non feoprir t fuot defideria Sin. 
tri; nou di tolerar le paffioni nelle 
partite, née delle abféntte, che chiufo 
nel cuore ft portera fempre feco il 

{uo pretiofo teforo Lit ancéra per 


te 


lat 


a 


a Sforzato ai 
lanta diffict (lt a 


virth della imaginatione fi formera 
dentro in sé fiefjo quella bellezzamot- 
to piu bella, ‘che in effetto non fara. 
Ma tri quefti beni troveranne 
Pamante uit ‘alte ro ancor affat mag- 
giore, Segli vorra fervirft ai questo 


amore, come d’un grado per afcen- 
dere ad uwaltro viaviaa pin fubline : 
il che gli fuccedera, fetra sé andera 
confiderando, come firetto legame fia 
Lo far fempre impedtto nel contem- 
plar la bellezza d'un corpo Solo: » & 
perd per ufcir di quefto cos? angufto 
rérmine, aggiungera neb penfier Sito 
a poco a poco tanti ornamenti, che 
comulando infieme tutte le be Me xze; 
far a un concetto univer fale; eridur- 
va la moltitiudine d’effe alla unita di 
guella fola, che generalmente fopra 
la humana natura fi fpande: © cosi 
non pin la bellezza particular d’una 

guella univerfale, che 


Do WU; 
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LULtt Z Cor, Zz @aorvida, pts oe 
Oz nde off ufce ato dag bbe ae oxy 
non curera il minore; &S ardendo um 


lente fiamma,. poco 


- pit ecce eflimera 


wolf 
Fue; 
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guello, che prima havea tanto ap- 


prez 7 zato. 


Quefto grado d'amore, bench 0 fia 
molto nobile, ¢ tale, ci he poc hi vi ag- 
gidgono; non perd ancor fi pud chia- 
mar perfetto: perche, per éffere 
Vimaginatione poténtia organica, ro) 
non baver cognitione, fe non per quet 
principit, che le fou fummunt, iftrate 
da i fenfiy non € in tutto purgata 
delle’ ténebre materiali: §& pers 
aeveve constdert quella belexza wnt 
verfale aftratta, § zn sé fola; pur 
non la difi erne ben chiaramente, 
fenza qualche ambiguita, per la con- 
veniéntia che hanno 1 fautafini col 
corpo. Onde quelli, che pervéngono 
a quefio amore, fouo come z ténert 
augelli, che comtuciano a veftirft di 
piume; che benche con Vale débilt fi 
lévino un poco a volo, pur non dfano 
allontanar fi molto dal nido, ne com- 
métter {i a venti, © al Cielo aperto. 
Quando adungque tl nofiro Corte- 
giano fara giunto a quefto términe, 


benche affaz felice amante dir fi pof- 


fas a rifpetto di quelli, che fon fum- 
ner fi nella miftria del’ amor fcn- 


ales ; non perd voglio che fi conten- 
ti; ma arditamente paffi pia avautt, 
feguendo per la Sublime fivada dietro 
alla guida, che lo conduce ab términe 
della Said felis ita: 1G} COSi . im luoco 


adufiir di se Shed ff? nets nfierd, come 
aya a che fact. uol confiderar 


la man 4 corp or raley ft rivolga Zit 
sé fteffo per contemplar quella, ‘che fi 
vede con gli occ i della u ente ; lt 
qualt allbor comtnciano ad effer acu 
ti, 5 pe eri eaee guando guells del 
corpo pérdon for della loro va- 


ghezka. 
Aen Ldnima aliena da i 7% 


purg rg 
f faa) 


Vit it, 
ta dat fiddti della vera filofo- 
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dent Flame, he will prize but litt! 
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ie, what 


1 
he at firft fet fo much value upon. 
This s Degree of Love, though it is ve- 
ry noble, ian fuch as few attain to; yet 
, C 12, 
Lian. 


C 
cannot ftill be termed perfect: for th 
magination being an organical P 
having no ae inies but ft 
Principles, which are pp pHes 
Senfes, it is not thoroughly pur 
the Darknefs arifing from Rice pee 
therefore, although it may confider this 


univerfal Beauty abftractedly,and in itfelf; 


rom thofe 
d 


CL. 


neverthelefs it cannotframe a perfect Idea 
of it, on account of the near Alliance 


Phantafms have to Body. Whence thote, 
who attain this Love, are like young Birds 
almoft fledged; which, though ae try 
their weak Wings to fly a little, yet dare 
not venture far from their Neft, nor truft 
themfelves to the Wind and open Air. 


When our Courtier therefore fhall at- 
tain to this Point, though he may be ter- 
med a happy Lover, with refpect te 
thofe who drown themfelves in the Mife- 
ry of fenfual Love; yet I would not have 
him thus contented; but eagerly advance 
farther, and follow oe his Guide 
fublime Path, which will lead him to the 
Bounds of true Hae And thus, 
without being too far tranfported with 
the Thought of it, as he muft neceffarily 
be who only confiders the Beauty of the 
Body, he will revolve within his Mind 
the Contemplation of that, which 1s vifi- 
ble to the Eyes of the Soul; which then 
begin to be acute and | difcerning, when 
thofe of the Body fade from their Luftre. 


the 
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fophy, converfant in Things fpiritual, 
and verfed in intelleétual Objects, turn- 
ing her felf inwards to contemplate her 
own Subftance, awakes, as it were, from 
a moft profound Sleep, opens thofe Eyes 
which all poffefs, and few ufe and per- 
ceives within her felf a Ray of that Light, 
which is the true Image of angelick 
Beauty; this being communicated to 
her, fhe afterwards imparts a feint Sha- 
dow of it to the Body : Being therefore 
blind to Earthly, fhe is very quick-fighted 
in heavenly Things; and when the animal 
Spirits of the Body are wafted by conti- 
nual Contemplation, or locked up in 
Sleep, fhe, without any Wearinefs, finds 
the Sweets concealed in true heavenly 
Beauty; and being ravifhed by the Splen- 
dor of that Light, begins to take Fire; 
and fo eagerly purfues it, that fhe is in an 
Extafy, and almoft befide her felf, through 
the Defire of uniting her felf to it; ha- 
ving found, as fhe imagines, the Foot- 
fteps of the Divinity; in the Contem- 
plation of whom, as in her chief Good, 
fhe feeks for Repofe. 

Burning with this fo happy a Flame, 
fhe elevates herfelf to her more noble 
Part, the Underftanding ; and being no 
longer darkned with the Night of terre- 


{trial Things, fhe beholds the Beauty of 


the Divinity; but does not yet attain to 
the full Enjoyment of it; becaufe fhe 
contemplates it only in her own particu- 


Jar Intellect, which cannot be capable of 


comprehending the immenfe univerfal 
Beauty: Upon which not acquiefcing in 
this, Love beftows on the Soul a greater 
Happinefs: For as it, fromthe particular 
Beauty of one Body, directs her to the 
univerfal Beauty of all Bodies; fo at laft 

from 


fia, verfata nella vita fpirituale, &§ 


efercitata nelle cofe dell intelletto, 
rivolgéndofi alla contemplation della 
fia propria fufidutia, quaft da profun- 
Atffimo fonno rifvegliata, apre quegl 
occhi, chetutti hanno, e pochi adépra- 
no;  vede in sé fieff2 un raggio di 
quel lume, che @ la vera imagine 
della bellezza angélica, a lei comu- 
nicata, della quale effa pot comiunica 
al corpo una debi ombra: Pero di- 
venuta cieca alle cofe terrene, fi fa 
oculatt {ima alle celefti; e talbor 
quando le virth motive del corpo ft 
trévano dalla afsidua contemplatione 
afiratte, o véro dal fonno legate, non 
effendo da guelle impedtta, fente un 
certo odor naftofto dalla vera bel- 
lezza angélica; & rapita dal fplen- 
dor di quella luce, comincia ad in- 
fiammarfi; © tanto avidaménte la 
Segue, che quafi diviene ébria & fuor 
di sé fiefja, per defidério d’unirfs 
con quella; paréndole haver trovato 
Lorma di Dio; nella contemplation 
del quale, come nel fuo beato fine, 
cerca dt ripofar ft. 

Lt perd ardendo in quefia felictf- 
Jima famma, fi leva alla fua pit no- 
bil parte, che é Vintelletto; © gui- 
vi non pin adombrata dalla ofcura 
notte delle cofe terrene, vede la bel- 
lezza divina; ma non pero ancor in 
tutto la gode perfettamente; perché 
la contempla filo nel fuo particular 
intelletto, 21 qual non puod effer ca- 
pace della immenfa beHlezza univer- 
fale: onde non ben contento di quefto 
beneficio, amore dona all duima mag- 
gior felicita: che fecondo che dalla 
bellezZa particular d’un corpo, Ja 
guida alla bellezza univer fal di tut- 
te corpi; cosiin ultimo grado di per- 
fettione 












































fettione dall’intelletto particulare, 
fa guida allo intellet to unzverfale. 


utndt anima accefa nel fantif- 
fimi foco del vero amor divino, vola 
ad unirft con la natura angélica; e 
non folamente in tutto abandona il 
fenfo, ma pint non ha bifogno del dz- 
{coro della ragione, che transforma- 
ta in Angelo, intende tutte le cofe 
intelligibili; e fenza velo, 06 nube 
alcuna, vede L’amplo mare della pu- 
va bellezza divina, ©5 in sé lo ri- 
ceve, e gode quella fuprema felicita, 
che dat fenfi & incomprehenszbile. 


Se adungue le bellezze, che tutto 

di con queftz nofir: tenebrofi occhi ve- 
demo ne t corpi corruttibilz, che non 
fon pero altro che fogui, e ombre te- 
nutffime di bellezza, cz pation tanto 
belle e gratiofe, che in not [peffo ac- 
cendon fuoco ardentifimo, © con tan- 
to diletto, che riputiamo niuna felt- 
cita poterfi agguagliar a guella, che 
talbor fentemo per un fil feuardo, 
che cz venga dall amata vifla d’una 
donna; che felsce maravigha, che 
beato fiupore penfiamo not, che fia 
guello, che occupa le duime, che per- 
véngono alla vifione della bellezza 
divina? che dolce fiamma? che in- 
céndio fuave credér ft dee che fia 
guello, che nafce dal fonte della fu- 
prema & vera bellezza, che é prin- 
cipio d’ogni altra bellezza, che mai 
non crefce, ne fcema? fempre bella; 
& per sé medéfima; tanto in una 
parte, quanto nell altra fimpliciffima, 
a st flefja folamente stmile, e di ni- 
una altra participe; ma talmente 
bella, che tutte Valtre cofe belle fon 
belle, 
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from the Degree of Perfection in one 
particular Intellect does it condué her to 
the Univerfal. 

Hence the Soul being inflamed with 
the holy Fire of true divine Love, flies 
to unite herfelf with the Nature of An- 
gels, and not only entirely abandons Senfe, 
but hath no longer need of the Deduéti- 
ons of Reafon, for being transformed in- 
toan Angel, fhe is wholly intent upon in- 
tellectual Objects ; and without any Veil 
or Cloud, views the wide Ocean of the 
unfullied Beauty of the Divinity, receives 
it within herfelf, and enjoys that fupreme 
Felicity which is incomprehenfible by the 
Senfes. 


If then thofe Beauties which we every 
Day behold with thefe our dim Eyes in 
corruptible Bodies, which are nothing 
but Dreams, and flight Shadows of Beau- 
ty, appear to us fo exquifite and agree- 
able, that they often kindle in us a moft 
ardent Affection, which gives us fo much 


-Pleafure, that we think no Happinefs can 


equal that which we perceive from one 
Glance alone afforded us from. the 
Eyes of her we love; how happy will 
that Wonder be, how bleffed that {A- 
ftonifhment, that fhall feize the Soul, 
when it attains the Sight of celeftial Beau- 
ty? How pleafant will be that Flame? 


‘How fweet that Fire, which arifes from the 


Fountain of the fupreme and true Beauty, 
which is the Origin of all other Beauty, 
which never increafes, never diminifhes 5 
always beautiful, felf exiftent, moft ab- 
folutely fimple, and: only like itfelf, par- 
ticipating of nothing; but fo thoroughly 
beautiful, that all other Things are there- 
fore fo, becaufe they partake of this 
original Beauty? 

This 
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This is that Beauty which cannot be 
“n° ° } 1 | oe ;2 A thie 
diftineuifhed from the chief Good, whit h 


: ; : 2 Ast of) Bie 
with its Light calls and attracts to it all 
Things; and not only beftows Uncer- 


— 


ftanding on intelligent 
on Rational, Senfe and 
Life on Brutes; but communicates allo 
to Plants and Stones Motion, asa Mark 
of itfelf, andthe natural Inftinct of their 
Properties. So much therefore does this 
Love exceed all other in Greatnefs and 
Felicity, as the Caufe which excites it is 
more excellent than any other. And as 
material Fire refines Gold; fo does this 


moft holy Fire in our Souls deftroy and 
liven and beautify that celeftial Part, 
which was before deadned and buried in 
her by Senfe. 

This was the funeral Pile, on which 
the Poets write Hercules was burnt on 
the Top of Mount CEta, and by fuch 

Fire was he after Death made divine 
and immortal. This was the burning 
Buth of Mofes; the cloven Tongues of 
Fire; the flaming Chariot of Elias, which 
fills the Minds of thofe who are worthy 
to fee her with a double Portion of Grace 


i = ‘ >) op tera i Rae 5 ee eee ot 
and Felicity, when forfaking this earthly 
Degradation, they mount towards Hea- 


© | 
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[.et us then turn all our Thoughts, 
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and aii the rowers OF our oouls CO CHIS 


moft facred Light, which fhews us the 
‘Wavy that leads to Heaven; and defpoil- 
ing ourfelves of thofe Affections which 
we were cloathed with in our Deicent, by 


ft Scale of 
: 7 ] oO} ee _ 2) he. toe 

it hath the Shadow of fenfual Beauty, let 
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us afcend to the fublime Manfion, where 
t amiable, and true Beauty 
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belle, perché da lei participan la fua 
belle zz , 

Quefia é quella bellezza indtfiin- 
ta dalla fomma bonta, che con la fua 
P rf pee a hie ee 
luce chiama, e tira a sé tutte le co- 


+ 
7? 
} 


fe; © non folamente all’ intellettuals 
intelletto; alle rationali tla 
sione; alle fenfuali il fenfo, © 
Pappetito di vivere; ma alle piante 
ancéra, © a t faffi comunica, come 
un vefitgio di sé flefa iL moto, © 
guetlo inftinto naturale delle lor pro- 
prieta. Tanto adunque @ maggzore 
S pin felice quefto amor de glt al- 
tri, quanto la caufa, che lo move, eé 
pid eccellente. Et perd, come il fo- 
co materiale affina Voro; cost quefto 
fuoco fantiffimo nell dnime difirugge, 
e confuma cid che v'é di mortale,; © 
vivifica, €5 fa bella quella parte ce- 
lefte, che in effe prima era dal fenfo 
mortificata  fepulta. 

Quefto é it Rogo, nel quale fcrtvo- 
no 2 Poeti effer arfo Hércule nella 
fimmita del monte Oeta; © per tal 
incéudio dopd morte effer reftato at- 
vino, & immortale. Quefto é bo ar- 
dente Rubo di Moife; le lingue d- 
partite di fuoco; Linfiammato Carro 
di Elia, il quale radéppia la gra- 
tia, e felicita nell’anime dt coloro, 
che fon degni di vederlo, quando da 
guefla terrefire baffezza partendo , 
ne vola ver fo in cielo. 
Indrizziamo adungue tutte 2 pen- 
heri, 5 le forze dell’ anima nofira a 
guefio fant ‘fimo lume, che ct mofira 
la via, che al ciel conduce ;  drieto 
a guello, | [pogliandoct gla affettz, che 
nel defcender ci eravamo veftiti, per 
la fcala, che u lV infimo grado tiene 


Lombra di bellezza fenfuale, afcen- 
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lezza; che net fecreti penetrals dt 
Dio fia naftofia, accid che gli occhi 
Sleds veder non la poffano. Lot 
quivi trovaremo feliciffimo Aiba 
at najir defidévit; vero ri ipofen el 
le fatiche; certo rimédio nelle mt- 
Series medicina falubérrima nelle in- 
jfirmita; porto ficurt{fimo nelle tur- 
bide procelle del tempeft fo mav dt 
quefla vita. Qual Nie adungue, O 
AMOR ina (20 hh te mirvtal, che 
degua pola? ta bel- 
hi fimo, bonifiimo, (pientiffina dal- 
la unione della bell leZ Za, > bonta, e 
Sapiéntia avi ina derivi; in quella 
fiat; a quella per quella, come AL 
cir ee 1b Ovni 
Ta dole cé fimo vinculo del mond 

mezzo tra le cofe celeftz, Le ie 
venue ; Coin benigno temperamento in- 
clint le virta Super ne al governo del- 
le infertort; %5 rivolgendo le menti 
di mortali al } {ito pr inetpio, con guel- 


amente a Aar 


lo le congzungz. Ta di concérdia u- 
nifer gle elementi: movi la natura a 


pr odurre, 6 cid che nafce alla fuccef- 
fron della vita. Tu le cofe feparate 
aduni; alle imperfette dai la perfet- 
tione; able difsimils la fimilitudine ; 
alle inimicttie Lamuicttia; alla terra 
a fruttt; al mar la tra nquillita ; al 
cielo il lume vitale. Tu ‘Padre fez 
de’ veri piacéri; delle gratie, della 
pace, della manfuete idines e benivo- 
léntia; inimico dalla riftica ferita: 
della ignadvia: in fimma princtpio, 
5 dogui bene. Et perché ha- 
hitar ti diletti il fior de zt bet corpt, 
eS helle anime; e di ta talbor mo- 
x 


fy. P 
Vy é 
JS? 


ftrarti un poco & gli occht, S ae 
menti ai guellt, che degut fon dt 

dertz; penfo cbor gui fra noi fis oe 
tua ftantia: Perd degnati Signor 


Audair 2 noft VL p v1 Cg he; auf “U0 di te 
Ce of oO ? J 


ones 


“Jements: 


IV. AA? 
dwells, which ftands retired in the fecret 
Temple of God, and therefore profane 
Eyes cannot attain the Sight of her. Here 
fhall we find the moft happy End of our 
Defires ; a Reft from our Labours; 
from. our Miferies 5 a moft 
ities; a 


U 
om the troublefomeStorms 


Tri 


true 


mott fe- 


iw tn 
IY ain firm 


cure Haven fr 
of the tempeftuous Sea of this Life 
What mortal Tongue, Oh! moft holy 


Love, can fufficiently proclain 
Thou. moft Beautiful, 


1 thy Praife? 
Good, moft 
Wife, art derived from: the nian of 
Beauty, Goodnefs, and Wifdom Divine; 
doeft thou ftand, and from this to 


this, doeft thou, as ina Circle, revolve. 


Thow art the moft Chain of 
the Univerfe, the Mean between heaven- 
ly and earthly Things; and doeft with a 
benign Temperament difpofe the fuperi- 
our Powers of the Soul to govern the In- 
feriour, and bringing back the Minds of 
Men to their Original doeft unite them to 
it. Thou in Firatony: doeft joyn the E 
Thou exciteft Nature to bring 
forth, every Thing which is born for the 
Support of Life. Thou uniteft Things 
feparate; giveft Perfection to the Imper- 
fect ; a Likenefs to the Un 
mity Friendfhip; to the Earth F 
the Sea Ca yt ; to the 
Light. Thou art 
fure; of Beauty, Peace, Humanity, 
and Benevolence;. an Enemy to Sa- 
vagenefs and Sloth: In fhort, the Begin- 
ning and End of all Good. And becaufe 
thou delighteft to inhabit the 
f beautiful Bodies and < 
aa doeft fometimes a] 
the Eyes I 
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Heaven genial 
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then to hear our Prayers; infufe thy felf /feffo ne z nofiri cuort, e col fplenddr 


into our Hearts, and with the Brightnefs 
of thy moft holy Fire, enlighten our 
Darknefs; and, as a faithful Guide, di- 
rect us in the free Way through this blind 
Labyrinth. Correét the Deceit of our 
Senfes; and after our long wandring 
in Vanity, vouchfafe us the true and fo- 
lid Good. Make us fenfible of thofe fpi- 
ritual Refrefhments, which enliven the 
Powers of the Underftanding, and per- 
mit us to hear that celeftial Harmony, 
which will fo tune the Soul, that it will 
not fuffer the Difcord of our Paffions a- 
ny more to prevail in us. Do thou make 
us drink deep of the inexhauftible Foun- 
tain of Content, which ever delights, but 
never fatiates, and affords to all who im- 
bibe its living and undifturbed Waters, 
a Tafte of true Beatitude. Clear with the 
Rays of thy Light our Eyes from dark 
Tonorance, that they may never more 
prize perifhing Beauty, and make us 
apprehend that thofe Things which we 
think we behold, are not, and that thofe 
which we behold not, truly are. Accept 
our Souls which we offer up in Sacrifice 
to thee: Burn them in that Flame of Life, 
which totally deftroys all material Drofs, 
fo that being wholly feparate from the 
Body, they may, bya perpetual and moft 
engaging Chain, be united to the divine 
Beauty, and being divided from ourfelves, 
we may, like true Lovers, be tranf- 
formed into the Object beloved. And 
being raifed from the Earth be admitted 
to the Banquet of Angels; where featft- 
ing on Ambrofia, and immortal Neé¢tar, 
we may at laft die a happy, and if I may 
fo fpeak, an ever-living Death, like thofe 
ancient Fathers whofe Souls, thou, by 
the moft effectual Power of Contempla- 
tion, didft ravifh from the Body, and u- 
nite to God. 


del tuo fantiffimo foco illimina le no- 
fire ténebre; come fidata guida, in 
quefto czeco labirinto, méfiraci il vero 
camino. Correggi tu la falfita de i 
fenfi, & dopo il lungo vaneggiare , 
donaci zl vero e fodo bene. Facci fen- 
tir queglt odorz {piritualt, che vivi- 
Jican le virta delV intelletto; & udir 
Pharmonta celefte talmenute concor- 
dante, che in noi non habbia loco pin 
altuna difcérdia di paffione. ILné- 
briact ti 2 quel fonte inefaufio dz 
contente22a, che fempre diletta,S mai 
non fatia; © a chi bee delle fie vi- 
ve, e limpide acque, da gufto di ve- 
ra beatitudime. Purga th coraggi 
della tua luce gli occhi noftri dalla 
calliginofa ignorantia, accio che pik 
non apprézzino bellezza mortale ; 
& condfcano che le cofe, che prima 
veder loro parea, non fono; © guel- 
le, che non vedéano, veramente fo- 
no. <ecetta Lanime noftre, che a 
te soffert{cono in facrificio: abbru- 
fciale in quella viva fiamma, che 
confuma ogni bruttezza materiale, 
accid che in tutto feparate dal cor- 
po con perpétuo, e dolciffimo legame 
sunifcano con la bellezza divina, 
& noi da noi fleffi alienati, come ve- 
rt amanti, nello amato poffiam tranf- 
formarci: e levandone da terra ef- 
fer admeffi al convivio de gli Ange- 
li; dove pafciuti d’ambrofia, e nét- 
tare immortale, in ultimo moriamo 
di felicifiima © vital morte, come 
gia morirono guell: antichi padri; 
L’anime de 2 quali tu con ardentiffi- 
ma virth di contemplatione rapiftz 
dal corpo,  congiungefti con Dio. 


Havende 












































Havendo il Bembo infin qui par- 
lato con tanta veheméntta, che quafi 
parea afiratto, e fuor di sé, flavaft 
cheto, & immobile, tenendo gli occht 
verfo zt cielo, come fitiprdo; guando 
la S. Emilia, la quale infieme con gli 
altri era flata fempre attentiffima 
afcoltando it ragionamento, lo prefe 
per la falda della robba,  fcoténdo- 
lo un poco, diffe ; Guardate M.Pie- 
tro, che con quefli penfiert a vot an- 
céra non fi fepari Vanima dal cor- 


0. 

i Signora, rifpofe M.Pietro, non fa- 
ria guefio il primo miracolo, ch’amor 
habbia in mé operato. 

Allbova la 8. Ducheffa  tuttz gh 
altri cominciarono di nuovo a far 
inflantia al Bembo che feguitaffe 1 
vagionamento ,; © ad ognun paréa 
quasi fentirfi nell’animo una certa 
feintilla di quell amor divino, che lo 
flimolaffe; e tutti defideravano d’u- 
dir pin oltre. 

Ma il Bembo, Signori, foggiunfe, 


30 ho detto quello, che’l facro furor 


amorofo improvifamente mha detta- 
to; bora che par che pit non mafpt- 
yi, non fapret che dive; © penfo che 
amor non vogha che pit avante sta- 
no feoperti 2 fuor fecreti; ne che il 
Cortegiano pale quel grado, che ad 
effo & piacciuto ch’io gli mofiri: © 
percio non é forfe bécito parlar pit 
di quefta materia. 

Veramente diffe, la 8. Ducheffa, 
fel Cortegiano non gidvane fara tale, 
che feguitar poffa tl camino, che voz 
gli havete mofirato, ragionevolmen- 
te doura contentarfi di tanta felzct- 
ta, & now bhaver invidia al gid- 
vane. 


Allhora 
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Bembo, having hitherto fpoke with fo 
much Earneftnefs, that he feemed. tranf- 
ported, and befide himfelf, ftood filent, 
and ina fixed Pofture, with his Eyes 
turned towards Heaven like one aftonifh- 
ed.; When Emilia, who with fome others 
of the Company who had been moft at- 
tentive to. his Difcourfe, pulled him by 
the Gown, and fhaking him a little, faid; 
Have a Care, Peter, left in this Mood, 
Your Soul alfo fhould be feparated from 
your Body. 


Madam, reply’d Bembo, this would not 
be the firft Miracle Love hath wrought 
in me. 

Then the Duchefs and the whole Com- 
pany began afrefh to prefs Bembo to 
proceed in his Difcourfe ; and every one 
thought he felt in his Soul a certain Spark 
of that divine Love, with which He was 
agitated; and therefore all longed to hear 
more of. it. 


Gentlemen, faid Bembo, I have fpoke 
only what the facred Rage of Love hath 
without Premeditation dictated, but now 
methinks it no more infpires me, I know 
not what to fay; and Love feems un- 
willing to: have his Myfteries difclofed 
any farther; or to have our Courtier 
advance a Step beyond where he hath 
been pleafed to permit me to direct him: 
Andtherefore it may not perhaps be lawful 
to-add any thing more upon that Subject. 

Certainly, faid the Duchefs, if the 
Courtier, though old, can walk the Path 
you have marked out for him, he may 
reafonably be contented with fo great a 
Happinefs, and not envy the Young. 
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The Way, faid Czefar Gonzaga, which 
. Jagd a teen 

leads to this Happinefs, appears lo ftrait, 
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hat there ' creat Danger of mulling of 
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I believe, faid Gafpar, that it is diffi- 
cult even ba Men, but impoffible for 
Women. 

Emilia replied with a Smile, Gafpar, 
you fo often return to your opprobri- 

s Jokes, I promife you I fhall pardon 
yOu no more. . 

I do you no Injury, Madam, faid Galf- 
par, in faying the Souls of Women are 


3 


not fo free from Paffion as thofe of Men ; 
nor fo much verfed in Contemplation, as 
Bembo afferts, it is neceffary for thofe to 
* divine Love. 


a 


be ott have a Relifh of « 


Therefore we do not readthat any Wo- 
nen had this Grace eenchtdua thee but 
many Men have ; as Plato, Socrates, and 
Plotinus, with many more: And fome 
of our holy Fathers, as St. Francis, on 
whom this moft ardent Spin it of Love 1m- 
preffed the Signature of the five Wounds 
of our Saviour. Nor was it any thing 
but the Pact of Love which could 
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inatch ot. Faui the Apoftle to the Vilion 
ats Remy ty», pay dope kee os ea ar sop 
of thofe Mylteries, which it is not law- 


ful for a Man to utter; nor fhew the 
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In this refpect, replie d Julia n, the Wo- 
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men are by no means furpaffed by the 
Men ; For Socrates himieit con onfefies, that 
all the Myiteries Of Love w! LIC h |] he knew, 
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med Diotima: And the Angel, who with 


cis thofe very Characters, hath done the 

ume Honour to a certain Woman in our 
. > r ear n hare ¢ f L t Y 
ime. Remember alfo, thar Mary Mag- 
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Allbora M. Cefare Gonzaga, La 
firada, diffe, che a gquefta felicita 
conduce, parmi tanto ertay che a gran 
pena credo che andar vi fi poffa. 

Soggiunfe wl S. Gafparo, L’andarvi 
credo che a gli huomini fia difficile 
ma alle donne impofstbile. 

Kife la S. Emtha & diffe, §. Gaf- 
paro fe tante volte ritor wate | al far- 
CL ingiurie, * ut prometto, che non vi 
ft perdones ra pin. 

Kifpofe il S. Gafparo, Ingitria non 
vi ft fa, dicendo che l’dnime dalle 
donne non fono tanto purgate delle 
paffiont, come quelle de gli huémini « 
ne ver fate nelle conten uplationt, come 
ha detto M. Pietro che é neceffario, 
C1 be fian quelle, che hanno da guftar 
Lamor divino. 

Pend non ft legge, che donna al- 

ina habbia havuta quefla gratia, 

mia si molti budmini; come Platone, 
Socrate, & Plotino, és molt altri: 3 
de’ noftri ttanti fautt Padri, come 8. 
F; ance[co, ad cu“ um ardente Spirito 
amorofo impreffe wl facratiffimo figil- 
lo de lle Cing VU piaghe. Ne auro 
che verti d’ amore poteva raptre dS. 
Paulo Apéfiolo alla viftone di quer 
fecreti, di che non é lécito all’ huom 
pai tare; née mofirar a S. Stéfano i 


: Peat 
Czels aperrz. 
+ 


no, Nou faranno in gu ofa le donne 
abo fi perat da gli hudmini; per- 
Soca ‘ate sfeffo coufeffa tutti ¢ 
fs . f 2 an : f . 
miftérit amorofi, che egli fa beva, éf- 
yi fiatz rivellati da una Aouad, 
ehami tay mend at (Pa ae eae h, 
che fu queia Diotima: & l Angelo 
- r» h Cc ; 
che col fusco d’amor tmpiagod San 
, j ; : 
LV aKCE fh 05 del L W210 ae [m0 Cavartere ha 
pyre ee l ng 
J ati 0 ancora adegne alcune donne a ‘la 


1 urvt vifpofe tl Magnifico Giulia. 
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v1, che @ Marta Maddalena furono 
rimeffi molti peccati, perch’ella amo 
molto: e forfe non con minor gratia, 
che §.Paulo, fi ella molte volte ra- 
pita del’ amor angélico al terzo Cie- 
Lo: e di tante altre, le guali (come 
hiert pit diffufamente narrai) per a- 
mor del nome di Cbhrifto non hanno 
curato la vita, né temuto 2 firatiz, 
né altuna maniera di morte, per hor- 
rtbile, e crudele, che ella fofe. Et 
non €rano (come vuole M. Pietro, 
che fia il fuo Cortegiano) vecchie, 
ma fancinsle ténere, 6 delicate; & 
an quella eta, nella quale effo dice, 
che ft deve comportar a gli budémini 
Pamor fenfuale. 

It §. Gafparo cominciava a pre- 
pararfi per rifpoudere; ma Ja S. 
Duchelfa, di quefto diffe, fia gitdice 
M. Pietro Bembo; e fitafi alla faa 
fenténtia, fe le donne fono cosi Capa- 
ci dell’ amor divino, come gli hudmint, 
0nd. Ma perche la lite tra vot po- 
trebbe effer troppo longa, fara ben a 
differirla infino a domant. 

Anzi a quefta fera, diffe M. Ce- 
fare Gonzaga. 

£, come & quefia fera, diffe la S. 
Ducheffa? Rifpofe M. Céfare, Per- 
ché gia é di gurno; & moftrolle la 
luce, che incominciava ad entrar per 
be fiffure delle fineftre. 

Alihora og’un fi bevd in piedi con 
molta maravigha, perché non pare- 
va che 2 ragtonamenti foffero durati 
pit del confuéco; ma per Péfferfe in- 
cominctate molto piu tardi, e per la 
loro pracewolezza, havéano inganna- 
to quet Signori, tanto che nons’érano 
accortt del fuggir dell’hore: né era 
alcuno, che ne gli occhi Jentiffe gra- 
vezza dt fonno; il che quafi fempre 
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dalen had many Sins remitted her, becaufe 
fhe loved much: And perhaps with no 
lefs Favour than St. Paul, was fhe many 
Times by angelick Love fnatched to the 
third Heaven: And many others, who 
(as I fhewed you at large Yefterday) re- 
garded not Life, nor did they fear Crof- 
fes, nor any other kind of Death, how- 
ever dreadful and cruel. _ Nor were thefe 
(as Peter would have his Courtier) old, 
but foft and tender Virgins, and of thofe 
Years, in which he fays fenfual Love is 
allowable in Men. 


Gafpar was preparing for a Reply: 
But the Duchefs faid, let Bembo be a 
Judge in this Cafe; and let his Opinion 
decide whether the Women are as capa- 
ble of divine Love asthe Men. But be- 
caufe this Controverfy may be drawn to 
a very great Length by you, it will be 
proper to defer it till the Morrow, 


Rather till this Night, faid Casfar Gon- 
zaga, 

And how till this Night, faid the Du- 
chefs? Becaufe it is Day already, reply’d 
Ceefar; and fhewed her the Light, which 
began to enter through the Chinks of 
the Shutters. 

Every one then ftood up aftonifhed, 
for they did not imagine their Difcourfe 
had continued longer than ufual; but ha- 
ving begun it much later than ordinary, 
and on account of their being highly 
pleafed with it, the Comipany were fo a- 
ereeably deceived, that they were not a- 
ware how the Time ftole away: Nor did 
any one of them find any Heavinefs in 
his Eyes, which frequently happens to 
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thofe who fit up beyond their ufual Time 
of going to Reft. 

The Shutters then being open on that 
Side of the Palace which looks towards 
the lofty Summit of Mount Catri, they 
faw that already a fine rofy colour’d 
Morn had dawned in the Eaft; and 
that all the Stars were retired, except 
Venus, the chearful Ruler of Heaven, 
which guards the Confines both of Night 
and Day; from whence feemed to blowa 
pleafant Breeze, which filling the Air with 
a piercing Frefhnefs, began to awaken 
the fweet Confort of tuneful Birds, in the 
murmuring Woods of the neighbouring 
Hills. 

Allthen, taking a refpectful Leave of 
the Duchefs, departed to their Lodgings, 
without the Light of Torches, the Light of 
the Day being fufficient: But as they were 
juft going out of the Chamber, the Lord 
Prefeét turning to the Duchefs, faid ; 
Madam, we willappear before our Judge 
more early to Night than we did laft 
Night, to decide the Controverfy between 
Gafpar and Julian. 


But on thefe Terms, reply’d the Lady 
Emilia, that if Gafpar fhall accufe the 
Ladies, and falfly lander them (as ufual) 
he will alfo give Security to ftand Trial; 
for I look upon him to be but a flippery 
Sort of a Gentleman. 


The End of the Fourth and laft Book. 


The “C OT RAL TEER. 


interviene, quando Ll hora confucta 
del dormire fi paffa in vigtlia. 

Aperte adungque le fineftra da quel- 
la banda del Palazzo, che riguarda 
Laltacima delmonte di Catri, vidde- 
ro gia effer nata in Oriente una bel- 
la aurora di color di rofe; e tutte le 
ftelle fpartte, fuor che la dolte go- 
vernatrice det ciel di Venere, che 
della notte, e del giorno tiene 2 con- 
fini; dalla qual paréa, che {piraffe 
an aura foave, che di mordente fref- 
co empiendo L’aria, cominciava tra 
le mormoranti felve de coll: vicint, 
a vifvegliar dolet concenti de z vaght 
augellt. 


Onde tutti havendo con riveréntia 
prefo commiato dalla S. Ducheffa, 
sinviarono verfo le lor flantie fenza 
lume di torchi; baftando lor quello 
del giorno: e quando gia érano per 
ufcir della camera, voltoffi it Signor 
Prefetto alla S. Ducheffa, diffe; 
Signora, per terminar, la lite tral 
Signor Gafparo, el Signor Magnifi- 
co, verremo col gindice quefla fera 
pit per tempo, che non fi fece hierz. 

Rifpofe la Signora Emilia, con 
patto, che fel 8. Gafparo vorra ac- 
cusar le Donne, €5 dar loro (come é 
cofiume) qualche falfa calinnia, effo 
anctra dia ficurta di flar a ragione, 
perché io lo allego fufpetto fuggiti- 
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Ii Fine del Quarto § ultimo Libro. 
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LLEM, facratiffime Rex, ut quod olim ad te feribendi mihi jucundil- 





fimum erat argumentum, nunc non omnino effet amariffimum, aut faltem 





nullam doloris & miferiz triftem afferret noriam; Malorum enim re- 
centium acerbam recordationem exulceratus horret animus, ac formidaty 








fed cum ita me tempus, & officium meum, dureque calamitates admoneant, pare 


dum effe cenfeo. Proderit etiam fortaffe turgidum ani 
confectus ftupet, hujufmodi narrationibus vexare, & qi 





licet acerbifimum cordis dolorem, iterato vulnere faucius, 
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rimus; Ipfe deinde, quam intrepide, quam conftanter, quam fancte diem clauferit 
extremum; multos veftratium forfan latuerit. 

Quedam igitur perfcribere conftitui, ~que licet admirabilia, nullam tamen nobis 
admirationem attulere. Siquidem fanctiffimi mores, integritas, fides, magnanimi- 
tas, totus denique anteacte vite tenor probatiffimus, laudatiffimum etiam finem, 
nec vitze difimilem pollicebantur.. Noftri omnes praeterea norant jamdudum, qua- 
lem in ipfis incunabulis indolem pra fe tulerit, eamque indies magis ac magis auxerit ; 
qualis in pueritia, qualis in adolefcentia extiterit: In illa enim ztate, qua pueri nuci- 
bus indulgent, litteris ac difciplinz militari incumbens brevi tantum profecit, ut non 
modo inter zquales & pueros, fed inter viros natu orandiores prodigii haberetur, & 
cum fupra ztatem faperet, non audebant homines merito conceptae fpei parent exi- 
tum expectare: videbaturque, nefcio quo pacto, imminere periculum, ne ingenium 
precox, & pene divinum, nunquam ad frugem perveniret, aut in ipfa floridiori zta- 
te emedio tolleretur ; itaque vere nimium vaticinati funt. 

Patrem enim annum agens decimum amifit; Patrem illum, inquam, Federicum,. 
quem merito Magnum ob animi magnitudinem & maxima gefta appellaverim, cujus 
preclara facinora totum orbem complerunt. Sed viri hujus laudes alium expofcunt 
locum. Bene geftarum enim rerum monumenta extant, & tot virtutes fama, perin- 
de ac debuit, illuftris fubfequuta eft. 

Hec igitur intempeftiva mors eorum animos percuffit, qui Patris aufpiciis Natum 
ad aftra tolli poffe confidebant. Verum continuo bona fpes conyaluit, que prius all- 
quantulum refrixerat: Apparuit enim fubito puer ingenio, prudentia, liberalitate 
confpicuus, erga fuos eque clementiffimus ac juftiffimus, omnibufque vifus eft pater 
in puero revixiffe. Admirabantur homines in eo, cum cateras virtutes, tum jucun- 
diffimam oris Majeftatem, quam intuentes amabant, & grata quadam formidine ve- 
nerabantur; talem igitur vivebat vitam, qualem qui maxime diis & hominibus gra- 
tifimus & cariffimus effet. 

Annum agens fextum decimum uxorem duxit ex illuftri Gonzage familia Elizabet 
Francifci Mantue Marchionis fororem, cujus eximii virtute, moribus, & pene divina 
pulchritudine maritus ab omnibus feliciffimus & beatiflimus habebatur: eadem feli- 
cifima ac beatiffima, que talem effet virum fortita. 

Verum, que mortalium eft conditio, tot bona, que nos diuturna & pene perpetua 
fperabamus, fors inimica labefactare coepit : Podagram enim incurrit anno zetatis 
{uze xxi; & quamvis palam id non effet, nec ipfe fateretur, tamen aliquantulum im- 
peditus, nefcio quo pacto pedibus laborare videbatur: Verum non ob id ludo pila, 
cujus erat f{cientiffimus, abftinebat ; equitabat precterea quotidie, arma geftabat, ha- 
{tis concurrebat ; atque haec omnia adeo fortiter, adeo fcienter, ut ad fingula natus vi- 
deretur. Neminique dubium erat, quin fupra omnes noftrz zetatis Principes militari 

difciplina, corporis robore, agilitate, atque equitandi peritia tunc temporis pol- 
leret. 

Nufquam gratius erat fpectaculum, quam illum armatum equo cataphracto feden- 
tem infpicere, cum haftam, cum enfem tractaret, cum fonipedem folo infultantem, 


inconcuflus ipfe, laxis habenis modo impelleret, modo compefceret, modo in gyrum 
fiecteret, 
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fle&teret, ac veluti alter Pollux corrigeret: Spectabant omnes, & admirabantur dul- 
cem oris ferociam, totum denique corpus adeo concinne compofitum, ut quicquid 
ageret, ipfum femper deceret. Statura procerus fuit, colore candido, ore non ad- 
modum pleno, fed forma eximia, & per omnes etates venuttiffima ; negligens tamen 
omnis lenecinii, & circa mundiciam & decentiam tantum curiofus, glaucis oculis, 
capillis aureis primum, mox fubflavis, iifdem planis nec multis, tereti collo, latis 
humeris, torofo pectore, caftigato ventre, plenis femoribus, tibiis autem decenter 
exilibus, timoris praterea penitus expers, atque animi invictifimus, adeo ut illi non- 
nunquam vitio datum fit, quod in pugna potius militis, quam imperatoris officio fun- 
geretur. Nunquam terga dare, ntinquam cedere, nunquam pedem referre vifus eft, 
cum fzepius inter cadaverum acervos ob fui ipfius vitam undique glomeratis hoftibus 
circumfeptus dimicaverit, occumbere tamen inter tot arma & inimicas acies ftrenue 
manum conferens.non potuit, ut fcilicet diris dolorum cruciatibus vitam refervaret. 

Infelix enim egritudo magis ac magis in dies ingruebat, nec multo poft evenit, 
ut penitus pedibus captus podagram, quam diu animi magnitudine diffimulaverat, 
celare nequierit. Sed gravefcente dolore omnia in pejus labebantur, vifique funt 
morbus, & adverfa fortuna foedus inire, virefque fuas omnes experiri velle, ut tot 
virtutes, & faeculi noftri pracipuum decus uno iéu profternerent; luétatique diu- 
tius.incaffum, nihil unquam de dignitate, nihil de animi magnitudine tot conatibus 
auferre valuerunt. Perftitit enim ad omnes incurfus vera virtus, nec unquam fuc- 
cubuit infracti robur animi. 

Nam (ut cetera omittam adverfe fortis vulnera) Valentinus ille ad omnium bono- 
rum perniciem natus, cum fe tantum Guidubaldo debere cognofceret, quantum nun- 
quam benefactis rependere valeret, dira regnandi cupidine, & fcelerum fuorum fti- 
mulis adjutus, cogitare coepit, quo modo iJli regnum, vitam, & fame fplendidifimum 
decus adimeret, feque illum tuto proditurum confifus eft, opinatus fore ut Guidubaldus 
nunquam illius infidias & fraudes timeret de quo fe tantopere benemeritum non ig- 
noraret: Cum igitur maximis ab eo Valentinus affectus effet beneficiis, majoraque e- 
tiam indies efBagitaret, haberetque eum prope jam in germani loco Guidubaldus, 
receperat, militibus, pecuniifque juvabat, hofpitio illum, fuofque omnes honorificen- 
tiffime fufcipiebat, nihil denique prztermittebat, quod ad vere columen amicitie 
pertinere videretur; hec omnia impius ile humanarum, divinarumque rerum profa- 
nator contempfit; clamque Guidubaldum nil tale fufpicantem adortus, regno expu- 
lit, fretus potentiflimi Gal/orum regis amicitia-, qui tunc cum magna manu faucibus /ta- 
i@imminebat: Item Aexandri SextiPontificis Maximi favore, ac monitis compulfus. 

Cumque Italie res ita compofite effent, neminem ex tot amicis Guidubaldus auxi- 
liatorem habuit, praeterquam Venetos, qui illi_pecunias, hofpitiumque exhibuere, be- 
nignum mehercule & tutum; Venetiis igitur commoratus aliquandiu, ab illo femper 
Senatu in fummo honore habitus eft. Interea Urbinates czeterique dura Valentini di- 
tione premebantur, .in elfque Valentini odium, & Guidubaldi amor equa lance librari 
poterant. Et quamvis jugum detreétare non tuto poffe videretur; Valentinus enim 
tunc temporis Dominus-rerum, Picenum, Umbriam,:Flaminiam, Ai miliamque pene to- 
tam occupaverat ; ab eo-tamen palam defecerunt, multos trucidarunt, arces omnes 
folo equarunt, afferentes munitiffimam fui cordis arcem regi quemgue cuftodire; Ite- 
Noon i rum 
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yum eos Valentinus opprefiit, & quos fub imperio poffe tenere non confidebat, fun- 
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ditus uelere 4 ogitavit. : 

Interea Alexander VI. mortem obut, ftatimque Valentinus regnum & male partas 
divitias amifit, Guidubaldus vero contra jus amiflas recuperavit, tanta non modo fuo- 
rum, fed totius /fali & jucund itate, quanta dignus effe videbatur. Occur 


pees 
anebant au ifpicatif 


: ° . 1 
rebant redeunti puerorum examina ramos oliv varum tenentium, canec 
{; ; ~ ere ant? "PMI ah 414 | 8 Zz + 4; ec roe ; ] “ 
imum regis aq iventum , occurre Danit tremulo oradu LONSeV1 renes pre fase id= 


infantibus, turbee acervatim cujufcunque 





chrymantes, viri, foemine, matres cum Intantid 
f ; ‘ {; fay W Itare + y > {ty re 
exus, aapelaties eetatis, pla v ‘debantur faxa exultare, & quodam1 modo geltire 

+ Pas Se : opal SPs e{t r Sad on ee «) SF, 

Deine de ae poft Guidubalaus perce reftitutus eft, fummus Pontifex creatur /#- 

; hominis prudentiam cognofcens, atque anim1 _magnitudinem, re- 


lius Secundus, qui hominis } 
nuentem & pene invitum, licet etlam toto corpore impeditum S.R. * [fanctee Re- 
mane Ecclefie] xercitus imperatorem elegit. Quippe qui fapienti ia & mentis con- 
vi corporis, epregia pope facinora non ignor aba . Hine ipfe 


emum ufque exerct it. 


Interea quam clara virtutis fue argumenta Precrenera es quomodo bonam omnium 


de fe fpem impleverit, longum effet referre: Non pretermittam tamen preeclarum 
illud magnanimitatis exemplum. Cum enim Valentinus in Pontificis manus devenit- 

fet, multique de eo poenas injuriis, quas ipfe quam 1plurimis intulerat, debitas Fiche 
Guidubaldus, cum in poteftatem fuam redegiffet, fupplicemque ante 
qua vi, quibus infidiis ab eo paulo ante 
uem capiti fuo infeftum avideque inhi- 


filio, magis quam 
oficium fuum fumma cum laude +) extr 


Biiiial 


contenderent, 
pedes haberet, oblitus quo ardore animi, 


peti itus effet, oblicus, inquam, {celetti sladii, gq 
sevaferat, non modo injurias non ultus eft, fed cum incolumer 


antem VIX eereque & 
humaniter dimififfet, ut eidem a Pontifice ignof {ceretur, enixe operam dedit, effe- 


citque. 
Plura dicerem, fed vereor ne animus tuus nimium illius defiderio accendatur, 
quem nobis impia fata, immaturaque mors fubripuere, « om Baga recuperandi fpem 
recidere; laetarer igitur, fi mens ¢ exuberanti dolore repleta lztitiz tantillum admit- 
teret, id fcilicet, quod olim fummopere cupiebam, non evenifie: Bene enim ceffit, 
am illum coram aut alloquutus es, aut vidifti: Segnius enim nec tat 


quod tu nunqué 
, 
Grmiter animos penetrant, que nobis per alios referuntur, quam quz oculis & auri- 


i LiL L 
1 re "pee oe = ; "es = — ~ ~ > : 
bus noftris fubie€ta ipfimet percipimus. Quam ineredibili amore igitur Eig Sy 
fF ‘ rr .. + > yd } 

profequutus effes, fuavi oris gratia, dulci collog lio, & ornatiffimis tit us, quibus 
x ~ > 
devinciri poteras, exactam rerum omnlum peritiam, quam admirari; /i abfentem €& 
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niter. tam honorimce a tua iviaj itate iuiceptum intellexiliet, dignitate 
a . ‘Tt shay . tm } . 7 ? \ ~ > 
munerious auctum, non poterat quin omnidus iumma hilaritat a caudio meas hift € 


de rebus jitter yftenderet Quid, cum reditum meum ex Brit unnia in ltaliam cog- 
joviffet? tanta enim affectus eft letitia, ut non deftiterit iteratis ta ae effagita 
re, ut magnis itineribus, quibus maxime poflem, ad fe contende! Angebat 
énim defiderio, cupiebatque perfcrutari fingula. Itaque poftquam ce Br 
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quid videram audieramve, retuli, tuafque cum immenfas & pene incredibiles virtue 


a 





tes, tum quanti fe faceres, enarravi, Diiboni! quam letus, quam fibimet diis Gmi- 
lis effe vifus eft, Regis amicitiam adeptus, quem ille ad communem hominum utill- 
tatem coelitus defcendiffe opinabatur? Itaque indies. eadem feepius audire expetebat: 


tum ficubi negotiorum curis ac la bor bus defeflus requiefcere volebat, in hos fermo- 
nes fe tanquam in ameeniffimum conferebat. feceflum. 


/, Wee (by 0 ga, £5 Pe T409044 On we tana Fang ksi PY a Geek ADEE m 
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cetui nulla ex parle diffimulandum, quem fi alic uando vidiffes, atque homini paulum 


€ + 4 
confueviffes, doleres profecto pine nimio. Magni imprimis confilii, iapeanaue pru- 
dentiz vir fuit, folus ex omnibus, quos unquam viderim, ad omnia quibufcunque 
animum intendiffet natus. 
Nam, ut omittam belli peritiam, magnanimitatem, folertiam in rebus omnibus, 
Ss 


dexteritatemque;. liberalia ftudia ab etate‘prima cupide femper ac diligenter exer 
cuit, utramque linguam pari (tudio feliciter excoluit; fed ae car une litterarum pre- 
cipuo tenebatur amore, ejufque lingua tam exactam adeptus erat cognitl tlonem, ut 


non minus, quam patriam in promptu haberet. Curavit voces proprits accentibus, 

afpirationibus grascanico more proferre. In adolefcentia affidue ledtionis fuifle 
seid tur 3 Bein autem tempore non: fatis multum, fed felici ac inexhaufto me- 
moriz thefauro juvabatur: Qua omnes homines, mea quidem fententia,. fuperavit. 
Qui cquid enim femel aut iterum audiviffet, adeo tenaciter percipiebat, ut non mo- 
do fenfum, fed & verborum feriem, ipfo quo erant ordine fcripta, memoriter continuo 
referret. 

Poetas fummatim attigit ; Virgilium tamen Homerumque familiariffimos habuit; di 
di figuras, lepores, variamque in eis rerum omnium fcientiam, maj ee tem, abun- 
dantiam, divinamque ingenii vim infpiciebat, exacteque pernofcebat ae admi 
atque adeo feliciter, omnia memoriz mandaverat, ut quodcunque ex ipfis carmen au- 
diret, caetera ipfe fub bfequeretur ad fatietatem ufque audientium: Poetas alios non 


Palghat: Ciceronis orationibus maxime obleétatus eft, Livii, Corn. Taciti, 





plurimal 
k 
3 


ads Plinii etiam quamplurimum: In grecis Demojtbenis orationt- 
y(oftomts Epiftolis Maeni Ba/filii, Plutarchi etiam fcriptis, {ed mo- 


3 t y/o fi 

ralibus pree pt ia “Luciani Dialogis delecaianie plurimum. Omnia hac mirabili quo 
dam & “pene incredibili Deorum munere. ita memoria. continebat, ut raro libros in 
manibus fumeret, fed ipfe fecum tacitus mente cuncta relegebat; mirumque in ea 
videbatur tanti ac tam acris inge snii vis memoriz conjuncta, raro enim conveniunt: 
Ante omnes fummo excoluit ftudio, PREP UR AE habuit Xenophoniem, quem & rps 
Sirenem Atticum appellabat, dulcemq' ue illius eloquii fuavitatem non minus imitatu 


rE 
eft, quam dilexerit; ita ut a nobis merito & ipfe Siren altera dici Bane 


Lil» 


it. 
Que otiefcunque enim de rey ioribus ac. magnis negociis coram primatibus fermo- 


nem haberet, mellito quodam lepore, ac fuavitate verba del Gather: cop ote acute- 


que ratiocin: ibatur; res oculis fubjiciebat nulla affectatione, aut m orofitate, nec ver- 
bis longe repetitis; fed quemadmodum feras Oe pheus & faxacantu traxiffe dicitur, ita 


fe quadam dicendivenere, innataque facilitate audientium animos demulcebat, quo- 
nue 





3 
cul 


ie voluiffet, impellebat, flectebatque. 
Fadem verborum gratia in domefticis rebus narrandis ufus eft, privatim facetiffi- 
1s, dicterlis totus Ganiens, comis-ac facilis: n men ut quifquam, ferio ant 
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joco unquam ab eo, vel adhuc puero, fatuum, aut inane verbum audierit; fed fem- 
per etiam, ut opinor, matris in utero fervavit illud, quod metro Grect vocant, dul- 
ci ac proprio oris fono pronunciavit : Aliquando tamen traulifmum patiebatur, pra- 
fertim in litera e. quam fepius difficili quodam conatu proferre videbatur. 

Hiftoriz talem affecutus eft notitiam, ut prope fidem excedat: Quicquid enim La- 
tinis, Grecifve litterarum monumentis traditum eft, viderat, ac memoria continebat: 
Urbes, quas quifque {truxiffet, aut diruiffer, reges, refpublicas, fucceffiones, bella, 
duces, philofophos, oratores, poetas, quo quifque tempore floruiffet, pictores infu- 
per, fculptores, ritus, leges, facra, mores, & hec omnia non Grecorum modo, La- 
tinorumque, verum etiam Hebreorum , rerum omnium denique feriem ita receniebat, 
ut annales ab origine mundi folus ipfe fcripfiffe videretur. Nec minus recentioris hi- 
ftoriz cognitionem habuit: orthodox fidei noftree, primitive Ecclefie, Grece, La- 
tineque ritus, inftitutionefque omnes fciebat exacte, Pontificum, Patriarcharumque 
ordinem ab initio, que quifque geffiffet in vita, quibus oblectatus fuiflet. Gottorum 
preterea, Vandalorum, aliorumque in Jtaliam incurfiones, direptiones, bella, obfidio~ 
nes, duces ad amuffim enarrabat, Imperatores Con/tantinopolitant quando maxime flo- 
ruiffent, quiReges Gallic, Germania, Hifpamie, Pannomieque: multa imprimis de fa- 
cratifimis Britannie regibus, de dignitate infule, de hominum antiquiffima nobilitate 
differebat: Sed’ pracipue de inclyta veftra familia, que quamvis tot (ut ita dicam) 
femideos habuerit, multos armis invictiffimos, multos etiam, qui vite integritate in- 
ter fanétos referri meruerint ; tamen a te uno ita illuftrata eft, ut quemadmodum folis 
lumen fidera obumbrat, fic pracipua virtus tua clariffimos reges alios minus claros 
reddiderit, & pene luce contexerit. Hzzc ille omnia in. promptu obviaque ha- 
bebat. 

Nec tacendum effe duxerim, quam admirabilem & pene incredibilemy cofmogra- 
phiz cognitionem adeptus effet; in ceteris enim alios, in hoc autem fe ipfum fupera- 
vit: Nam ut omittany, quam accurate, quam diligenter omnia fciverit quacunque 
Prolemeus, &° Strabo, czterique omnes litteris mandarunt, montes, maria, & flu- 
mina, regiones, urbes, atque alia cognitu digniora, nmiinutiffima queque adeo perfe- 
cutus eft, ut locorum intervalla, oppidorum:nomina, diruta templa, zdificia, fontes, 
rivos, & pene vepres virgultaque feire curaverit: Navigationes praterea, fcopulos, 
portus, littora, omnia hec ile enarrabat, ac firorbem totum dextra conclufum con- 
tineret, infpiceretque.. Infuper quid regni Turcarum imperator poffideret, Quot ur- 
bes, quot oppida, quot vicos, quibus nominibus loca hxc antiquitus appellarentur, 
& quibus nunc immutaverint ; Itidem de Su/tano, Mabumetanorumque omnwm origine, 
falfaque religione, Quis illis bellandi mos, qui ritus, arma, veftes, equorum, pedi- 
tumque ordo; tum fi qua inter eos preclara gefta extitiffent, aut dicta, proelia, vi- 
€toriz, omnia norat, Perfarum, Arabumque mores in pace, & in bello, Que fertilis 
regio, quae minus, quibus mercibus quaque abundet, & quibus commutare confue- 
verit. Sed quid’ fingula perfequi ftudeam? multo enim difficilius eft lius laudum 
exitum, quam initium reperire. Ego autem vel’ ob hoc me fapientifimum, & 
fumma dignunr laude exiftimarem, fi quanta ipfe fuerit laude dignus,. quantumque 
ceteris omnibus fapientia preftiterit, verbis tantum referre poffem, 

Verum ne quis reruny magnitudine permotus, me minus vera forfam referre arbitre- 
tur, teftor facros cineres, fanctiffimofque manes illos, qui mihi femper numen erunt, 

me 
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me non modo nihil falfi, nihil perperam, quod norim, dixiffe; verumetiam multa 
confulto fubticuiffe, ut procul a me omnem mendacii fufpicionem amoverem: Pre- 
fertim cum ipfe ab omni ambitione adeo fuerit alienus, ut non modo quze fciret, non 
oftentaveric, fed penitus diffimulaverit; Percunctabatur enim libenter, & que ipfe 
fciret; raro autem de his fermonem habebat, praterquam inter notos, & familiares, 
nec id nifi laceffitus. Quicunque igitur medullitus eum norit, me tanquam aridum 
jejunumque nimis in dicendo damnabit. Mirabuntur fortaffe alii, parvamque nobis 
fidem habebunt, nec id injuria: Ego enim qui femper illi affidebam, nec unquam 
digito longius aberam, vix mihi ipfi, qua viderem, audiremque credenda cenfebam. 

Cui enim non mirum vidert poterit, hominem gubernandi regni curis impeditum, tot 
functum honoribus, tam brevi {patio tantam rerum omnium peritiam adeptum effe ; 
prefertim cum maximis femper, & bello, & pace occupatus fuerit negociis?. Eodem 
enim anno, quo patrem amifit puer, & pene infans, iifdem copiis prafuit, quibus ip- 
fe Federicus pater pro Ferdinando Rege Neapolitano, Foanne Galeatio Sfortia Duce Me- 
diolanenfi, Florentini/que tunc confoederatis contra Venetos praerat, tamdiuque pro- 
vinciam hanc fuftinuit, quamdiu ipfi in foedere permanferunt. Deinde ab Innocentio 
Oéiavo Pont. Maximo contra Ferdinandum Regem ftipendia meruit; Paulo poft cum 
Carolus Gallorum Rex in Italiam trajiceret regenum Neapolitanum invafurus, ab Alex. VI. 
Pont. Max. & Alphon/o rege, Ferdinandoque minori in exercitus im peratorem invocatus 
eft, atque in ea expeditione, non minus ftrenue, quam fapienter, & militis, & im- 
peratoris munus exercuit. Florentinorum preterea totius exercitus imperator contra 
Pifanos multas fumma cum gloria pugnas pugnavit, Pifa/que in Florentinorum ditionem 
pene redegit ; Suburbia enim cepit, ibique caftrametatus, hoftem, quamdiu ipfe af- 
fuit, intra portas continuit. Rurfus Alewandri VI. & Ferdinandi minoris, Venetorum, 
Ducifque Mediolanenfium ftipendiis, Marucinos, Marfos, Precutinos, Veftinofque omnes, 
qui ab Aragonum fide defecerant, Gallorumque partes fequebantur, repreflit, Ferdi- 
nandoque regi debellatos reftituit. Continuo eum Alex. Pont. Max. Romam accitum’ 
cum Urfinis bellum indixiffet, exercitui praefecit; Ile autem. ea. expeditione Ur/ino- 
xum res adeo labefactavit, adeo contrivit, ut pene funditus deleverit. His ais Pe- 
rufinis ipfe bellum intulit, cumque jam ad victoriam tenderet Alex, Pont. monitis per- 
motus ab-incepto deftitit, honeftiffimafque pacis. conditiones. accepit.. Eodem. tem- 
pore Venetorum ftipendiis contra. Florentinos durum difficillimumque bellum eeffic. 
ec quicunque audiet, nonne opinabitur hominem qui tet res magnas in vita ege- 
vit, nihil aliud agere potuifle? Adde Valentinianas perturbationes, exilium, &tot ad- 
verfe fortunz vulnera. Adde atrociffimam incurabilemque egritudinem. 

Miraberis profecto tantam litterarum ftudiis operam impendiffe hominem; qui 
etiam foris tot praclara gefferit facinora; idque tam. brevi temporis curriculo: Cun 
enim deceffit non ultra trigefimum & fextum attigerat annum... Hujufque extremi 
temporis parva admodum ratio habenda eft. Nam adeo: dira. morbi vis invaluerat,. 
ut raro e lecto furgeret, & cum maxime valeret, fella veheretur, lectica etiam ali- 
quando; hac autem bona valetudo, cum diutius. effet, per menfem durabat. Dein- 
de agmine facto dolores acerbiffimi hominem agerediebantur tanta vi, tantoque furo- 
re, ut femper mors immineret. Rurfus paufam facere-videbantur, ut effet unde ali 
menta refumerent: Itaque alternatim eum quies tanquam miniftra doloribus laceran- 
dum propinabat, vigoremque fuggerebat, ut fcilicet auctus fenfibus dolorum atroci. 
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Ouos ille tamen tanta animi conftantia ferre confueverat, ut 
bere) Siete d Q . ¢; j Ae : 

raro in tam duris cruciatibus gemitum ederet: Sed natura ipfa dolor fuccumben 
humores permet corruptofque ad ftomachum demittebat : Hic ftatim foluto alvo 
febris fubfequebatur. Hec ille cum animadvertiffet, zegritudinemque fuam. eo judi- 
cil acumine, quo yi bed ageret perficiebat, exacte cognofceret (quippe qui me- 


cate magis gee 


ta 


dici & {cientifimus erat) mortem fuam adventare identidem affleverabat, nx 
1 animo perturbato, ea intrepide, leniterque, fermone tranquillo, & vultu hi- 
lari. 
Atque ego quidem ‘Mum nihil aliud exoptaffe contender rim, preefertim poftquam 
Francifcum Mariam urbis prefectum, fibique ex forore nepotem, quem ipte, si 


ms obo a ee er) hee ae Re ienasite PoINONe PCr, 
prole careret, in filium [giana heredem inftituit: Noverat enim ie cum m 
ecipue pere cifle, magnamque fe ab omni- 


ad pO} pulort um commoc di rem, | pra 
um, quod {cilicet.fucceflorem fibi delegiffet, qui in 


bus laudem impofterum habicur 
genio, liberali ts atque ani 
geftis apud omnes comprobaturus effet. 

Interea cum in ais deterius fe h aberet, Urbino difcedere conftituit. Itaque Lorum 
Sempronit Kal. Feb. fe contulit ; ea enim vite & coeli temperie; & loci ameenitate le. 
vamen anaog eeritudini a illat ura videbatur: Evenitque ut non multo poft aliquan- 
fammam nobis a ae foem preeftiterit ; quod enim maxime cu- 


‘liter miferi credebamus. Verum non diutius vana fpe delufi fumus : 
ruere coeperunt, fenfimque morbus invalefcens vires car- 


11 magnitudine maximam de fe fpem polliceretur, pa- 


trifque indicium pr¢ claris 


tulum refectus, 
piebamus, ss ie faci 
War ftatim omnia in pejus 
pere. 

Nos omnes Sfavi dolore hs erculfi atque animo fra aéti nil jam nifi_trifte meditaba- 
rvrore confecti dura fata egro animo verfabamus. Lleautem 


mur, lachrymifque & meet 
cum jam deficientibus eis letalem agnofceret Janguorem, ultro facerdotem vocari 
juffit, & de more delicta, fi qua erant, fneifime faflus, res omnes fuas religiofiffime, 


> 


conftantia,. ea fortitudine, & prudentia, ut 


nec minus fapienter co! spofuit, ea animi conftantia, 
sper is corpus dura proftratum egritudine jal im deficeret, mens tamen animufque 
nihil de vera virtute, nihil de ingenii sie ,e, divinoque vigore amififfe viderentur. 


Nos autem, ut ab eo mortis opinione: se ere amoveremus, {pe fimulata 


hec omnia deteftabamur, quafi properata nimis atque intempeftiva: Ille vero ad 
nos converfus, graves attoll lens ocul Quid, inquit, ‘mihi exoptatifiimum bonum 


tet 
~ 
fem) CO 
w 


> aS i 
invidetis? No nne ql licqu id me ab hac dolorum congerie atrocifflima: liberaverit, 1G 
f + 4 ~\1¢ (Ty 5 T+ ae ee | io) oe c ph Se ’ ~~. . af rari " 
optimum fateamini, necefie eft? Et cum rurlus paulum ct iticuiffet, ad me converlus 
Virgilit carm ina heec pene fubcinens; Dum hanc, dixit, vivo vitam, 
, 
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Fauiatim ifaque deficiens, coepit raru n ac difficilem | vem, fed quic- 
centi fimilis obticebat. Commovebatur tamen aliquant 1s df t cat 
imam uxorem reipiceret ; hija. CNW due noctu ait i icens, non pe C 
1 . ee tt i : 7 . ; , ’ . ¢ } 
ion aliquando lachrymis oculos iui ide ea tamen anim magnitua X 
lieres omnes non modo zequavit, verum | 
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identia, qua noftre ztatis mulieres omnes 
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peravit; introrfus fletum fupprimebat, & quibus maxime poterat verbis cogitatio- 
nes illius avertere temptabat: Sed cuncti jam vana fpe deftituti mortem lam, nobis 
infeliciffimam, Duci vero noftro optabilem, expectare coepimus ; quze fenfim fubre- 
pere vic debatur, ne fanctiffimam animam moleftia afficeret. 

Itaque tertio Idus Apriles, cum ipfe j jam extremam a ts Selah horam cognofceret, ut 

ungeretur de more fancte Matris Ecclefiae, rogavit, idque dum fieret, fuos omnes 
Fr ancifte Marie filio, qui illi tg ic affid: ens nullum ak officium pretermittebat, 
commendavit. Quzedam infuper d clementia, on ique erga populos mandavit : 
Quomodo fe omnibus gratum, am: abil ilemque exhibe Hort atufque eft, ut honores 
majoribus partos cum dignitate tueretur. dateninie lit preeterea, ut Elifabet uxorem 
fuam, quam fibi matrem indulgentiffimam regnique Bie hig prudentifimam 
teftamento relinquebat, qua maxime poffet pietate, profequeretur, illam audiret, 
plate crederet, poftremo in omnibus pareret, feque illi fllum preberet obfequen- 
ciMmur 

Mox i in illam (ut pepe aderat) oculos conjiciens, quafi abiturus ultimo digreffu, 
mandata petebat: Itaque cum jam obriguiffe videretur, dextram male fupponens, 
femet thoro ad zternam quietem compofuit intrepide; nec multo pott fine ullo ocul 
rum, aut oris motu, perturbationeve, hora noétis quinta extremum halavit halitum, 
adeo placide, ut qui aderant omnes, an adhuc vi veret, incerti effent. 

Hic vite finis fanctiffime, hic ria preclarifimi Ducis exitus, noftrorum vero 
malorum, & miferize durum initium: Subito enim tantas in lachrymas, gemitus, 
ejulatufque proruptum eft, ut domus tota ab imo everti videretur, immuiffifque hofti- 
bus flamma ferroque lares vaftari. 

Elifebet viri corpus amplexa, quo gemitum vocemque edere conaretur, collapfa 
eft, animoque relicta diutius nobis penitus mortem obiiffe meer: attulit. Nec 
defuerunt, qui utriufque funus pariter procurandum cenferent: Medici tandem odori- 
bus, multifque artibus fugientem revocavere animam. as la autem fimul ac loqui po- 
tuit: Quid miht, inquit, invifam hanc réeddidiftis vitam? At eodem tumulo, quo di- 
midium mei contegi Pai Nec mihi mors dominum meum, quz fola pote vide- 
batur, ademiffet? Verba hac, lachryme, finguleulque impedire, nec jam aliud 
quicquam audiri ee rat: Omnesenim pre dolore exanimati; ubique diram mortis 
faciem adeffe cernebamus, ubique g eemitus, ubiqu € permit spores flumina. 

Sed cum jam fatis debacchati paululum quieviffemus, defunéti corpus Urbinum de-= 
ferendum curavimus Iectoque impofitum fuftulimus. Sed quis ficcis: oculis:triftifiimes 
illius noétis meminiffe queat, amz sinioursccghie recordationem quis non horreat? 
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Comitabamur feretrum:furiereis fa bus longo tractu per agros relucentibus, audie- 


bantur flebiles ululatus vicinis montibus, eens tig int catervatim. agreftes incole hor- 
rifonis lamentationibus, waieeaba at folutis: crinibus' /mulieres. ejulantes, puert pa iffim, 
virginefque flentes, ipfe no@urne aves, nefcio quid moeftum’& folito triftius, con+ 
queri videbantur. Audite canes per tenebras 1 kt ilare ditum’ omen referebant, fyde- 
rum acies obtufa apparebat, omnia denique mortis, omnia horroris plena erant. 
Cum autem propius Urbinzim adventavimus, portis erupere omnes: Ibi duri gemi- 
tus, ibi itcerum repetita funduntur lachryme, tum mulieres ingentem tollunt. clamo- 
rem palmis pectora tundentes, excitum vulgus, attonitumque mixtim confluit, his 
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[ 464 } 
comitati fociis. Palatium ingreffi in Conclavi corpus cuftodiendum curavimus: -Mane 
autem palam in medio domus Garterii infignibus ornatum collocavimus. 

Ibi tum cives omnes mutata vefte, mulieres cum infantibus lachrymantes fpectatum 
adveniebant, ingemifcebant, multi fata deteftabantur, & pene fuperis conviciaban- 
tur: Nos ergo te, preftantiffime Princeps, tot laboribus, tot periculis, tot noftro- 
rum cedibus ab exilio revocatum, ab impiorum manibus tutati fumus, ut fcilicet in 
ipfa floridiori ztate extinctus, nobis acerbum vulnus, tuique amantiflimum relinque- 
res defiderium? At cum parentem tuum amifimus, noftrum, totiufque /talie pre- 
fidium, decufque, decennem te fubftulimus, educavimus, & pene finu noftro fovi- 
mus, ut gloriam majoribus tuis partam augeres, nobis vero preeftantiffimis virtutibus 
tuis non fine dignitate vitam preftares incolumem; at fpes omnes noftras impia fata 
radicitus fubfecuere. Hzec malorum.noftrorum folamina? Raptus es atrociffimis dolo- 
ribus, qui te viventem adhuc nobis fubripuerant. Hoc meruit tua in omnes incre- 
dibilis illa clementia? Hoc meruit inviolabilis juftitia, liberalitas immenfa? Tot vir- 
tutes praeclariffimas, ‘tot animi egregias dotes atra mors abftulit: Te nobis fata tan- 
tum oftendere, -ut-gravem jacturam cognofcentes dolorum cumulum augeremus, 
Heec atque hiis fimilia flentes gemitu, fingultibufque verba permifcebant. 

Interea.-facerdotes circunfufi moeftis vocibus de more Deo immortali fupplices 
fundebant preces, funerez: collucebant faces, ignibus thura cremabantur talibus of- 
ficiis totam egimus diem: Adeo ut nullum temporis momentum fine lachrymis 
abierit. » Hora autem noétis fere fexta corpus e palatio in edem Divi Bernardini, quam 
ipfe Dux extruxerat, delatum eft, ibique humatum. 

Qui autem planétus, qui gemitus pompam profecuti fint, que redeuntium voces, 
queftus, jamentationefque nec poffem nec auderem enarrare; ipfi Patricii, & qui 
feretro fubierant, exuberantibus lachrymis, fingultibufque impediti, confiftebant, la- 
pideique-velut obriguiffe videbantur. Vulgus autem attonitum infano agi furore, 
fic nobis tenebrofi, & fine fole dies iere. 

Celebratum eft deinde fexto nonas Maias preclarum funus, ac magnum frequentiffi- 
mo hominum conventu in templo urbis majori, cujus pavimentum, & quicquid cerni 
poterat, nigris erat conte€tum ftragulis, parietes facibus omnes flagrabant, ac pene 
incendio abfumi videbantur. In medio cenotaphium extruxerant cereis ardentibus re- 
ferGtifimum, titulis infcriptum, affixa circum vexilla atque arma, que ipfe gefferat, 
Intra autem lectus erat Garterii pallio firatus; quod cum ego ad ufus ferales converfum 
viderem, atque animo volverem dici illius imaginem, quo primum facris infignibus decoratus 
Dux invidtiffimus Fanta Letitia illud induerat, adeo commotus fum, ut nec lachrymas uberio- 
res, nec altos gemitus continere potuerim. Heu quam diffimilis pompa, quam brevis illa 
jucunditas quam nos pene perpetuam fperabamus! O duram mortalium conditionem! 
O vanas hominum fpes! Quem;paulo ante populus indies honoribus auctum gloriaba- 
tur, nunc extin¢étum luget, nunc trifti funeris honore condecorat. 

Aderat Franifcus Maria filius, Urbini Dux, atque almz urbis prefectus, fubfequeba- 
tur Federicus Fregofus nepos Archiepifcopus Salernitanus, qui fummi Pontificis perfo- 
nam gerebat. Czteri deinde confanguinei, familiarefque omnes ; Principum praeter- 
ea Italorum omnium, Rerumpublicarum, Cardinalium oratores, qui venerant, ut 
funeribus intereffent, moeftofque folarentur. Miferi deinde cives provincialefque, 


omnes itaque fordidati, qui aderant obvolutocapite, lugubri vefte humum verrebant. 
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In exequiis facra egerunt Epifcopi quamplures, tum facerdotes, pene innumera 
biles, qui flebilibus modulis,concinebant. Defun&tum laudavit Ludovicus Odaxius, vir 
fingulari doétrina, quem ipfe a teneris praeceptorem habuerit. 

Hec fuere, facratiflime Rex, quz inclito Duci noftro pro tet benemeritis repen- 
dere potuimus, hiis moefti officiis, his fupremis abeuntem honoribus profecuti fumus 5 
at lachrymis, mceroreque illius indelebilem memoriam sternum celebrabimus. 

His itaque peractis, convertere omnes animum ad Elifabet, que tam gravi perculfa 
vulnere, immanique obruta ruina, virl mortem, nec minus miferabilem vitam fuam, 
inexhaufto lachrymarum fonte ubertim deflet; nec ullum confolationis admittit genus, 
fed moeftis vocibus gemituque amariffimo, non modo animos hominum frangit, la- 
befactatque, fed & faxa duris querelis commovere videtur. Ipfe Francifcus Maria 
filius officiofa pietate atque affiduis precibus animi dolores atrociffimos temptat leni- 
re, fed quoties illam folamini, aut lachrymis amovere conatur, illa ipfi vehementio- 
res fui mifericordia movet lachrymas: Nil -nifi trifte loquitur auditve, obftruit aures 
confolationi, dolorque qui magis indies crudefcit, femper novos peremnefque in- 
venit fletus. Mirumque profecto eft, tantus ilius oculis humor unde fufficiat. 

Hec igitur mors infelix nobis, uno ictu virum prope divinum, uxoremque eripu- 
iffe videtur, que fola tali viro digna reperta fit: Nam admirabilis illa prudentia ; 
matronalis dignitas; pudiciffimi fanctiffimique mores, tot preeterea diving & pene in- 
credibiles animi virtutes, & quantas nunquam fortaffe temporibus noftris in alia foe- 
mina fuperi vifendas preeftitere, torpent, ac dolori acerbiffimo validiores adjeciffe vi- 
res videntur. Quas illa tamen, ut infirmas, debilefque nimis accufat, increpatque, 
quod fcilicet fibi vitam auferre nequeant. Eam igitur, poftquam aliter nequit ab- 
rumpere, acerbiflimam, mortique fimillimam agere conftituit: Itaque fordidiffimis 
obfita pannis, vultum nigro contecta pallio, {qualore, fituque confeéta, humi pro- 
{trata, moerore, lachrymifque tabefcens, & pene confumpta inedia in tenebris degit, 
claufifque fenettris invifum folis:arcet lumen: Nullam prorfus atro cubiculo lucem 
admittit, extremo tantum angulo ardens apparet parva admodum candela, cujus lu- 
men, & obtufum caliginofumque effe videtur. . 

Elifabet igitur deflenda magis, quam viventem amifimus, cum tot & tantas pre- 
ftantiffimas virtutes inea acerrimus dolor adeo opprefferit, ut his nobis frui non liceat. 
Guidubaldus enim e terreflri carcere, calamitofifque dolorum vinculis evolavit. An- 
guftias, labores, ad quos natus effe videbatur, effugit: Quod fi fola fortuna homi- 
hes (ut plerique autumant) beatos, rurfufque infelices, redderet, unus hic effet, quem 
merito pre omnibus infelicifimum appellaremus, cum illum fors adverfa tot ictibus 
contuderit, tot modis afflixerit, ut nec minimum quidem horz momentum in vita 
fine moleftia unquam tranfegerit. 

Verum infracta virtus difficiles vicit pugnas, afperrimas difficultates fuperavit; il- 
lumque ad omnes incurfus tutiffimo munivit prefidio, adeo ut nunquam fuccubuerit, 
fed femper invicto animi robore delores, humanafque. miferias contemnens, merito 
vitam feliciflimam, mortemque habuiffe dicatur. Quod fi piis bonifque diifedes non 
abnuunt meritas; eum jam mortalitatem exutum, zternam folidamque vitam adep- 
tum inter fuperos retulere. Nos vero affiduis confecti lachrymis, veluti bonam illi 
beatamque felicitatem invidentes, defiderio torquemur amariflimo, 
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Al Cardinal Bibiena. 


Reverendiffimo e Hluftriffimo Signor mio, 
O Vefto mio Siléntio di ah giornt non ff é fatto per pigritia, iad per altre 
at cagioni, che per effer noi flati 2 moto continuo, © non effer mat fucce- 
duta cofa degna d’avvifo. Hora ho da fare mténdere a Voftra Illuftrifima, 
& Reverendiffima Signorta, come quefti giornt adietroritrovandofi la Macha 
dell Imperatore in Lovania per andare in Aquiftrana a coronarfi; gh Elet- 
tori effendo arrivati inCologna, che é diect migla lontana da Agquifgrana, 
feriffero a fia Maefia, e le mandarono Ambafciatori, con farle inténdere, 
che in Aquiferana bora é gran pefte; e che perd la fupplicavono ch’ella vo- 
leffe eléggere un’altro luogo per coronarft. Ma iCittadinid Aquifgranabavendo 
meffo in Ordine le flanze, e fatte grandifime fpefe per le vettovaghe, e per 
le fefte, come accade, mandarono ancor effi a fua Maefia Ambafciator: a fup- 
phicarla, che non voleffe mancar d’andarfi a coronar nella lor Citta, comera 
al folito di tutti gl? Imperatori; e come era ordimato per le leggt dell’ Impé- 
vi0; ¢ che la pefie non era né tale, ne tanta, quale, e quanta aleunt la pré- 
dicano. La onde fia Maefta rifpofe a glt Ambaftiatori de gh Elettori, 
ch’ella non poteva contravenire alla Legge di Carlo Quarto; la qual ordt- 
nava, che gl’Imperatori fi devéffero coronar tutti in Aquifgrana. E cost 
L Arcivéfcovo di Magonza, quello di Cologna e quello di Tréveri fe wanda- 
vono dentro in Agquiferana con gli Ambafciatori del Duca di Saffnia, il 
quale reflava amalato in Colonia, e con quelli del Marchefe di Brandebur- 
go; e il gidrno feguente, che fi dr del paffato mefe a Ottobre, ufctrono 
tutti incontro a fua Maefta ; e avvincinatifi alla fua per fina un mexo tratto 
di balefira, diftéfero da Cavallo, e andarono @ farle riverenza; facendo 
b Arcivéfeovo di Magonza alcune poche parole in nome di tutti, le quali 
firon molto lodate. E per PImperatore gratiofamente rifpofe tl Cardinale 
Sal/purgo. E cosi ricavaleati gli Elettori, feguiron tutte verfo la Terra; 
havendo effi Elettori pin di Mille Seicento Cavalli, parte dt lance, e parte 
di baleftrieri: e quei dell’ Imperatore érano intorno a due mila, e tutti or- 
natifimamente veftiti, fi come eran anco. da 300 Cavalert, che baveva me- 
nato feco il Duca di Cleves, il cui flato, 6 molto vicino. E coftoro conté- 
fero molto con gquei del “Duca di Saffinia, chi di loro deveffe precédere; i 
modo, che effendo i giorni. piccoli, e havendo VImperatore cavalcato dopo 
definare, fi fece notte, che appena cra finita fra loro la contefa della prece- 
denza. Onde fe ne venne a far torto a quella pompa, la quale per certo 
afferman tutti, che Phan veduta, éfere flata la pin magnifica, e la pri bet- 
le, che fia flata mai fatta in quefta Provincia. L’Imperatore andava in 
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mezzo dell? Arcivefcovo di Magonza, e di Colonia Elettori; e appreffo fe- 
guiva V Ambafeiadore del Re di Boémia, co i Cardinali di Sion, di Salfpur- 
go, e di Crovi; efféndovi ancéra gli Ambafciatori di tuttr2 Re, Principt 
di Chriftianita; fuor che quei del Papa, e del Re d’Inghilterra, 7 gualt 
fi flima che non voléffero venirvi, perche convenendo loro d’andar dopo t 
Principi d’ Alemagna, savifdvano di pregiudicare alla dignita de lore 
Princip. 

Arrivato VImperatore alla Porta d’ Aquifgrana, gli venne incontro ab 
Conte Palatino, e cosi fi wentrarono dentro nella Citta, e andaron dirittt 
alla Chiefa di Santa Maria, ove fcavalcati, ed entrati dentro, L’ Imperatore 
fatte le fue Orationi, parld alquanto con gli Elector: in difparte, e pot fe 
nando alla Cafa fua. Il di feguente tutti fi ritrovarono nella detta Chie- 
fa; ed era si grande il concor{o delle perfane, che tutta la guardia dell’ Im- 
peratore, e della Citta, gli poteva a gran pena far flare tanto difcofto, che 
L’Imperatore, ed i Principe potéffero paffar oltre. Era im mexxo della 
Chie/a attaccata una Corona grandiffima, fotto la quale érano fief molti ta- 
peti, e quivi VImperatore fi gitto im terra; e vu. fiette tanto, che Ll’ Arct- 
véfiovo di Colonia haveffe fatte alcune fue Oratinui, Da por L Arcivefco- 
vo di Magonza, e di Tréveri levarono fufo VImperatore, e lo menarono 
all’ Altare della noftra Donna; ove !’Imperatore singinocchio, e fattt [uot 
prieghi, lo mendrono fopra una fédia dorata. E all’hora ft comincid a 
Cantar la Meffa grande; la qual canto V Arcivéfcovo di Colonia: e jinita, 
il detto Arcivéfcovo con parole Latine domandd all’ Imperatore cou alta 
voce, Se egli voleva mantener la Fede Catholica; difender la Chiefa; far 
giuftitia; fabilir ’Império; diffender le védove, 2 pupil, ed i povert: e 
fiualmente fe voteva render fempre Vonor débito al fommo Pontéfice. Al 
che tutto l’Imperatore rifpofes che fi: ed all hora due Elettors lo pigliarono 
per braccio, e lo condiffero alValtare, ove folennemente giurd adofervar 

utto quello che V Arcivéfcovo gli haveva domandato ; e indi Lo ritornarone 
nella fia fédia. Fatto quefio, L’ Arcivéfcovo di Colonza domando con chiara, 
e ifpedita voce ai Principi, fe volévano prometter fede, e eruith a Sua 
Macfta; e gli fr rifpofto da tutti che si, © volentieri. Ed all’ hora quell- 
Arcivéfiovo, dette di nuovo alcune Orationi, unfe all Imperatore it capo, 
id petto, i gomiti ignudi, e le mani; e cosi unto, V Arcivefcovo di Magonza, 
e di Tréveri, Paccompagndrono in Sacriftta; e quivi lo veftirono da ‘Dia- 
cono, e di nuovo lo ritornarono fuori nella fia fedia. EF, fatte di nuovo al- 
cune Orationi, L Arcivéfcovo di Colonia fi levo dall ‘altare, accompagnato da 
gli altri due Arcivéfeovi, e andando all’ Imperatore, gli diede in mano la 
Spada zgnuuda, e gli raccomandd la Rep. Chriftiana. L’Imperatore tenne 
un poco la Spada ignuda in mano, @ poi la rimeffe nel fodro: ed allhora 
L Arcivefcovo di Cologua gle mife DP Anello in dito, e lo vefit duna vefia Re- 
gale, pot li diede in mano bo Scettro, ola bacchetta, e iL Pomo, che rap- 
prefenta la figura del Mondo. Ed allhora i tre Arcivéfcovi infieme git mi- 
fero la Corona in tefta, e da poi lo condiffero all altare, ove di nuovo egls 
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iuve dt far POfficto di buon Principe. Poi gli Arcivéfcovi I ‘accompagna- 
lo mifero in una Sédia di pietra, che flava in luogo alto: E qui- 
vt £ Arcivéfcovo di Magonza in lingua Tedefca prego Iddio, che gli donaffe 
tanga e fanta vita, e gli vaccomandd sé fleffo, 1 fuoi Compagni, e tutti gli 
fiati, e Prinetpi del? lmpério: e fimilmente fécero ancéra i Canénici deliz 
Chiefa; t guals fécero L Imperatore Candénico. E fatte tutte quefle cofe, ft 
Comincio a fonare Organt, trombe, cornetti, ed altri Luftrumenti; & a farfe 
grande allegrezZa. 
_ Finita poi la Meffa, V Imperatore { communicd, e fece alcuni Cavalieri: 
it qual grado {aV. Sig. Rev. che fi dava gia in prémio del valore a coloro, 
che fi érano portati valorofamente contra i nemici, a quali folévano gli Im- 
peratori, 02 Ré cinger la Spada, e gli Sproni d’oro; ma hoggi, fe ufa, che 
fotamente toccando le fpalle d’alcuno con la Spada nuda, simténdono haver- 
to fatto Cavaliere. A tutte guefte folennita ff é trovata Sempre la Regina 
Margherita, Zia di fua Maeftad, la quale ha il governo di tutta la Fiandra. 
Pot che furon finite tutte le ceriménie in Chiefa, fe wandarono al Palaz- 
x0: Lt quale per certo era molto fuperbamente adornato; e guivi faa Mae- 
Sta defino in piblico; ove defindrono ancéra gli Elettori; non pero tutti ad 
una tavola; ma ciafcuno Elettore da per sé nella medéfima fala, effendo 
meffe le tavole da tutte le bande, e quella dell’ Imperatore in mezzo. Me 
quella dell’ Arciveftovo di Tréveri flava dirimpetto a quella dell "Impera- 
tore, che cos? dicono contenerfi nella Bolla di Carlo IV. Io vi fletti ad ve- 
der mangiare, come vi fiéttero ancéra molte altre perfone: e mangiando lIm- 
peratore, guez della Citta portarono un Bue tutto intero, arrofiito, pieno 
Paltvi animali: Del quale tagliarono un pezzo, e lo diédero a fia Mae- 
fia, ed il rimanente fad portato via dal populo; il quale tutto guel giorno 
fiette in banchetti, e in allegrezze; e nel palazzo érano molto ornatamente 
‘apparecchiate di molte ta'vole, ove fécero mangiare tutti quei genti hudmi- 
ni foreftiert, che eran quivi concorfi a quella folennita; frai gualt fui uno 
ancor 10, @ 11 nofiro M. Filippo: & per certo fummo tutti fi ben ferviti, 
che non ci parve differenza, in quefta parte, tra noi e ?imperatore, E 
tutto quel giorno nella piazza, fi una gran fontana, che gittava vino 
continuamente per ciaftbeduno che ne voleva; ed uwaltra wera nel cortile 
acl Palazzo piiblico. Finito il definare, PImperatore fi ritird in camera, 
e diede i Sigilli dell Império all Arewvefiovo di Magonza: ed il giorno ap- 
reo fia Maefta fece una folenniffima cena a gli Elettori; mangiando ad 
fiefa tavola con efo loro. E poi Valtro giorno Seguente, fe nando al- 
Chiefa principale, ove fa cantata una Meffa ordinaria, e fia Maefla 
volfe vedére e far riverenza a molte belle reliquie di Santi, che quivt fono. 
Trdale guali é una Tovaglia, 0 Sciugatoio, nel quale dtcono che fh involto il 
Salvator Nofiro, quando era in fafie. Dopo quefto f Arcivéfeovo di Ma- 
gonza andato All’altare diffe, con voce alta, che 11 Papa havendo approbata 
la Elettion loro nella perfona di CarloV. commandava che da quel punto 
iananzt dovefe prender nome d’Imperatore. E dopd tutte guefle Solennita, 
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eceriménie, gli Elettori ft partirono ad’ Aquifgrana, e fua Maefia fe we 
venuta in Colonia; ove noi Vhabbiamo accompagnata fecondo Ll officio noftro. 
E bierit che fu il primo di Novembre, fua Maefta ha firitto per tutta 
L? Alemagna, e publicata, e intimatala Dieta dell Império per li 6 dt Gena- 
vo in Vormatia. E quefio & quanto per hora mi occorre di far inténdere a 
Vofira Ilufirifima, & Reverendiffinma Signoria ; alla quale humiliffimamens 
te bacio le mani, e mi raccomando fempre in fua buona gratia. 


Di Colonia a 2 di 
Novemb,. 1520. 


Dil. Iufiruf, e Reverendif’ Sig. 
Humiliff: Servit. 


BALDASSAR CASTIGLIONE, 
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Alla Signora Marchefa di Pefcara. 


Iluftriffima e Eccellentiffima Signora mia. 
[2 non bo ofato guefti tempi paffati fertvere,. aV.S. per non effere sfor- 

zato a commemorare quello, che née io poteva dire, ne V.S.afcoltare fenza 
efiremo dolore. Hora che le calamita intervenute fono tanto grandt, che 
guaft come univer fal Dikivio hanno fatte le miférie d’ogw'uno egualt; pare 
che a tutti fia lécito, e forfe débito feordarfi- ogni cofa paffata, e aprire gle 
occhi, 0 almen uftir: della ignoranza humana infino a quel términe, che la 
nofira imbecillita ci concede, che é il condfcere, che niuna cofa fapémo, e 
che il put delle volte quel che a noi par vero, é falfo; e per contrario, 
guello che appar falfo, é vero. Percid, come io gia tenut per mortaV.S. 
nel Signor Marchefe fuo Conforte, di gloriofa memoria, cofe hera com pin | 
vero giudicio mirando, tengo il Sig. Marchefe per vivo in V.S. paréndomé i 
che alla virth delle divine anime dell’uno, e Valtro, fia tanto propria la vi 
immortalita, che bafi per rimediare, che it corpo da quelle habitato, fia effa 
aucor efente dalla morte: e cosi penfo che quello che infin qui tanto cz ha 
tribulati, fia flato pin prefto un foguo vano, che vero effetto. Scrivo adun- 
gue AVS. tornandole a memtria, ch’io fono filo affettionatifiimo fervitore, 
e.molto pitt che non poffo ferivere. Perd per fatisfare a quefio, e al chie- 
der perdono, fe par bifogna, del mio non haver fcritto a let infin qui, ri- 
méttomi a quanto in mio nome le dira il Signor Guttiere, é cost bafcio le 
mani diV.S. la cui perfona N.S. Dio-guardie préfpert, come destdera. 

Di Valadolit, alli xxv di 

Agofio, M.D. XXII. 
BaLDASSAR . CASTIGLIONE. 


Al 
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Al Conte Baldaflar Caftiglione. 


Signor Conte, 

() Vente maggiore é la difficoltd, e carefiza del tempo che voi havete per 
wl ferivermt, tanto pin mi fono grate le léttere voftre; perché pit cer- 
{ vo mi fanno del’'animo vofiro verfo di me; del quale fe ben mai non potrei, 
Pi ne fapret dubitare ; pure di quello che molto seftima, non fi pud mai havere 
tanta certezza, che non ft destderi haverla maggiore. Ringratiovi della 

fatica dello fcrivere, e della fperanza che, fecondo il creder voftro, mi date 
% della futuraTregua; la quale ¢ da mé eftremamente defiderata, si per Vuni- 
| werfal bene, come anco per honore di Nofiro Signore; ma a dirvi zl vero, io 
mh vt bo qualche dubbio dentro; paréudomi il tempo molto avanti: e fe bora 
Botti glinimici di Francia, non fono preparati a fargli gagliarda guerra, non 
i} wolendo ventre alla detra Tregua; non vedo, che per quefio anno gli poffa- 
no pia far danno alcuno: edeffendo cosi, bifognera fare la Tregua al modo 
di Francia; il che forfe fara difficile, 6 non farla: perche, non temendo 
fia Maefia di qui ad Aprile, tempo difegnato alla Tregua, vorra pit prefto 
mantenerft in liberta fua, e ftare al guadagno delle occafioni, che le puod 
portare il tempo; che metterfi in dbligo fenza neceffita. Ne credoche Sua 
Macta patifca mai; non effendo altrimenti sforzata: Che dello IlMuftriffimo 
Borbone fi facci mentione alcuna, dico in cofa, che gli poffa dar una minima 
attione allo fiato fuo; e quefto, perché penfo, che fua Signuorta, ne fia flata 
privata col giudicio e fentenza della Corte di Parigi, alla quale in Francia 
danno tanta autorita, e crédito, che non la potrébbono dare simile a tutto 
tl reflo delli Tribunali del mondo. E quando fe ne faceffe.mentione, le par- 
vebbe forfe pregiudicare in qualche parte alla detta fentenza, e dar nuova 
attione a Borbone al detto Stato. Potrebbe anco éffere, che per moftrare il 
Re quella fede in N. Signore, ch’io fin certo vi pud haveére, e per pin ho- 
nore di fua Maefia, vorra che Milano fia depofitato nelle mani di fua San- 
ita: e per conclidere, vi dico, che fe nel principio di quefta prattica 
ui nafce difficolta alcuna, fecondo il creder mio, non ft concludera niente; 
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Francia, che tl refto. Ben é vero, che Pautorita di Noftro Signore grande; 


e forfe chogw’uno di quefti Re fi Sforzara di farla condfcere appref{o di sé 
magguore: paréndogl: con tal mexo poter havere'maggiir parte nello amore 
di fua Beatitudine; dal voler della quale, e dalle forze ditende la frcurta 
di quelli, che fe ne potéffero pitvalére. Voglio anco dirvi, che gua Sin- 
tende per diverfe vie (non sd gia fe tutto fia vero) come il Re vi a 

one con grofja armata; e che havea compofte le cofe fite con Inghilterra: fe 
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e106 foffe, poca fperanza fi pud havere inTregua alcuna; ectetto fe tale pro- 
melfa non haveffe fua Maefia data a Noftro Signore, che. non gli doveffe 
mancare, fi come alcerto non mancherebbe: il quale defiderando la Pace, fe 
come fono certiffimo, che fia Santita destdera, facci ogni cofa pofsibile per 
afficuvare il Ré dell’ animo fuo; il che gli fara affai facile di fare :. altrt- 
menti io now fpero Pace. E fe voi dicefte, bifogna anco haver rifpetto a 
gli altri Principi; dico, ch’e vero: ma di quello, che Francia forfe per le 
cofe paffate teme, per le medéfime gli altri ponno flare affai ficurt. Oltra, 
che quelli, che hanno pid perdito, dévono éffere pit diffictli ad accordarfi: 
& ove ¢ maggior difficolta, quivi bifogna anche maggior autorita, per farls 
cédere: Se ben per mé fon certo, che il Ré non cederd, né laffara mat. Mila- 
no, reftandogli Francia; nella quale fono affat ficuro, che non puo patire 
alcun danno, effendo ifpedito dalle cofe dItaha. Ne poffi nou maravighar- 
mi affai, come quefit Imperial: habbino mandato le forze loro, © il ner- 
vo a’Italia contra il Re, fe da altri tanti non volévano, 0 non potévano 
dare gran difturbi a fua Maefia; ne fin qui intendo che im altra parte fc 
mudvino arme, ne che vt stano preparamenti per poterle muévere. Ma 


forfe PImperatore, ed altri cominiciarono ad imparar quello, di che not iw 


Italia, per difgratia noftra, fiamo Maefiri: cioe, quanto fi puod crédere a 
fuorufette. 
0 parte, che habbi in Francia, effetto alcuno; certo, al giudicio mio, molto 
singanna. EE fimilmente chi crede, che effo poffi. con Leffército, che mena 
feco, sforzare quel Regno. 

Ma perch io penfo, che prefio gli effetti faranno condfcere 11 vero, non 


woglio, circa cid, dirne altro: e dubito anco.a vot, Signor Conte, non haver 


detto troppo. Pero faro fine raccomandandomi fempre a Voftra Signoria, 
la quale prego mi tengh: in buona gratia. di Monfignor t.Datario. 


Da Garzano alli 7. 
ad’ Agoflo. 1524. 
Seruitor di Voftra Signoria 


In Vescovo pr-Batusa, 


Gata dratatatala daca 
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A Monfignor Vefcovo di Bajufa. 


‘o) 


‘ 


Reverendiffimo Monfigndr mio, 
y A fatisfattione, ch’io ho leggendo le léttere diVoftra Signoriza, é tale, che 
~~ targamente paga ogni fatica, ch’io piglo in ferivergli, e fa ch’io volon- 
tiert lafc1o talbor qualche altracofa, ancor che mimporti, perché ogni tempo; 
ch'10 [penda.in. quefto, paxmi bentfimo collocato. 


Che. 
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E fe alcuno ft perfuade, che Borbone poffi fare, con Lautoritds 
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Che V. S. habbia fomimo defidério, che la Tregua fucceda, e delle caufe 
del fio defidério circa quefto, fono certeffimo, © concorde affai con lei, e 
del defidério, ed ancor della opinione, che vi habbia da éffere non piecola 
dificolta: ma nelle caufe della difficolta, fono io forfe un poco diftrepante 
di giudicio da lei, e maffime che il Chriftiantffimo habbia da éffere cosi re- 
nitente, perché conofca VE ffército Cefareo non poter pin far effetto alcuno in 
Francia, perché il tempo fia troppo avanti; che fe lt Meft non mutano fla- 
gione, non sd perchée non piffino patir in Provenza, che affai temperata 
regione, gli Italianz e Spagnuoli al Settembre, quello, che li Francefi, 
Svizzerit hanno patito in Lombardia piena di Ghiaccio, di neve ai No- 
vembre. Et effendo cosi, non mi pare, che ilChriftianifiimo poffi effer tante 
ficuro, almeno per la qualita del tempo, come Voftra Signoria dice, di ricé- 
vere qualche detrimento in tutto quefto anno: e penfo, che pik prefio fua 
Maefia fi confidara delle fue forze, che del tempo; le quali benche sitano 
grandt, & che il trovaruifi ancor la perfoina fua propria, fia di grandiffime 
momento. None ancor dz poco momento haver gli inimict in cafa; i qual 


fempre fono pit valenti in paefe forefizero, che nel fuo. Oltre le altre diffi- 


colta, che ft hanno dalle guerre intrinfiche, come la difficolta del cavar de- 


nari dai pépuli, che véggono t nimici vicini, e maffime quando fono effa- 
ufii, zl non effer affuefatte alle calamita della guerra, come hora fonoz populi 
dt Francia; le fofpitioni, che ponno nafcere a fua Maefta ancor di guellz, 
che foffero fideli, e molti altri rifpettz; li quali tutts Vofira Signoria co- 
nofee molto meglio dime. Pero non fara forfe cost ragionévole, che’l Chri- 


ftiantffimo non afcolti chi gh parlera della Tregua; © ftabilifca cosi ferma- 


mente Lanimo fuo a non volere che ft faccia mentione dt Borbone, % che 
Jo flato di Milano fi depdfitt in mano di N. Signore; perchée faa Maefia, at 
parer mio, doverta contentarfi di guefte conditiont, fe haveffe vinta la Guer- 
va pafjata, © foe patrone di Milano: ma effendo fiato 11 fuccef{o tale,come e, 
farebbe par firana cofa, che lL Imperatore non conofceffe haver havuta la vit- 
‘toria. Perd dubito, che pid prefto le difficolta faranno dal canto di fia 
Maefia, che dal Chriftianiffimo. Neé-sd come Cefare poffa, fenza molta nota 
d’infiimia, abbandonar Borbone: né come debba confentire, che fi deponga 
Milano; il diritto dominio del quale, fenza controverfia, sappartiene a lui, 
€§ 2 Jui fd darlo ad attri. Ne infin qui veggo neceffita, che coftringa a 
fopportar cofa, che ght dia carico: §& fe Francia non ha da temére che pir 
ha gb imimice pit lontant, cheb Chriftianifimo; © li fuccelft delle fuerre 
fono, come Phabbiamo veduto fempre incerti; pur La Speranza di vittoria, 
credo io, che quanto é pin propinqua, tanta pid faccia gli hudmini renitenti 
ad abbondonar le imprefe. Dell’ animo di Noftro Signore, che fia volto alla 
pace, © tranquillita univer fale, [en za alcun fio difegno, 0 intereffe parti- 
colare; fono certo, che fua Santita ne fara sempre Liocramente, con ognz 
fincerita tutti quelli teflimdnit, e quelle ficurezze, che fara pofstbile ad 
‘imaginare : E di quefio non € dubbio; e procurera ds tenére la bilancia 
giufla, e fare, che Francia per le cofe paffate non habbia da temer pin del 
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vagionévole, né gti altri afficurarft pia del ragionévole. Now sd gia come 
Voftra Signoria intenda quello, che la dice, che chi ha perdito, deve effer 
pin difficile ad accordarfi; che fe Vaccordo portalfe feco diminuimento d’bo- 
nore, 0 a’ utile troppo notabile al vincintore; credo che quefia régola non 
feguitaria: pir di quefio non ofaré: 10 affermare cofa alcuna; ne dir altro, 
fe non che sdcerto, la mente, e defidério di N. Signore effer bontffimo, © vol- = 
to totalmente alla pace. Quello, che habbia poi da firccédere, Dio lo fa; & 
quando fua Santita havra fatto in quefto cid che a ler fara pofsibile, havra 
pagato il débito fuo; e lafciera, che Dio la governt, © ogn’uno havera da 
crédere, che lui folo, 6 nou configlto Lumano glt habbia & dar quel fine che 
gli piacera; e quella é la vera prova di thi ha penfato bene, guando Dio 
feconda, 5 profpera li defidérit, e attioni di chi fi fia. Pero ancir che a 
me pareffe, che la venuta del Chriftianifimo in Italia dopo Valienatione det- 
li Signori Venetiani per raggion naturale non foffe ben intef2; pure non 
maficurat a2 créderlo, fin che non ne vidi Véfito; cost adeffo ancor non sd 
che dire dell’ Efército Cefareo, jin che non fi vede il fine. Parmi ben di 
condfcere, che, e la venuta dell’ effército del Chrifizant {fimo in Italia, & L’ef- 
fervi flato tanto con tanta rovina, e danno della povera Lombardia, e pericolo 
di peggio, procedeffe in granu parte dall’autorita ed intereffe, che vi havé- 
vano li fuor ufcitz ; 2 guali tutti infieme non credo che importaffero tanto 
in Lombardta, quanto importa Moufignor di Borbone folo in Francia: Pir 
non fi flara cent anni a vederne Véfito. 

Conofto che V.S. ha voluto fiemolarmt, acczo che 10 non gli firiva, come é 
mio confueto, cost breve, pero to la ho voluta fatisfare: e fe pit carta vi 
folfe, feriveres ancor pit; non per contradirle, ma per obedire ancor allt 
fuor tacitt commandamentt, cosi le bacto le maui, © sempre mi raccomando. 
Monfignoir Datari, il quale ba letta la léttera diV_S. ma non quefta rif- 
pofta, molto fe le raccomanda. In Roma allir18 d’ Agofto.1524. 

La partita mia fara ad ogui modo al principio dell altro. 


Di Vofira Signoria, Fratello, e Servitore. 


Ba. CASTIGLIONE. i 
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Al Signot Mat chefe del Vaitco. 


Iuftriffimo e Eccellentiffimo Signore mio. 
Redo che Vofira Signoria dopo Vhavermi feritto una fia di witit. di 
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Febraro, non feriveffe pit inanzi la battaglia, che fu allt xxiii. cost 
guella gloriofa mano, che poco prima sera affaticata in farmi gratia chie 
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mofa V itt Orta che ha ofcurata la luce di tutte UValtre fatte di qua a gran 
tempo. Perd tanto ne ringratio noftro Signor Dio, quanto é el pracer ch’io 
Ue Sento ; chen on 50 ¢ lare maggior comparatione : e allegromi, che z pit bo- 
norati Cavalieri del mondo hanno cdufa di tener invidia a Voftra Signoria: 
e che non f ban cute effa, mentre che vive, ma pot che fara morta, vivera 
ANCOVA, @ ¢ dare iz ndore a chi da let havera dipendenza. Si che torno di 
HU0VO AY ied grart 1 con me fieffo del haver fag guel giudicio di Vofira S2- 
enor 24; che eff cosi bene ha comprobato con l’épere. Bacio le mani, e Ja 


certifico che non tte ne pin affettionato fervitore dime. Nofiro Signor Dio 
guardi e pi bpp ert fua eccellente perfona. 


In Madrit, alli xxiifii. di 
Marzo, MDXXV. 
BALDASSAR DA CASTIGLIONE. 
er oretororerctorororeretororerarot oferoroteroroterstorororot ores 


Alla Signora Marchefa di Pefcara. 


Tluftriffima Signora mia. 


J Avendo cos? ragienevol caufa di fare teftiménio del piacére, che io fen- 

4 to per li pr Ofperi e gh gloriofi fucceffs dello Illuftviffimo Signor {uo 
Con forte; fino flato in opinione far altro términe che’lo ferivere, paréndomi 
che quefio fia cofa troppo commune, e che fi ufa ancir in molto minor alle- 
Erez ; maffime non fapendo io far dz modo che habbia in sé alcuna fingu- 
barita fuor delle altre. Molti altri fegni ancor, come far fuochi, fefte, 
foni, canti, ed altri tali dimofirationt , per ragionévolt rifpetts mi fono 
parft affai minort che it concetto dell’ animo mio. ‘Perod fonomi pir tornato 
allo [crivere, confidatomi che V. Sig. débbia vedere quello ch’1o ho nell’ animo, 
ancor che le parole non lo efprimino; che, fe havendo V.S. havuto defide- 
vio che qualchuno Scriveffe 11 Cortegiano, finza chella me lo diceffe, par 
accenaffe, Lanimo m10 come prefago, e proportzonato 10 qualche parte a fer- 
vi lay cost comeffa a commandarmt, lo intefee conobbe, fut obedientiffimo 
a guefio fuo tacito commandamento; non ft, pe 0 fe non penfare che Vanimo 
fio medefimamente debba intendere quello ch ch’1o penfo, e non dico; e tanto 
pil ¢ sesalv A ute, quanto che quelli fublimi [pirite delVingegno [uo divino 
peonetrana pit che alcuwaltro intendimento humano alla cognitione a’ognt 
cofa, ancor alli altri incognita. ‘Perd della fatisfatione cho fento del con- 
tent 0 fino, © della famofi gloria del Signor fuo Conforte, il quale trionfa 
di due tanto eccellenti vittorie; e della fer ith mia ver fo lez, le fupplico a 
dimandarne a fe flefa, ea fe “fel Wildeb 1a perche fono certo che a fe 
feliz now mentira di quello che non filamente effa, ma tutto il mondo vede 
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trafparere nell’ animo mio, come in criftallo puriffimo. Cosz refio baftiane 
do le mani, &5 raccomandomele humilmente in buona gratia. 
In Madrit, alli xxi. di 
Marzo, M.D.XXV. 
BALDASSAR DA CASTIGLIONE. 
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Alla Signora Contefla della Somaglia. 


BEX mi obligava la virti e gentilexzza diVofira Signoria a tencre conte- 
nua memoria di lei, e defidério di fervirla; ma la cortesta amorévole, 
chella ufa verfo di mé nella fua di xxviii. d’ Aprile, mi lega tanto pity 
quanto to mi fento manco meritarla: perché in vero la fortuna in queflos 
come in molte altre cofe, mi é flata affat avuerfa, non mi offerendo mat oc- 
cafione di fervirla; che fe in mia conferénutia mi conofcefft meritare tanta 
benivolenza, quanta ella mi offerifce, pareriamt bavere minor carico fipra 
le fpalle: par io fon contento di quefia mia obligatione, confidaudome che 
sto non potrd pagare tanto débito, V.S. mi rimettera quella parte di che 
la mia poverta mi efcufa. Il Libro mio defidero 10 pia che V.S. lo vegga 
cheffa di vederlo: e fe fuffi flato infin qui in Italia, di gia Vhaverebbe ve- 
duto. Ma il longo viaggw wha difturbato da quefia, e da molte alire cofe. 
Afpettolo a’Italia da certi miei amici, che Vhanuo nelle mani: © haviitolo 
procurerd, che fe ne faccino tanti, cheV.S. poffa fartisfarfene: ed ame fara 
molta gratia poter parlare con Let, fiandole ancor tanto lontano, come hor 
mi trovo con fperanza di parlare pik vicino. Della Signora Beatrice fia 
figlinola, non dird io altro, fe non ch’é ragione clio gli fia molto affettio- 
nato fervitore, come di verita le fono: perche alle eccellentiffime fue con- 
ditions naturali, e accidentali, fi aggiungono li mériti di V.S. che la 
fanno pit degna d’effere fervita, per effer figliuola di tal madre, cos? come 
woftra Signoria effa ancor affai guadagna per effere Madre di tal fighiuola. 
Perd la prego a certificarla di quello che effa per sé ftefa non pud faperes 
per non havere altra notttia di me, che quella cheV.S. gli puod dare; ctoe, 
che 10 fono molto affettionato alla fua gentilifima e virtuofa bcllezza, per- 
ché sd che i belli [piriti, habitano It bells corpi. Cofr piaccia 4 Dio ch’io 
puja fervirla. Del tener meméria di Voftra Signorta, e della Signora 
Beatrice non mérito ringratiamento; perché lo faccio con tanto mio piacere, 
che fe in quefto haveffi fatica alcuna, il mio penfier proprio, ben fi paga 


4 


con tal membria. A Puna, e Valtra, baftio le mani, fupplicandole @al- 


cune léttere, che tenerolle per molto refrigerio nelle fatithe mie dz qua. 
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E fe nelle lettere di V.S. fara qualche linea di mano della Signora Rabbiz 


J 


7 . . x 
WA, pareramini gratia grande per me. 


In Toledo, alli xvi di 


“Seen, AA y  Y Var 
Glugno, M.D.XXV. 


BALDASSAR DA CASTIGLIONE, 
ENS NI SONORAN AGH TONG HES HIGHEST NIM NSO HE IEEE END: GNSS RNIN 


Al Protonotario Gambaro. 


Reverendo e Illuftre Signor mio. 

ya Signor Audttore della Camera, mt ha dato le léttere diV.S. le quali, 

ancor che brevt, bo vifte molto volontieri, per faper della falute di quel- 
la, della gual aucéra a@ bocca il prefato Signore mi ha certificato, Ne ad 
altro fine gli fcrivo 20 la prefente, che per fargl: fapére tl medéfimo di. me. 
Dells particolari appartenenti a quefio zmportante negotso della pace, ¢ hor 
fi tratta, non mi occorre tampoco dir cofa alcuna, perché queftt Signort Am- 
bafciator: del Sereniffimo d’ Anglia, sd che ferivono diffufamente,.e che V. 
Signoria zntendera il tutto. Piacciaa Dio, che in una, 0 Valtra parte 
fucceda quello, che ogni buon Chriftiano é obligato a defiderare. N.S. defi 
derosiffimo della pace, ha mandato ancéra qui in I{pagna amplo poder per 
concliderla, enon ad altro fine, fe non perchée fe in un luogo fi trova aiffi- 
colta alla conclufione, nellValtro forfe fi trovera pik aperto-il camino; & 
cosi fi pigliera, dove fe ne vedra apparecchio, e commodita maggiore: cer- 
to éche N.S. fempre fara fatisfattifjimo, che quel Serenifimo Re, © it 
Reverendiffimo Monfignor zl Cardinale la trattino, © la conclidino fel fi 
potrd, e nelli Mandati, che fono venuti da Roma, fe ne vede buon teftime- 
n10, per ba mentione che fi fa di fua Serenita. Altronon moccorre che 
dire; fe non cheaV.S. fempre di cuore mi raccomando. 

Da Vagliadolit, penult, 

Genaro, 1527. 


Come obfequente fratello, 


BALDASSAR CASTIGLION#; 
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ER RICE RIO ROUTE MA IIR NICER ICS ANSE MERA IR CR et 


Al Protonatorio Gambaro. 


Molto Reverendo, e Illuftre Signore. 
ER la qui alligata mia vedra V. Signoria quello ch’io gli feriffi Valtro 
giorno; ma per non cz effere flato dato licenza, non fi mando la lettera, 
ehora mando, econ effa un plico per il Reverendiffimo Legato in Francia:. 
Vofira Signoria mi fara fmgolar gratia, guando pin prefto potra, imviar- 
lo, ed’avifarmi della ricevuta. 

Lo feriverer qualche cofa di pin, sto fapeffi, che Vofira Signoria haveffe 
la cifva, che haveva il Protonotario da Cafales; benche pin havrei da di- 
mandargli,. che da dirgli, che qui le-nofire cofe fono affat publiche; deside- 
x0, chella mi faccia inténdere, come ancor per altre mie gli ho feritto, 
sella ha quella Cifra; perche molte volte potria occérrere la neceffita dz 
fervirfi, 0 di quella, 0 d’altra; non dird pin, fe non che aV. Sig. quanto: 
pin poffo.di cuore mi.raccomando, e offero fempre. 

Di Vagliadolit, alli ii. 
di Febraio, 1527. 


Di V. Sig: Come obfequente fratello, 
BALDASSARE CASTIGLIONE. 


$. 
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Alla’ Marchefa di Pefcara. 


Uluftriffima Signora. ue 
O fon molto obligato al Signor Giovan Tomafo Tucca; it quale é frato 
caufa cheV.S. wm’ habbra fatto gratia di fue lettere; lo qual io tengo in 
molto, e cofe ¢ ragione che io lo tenga, poi che con tante mie non bd potuto 
mat cavare una rifpofla, ancir che im diverfi propéfiti habbia feritto. Vero 
é che non era conveniente che V.S. mi ftriveffe, fe con quella f{crittura non 
mt commandava qualche cofa. Hora io fard per il Signor Giovan Tomafo 
guanto fara in poter mio, per commandarmelo vofiva Signoria, per Lamor 
fraterno che a lui tengo. Che'l Signor Guttierez habbia feritto é Voftra 
Signoria che 10 mi lamenti di lei, non mi maraviglio, perché in vero gia mi 
lamentaz con let medefima con una mia léttera infino dalle montagne di 
Francia, quando venivo in Hifpagna: E chi prima mi fece accorgere che 
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ne tenevo caufa, fi il mio Signor Marchefe del Vafio; il quale mi moftro 
una léttera dt vofira Signoria, dove effa medtfima confefjava il furto del 
Cortegiano: la gual cofa to per all’hor tenni per fimmo favore, penfandomi 
che Phaveffe dareftare in fua mano, e ben cuftodtto, fin che da mé gli faoffe 
aperta cosi honorata prigione. In ultimo feppi da un gentilhuomo Napoli- 
tano, che bor ancor fi trova inIfpagna, che alcuni fragmenti del povero 
Cortegiano érano in Napoli; ed effo gli havea veduti in mano di diver fe 
perfone: delle quali chi lo havea cost publicato, diceva haverlo havuto da 
VS. Délfemi un poco, come padre che vede il figliuolo mal trattato : pur 
dando poi luogo alla ragione, conobbi che li méritz fuot nom érano degni, che 
a’effo fi tenelfe maggior cura; ma come aborttvo foffe laffato nella firada a 
beneficio di natura: e cosi veramente mi deliberai di fare, paréndomi che, 
fe qualche cofa nel Libro era non mala, doveffe per éfferfi veduta cosi in- 
compofitaménte, haver acquiftato molta diferatia nella opinione delle per- 
Sone; e non baftare pia diligenza alcuna per dargli ornamento, poche era 
flato privo di quello, che forfe folo havea da principio, che é la novita. E 
conofcendo quello che VS. dice, che la caufa del mito lamento era molto frt- 
vola; deliberai, fe non potevo reftar di dolérmene, almeno non lamentar- 
mi: e quello ch’10 diffi col Signor Guttierez (fe ben s interpreta) non fi 
lamento. In ultimo altri inchinati pia a pieta, che non ero io, mi hanno 
Sforzato a farlo trafirtvere, tale, quale dalla brevita del tempo mi é fla- 
to concefjo, e mandarlo a Venetia perche fi flampi, e cos} bo fatto. Ma fe 
VS. penfaffe che quefio havefe havuto forza di intepidire punto il defidé- 
vio che 10 tengo di fervirla, errerebbe di giudicio; cofa che forfe in fua vi- 
ta mat pint non ha fatta: anzi réfole 10 con maggior dbligo; perché Ja ne- 
ceffita del farlo tofto imprimere, mi ha levato fatica di aggitngervi molte 
cofe ch’10 havevo gia ordinate nell’animo, le quali non potévano éffere, fe 
u0n dt poco momento, come le altre: e cosi fara diminutto fatica al lettore, 
ed all’ Autore bidfimo: fi che née aV.S. ve a me accade ripentire, né am- 
mendare: a me tocca bafciarle le mani, ed in fua gratia fempre racco- 
mandarmt. 
Di Burgos a xxi di Settem- 
bre, M.D.XXVIL. 
BALDASSAR DA CASTIGLIONE, 
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A Papa Clemente VII. 


ON le lettere delVéftovo diPiftoja de’ 5 di Settembre, nelle quali me s'avvi- 
fa della giunta dell huomo mio a Roma, ho ancorauna della §. Voftra, dez 
20. dt Agofto, la quale ha molto accrefciuto tL mio infinito difpiacére; vedendo 
che 
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che quella cofa, che folo mi era refiata per confolarmi, mt minactia infieme 
con tutte Laltre: ed é, che fra tanti miez travagl: 10 penfava, che la San- 
titaVofira fodisfatta de i miez fervitit, fapelfe quello, che infino alle pietre 
fanno in Ifpagna. Hora vedendo il contrario, fento che cordoglio fia il pa- 
tire, © non lo haver meritato. E perchée 2 fucceffi feguiti fanno, che non 
fia necefario rifpdndere particolarmente a tutta la fopradetta léttera; la- 
{cero quella parte, che appartiene a gli affauni di Vofira Santita ; 2 quali, 
ancora che per altro i0 non fapeffi quanto fieno grand, lo poffo compréndere 
per quello, chein mene redundato, & gli tengo per tanto gravt, che a pena 
credo, che fenz’ aiuto di Dio creatura humana baftaffe per tolerarli. Non 
dird ancor delle giufte querele di Vofira Beatitidine, e come indegnamente, 
e perfidamente fia flata oppreffa, e quanta obligatione habbia Cefare di dar- 
glt rimédio, inquanto a Dio, ein quanto al mondo. E perche tutte le cofe 
contenute, nella detta léttera mi fono notifime prima che hora, infinite 
volte le ho dette e dicole ogni di all’ Imperatore, e a tutti gh: altri; non 
mi par gia di potéer lafciar di rifpindere a quelia parte, dove fi moftra, 
che laSantita Voftra crede, che quefti difordinz fieno paffati con molta col- 
pa mia, per Efermi fidato troppo, con prométtere largamente della volonta 
dell’ Imperatore; e che Borbone haveffe ad offervar quello, che il Viceré 
prometteva; e che dopo il cafo, 10 cosi ne rimédiz, come nello fertvere hab- 
bia ufata imprudenza. FE. veramente, Padre Beatiffimo, la riverenza che 
10 debbo a i fuoi fantiffimi piedi, mi perfuade a tacere, e conformarmi total- 
mente col giudicio {uo ancor in quelle cofe, che folfero dt biafimo, e carico 
mio, fenza darle in quefti tempt moléftia di legger le mie feufationz; le qua- 

li par che mal ft poffan fare fenza quafi una mautera di coutradire; il che 

non conviene alla mia humil fervita verfo la Santita Vofira. Dialtra par- 

te la confcienza mia mi sforza tanto a difcolparmt di quello, che non fola- 

mente mi perfuadeva effer notiffimo per Lopere, ma dt meritarne laude, G _ 
prémio, che non poffo restfterle, & é& forza cho per Vefiremo difpiacere, 

che ne fento, dica, ch’io non credo delle cofe fopra feritte meritar quel bia- 

fimo, che mi ft da per la lettera fua, la quale ancor che 20 riceva per fingo- | 
lar gratia, che fia fcritta in nome proprio di Vofira Beatitudine, enon dal- ili 
tri, come fi fiole; pir al parér mio porta feco pid caftigo, che favore; enon in 
piccolo freno a fupprimere molte mie giuftifications, Perd, per ifcufarme t 
dell’ haver creduto troppo della buona mente dell’ Imperatore, 10 non diro al- 
tro, che le parole formali, le quali fono nella medefima léttera fcritta im 
nome di Voftra Santita; cioe, che aucorche i fatti del Vicere foffero difst- 
mili alle parole del Generale; non dimeno il Generale giurava, ed afferma- 
va di modo quello, che da parte di fia Maefta offeriva, chad un tal Prin- 
cipe faria fiato graviffimo errore non preftar fede. E appreffo, ch'una lét- 
tera, portata per il Signor Cefare Feramofia, fpenfe ognt dubbio dell’animo 
di Voftra Santita; e che fe il Turco gli haveffe mandato a dir guelle parole, 
ella gli haurebbe preftato fede. Oltre a quello, che porto per léttere de 
man propria, 5 a bocca Meffer Paolo d’ Arex, © che fa confermato per 
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ft mandati piblict. Di forte che fe le parole del Generale, & del Signor 
Cefare Feramofca, e delle lettere di mano propria del Viceré meritarono 
che ft preflaffe lor tanta fede; now é meravigha, chio la prejlaffi alle pa- 
vole della bocca propria dell’ Imperatore, dettemi pit volte, e con maggior 
efficacia, che non fi puo ferévere; E fe 10 mi fono sforzato perfuadere a 
Vofira Santita quello, che io credeva, e ancor credo, Vho fatto a buon fine: 
e fe da quefto é fuccefjo male, mi pefa in eftremo; e vorrei non effere flata 
creduto nel refio, come fono flato in quefio. Nella léttera ancor fi dice, che 
effendo flata data commiffione a Meffer Paolo d’ Arezzo, che portaffe provi- 
fone; ed effendo Borbone in un luogo, ed il Viceré in un’altro, uno non dif- 
faceffe quello, che faceva Laltro, che wo doveva molto ben guardare, come 
mi confidava di prométtere in quefia parte tanta ficurta, guanta mandai a 
dire; e che guando il tempo non baftara ad effer le lettere a mez%o camino, 
zo non doveva fcrivere che defiderava di fapére la renitenza, che faceva 
Borbone di obedire. Io non diffi mai a Meffer Paolo, che parlaffe pit ga- 
glardamente fopra quefto particolare, che fopra gli altri. Vero é, che mi 
parve, che la lettera, che et portava dell’lmperatore a Borbone, foffe pro- 
vifione baftante; née io havrei per me faputo imaginar gual altra fe ne ha- 
weffe da domandare. Scriffi ancora, che havrez defiderato, che mi foffe [crit- 
t0 della renitenza di Borbone; © guefto perche per le lettere, che fi videro 
dt poi qui del Signir Cefare, § altri, ancir che ventffero tardi, fi moftra- 
Va, fubito che fa conchiufa la Triegua, ed ancéra prima che fi conchindeffe, 
wna gran fofpitione, che Borboue non andaffe con animo fincero; e guando io 
hebbt avifo della Triegua, érano gia paffati quattro meft, ch’ella era con- 
chiufa; e pochi érano in quefta Corte, che non ne havéffero letiere, eccetto 
che zo. TPercid non crederet, che quefto mio defidério di havér faputo in 
tempo la volonta dit Borboue, meritaf? biafimo; perche in fimil bifogni chi 
buvmini talbora per troppa paffione defiderano non folanente le cofe diffici- 
Li, ma ancor le impofstbili. Non ¢ meraviglia, che io defideraffi lettere, 
elfendone flato tanto tempo fenza: che poi che zl Signor Cefare Feramofta fe 
parti di Spagna, non hebbe mai léttere infino alla venuta di Meffer Paolo 


B’ Arezzo, che fa di Decembre; intervallo di parecchi di, e dalla partita 
ai Meffer Paolo di Spagna, io non ne bebbi infino al principio di Giu- 


gno; ed albora intefi tutto infteme la concl ufioue, e la non offervation della 
Triegua, ed il fofpetto, che Borbone andaffe con Leffercito a Roma come ha- 
veva fatto. L quefta careftia d’avvifi caufava, chionon poteva parlare, 
ne mmgerirmi per faper le cofe; Il che ancor che paffaffe con poco honor mio, 
non era molto fervttio di Vofira Santita. E fe ela fi degnera far veder 
le lettere mie, trovera, ch’io ho f{critto convenientemente, e che gli acct- 
denti degni di faperfi non fou paffati, ch'io non ne habtia dato uotitia; ne 
credo che mai mi fia intravenuto tardar di ferivere un mefe da una lettera 
alValtra; come dt molto pit mi simputa. Anzi e per Francia, e per Via 
dt mercanti, ho fcritto fempre quello, che mi pareva importare; e credo 
Ancor che fieno pochs gran Principt, 0 Prelatiind/pagna, 0 forfe di quell, 
Ci€ 


























































[ 473 ] 
che in tutto quefto tempo fono fiatz alla Corte, ch’io non gli habbia folleci- 
tati, e flimolati @ parlar all’ Imperatore, e dolerfi de’ cafi di Vofira Santita 
accerbamente; di ricordar la riverenza de’ Re paffatt, e di quefta Natione 
alla Sede Apoftolica; per la qual cofaDio. ha dato loro tante vittorie. Il 
che effi Principi, e Prelati hanno fatto con ogni tftanza, come veri Chriftia- 
ni, devotifumi di Voftra Santita, e non ho lafciato ancor di procurare, che i 
Prelati di quefti Regni, cefaffero nelle lor Chiefe, da gli officit divini; e 
tutti uniti, 01 pin, andaffero all’ Imperatore vefiit: dz lutto, e gli diman- 
daffero il lor capo, e Vicario di Chrifto; di tal modo, che bafiaffero a com- 
mover fia Maeftd; e che tutti liCapi di Spagna mandaffero huémini a tal 
effetto. FE: havéndofi pratticato, e convenendo moltz in quefia opinione, & 
effendo pin a’una volta adunati, la cofa fi feppe, e parve haveffe forma di 
nuova communita, e furvi pofta la mano, ed mterrotta con qualche riprehen- 
fione. 

Queftt fono, Padre Beatiffimo,i rimedii,che 20 ho potuto fare, 0 alimentér 
con maggior follecitudine , cheio non so, ne mi eleggo fcréivere; perchée la 
caufa, che mi ha mofo a travagliar homat quattranni im negotit tanto af- 
pri, che mai non ho havuto un bora di ripofo, ma continua difcontentexza y 
non é ftato il voler gloridrmene con lettere appref{o la Santita Vofira, ma 
fervirla cow tutto il cuore, e non fuggir fatica, ue alcuna forte di affanni 
per far pera tanto buona, afpettandone pia la remuneration da Dio, e dal- 
la confcienza mia, chez prémit del mondo. 

Quanto a quello, che in nome diVoftra Santita mi fi ferive, che ella hau- 
vebbe defiderato veder nelle mie léttere penfieri, e propofte, e infianze simile 
a guella, che mi fi fcrive; cioe, ch’i0 doveva dire, che per molte caufe l Im- 
meratore hain mano di non folamente flar ficuro, ma di obligar Voftra San- 
tita perpetuamente, con trattarla di modo, che mancandoglt, faria maggior 
vitupério a lei, che danno a fua Maefia; le rifpondo, che in prefenza d’al- 
cuni del Configlio to ho detto, che il dover, e la ragione vorrebbe, che non fo- 
lamente fi rimetteffe in mano diVoftra Beatitudine una parte delle differen- 
Ze, ma ancor totalmente in arbitrio fuozr figliuols del Re Chriftianiffimo; 
e glieli laftiaffe ufar per ifirumento della pace, come a let pareffe. Il che 
farebbe una catena imdiffolubsle di obligatione, che quella non haveffe mat 
da fcordarfitanto honor fatto a let, e fervitio fatto a"Dio. Quefte cofe Be- 
atiffimo Padre, 10 mi fono sforzato a’imprimer nell animo dell’ Imperatore ; 
e ancor che fin qui non fia fucceffo, come 10 defiderava, forfe che prefto fe ne 
vedra qualche frutto, miglior che non farebbe flato lo fer¢verle aVofira 
Santita: che certo in quefio cafo mt pareva molto pin necefjario operare, 
sto poteva, che feriver minutamente quel ch’io faceva, 0 che difegnava, EB 
perché nella dettalettera mi fi dice, che non folo in un tanto intereffe, ma 
nell’attiont pid leggiere, e di poco momento, quando fi ¢ cosi lontano, ft fers 
ve ogni giorno,~e in ogni evento quello, che fi ha da fare; e pertio molto 
pin fi doveva in quefto, che fe non foffe fiato neceffari0, fi farta almeno mo- 
trato quella buona volonta; & fe foffe fiato ueceffario, 2 vimedit eran pin 
Qqq pronty s 
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pronti; parmi, che lo fertverfi ogni giorno, e in ogni evento quello, che fr 
ha da fare, eva molto pit conventente, chio Lafpettafi da Roma, che in Ro- 
ma folfe afpettata da me, Ma con tutto ¢1d non fi é gia reftato di mandar 
Meffi per diver fe vie in nome di Cefare co itremediz. Secondo che in guella 
lettera mi fi dice, ch’io doveva fare, non ft é reftato, dico, perché io now 
habvia fatto ognt prova, e perché il negotio non mi pareffe della maggior im- 
portanza, chalcuw altro, che poffa eccorrer nel mondo mai; ma per la diffi- 
colta di cavar queftt rimedit, 1 quali fe fi foffero potuti havere, come fono 
ftati da me domandati, farian venuti con ogni poffibil diligenza. Ma non fe 
pH pighar pit dit quello, che altrt vuol dare. Hora havendo poi anco in- 
tefa da morte del Vicere, primache ne haveffi lettere, fui-a faa Maefia 
fupplicandola, che mandaffe in diligenza un huomo in Italia a rinovar le 
commiffione di fua Maefia, 0 farla di nuovo pit ampla, che la prima: ed io 
mi offeriva trovar i danart per la [pefa del viaggio, ed ancor non sé potuto 
tirar a capo, per la difficolta del falvo condotto di paffar per Francia; e 
pir ft follecita con importunita la maggidr che ff pub, che fi mandi per ma- 
re, per terra, per cingue, 0 fei vie; ancor chio fpero, che noftro Signor 
Dio cit fara gratia d’udir tofto nuova di qualche buon frutto della giunta 
del Generale. 
L; perché ancir in nome di Voftra Santita mi fi ferive, ch’io nella mia 
bettera dico, che trovdndofi una certa forma, fi haveria dall Imperatore, 
c20 che Vifira Santita fapeffe defiderare; © chella haurebbe par voluto 
Saper un poco pin particolarmente, che forma haveffe da effer queftas io per 
certo non mz ricordo di tal parola, ué la ritrovo nella cépia dellé mie let» 
tere; e fe pur vie, flimo, che fignifichi la ficurezza, che la Santita voftra 
non foffe nimica del VImperatore; della qual fofpitione, ancor che fia faci 
Liffima a cancellarfi, Phd io perd fatto chiaro, come nell’altre mie lettere ho 
feritte, PiaceffeaDio, che'lVefcovo di Verona foffe venuto in Ifpagna, & 
ancor veniffe con fervitio di Voftra Santita, ch'io fpereret ch’baveffe da effer 
almeno buon tefliménio delle mie attiont, vedendo le prefenti, e per rela- 
tione intendendo le paffate; 5 fon certo, che fe le trovaffe vacue di quello 
enzegno, e indiftria, che nella lettera di Vofira Santita mi fi ferive effer ft 
defiderata in effe, le trovarebbe almeno piene di fede, e d’ottima intenticne. 
Li fecondo che io di quefia parte mi pregio, paréudomt poffederla compita- 
mente, confeffo mancar di quelValtra. E fe la SV. tiene a memoria guan- 
do 10 mi partit da i Santiff: piedi fuoi per venir in Ifpagna, ft ricordera, 
ch’i0 come confapevole della tenuita del mio ingegno, le proteftai, ch’io non 
mi confidava a’éffere fufficiente alla grandezza di quefti negétit, per altra 
conditione alcuna, che per il molto defidério di fervire; e che fecondo che i 
molt: mt potrrano fuperar di fapére, e dingeguo, Cosi niuno mt avanzeria 
Baffettione, e dt buona volonta. Perd di quanto é colpa della natura, che 
wha prodotto tale, parmi meritar facilmente perdono; maffime conofeendo- il 
mio difetto, e confeffandolo. A quefliPrelati, e grandz di Spagna, 10 nom hod 
mancato continuamente di dire, e prométtere per parte diV.S. e per Lavenir 
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fard il medefimo, conrella per la fua lettera mi commanda; e veramente 
‘rutti méritano éffere riconofciuti, della divotione, © fervitu loro verfo ta 
Sede Apofidlica, la perfona diV.S. E per quefto pit me doluto veaer 
molti di loro, e ti principali trifti, e mal contenti d’una cofa, che a quefiz 
giornt ft é publicata qui in Burgos per certe lettere venute da Roma. Ed é. 
cheV.S. habbia difpenfato il Marchefe @ Aftorga per difcioglier il Matrimé- 
nio tra lui, ed una figliuola del Conte di Benevento; della qual cofa 19 mi 
vicordo haver feritto aV.S. per parte dell Arcivéftovo di Toledo, fupplt- 
candola anon far tal difpenfa; attefo, che fi rano fpofatt per mau ee, 
Vefcovo publicamente, © coram facie Lcclefie,; ed trano flati cinque anni 


f 


infieme come marito e moglie; eche di quefta diffolutione nafceva ingiiria aa 
una delle partt. Di che tuttaCaftigha fariain pericolo di fcdudalo gv an- 
difimo. A M.Paolo d Arezzo ne parlo il proprio Conte di Be 
guale non fi é data quefta nuova, perché egh fla gravamente infermo; e ft 
dubbita, che prefentando tal cofa, tt dolore débbiaammazzarlo, fenténdone 
ancor gran difpiacére Don Giovanni Emmanuello, it quale é flato cosi gran 
partiale di V.S. come quella fa; ed io ho veduto per li tempi paffati, e 
veggo hora pit che mat, e fecondo che dice, perché quella gli haveva dato 
gualche fperanza di nou farlo. Ed oltre & luz, hanno intereffe wn quefto ue- 
gotio gli Arcivéfcovi di Toledo, e di Sivigha, it Marchefe di Vigheva, i 
‘Duca dell’ Infantaccio, il Duca Dou Pedro Giron, ib Contefiabile, it Duca 
di Naiara, [ Almirante, © molti altri. Pur io penfo, che V.S. non Chab- 
bia fatto fenza giufla, e legittima caufa, e cosi dico a tutti loro. Se 10 mé 
fono allargato in quefta lettera forfe pid di quello, che fi conventva alla 
mia fervith verfo la SantitaVoftra, la fupplico con ogni riverenza, che fr 
degni perdonarmi, e dar colpa di queflo mio fallo alV’efirema paffione ch’io 
fento per il cimulo di tanti travagli; il pefo de quali 10 certamente non 
potrei fopportare, fe intendeffi che Vofira Beatitudine non accettaffe la mia 
efcufatione, e che reftaffe mal fatisfatta di me; che quantunque gli altri fa- 
ftidii tutti fian afpri, quelli che fi patifcono non gle bavendo meritatz, fono 
guafi intolerabilt. Vero e, che la raggion vorrebbe, che poi ch’i0 veggio la 
Santita Voftra, mio unico Signore, e Vicario di Chrifto iu terra, fopportar 
con forte animo, e patientemente una tanto grave calamita, non bavéndola 
meritata; 10 ancora fopportafi fenza dolermt, quefio difpiacére; it guale 2 
vifpetto del fuo é piccolifimo. Ma alla debolezza dell’animo mio pin pefa 
il minima, che alla fomma prudenza, e virtuofa fortezza dt Vofira Beatt- 
tidine, Vinfnito. E cosi fpero, che quella grandexza di cuore, accompa- 
gnata dal Soccor fo Divino, aiutera voftra Santita tanto, che viucerd quefta 
procellofa tempefta di fortuna; e vivera molti anni con molta gloria, e 


trangutilita, a fervitio di Dio, e beneficio de’ Chrifliant, come tutte 2 [uot 
. ; z J . ° : Tite, Pe hes el ae DO ea } 
devoti fervitort defiderano, ed io fopra ogni altro. Lt humitimente bacianda 


i fantiffimi piedi fuot, mi raccomando fempre in fia bona gratia. 
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Balthafaris Caftilioni Mantuani 


POE MATA SEE 


ALCON. 


Reptum fatis primo fub flore juvente, 
Alconem nemorum decus, & folamen amantum, 
Quem toties Fauni, & Dryades fenfere canentem, 
Quem toties Pan eft, toties miratus Apollo, 
Flebant paftores; ante omnes carus Iolas 
Triftia perfundens lacrimis manantibus ora, 
Crudeles fuperos, crudeliaque aftra vocabat. 
Ut gemit amiffos foetus Philomela fub umbris, 
Aut qualis focia viduatus compare turtur, 
Quam procul incautam quercu fpeculatus ab alta, 
Immitis calamo paftor dejecit acuto: 
Non viridi fedit ramo, non gramine lzto, 
Non vitrei dulcem libavit fluminis undam, 
Sed gemitu amiffos tantum teftatus amores, 
Languidulus moeftis complet nemora alta querelis. 
Nulla dies miferum lacrimis fine vidit Iolam, 
Nec cum Sol oritur, nec cum fe condit in undas;; 
Non illi pecudes, non pingues pafcere tauros 
Cura erat, aut paftos ad flumina ducere potum 
Hoedorumve gregem, aut vitulos includere feptis,, 
Tantum inter filvas, aut folo in litore fecum 
Perditus, & ferz oblitus decedere noéti 
Rupibus hec fruftra, & furdis jactabat. arenis. 
Alcon delicize Mufarum, & Apollinis, Alcon 
Pars anime, cordis pars Alcon maxima noftri, 
Et dolor, his lacrimas oculis habiture perennes, 
Quis Deus, aut quis te cafus mifer abftulit? ergo 
Optima quaeque rapit duri inclementia fati? 


Ergo bonis tantum eft aliquod male numen amicum? 


Non metit ante diem lactentes meffor ariftas, 
Immatura rudis non carpit poma colonus: 
At fera te ante diem mors nigro immerfit Averno, 
Injecitque manus rapidas crefcentibus annis. 

Heu miferande puer, tecum folatia ruris, 

Tecum Amor, & Charites periere, & gaudia noftra, 
Arboribus cecidere come, fpoliataque honore eft 
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Silva fuo, folitafque negat paftoribus umbras. 

Prata fuum amifere decus; morientibus herbis, 

Arida; funt ficci fontes, & flumina ficca. 

Infoecunda carent promiffis frugibus arva. 

Et mala crefcentes rubigo exedit ariftas. 

Squalor triftis habet pecudes, pecudumque magiftros : 

Impattus ftabulis feevit lupus, ubere raptos 

Dilaniatque ferus miferis cum matribus agnos: 

Perque canes predam impavidus paftoribus aufert. 

Nil nifi trifte fonant, & filva, & pafcua, & amnes,.. 

Et liquidi fontes: tua triftia funera flerunt 

Et liquidi fontes, & filve, & pafcua, & amnes. 

Heu miferande puer, tangunt tua funera Divos.. 

Per nemora agricole flentes videre Napeas, 

Panaque, Silvanumque, & Capripedes Satyrifcos; 

Sed neque jam lacrimis, aut queftu fata moventur 

Impia, nec noftras audit mors furda querelas. 

Vomeribus fuccifa fuis moriuntur in arvis 

Gramina, deinde iterum viridi de cefpite furgunt ; 

Rupta femel non deinde annectunt ftamina Parcz. 

Adfpice, decedens jam Sol declivis Olympo 

Occidit, & moriens accendit fidera ccelo; 

Sed tamen occiduo cum laverit zquore currus; 

Idem iterum terras orienti luce revifet. 

Aft ubi nigra femel durz nos-flumina mortis 

Lavere, & claufa eft immitis janua regni; 

Nulla unquam ad fuperos ducit via, lumina fomnus 

Urget perpetuus, tenebrifque involvit amaris: 

Tunc Jacrimz incaffum, tunc irrita vota, precefque 

Funduntur, fert vota Notus lacrimafque, precefque.- 

Heéu miferande puer, fatis furrepte malignis, | 
Non ego te pofthac paftorum adftante corona il 
Victorem adfpiciam volucri certare fagitta, iN 
Aut jaculo, aut dura focios fuperare palzftra : 

Non tecum pofthac molli refupinus in umbra 

Effugiam longos zftivo tempore foles: 

Non tua vicinos mulcebit fiftula montes, 

Doéta nec umbrofe refonabunt carmina valles: 

Non-tua corticibus toties infcripta Lycoris, 

Atque ignis Galatea meus, non jam fimul ambos 

Audierint ambz noftros cantare furores. 

Nos etenim a teneris fimul ufque huc viximus annis, 

Frigora, pertulimufque eftus, noctefque, diefque, 

Communique fimul funt parta armenta labore. 
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Rura mea hee tecum communia, viximus una, 

Te moriente igitur curnam mihi vita relicta eft? 
Heu male me ira Detim patriis abduxit ab oris. 

Ne manibus premerem morientia lumina amicis, 
Aut abeuntis adhuc fupremum animz halitum in auras 
Exciperem ore meo, gelidis atque ofcula labris. 
Invideo, Leucippe, tibi, fuprema dolenti 

Deficiens mandata bonus tibi prabuit Alcon, 
Spectavitque tuos morienti lumine vultus; 

Frigida tu moefto impofuifti membra feretro, 
Sparfifti & lacrimis buftum, ingratumque fepulchrum, 
Inde ubi defletum fatis eft, & jufta peracta, 
Alconem ad manes felix comes ufque fecutus 

Amiffo vitam focio non paffus inertem es3 

Et nunc Elyfia letus fpatiaris in umbra, 

Alcone & frueris dulci, zternumque frueris. 

Atque aliquis forfan paftor pius offa fepulchro 

Uno eodemque fimul florentis margine ripe, 
Amborum facro manes veneratus honore, 
Compofuit, lacrimafque ambobus fudit eafdem. 

Aft ego nec triftes lacrimas in funere fudi, 

Debita nec mifero perfolvi jufta fodali. 

Quin etiam fortis dura, ignarufque malorum 

Vana mihi incaffum fingebam fomnia demens. 

Hec ego rura colam celeberrima; tum meus Alcon 
Buc veniet linquens colles, & inhofpita faxa, 
Infectafque undas, & pabula dira veneno, 

Molliaque invifet prata hac, fluviofque falubres, 
Occurram longe, & venientem primus amicum 
Agnofcam; primus caris complexibus ora 
Impediam, excutient hilares nova gaudia fletus. 

Sic tandem optato leti fermone fruemur, 
Erumnafque graves, olim & tranfacta viciffim 
Damna referre fimul, rurfufque audire juvabit ; 
Tum veteres fenfim fando repetemus amores, 
Deliciafque inter paftorum, & dulcia ruris 

Otia, fecurze peragemus tempora vite. 

Heec amat arva Ceres, juga Bacchus, pafcua Apollo ; 
Ipfa Pales herbas pecori, lac fufficit agnis. 

Montibus his paffim tenere affuevere Napez 

Sepe feras agitare, & fape agitare choreas. 

Hic recolens facros primevz gentis honores, 
Perluit antiquas Tiberis decora alta ruinas. 

Wic umbrz nemorum, hic fontes, hic frigida Tempe, 
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Formofiim: hic paftor Coridon cantavit Alexin. 
Ergo ades, o dilecte; puer: te pafcua, & amnes 
Expectant, tibi jam contexunt florea ferta, 
Adventuque tuo teftantur gaudia Nymphe, 
Summittitque novos tellus tibi dedala flores. 
Hec ego fingebam mifer ahh fpe ductus inant, 
Nefcius omne nefas morti fatifque licere.- 
At poftquam fruftrata leves abiere per auras 
Vota mea, & vivos Alconis cernere vultus 
Non licuit, vivafque audire & reddere voces, 
Huc faltem; 0 faltem umbra levi per inania lapfu 
Advolet, & noftros tandem miferata dolores 
Accipiat lacrimas, imo & fufpiria corde 
Eruta,. quafque cava hac refponfant antra querelas. 
Ipfe meis manibus ripa hac Anienis inanem 
Conftituam tumulum, noftri folatia Inctus, 
Atque addam pia tura focis, manefque ciebo. 
Vos.mecum, o pueri, beneolentes {pargite flores, 
Narciffum, atque rofas; & fuave rubentem hyacinthum, 
Atque umbras hedera lauroque inducite opacas. 
Nec defint cafie, permixtaque cinnama amomo, 
Excitet ut dulces afpirans.ventus odores:: 
Nos Alcon dilexit multum; & dignus amari 
Ipfe fuit nobis, & tali dignus -honore. 
Thterea violas intertexent amaranthis, 
Et tumulo fpargent flores, & ferta Napez, 
Et tumulo meefte infcribent miferabile carmen. 
Alconem poftquam rapuerunt impia fata, 
Collacrimant duri montes, & confitus atra eft 
Noéte dies; funt.candida nigra, & dulcia amara. 
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CLEOPATRA, 


. gArmore quifquis in hoc feevis admorfa colubris 
Brachia, & eterna torpentia lumina nocte 

Adfpicis; invitam ne crede occumbere letho. 

Victores vetuere diu me abrumpere vitam, 

Regina ut veherer celebri captiva triumphos 

Scilicet & nuribus. parerem ferva Latinis, 

Illa ego progenies tot ducta ab origine regum, 

Quam .Pharii coluit:gens fortunata Canopi, 
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Deliciis fovitque fuis AEgyptia tellus, 
Atque oriens omnis Divim dignatus honore eft. 
Sedulitas, pulchraeeque necis generofa cupido 

Vicit vite ignominiam, infidiafque tyranni. 
Libertas nam parta nece eft, nec vincula fenfi, 
Umbraque Tartareas defcendi libera ad undas. 
Quod licuiffe mihi indignatus perfidus hoftis, 
Sezvitiz infanis ftimulis exarfit, & ira; 

Namque triumphali invectus Capitolia curru, 
Infignes inter titulos, gentefque fubactas 

Extincte infelix fimulacrum duxit, & amens 
Spectaclo explevit crudelia Jumina inani. 

Neu longeva vetuftas facti famam aboleret, 

Aut feris mea fors ignota nepotibus effet, 

Effigiem excudi fpiranti e marmore juffit, 

Teftari & cafus fatum miferabile noftri, 

Quam deinde, ingenium artificis miratus Iulus 
Egregium, celebri vifendam fede locavit 

Signa inter veterum heroum, faxoque perennes 
Suppofuit lacrimas, zgre folatia mentis: 

Optate non ut deflerem gaudia mortis, 

(Nam mihi nec lacrimas Jethali vipera morfu 
Excuffit, nec mors ullum intulit ipfa timorem) 

Sed charo ut cineri, & dilecti conjugis umbrz 
fEternas lacrimas, zterni pignus amoris 

Meoefta darem, inferiafque inopes, & triftia dona. 
Has etiam tamen infenfi rapuere Quirites. 

At tu magne Leo, Divim genus, aurea fub quo 
Szcula & antique redierunt laudis honores, 

Si te prafidium miferis mortalibus ipfe 

Omnipotens Pater zthereo demifit Olympo, 

Et tua fi immenfe virtuti eft equa poteftas, 
Munificaque manu difpenfas dona Deorum, 

Annue fupplicibus votis, nec vana precari 

Me fine: parva peto; lacrimas, Pater optime, redde, 
Redde, oro, fletum, fletus mihi muneris inftar, 
Improba quando aliud nil jam fortuna reliquit. 
At -Niobe, aufa Deos fcelerata inceffere lingua, 
Induerit licet in durum przcordia marmor, 

Flet tamen, affiduufque liquor de marmore manat. 
Vita mihi difpar; vixi fine crimine, fi non 
Crimen amare vocas, fletus folamen amantum eft. 
Adde, quod afflictis noftre jucunda voluptas 
Sunt lacrime, dulcefque invitant murmure fomnos, 
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Et cum exufta fiti Icarius canis arva perurit : 
Fluc potum veniunt volucres, circumque, fupraque 
Frondibus infultant, tenero tum gramine leta 
Terra viret, rutilantque fuis poma aurea ramis, 
Hic ubi odoratum furgens denfa nemus umbra 
Hefperidum dites truncos non invidet hortis. 
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Redite, mortales, animz poft fata fuperfunt, 

Diraque mors noftri nil nifi corpus habet. 
Fabula nec manes vana eft exire fepulchris 
Per noctem, tenebris & volitare vagos. 


Nam modo, dum noftro Mirandula milite cinéta eft, 


Vidi ego vera quidem, fed caritura fide. 

Nox erat, & noctem fuperans candore nivali 
Clara repercuffo lumine luna magis. 

Ipfe ego fub muris foffa defenfus opaca 
Scrutabar, tutum qua magis effet iter: 

Adftitit hic fubito manifeftus moenibus ipfis, 
Ante oculos Picus vifus adeffe meos. 

Triftis erat facies, atroque infperfa cruore, 
Et lacerum ambufto tunc quoque crine caput. 

Obftupui, gelidufque tremor per membra cucurrit, 
Et fubito arrecta eft hirta timore coma. 

{lle autem torvum defpectans caftra, repente 
Infremuit, gemitu folvit & ora gravi. 

O Pater, o paftor populorum, o maxime mundi 
Arbiter, humanum qui genus omne regis, 

Juftitia, pacifque dator, placideque quietis, 
Credita cui foli eft vita, falufque hominum, 

Quem Deus ipfe Erebi fecit, coelique potentem, 
Ut nutu pateant utraque regna tuo, 

Quid potui tantum infelix committere? culpa 
Aut mea quaenam in te tam gravis effe poteft? 


Ut patriam, natumque meum, uxoremque, larefque. 


Perdere, & excidio vertere cunéta velis? 
Certe ego te propter caput objectare periclis, 
Nec timui toties velle fubire necem, 
Felfina cum imperium jam detreétaret, & in te 
Triftia civilis fumeret arma furor, 
erg 
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ii Hee mea dextra tuos armis compefcuit hoftes, 
Et letho multos fanguinolenta dedit. 
Denique, dum innumeris cupio te ornare triumphis, 
' Sanguinis ipfe mei prodigus occubul. 
Hi Vulnera teftantur noftros hec fava labores, 
i Implorantque tuam, nomen inane, fidem. 
Flens tener in cunis vagitu natus amaro 
Pollicitis queritur pondus abeffe tuis. 
Tot perpefla graves conjux miferanda labores 
Supplicibus veniam meoefta petit lacrimis. 
| Stant miferi {qualore patres, trepidzeque puelle, 
a Et matrum paffis flet pia turba comis. 
Omnes in te animum jam convertere, rogantque 
Ut tua det feffis dextera rebus opem. 
Adfpice captivis vacuos cultoribus agros, 
i Abduétas pecudes, agricolafque boves, 
1! DisjeCtafque domos paffim, populataque raptis 
ii Arboribus late, & frugibus arva fuis. 
i Tu vero: ulterius lacrimis, dulciffima conjux, 
Et gemitu manes ladere parece meos: 
| Poftquam nulla poteft mitis clementia dirz 
| Confilium mentis. flectere, nec pietass 
Effuge, quodque unum eft noftri tibi pignus amoris, 
Dulce onus hinc ulnis fer puerum ipfa tuis. 
Nec mea difcedens faxo hic claufa offa relinque 
Condita: fed caro tecum habeas gremio, 
Ne rabie immani tumulo fint eruta avito, 
Et jaceant media femifepulta via. 
| Hec fperanda mihi, poftquam fectatur & umbram, 
| Sevit & in cineres mens male grata meos, 
Nec finit inferias noftro te ferre fepulchro, 
Annuaque extincto reddere jufta viro. 
Sed tamen & fuperi cernunt mortalia, habetque 
| Juftitie ultorem dextra minax gladium. 
' Inque malos, fit lenta licet, certa ira Deorum eft, 
| Poenaque tam gravior, quam mage fera venit. 
Nec longum noftro letabitur impius hoftis 
Sanguine: fata illum non jeviora manent. 
Hec ille, & plura his, fed verba extrema loquentis 
Terribilis noftro rupit in ore fonus. 
Nam fubito ingenti tormenta impulfa ruina 
Increpuere, gravi- terra tremit fonitu. 
Fulminei ingeminant i¢tus,. volat impete diro 
Ferrea fulphureo concita ab igne pila. 
Meenia 
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Moenia tum nutant labefacta, at triftis image 
In tenebras querulo moefta abiit gemitu. 
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De ELISABELLA GONZAGA Canente. 


Ulces exuvize, dum fata, Deufque finebant, 
Dum canit, & querulum pollice tangit ebur, 
Formofa e coelo deducit Elifa Tonantem, 
Et trahit immites ad pia verba feras. 

Auritz veniunt ad dulcia carmina filve, 
Decurrunt altis undique faxa jugis. 

Stant fine murmure aque, taciti fine flamine venti, 
Et cohibent curfus fidera prona fuos. 

Atque aliquis tali captus dulcedine fentit 
Elabi ex imo pectore fenfim animam. 

Flebile nefcio quid tacite in preecordia ferpit, 
Cogit & invitos illacrimare oculos. 

Flecte ratem, male grate hofpes, neu defere amantem, 
Ah mifera, ah mors eft jam prope, flecte ratem. 
uod fi tam dulces nequeunt fera corda querelz 
Fleétere nec gemitu hoc mens labefacta tua eft, 

Non tibi diva parens, generis nec Dardanus auctor; 
Perfide, fed duris cautibus es genitus. 

Surdior, ah! fcopulis dulces fugis, improbe, terras, 
Deliciifque olim litora chara tuis. 

Illa autem extremo tandem devicta dolore, 

Irrita nil poftquam verba, precefque valent, 

Sanguine fanéta fuo temerati jura pudoris 
Ulta eft, ipfa fue fava miniftra necis, 

Quemque torum toties tecum male preflerat olim, 
Infelix etiam nunc premit exanimis. 

Refpice, funereze funt illa incendia flamme, 

Et miferanda illis ardet Elifa rogis, 

Ardet Elifa, tuum, faeve, indelebile crimen; 
Olim quod terris fama loquatur anus. 

At tua precipites fugientia carbafa venti 
Coeruleum profuga per.mare claffe ferunt. 

Obrue devotam, pater o Neptune, carinam, 

Ah nimis infidum fuftinet illa caput. 

Illa virum portat, quem non perjuria tangunt, 

Quem non fancta fides, fafve, piumve movet, 
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Quem neque dulcis amor miferz: morientis Elif 
Flectere, nec lacrimee, nee potuere preces, 

Ah ferus eft, quicunque animo non mitis agretti 
Audiit & ficcis hac pia verba oculis. 


Quod tamen hec moveant, quod fint tam dulcia verba, 


Non faciunt verba hec, fed nova Elifa canens. 
Et certe non eft hec uxor Elifa Sichzxi, 
Nec quemquam hec Phrygium novit Elifa virum. 
Altera Elifa hac eft, fuperis gratiffima, qualem 
Nec tulit ulla unquam, nec feret ulla dies. 
Audiat Aineas hanc fi tam dulce querentem, 
Fens ultro ad litus vela dabit Lybicum. 
Quod fi dura nimis, blandifque immota querelis 
Mens fera propofitum non remoretur iter, 
{nvitam ad litus portabunt zquora claffem, 
Flaminaque ad fletus officiofa pios, 
Excidet atque animo regnum dotale, nec unquam 
Dardanius Latium navita claffe petet. 
Nam nimium validas facies habet ifta catenas, 
Et validum nimis hc lumina carcer habent. 
Hezc formofa Deas fuperat forma Heroine, 
Pace tua, Venus, 0, pace, Minerva, tua. 
Quidquid agit, pariter certant componere furtim 
Ee Decor, & Charites, & Pudor ingenuus. 
His lztos natura oculis afflavit honores, 
Et quiddam majus conditione hominum.. 
Ambrofiam rofea fpirant cervice capilli, 
Et patet egregio vera decore Dea, 
Quacumque ingreditur, lata undique pabula vernant, 
Signaque dat tellus numen adeffe aliquod. 
Arrident filve paffim, tangique beato 
Certatim geftic queelibet herba pede., 
O centum equoreze formofa Doride nate, 
Et quafcumque maris contigit effe Deas, 
fluic date, quidquid habent gemmarum litora rubra, 
Oceani & quid aig dives arena vehit. 
Quofque habet alma Thetis, quos & Galatea lapillos, 
Nerine in loculis candida nympha fuis. 
Quidquid’ odoratz meffis Panchaia tellus 
Protulit, huic felix munera portet Arabs. 
Huic uni Seres. Tyrio fatianda colore 
ae ala pectat vellera cara fuis. 
Hec una eft noftri rariflima gloria fecli 
Digna fuas. cui det. maximus orbis opes, 





































































Vos quoque, ceelicole, hane merito celebretis honore, 
Non erit hee vobis diffimulanda Dea, 


Hippotytre BaLTHASARI CASTILIONI conjugi. 


Ippolyte mittit mandata hzec Caftilioni, 
H Addideram imprudens, hei mihi! pene fuo. 
Te tua Roma tenet, mihi quam narrare folebas; 
Unam delicias effe hominum, atque Detm. 
Hoc quoque nune major, quod magno eft’auéta' Leone, 
Tam bene pacati qui imperium orbis habet. 
Hic tibi nec defunt, celeberrima turba, fodalés,, 
Apta oculos etiam multa tenere tuos; 
Nam modo tot prifce fpectas miracula gentis; 
Heroum & titulis clara trophza fuis. 
Nunc Vaticani furgentia marmore templa, 
Et que porticibus aurea tecta nitent. 
Trriguos fontes, hortofque & amcena vireta, 
Plurima que umbrofo margine Tibris habet: 
Utque ferunt, coetu convivia lexta frequenti; 
Et celebras letis otia mifta jocis. 
Aut cithara eftivum attenuas, cantuque calorem; 
Hei mihi quam difpar nunc mea vita tue eft! 
Nec mihi difpliceant, que funt tibi grata, fed ipfa eft 
Te fine lux oculis pene inimica meis, 
Non auro, aut gemma caput exornare nitenti 
Me juvat, aut Arabo fpargere odore comas. 
Non celebres ludos feftis fpeétare diebus, 
Cum populi complet denfa corona forum; 
Et ferus in media exultat gladiator arena, 
Hafta concurrit vel cataphraétus eques. 
Sola tuos vultus referens, Raphaelis imago 
Picta manu, curas allevat ufque meas. 
Fluic ego delicias facio, arrideoque, jocorque, 
Alloquor, & tamquam reddere verba queat; 
Affenfu, nutuque mihi feepe illa videtur 
Dicere velle aliquid, & tua *erba loqui. 
Agnofcit, balboque patrem puer ore falutat, 
Hoc folor longos, decipioque dies. 
At quicumque iftine ad nos accefferit hofpes, 
Hunc ego quid dicas, quid faciafve rogo, 
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Cunécta mihi de te.incutiunt audita timorem: 
Vano etiam abfentes fepe timore. pavent. 
Sed mihi nefcio quis narravit fape tumultus, 
Mifcerique. neces per fora, perque vias, 
Cum populi pars hzc urfum, pars illa columnam 
Invocat, & trepida corripit arma manu. 
Ne tu, ne quafo tantis te immitte periclis, 
Sat tibi fic tuto poffe redire domum. 
Rome ‘etiam fama eft cultas habitare puellas, 
Sed quz lafcivo turpiter igne calent. 
Illis venalis forma eft, corpufque, pudorque; 
His tu blanditiis ne capiare, cave. 
Sed nifi jam captum. blanda hac te vincla tenerent, 
Tam longas abfens non paterere moras. 
Nam memini, cum te vivum jurare folebas 
Non me, fi cupias, poffe carere diu. 
Vivis, Caftilion, vivafque beatius, opto, 
Nec tibi jam durum eft me caruiffe diu. 
Cur tua mutata eft igitur mens? cur prior ille, 
Ile tuo noftri corde refrixit amor? 
Cur tibi nunc videor vilis, nec, ut ante folebam, 
Digna, tori fociam quam patiare tui? 
Scilicet in ventos promiffa abiere, fidefque, 
A noftris fimulac veftri abiere oculli. 
Et tibi nunc forfan fubeunt faftidia noftri; 
Et grave jam Hippolytes nomen in aure tua eft. 
Verum ut me fugias, patriam fugis, improbe? nec te 
Cara parens, nati nec pia cura tenet? 
Quid queror? en tua {cribenti mihi epiftola venit, 
Grata quidem, dictis fi modo certa fides; 
Te noftri defiderio languere, pedemque 
Quam primum ad patrios velle referre Lares, 
Torquerique mora, fed magni juffa Leonis 
Jam dudum reditus detinuifle tuos. 
His ego perlectis, ficad tua verba revixi, 
Surgere ut eftivis imbribus herba folet. 
Quze licet ex toto non aufim vera fateri: 
Qualiacumque tamen, credulitate juvant. 
Credam ego, quod fieri cupio, votifque favebo 
Ipfa meis, vera heec quis vetet effe..tamen? 
Nec tibi funt precordia ferrea, nec tibi dura 
Ubera in Alpinis cautibus urfa. dedit. 
Nec culpanda tua eft mora: nam precepta Deorum 
Non fas, nec tutum eft fpernere velle homini. 
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Efe tamen fertur.clementia tanta Leonis, 
Ut facili humanas audiat aure preces. 

Tu modo & illius Numen veneratus adora, 
Pronaque facratis ofcula da pedibus. 

Cumque tua attuleris fupplex vota, adjice noftras. 
Atque meo largas nomine funde preces. 

Aut jubeat te jam properare ad moenia Mantus, 
Aut me Romanas tecum habitare domos. 

Namque ego fum fine te, veluti fpoliata magiftro 
Cymba, procellofi quam rapit unda maris. 

Et data cum tibi fim utroque orba puella parente, 
Solus tu mihi vir, folus uterque parens. 


Nunc nimis ingrata eft vita hac mihi; namque ego tantum 


Tecum vivere amem, tecum obeamque libens. 
Preeftabit veniam mitis Deus ille roganti, 
Aufpiciifque bonis, & bene, -dicet, eas. 
Ocyus huc celeres mannos confcende viator, 
Atque moras omnes rumpe, viamque vora. 
Te leta excipiet, feftifque ornata coronis, 
Et domini adventum fentiet ipfa domus. 


Vota ego perfolvam templo, infcribamque tabelle; 
HippoLyTE sALvi ConjuGIS OB REDITUM. 


De Morte RapHAELIS Pictoris. 


Uod lacerum corpus medica fanaverit arte, 
Hippolytum Stygiis & revocarit aquiss 
Ad Stygias ipfe eft raptus Epidaurius undas, 
Sic pretium vite mors fuit artifici. 
Tu quoque dum toto laniatam corpore Romam 
Componis miro Raphael ingenio, 
Atque urbis lacerum ferro, igni, annifque cadaver 
Ad vitam, antiquum jam revocafque decus, 
Movifti Superiim invidiam, indignataque mors eft, 
Te dudum extin@tis reddere poffe animam: 
Et quod longa dies paulatim aboleverat, hoc te 
Mortali fpreta lege parare iterum. 
Sic mifer heu! prima cadis intercepte Juventa, 
Deberi.& morti noftraque nofque mones. 


Lat ee raisi® 
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Ee hy i hr i i i Bh SS ee See, 
De Pavuto canente, 


on dum pulcher modulatur carmina Paulus, 
Demulcet colles &, mea Roma, tuos, 
Adcurrere fimul Dryades, Faunique bicornes, 
Ora immota truces & tenuere fere. 
Tibris arundineo glaucum caput extulit alveo, 
Et ftupefa@ta novo reftitit unda fono. 
Tum vocem numerumque, inguit, miratus Apollo 
Orpheus Elyfia valle meus rediit. 
Sed faciem ut -vidit pueri, facrumque decorem, 
Certe, ait, hic proles eft, Cytherea, tua. 
Szve puer, tentas me vincere voce, lyraque ; 
An viciffe arcu eft gloria vifa levis? 
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De VIRAGINE, 


Emianimem in ‘muris mater Pifana puellam 

S Dum fovet, & tenero pectore vulnus hiat: 

Nata tibi has, dixit, tadas, atque hos hymenzos, 
Hzc defenfa tuo moenia Marte dabunt? 

Cui virgo, haud alias taedas, aliofve hymenzos 
Debuit hac nobis grata rependere humus. 

Hanc ego fola meo fervavi fanguine terram, 
Hec fervata meos terra tegat cineres. 

Quod fi iterum ad muros accedet Gallicus hoftis, 
Pro patria arma iterum hec offa, cinifque ferent. 
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EPITAPHIUM GRamTifé Puelle. 


S* Viator, ni properas; hoc afpice marmor, 

Et lege: ni ploras, tu quoque marmor eris. 

GRATIA (namque Deas etiam mors feva profanat) 
Mortua, & hoc duro eft condita fub tumulo 

Abftulit hac moriens geminas miferanda forores: 

Sic Charites uno tres periere obitu. 
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TIRSI EGLOGA 


Interlocutori, Iota, Tirsr, Damera. 





IOLA. 


‘UVando fia mai che quefta roca Cetra 
Meco del mio dolor non fi lamenti? 

Non ¢ pit in quefiz montz arbor’o pietras 
Che now intenda le mie pene, e 2 ftentz. 
Ne pur da té ancor merce simpetra 
Nimpha crudel di si lunghi tormentt, 
Anz sodt i miet._mali acerbi e duri; 
Di non odir Linfingi, o now ti cur. 


Speffo per la pieta del mio dolore, 

Scordan le matri dar latte a gl aguelli: 
EF; vedendo languire il fuo Paftore, 

Non feguiton gli armenti 2 miez Vitelli. 
Eifcon tal’ hor dz quel bofchetto fore 

A pianger meco 2 femplicetti augelli, 
LTal’hor nafcofiz in fue fronzute flanzes 
Par che cautin le mie dole fperanze. 


Tu fola pid che quefta Quercia annofa 

Sez dura, e pin che’l mare, ei feogli forda. 
Pint chun ferpente fet afpra, e fdegnofa, 

E pit. ch'uw Or fo affai di fangue ingorda. 

£, nou é flera ia quefte felve afcofa 

Che (come tu il mio cor) gli armenti morda. 
E fol coftante fei nella mia doglia, 

Nel reflo mobil pin che al vento foglia. 


Ben mi ricordo quando lungo al rio 

It viddi prima andar coglsendo ¢ fiord: 
Che mi dicefti, caro Iola mio, 

Ta feil pia bello tra tutti i paftori: 
Ei fol (come tu fai) cantar defio, 

Che i faffi col cantar par ch’inuamort, 
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Poi mi ponefti una ghirlanda in tefta 
Che di ligufiri e rofe era contefta. 


Haimeé al’ hor mi trahefts il cor dal petto 


E teco nel portaftt, e teco hor Phat: 

Ma poiche si mi neghi il dolce afpetto, 
Che debbo far fe non fempre trar guaté 
Dombrofe felve pir non ho diletto, 

Di vivi fonti, 0 prati, ne hard mat. 

Non sd pin maneggiar la marra, él rafiro, 


Ne parmi de l Armento effer pit Maftro. 


Fatto hanno gli occht miei hormat un fonte 


Col piauto, ove ft puo fpegner la fete. 
Viniteo fiere gia da queflo monte 

A. ber fenza timor di laccio, o rete. 

E beuche un fiume mi caggia dal frontes 
Paftori, voi dal petto foco harete: 

Che del cor mio non é pur una dramma 

CR hormai non fia converfa in foco, e famma. 


E tu Nimpha crudel fol cagrom fer 


Di trasformarmi in si firana figura, 
Che cosi bella fuor than fatta «Dez, 

E dentro poi crudele, acerbae dura: 
Ma perche mingannaffer gli occhi miet 
Contra ragion ti fe tal la natura. 

Le frere afpetto han paventofo, e firano; 
E tu Vanimo fiero, et volto humano. 


Humano é il volto tuo? anzi divino 


Che dentro vi fon pur due chiare flelle. 
Le frefche rofe colte nel giardino 
D’amor, fanno le guancta tenerelle: 
La bocca fparge odor di gelfomino, 
Dui for vermigli fon le labra belle. 
La gola,e il mento, el delicato petto, 
Sou di candida neve, e latte firetto. 


Quefle catene mie, quefti legami 


Difcioglier dal mio cor gia non potret. 
Quefit miex cari, dolet, inefcat hami 
Snodar non poffo, ne poter vorres. 
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E. benche mille volte morte chiami, 

Per te fuavt fon gli affanni miez. 

Cosi it ciel vuole; e tu che fei mia fcortas 
Chrogn'uno ib fio deftin feco fe porta. 


Le frere a i bofchi pour tornan la fera, 
Dove di fua fatiga hanno ripofo. 
Si rivefton di frond: a Primavera 
I bofchi ignudz nel tempo noiofo. 
LL’ Autunno Luva fa matura e nera, 
E ogn' arbor da novell frutti afcofo. 
Il mio duol mat nou muta le fue tempre, 
E fono le mie pene acerbe fempre. 


Ma i giorni ofcuri diverrian fereni, 
Se pieta ti pungeffe zl cuore un poco. 
AV hor fariano 2 bofchi e fonti ameni, 
Se meco fufii 0 Nimpha in quefto loco. 
Andrian di dolce latte 2 fiumi pient, 
S’ Amor per mé t¢ tuo cor poneffe in foco. 
E si fonort 2 met verft fartano, 
CL’ invtdia Orpheo, e Lino aucor whariauo. | 


Corremi dunque in braccio 0 Galathea, 
Non ti fdegnar de’ bofthi, 0 d’effer mia. 
Vener ne bofthe accompaguar folea 
Il {uo amante, e li fpelfo s addormia. 
La Luna ch’é fin ciel fi bella Dea, 

Un paftorello per amor feguia: 
FE venne a lui nel bofcto a una fontana, 
Perche donolle un vel dt bianca lana. 


Di bianca lana t met greggz coverts 
Souo, come tu flefja veder puoz. 
E benche maggior dono affat tu mertz 
Che non agnelli, capre, vacche, o buot: 
L’armento, il grege mio per compiacertt, 
Il cane, e Pafinel tutti fou tuoz. 
Ei quanti frutti fono in quefte felve 
E; quanti angell infieme, e quaute belve. 


‘Un caneftro di pomi ho gia colto, 
‘Unaltro pot dt prune, e forbe infieme. 
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E pir hor di palombi un nido ho tolto, 
Che ancor la madre in cima a Volmo geme. 
Un Caprit ti ferbo che difciolto, 

Tra cli agnellt fen’va, ne del can teme. 
Due tazze poi d’oliva al torno fatte 

‘Da quel bon Maftro, barat piene di latte. 


Ecco le Nimphe qui ch'una Corona, 

Tz teffono di rofe, ¢ a altri fiort. 

Odi la felva, e tl monte che rifona 

‘Di fiftole, e zampogne di paftorz. 

Di fior la terra lieta s'incorona, 

E fparger sapparechia gratt odori. 

Deh! vient hormazi che null altro ci reflas 
Se non goder Veta forita in fefta. 


Sz [pogliano z ferpentz la vecchiezZzty 

E; rinovan la feorza infieme, e gli anni: 
Ma fugge, enon ritorna la bellezza 

Ln not per arte alcuna, 0 novi pannt. 
Mentre fei dunque tal chogwun ¢ appreZ@ay. 
Deh vien a xiftorar tanti mei danni: 

Che col tempo, ma in van, ti pentirai, 

Se la bramata gratia ame non dai: 


Hlaimeé chio vedo pur mover le frondi,. 
E fento caminar per quefta felva. 

Se fez labella Nimpha hormai rifpondi, 
Ch’t0 fon Vamante tuo non fiera belva. 
Laffo perche mi fuggt; e tt nafcondi, 
Come timida cerva firinfelva? 

Mifero me chi fia? fe ben difcerno; 
Quefio a Vhabito par paftore efterno. 


Tir St. 
‘Dio ti falvi Paftor nébile, e raro, 
Che qui de tuoi. martir chiami mercede. 
EL? l tuo fiave fuon mera si care, 

Che per bon {patio non ho moffo il piede. 
E71 mio camin che fi mi é parfo amaro, 
Pel tuo vagho cantar dolce mi riede. 

E; quefto corpo flancohormai s oblia 
La noia, e il mal della paffata via. 
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Ei fe tals fon quet, che a quefit fonti 

Fanno a gli armenti fuot la fete dome, 
Non ba Paruafo i pit honorati monti: 
Neé le fue felve pit lodata chioma. 

Flora fi par che’l facro Colle 10 monti, 
Ov'e laDea che. tanto hoggi fi noma. 

Di che zl Dio Pan affat ringratio e lodoy. 
Che defer giunto qui troppo ne godo, 


La fama di lontan cosi mi accefe, 

Chel patrio albergo volentier laftiai; 
Ei la Nimpha crudel che gia mi prefe. 
Per. cui la fiamma del mio cor cantat: 
Anch’io fui tra i paftor del mio paefe 
Di qualche grado, & honorato affat. 
E; fe vi andaffi mai, faprefti come 
Nelle Zampogne lor fuona zl mio nome. 


Iu dei pur di Menalca havere inte/fo. 

Che fra tutti 2 Paftori é si nomato. 
Cantat con lui, e a me Vhonor furefo:- 
S2 che per tutto Tirfi era gridato: 

Oud’ ez di doglia e di furore accefo 
Ruppe la cetra, e fi di cio biafmato, 
Ch’era fi ben contefta, edi tal legno, 
Che gia fonarla Pan. non hebbe a fdegno. 


Ma teco ragionar mi par vergogua: 

Delle fiftole roche dz quel lida. 

‘Pero ch’intendo qui fol la Zampogua 
Tzene il fuo vero &. honorato nido. 

£; tu ben moftro ut hai fenZa menzogua 
Leffetto affat maggiir che non é il grido. 
Che di quanti paftori ho vifti, eftimo 
Certo te fol, tra z pia lodati tl primo.. 


Ma dimmi Iola hirmai, dimmi, 8 io fono: 

Loutan da lez, che d’honorar dejio. 

Quelto ti chieggio per cortefe dono, . 

E; per pieta del mio camin s2 rio: 

Ne tincrefca lafctare un poco it fuonds .. 

Fin che contento faccz it voler mio: 

Et fami { orta.a.ritrovar coftei, . 

Se dentro come fuor gentil tu fet. aa 
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Cosi Varmento tuo fecuro ftza, 
Sempre da gl’ortt, e lupi, e d’altre belves 
E gli agnet tuoi per la pin dritta via 
Seguin le matrt, e alcun mai non s’infelve. 
Cosi la cetra tua tant’ harmonta 
Mandi qui intorno @ monti in quefte felve; 
= | Che Galathea ogwhor ti fia prefente. 
ae E nelle braccia tue corra fovente. 








































Tova. 

Poiche ti degni di lodarm: tanto, 

Qual gratie, 0Tirfi, ti potrd mai rendereé 

Oui fon Paftori affaz che con lor canto 

I faffi fan della pietate accendere. 
2 | To di cantar tra lor gia non mi vanto, 
S| Che i verfi miei non puon tant’alto afcendere. 

. Ben pin lieta fu gia quefta mia ra, 
La quale hor meco fol prange, e fofpira. 


Ma fe la noftra Dea veder vorrat, 
Altro fia, in cid ch adempia il tuo defia. 
Molti paftor qui appreffo trovarat 
Che inanzi a lei ti menaran; perch’to 
Di quefto intorno non mi parto mat, 
Lerror d’altrui piangendo, el defizn mio. 
E qui d’ Amore ho compagnia, e fol fento 
Muggi, belati, auget, rivi, Echo e vento. 


Inutanto fe pofar qui meco un poco 
Ti par Tirfi mio caro, a me fia grato. 
Che fcordarai, giacendo, a poco a poco 
La lunga noja del camin paffato. 
Qui mormora un bel fonte, ameno é tl loco, 
E; foffia il ventolino un frefco fiato. 
Caffagne, e noct harat, latte, e bon vino: 
E credo ancor qui havere un Marzolino. 


to mi ti colcaro Paftore a canto, 

Pur che cantare un poco non t imcrefca. 
Pero che’l tuo fuave, e dolce canto 
Me pit che’l vento e il fonte affat rinfrefca. 
E quefia Nimpha tua che chiami tanto, 
Maraviglia ho cha odirti fuor non efea. 
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Anzi come date mai fi diflunga, 
Se fa che Amor si forte zl cor tt punga. 


A pochi iverfi mei udir mat laff: 

Ma it tutto fa cole: che mha in catene 

Ch'in ogni fcorzae tronco, a paffo a paffo 
Scritt’ho la fua bellezza, e le mie pene. 

Dirotti una canzon feritta in quel faffo, 

Chella tal hor nafcofia a legger viene. 

Et io per ben mirare il fuo belvolto, 

Moftro non la veder. (T1r.) Di, ch’to Pafcolte. 


Iova. 

Quefte lagrime mie, questi fofpirt, 

Son dolce cibo de la mia nemicay; 

Ond ella fi notrica, 

E di cid fol appaga i fuoi defirz. 

Pero fe gionta al fin mia vita vede, 
Qualche dolce foccorfo porge al core, 
Che da propinqua morte lo difende. 
E tofto chet ripigha il fuo vigore. 
Di lagrime, e fofpir tributo chiede, 
Lingorda fame che tal cibo attende. 
Ond’io poi che’l mi ben tanto moffende 
Fuggo rimédio che’l dolor contempre, 
Temendo non pur fempre 

Si proffimi.al piacer siano t martiri: 


DAMETA. 
Troppo breve me parfo il dolce canto 
Ch’io wafpettavo ancora, e fiavo attento. 
Lramare pene mie fon lunghe, el pranto. 
Portommi (Lola) la tua voce zl vento. 
lo per udivft mi nafcoft m tanto, 
Tanto, chintefo ho tutto zt pio lamento. 
E: perche il tuo defio (paftore) inteft 
Ver voi per fatisfarmi it camin prefi-. 


Tova. 
Tirfi non ha paftor quefto paefe 
Che meglio darti poffa cw0 che bramz. 
Quef? ¢ caro a ciafctun perch é cortefe 
Ei ben governa avrmenti, gregt, efcramt. 
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Et tu Dameta mio che degne imprefe 
Fat fempre, e tat Paftorz honori & ami 
AA Tirfi ben ferai fido compagno, 

Che fai come tl fervire-é gran guadagno 


fo mene andro per quefte felve intorno 


in che in ciel fran le fielle, e il giorno fpento: 
Alla cappanna poi faro ritorno, 

E colcherommi appreffo del mio armento. 

Spero pik lieta notte haver che giorno, 

FE da Galathea in parte efer contento: 

Che fpeffo a2 confolarmi in fogno viene, 

Meco chun fogno fia’l mio dolce bene. 


DAMETA. 


Poi che col tuo martir folo e penfofa, 


Vuoi pir, lola mio, reflar piangendo 
fra quefie quercie, e quefti faggi aftofo, 
AA pit forda di lor mercé chiedendo, 

Lo me ne andro del tuo languir dogliofe 
Che contentar quefto Paftore intendo. 
Andiamo, 0 Tirft, e peril camin potrai, 
forfe trovar quelche cercando vat. 


Che f{peffo intorn’ al vagho, e bel Metauro 


Va quefia Dea con le fue Nimphe errando, 
Leggiadre si, che dal mar Indo al Mauro, 
Non é chi poffa gir lor pareggiando. 

Non ornate di gemme, da’oftro, 0 d’auro, 

Che tal pompe da lor fon pofte in bando. 
Candide tutte, e fol per ornamento 

Portan ghirlande, e dan le treccie al vento. 


Qual fi vede di tor pigliar la viu 


Del bofco, ove trovar la frera crede: 
Qual con Varco a ferir ratta 8 invia, 
Qual fra Vherbetta ei for cantando frede. 
‘Una fra tutte lor v’é dolce e pias 
Ch’accanto della Dea fempre fi vede. 
Quefla non porta mai [eco arme in catcia 
Sol co’l dolce parlar le frere allaccia. 


Quincs tal’ hor vedrai molte di loro 


Far una lieta & amorofa danza: 
E molte 
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E molte quindi che del facro alloro 
Con le zampogue 1n man flauno im fperanza. 
Fra cost dolce %% amorofo choro 
Staft la “Dea che tutte Paltre avanza. 
Filérido fail terren dov’ ella il toccht, 
Ei fren fereno tl Ciel fol cot begl’ occhi. 


Par che la terrae il fume, e il bofco rida, 
Ove it fuo fanto piede it paffo piglia; 

E Varia intorno il fuo bel nome grida 

Ow ella volge Vhonorate ciglza. 

A quefta ogw uno 2 fuoi penfieri affida 

E fempre ha ben chi feco fi configha: 
Tanto é prudente, ha in sé tanto amore 
Portando fempre in fronte il facro houore. 


Le lodi di coftet fon tanto chiare 

Che lor huopo non @. di roca tromba: 

Ne baflante fow 10 la fama alzare 

‘Dz: quefia pura e candida colomba. 

Coft fon Popre fue divine e rare, 

Che 2 bofthi il fanno, e Varia ne rimbomba. 
Ne fol co i modi fior gli huomini. paca, 
Che aucor le fiere horrende amica e placa. 


AA quefla noftra Dea tutti 2. Paftort, 

Che gran tempo habitar quefie contrade 
Vengon cantando z loro acceft aimort 

E la dolce perduta libertade. 

E fan cozzar montont, e giofirar. tori, 
Spargendo ovella va di fior le firade. 
E ft vede anto.a quefia vita vera, 
Tra not ad efleruz un honorata fehiera. 


Dal feno @ Adria.gua venne un Paflore, 
Tra tutti glaltri affat famofo, e deguo. 
Qual fentendo di quefta il gran valore 
Sol’ a cantar di. lez pofe il [uo ingegno:: 
Et ha del fuo fplendor si vago il core, 
Che non curd laftiare 1) patrio Regnos 
Ma venne ad habitar.quefio pacfe 

Ei canto dolcemente, Alma Cortefe. 


Tee 
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2 | Venne dal Mincio quel, chal fecol noftro, 
: 







































Via pit crefce Vhonor, crefce la fama. 
Quefto é s2 noto nel paefe voftro 

Chogni paftor di la Vhonora, ama. 

: So ch’hat veduto del fuo facro inchiofiro 
BS |, La, ove s2 duol d’ Amore, e merce chiama. 
| Dolce amar deftin che mi fofpmfe, 

= Canto Paltr’ hieri, e tutti gl altri vinfe. 


dvi é il Paftore antico, e ogn'un Uhouora 
Che del facrato aller porta corona. 
Quefio ha la Chele fua dolce e sonora; 
La Chele iffefia con che Phebo fona: 
E Phave in modo, tal che ab collo ogn’ hora 
| La tien, fi che di lui ben fi ragiona. 
a | Quefto a gli altri paftor dona confighio; 
Bey Che gia del fiero Amor provo Vartigho, 


Venne di Etriria uw altro in quefi: Montz 
Saggzo; e dotto Paflore in ciaftun’ arte. — 
Non fon piagge gui intorno, o:rivi, o fonts; 
Che non intendan le fielodi fparte. 

Ma temo-affai prima che'l fol tramonts 
Ch’io poffa dir di lut pur una parte. 
Quefto Canto con amorofa voce, 

Se fue il paffo mio cost veloce. 


Stafi tra quefti ancora un giovenetto 
‘Paftor che a div ‘di tui pietade prendo;. 
Cosi fu grave tl duol, grave 1b.difpetto 
Che gia gli fece Amor, fi come intendo: 
Chegh ne porta ancbr piagato il petto; 
fi mille fiate il di ft duol dicendo 
lo fon sforzato Amor, a dire hor cofe: 
A te di poco honore, @ me. nozofe. 


Quefli degni paftori S altri appreffo 
De quai fi vede una gran {chiera foltay. 
Vanno ogni.di, fi come @ a bor conceyfo, 
Innanzt & lei com reverentia motta. 
‘Un ve tra loro tl qual cantando fpeffo 


La.uofira Dea.con le fue. nimphe afcolta. 
Detto 
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Detio ¢ il fecondo, wa tra tustié il prime. 


Con la fua voce e fuon, fe'lvero eftime. 


Ira quefia lieta & honorata gente 
Vive la Dea che tu cercando vai; 
LE fe non chella il vieta, e nol confente, 


Giz honor divini havia dal mondo hormai. 


Pur not & quefla ricorriam fovente ; 

£ fe tu intrar qui vuoi, veder potrai 
Pieno un tempio di voti e d’oruamenti 
‘Dicati a lei per rifanar gli armenti, 


E per cid che fi fuole in fimil Li0rHd; 

Lu quefli bofihi a lei render gli bonori, 
Toft vedrat venir d’ogné contorno, 
Co'l facrificio in man molti paftor:; 
Che le fue lode cantaran gui intorno, 
Empiendo il bofto di fuavi odori: 
Perd a me par, che qui facciam dimora, 
Per poterli veder, che giunta é hora. 


FY 3. 

Ll nome di coftet (Dameta) & tale | 
Ch'ogn’'un Vhonora & io lontan Lintefi : 
£, it viver lieto, e Lobliar del male 
Ci'altrui foflenne gid in altri paeft; 

£ quefio dolce albergo, e quanto e quale 
Sza il valor de’ Paftor faggi e cortefi: 
Ond’i0 voglio venir qui col mio Rregge, 
Per viver fotto quefta fanta legge. 


& gia le care tue dolci parole — 

MM’ hanno cotanto intenerito il Core, 
Che prima che nel mar sattuf. il Sole, 
Difpoff ho di vederla, e farle honore : 
E; ben del mio tardare affai mi dole. 


Perche de gli anni miei per fo bd il migliore. 
Dam. Non ti doler, che ancor potrai contento 


Pafcer molti anni ib tuo felice armento. 


Lu puoi con noi fperar ta pace eterna, 

E; di lupi fprezzar le instdie tante : 
Merce d'un buon Paftore, il qual goverua 
1 campi lieti, e le contrade Sante. 

Dt 2 
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Di guefto ho udito dire in parte eflerna 
Cofe, di che convien la fama cante., « 

Sd ben che’l nome fio molto fi fpande, 

Ma il vero é de la fama affai pia grande. 


tb ed 2205 abe : .* ° 
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4 Dir ti il tutto di lui mat non potrer: 

; Ei dotto, € faggio, € gui tra noi un Sole: 
Clemente ove fi puote; é giufloa ret; 
Splendido, e-2l nofivo ben procura,.e vuole. 
Mille, e mille opre fue narrar.potret, 

Ma tempo é di dar fine a le parole, 

Per ¢10 che di lontan, S10 non minganno, 
Scorgo iPaftor, chal facrifitio vanno. 


Choro, de’ Paftori. 
= Poi che difcefa da celefti.Chorz, 
| Sez nel mondo tra not alma beata; 
3 Odi 1 devoti prieghi de’ Paftori, 
Ne tz fdeguar da quelli effer lodata; 
£, guefto picciod dono, -e.4 uofira cuonn: 
Infreme accetta, con la mente grata: 
E; fe con fe ferviam tue fante leggi, 
Fea fian chiari fra gh altri i nofire greggt. 


Lirst. 
Tanta dolcezza é nel mio.cuor diftefa 
(‘Dameta) odendo L’ armonia, di.guefii,: 
Clio fento da un defir Lanima prefa, 
Che mi rallegra il.core, e€.4 fenfi mefli = 
E parmi cha me fleffo 10 faccia offefa, 
Che d’ive ad honorarla hormai pin refti. 
Dam. Ben ci fia tempo, 0Lirf, afpettaalguantos 
Chaltro.ci refla, ancir miglior che l canto, 


Maggior cofa vedrai, maggior miracolo, 

‘Di genti horrende in vifo, e fpaventévoli; 
Che figliono gui intorno al Santo Oracolo 
Far lietz balli, e giochi folazzevolt: 

Ne Dei, né Phauni fon, ma per miracolo 
‘D’arbor fon nate, e fon tra lor piacévoli: 
E gia parmi d’udir chefcon dal bofco, 
Perche a Vufato fuou ben.le conofco. 
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Qui s'interpone una Morefca, 



































DAMETA. 
Andiamo (Tirft) hormai, che pare hora, 
Ch'ella qui a una foutana venir fuole, 
E all’ombra con le fue Nimphe dimora, 
Dove paffar now pub raggio di Sole. 
Cantando a mano a man ballan tak’hora 
Le Nimphe coi Paftori, e tal hor fale: 
Quivi ad agio vederle ben potrai ; 
LA Ceitay e albergo, pot meco verrai. 


Be SS al a Re CR lah Pie Go Rala ar Dale RP RP APNE eR ECL ES 
CoA Ns ZO, Nok, 


Ma tL fior: gioventl de’. miei prim anni, 
E; dentro nel cor fento: ©. 

Men grate voglie: ne pil volto fuore. 
Spira.come flea, famma.a’ Amore. 
Fuggon pit che faetta in un momento 
L gtorni invidiofi, el tempo avaro 
Ogni-cofa mortal ne porta feco, 
Quefto viver caduco a noi fo caro. 

FE un ombra, un fogno breve, un fumo, un vento,. 
‘Un’ tempeftofo mare, un carcer cieco: 
Ond’i0 penfando meco, 
Fra le tenebre ofcure, uw lume chiaro 
Scorgo de la ragion, che moftra al core, 
Come lo sforzan’ gli amoroft ngannt, 
Gir procacciando fol tuttii {uot danni. 

E parmi udire, o flolto-e piew d’oblio, 
‘Dal pigro fonno-homai 
Defiati, e dar rimedio, t'apparecchia 
Al lungo error, che teco ogw’ hor sinvecchia ; 
Forft é prefjo all’occafo, e ti nol fais 
E parti effer ancor ful Mezzogiorno: 
Onde pit vaneggiar ti [i difdice. 
‘Penitentza, dolor, vergogna, e {corno 
Premio di tue fatiche al fiw’ havrai: 


Pur ti firuggi afpettando effer felice. 


jm led 


Suells 
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“Svelli l’empia radice 
Di fallace fperanza, e gli occhz intoruo 
Rivolgendo, ne tuoi martir ti {pecchia: 
E vedrat, che null’altro é il tuo defio, 
Ch odiar te fteffo,.e meno amare Iddio. 
“Da gli occhi tal ragion la benda oftura 
Mi leva: ond’10 pur temo 
Veggendomt lontaw fuor del camino 
A perigliofo paffo effer vicino: 
Ne trovo ib foco ralttentato, 6 {cemo, 
Chaccefo wha nel cor Valna bellezza; 
“Lal, che non sd, come da morte aitarlo: 
Pur, sin me refta dramma di fermezZa, 
Spero ancor, bench io fia preffo a leftreme, 
De Lincendio crudel vivo ritrarlo: 
Ma laffo, mentre io parla, 
Sento da qual non sd ftrana dolceZZay 
LT dnima tratta gir dtetro al divino 
Lume de duo begl: occhi, ond’ella fura 
Tanto piacer, ch’altro piacer non cura. 
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(( Antat, mentre nel cor Lieto forza 
De’ foavi penfier l’alma mia fpene; 

Hor ch’ella manca, e ogu’ hor crefcou le pene; 
Converfa é a lamentar la doglia mia. 

Chel cor, ch’az dolct accenti aprir la via 
Solea, fenza {peranza homat diviene 
D’amaro tofco albergo; onde conviene 
Che cio, ch’indt deriva amaro fia. 

Cosi un fofco penfier Lalma ha im governo, 
Che col freddo timor di, e notte accanto, 

‘Di far minaccia il fuo dolore eterno. 

Pero, vio provo haver Vantico canto; 

Tinta la voce dal veneno interno 

Lifte.in- votti fof[piri, e dura pianto. 
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fre gentil, che gle auret crefpi nodi 
flor quinci, hor quind: pe'l bel volto giri; 
Guarda, non mentre defiofo fpiri, 
L’ale intrichi nel crin’, né mai le fnodi. 
Che fe gia il tuo fratel pote ufar frodi 
Iu dar fine agh ardenti fuot defiri, 
Non vuol it ciel, che qui per noi s'afpiri, 
Neé di tanta beHezza ungua fi godt. 
Potrai ben dir, fe torni al tuo Soggiornos 
Ne reftar brami, con mille altri prefo; 
Come il noftro Levante al tuo fa fcorno. 
Laffo che penfo? gia ti fento accefo: 
Ch’aura non fei, ma foco, che d’intorno 
Viols.ab.crin’, che per laccio Amor wha tefo. 





9 arti piavsleled 


wlate 





[ 504 ] 





MHBSSAGAAAEAGHSGAGGGSSGSGGSHAGARBBAG 










ALCON TIranflated. 


Gee in the Bloom of Life, the lovely Boy, 
the Countrey’s Glory, and theShepherd’sJoy, 
Alcon, upon whofe foft enchanting Tongue, 

The Fauns and Dryads with Attention hung, 
Whofe Notes each rural Breaft with Love infpir’d, 
Whom Paz and Phebus equally admir’d, 

The Swains bewail’d; but louder than the reft, 
While falling Tears bedew’d his heaving Breaft, 
Tolas his diftinguifh’d Grief exprefs’d, 
‘Complaining to the Skies in fad Defpair, 
Accufing ev’ry God and ev’ry Star. 

So Philomel her ravifh’d Neft bewails, 

And with fad Accents {wells the nightly Gales. 
So mourns the widow’d Turtle for his Mate, 
‘Whom the {wift Arrow, wing’d with fudden Fate, 
Has heedlefs on fome lofty Oak beguil’d 
“Of Life, and all her tender Cooings fpoil’d. 

The verdant Groves no longer now delight, 

No more the cryftal Streams his Thirft invite: 
But fadly languifhing he fits-alone, 

And fills the lofty Foreft with his Moan. 

Each op’ning Morn Jolas Tears renew’d, 

His conftant Plaints each fetting Sun purfu’d. 
Now unconcern’d his former Care to feed, 

Or to the Streams his wanton Kine to lead. 

No more his Flocks are pent within the Fold, 
No more protected from the nightly Cold; 

But only to the Woods and lonefome Shores, 

His heavy Lofs inceflant he deplores. 

And when declining Stars perfuade to Reft, 
Thus to the Rocks unloads his faithful Breatft. 

Alcon, by Phebus and the Nine carefs’d, 

In whom each Paffion centred of my Breatt. 
Alcon, my endlefs Grief, for whom thefe Eyes 
Of rifing Tears ftill furnifh frefh Supplies. 

What Pow’r celeftial gave the ftern Command, 
\ Or what Infernal Jent the fatal Hand? 
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Is thus the Favour of the Gods unkind? 
Mutt pious Souls thus early be refign’d? 
While ufelefs Mortals lengthen out their Stay, 
Expiring late by Nature’s pure Decay. : 
While milky Juices fwell the tender Grain, 
The Reapers from th’ unripen’d Fields abftain, 
And Clowns, tho’ ftupid, patiently forbear 
To pluck their Fruits before the mellowing Year. 
But thee the Fates untimely call away, 
F’er yet thy Cheeks the rifing Down difplay. 
Unhappy Youth! the Pleafures of the Swains, 
The Loves and Graces, that adorn’d thefe Plains, 
Have with thee flying bid their laft Adieu: 
Now confcious Nature fickens to the View. 
The Groves bewail their leafy Honours gone 
And the parch’d Fields thy abfent Influence own. 
The dying Meadows drop their flow’ry Pride, 
And troubled Streams in dwindled Currents glide. 
The promis’d Crop defeats the Tiller’s Care, 
And noxious Mildews blight the rifing Ear. 
Around an univerfal Sadnefs reigns, 
And penfive Sorrows feize the Flocks and Swains. 
Without Controul the Wolf infatiate glares, 
And with the Dam the bleating Younglings tears. 
The Groves, and Fields, and Streams, thy Lofs bemoan, 
And wafted Echoes anfwer every Groan. 
Unhappy Youth! by Powers immortal lov’d, 
Nor are Immortals with thy Fate unmov’d. 
The rural Nymphs fit filent in Defpair, 2 
Pan and Sylvanus, Signs of Sorrow wear, : 
And nota Satyr but beftows a Tear. § 
But Deftiny nor our Complaining hears, 
Nor is grim Death affected with our Tears. 
The Grafs, when fever’d by the carelefs Plow, 
Will from the Glebe with Life recover’d grow: 
But when the fatal Sifters cut the Thread 
Of Human Life, all Hope’s for ever fled. 
Lo! Phebus falling trom the Weftern Skies, 
Will from the Ocean with new Beauty rife: 
But Mortals wafted to the S/ygian Shore, 
From the infernal Realms return no more. 
No more re-vifit this etherial Light, 
Their Eyes are feal’d in everlafting Night. 
Tears, Vows, Entreaties, no Acceptance find ; 


Tears, Vows, and Pray’rs are given to the Wind. 
Uuu Unhappy 
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Unhappy: Youth! fnatch’d early in thy Prime, 
No more with Sports fhall we divert the Time: 
No more wilt thou in joyful Triumph rife, 

And from contending Archers bear the Prize. 

No more, fuperior in the Wreftler’s Ring, 

With dextrous Slight thy brawny Rivals fling. 
Ah! never more, at Liberty and Eafe, 

Stretch’d on the Grafs beneath the trembling Trees, 
Shall we with friendly Chat and tuneful Play 

In fweet Contention cheat the tedious Day. 

No more thy Pipe the Mountains will regale, 
Nor thy foft Mufick echo from the Vale. 

No more Lycoris, whofe delightful Name 

On every Bark infcrib’d reveal’d thy Flame: 

Nor Galatea, who my Soul had fir’d, 

Will hear our Songs by gentle Love infpir’d; 
When Emulation in alternate Lays 

Wou’d to the Stars each beauteous Miftrefs raife. 
For we from tender Years together bred, 

One Roof enclos’d us, and one Manchet fed ; 
The Heat and Cold together we fuftain’d, 

And the fame Turf our blended Flocks maintain’d. 
Our Lives and Fortunes happily were pair’d, 
And various Turns of Chance alike we fhar’d 3 
When both our Souls were in fuch Union bound, 
Why did not both one fatal Arrow wound? 

Ah wretched me! by Heaven’s Difpleafure tofs’d 
In diftant Climes, far from my native Coaft, 
Prevented thus with friendly Hands to clofe 
Thy Eyes inclining to their laft Repofe, 

To thy cold Lips the parting Kifs to give, 

And with my Mouth the fleeting Soul receive. 
At thee with Envy, I, Leucippus, {well 

To whom expiring Alcon faid, Farewell. 

Thy mournful Looks his languid Eyes furvey’d, 
By thee his Limbs were in the Coffin laid. 

You Tears and Poftes fcatter’d on his Hearfe, 
And then adorn’d the Monument with Verfe. 
Nor fooner were thefe mournful Honours fhow’d,. 
Scarce in the Grave his frail Remains beftow’d, 
But clofely you beyond the Grave purfu’d 

Thy flying Friend, and in the Shades.renew’d 
Your former Love, now fuffer’d to enjoy 

To endlefs Date the much lamented Boy. 





Perhaps 
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Perhaps fome pious Shepherd to thy Shade 
Has kindly too the fame Libations made, 
Has both your Bones with equal Rites inurn’d, 
And both your Fates with the fame Sorrow mourn’d, 
But from thefe Eyes no mournful Tributes flow’d, 
Ito my Friend no decent Rites beftow’d. 
But fever’d far, to thefe fad Changes blind, 
Had fondly vifionary Schemes defign’d, 
Had fancied to my felf this happy Spot, 
Where I might Alcon to my friendly Cot, 
From his bleak Hills and muddy Lakes invite, 
Unwholfome to the Tafte, unpleafant to the Sight, 
To Meadows fmiling witha golden Pride, 
here wholfome Streams in fweet Meanders glide:. 
My Friend at Diftance I approaching trace, 
And fly with Swiftnefs to the fond Embrace : 
At the kind Interview. our Eyes o’erflow, | 
And rifing Tears Excefs of Pleafure fhow. 
Then we together might in Friendfhip dwell,.. 
And all our Bleffings and Misfortunes tell, , 
Talk o’er our former Loves with frefh Delight, 
With Pleafure fpend each Day, with fafety fpend each Night. . 
Ceres thefe Fields has blefs’d with waving Corn, 
While Bacchus Gifts the rifing Hills adorn,. 
Apollo fhines indulgent on: the Meads, 
Pales with Milk:and Grafs the Cattle feeds ; 
The Nymphs here oft’ purfue:the Chace with Speed, 
Here oft’ the Dance in mazy Meafures lead: 
Here Tiber wathes with a cryftal Tide 
The ftately Ruins of old Latian Pride. 
Refrefhing Fountains-here, and cool Retreats, 
Here Nature pours a Wildernefs of Sweets: 
His Harp here Corydon immortal ftrung, 
And fair Alexis courted with his Song. 
Then lovely Youth, hafte to thefe longing Arms, 
The Streams and Meadows call with all their Charms. 
The joyful Nymphs ambitioufly prepare 
Their fragrant Garlands to enclofe thy Hairs 
Earth fmooths her Lap, and Flow’rs thy Coming greet, 
And fcatter od’rous Incenfe at your Feet. 
With thefe imaginary Hopes I fed 
My pleafing Thoughts, by fond Affection led, 
Unknowing what the Hand of .Fate cou’d dare. 
Since then thefe Dreams are vanifh’d into Air, 
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‘And T-no living Alcon can enjoy, 

No more converfe with the fubftantial Boy, 

O! may at leaft his hov’ring Shade impart » 

Some kind Relief to my diftratted Heart! 

May That receive thefe Tears and fruitlefs Sighs, 

And loud Complaints, which Echo ftill replies. 

With my own Hands near Avien’s Banks T’ll rear : 
An empty Tomb to footh my growing Care ; 

The Deities with Incenfe []] adore, 

And the relentlefs Pow’rs of Hell implore. 

Ye youthful Swains your fragrant Off’rings fpr ead,e 

Rofes and Hyacinths of lovely Red; 

And fair Narciffus widely fcatter rear 

Let Bay and Ivy fhade the facred Ground. 

Let Cafia, Cinnamon, Amomum joyn’d, 

With breathing Scents perfume the ambient Wind. 

Great was our Friendfhip, mutual were our Flames, 

And Alcon’s Worth fuch Love and Honour claims. 

Mean while the Nymphs a Wreath with Art divine 

Of Violets and Amarynth fhall twine, 

With Garlands they the Monument fhall crown, 

And with a Verfe imprint the faithful Stone. hie 
Since lovely A/con:is for ever fled, hid 





The rocky Mountains Tears for ever fhed, 

The Day is with perpetual Gloom o’erfpread. 

What Nature e’er could boaft of Beauty or Delight, ' 
Now palls upon the Tafte, and faddens to the Sight. 
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